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About Our Club 

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), 
established in 1958 as the first dog training 
Club in the ACT, has an average membership 
of around 800 each year. It is a non-profit 
organisation relying mostly on volunteers to run 
activities with some occasional grant 
assistance. About 70 instructors volunteer their 
time to conduct Behaviour Training and dog 
sport classes in Agility, Dances With Dogs, 
Flyball, Obedience, Rally Obedience, Tracking 
and Tricks  from February to November each 
year. The Club also has an active Dogs-As-
Therapy group that visits nursing homes and 
schools with their dogs  for the enjoyment of 
the residents and support for students. 

While much of the work in maintaining and 
running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer 
basis we do have some paid help. We have a 
paid office manager and junior shop assistant 
and the mowing of the grounds is undertaken 
by a contractor. The Club caters for disabled 
access with paved paths, designated parking 
spaces and toilet facilities. 

The aims and objectives of the Club are to: 
 
• promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs; 
• teach members to train their dogs, of 

whatever breed, in dog obedience and other 
related canine skills, using motivational 
training methods; 

• promote participation and training in a range 
of dog sports; 

• promote and participate in dog training and 
other activities associated with dog training; 

• support the rights of dog owners, provided 
that such ownership is conducted in a 
responsible manner; 

• actively promote community interaction with 
dogs; 

• provide facilities necessary or convenient for 
its activities; 

• promote positive relationships between 
owners and dogs; and 

• enhance the development of social skills of 
dogs. 

Have a comment or idea 

you’d like to share? 

Email  

contact@actcdc.org.au  

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au


 From the Dog Kennel  

Editor and Acting President — Anne Robertson  

Welcome to the first issue of The Good 

Companion for 2020. Normally the magazine 

comes out each term but the onset of the 

COVID-19 pandemic in mid-March threw plans 

into disarray and we needed to focus on 

operational and financial measures to ensure 

the Club could get through the crisis. 

 

As you will see from the extensive Committee 

Notes on pages 42-49, the Club has 

undertaken various  measures to keep 

members informed of Club arrangements and 

we are currently working on a COVID-19 Safety 

Plan to enable a staged return to training. We 

cannot resume Behaviour Training until social 

gathering restrictions are eased to allow 100 

people to be on the grounds at the same 

time—and hope that this will coincide with the 

beginning of Term 3 on 22 July. In the 

meantime we will keep you informed about 

arrangements through the website (specifically 

https://www.actcdc.org.au/covid-

19actcdc.html) and Facebook as well as the 

other channels used by the Club’s various 

sports. 

 

Did you know that the Club relies on more than 

85 volunteers to provide training services to its 

members? These volunteers are instructors, 

Main Committee members and Sub-

Committee members and they keep all the 

Club’s activities going – Agility, Behaviour 

Training, Dances With Dogs, Flyball, Obedience 

Trialling, Rally Obedience, Tracking and Tricks – 

and all the other things that go along with 

providing these services. Volunteering Australia 

has just celebrated National 

Volunteer Week and this 

provides an opportunity to 

reflect on the work that these 

members undertake to 

enable all of us to benefit 

from the Club. We are 

looking forward to 

welcoming our volunteers 

back when classes resume. We hope you are 

too! 

 

The Club magazine has been published in 

some form for almost 50 of the Club’s 62 years 

and provides an insight into the social history of 

the Club as well as the broader community 

so—not surprisingly—you will find some 

references to COVID-19 in this edition! You will 

also find a record of the 2019 Annual Award 

recipients; some essential training tips; ideas for 

exploring some of Canberra’s fabulous city, 

suburban and semi-rural walking trails; and 

updates on all of the Club’s sports. If you are 

interested in pursuing any of the Club’s sports 

details of eligibility requirements are provided 

on page 61 and we can always arrange for 

you to come and watch some training sessions 

and talk to participants  to see if the sport 

might be right for you and your dog. 

 

Due to the suspension of classes over Term 2 

the Club will be extending Club memberships 

for two months—so you will find that your 

renewal reminder will be sent out later than 

usual for the remainder of the year. If you are 

not sure when your renewal is due please 

contact the Club Office 

(contact@actcdc.org.au). Further details 

about conditions for renewing are available on 

page 10. 

 

My thanks to Club members Georgia and 

Sophie for providing special articles for this issue 

of the magazine; to Carmen and Rachel for 

providing many of the photos that document 

the achievements of members and their dogs; 

and to our regular sports contributors. Please let 

them know you appreciate their efforts, too.  

 

If you are reading this issue in print, you can 

also download it in colour at https://

www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-

companion.html .  Use Adobe Acrobat PDF 

viewer for best results.  

 

See you back in classes soon … 
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Valé  Mike Slee 

Mike Slee passed away on 29 January 2020  
at the grand age of 85. 

 
Mike qualified as a Club instructor in 2004 and 

was an active instructor  for more than a decade 
– taking all levels of obedience classes – until 

forced to retire due to health issues. 
 

During his association with the Club Mike also 
served on the Training Sub-Committee and 

participated in Dogs-As-Therapy activities with 
his beloved Miniature Schnauzer ‘Otto’ (at left). 

 
Mike was awarded Honorary Instructor status  

in December 2017. 
 

In his ‘other’ life Mike came to Australia under 
the ’Ten Pound Pom’ scheme in 1961 and married 
his wife Judy in 1963. Both were academics and 

Mike held a PhD in Forestry from ANU. He was 
a keen rugby player, passionate Brumbies fan, 

punter and intrepid traveller. 
 

“A gentle, modest man” 

Thanks For Your Contribution 

The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Term One (February-March 2020): 

 

Behaviour Training:  Catriona Anderson, Susan Barnard, Stuart Barrow, Jill Bradfield, Oliver 

Caddick, Kerry Deans, Sophie Dunstone, Christina Erwin, Dianne Gallasch, Barbara Gough, Sharon 

Haines, Kath Hallam, Linda Harper, Peter Hendriks, Hilarie Kemp, Chris Lathbury, Ping Leong, 

Izabela Lisiecka, Gabby Luksza, Heather McPherson, Penny Pardoe-Matthews, Kathleen Plowman, 

Lesley Pothan, Jane Richardson, Leslie Roberts, Anne Robertson, Jane Rylands, Linda Spinaze, 

Fiona Straffon, Jess Strain, Jackie Trotter, Cathy Vaughan, Lizzie Waddell, Juliet Ward, Julie 

Whitmore, Chris Woodgate Reserves:  Gillian Atkin, Renee Hamilton, Louise Raisin, Jane Vickers, 

Claire Weekes 

 

Agility (Session 1):  Di Adams, Amanda Delaney, Wendy Hathaway, 

Lucy Jesiolowski, Simone Pensko, Cath Perry, Lara Sedgmen, Linda 

Spinaze 

 

Obedience Trialling and Rally Obedience:  Charlie Giles, Naarilla 

Hirsch, Sue Howie, Catherine Perry, Geoff Woodman 

 

Flyball: Cathy Vaughan 

 

DWD and Tricks: Raelene Stewart               
 

THANK YOU 

— CDC Instructors — 

Serving the CDC canine community for more than 60 years! 
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IN THE ERA OF COVID-19 

FORTY YEARS AGO—ANOTHER DEADLY VIRUS 
 

Club members know that all dogs that come on to the grounds must have 

up-to-date vaccinations for Canine distemper virus (CDV), Canine 

adenovirus (CAV) and Canine parvovirus (CPV-2) to protect them from 

these life-threatening diseases. But did you know that Parvovirus is a 

relatively recent disease?  It was first recognised in 1978 and spread 

worldwide in one to two years. The first references to Parvovirus at the 

Club occurred in the November 1980 Newsletter with “the Committee 

insisting that dogs be vaccinated before attending any further classes”.  

 

Researchers at James Cook University in Townsville were  instrumental 

in the development of an effective vaccine shortly after the disease’s 

emergence and this enabled dogs and owners alike to avoid the terrible 

suffering associated with the disease. The Australian Veterinary 

Association reports that the risk of Parvovirus in Australia remains 

significantly higher in rural than urban areas and is associated with areas 

of relative socio-economic disadvantage due to the lower uptake of 

vaccinations (see https://www.ava.com.au/policy-advocacy/policies/

companion-animals-health/vaccination-of-dogs-and-cats/ ) 

Above: The Canberra Times,  
9 August 1980 , page 3 

https://www.ava.com.au/policy-advocacy/policies/companion-animals-health/vaccination-of-dogs-and-cats/
https://www.ava.com.au/policy-advocacy/policies/companion-animals-health/vaccination-of-dogs-and-cats/
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The Companion Animal Rescue Awards returns 

for its third year to celebrate and inspire rescue 

groups and animal shelters to continue their 

efforts in saving companion animals.  

  

The Rescue Awards is a national for purpose 

program managed by Pets4Life, an 

independent education resource for cat and 

dog guardians and those thinking of getting a 

pet. The mission of the Rescue Awards is to 

celebrate and recognise achievements in the 

rescue, rehabilitation and rehoming of 

companion animals in Australia. It is the 

platform to showcase excellence and 

innovation, thereby raising the standards of 

rescue groups 

and animals 

shelters nation-

wide. 

  

“The Rescue 

Awards is more 

important than 

ever to put the 

spotlight on the 

sector. While 

rescue 

organisations are 

experiencing 

some of the 

highest ever 

adoption rates - 

PetRescue 

website has seen 

more than 12,000 pets adopted in just six weeks 

– these organisations are also struggling from 

the financial impacts of the COVID-19 

pandemic following the bushfires," said Rescue 

Awards founder and pet adoption advocate 

Cathy Beer 

  

Every year, approximately 190,000 pets remain 

unclaimed in Australia’s pounds and shelters, 

and thousands of volunteers support over 1,000 

rescue groups and animal shelters across 

Australia. The Rescue Awards recognises the 

dedication of staff and volunteers who work 

tirelessly to help rescue pets find homes. 

  

“Our past winners and finalists say the 

recognition by the Rescue Awards gives their 

staff and volunteers the motivation to ‘keep 

calm and carry on’ rehoming surrendered and 

abandoned pets every day in a challenging 

environment” said Cathy. 

 

Rescue Award Categories 

 

The Rescue Awards 2020 has 10 categories with 

one winner for each category. Award 

categories are: 

• Outstanding Rescue Group (for groups 

operating 36 months and over) 

• Outstanding New Rescue Group (for 

groups operating 12 – 36 months) 

• Outstanding Animal Shelter 

• Outstanding Council Animal Shelter 

• Innovation in 

Rescue 

• Community 

Education and 

Outreach Program 

• Volunteer of 

the Year 

• Refuel Digital 

Technology Award 

(new in 2020 for 

industry) 

• Advocate® 

People’s Rescue 

Story (for pet 

adopters) 

• Drontal® 

Foster Carer Story 

Award (new in 2020 

for foster carers) 

 

“Pet adoption changes lives for the better,” 

said Cathy. “This year we’re looking for 1,000 

heart-warming stories from pet adopters and 

500 inspiring stories from foster carers about 

how their adopted/foster pet has transformed 

and changed their human’s life.”  

 

To enter visit https://rescueawards.com.au/ 

and follow the links. Entries close at midnight on 

19 July 2020. For updates sign up to the  

e-newsletter or follow the Rescue Awards on 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  

 

Photo: Jo Lyons Photography 

Official Awards Photographer 

https://rescueawards.com.au/
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Used with permission. Hanne Grice Dip, BA (Hons), MSc (Distinction), Applied Animal  

Behaviourist & trainer, Hanne Grice Training & Behaviour, United Kingdom 



Is Your Membership Due ? 

Contact Us 

Phone 02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604 

Web www.actcdc.org.au 

Office 240 Narrabundah Lane, 

Symonston  ACT 2609 

 

• Tuesday-Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 

• Thursday    6:30pm-9:15pm 

• Sunday              9:00am-12:00pm 
 

Office Manager: Marika Mueller  

          CLOSED MONDAY 

 

Compliments, suggestions or ideas?  

Contact the Club: 

Email     contact@actcdc.org.au 
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Did you join in Term 1 or 2 last year?  

If so, your membership is due for renewal * 

You can renew online – how easy is that ! 
 

Go to the Club’s website at http://www.actcdc.org.au 

1. Download the Membership Renewal form at 

 http://www.actcdc.org.au/join-the-Club.html  

2. Complete the form and send it back to the Club via e-mail 

3. Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities 

 Bank BSB: 032 729 

 Account: 235628 

 Reference: Use your surname and phone number. Make sure  

 your reference will easily identify your payment and don’t forget  

 to keep your receipt. 

Of course, you can also renew in person at the Club office during  

office hours (see below) 

 

* NOTE:  Members whose training has been affected by the suspension of classes due to 

COVID-19 will be offered a two month extension to their memberships.  

Members are expected to participate regularly in the Club’s training activities in order to 

renew as the Club does not offer ‘grounds use only’ memberships. We do offer a wide 

variety of training activities that will enrich your relationship with your dog , provide it with 

mental and physical stimulation and enable it to become the best companion it can be. 

And there is something for every dog and handler—young and old (see page 61). 

Fees (from 1 October 2019) 

Joining Fee (household) $ 86.00 

Annual Subscription  (household) $129.00 

Training Fees (per Dog/per Year) 
• Behaviour Training 

• Obedience Trialling & Rally-O 

• Agility 

• Flyball 

• Dances with Dogs & Tricks 

• Tracking (terms apply) 

 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$86.00 

Additional Dog Fee $ 64.50 

Instructors’ Fee $ 30.00 

Grounds use only membership is NOT offered  

  $5.00 – $50.00 

Casual Visitors Fee 

• Conditions apply 

• Contact the Club Office 

http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/join-the-club.html
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Get out and about with  

Canberra Dog Walks 

I’m sure you’ve heard your CDC instructors talk about the importance of getting out-and-about 

with your dog to introduce them to a range of different experiences and situations, especially 

while they are young. But how do you find dog-friendly walks that provide that variety of 

experiences? 

 

You might like to try coming along to a social group dog-walk, run by Canberra Dog Walks 

(https://www.meetup.com/Canberra-Dog-Walks-Meetup/) and led by me, Georgia Morris, a long

-time CDC member. These group walks provide a fun but structured way to socialise, exercise and 

stimulate your dog that doesn’t involve a dog park or formal training sessions. 

 

Canberra Dog Walks schedules social group walks every weekend in different places all over 

Canberra. There are over 30 different walking routes of three to six kilometres, lasting between 

 By Georgia Morris ©  

Practising social distancing 

with CDW mascots ‘Mouse’ and ‘Possum’ (at right) 

Walks resumed in May after COVID-19 restrictions eased 

allowing gatherings of up to10  people – here near Griffith Oval 

https://www.meetup.com/Canberra-Dog-Walks-Meetup/
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Out and about … continued

one –two hours. We walk at a relaxed pace for 

maximum enjoyment and pause regularly for 

water breaks, to take photos and to let 

everyone catch up. 

 

Everyone is welcome, with or without dogs. The 

human walkers are of all ages - from children 

(with their parents), to twenty-somethings, to 

retirees. The dogs also come in all shapes and 

sizes. There are several Chihuahua regulars as 

well as Great Danes and Greyhounds, and 

everything in-between. 

 

The variety of walks I offer expose the dogs to 

both city and semi-rural experiences. For 

example, I lead walks around Parliament 

House, the National Gallery’s sculpture garden 

and through the busy Kingston Foreshore, as 

well as cross-country through the Illoura horse 

paddocks, along the Molonglo River at Oaks 

Estate, and around Palmerville Heritage Park. 

Summer walks often include a visit to a 

swimming spot. 

 

The dogs get to practice walking on-leash for 

an extended period together with lots of 

different dogs. Most walks also include one or 

more off-leash opportunities for the dogs to 

have a run and play. We continue walking 

during off-leash time however, to teach dogs 

to pay attention to where their humans are 

going and to keep the dogs well spread out. 

 

Off-leash time is optional and there are many 

participants who only walk their dog on-leash. 

Dogs that do have off-leash time are closely 

monitored. Whether individual dogs are 

allowed off-leash, or to remain off-leash, is 

totally at my discretion and dependent on 

dogs’ behaviour on the day. Regular 

participants would agree that I’m a very bossy 

guide! However, it means that we can have 30 

or more dogs walking together off-leash and 

behaving beautifully. New walkers often 

comment that they are amazed to see so 

many off-leash dogs interacting so well 

together. 

 

Nearly all the walks start and end at a dog 

friendly café where many participants stop 

Autumn walking in Curtin 

Off-leash opportunities – optional and  

always closely monitored 
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Out and about … continued

afterwards to do more socialising. Again, this is 

a good opportunity for dogs to experience a 

busy place and practice patience. 

 

I started offering one guided walk a week three 

years ago as an opportunity to show off some 

of my favourite dog-walking routes in 

Canberra. I’m now leading up to four walks per 

week to keep up with demand and have two 

assistant guides helping me out! 

 

I still get lots of feedback about the pretty and 

interesting walking routes. But after leading 

over 250 walks, the most rewarding thing for me 

is seeing young dogs and older ‘rescues’ 

develop, mature and gain confidence over 

time as they attend these group walks – and 

seeing people gain confidence too in handling 

their dog. 

 

I’m also really lucky to have over one hundred 

friendly, regular participants with calm, well-

socialised dogs who just love to walk socially. 

They are incredibly welcoming and tolerant of 

new participants – both dogs and their 

humans! 

 

If group walks aren’t your thing, you can still 

access free detailed directions and maps for 

over 20 self-guided dog-friendly walking routes 

on the Canberra Dog Walks website (https://

www.facebook.com/canberradogwalks). 

 

How to join up 

 

The walks are organised through the Meetup 

platform. The Canberra Dog Walks Meetup 

page (https://www.meetup.com/Canberra-

Dog-Walks-Meetup/) lists all scheduled walks 

including detailed information about where to 

meet, the description of the route, and what to 

expect. You need to ‘join’ the group before 

you can RSVP to a walk but joining is free. 

 

Canberra Dog Walks is run on a not-for-profit 

basis. I ask $5 from each adult participating in a 

walk ($5.20 if paying by card) to help cover 

costs such as the Meetup subscription, 

insurance, travel, IT, etc. 

 

Any more questions about the walks? 

