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Cover picture 

New Flyball Master Champion (FMCh) Humphrey 

a Labrador X owned and handled by Club instructor Claire Weekes (Photo: Lara Sedgmen) 

Read more about Humphrey on page 11 
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 Convenor | Vacant | Members | Justin Allen| Rhonda Cameron |  

Jess McNamara-Rice  | Damon Muller  

Agility Training & 

Trialling 

 Convenor | Linda Spinaze | Members | Amanda Delaney I Denise Iglesias  
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About Our Club 

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), 

established in 1958 as the first dog training club 

in the ACT, has an average membership of 

around 850 each year. It is a non-profit 

organisation relying mostly on volunteers to run 

activities with some occasional grant 

assistance. About 80 instructors volunteer their 

time to conduct behavioural and dog sport 

classes in Obedience, Flyball, Agility, DWD and 

Rally-O from February to November each year.  

The Club also has an active group that visit 

nursing homes with their dogs  for the 

enjoyment of the residents. 

While much of the work in maintaining and 

running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer 

basis we do have some paid help.  Marika 

Mueller manages the Office and the mowing of 

the grounds is undertaken by a contractor. The 

Club caters for disabled access with paved 

paths, designated parking spaces and toilet 

facilities. 

 

The aims and objectives of the Club are to: 

• promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs; 

• teach members to train their dogs, of 

whatever breed, in dog obedience and other 

related canine skills, using motivational 

training methods; 

• promote participation and training in a range 

of dog sports; 

• promote and participate in dog training and 

other activities associated with dog training; 

• support the rights of dog owners, provided 

that such ownership is conducted in a 

responsible manner; 

• actively promote community interaction with 

dogs; 

• provide facilities necessary or convenient for 

its activities; 

• promote positive relationships between 

owners and dogs; and 

• enhance the development of social skills of 

dogs. 

 

Have a comment or idea you’d 

like to share? 

Email  

contact@actcdc.org.au  

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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          President’s Message  

By Lesley Pothan  

Well here we are half way through another 

busy year at the Club having just finished the 

second term of classes. It is very rewarding to 

see so many of our members with their dogs 

and to watch the steady progress being made 

towards their dog becoming a well-mannered 

canine companion.  

 

Apart from our regular training classes, the Club 

has hosted a number of events since my last 

message to you, including Obedience, Rally-

Obedience and Agility trials. As well, our 

members have participated in Flyball and 

Dances with Dogs competitions elsewhere. 

Results are included in this issue of the 

magazine.  

 

In May we held a 

weekend workshop 

for Club instructors 

conducted by Debra 

Millikan, a highly 

respected 

behavioural trainer. 

Topics included 

debunking the 

dominance myth, 

canine social 

development, best 

practice dog 

training and canine 

body language. We 

also learnt about a 

pet dog 

ambassador 

program, developed 

by the Pet 

Professional Guild, 

that may provide a 

suitable avenue for 

club members who 

would like some external recognition of their 

training efforts but do not wish to participate in 

formal dog sports. The workshop was a great 

opportunity for all instructors to catch up with 

developments in the national and international 

dog training community.   

 

In June the Club set up a stall at the Pooch 

Affair and several committee members and 

instructors took turns handing out flyers and 

talking to prospective members. The Pooch 

Affair is held annually at EPIC and provides a 

rare opportunity for owners and their dogs to  

meet representatives of local dog training and 

breed clubs, rescue groups, government and 

welfare agencies and commercial vendors all 

in the one spot. It was lovely to see so many of 

our current members stop by for a chat. 

Instructor Susan Barnard with her two lovely Irish 

Wolfhounds were a star attraction and our 

Dances With Dogs members also wowed the 

crowds. 

 

In April next year the Club will celebrate its 60th 

anniversary! Over the coming months we will 

be discussing how we can celebrate this 

amazing milestone. Sixty years is a long time 

and while it is a time to celebrate we should 

pause and reflect on the changes to dog 

training and the 

changes in the way 

we think about dogs 

that have occurred 

over that time. The 

dog training 

environment has not 

always been as kind 

to our four-legged 

friends as it is today.  

 

On  Saturday 15 July 

we will be 

conducting a 

Working Bee and you 

are all invited to 

come and help out. 

There are lots of jobs 

that need doing and 

as they say “many 

hands make light 

work”. The Club must 

manage its finances 

carefully and to do 

this we engage 

contractors only to 

attend the ‘big’ jobs such as mowing and 

plumbing. Other jobs such as pruning, raking 

leaves or washing windows rely heavily on 

volunteers to perform.  For the last few working 

bees we have had around a dozen people 

attend (out of a possible 850 members) and 

while we really thank the dedicated dozen it is 

only a very small percentage of the Club’s 

membership. So, please come along and help 

make a difference. 

 

I hope you all enjoy the break between terms 

and don’t forget to keep practicing with your 

special furry friend! 