 

You can click on this link (https://

www.meetup.com/Canberra-Dog-Walks-

Meetup/pages/22535123/

Frequently_asked_questions/) to see a list of 

frequently asked questions covering everything 

from ‘what happens if it rains’ to ‘what if my 

dog is anxious/nervous’ to ‘how difficult are the 

walks’. You can also contact me directly on 

georgiaandtrevormorris@gmail.com if you have 

any specific questions. 

 

Want to know more about dog-friendly 

Canberra? 

 

You can find out about Canberra’s best dog-

friendly cafés, dog swimming spots, dog-

friendly wineries, dog off-leash areas, and more 

at the Canberra Dog Walks website (https://

www.canberradogwalks.com.au/) or 

Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/

canberradogwalks). All information about dog-

friendly Canberra is provided free, inspired by a 

love of Canberra, walking and dogs. 

 

Photos: Courtesy Georgia Morris (CDW 

Facebook page). Note: All photos show CDW 

activities undertaken in compliance with 

prevailing COVID-19 restrictions 

CDW offers both social group walks and self-guided walks – discover new places and meet new people 

https://www.facebook.com/canberradogwalks
https://www.facebook.com/canberradogwalks
https://www.meetup.com/Canberra-Dog-Walks-Meetup/
https://www.meetup.com/Canberra-Dog-Walks-Meetup/
https://www.meetup.com/Canberra-Dog-Walks-Meetup/pages/22535123/Frequently_asked_questions/
https://www.meetup.com/Canberra-Dog-Walks-Meetup/pages/22535123/Frequently_asked_questions/
https://www.meetup.com/Canberra-Dog-Walks-Meetup/pages/22535123/Frequently_asked_questions/
https://www.meetup.com/Canberra-Dog-Walks-Meetup/pages/22535123/Frequently_asked_questions/
mailto:georgiaandtrevormorris@gmail.com
mailto:georgiaandtrevormorris@gmail.com
https://www.canberradogwalks.com.au/
https://www.canberradogwalks.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/canberradogwalks
https://www.facebook.com/canberradogwalks
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 What’s Coming Up At Our Club ? 

How should I prepare for classes in winter ? 

 

It can be VERY, VERY cold on the Club grounds 

during the winter months, especially if you train 

on Thursday nights (or other evenings for Agility 

and Flyball). It is a good idea to wear a beanie, 

scarf, several layers of 

clothes—including a 

windproof jacket—and shoes 

with very thick soles. Please 

be aware that if you use 

hand warmers (air activated 

single use heat packs) they 

can pose a risk to dogs if 

ingested. So, if you own a 

dog that investigates your 

coat pockets for left-over food it is best to 

avoid using hand warmers. 

 

Dogs feel the cold too—especially if they are 

small, fine-haired, elderly or underweight—so 

you may also like to put a coat on your dog. If 

your dog is not used to wearing a coat, 

introduce it over a number of practice sessions 

at home—pair putting on the coat with 

something the dog really loves to eat (eg roast 

chicken, grilled sausage).  

 

The Club’s Main Committee has recently 

adopted guidance for Club officials to 

determine whether Behaviour Training classes 

should be cancelled due to adverse weather 

or other environmental conditions. It has some 

great advice for members as well. You can 

read it at https://www.actcdc.org.au/files-and-

forms.html  (see Adverse Weather Policy). If you 

are participating in Behaviour Training classes, 

please check the Club’s public Facebook 

page for advice on class cancellations. 

 

The Club’s dog sports have their own policies 

on class cancellations so please check with 

your sports instructor about your sport’s class 

arrangements due to weather and other 

conditions.  

 

When is the Club’s 

Annual General 

Meeting ? 

 

The Club’s Annual 

General Meeting is 

scheduled to be 

held  at 7.30pm on 

Monday 17th 

August 2020 

(subject to COVID-19 restrictions). 

 

In accordance with the Club’s 

Constitution, the purpose of the meeting is 

to: 

• confirm the minutes of the 

preceding Annual General Meeting 

and any Special Meetings; 

• report to members on the Club’s 

activities during 2019-20;  

• present the audited balance sheet 

and statement of receipts and 

payments for 2019-20; 

• elect the incoming Committee for 

2020-21 (nominations close on  

10 August); 

• appoint an honorary auditor for  

2020-21; 

• decide on any resolutions submitted 

to the meeting (written notices of 

motion must be submitted to the 

Secretary by 27 July); 

• determine fees and charges for  

2020-21; and 

• consider any duly made 

recommendations for Honorary Life 

Membership (written nominations 

must be submitted to the Committee  

by 20 July and supported by at least 

five members). 

 

The Club is managed by a Committee of 

thirteen members, with a number of supporting 

sub-committees (with more than 30 additional 

members). If you would like to know more  

about Committee or sub-committee roles and 

responsibilities please email the office on 

contact@actcdc.org.au to be put in touch 

with a current member of the Club’s 

management group. Details of members are 

also available on page 4 and the breadth of 

the issues dealt with by the management 

group are reflected in the Committee Notes on 

pages 42-49.  

 

What other events are coming up at the Club? 

 

At this point, the peak bodies that sanction the 

Club’s trials, competitions and race meets—

Dogs ACT and the Australian Flyball 

Association—have suspended all events due to 

the  impact of COVID-19. 

 

Dogs ACT events will not resume until 

September 2020 at the earliest and the 

scheduling of sanctioned Flyball race meets 

https://www.actcdc.org.au/files-and-forms.html
https://www.actcdc.org.au/files-and-forms.html
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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are dependant on the ACT Government’s 

easing of social gathering restrictions to 100 

people or more. 

 

Please contact the Convenor of the sport(s) 

you are involved with for further information 

(see page 4) or email the Club Office to be 

put in touch with the relevant person 

(contact@actcdc.org.au). 

 

Want to keep in touch with the latest activities 

at the Club ? 

  

Information is available from: 

• Our website - www.actcdc.org.au 

• Notice boards (inside and outside the 

Clubhouse) 

• Your Instructors 

• The Session Manager on the grounds on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays 

during  Training Classes 

• The Calendar on page 65 

• Our public Facebook page. You can see 

it without being a registered FB user -

www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogClub 

 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
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Why “sit” happens … continued

The Club is accredited under the ACT 

Government’s ActSmart business recycling 

program in recognition of its waste 

management initiatives.  

 

Please do the right thing and always use the 

most appropriate bin to dispose of rubbish on 

the Club grounds. Unsure? Read the posters on 

the bins and around the grounds to make the 

right choice. 

 

Did you know that most drink bottles and cans 

now attract a 10 cent refund under the ACT 

Government’s Container Deposit Scheme? The 

Club is collecting refundable containers as a  

fund-raising initiative so please put any 

refundable containers you use on the grounds in 

the designated bin in the Clubhouse. 

You can also drop your refundable containers 

at any of the ACT Government’s Return-It 

locations (see https://www.returnit.com.au/

locations/) and donate your refund to the Club 

so that we can use the donated funds for 

special fundraising projects (we need LOTS of 

containers to meet our goals!). 

Our Return-It account number is 0262957764  

 

Keep the number in your wallet at all times! 

And remember, in the ACT disposable coffee 

cups can be placed in the mixed recycling  

(yellow-lidded) bins — at the Club and at 

home. 

 

We also recycle all the batteries used for timing 

equipment at the Club’s Agility trials and Flyball 

race meets. After they are exhausted we send 

them to Battery World in Phillip. 

 

And we collect and recycle all the used 

aluminium coffee pods used in the Club shop. 

 

Did you know we use compostable poo bags at 

the Club, too?  

Do you take extra poo 

bags from the 

dispensers around the 

Club grounds so that 

you have a ready 

supply at home? If you 

like the bags and 

want to use them 

elsewhere please 

purchase bulk 

suppliers from the 

PAWS Shop. Packs of 

50 cost $6.00. This 

helps the Club cover 

its costs.  
 

 

 

  ActSmart Recycling 

    By Heather McPherson 

Above: Many Club members have found 

themselves working from home using video-

conferencing software to keep in touch with 

colleagues and friends. German Shorthaired 

Pointer ‘Echo’ is now a ‘pro’ with Zoom meetings! 

(Photo: Claire Weekes) 

https://www.returnit.com.au/locations/
https://www.returnit.com.au/locations/
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“Great training is just the basics  

done really, really well ”  

A trip to Clicker Expo 2020, Seattle, USA 

By Sophie Dunstone © 

In early January, I attended Clicker Expo in Seattle, USA. Clicker Expo is hosted by the Karen Pryor 

Training Academy and is described as 'the world's most innovative animal training conference'. It 

brings together animal training enthusiasts and professionals to improve their skills, keep up with 

the latest techniques, and learn from world experts in positive reinforcement. 

 

Over three days, with around 600 other participants, I attended numerous lectures and workshops 

with renowned trainers and experts such as Ken Ramirez, Susan G. Friedman, Kathy Sdao, Hannah 

Branigan, Chirag Patel, Emelie Johnson Vegh, Eva Bertilsson, Alexandra Kurland, Jesús Rosales-

Ruiz, Michele Pouliot, Sarah Owings and Dr Chris Pachel (and there are plenty of sessions I missed; 

the worst part of ClickerExpo is deciding what to attend)! 

Top: Ken Ramirez; Sarah Owings; Kathy Sdao 

Bottom: Sarah Owings, Dr Chris Pachel, Alexandra Kurland, Michele Pouliot, Emelie Johnson Vegh,  

Eva Bertilsson & Jesús Rosales-Ruiz 

In his opening address, Ken Ramirez made a remark that really struck me: "Great training is just the 

basics done really, really well". 

 

It seems obvious and yet it's not as easy as it sounds; it's made me reflect on what are the basics of 

positive reinforcement training, and am I doing them well? As a result, I've returned to many basics 

– such as the timing of my marker; the cleanliness and clarity of my mechanics (how I move my 

body when giving cues and when delivering reinforcement); the location of reinforcement in the 

training space (where my treat pouch or toy is located during each exercise); my delivery of 

reinforcement (making sure I'm giving my dog more information about the desired behaviour 

through the way I give her reinforcement); the planning and focus of each of my training sessions; 

and the length of my training sessions – so that I can improve my skill as a trainer and be clearer in 

my communication with my dog. 

 

In addition to Ken's comment, I had plenty of other light bulb moments (or timely reminders of 

things I already know!). I hope some of them might also resonate with you. 
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A trip to Clicker Expo 2020 … continued

Plan your training sessions 

 

While our dogs are learning all the time – whether we are intentionally training them or not – we 

need to be considered and thoughtful in our purposeful training sessions. Before you get your dog 

out and start to train, know what you're going to be working on in each training session. Think 

about what that's going to look like (what's the goal behaviour, or the ‘topography’ of what the 

dog will be doing, how will the dog be moving its body of the behaviour?). Plan what YOU are 

going to do to communicate the goal behaviour to the dog – are you going to shape the 

behaviour, capture it or lure it? Where will your treat pouch or toy be located – on you or in the 

training space? How will you give your dog reinforcement? Anticipate what you might do if your 

dog progresses faster or finds it more challenging than you expect – and keep each session short. 

And remember, set your dog up for success and don't ask too much too fast! 

 

Your routine and mechanics really matter 

 

What do you do that lets your dog know you're about to train: do you have a routine? For each 

training exercise, think about whether you consistently use your invitation to train (your start cue)? 

Are you consistent with the cue for the behaviour (if the behaviour is on cue) or if it's a new 

behaviour, what training strategy you are using to teach the dog? Where is the dog's 

reinforcement located in the training area (eg. does it help the dog if the treat pouch or toy is on 

your left, or your right, or not on you at all and located on the bench, the floor?) How do you 

deliver reinforcement… are you clear and consistent (eg. if you want the dog to remain beside 

you, do you give your dog a food reward in a way that means the dog maintains that position 

beside you, rather than swinging around in front of you?). Are you giving your dog information 

that helps your dog to perform the desired behaviour? You want to be a reliable source of 

information to your dog. 

 

Loopy training 

 

For this one, I'm going to quote dog trainer and podcast superstar, Hannah Branigan: 

 

"We tend to think of behaviour as being in a straight line: cue > 

behaviour > click > treat. But really it's a cycle. The behaviour 

isn't over until the dog is in a position to repeat the same 

behaviour again … And here's the kicker … EVERY PART OF 

THE BEHAVIOUR CYCLE IS BEING REINFORCED. Everything that 

happened between the cue and the click is reinforced. 

Everything that happened between the click and the treat is 

reinforced. That means that if something I didn't want to 

happen (say fidgeting feet for example) occurs in the cycle, I 

have just reinforced it. And now I am effectively building that 

‘junk’ into my behaviour. ARGH!!!!" 

 

This is one of the reasons planning your training sessions,  and being on top of the way you move 

your body, and delivering reinforcement in a way that gives your dog more information about the 

behaviour you're training and your mechanics are so important. 

 

Don't try to solve a problem on the fly 

 

If an unexpected problem arises during a training session, don't try and fix it in the moment. Give 

your dog its ‘finish’ cue so that it can relax. Put the dog away (perhaps onto its mat or into its 

crate) and think about how you're going to solve the problem before getting the dog back out 

and trying again. It's much better to take a break, think about what happened, come up with a 

considered plan to address it and try again, than wing it and confuse your dog. 

 

If you're talking (or being talked at), you're not watching your dog 

 

If you're talking or being talked at, you simply aren't observing your dog with the concentration 

and focus needed. So, try not to chatter away at your dog (I'm guilty of this!) or talk to someone 
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A trip to Clicker Expo 2020 … continued

else whilst you're in 

the middle of an 

exercise—make a 

mental note or ask 

for feedback 

once you've 

finished an 

exercise. This can 

be challenging in 

a class context. If 

you're feeling 

distracted and like 

you're not paying 

sufficient attention 

to what you and 

your dog are 

doing during an 

exercise in class, 

you could ask your 

instructor to watch 

you and then talk 

with you once 

you're done. 

 

Distractions are 

really reinforcers… 

 

"A distraction is just 

an inconvenient 

reinforcer over 

which you have 

no control". So, 

   before getting  

   frustrated with your 

dog for being distracted, think about what your dog is telling you about the things it finds 

reinforcing in the environment and the reinforcers you're offering during a training session. Perhaps 

you need to have higher value reinforcers on offer (tastier food, a really desirable toy, a more 

engaging game with your dog), or train in a different location … Remember that when training at 

the Club, there are lots of things around that your dog might find really reinforcing (other dogs, 

different people, kangaroo poo, birds…) so you need to bring reinforcers that are really desirable 

to your dog. 

 

Good training is good training 

 

We can all learn something from great trainers even if their area of expertise and interest is a 

different dog sport or even a different species. For example, I attended a workshop and had the 

chance to have lunch with Emelie Johnson Vegh and Eva Bertilsson and learnt so much from 

them  (especially the importance of observing without talking or listening at the same time, their 

version of loopy training, and start button behaviours), even though they're agility specialists and 

that's not a dog sport I participate in. 

 

If you're interested in finding out more about Clicker Expo, or making your own pilgrimage (Clicker 

Expo is held annually in the USA and every couple of years in the UK), check out: https://

clickerexpo.clickertraining.com/.  

 

Happy training! 

 

 

Top left: Hannah Branigan; Top right: Emelie Johnson Vegh; 

Bottom: Chirag Patel working with ‘Tech’ (the dog) and Jaana (on floor) 

https://clickerexpo.clickertraining.com/
https://clickerexpo.clickertraining.com/


Do you have a photo you’d like to  

share with other members through  

The Good Companion? 
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Above: This is Fergus. He is a very handsome 12 week old Irish Wolfhound and he will be starting 

Puppy Foundation when classes resume. His mother has been associated with the Club for a VERY 

long time. Recently she re-discovered a class graduation certificate from 1980 for her beloved Irish 

Setter ‘Paddy’ (below right). She must have been a mere slip of a girl at the time! 

Can you guess who Paddy and Fergus are related to?  

Hint: their mother  is also an instructor at the Club ... 
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   Training Tips  

Why “sit” happens — cues versus consequences 
 

By Dr Jen Summerfield DVM CPDT-KA © 

This article is reproduced from Dr Jen’s Dog Blog—Adventures and musings of a behaviour vet 

and dog trainer, see http://www.drjensdogblog.com/ (published 11 February 2020) 

 

It is common for novice handlers to think that they can influence the behaviour of their dog by 

increasing the volume or force of the cue. We have all been guilty of saying “sit … Sit … SIT!” to 

our dogs at some point in our lives—but does the ‘power’ lie in the cue or the consequence? I 

hope this article by Dr Jen gets you thinking about the relationship between cues, behaviour and 

consequences or, to put it more simply, the ABC’s of dog training 

Today’s topic is one that you might not have 

ever given much thought to, but it has more 

impact on your training than you might think!  

 

What makes behavior happen?  Or to put it 

another way… why does your dog sit, when 

you say “sit!”? 

 

(Or if he doesn’t sit… why not?) 

 

That might seem like a rather esoteric, 

theoretical question at first – but actually, it has 

some pretty significant implications for how we 

train our 

dogs in the 

real world.  

Because 

often, when 

our pups 

aren’t 

listening to 

us, we have 

a tendency 

to focus on 

the wrong 

things. 

 

Which leads 

to frustration 

for everyone 

involved, and doesn’t help to solve the 

problem. 

 

When I’m working with pet owners to teach 

basic obedience skills to their dogs, this is an 

issue that comes up a lot!  I get quite a few 

questions about the best way to give 

commands, because people often assume 

that this is the key to getting the dog to listen.  

 

For example: 

• “Do I need to be more assertive, when I 

tell him to stay?” 

• “I think he doesn’t listen because my 

voice isn’t forceful enough.  He doesn’t 

realize that I’m the boss!” 

• “Is it better to use the action I want as the 

command (like, “lie down!”), or the place 

where I want him to be (like, “bed!” or 

“floor!”)? 

• “Will it confuse him if I give some of his 

commands in English, and some in 

another language – like German, or 

Spanish?” 

And so on. 

 

Before we try to answer these questions, let’s 

take just a moment to talk about how operant 

behavior 

works.  (By 

“operant 

behavior,” I 

mean – 

voluntary 

behaviors, 

that the dog 

is choosing 

to perform.  

Like sitting, or 

coming 

when called, 

or digging in 

the garbage 

can to look 

for leftovers.  

So not an unconscious reflex, or an emotional 

reaction … but pretty much everything else!) 

 

We often use the ‘ABCs of operant behavior’ 

as a way of understanding the relationship 

between the environment, the dog’s behavior, 

and what happens afterwards: 

 

Antecedent > Behavior > Consequence 

 

The antecedent (A) is whatever sets the stage 

for the behavior to happen.  The behavior (B) is 

what the dog does.  And the consequence (C) 

is what happens as a result. 

 

http://www.drjensdogblog.com/
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Why “sit” happens … continued

So let’s look at an example.  Maybe you have 

a dog who likes to snatch unattended food off 

the counter.  (A very common problem, in 

many households!) 

 

What’s the “A-B-C” for this behavior? 

• Antecedent = Owner is cooking and 

leaves the kitchen for a moment 

• Behavior = Dog jumps up to see what’s 

on the counter 

• Consequence = Dog finds a roast 

thawing for dinner, pulls it down, and eats 

the entire thing 

(Our hypothetical owner will no doubt be very 

displeased by this turn of events when she gets 

back to the kitchen, but by then it’s too late!  

The dog has already learned a very interesting 

lesson.) 

 

From the dog’s perspective, his “jumping on 

the counter” behavior was highly successful!  It 

paid off wonderfully, with a delicious reward.  

And because of that, it’s extremely likely that 

he’ll try it again, the next time his owner leaves 

the kitchen during meal prep time.  It he’s 

successful a few more times, this behavior will 

become a firmly entrenched habit that’s very 

hard to break.  

 

Why?  

 

Two words – 

reinforcement history.  

 

The behavior of jumping 

on the counter has 

been strongly rewarded 

(“reinforced,” in 

behavior science terms) 

in the past, so it’s very 

likely to keep happening 

every time the relevant 

antecedent presents 

itself. 

 

Makes sense, right? 

 

So now, let’s look at a 

training example.  Let’s 

say you’re teaching your dog to come when 

you call.  Ideally, the sequence should go 

something like this: 

• Antecedent = “Buddy, come!” (with 

some extra prompting at first, if needed) 

• Behavior = Dog comes to you 

• Consequence = Jackpot of tasty treats 

Once you’ve practiced this a few times, Buddy 

has a pretty solid recall going!  He comes 

running happily as soon as you call.  Is that 

because of the word you’ve chosen as the cue 

for this behavior, or because you’re using just 

the right tone of voice?  

 

No – it’s because the behavior of running to 

you when you call, has a nice strong 

reinforcement history!  

 

So as long as that keeps up, the behavior will 

keep happening whenever you cue it.  Now, 

you can gradually start to increase the difficulty 

level (new places, harder distractions, etc).  

You’re well on your way to having a nice 

reliable recall, as long as you continue making 

it worth his while to respond correctly.  

 

Now… what about when things go wrong? 

 

Let’s say you’ve been a bit lax about 

rewarding your dog after the first few lessons.  

After all, it’s a pretty simple concept – right?  

And when you go to the park, he comes 

running the first time you call him.  Great!  He 

gets a pat on the head, and then you leash 

him up to go home.  

 

After a few days of this, you notice that Buddy 

is now starting to ignore you at the park.  But 

why?  Is he being stubborn or wilful, or trying to 

assert his dominance? 

No.  He’s being a perfectly normal dog, 

responding to a new set of contingencies.  The 

“A-B-C” has changed!  Now, the sequence 

looks like this: 

• Antecedent = “Buddy, come!” 

• Behavior = Dog comes to you 

• Consequence = Leash goes on, time to 

go home 

Buddy has learned that in this context, coming 

to you when you call means his “park time” is 
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Why “sit” happens … continued

over.  Whereas if he ignores you, he gets to 

keep right on having fun!  So he does what any 

rational being would do, and opts for the 

choice that makes more sense to him.  

 

So what does this mean for us, in terms of dog 

training in the real world?  

 

It means that if your dog won’t come when you 

call him, don’t get sidetracked trying to figure 

out how to sound more authoritative.  That’s 

the antecedent (A) in our equation, and it’s 

NOT what drives the behavior.  Your cue just 

lets the dog know when a particular behavior 

(coming back to you, in this case) is likely to 

pay off!  But it won’t make 

the behavior happen, if the 

past reinforcement history 

isn’t there.  

 

That’s the consequence (C) – 

and THAT’S where all the 

power is. 

 

So, if your dog is ignoring you 

at the park, spend some time 

practicing his recall at home 

in an easier environment.  And reward him 

generously when he gets it right!  Once things 

are looking solid again, you can gradually 

increase the difficulty level with new places 

and more distractions.  Just make sure that 

coming when you call him always leads to 

something great, no matter where you are!  

Call him at the park for a game of chase, or a 

jackpot of tasty treats – then release him to go 

play again.  

 

When it’s time to go home, you can still do 

something fun before you get in the car.  Try a 

treat scatter in the grass once the leash is on, or 

a game of tug on the way back to the parking 

lot.  You can still make it worth his while to listen 

– and that will pay huge dividends in the long 

run, in terms of keeping the behavior strong.  

 

There’s a larger lesson here, about 

troubleshooting training issues across the board.  

In almost every case, it doesn’t make any 

difference what specific word you choose, or 

what language you give your commands in, or 

what tone of voice you use when you talk to 

your dog – as long as it’s clear and consistent. 

 

What matters, is that the behavior you want has 

a strong reinforcement history 

in the context where you 

need it.  

 

Whether your dog is pulling 

on the leash when you go for 

a walk, jumping on guests as 

they come in the door, or 

breaking his stay at the start 

line in Agility class – the 

answer is the same.  Don’t 

worry so much about what 

words you’re using, or how forceful you’re 

being when you give your commands.  Focus 

on setting your dog up for success, and 

rewarding the behavior you want.  

 

Help your dog learn that walking nicely beside 

you, or keeping “four on the floor,” or holding a 

solid sit-stay will always pay off – with treats, or 

attention, or a chance to run the Agility course.  

Because at the end of the day, THAT’S what 

makes the behavior happen.  

 

So put your effort where it counts. 

Above: How many CDC instructors and other well-known Canberra dog trainers can you recognise? The 

Canberra contingent were among 270 dog  trainers who attended the annual Association of Pet Dog 

Trainers conference in the Hunter Valley in November 2019. It was fabulous! 
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2019 Xmas Party & Awards 

The Club held its Christmas Party and Annual Awards event on 8 December 2019. It included the 

presentation of perpetual trophies, keepsakes for members who earnt official titles with their dogs, 

and certificates of appreciation for members who  made a special contribution to the Club during 

the year. The Annual Awards recognised achievements from 1 November 2018 to 31 October 

2019. Congratulations to all members for their efforts and contributions during the year. 

Details of recipients are provided on the following pages. 

Photos by Carmen Kong and Rachel McKeever 

Top: The Club’s 

Demonstration Team 

assemble for their 

performance 

 

Bottom: Candidates for ‘Best 

Dressed Pooch’ relax before 

the judging 
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2019 Xmas Party & Awards … continued

COMPANION DOG OF THE YEAR 
 
This is the Club’s oldest and most prestigious 

award, dating from 1960 – just two years after 

the Club was established. The award now 

recognises outstanding achievements by 

handler and dog teams in any discipline(s) 

supported by the Club. Outstanding 

achievement can include gaining high order 

titles within or across sports disciplines. Apart 

from achievement, the handler must have also 

made a contribution to the life of the Club 

throughout the year.  

 

Joanne Hagan’s German Shorthaired Pointer 

Dual Champion (T.Ch) Fourjays Enter the 

Dragon CDX RM ORA ET (‘Kaleb’)  

Joanne and her German Shorthaired Pointer 

‘Kaleb’ attained their Tracking Dog Excellent 

(TDX) title in 2018 and were awarded the 

Tracking Achievement Award at the Club’s 

2018 Awards in recognition of these results. 

  

In 2019 they went many steps further, attaining 

their Track 7 and Track 8 passes (with ratings of 

‘Very Good’) thereby earning their Australian 

Tracking Champion title. To earn each of these 

passes, nine year old Kaleb had to find and 

then follow an aged track up to three hours old 

for 1200 metres with multiple changes of 

directions over the set distance and at least 

two ’wrong’ tracks crossing the ’right’ track. 

And to make it even harder, he had to follow 

the scent of an unknown person. Joanne, as 

Kaleb’s handler, simply placed her faith in her 

dog’s ability - and the extensive training they 

had undertaken - to support his performance  

in the field. 

  

Joanne has been a member of the Club for 

many years and helped facilitate the Club’s 

mid-week peer training sessions in 2019 as well 

as running the ACT Tracking Facebook page. 

This year she continues her involvement as a 

member of the newly formed Tracking Sub-

Committee. 

  

Congratulations to both Joanne and Kaleb  for 

their great team work and perseverance in a 

very difficult sport. 

  

 OBEDIENCE DOG OF THE YEAR 

 
This is the Club’s most prestigious award for 

Obedience Trialling. The award is presented to 

the dog that has excelled in Obedience Trials 

during the year, preferably at or above Open 

level. In order to be considered for this award 

the handler must have made a contribution to 

the life of the Club throughout the year. 

 

Karen Hobson’s Border Collie Lifesong All About 

Jazz UDX RA (‘Jazz’) 

Karen and Jazz achieved their Utility Dog 

Excellence (UDX) title in 2019  being only the 

fourth dog/handler team in the ACT region to 

achieve this title. Karen helps out with 

processing scores at agility trials and has 

recently joined the Agility Sub-Committee. 

 

AGILITY DOG OF THE YEAR 
 
This is the Club’s most prestigious award for 
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2019 Xmas Party & Awards … continued

Agility. The award is presented to the dog that 

has excelled in Agility Trials in the ACT during 

the year and is based on a pointscore system. 

In order to be considered for the award the 

handler must have also made a contribution to 

the life of the Club throughout the year. 

 

Linda Spinaze’s Border Collie ‘Brunig’ ADM JDM 

JDO ADO GDM SPDM SDX 

 

Finally! After a number of years as the runner-

up for this award. Linda and her eight-year-old 

working Border Collie Brunig have finally 

secured the prize with 29 qualifications 

including 19 first places. Linda is an active 

instructor in the Club’s Agility and Behaviour 

Training programs. Linda also continues to 

contribute to the management of the Club, as 

convenor of the Agility Sub-Committee and as 

a member of the Main Committee. 
 

FLYBALL DOG OF THE YEAR  
 
This is the Club’s most prestigious award for 

Flyball.  The award is presented to the dog that 

has excelled in Flyball competition during the 

year. In order to be considered for this award 

the handler must have made a contribution to 

the life of the Club throughout the year. 

 

Pauline Dikmans’ Border Collie Windeyer Ky FM 

(‘Ky’) - photo at right 

Pauline and Ky commenced flyball training 

with X-Factor in 2016 and they quickly 

graduated to becoming a full racing squad 

member and the teams’ start dog. Their first 

Race Meet was at the Million Paws Walk indoor 

competition in Canberra in May 2017. It was 

obvious, from their first outing that they would 

become an integral part of the racing squad. 

Pauline and Ky quickly adapted to the role of 

start position within the team, which they have 

not relinquished since. This position requires 

focus, timing, toughness and speed to be 

successful.  

 

Throughout their X-Factor careers, they have 

competed successfully at 21 race meets where 

Ky has always shown sustained reliability, 

quickness and consistency. Ky has also 

displayed excellent temperament, while being 

unphased in the chaotic surrounding that goes 

with starting a flyball race and has competed 

accordingly.  

 

Ky has now achieved the title of Flyball Master 

(FM) passing 400 points early in his career. 

 

HANDLING AWARDS 
 

Cleo Award for Companion Level  
 

This award was not presented in 2019. 

 

Goldberg Trophy for Comp Day Pointscore 

Winner 

 
This award was not presented in 2019. 
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Most Improved Dog Trophy 

 
This award is presented to the dog that has 

shown significant improvement in training in 

any discipline during the year through the 

dedication and commitment of its handler.  This 

award was donated in 1965 and is the Club’s 

third oldest trophy. 

 

Catriona Anderson’s Golden Retriever/Kelpie X 

‘Lily’ 

 

Catriona started in Foundation Term 4 (2017) 

with her adolescent farm-bred Golden 

Retriever-Kelpie X ‘Lily’. More Kelpie than 

Golden Retriever, Lily found classes highly 

stimulating and found it very hard to contain 

her enthusiasm and energy – a sharp contrast 

to Catriona’s previous steady and thoughtful 

Golden Retriever. Catriona and Lily have 

repeated multiple classes in the past two years, 

with Catriona showing dedication and 

commitment to classes with regular 

attendance. Lily is now working at Companion 

level off-lead in highly distracting environments. 

 

Catriona has also given back to the club and 

extended her understanding of dog behaviour 

and training by completing the Behaviour 

Training instructors course in 2018 and 

conducting classes every term since. 

  

Handler of the Year Award 

 
This award is presented to a member who has 

shown outstanding handling skills in training, 

competition and/or trials in any discipline 

supported by the Club during the year and 

who has brought credit to the Club through 

their commitment, dedication and conduct.  

 

Jane Heseltine with Beedashie Bumblebee ADX 

JDX (‘Archie’) 

 

Jane Heseltine and Archie have come a long 

way since starting Agility training. Archie, being 

a tiny Dachshund, started off being a bit unsure 

about some of the equipment. He was a bit 

wary of the contacts, the tunnels were a bit 

daunting and he was a bit timid around some 

of his classmates. With persistence and good 

positive reinforcement Jane was able to build 

Archie’s confidence to the point that Archie is 

now loving his agility. Their confidence is now 

so high that they have become a very 

consistent team at trials with lots of qualifying 

rounds in 2019. They are now competing at the 

Masters level and have achieved many clear 

rounds.  

 

Jane and Archie are a great team to watch 

run and take on the challenging courses. It has 

been a pleasure to instruct Jane and Archie 

and see them improve in class and through 

attending training seminars. Jane is an 

enthusiastic and positive member of class and 

it is a credit to her training and handling that 

Archie is now so confident and excelling in 

Agility.  

Above: Archie flying at the 2019 ACT Agility Titles 

(Photo: Carmen Kong) 

 

Junior Handler of the Year Award 

 
This award is presented to a junior handler 

(under 16) who has regularly attended classes 

in any discipline and has made significant 

progress in training their dog during the year. 

This award was donated in 1961 and is the  

Club’s second oldest trophy. 
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Kiriley Johnston with ‘Herbie’ 

Fourteen-year-old Kiriley and her Labrador 

Retriever X Herbie are a very impressive team. 

Kiriley has attended classes regularly, takes on 

suggestions, and clearly practices with her 

dog. They have developed a good 

relationship. Well done Kiriley and Herbie on  

your dedication to training in 2019. 

 

DANCES WITH DOGS AWARDS 
 

Pavilion Trophy for DWD Freestyle 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has achieved high aggregate 

scores for any Freestyle titles and where the 

handler has made a contribution to life of the 

Club throughout the year.  

 

Natasha Sands’ Kelpie X Labrador ‘Pepsi’ ADX 

JDX JDO SD SPD FS.S 

 

Natasha and Pepsi, a Labrador X, have 

continued their dedicated training efforts at 

DWD again in 2019. The work that Natasha puts 

in shows in the talents of her dog - a great 

example at her young age. The team 

continues to entertain with creative moves in 

their DWD routines. 

 

Natasha and Pepsi also became famous in 

2019  when they progressed through the 

auditions for Australia’s Got Talent until they 

finally performed for the judges. While they 

didn’t make it to the Grand Final, they put in a 

fantastic effort to receive a lovely comment 

from the judges to come back again in 2020. 

Natasha and Pepsi have also done well in DWD 

competitions over the past twelve months with 

placings in both freestyle and heelwork and 

coming home with a Freestyle Starters title. 

Congratulations on your achievements and 

keep up the good work!  

Tony Turner Award for DWD Heelwork to 

Music 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has achieved high aggregate 

scores for any Heelwork to Music titles and 

where the handler has made a contribution to 

life of the Club throughout the year.  

 
Raelene Stewart’s French Bulldog, Frogwyck 

Bella Paris HTM.S (‘Paris’) 
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Paris is a sweet little seven year old French 

Bulldog with the biggest heart and a love of 

entertaining. Paris and Raelene have graced 

the circles of DWD for some years, however 

they have only recently moved from Freestyle 

to Heelwork to Music. While Paris has had a 

quiet year with Raelene taking on instructing, 

she grabbed her dancing collar from the 

cupboard for a local DWD competition in late 

2019. Paris received two first places from her 

two routines and achieved a high point award 

at each with 170 and 175 out of 180. She also 

received her Heelwork to Music Starters title at 

the event. 

 

Paris has now amassed ten wins from ten 

competitions. A great achievement! Who 

would have thought this for a Frenchie with a 

heart condition! This supports that DWD is a 

sport focussed on fun, and is suitable for any 

combination of dog/handler capabilities.  

 

Big Mac DWD Encouragement Award 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to DWD training and has made 

commendable progress in class during the 

year. 

 

Jill Bradfield’s Australian Kelpie ‘Possum’ 

 

Jill and her dog Possum, a five year old rescue 

Australian Kelpie, joined the DWD team while 

Possum was recovering from an injury. The 

team already had quite a few tricks to their 

bow, and they slotted in well, continuing to 

refine their current tricks and to develop new 

moves. Possum found it a little challenging to 

be calm in the presence of other dogs and 

between wanting to be one step ahead of Jill, 

and ensuring that the other dogs were a safe 

distance away, Possum ensured that Jill got 

plenty of physical and mental exercise as well! 

 

Jill’s words still resound from the first week – “This 

is only for fun, I am NEVER competing”. Over 

the year, the team blossomed. Possum honed 

her accuracy of positions and moves, and 

became much calmer in the presence of other 

dogs. Jill’s confidence has grown and she is 

moving more freely with her dance mate - 

together they are a pleasure to watch. 

 

By far the most improved team throughout the 

year, the first local competition saw Jill and 

Possum in the Freestyle Starters class, bringing 

home a 2nd place and a pass from their two 

routines. Jill and Possum are a great example 

of the ability for DWD to build the skills and 

confidence of both dog and handler. They are 

very deserving of this award.  

  

TRACKING AWARDS 
 

Tracking Achievement Award 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has achieved success in Tracking 

and/or Track & Search trials during the year 

and where the handler has made a 

contribution to the life of the Cub throughout 

the year. 

 

John Gryniewicz’s German Shepherd Dog 

‘Woof’ 

 

John Gryniewicz achieved a Tracking Dog 

Excellent (TDX) title with his German Shepherd 

Dog Woof in 2019. John and Woof travelled to 

Sydney to trial and John showed real 

persistence. Despite a number of unsuccessful 

attempts, Woof got her final TDX pass at one of 

the last trials in the season. 

 

John contributes to the sport of Tracking by 

stewarding at trials and assisting other handlers 

with their tracking practice. 

 

Tracking Encouragement Award 
 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Tracking and/or Track & 

Search training and has made commendable 

progress during the year.   

 



Page | 30 The Good Companion | May 2020| Vol 32| No 1-2 

2019 Xmas Party & Awards … continued

Maxine Robinson’s Labrador Retriever ‘Juno’ 

 

Maxine was a regular attendee at the 

tracking peer training days in 2019 and made 

good progress with her young Labrador Juno. 

Tracking is one of the hardest disciplines for 

new handlers and Maxine worked hard to 

identify and use the high-value rewards 

needed for tracking. Maxine also trained Juno 

in a range of different types of terrain and 

vegetation to build on her dog’s understanding 

of how to track in a differing conditions and 

areas. Juno is a natural and has lots of 

potential to succeed with tracking. 

 

RALLY OBEDIENCE AWARDS 

 

Rally-O Achievement Award 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has excelled in Rally Obedience 

trials during the year and where the handler 

has made a contribution to the life of the Club 

throughout the year. 

 

Naarilla Hirsch’s Border Collie RO CH El’Shamah 

Arcus RAE RM AD JDX GD SD SPDX (‘Arcus’) 

 

Naarilla has been a handler and regular 

instructor in Agility, Obedience and Rally 

Obedience at the Club for over 10 years. Her 

Border Collie Arcus has not been the easiest 

dog to train. He has plenty of drive and 

enthusiasm and makes sure Naarilla is 

consistent with her handling cues when training 

and trialling. Naarilla is always willing to help 

other handlers with their training issues – in her 

role as an instructor and as a fellow class 

member. She epitomises dedication to training, 

learning and striving to do her best every time 

she steps into the ring with Arcus. 

 

 

 

 

Arcus and Naarilla had a highly successful year 

in Rally Obedience trialling in 2019 gaining their 

Australian Rally Obedience Champion title  

and we congratulate them on their 

achievements. 

 

Rally-O Encouragement Award 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Rally-O training and has made 

commendable progress during the year. 

 

Emma Easton’s Staffordshire Bull Terrier 

Australian Cattle Dog X ‘Ace’ 

 

Emma has regularly attended Rally-O training 

with her enthusiastic dog Ace. She has worked 

hard to channel Ace’s energy and enthusiasm 

towards polishing their Rally skills. Emma has 

taught Ace to be calm and quiet in his crate so 

she is able to help set up, walk and pack away 

the course. Emma has also stewarded at trials, 

making the most of these opportunities to learn 
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as much as she can about the sport. Their 

persistence and efforts are shown in the 

progress they have made as a team. We look 

forward to seeing Emma and Ace in the trial 

ring soon. 

OBEDIENCE TRIALLING POINT 

SCORE AWARDS 
 

Jo Ballard Award for Community 

Companion Dog (CCD) 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate 

score qualifying for their Community 

Companion Dog (CCD) obedience title.  

 

Anne Walkington’s Labrador Retriever Ch 

Chergari Silent Night CD RA (‘Jinx’) with a total 

of 288 points out of a possible 300 (including 

two first places and one second place).  

 

See photo top right. 

 

 

Novice (CD) Point Score Trophy 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate 

score qualifying for their Companion Dog (CD) 

title.  

 

Karen Hobson’s Border Collie Lifesong Out of 

The Abyss CD JD TD (‘Abby’) with a total of 582 

points out of a possible 600 (including two first 

places).  

 

Open (CDX) Point Score Trophy 
 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate 

score qualifying for their Open (CDX) title.  

 

Karen Hobson’s Labrador Charalandra Loose as 

Diamonds CDX ADX JDX SD (‘Jem’) with a total 

of 545 points out of a possible 600 including 

one first place, one second place and one 

fourth place. 

 

Gumboot Trophy for Open (CDX) 

Obedience 

 

This award was not presented in 2019. 

 

Utility (UD) Point Score Trophy 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate 

score qualifying for their Utility (UD) title.  

 

Laraine Frawley’s Golden Retriever Dual Neut 

Ch Morningmyst Lord Of The Isle UD RAE ORA 

ADX SD GD SPDX (‘Tully’) with a total of 577 

points out of a possible 600 including three first 

placings. See photo next page. 
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Above: Laraine Frawley and ‘Tully’ with their UD 

pointscore award 

 

Utility Dog Excellent (UDX) Point Score 

Trophy 
 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate score 

qualifying for their Utility Dog Excellent (UDX) 

title.  

 

Karen Hobson’s Border Collie Lifesong All About 

Jazz UDX RA (‘Jazz’) with a total of 554 points 

out of a possible 600 including three first 

placings. 

 

AGILITY AWARDS 
 

The following awards are based on results 

gained in agility and jumping trials sanctioned 

by the Australian National Kennel Council 

(ANKC). 

 

Agility Clear Round Award 
 

This award is presented to the handler and 

dog team that has achieved a high level of 

consistency in local trials during the year. It is 

based on the number of qualifications gained 

at trials regardless of placings. 

 

Lara Sedgmen and Hungarian Vizsla Ch 

Graebrook Dublin Rogue (‘Dublin’) RN ORA 

ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDX SPDX with 34 

qualifications. Lara and Dublin also won this 

award in 2016, 2017 and 2018.  

 

Novice Agility Dog of the Year 

 
This award is presented to the dog that has 

achieved the highest placings to gain its Agility 

Dog (AD) and Jumping Dog (JD) titles.  

 

Simone Pensko’s West Highland White Terrier 

Albiglen Nicoles Choice AD JD GD SD (‘Ivy’) 

 

Dublin flying at the 2019 

ACT Agility Titles (Photo: 

Carmen Kong) 
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FLYBALL AWARDS 
 

Morris Encouragement Award 
 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Flyball training and has made 

commendable progress during the year. 

 

Angharad Lodwick’s Koolie ‘Pepper’ 

Angharad (Hari) joined the 

Club in January 2017 with her 

rehomed dog Pepper. Pepper 

can display highly reactive 

behaviour in some situations 

and it has taken all of Hari’s 

skills and patience – 

developed as a front-line 

officer in her professional life – 

to slowly and patiently modify 

Pepper’s challenging 

behaviour. Hari and Pepper 

commenced Flyball training in 

late 2018 , and over time with 

Hari’s patient approach, 

Pepper’s demeanour has 

improved. Hari has shown 

unwavering commitment to all 

aspects of Pepper’s training 

and has been calmly counter-

conditioning and desensitizing 

him to the triggers that set him 

off. With the progress we have 

seen, we are looking forward 

to Hari and Pepper  joining the X-Factor  racing 

team in 2020. 

 

NEW INSTRUCTORS 
 

Certificates are awarded to instructors who 

have qualified to teach any discipline during 

the year. In 2019 we welcomed the following 

new Behaviour Training instructors: 

 

• Fiona Straffon 

• Oliver Caddick 

• Izabela Lisiecka 

• Penny Pardoe-Matthews 

• Julie Whitmore 

• Kathleen Plowman 

• Dianne Gallasch 

• Ping Leong 

• Sophie Dunstone  

 

INSTRUCTOR LONG SERVICE 

AWARDS 
 

In 2019 several instructors reached significant 

milestones in their association with the Club. A 

big thank you to:  

 

• Lesley Pothan (10 years) 

• Jane Vickers (10 years) 

• Stuart Barrow (10 years) 

• Hilarie Kemp  (10 years) 

• Cath Perry (10 years) 

Photo: Most of the class of 2019 instructors 

Back – Oliver, Penny and Fiona; 

Front – Kathleen (with Nellie), Ping, Julie (with 

Bea) and Dianne. Photo courtesy of Penny 

Pardoe-Matthews 
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• Susan Barnard (5 years) 

• Rachel McKeever (5 years) 

• Karen Edwards (5 years) 

 

CANINE CITIZENSHIP AWARD 
 

The Dog-as-Therapy program commenced in 

late 1988 by the late Margaret McNicol and 

has been sustained over many years by Joyce 

Thompson and more recently Lesley Pothan. 

The Club’s Dogs-as-Therapy team visit a 

number of residential aged care facilities, 

schools and community groups on a volunteer 

basis bringing affection, comfort and 

happiness to all they meet. In 2019 one 

member of the team reached a long service 

milestone: 

 

• Sharon Kelly and her Schnauzer Poodle X, 

‘Rosie’ (5 years) 

 

Canine Citizenship Awards are presented to 

members who regularly participate in Dogs-as-

Therapy activities. In 2019 three new teams 

joined the Club’s Dogs-as-Therapy activities: 

 

• Rose Ledinic and her Shih Tzu ‘Wooki’ 

• Jonathan Lyall and his Greyhound ‘Tia’ 

• Catherine Lymbery and her Japanese 

Spitz ‘Akara’ 

 

Certificates of Appreciation were also 

presented to the following Club members for 

their continuing support of DAT in 2019: 

 

• Sandra Beaton and West Highland Terrier 

‘Peggie’ 

• Don Burton with Greyhound ‘Bear’ 

• Morag Cotsell with Australian Kelpie X 

‘Bess’ 

• Betty Edwards with Golden Retriever 

‘Bonnie’ 

• Karen Haines with Bearded Collie ‘Toby’ 

• Terri Keough with Sheltie ‘Jasper’ 

• Jeff Kingwell with Golden Retriever ‘Bear’ 

• Mike Lynch with Poodle Xs ‘Indie’ and 

‘Maisie’ 

• Kath McQuarrie with Miniature 

Schnauzers ‘Hope’ and ‘Rocky’ 

• Pam Peppercorn and Whippet ‘Elle’ 

• Debbie Perrin and Miniature Schnauzer 

‘Astra’ 

• Lesley Pothan and Shih Tzu ‘Molly’ 

• Christine Rees and Miniature Schnauzer 

‘Phoebe’ 

• Beryl Sipes and Poodle X ‘Bailey’  

• Anne Walkington and Labrador ‘Holly’ 

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 
 
Each year we present certificates to a small 

number of members and supporters for their 

special contribution to the Club during the 

year. In 2019 certificates were presented to: 

 

• Ellendon Pastoral Company for kindly 

allowing free use of their land in July 2019 

to run the Club’s Tracking Dog Trial. 

• Julie Cutts for her contribution to the 

Noseworks Game Day 

• John Sam for his contribution to the 

Noseworks Game Day  

 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL KENNEL 

COUNCIL TITLES 

Each year the Club recognises the 

achievements of members who have 

competed in various dog sports activities that 

are supported by the Club. Competitions are 

regularly held in the ACT and throughout 

Australia at which dog and handler teams can 

test their competence and skills against 

national performance standards in the 

following sports: Agility, Dances With Dogs, 

Flyball, Obedience Trialling, Rally Obedience 

and Tracking. Club members are presented 

with engraved glass coasters for titles earnt 

with their dogs during the year.  

In 2019  we recognised handlers who earnt 89 

titles with 33 dogs in the following disciplines: 

• Agility – 43 

• DWD – 1 

• Flyball – 12 

• Obedience Trialling – 11 

• Rally Obedience– 20 

• Tracking – 2 

 

Six members attained outstanding trialling 

achievements in 2019: 

 

• Joanne Hagan & her German Shorthaired 

Pointer, Dual Champion Fourjays Enter the 

Dragon (‘Kaleb’) achieving their 

Australian Tracking Champion title 

• Laraine Frawley & her Golden Retriever, 

Dual Champion Twigworth Jasper 

(‘Cameron’) achieving their Australian 

Obedience Champion title 

• Lara Sedgmen & her Hungarian Vizsla, 

Dual Champion, Graebrook Dublin Rogue 

(‘Dublin’) achieving their Australian Agility 

Champion title 

• Jenny O’Conner & her Golden Retriever, 

Goldtreve Sweet Chili Jam (‘Chillee’) 
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achieving their Australian Rally 

Obedience Champion title  

• Cath Perry & her Golden Retriever, Dual 

Champion Caerhays Glen Keetah 

(Keetah) achieving their Australian Rally 

Obedience Champion title (right) 

• Kay Malone & her Border Collie ‘Jamie’ 

achieving their Australian Rally 

Obedience Champion title (below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Australian National Kennel Council and 

Australian Flyball Association titles attained in 

2019 included:  

 

• Thomas Anderson & his Border Collie  

‘Ace’ FDCH 

• Judith Barlow & her Brittany Ch Riverreed 

Shez Tailermaid  RA RE ADX JDX GDX 

• Kylie Brown & her Miniature Poodle 

Alamoana To Sir with Love AD ADX ADM 

JDX GD SD 

• Rhonda Cameron & her Labrador X 

‘Boston’ FM 

• Pauline Dikmans & her Border Collie 

Windeyer Ky FM 

• Vikki Evans & her Australian Kelpie 

Ameroo Quiz  SPDX 

• Vikki Evans & her Australian Kelpie Lokabe  

Rhythm II  CCD RN RA 

• Nikki Fallon & her Cocker Spaniel 

Neberden Perfectionist CD RA ADX JDX 

JDO SD AFCH 

• Mick Fordyce & his Border Collie X 

‘Lochie’  FD FDX FDCH AFCH 

• Laraine Frawley & her Golden Retriever, 

Dual Neuter CH Morningmyst Lord Of The 

Isle UD ADX SD 

• John Gryniewicz & his Long Stock Coat 

German Shepherd Dog ‘Woof’ TDX 

• Jane Heseltine & her Long-Haired 

Miniature Dachshund Beedashie 

Bumblebee   ADX JDX 

• Karen Hobson & her Labrador Retriever 

Charalandra Loose as Diamonds  CDX 

ADX JDX SD 

• Karen Hobson & her Border Collie 

Lifesong All About Jazz  UDX 

• Karen Hobson & her Border Collie 

Lifesong Out Of The Abyss  CD JD TD 

• Sue Howie & her Australian Kelpie 

‘Rocket’  RM 

• Pamela Hunt & her Welsh Corgi 

(Pembroke) Neut Ch Anwyl Izybela  JD 

• Patricia Looker & her Cocker Spaniel 

Robmond Meridian Moon  CCD CD RA 
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• Vanessa March & her Border Collie ‘Pippa’ AD JD AFCH FM 

• Simone Pensko & her West Highland White Terrier Albiglen Nicoles Choice  AD JD GD SD 

• Holly Rieger & her Saluki ‘Zephr’ RN 

• Natasha Sands & her Labrador X ‘Pepsi’ ADX JDX JDO SD SPD FS.S 

• Dana Simonsen & her Old English Sheepdog Neut Ch Perfu Apollo  SPD 

• Raelene Stewart & her French Bulldog Frogwyck Bella Paris  HTM.S 

• Denise Stirzaker & her Poodle X ‘Pixie’ JDO 

• Nicola Swan & her Miniature Schnauzer Pawsintime My Boy Benson  JD GD 

• Cathy Vaughan & her Border Collie Arajoel Xtra Specl Austin  AFCH 

• Jane Vickers & her Pointer Rhyll Vienna  RN RA 

• Anne Walkington & her Labrador Retriever Ch Riftintime Bohemian Rhapsody  RAE RM 

• Anne Walkington & her Labrador Retriever Ch Chergari Silent Night  CCD CD RN RA 

• Airlie White & her Border Collie Kerodan Wicca Spirit  RN JDM SDX 

• Airlie White & her Border Collie, Kerodan Badjas Drift  RM 

• Geoff Woodman & his Golden Retriever Neut Grand Ch Caerhays Glen Hamish RM 

Top: Line-up of Best 

Dressed Pooches – with 

Life Member June Rowe 

(third from right) 

 

 

 

Right: Julie Whitmore’s 

Labrador Retriever ‘Bea’ 

showing her simple but 

prize-winning outfit! 

 

 

 

Left: Class member 

Kathleen Plowman 

presents Barbara 

Gough with a thank you 

gift for coaching the 

Drill/Demonstration 

team throughout 2019 



Access to the car park is RESTRICTED at the following times: 
 

Wednesdays 9.30am—12.45pm 
Thursdays 6.15pm—9.30pm 
 Sundays 9.00am—12.15pm 

 during class terms 
 

ONLY Instructors, Committee and Sub-Committee members,  
Life Members and members with disabled parking permits 

may use the car park during these times.  

RESERVED PARKING 
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Christmas Raffle Sponsors 

 

A big thank you to  the following local businesses and Club members for supporting the Christmas 

raffle: 

• Tricia and Geoff Woodman for donating their amazing stash of dog beds and other goodies 

• Vanessa March for the bubbly and wine 

• Liz and Mike Lynch for the wonderful tartan collar and lead  

• Katrina Morton and the Paws Shop 

• Kambah Tavern Pub for donating 6 bottles of wine!  

MAJURA PARK 
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    By Jake Blight  © 

Tracking is where a dog uses its natural scenting 

ability to follow the scent trail left by a human 

who previously walked across an area.  It is 

something most dogs love doing. The 

importance of tracking dogs for police work 

and search and rescue is well known. But did 

you know that you can train your pet dog to 

track and even enter trials (competitions) to 

test them against national standards? 

 

All dogs already know how to track, the trick is 

in teaching them which scent you want them 

to follow and motivating them to keep 

following it to the end.  In some ways it is the 

easiest of the dog sports - because the dog 

already knows how to do it. But in many ways it 

is the hardest - you can't see (or smell) what the 

dog is smelling and the dog has to keep its 

concentration for a long period (the tests 

range from 400 metres to 1200 metres) without 

getting distracted by wildlife and other exciting 

smells.  Plus the human part of the team has a 

lot to learn about scent. So if you are looking 

for something that is really easy and doesn't 

need much skill or perseverance at the person-

end, tracking might not be for you. But if you 

want to see your dog do something amazing 

and really build your skill as a trainer then 

tracking might be for you - especially if you like 

walking. 

 

Tracking can be done in an urban environment 

or in the bush. There are some differences in 

technique (see below) but the basic ideas and 

skills are the same. The dogs are always on lead 

(a 10 metre  lead) and only one dog gets 

worked at a time so it is a good activity for 

reactive dogs.  Tracking tends to tire your dog 

quite quickly because it is mentally demanding 

as well as quite physical - 15 minutes of tracking 

will tire my Border Collie out as much as a two 

hour walk. Tracking will also build your dog’s 

mental stamina, making it easier for them to 

stay focused and calm, even away from 

tracking. That can help make other types of 

training easier. 

 

Dogs of all ages can track, my current dog 

started when she was 12 weeks old, one of my 

previous tracking dogs did not start until she 

was nearly 10 years old.  There are no 

prerequisites to join the Club’s tracking group. 

However, you need to be self-motivated and 

willing to help others as most practice is done 

on your own or with one or two fellow 

enthusiasts.  

 

Urban tracking  

 

Urban tracking may be easier for handlers who 

have some mobility issues or who don't have 

easy access to bush/grass areas for bush 

tracking training, but in many ways it is quite 

different to bush tracking. In urban tracking 

dogs track over bitumen, concrete and other 

urban areas including highly 'polluted' areas 

such as school ovals and bus stops. The 

tracking is quite challenging for the dogs as 

there is generally less scent and many different 

scent challenges including working with scent 

that is swept along by cars or pushed around 

buildings. Dogs need to 'trail' and sometimes 

'air scent' as well as track ground scent. There 

are not as many kangaroos but there are 

plenty of other distractions including cats, other 

dogs, rubbish and food scraps and people! 

Tracking in the bush (Photo: Joanne Hagan) 

 Tracking update 
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I have only trained one dog for urban tracking—’Sonic’ my Border Collie. Sonic had experience in 

bush tracking before we started urban tracking but I found myself having to go back to basics 

and train almost from scratch. I spent quite a lot of time in large empty carparks until we got the 

hang of finding the scent on bitumen surfaces. When we went back to bush tracking it took me a 

while to get her back to footstep tracking, having encouraged trailing in urban landscapes. There 

are a few things I would probably do differently next time. Since Sonic got her Track and Search 

Grand Championship title (in October 2014) more people have started doing urban tracking and 

there is now more experience for enthusiasts to draw on.  

 

Unfortunately due to the impact of COVID-19 most of the Club’s structured training activities for 

the 2020 tracking season have been cancelled (at this point in time).  For more information about 

the Club’s tracking activities  join the ACT Region Tracking Dogs Google Group or ACT Tracking 

Facebook page (contact the CDC office and your request will be passed on to the relevant 

administrator). 
 

Below: Sonic following a track in a well-known Canberra setting  (Photo: Jake Blight) 

 

Would you like to advertise in the Club’s magazine ?  We distribute 

about 350 copies of the magazine to members four times a year 

and you can access all issues on our website - it’s a great way to get 

your name out there. Advertising for the August issue is due by the 1 

August. Current advertising rates are: 

TGC ADVERTISING 

Page Size Width Length 
Single 

(1 issue) 

Yearly 

(4 issues) 

Full Page 170 mm 270 mm $60.00 $225.00   

1/2 Page 170 mm 130 mm $35.00 $125.00   

1/4 Page 80 mm 130 mm $20.00 No Yearly rate 

Email contact@actcdc.org.au if you would like to advertise. 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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What a busy and exciting Term 1 it was with the 

introduction of Trick Dogs into our Wednesday night 

Dancing with Dogs classes. 

 

Informally, Trick Dog training started just after 

Christmas.  Several of us came together to practice 

our tricks in preparation for the very first Trick Dogs 

Competition in Australia which was run by the 

Belconnen Dog Obedience Club.  The event was 

held at Tuggeranong Archery Centre on 18 January 

and it was well represented with approximately 120 

teams, of all ages and sizes, from as far away as 

Melbourne and Sydney.   

 

Competing teams each chose six of their best tricks 

from the 15 tricks in the Australian National Kennel 

Council’s Trick Dog Rules to take forward to the 

competition ring.  A few of the tricks Club members 

undertook included: Paw on hand, Finding straddle, 

Sit pretty, Leg weave – Figure of 8, Send over a 

jump, Circle spin, Nose to hand touch with two 

seconds duration (surprisingly one of the hardest 

tricks), Following target stick, Take a bow, and Go 

Round (an object). 

 

The Club was capably represented by: 

 

• Natasha Sands with Pepsi (Labrador X) and 

Nebula (Cocker Spaniel) 

• Hilarie Kemp and Rookie (Australia Kelpie X) 

• Juliet Ward and Freda (Rhodesian 

Ridgeback) 

• Dana Simonsen and Apollo (Old English 

Sheepdog)   

• Raelene Stewart with Paris and Ted (French 

Bulldogs) 

 

It was an incredibly hot day but a lot of fun.  I think 

everyone realised that it was not quite as easy as 

one might think. It was exciting to see that most of 

the teams brought home their Trick Dog Starter titles 

(with the competition conducted as three separate 

trials to enable competitors to earn sufficient passes 

to get their first title in one day). Congratulations to 

everyone! 

 

February saw the commencement of the formal 

Trick Dog training session with several members 

joining. We welcomed Anne and Scout (Nova 

Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever), Hilarie and Rookie, Jill 

and Possum (Australian Kelpie), Juliet and Freda, 

Dianne and Josie (Miniature Dachshund), Holly and  

 

 By Raelene Stewart  — Convenor 

    Dances with Dogs 

       and Trick Dogs 

Apollo and the  

‘Go Round’ 

Pepsi and the  

‘Paw On Hand’ 
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Zephyr (Saluki) and Jane and Rosco (Siberian 

Husky X).  

 

We had almost completed learning the full set 

of 15 tricks when we were pulled up short by 

COVID-19’s social isolation requirements.  

Everyone showed some great skills (and 

dedication to homework) to get through a 

rather full, but fun, term. That is one good thing 

about tricks, practicing at home needs only 

take a few minutes at a time and it is a whole lot 

of fun. 

 

Term 1 of the Dances with Dogs class followed 

the Trick Dogs class.  We welcomed Jane and 

Jazz (Poodle X) back after a period learning 

Agility. Jane’s experience and enthusiasm 

encouraged everyone to step out of their 

comfort zone.  As the current members have 

been with the group for a while, it was an 

opportunity to start developing some more 

complex moves.  This proved to be a lot of fun 

and a challenge.  There will be some time now 

for lots of research into new music and putting 

together some choreography with the newly 

learned moves.  We look forward to seeing the 

new routines in the future. 

 

The great thing about Trick Dog training and 

Dances with Dogs is that it is all positive. You and 

your dog can learn at your pace and  keep 

practice fun and low pressure (just as all training 

should be). And even better, you do not need 

to have a particular breed of dog –all sorts can 

enjoy it and have a great time. 

 

We will be looking to commence a new Starters 

Trick Dog class when classes resume and a 

Novice Trick Dog class for those who completed 

Starters classes.  There will also be a DWD class.  

However, specific arrangements will need to 

wait until we regain access to the Pavilion at the 

Queanbeyan Showground and public health 

measures allow us to return to training. 

Above: Freda and the ‘Step Up’ 

Below: Paris and  the ‘Take A Bow’ 

Photos both pages by Sportz Fotos 



26 November 2019 
• We agreed to continue structured 

discussions facilitated by Julie Whitmore, 

involving the Main Committee and Sub-

committee members. 

• We noted that the Working Group 

formed in March 2019 had not met since 

the AGM and that it will reconvene in 

December to consider next steps. 

• We noted a small profit of $3,200 

(excluding depreciation), which was 

better than the same time last year 

when the loss was $5,743. 

• We noted an out-of-session agreement 

to upgrade our security monitoring to 4G 

which will prepare us for eventual 

transition to the NBN. 

• We agreed to apply 

for a grant under the 

ACT Government’s 

Capital Assistance 

Program to fund the 

replacement of two 

air-conditioners in the 

kitchen and 

instructors room 

which are beyond 

repair. 

• We noted recent 

snake sightings on the grounds, which 

highlighted the need to replace the seal 

at the bottom of the workshop door(s) to 

prevent snakes from entering the 

building, and the removal of rubbish 

adjacent to the workshop to eliminate 

other snake hiding spots. 

• We noted that the Club’s social media 

policy was several years old, and agreed 

for it to be brought up to date. 

• We agreed to purchase a 12-month 

subscription to The Grants Hub so that 

we can receive information about a 

range of government and non-

government grants that the Club could 

apply for. 

• Club instructors Anne Robertson, Lesley 

Pothan, Jackie Trotter, Juliet Ward, 

Izabela Lisiecka, Jess McNamara-Rice 

and Sharon Haines attended the 2019 

Association of Pet Dog Trainers 

conference in the Hunter Valley on 14-17 

November. 

• We noted the successful evening 

Obedience Trial on 9 November. 

• The X-Factor Flyball team attended a 

demonstration at Bowning County Fair, 

Can Assist Cancer Fundraiser on 17 

November. 

• Two copies of the Trick Dog Training 

Manual developed by the Dances with 

Dogs Club Queensland have been 

purchased for the Club library with an 

additional copy to be stored in the 

lockable cabinet in the Pavilion at 

Queanbeyan Showgrounds where 

Dances with Dogs trains. 

• The Club’s Secondary Companion Drill 

Team performed at Bunnings 

Majura Park as part of the 

Family Halloween evening on 

31 October, and at St Pauls 

Anglican Church Manuka on 

2 November. 

 

28 January 2020 
• We postponed further 

structured discussions to 

address issues related to the 

Annual General Meeting 

pending the provision of 

information from the Obedience Trialling 

and Rally Obedience Sub-Committee. 

The last structured discussions between 

the Committee and several additional 

Sub-committee members occurred on 

Tuesday 10 December 2019. 

• Due to the absence of four Committee 

members, we also postponed further 

consideration of the two casual 

vacancies on the Committee (President 

and one ordinary position) until the 

February meeting. We agreed for Anne 

Robertson to continue to act in the 

President’s role until the end of February. 

• We agreed to meet with representatives 

from Pets and Positive Ageing (an 

advocacy group for ageing pet owners) 

to discuss hosting a pet-friendly event for 

dog owners on the Club grounds on 

Sunday 5 April. 

• We noted a report of a dog aggression 

incident on the grounds which will be 
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investigated under the Club’s Dog 

arousal and aggression policy. 

• We noted the success of the Christmas 

Party and Annual Awards and 

acknowledged the roles that Rhonda 

Cameron and Heather McPherson had 

played to co-ordinate the event. 

• We noted a small profit of $2,586 

(excluding depreciation) to the end of 

December 2019 which was better than 

the same time last year when there was 

a loss of $8,578. However the Club’s 

current 

membership 

revenues 

continue to be 

insufficient to 

cover the Club’s 

operating and 

office expenses 

including 

depreciation. The 

Club’s Treasurer is 

continuing to 

refine a proposal 

to revise the 

Club’s fee 

structure. 

• We noted 

progress on 

assessing the 

relative merits of 

several off-the-

shelf membership 

and class 

management 

systems to replace 

the Club’s existing 

aged bespoke 

office system. 

Several members of 

the Committee will 

attend a 

demonstration of 

selected systems in early February. 

• We acknowledged the Committee’s 

recent working bee to spruce up the 

clubhouse and tidy up the grounds ready 

for the new year – and that sadly some of 

the benefits had been undone by the 

destructive January hailstorm. 

• We noted minor maintenance work on 

the irrigation system and the ongoing 

impact of the very dry and hot weather 

on the condition of the grounds. 

• We approved a joint gathering of 

instructors and local members of the 

Association of Pet Dog Trainers on Friday 

20 March to learn more about veterinary 

behavioural medicine. 

• We noted the six-month postponement 

of the 2020 Behaviour Training Instructors 

Course in order to make changes to the 

course’s structure, assessment and 

supporting documentation 

recommended by the 2018 and 2019 

graduates of the course. 

• We noted the success of the recent Rally 

Obedience trial held on 18 January. 

• We noted that a working party had 

spruced up agility 

equipment ready for the 

new year, including the 

first trial which will be 

held on 22 February. 

• We agreed to a 

request from the Flyball 

Sub-Committee to install 

star pickets on the 

fence line of the Flyball/

Narrabundah Paddock 

to brace the training 

boards they use during 

training. 

• We noted the 

success of the inaugural 

Trick Dog Test hosted by 

the Belconnen Dog 

Obedience Club on 18 

January. Several CDC 

members were among 

the first competitors in 

Australia to earn their    

Trick Dog Starter (TK.S)  

   title on the day. The  

   Club’s Trick Dog classes  

   will be integrated with  

   DWD classes from Term 1 

   2020. 

 

  25 February 2020 
• Committee 

members thanked Anne Robertson for 

acting as President since October 2019. 

Following discussion about various 

options, Anne agreed to continue to act 

as President until the AGM in August. 

• We agreed to review the Rules for the 

conduct of elections to consider allowing 

candidates to answer questions from the 

floor before ballots are held.   

• We continued informal discussions to 

address issues arising from the last Annual 

General Meeting and agreed to seek 

input from sub-committees to identify 

possible actions to improve the operation 

Above: A little light relief from ‘Trouble’ 

preparing ‘his’ P2 mask for his walk through 

Canberra’s thick smoke haze early in the  

New Year 

Trouble: “It’s really important to get a snug fit, 

Kilti … How does it look?” 

Kilti: “Er, it’s a smoke mask, Trouble … not a  

hail helmet!” 

Little did we know what was to come ... 
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of the club – with specific reference to 

issues raised during the various facilitated 

sessions with the sub-committees and 

Main Committee held in late 2019. 

• We noted the Committee’s out-of-session 

approval to establish a Tracking Sub-

committee, with Jake Blight as convenor 

and Sandra Hassett and Joanne Hagan 

as sub committee members. 

• We approved a proposal to continue to 

sanction Tracking as a Club activity, with 

a clearer fee structure for people who 

wish to participate in tracking and also 

use the Club grounds to train their dog/s 

to ensure consistency with other 

membership policies. 

• We approved a clearer statement about 

grounds use for prospective and 

renewing 

members and 

affirmed that 

the Club does 

not offer 

‘grounds use 

only’ 

membership. 

• We approved a 

new fee 

structure for 

Club members 

involved in the 

Dogs-as-

Therapy 

program that 

acknowledges 

their 

community 

service. 

• We received 

the Treasurer’s 

report for the 

financial year 

from 1 July 2019 to 31 January 2020, 

noting a 3% decrease in the year-to-date 

income and a 9% decrease in 

expenditure compared to the same time 

last year. Accordingly, we are currently 

recording a small profit before 

depreciation of $3,134 which is better 

than this time last year when there was a 

loss of $3,035. 

• We noted the progress (led by the 

Treasurer Sharon Haines) on choosing a 

replacement membership and class 

management system for the Club and 

that one system is currently preferred over 

two other alternatives. Further 

investigations into the system will provide 

an estimate of costs including website 

integration and data migration. 

• We noted there have been incidents of 

fence-running on the grounds and 

agreed to remind members of the 

dangers arising from this practice. 

• We noted there will be a fundraiser BBQ 

at the Belconnen Bunnings store on 28 

March.  Money raised from the BBQ will 

go towards storage systems for training 

equipment, eg in the workshop and 

shipping container (Note: this event was 

subsequently cancelled due to COVID-

19). 

• We noted progress with arrangements for 

an ‘Afternoon with the Dogs’ to be held 

on Sunday 5th April form 1pm-4pm in 

conjunction with Pets and Positive Ageing 

(PAPA). Note: this event was 

subsequently 

postponed due to 

COVID-19). 

• We noted that 

the Behaviour Training 

Sub-Committee had 

developed a Policy 

and guidelines 

concerning the 

impact of weather 

and other 

environmental 

conditions on 

Behaviour Training 

Classes and that this 

policy will inform 

decisions on the 

cancellation of BT 

classes. 

• We noted the 

success of the Agility 

trial held at the club 

on 22 February. 

• We noted faults 

and failures with a couple of floodlights 

and agreed to have them checked 

(Note: this occurred on 11 March). 

• We noted that the X-Factor Flyball team 

would reveal their new team t-shirts at the 

Flyball race-meet at the Royal Canberra 

Show. 

 

31 March 2020 
• We noted the following resignations from 

the Main Committee: Jeanette Johnson 

(Obedience Trialling & Rally Obedience 

representative) and Carmen Kong 

(Secretary). 

• We noted the following resignations from 

the Agility Sub-Committee: Denise Iglesias 

and Amanda Delaney. 

Just as COVID-19 began to 

make its impact ... 

© Alice Madsen 
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• We appointed Sophie Dunstone to 

perform the role of Secretary under 

clause 20 of the Constitution. 

• We welcomed Wendy Hathaway to 

perform the role of Obedience Trialling & 

Rally Obedience representative. 

• We noted numerous issues discussed and 

approved by the Committee out-of-

session via email to address the Club’s 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic 

since the last meeting including 

consideration of ACT government, ACT 

Health, Dogs ACT and Australian Flyball 

Association notifications. Decisions made 

by the Committee included issuing 

advice to members on mutual 

responsibility for health and safety as 

news of the virus emerged in early March; 

cancellation of Term 1 classes across all 

disciplines with effect from 19 March; 

publication of questions and answers 

about Club arrangements during the 

COVID-19 disruption (see https://

www.actcdc.org.au/covid-

19actcdc.html); restrictions on access to 

agility equipment stored in the Agility 

shed; an invitation to members across all 

disciplines affected by Term 1 

cancellations to participate in an on-line 

training program offered by Absolute 

Dogs (with special thanks to instructor 

Leslie Roberts for organising this initiative); 

and continuing access to the Club’s 

grounds to enable members to provide 

brief exercise for their dogs away from 

home (strictly subject to the 

government’s social gathering and 

distancing restrictions). These decisions 

have been communicated via various 

channels (such as email, Facebook, the 

website, notices on the club grounds). 

• We approved new membership 

applications for Term 2 Behaviour Training 

classes (noting that all Term 2 enrolments 

would roll-over to Term 3 if COVID-19 

measures remained in force). 

• We received the Treasurer’s report for the 

financial year from 1 July 2019 to 29 

February 2020, noting a 1% increase in 

the year-to-date income and a 11% 

decrease in expenditure compared to 

the same time last year. 

• Due to the cancellation of classes we put 

some regular maintenance services on 

hold or reduced their frequency – this 

included clubhouse cleaning and waste 

collections Grounds maintenance 

(mowing, spraying) and repairs to and 

maintenance of the irrigation system will 

continue to prevent deterioration of 

these assets. We are investigating the 

Club’s eligibility for Federal and ACT 

government business support due to the 

impact of COVID-19 on the Club’s 

revenue.  

• We agreed to purchase DogBizPro (an 

online membership management 

software application) and hope to 

embark on the implementation and 

integration process while Club activities 

remain suspended. 

• We noted that the Club now has its own 

account under the ACT Government’s 

container deposit scheme (‘Return-It’) 

which will enable members to donate the 

proceeds of their empty drink containers 

directly to the Club (see page 16).  

• We noted that the irrigation pump is still 

out-of-order. We are awaiting a 

replacement part which will then 

https://www.actcdc.org.au/covid-19actcdc.html
https://www.actcdc.org.au/covid-19actcdc.html
https://www.actcdc.org.au/covid-19actcdc.html
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enabled the bore-reliant taps on the 

grounds to work again (as well as the 

irrigation system itself). 

• We noted that all Dogs-As-Therapy 

activities have been suspended due to 

COVID-19 risks. 

• We approved Obedience Trialling and 

Rally Obedience trialling dates for 2021. 

• We noted the Agility Sub-Committee’s 

progress with the preparation of an on-

line course to develop new agility 

instructors for the Club. 

• We noted the Flyball Sub-Committee’s 

investigation of online training materials 

to support their beginner and 

intermediate handlers while classes are 

suspended. 

• We noted the DWD Sub-Committee’s 

development of a closed Facebook 

group to support DWD/Trick participants 

at the Club. 

• We approved the Tracking Sub-

Committee’s proposed schedule of 

tracking events for the 2020 season 

including workshops, practice sessions 

and trials (Note: these events were 

subsequently cancelled due to COVID-

19). 

• We agreed to upgrade and extend the 

Club’s existing public address system to 

enable wired and wireless functionality. 

This will provide greater flexibility and 

reliability for Club and hire events. This 

work arises from the failure of the system 

at the 2019 awards presentation. 

 

28 April 2020 
• We confirmed out-of-session approval for 

Sophie Dunstone to assume the role of 

Public Officer from Vanessa March. 

• We approved amendments to the Club’s 

Financial Policy to (i) allow for the use of 

preferred suppliers under defined 

circumstances, (ii) to accept receipt of 

payments from approved online trial 

entry systems, (iii) to require all cash 

payments to be receipted; (iv) to obtain 

the Main Committee’s approval of 

specified Australian Taxation Office 

documentation in June each year; (v) to 

increase public liability insurance up to 

$20 million, and (v) to require the 

Above. Cartoon by Jon Kudelka, The Saturday Paper, 4 April 2020 
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Treasurer to provide specified monthly 

reports to each Committee meeting 

drawn from the Club’s approved 

accounting system. 

• We noted the submission of a grant 

application under the ACT Government’s 

Community Energy Efficiency and Solar 

Grants 2020 to meet the cost of replacing 

the Club’s unserviceable air-conditioning 

units in the kitchen and instructors room 

(as our previous grant application under 

another program had been 

unsuccessful). 

• We agreed (out-of-session) to apply for 

the Commonwealth Government’s 

JobKeeper Payment Scheme to subsidise 

the wages of our employees during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

• We approved 

new 

membership 

applications 

for Term 2 

Behaviour 

Training 

classes (noting 

that all Term 2 

enrolments 

would now roll

-over to Term 

3 due to 

COVID-19 

measures). 

• We noted the 

out-of-session 

approval to 

cancel all 

Club activities 

until 28 June 

(inc) due to 

the ongoing 

impact of COVID-19 measures. In doing 

so we noted the advice of the Acting 

President of Dogs ACT regarding the 

choice for affiliate clubs to resume their 

training programs if the ACT 

Government  relaxes its public health 

measures. Advice on the ongoing 

suspension of Club activities until 28 June 

was circulated to all members via various 

channels (such as email, Facebook, the 

website, notices on the club grounds). 

• We  re-confirmed the advice provided in 

the latest COVID-19 update to members 

that the 2020 Annual Awards have been 

cancelled and the Club’s next awards 

will be determined over a two year 

period (from 1 November 2019 to 30 

October 2021). This is because most of 

the awards are based on ANKC and AFA 

performances and many of these events 

have been cancelled for 2020. There is 

still an opportunity to recognise long 

service awards, certificates of 

appreciation and titles achieved before 

the COVID-19 disruption at an end-of-

year get-together currently scheduled for 

Sunday 6 December. 

• We received the Treasurer’s report for the 

financial year from 1 July 2019 to 31 

March 2020, noting a 1% decrease in the 

year-to-date income and a 10% 

decrease in expenditure compared to 

the same time last year.  Accordingly, we 

are currently recording a small profit 

before depreciation of $7,963 which is 

better than this time last year when there 

was a loss of 

$5,611.  The income 

for April-June is 

expected to be 

minimal as all Term 2 

enrolments have 

been rolled over to 

July and we are 

processing a small 

number of refunds. 

We are also not 

taking any 

enrolments for Term 

4 until the easing of 

public health 

measures becomes 

clearer. Revision of 

the Club’s fee 

structure – brought 

to the attention of 

members at the 

2019 AGM – remains 

a key issue for the 

Club’s long term viability and has 

become more pressing due to the 

impact of COVID-19 on the Club’s 

finances and asset maintenance. 

• We are considering how to build on the 

facilitated discussions held with Sub-

Committees and the Main Committee 

after last year’s Annual General Meeting 

and ways to gather input from other 

members (within the constraints of COVID

-19 measures). 

• We noted progress on updating the 

Club’s risk management framework 

including work health and safety hazards. 

• We noted that rubber stripping had been 

fixed to the bottom of the roller doors on 

the Workshop and Clubhouse storeroom 

to prevent the entry of snakes. 
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• We noted that the 

irrigation pump is still 

not working and that 

this is affecting the  taps 

that are connected to 

the bore water. An 

electrical fault is being 

investigated. 

• We noted that tailored 

advice had been sent 

to all new members 

enrolled in Term 2 

Behaviour Training 

classes (x80+) and all 

Term 1 members (x319) 

advising them of class 

cancellations for Term 

2. Advice included links 

to a range of websites, 

YouTube clips and 

online articles to help 

members address behavioural problems 

and to keep up their training efforts. 

• We noted that the Behaviour Training Sub

-Committee was continuing work on the 

development of the Behaviour Training 

Instructors Manual. 

• We noted that the Obedience Trialling 

and Rally Obedience Sub-Committee 

was investigating requirements to 

upgrade its trialling equipment in line with 

rule changes due to come into effect 

from January 2021. 

• We noted the appointment of Steph 

Windsor to the Agility Sub-Committee. 

• We noted that the Agility Sub-Committee 

had commenced the rollout of an Agility 

Instructors Course, with participants 

undertaking the theory component 

‘remotely’ during COVID-19 restrictions. 

Workshops and class assists will be held as 

COVID-19 restrictions are eased. There 

are 15 CDC participants (including five 

instructors with Behaviour Training 

credentials) and two participants from 

the Tuggeranong Dog Training Club. 

Several experienced Agility instructors are 

also participating in parts of the course. 

• We celebrated the arrival of two new 

babies to the Flyball X-Factor family – 

Theodore Anderson and Ella Georgina 

Fordyce. 

• We noted the creation of a closed 

Dances With Dogs/Tricks Facebook page 

for CDC members. 

• We noted the upcoming introductory 

tracking session for the 2020 tracking 

season to be conducted via Zoom on 6 

May 2020. 

26 May 2020 
• With the easing of Government 

restrictions relating to COVID-19 we 

agreed to develop a Club-wide Return To 

Training Safety Plan to enable all Club 

activities to resume on a staged basis. 

The plan is being developed by a short-

term working group comprising 

representatives from the Main Committee 

and Sub-Committees, and when 

approved by the Main Committee, will 

guide the resumption of activities. The 

Club has a duty of care under Work 

Health and Safety legislation to eliminate 

or minimise the risk of exposure to COVID-

19 and must ensure that the measures it 

puts in place are transparent, consistent 

and defensible to everyone. The plan will 

be made available to all members via 

the website once approved.  

• We noted research undertaken by 

Katrina Morton to source COVID-19 

compliant PPE and cleaning products 

that will be needed to enable Club 

activities to resume. 

• We noted correspondence from Dogs 

ACT councillors seeking input from 

training clubs to help develop a 

framework to resume sanctioned trials 

and competitions. We agreed for Linda 

Spinaze to liaise with Dogs ACT about this. 

Dogs ACT does not intend to resume 

events before September. 

• We received the Treasurer’s report for the 

financial year from 1 July 2019 to 30 April 

2020, noting a 6% decrease in the year-to

-date income and a 8% decrease in 

expenditure compared to the same time 
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last year.  We are currently recording a 

small profit before depreciation of $5,818 

which is due to the Australian Taxation 

Office’s COVID-19 cash flow bonus of 

$10,000.  Membership renewals are lower 

than last year due to the suspension of 

Club activities. The income for June is 

expected to be minimal as all Term 2 

Behaviour Training enrolments have been 

rolled over to July and we are not taking 

any enrolments for Term 4 until the easing 

of public health measures relating to large 

gatherings occurs. 

• We approved renewal of the Club’s 

insurance policies covering volunteer 

workers, association liability, public liability 

and property (out-of-session decision).  

• We noted that the exterior of the 

clubhouse, workshop and gazebo require 

some repairs to ensure their integrity. 

Quotes for work will be sought once the 

list of urgent items is finalised. 

• We noted that the irrigation pump is still 

not working and that this is affecting 

the  taps on the grounds that are 

connected to the bore water. We are 

liaising with the contractor to fix the 

problem. 

• We noted that the Club needs to transfer 

to NBN by October 2020. We expect to 

arrange the conversion in August. 

• We approved the appointment of Laraine 

Frawley as the new convenor of the 

Obedience Trialling and Rally Obedience 

Sub-Committee, the resignation of 

Carmen Kong from that Sub-Committee 

and the appointment of Anne Walkington 

to the same Sub-Committee (out-of-

session decision). 

• We noted the resignation of Nikki Fallon 

from the Agility Sub-Committee and 

approved the appointment of Wendy 

Stewart to that Sub-Committee. 

• We noted that the Behaviour Training Sub-

Committee has finalised a survey for all 

Behaviour Training instructors. The survey 

will be sent out shortly. 

• We noted the successful participation of 

several Club members in the virtual mock 

Trick Competition hosted by the 

Belconnen Dog Obedience Club during 

the COVID-19 shutdown. 

• We agreed to proceed with planning a 

2021 Dogs of ACT fund-raising calendar to 

promote all of the Club’s activities. The 

calendar will feature high quality photos 

of members’ dogs representative of each 

activity. 

 

The next scheduled meeting of the Main 

Committee will be held on 30 June 2020. 

Left: Illustration by 

Trisha Krauss for Ronda 

Kaysen’s New York 

Times‘ article ‘You’re 

quarantined. Is it time 

to get a puppy?’,  

published on 24 April 

2020. 

 

Concerned about 

how your pet will cope 

when your return to 

work?  Purchase a 

downloadable copy 

of Dr Kate  

Mornement’s Guide to  

preventing or 

minimising separation 

anxiety in your dog 

(2020) at  https://

www.petsbehavingba

dly.com.au/shop-

behaviour-solutions/. 

 

Kate is a leading 

Australian Applied 

Animal  

Behaviourist. 

https://www.petsbehavingbadly.com.au/shop-behaviour-solutions/
https://www.petsbehavingbadly.com.au/shop-behaviour-solutions/
https://www.petsbehavingbadly.com.au/shop-behaviour-solutions/
https://www.petsbehavingbadly.com.au/shop-behaviour-solutions/
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 Flyball Feats 

By Rhonda Cameron — Flyball Liaison 

The ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show is staged annually by the Royal National Capital Agricultural 

Society and is one of Flyballs’ highlight events of the year. 

 

The Show honours the country heritage of Australian agricultural shows with horse, cattle, sheep, 

alpaca and yard dog competition plus many other components. A constant favourite with the 

crowds during the event is the three-day Flyball Race Meet, where onlookers cheer on the feats of 

the handlers and dogs.  The excitement is high pitched. 

 

On Friday, 28th February, Vanessa March with ‘Erin’ and ‘Charlie’ and Mick Fordyce with ‘Lacey’ 

spent the day training in the ring with their intermediate 'level flyball dogs. This training is a 

stepping stone to commencing their racing career and provided both handlers and dogs with 

simulated desensitisation racing.  

 

Over the weekend, the X-Factor racing team were entered into Division 1 with a web time of 

18.933 seconds against the Belconnen Bullet Train (17.922) and Maximum Velocity Pawtatoes 

(18.317). The competition was always going to be tough against two faster teams over a twelve 

race, two-day schedule.  X-Factor eventually placed third against these more established racing 

teams, with a run-off required against the Pawtatoes to establish 2nd overall winner for the 

Division. Belconnen were clear winners. 

Above: 2020 Team members waiting for the race commencement -  Tom Anderson with ‘Ace’, 

Vanessa March with ‘Pippa’, Pauline Dikmans with ‘Ky’, Cathy Vaughan with ‘Austin’ and Mick 

Fordyce with ‘Lochie’ (Photo courtesy Dana Simonsen) 

Out of the Wilderness Race Meet  

 

The date Saturday 23rd November 2019 is significant to all flyballers in Tasmania. This is the date 

that the Tassie Flying Paws Dog Club Inc hosted their inaugural Flyball Race Meet at Pontville Park, 

Pontville, Tasmania marking the first ever meet in the Apple Isle. It had been a vision of the Race 

Meet organiser, David Strong, to bring competitive flyball to Tasmania. The race meet comprised 
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of six teams, four from Tasmania and two from 

the mainland. The Southern Cross Gilders from 

Sydney and the Queenslanders made the trip 

across the Tasman to compete. The Race 

Meet was assisted by judges, scorers and 

other officials who went to great lengths and 

made the trip across the Tasman to assist with 

the running of the event.  

 

Mayhem Race Meet 

 

Unfortunately the Club’s Mayhem Race Meet 

scheduled for 23 May was one of many dog 

sport events cancelled due to the impact of 

COVID-19.  Hopefully racing will recommence 

before the end of 2020 and everyone can 

come an watch the Club’s X-Fact or team in 

action.  

Left: 

The Southern Cross 

Gliders placed first 

with Helen Strong 

from the Tassie Flying 

Paws, Kazzi Bland 

from Southern Cross 

Flyers, Sandra Harris 

from Sydney Psychos, 

Paul Jumikis from 

Southern Cross Flyers 

and Rhonda 

Cameron from 

CDC’s X-Factor  

(Photo:  courtesy 

David Strong) 

Left: 

Vanessa March’s 

Border Collie ‘Erin’ 

showing her box skills 

(Photo: Shadow 

Farm Photography ) 
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Obedience and Rally-o Trialling 

Obedience Trialling and Rally Obedience classes are held on Wednesday mornings  

and Thursday evenings (see Class Times on page 64). Dogs must have passed  

Graduation (Level Three in the Behaviour Training program) to participate in the entry level 

Obedience Skills class unless the handler has previous experience in these sports. Contact the 

Club Office on contact@actcdc.org.au if you are interested in joining any of the classes and you 

will be put in touch with the sport’s Convenor. 

Results from Rally Obedience Trial — 18 January 2020 (Trial 1) 

Rally Master – Judge Ms Sue Turner (NSW)  

1st  Shtar Aussie Flokie CDX RAW (Golden Retriever) Simone Hey 93/100  

2nd .. Dual Ch (T) Fourjays Enter The Dragon CDX RM ORA ET (German Shorthaired Pointer)  

 J and Mrs J Hagan 88/100 

Rally Excellent A – Judge Ms Sue Turner (NSW) 

1st . Lokabe Rhythm II CCD RA (Australian Kelpie) Vikki Evans 93/100 

2nd   Lifesong All About Jazz UDX RA (Border Collie) Karen Hobson 92/100 

3rd   Rhyll Vienna CD RN RA (Pointer) Jane Vickers 89/100 

4th  Kylace Blade Runner RA (Toy Poodle) Chris Lathbury 88/100 

 

Rally Advanced A – Judge Ms Sue Turner (NSW) 

1st  Reedyvale Kah Lua (Labrador Retriever) Danielle Butson 90/100 

2nd Tiamaria (associate) Danielle Butson 90/100 

3rd  Leisureview Lizzie Booth RN AD JDX GD SPD SD (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel)  

 Mr & Mrs Stalker-Booth 89/100 

 

Rally Novice – Judge Ms Sue Turner (NSW) 

1st Reedyvale Bailey (Labrador Retriever) Danielle Butson 87/100 

Rally Novice – Judge Mr Sid Schuck (NSW) 

1st  Pendlview Adventuring Again (Griffon Bruxellois) Mrs N Davis 96/100 

2nd  Dompetan Glen Archer (Golden Retriever) G & Dr P Woodman 94/100 

3rd  Reedyvale Bailey (Labrador Retriever) Danielle Butson 92/100 

4th  Te Hau Uru Mai Tawhiti JC (Imp NZ) (Saluki) Holly Rieger  

 86/100  

5th  Neut Ch Adstaff Red Emperor ET JC (Whippet) J Ramsay  

 85/100 

 

Rally Advanced A – Judge Mr Sid Schuck (NSW) 

1st  Reedyvale Kah Lua (Labrador Retriever) Danielle Butson  

 95/100 

2nd  Can Ch Ch  Seaterrace Wigeon Hunter RN JC WPD (Imp  

 Can) (Nova Scotia Duck Tolling  

 Retriever) Sarah Wheal 94/100 

3rd  Addie JD RN (Associate) Lindy Eyles 92/100 

4th  Tiamaria (Associate) Danielle Butson 91/100 

5th  Leisureview Lizzie Booth RN AD JDX GD SPD SD (Cavalier  

 King Charles Spaniel) Mr & Mrs Stalker-Booth 90/100 

 

Rally Excellent A – Judge Mr Sid Schuck (NSW) 

1st  Lifesong All About Jazz UDX RA (Border Collie) Karen  

 Hobson 100/100 

2nd  Giday Canberra Koala (Standard Poodle) Helen Migus  

 95/100 

3rd  Toby JD AD RA (Associate) Janet Speed 94/100 

 

Results from Rally Obedience Trial — 18 January 2020 (Trial 2) 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au


RECENT 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL KENNEL COUNCIL 

TITLES  

Joanne Hagan & her German Shorthaired 

Pointer, Fourjays Enter The Dragon CDX RM 

ORA ET (‘Kaleb’) achieved their Australian Rally  

Obedience Champion title in early March. This 

makes Kaleb a Triple Champion—in Confor-

mation, Tracking and Rally Obedience—and 

the most titled male German Shorthaired  

Pointer in Australian breed history. Clever boy—

and well done to Joanne for bringing out the 

best in her companion. See a photo of Joanne 

and Kaleb on page 25. 

 

Jane Vickers & her Pointer Rhyll Vienna CD RE

(‘Maggie’) achieved their Rally Obedience 

Excellent title in March on their home ground 

at CDC. Maggie also has her Companion Dog 

title in Obedience Trialling.  

 
Left: Jane and ‘Maggie’ on course  

(Photo: Carmen Kong) 
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4th  Kenzanne Crème Brulee (Golden Retriever) C Ritchie 83/100 

5th  Lokabe Rhythm II CCD RA (Australian Kelpie) Vikki Evans 83/100 

 

Rally Masters – Judge Mr Sid Schuck (NSW) 

1st  Ch Chergari Silent Night CD RE (Labrador Retriever) Anne Walkington 100/100 

2nd  Ch Hillmagic Golden Calypso AZ  

 CCD RE (German Shepherd Dog  

 (Long Stock Coat)) K A Hore  

 96/100 

3rd  O.Ch Springloded UDX RAE RM JD  

 HSAS HSBS (Border Collie) Alison  

 McCann 94/100 

4th  Dual Ch (T) Fourjays Enter The  

 Dragon CDX RM ORA ET (German  

 Shorthaired Pointer)  

 J and Mrs J Hagan 93/100 

5th     Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CCD  

     RE QND ORA ADX JDX GDX SD  

     SPDX JC (Brittany)  

    Judith Barlow 89/100 

6th       Shtar Aussie Floki CDX RAE (Golden 

  Retriever) Simone Hey 86/100 

Right: Helen Migus and her Standard  

Poodle ‘Ashlin’ competing in Rally  

Excellent A at the January Trial 

(Photo: Carmen Kong) 
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Results from Rally Obedience Trial — 7 March 2020 (Trial 1) 

Rally Advanced A – Judge Ms Elaine Temby (ACT) 

1st    Declan (Border Collie) Averill Goodwin 82/100 

 

Rally Excellent A – Judge Ms Elaine Temby (ACT) 

1st   Robmond Meridian Moon CD RA (Cocker Spaniel) Patricia Looker 96/100 

2nd   Lifesong All About Jazz UDX RA (Border Collie) Karen Hobson 95/100 

3rd   Leisureview Lizzie Booth RN AD JDX GD SPD SD (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel) Mr & Mrs  

 Stalker-Booth 90/100 

 

Rally Excellent B – Judge Ms Elaine Temby (ACT) 

1st   Ty JDX,AD,RE,CCD (Associate) Janet Speed 86/100 

 

Rally Masters – Judge Ms Elaine Temby (ACT) 

1st   Ch Unbekannt Misty Green Mackie Messer  (Imp USA) RM (Bouvier des Flandres) P Maclean  

 98/100 

2nd   Nakiva Quiet Dreams RE (Border Collie) J Nielsen 96/100 

3rd   Kerodan Badjas Drift CDX RAE RM AD JD SPD GD (Border Collie) Mr R & Ms A White 96/100 

 Neut Ch Ptolomy Nordic Dancer CD RAE JDX AD SPDX GD SD JC TK.S (Nova Scotia Duck 

 Tolling Retriever) Mrs Maelyn Draper 93/100 

 Noonbarra Rocket CDX RE (Australian Kelpie) Sue Howie 93/100 

 O.Ch Springloaded Mirk UDX RAE RM JD HSAS HSBS (Border Collie) Miss Alison McCann  

 91/100 

 Ch Hillmagic Golden Calypso AZ CCD RE (German Shepherd Dog (Long Stock Coat))  

 KA Hore 88/100 

 

Rally Novice – Judge Ms Elaine Temby 

(ACT) 

1st   Morningmyst Reflections (AI)  

 (Golden Retriever) L M Frawley  

 100/100 

2nd  Peppatree Fifty Shades Of Black  

 (AI) (Flat Coated Retriever) Kirsty 

  Blair 98/100 

3rd  Beckview Bramble The Beau  

 (Shetland Sheepdog ) Catherine  

 Perry 97/100 

 Boots (Associate) Judy Van Der  

 Vegt 93/100 

 Isolde Bleike v Cayas Home (imp  

 NDL) (Bouvier des Flandres)  

 P Maclean 93/100 

 Albionshore Nebula (Cocker 

 Spaniel) Natasha Sands 92/100 

 Munchener Qira von Moonshado 

  (Schnauzer (Giant)) Feli Hopf  

 85/100 

 Phileni Thefirefly (Golden  

 Retriever) Kirstin Henderson  84/100 

Above: Natasha Sands’ Cocker Spaniel ‘Nebula’  

demonstrating beautiful attention ’at heel’. 

Heeling is a foundation skill in Rally Obedience  

(Photo: Courtesy Carmen Kong) 

Obedience and rally-o trialling … continued

Results from Rally Obedience Trial — 7 March 2020 (Trial 2) 

Rally Advanced A – Judge Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

1st   Ch Tendayi Magic Pearl Of Joy (Brittany) Fiona Fraser 91/100 

2nd   Munchener Jeanie Jumaana (Giant Schnauzer) Feli Hopf 89/100 

 

Rally Excellent A – Judge Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

1st Lifesong All About Jazz UDX RA (Border Collie) Karen Hobson 100/100 
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Vikki Evans and her Australian Kelpie ‘Rhythm’  

negotiating the ‘Straight Figure 8 Weave Twice’  

station at the Rally Obedience Trial in January 

(Photo: Carmen Kong) 

2nd   Lokabe Rhythm II CCD RA (Australian Kelpie) Vikki Evans 96/100 

3rd   Robmond Meridian Moon CD RA (Cocker Spaniel) Patricia Looker 92/100 

 Chad RN (Associate) Dorothy Xu 92/100 

 Rhyll Vienna CD RN RA (Pointer) Jane Vickers 85/100 

 

Rally Masters – Judge Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

1st  Neut Ch Ptolomy Nordic Dancer CD RAE JDX AD SPDX GD SD JC TK.S (Nova Scotia Duck  

 Tolling Retriever) Mrs Maelyn Draper 99/100 

2nd  Ch Unbekannt Misty Green Mackie Messer  (Imp USA) RM (Bouvier des Flandres) P Maclean 

  96/100 

3rd   Dual Ch. (T) Fourjays Enter The Dragon CDX RM ORA ET (German Shorthaired Pointer)  

 J and Mrs J Hagan 96/100 

 Kerodan Badjas Drift CDX RAE RM AD JD SPD GD (Border Collie) Mr R & Ms A White 96/100 

 Noonbarra Rocket CDX RE (Australian Kelpie) Sue Howie 93/100 

 Uwish  U were My Material Girl (Brittany) Fiona Fraser 92/100 

 Ch Chergari Silent Night CD RE (Labrador Retriever) Anne Walkington 92/100 

 Ty JDX,AD,RE,CCD (Associate) Janet Speed 91/100 

 O.Ch Springloded Mirk UDX RAE RM JD HSAS HSBS (Border Collie) Miss Alison McCann 91/100 

 Ch Llandwyn Crescent Moon (AI) CD RAE RM JD GD FSN HTMS.JC (Welsh Corgi (Cardigan))  

 Ms N Hardaker 89/100 

 Goldtreve Sweet Chili Jam CCD RE (Golden Retriever) Jenny O'Connor 86/100 

 

Rally Novice – Judge Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

1st   Peppatree Fifty Shades Of Black AI (Flat Coated Retriever) Kirsty Blair 98/100 

2nd   Morningmyst Reflections (AI) (Golden Retriever) L M Frawley 97/100 

3rd   Munchener Qira von Moonshado (Giant Schnauzer) Feli Hopf 97/100 

 Pendlview Adventuring Again (Griffon Bruxellois) Mrs N Davis 96/100 

 Beckview Bramble The Beau (Shetland Sheepdog ) Catherine Perry 96/100 

 Albionshore Nebula (Cocker Spaniel) Natasha Sands 95/100 

 Isolde Bleike v Cayas Home (imp NDL) (Bouvier des Flandres) P Maclean 94/100 

 Phileni Thefirefly (Golden Retriever) Kirstin Henderson  87/100 

 Owecarose Dynamite N Flames (White Swiss Shepherd Dog) Christina Sisnaiske 87/100 

 Boots (Associate) Judy Van Der Vegt 82/100 

 Ch. Ashlaren Nic Nac Patti Wac (Weimaraner) Lyndal Hasselman 80/100 
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     Agility Action 

Hello all agility folk and prospective agility folk. 

 

The Agility Sub-Committee met in mid-February 

to prepare for the year ahead (prior to the 

arrival of COVID-19 and all the disruption it has 

caused). Some of the decisions made at that 

meeting were: 

 

• That we needed to change our online 

trial-entry program because our current 

program (‘ePerformance’) could not be 

used to do all the trial secretary work that 

needs to be done.  We investigated a 

couple of possibilities, and the decision 

was to use a program called ‘K9 entries’ 

This was quickly installed for entries for the 

March Ribbon trial (sorry if the sudden 

change was an issue—we wanted 

everyone to be familiar using it for the big 

Easter trials (since cancelled). Thank you 

everyone for managing the change so 

well. 

 

• We confirmed that agility intake 

requirements will remain dependant on 

our Intake Test, rather than setting a  

pre-requisite for passing a certain 

Behaviour Training level. 

 

• We are investigating a back-up process 

for our Class Manager. 

 

• Dog-height measurements are important 

in Agility, but the protocol to measure 

dogs is sometimes misunderstood, and a 

little complicated. If you need to have 

your dog measured then contact our Trial 

Managers, and they will try to organise a 

non-judging judge to measure your dog 

at a trial held at the Club. 

 

• Sub-Committee member Cheyne Fischer 

has sanded and re-painted our weave 

bases, so they look almost new! And the 

new channel-weavers are in the shed, 

but most instructors don’t yet know how 

to set them up.  We will endeavour to run 

a workshop to show how they are 

assembled. 

 

• We have had complaints from out-of-

town triallers that our spread obstacle is 

hard for some dogs to distinguish. We 

suggest that we always use the white 

jump-stands with the spread up-rights, to  

make it more visible. 

 

Other news: 

 

• Lara Sedgman has stepped down from 

her role as Trial Secretary, which she has 

held for many years.  We would like to 

express our gratitude to Lara for her 

commitment and for the time that she 

has spent in performing this important 

role. 

 

• We had a successful evening trial on 

Saturday 22nd February. A beautiful 

summers' evening and a positive 

atmosphere encouraged lots of 

qualifications. Results appear elsewhere 

in the magazine (see next page) 

 

For those of you not yet involved in Agility, but 

interested in joining, you need to do the 

following: 

 Fill in the Agility Intake Form available 

from the Club Office or on the website, 

and return it to the office. This form has 

information about the Intake Test. 

 Your name will be recorded in order of 

receipt of your application and you will 

be contacted prior to the next available 

Intake Test. There are four intakes per 

year (dates appear in the Calendar, see 

page 65 and the website). 

 When you are contacted, please reply as 

soon as possible to confirm your place for 

the Intake Test. If you pass the test you will 

probably be invited to join the next 

training session, but sometimes, due to 

numbers, you may have to wait a session 

before starting.  

 

So, if you are keen, put your name down as 

soon as possible . While you are waiting for your 

name to get to the top of the list, spend some 

time training your dog to walk on your right 

side, and encourage it to learn how to tug-and

-give, go around a cone and go to a target. 

These behaviours are covered in the Club’s 

Behaviour Training classes. 

 

We look forward to seeing you when classes 

resume after the COVID-19 suspension. 

By Linda Spinaze — Convenor 
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Results from Agility and Jumping Trial — 22 February 2020 

Novice Agility – Judge:  Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 63 seconds 

1st  Mojitogold Love Me Do (Poodle (Toy)) Simone Pensko 46.45s (300) 

1st  Lifesong Out Of The Abyss CD JD TD (Border Collie) Karen Hobson 27.72s (400) 

1st  Luack Galadriel JD SPD GD SD (Australian Kelpie) Jenny Marshall 25.05s (500) 

 

Excellent Agility – Judge:  Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 58 seconds 

1st  Pippa CCD RA JD AD AFCH (Associate Register) Miss Vanessa March 37.56s (500) 

2nd  Ch ROCh Wameika Quite The Storm CD RAE JDX SD JC ET WPD (Brittany) Ryan Keeble  

 44.36s (500) 

 

Master Agility – Judge:  Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 58 seconds 

1st  AgCh 300 Scottromar Flynnders Fortune ADM5 ADO4 JDM8 JDO5 GDM SDM SPDM  

 (Schnauzer (Miniature)) Nelly Felczynski 35.70s (300) 

1st  AgCh 400 Peityn JDM8 ADM6 GD SDX SPDX JDO2 ADO2 (Associate) Rachael Fullerton  

 52.43s (400) 

1st  Zarigueya RA ADX JDM SPDX GD SD JDO PT (Border Collie) Rachael Fullerton 32.72s (500) 

2nd  OGrCh TSGrCh ROCh TCh Kityees Sonic UDX RAE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDX SPDX ET  

 (Border Collie) Jake Blight 32.80s (500) 

3rd  Oliver Brown RN ADX JDM ADO JDO GDX SPDX (Sporting Register) Barbara Brown 34.77s  

 (500) 

4th  Kerodan Country Road HSAS JDM ADX ADO JDO GD SD SPD (Border Collie) Mrs Gunilla  

 Doyle 42.65s (500) 

5th  Pepsi JDX GD ADX SD FS.N JDO SPD ADO HTMS TK.S (Associate Register) Natasha Sands  

 48.15s (500) 

1st  Brunig ADM JDM JDO ADO GDM SPDM SDX (Associate) Linda Spinaze 39.60s (600) 

 

Open Agility – Judge:  Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 56 seconds 

1st  Illoura Jet ADM2 JDM GD (Border Collie) Greg Collins 28.38s 

2nd  Zarigueya RA ADX JDM SPDX GD SD JDO PT (Border Collie) Rachael Fullerton 29.31s 

3rd  Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CCD RM QND ORA ADX JDX GDX SPDX SD JC (Brittany)  

 Judith Barlow 31.00s 

4th  Dual Ch (Ag 600) Graebrook Dublin Rogue RA QND ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDM  

 SPDM (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 34.37s 

5th  Brunig ADM JDM JDO ADO GDM SPDM SDX (Associate) Linda Spinaze 34.83s 

6th  Indeetrouble (Associate Register) Fiona Watts 35.79s 

7th  Willow JD SPD GD SD (Associate Register) Fiona Watts 38.37s 

8th  Pixie ADX JDX SPDX GDX SD JDO (Associate) Denise Stirzaker 38.84s 

9th  Kerodan Country Road HSAS JDM ADX ADO JDO GD SD SPD (Border Collie) Mrs Gunilla  

 Doyle 40.51s 

10th  Alamoana To Sir With Love ADM JDX GD SD (Poodle (Miniature)) Kylie Brown 44.90s  
11th  Neberden Perfectionist CD RA ADX JDM JDO GD SPD SD AFCH (Cocker Spaniel) Ms Nicole 

 Fallon 50.20s 

 

Open Jumping – Judge:  Ms Michelle Tunbridge (NSW) SCT: 56 seconds 

1st  Dual Ch (Ag 600) Graebrook Dublin Rogue RA QND ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDM  

 SPDM (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 38.66s 

2nd  Pawsintime Sweet Tully ADX JDM2 GDX SDX SPDX (Schnauzer (Miniature)) Nelly Felczynski  

 42.86s 

3rd  Pippa CCD RA JD AD AFCH (Associate Register) Miss Vanessa March 43.09s 

4th  Albiglen Nicoles Choice JD AD SD GD (West Highland White Terrier) Simone Pensko 43.38s 

5th  Wiggles RE ADX JDX JDO GD SDX SPDX (Associate) Mrs Greta Fennamore 55.11s 

 

Master Jumping – Judge:  Ms Michelle Tunbridge (NSW) SCT: 300: 60 seconds; 400: 58 seconds; 

600: 60 seconds 

1st  Pawsintime Sweet Tully ADX JDM2 GDX SDX SPDX (Schnauzer (Miniature)) Nelly Felczynski  

 50.35s (300) 
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2nd  Neberden Perfectionist CD RA ADX JDM JDO GD SPD SD AFCH (Cocker Spaniel) Ms Nicole  

 Fallon 59.80s (300) 

1st  AgCh 400 Peityn JDM8 ADM6 GD SDX SPDX JDO2 ADO2 (Associate) Rachael Fullerton 55.48s 

 (400) 

1st  Brunig ADM JDM JDO ADO GDM SPDM SDX (Associate) Linda Spinaze 44.26s (600) 

2nd  Dual Ch (Ag 600) Graebrook Dublin Rogue RA QND ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDM  

 SPDM (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 46.30s (600) 

 

Excellent Jumping – Judge:  Ms Michelle Tunbridge (NSW) SCT: 200: 57 seconds; 400: 53 seconds; 

500: 50 seconds 

1st  Albiglen Nicoles Choice JD AD SD GD (West Highland White Terrier) Simone Pensko 34.12s  

 (200) 

2nd  Lucky JD (Associate) Sharon Bowditch 43.99s (200) 

1st  Duszah Tu Meke Piper CD RA JD (Border Collie) Dr Jenna Maytom 29.82s (400) 

2nd  Ripley RN JD (Associate Register) Ms Carol Trevanion 43.22s (400) 

1st  Yarrancoly Wildest Dreams (Border Collie) Lynn Madden 36.01s (500) 

2nd  Pippa CCD RA JD AD AFCH (Associate Register) Miss Vanessa March 38.44s (500) 

3rd  Lena RN JD AD (Associate) Sharon Bowditch 43.19s (500) 

 

Novice Jumping – Judge:  Ms Michelle Tunbridge (NSW) SCT:300: 52 seconds  400: 50 seconds 

1st  Mojitogold Love Me Do (Poodle (Toy)) Simone Pensko 33.36s (300) 

1st  Squizl (Associate Register) Ms Carol Trevanion 36.19s (400) 

Agility action … continued

Agility DIY 

COVID-19 

project: 

 

Build your own 

A-frame! 

 

Leslie Roberts’ 

Border Collies 

‘Rue’ and 

‘Bean’ supervise 

construction 

and Bean tests 

the finished 

product. 

 

Photos:  

Leslie Roberts 



               Term Four (2019) Results 
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FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION 

 

Amalia Tawa & Kumi 

Amanda Divett & Luna 

Amanda Stevens & Charlie 

Amanda/Jack Galley & Ellie 

Amy Yates & Pepper 

Andrea McCuaig & Ruby  

Angharad Lodwick & Tabasco 

Anne Franklin & Soda  

Annie Visser & Lola  

Ashleigh Vlahos & Poppi 

Barbara McConchie & Daisy 

Barbara Miels-Barrett & Lucy  

Ben Hanns & Ruby 

Billy Durrant & Dumpling 

Brad/Briege Exton & Ovi 

Bronwyn Radford & Henry  

Carol McCormack & Molly  

Caroline Bacon & Gimli 

Celia Cramer & Daisy  

Cher Shearer & Xander 

Christian Jansen & Callie  

Christine Hill & Tutti 

Claire Bailey & Patrick 

Claire/Andrew Hollis & Maera 

Denise Muir-McCarey & Lola-May 

Dianne Barton & Dash 

Eileen Metherell & Kato 

Evan Charalambou & Rosco 

Evan/Krystal James/McHardie & Arnold 

Garrick/Petrea Simeon & Charlie 

Gillian Tidey & Jin-Jin  

Hugh Mortensen & Harvey 

Jane Ashurst & Hershey 

Jenny/Brett Scott & Ribbon 

Joanna Hall & Milo 

Jocelyn Newman & Pippin 

John Jones & Albert 

John/Maggie Velickovic/Djorojevic-Ilic & Oscar 

Judy/Mick Swann & Possum 

Kalyx Jorgensen & Maple 

Karen Judd & Koby 

Karen Wilder & Clyde 

Kavita Verma & Theo  

Ken/Nicole Archer/Mayo & Harriett 

Kim Le Lievre & Colin 

Kim McGovern & Bella 

Kirsty Bunfield & Maxwell 

Lillian/Tom Van Ewyk & Jax 

Lily O'Brien & Roxy 

Linda Hall & Archie 

Louise Dutton & Gracie 

Lyndall/Mirja McLean-Engstrom & Freja 

Marie Byrne & Bailey 

Martyn Murdoch & Jet 

Mary McMahon & Dee Dee 

Matt Tremethick & Max 

Mellisa Michael & Forrest 

Naomi Waterson & Blossom  

Natalie/Adrian Chynoweth/Rawsthorn & Willow 

Pippa O'Reilly & Digby  

Prue Dunstan & Willow 

Rebecca Stapleton & Holly 

Ren Willard & Poppy 

Rikki Ciolek & Apache 

Robert/Rebecca Deves/Hamilton & Thelma 

Ross Jordan & Monty Junior 

Sam Bahnert & Ellie 

Sharn Ogden & Sachi 

Sheryn Hosking & Sydney 

Sita Matthews & Lochie 

Stephen/Jem Power & Phoebe 

Steven Hosking & Rosa 

Susana Lloyd & Zorro  

Vinni/Cesar Raman/Martinez & Sambo 

 

CONSOLIDATION TO GRADUATION 

 

Adrian Jones & Chester 

Alex Ryan & Eddie 

Anne Waithman & Scout 

Annette Martin & Libby 

Denise/Brett Caldwell & Gracie 

Emma Holliday & Hannah 

George/Alison Cassimatis & Dimitri 

Hannah Crawford & D'Arcy 

Helen Rankin & Monty 

Jane Roberts & Ziggy 

Jane Young & Frank 

Jennifer Marshall & Misty 

Jo-Anne Benson & Chester 

Johanna Kohlhagen & Lacey 

Kathy Parrott & Sasha 

Katie Mills & Aki 

Keir Malpas & Addie 

Kim Heaney & Frankie 

Kirsten Peterson & Buddy 

Kristie Ryan & Drew 

Linda White & Effie 

Liz Thomas & Etta 

Margaret Noakes & Bella 

Nicole Havranek & Lux 

Rhiannon Paddick & Billy 

Roger Pratt & Pepi 

Ros Huxley & Sasha 

Scott James & Aoife  

Shannen Lim & Zorro 

Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so 

that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue. 

Results  are based on available documentation. 



Term Four results … continued
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Stephanie Robinson & Cooper 

Tamara Wheatley & Hudson 

Tara/William Coon & Willow 

Veronika Swan & Cooper 

 

GRADUATION TO COMPANION 

 

Alicia Roff & Anneli 

Alison Price & Paddy 

Amanda Johansson & Lockigt 

Angela/Neil Magnocavallo/Sewter & Molly 

Anne Waithman & Bridie 

Cathy Baljak & Mala 

Chantal Grellman & Grizzly 

David Spencer & Harley 

Donna Spencer & Colby 

Duncan Wijnberg & Ripley 

Felicity Yates & Halle 

Glennys/Jack Leyne & Bella 

Heidi Schiller & Lilly 

Justine Hrstic & Albie 

Karen Ford & Jet 

Kerry/Mathew Smith/Piasente & Jake 

Larry Greetham & Tucker 

Lilani Goonesena & Star 

Lyndon/Anthea Torres  & Winnie 

Michael McFadden & Bonnie 

Natasha Davies & Dixon 

Scott Ryan & Poppy 

Stephanie Windsor & Hastings 

Trudy Anderson & Ava 

Vanessa March & Erin  

Wendy Lorenz & Ishka 

 

COMPANION I TO COMPANION II 

 

Alyse/Kahli Hong & Walter 

Amber Piper & Sadie 

Anna Gill & Wasi 

Betsy Foskett/Nick Larsen & Jace 

Heather Mortlock & Milo 

Karen McCarthy & Wyn 

Kellie Yarrow & Jenson 

Konstantin Khomko & Tapio 

Linda Harper & Pete 

Lucy McPherson  & Stark 

Rebecca/Luke Townsend/

Grogan & Kevin 

Rhonda Cameron & Boston 

Sharyn Madigan & Coby 

Trevor Bruhn & Bertie 

Vanessa Laddrak & Donny 

NOTE: Term One (2020) outcomes were affected by the suspension of classes in mid-March.  

Results will be published in the next issue of The Good Companion. 

 For the safety and welfare of all members, 

use of the Club grounds is restricted to  

financial members only. 

 

You may NOT invite or bring non-members on to the 

grounds or bring dogs that are not listed on your 

membership application on to the grounds unless 

you have obtained permission from a Club official 

(ie Session Manager, Instructor, Committee 

Member). 

In some cases fees and conditions may apply. 

 

If in doubt, please ask. 



 Club Activities 

BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING 

 
The Club offers four levels of Behaviour Training 

classes for all breeds and ages of dogs to learn 

how to behave appropriately at home and in 

the community. These classes will help you 

understand how your dog learns and will teach 

you how to train your dog to be a good 

companion. The focus is on teaching practical 

life skills such as learning to relax, walking on 

lead without pulling; to come when called; to 

sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at 

doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and 

to socialize appropriately with dogs and 

people. You will need to ring up to book your 

dog in (see Office contact details on page 10). 

You should do this several weeks in advance of 

your desired entry date to ensure that you will 

get a place. Dates for the next course can be 

found in the Calendar on the website. 

 

DOGS-AS-THERAPY 

 
Members and their dogs visit nursing homes 

and schools to provide pet therapy for residents 

and students. If you have a dog that is people 

and dog friendly and isn’t fazed by noise and 

movement this activity might be for you. 

 

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB 

 

Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials 

(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high 

degree of handler-dog team work and 

precision over a range of exercises at different 

levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork, 

retrieving, scent work, taking directions a 

distance and stays. In most cases, dogs must 

have passed the Graduation level of Behaviour 

Training (Level 3) to be admitted to the entry-

level Obedience Skills class. 

 

Rally Obedience –  Rally-O is an obedience 

competition that requires the handler and dog 

team to negotiate a course in the heel position 

and to perform various manoeuvres such as sits, 

downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers 

are able to praise their dog while it is working. In 

most cases, dogs must have completed the 

Obedience Skills class (above) to participate in 

Rally-O classes. 

 

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach 

your dog to negotiate different obstacles such 

as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog 

walks and weave poles.  Once you have 

gained some basic skills, the challenge is to 

learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one 

obstacle to another on a course, and the 

courses change each time so that you and 

your dog are constantly being challenged to 

improve your skills. To start training dogs must 

be at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; physically sound and not overweight; 

and under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities. Dogs are subject to an intake 

test to assess their suitability to start training). 

 

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles, 

release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their 

handler over the hurdles.  It is a fast and furious 

team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy.  

Dogs must be at least 12 months old to ensure 

the dog’s skeletal and musculature system is 

strong enough; physically sound and not 

overweight; and under control off-lead around 

other dogs and activities. In most cases, dogs 

must have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Flyball.  

 

Dances with Dogs (DWD) – In this sport 

handlers take obedience skills to a new level by 

performing routines to music with their dogs. All 

you need to get involved is a love of music, the 

desire to have a great time with your dog and 

a commitment to rewards-based training. DWD 

is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of 

all breeds, sizes and ages.  In 2020 a new 

sport—Trick Dogs—is offered as the entry level 

for the DWD program. In most cases, dogs must 

have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Trick classes.   

 

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports 

involves the dog following a scent trail left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted 

during the cooler months due to the risk of 

snakes. The Club provides an information 

session in autumn and organizes ‘peer-support’ 

training to help members get started. 

 
For more information 

about the Club’s 

activities refer to the 

relevant contacts  

or leave your name at 

the Club Office (page 10) 

 
 

Right: Flyball in action 
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News from the Paws Shop 

By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager 

OPENING TIMES 

Wednesday   9.45am - 12.15pm 

Thursday         6.30 - 9.15pm 

Sunday            9:15am - 12 noon 
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    The Trainer’s Pouch ($30.00-$35.00) 

Australian-made, easy to clean silicone 

Available in two sizes 

Cows and Pigs Ears  

Crunchy, chewy treats 

$2.30 each or 10 for $20.00 

Food Puzzles For Enrichment 

Kong Gyro from $18.50 

Kong Wobbler from $30.00 

Kong Quest Bone from $15.00 

Classic Kongs from $10.00 

See the full list of  

shop stock on page 63 

NEW 

NEW 

Slow Feeder Plates & Licki Mats 

($15.00-$19.00) 

Dishwasher and freezer safe 

Spread soft foods (cooked vegetables, 

tinned sardines, cottage cheese, mince) 

and let your dog forage.  

   Snuffle/Forage Mats ($35.00) 

Handmade in South Australia 

Sprinkle small kibble among the fleecy tufts. 

Great for supervised foraging by puppies 
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      Class Times   

 BEHAVIOUR TRAINING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Level 1 -  Foundation (Puppy) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 1 - Foundation (Adult) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 2 - Consolidation 10:00 - 11.00am 8.00 - 9.00pm 10:45 - 11.45am Assessed in class 

Level 3 - Graduation 11.15am - 12.15pm 8.00 - 9.00pm 10:45 - 11.45am Assessed in class 

Level 4 - Companion 11.15am -12.15pm 6.45 - 7.45pm 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Companion Plus 10:00 - 11.00am - 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Drill /Demonstration Team - - 10:45 - 11.45am Assessed in class 

Companion (Level 4) class times may vary from term to term 

OBEDIENCE TRIALLING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Obedience Skills 10.00 -11.00am 8.00 - 9.00pm - Assessed in class 

Obedience Trialling  11:15am -12.15pm 8.00 - 9.00pm - N/A 

RALLY OBEDIENCE Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

All levels 10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - N/A 

AGILITY Monday Tuesday Wednesday Assessment 

Level One - - 6.00 - 7.15pm Assessed in class 

Level Two  - - 6.45 - 8.15pm Assessed in class 

Level Three 6.45 - 8.15pm - - Assessed in class 

Level Four  - - 7.15 - 8.45pm Assessed in class 

Novice 6.45 - 8.15pm - - Trial performance 

Excellent/Masters - 6.45 - 8.15pm - Trial performance 

Agility classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5). Class times/days may vary from term to term 

 

FLYBALL Wednesday Sunday   

Beginners - 12.15 - 1.15 pm  Assessed in class 

Intermediate - 1.15 - 2.00 pm  Assessed in class 

Advanced - 2.00 - 3.00 pm  Assessed in class 

Squad training (on demand) 6.45 - 7.45pm -  N/A 

Flyball classes are usually held in the Flyball Paddock 

Wednesday   DANCES WITH DOGS AND TRICKS DOGS  

Tricks  7.00 - 7.45pm  Assessed in class 

DWD  8.00 - 8.45pm  Assessed in class 

DWD classes are usually held in the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground and occasionally at CDC. 

Check with instructor for dates and locations. 

 

(subject to Covid-19 arrangements) 



     Calendar of Events 2020 
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JUNE Mon 1 Reconciliation Day Public Holiday / Session 3 agility commences – To be 

advised 

  Sat 6 CDC Agility Jumping and Games Trial / Flyball ACT Titles - Winter Classic * / 

Sapphire Coast Kennel & Obedience Club Obedience and Rally-O Trial, 

Bermagui * - ALL CANCELLED 

  Sun 7 CDC Agility Jumping and Games Trial  / Flyball ACT Titles - Winter Classic * / 

Sapphire Coast Kennel & Obedience Club Obedience and Rally-O Trial, 

Bermagui * - ALL CANCELLED 

  Mon 8 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday / Dogs ACT Lure Coursing try outs / Sapphire 

Coast Kennel & Obedience Club Obedience Trial, Bermagui * - ALL 

CANCELLED  

  Sat 13  CDC Obedience Trial (double) - CANCELLED 

  Sat 20 CDC Double Rally-O Trial (all day) / A Pooch Affair - Doggie Day Out at EPIC * 

- ALL CANCELLED 

  Sun 28 CDC Tracking Trial * - CANCELLED 

  Tue 30 Committee meeting – Clubhouse or Zoom 

JULY Fri 3 Epic Advance Dog Sports Extravaganza 2019 * - CANCELLED 

  Sat 4 ACT School holidays start / Epic Advance Dog Sports Extravaganza 2019 * - 

CANCELLED 

  Sun 5 Epic Advance Dog Sports Extravaganza 2019 * - CANCELLED / Illawarra Dog 

Training Club Inc Obedience trial *  

  Sat 11 Queanbeyan and District Dog Training Club Obedience and Rally-O Trials * 

  Fri 17 Club grounds closed for spraying 

  Sat 18 Club grounds closed for clean up / CDC Tracking Trial * - CANCELLED/ Albury 

& Border Kennel Club Obedience Trial *  

  Sun 19 CDC Tracking Trial * - CANCELLED / Albury & Border Kennel Club Rally-O Trial *  

  Mon 20 ACT School Term 3 starts / Closing date for written nominations for Honorary 

Life Membership submitted to Committee for consideration at Annual 

General Meeting  

  Wed 22 CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training classes start / Agility Session 3 agility ends 

  Thu 23 CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training classes start 

  Sun 26 CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training classes start 

  Mon 27 Closing date for written notices of motion to be submitted to Secretary for 

tabling at the Annual General Meeting (other motions may be presented at 

the AGM with the resolution of the meeting) 

  Tue 28 Committee meeting – Clubhouse  or Zoom 

 Wed 29 Agility intake assessment (session 4) 

  

* Not held on Club grounds 

ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO COVID-19 MEASURES IN PLACE AT THE TIME 

CONFIRMED CANCELLATIONS ARE NOTED BELOW 

CHECK THE CLUB’S WEBSITE FOR LATEST DETAILS ON OTHER EVENTS 



 

Off-lead exercise at our Club 
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 Do the right thing: 

 Read the ‘Using the club 

grounds’ brochure on the 

website as well as the 

gate signs. 

 Play safe - use common 

sense in the off-lead 

areas. 

 Keep your dog away from 

gates when other dogs 

are entering and leaving. 

Always ask and gain 

permission from 

everyone before going 

into an area that is 

already occupied. 

  Enter on lead and remove 

the lead while your dog is 

sitting. 

  Keep moving to minimise 

tension and scuffles 

between dogs. 

  Stay alert and keep an 

eye on your dog. 

 Do not allow your dog to 

fence-run. It is not 

appropriate behaviour. 

  Always reward your dog 

for coming to you. 

  Avoid using balls and 

other toys if you are 

sharing the area with 

other dogs. 

  Leave immediately if your 

dog becomes anxious, or 

is annoying or aggressive 

towards other dogs. 

  Limit your time to 15 

minutes if other members 

are waiting to use the 

same area. 

  Always clean up after 

your dog. 

Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas. 

Read the gate signs and the poster on the Club’s outside noticeboards. 

You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked. 

NOTE: The  

Narrabundah and 

Flyball Paddocks 

are not available 

for off-lead use 30 

minutes before or 

after training  

classes 