DWDer Jane Richardson & Jazz perform at the  

Pooch Affair (Photo: Mark Turner Images) 



 What’s Coming Up At Our Club ? 

Page | 6 The Good Companion | July 2017|  Vol 29|  No 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When is the Club’s Annual General Meeting ? 

 

The Club’s Annual General Meeting will be held 

in the June Rowe Clubhouse at 7.30pm on 

Monday 21st August. The closing date for the 

submission of nominations for the Main 

Committee is 14th August. See pages 8-9 for 

further information. Our club is managed by a 

Committee of thirteen members, with a 

number of supporting sub-committees. All of 

our committee members are volunteers, just 

like you and me.  

 

How should I prepare for classes during winter? 

  

It can be very cold on the Club grounds during 

the winter months, especially if you train on 

Thursday nights (or other evenings for agility 

and flyball). It is a good idea to wear a beanie, 

scarf, several layers of clothes—including a 

windproof jacket—and shoes with thick soles. 

You may also like to put a coat on your dog. 

We continue to train throughout the winter 

months—frost or fog—so come prepared! 

Never use the cold weather as an excuse to 

skip class or go home early—dress 

appropriately and you and your dog will be 

comfortable in class. 

  

What’s happened to Comp Day ? 

 

With the introduction of the Club’s new 

behaviour training syllabus we are phasing out 

our current Comp Day assessment processes. 

Club members at Intermediate, Advanced, 

Transition and Companion levels will now be 

assessed in their regular class on Wednesday, 

Thursday and Sunday in the last week of term. 

The same ‘Comp Day’ judging processes will 

be used and ribbons for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

places will be awarded to successful 

participants. We hope that this change will 

prove less stressful for you and your dog. 

 

I’m interested in lure coursing. Are there 

opportunities to find out more through the 

Club? 

 

The dog sport of Lure Coursing helps preserve 

and develop the natural ‘coursing’ skills 

inherent in the Hound breeds, particularly the 

sight hounds which are a group of dogs 

designed to hunt by eye.  Through the sport 

dogs have the opportunity to chase an artificial 

‘lure’ (usually a shredded plastic bag) dragged 

at speed over the ground  via a series of pulleys 

and motors. 

 

The next local training day is planned for 

Saturday 22 July at the Club.  For more 

information  check Canberra Region Lure 

Coursing at https://www.facebook.com/

groups/544418965721863/  

Above: Stuart Boyd’s Whippet ‘Noki’ enjoying lure 

coursing. Photo by Tony Maxwell,  

 

Want to keep in touch with the latest activities 

at the Club ? 

  

Information is available from: 

• our public Facebook page - no need to 

be a registered use  -

www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogclub 

• our website - www.actcdc.org.au 

• notice boards (inside and outside the 

clubhouse) 

• your Instructors 

• the Session Manager on the grounds 

Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday during  

Training Classes 

• the Calendar on page 43 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/544418965721863/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/544418965721863/
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.actcdc.org.au


 From the Dog Kennel  

Editor — Anne Robertson  

Welcome to the winter issue of the Club’s magazine: The Good 

Companion. The magazine now comes out quarterly—coinciding with 

each training term. Our poster boy this issue is Claire Weekes’ Labrador X 

‘Humphrey’ who has just achieved his Flyball Master Champion title ... and 

has decided to retire on a high note.  Read more about Humphrey’s  

career on page 11. 

 

Another of the magazine’s regular contributors, canine chef extraordinaire 

‘Tipsy’, has also decide to hang up her apron and let others do the baking 

while she contemplates putting her paw up for the next series of Master 

Chef. Think your dog is not food-motivated? Tipsy’s latest recipe for  the Ocean Mackerel and 

Sharks’ Fin Celebration Cake (pages 19-20) will prove you wrong. Fortunately all of Tipsy’s previous 

recipes are available from back issues of The Good Companion on our website. 

 

This issue features updates on most of the Club’s dog sports—agility, flyball, dances with dogs, 

tracking, dogs-as-therapy and obedience trialling. Details of pre-requisites for participating in 

these activities can also be found on page 42. And if you would like to learn more about what the 

Club has been doing over the past year—and what is planned for the next twelve months—come 

along to the Club’s Annual General Meeting on Monday evening 21 August. Further information is 

available on pages 8 and 9.  

 

Articles, suggestions, photos and illustrations for the magazine are always welcome. Email to 

contact@actcdc.org.au anytime. Did you know the magazine is available in full colour on the 

Club’s website? It can be downloaded in all its glory at www.actcdc.org.au/new/tgc.htm.  Use 

Adobe Acrobat PDF viewer for best results. 

 

See you in class  ... 
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 TERM BREAK 
 

Term 2 classes end on Sunday 2 July 

Term 3 classes start on Wednesday 19 July,  

Thursday 20 July and Sunday 23 July 

 

Enjoy the school holidays! 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/new/tgc.htm
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I (print name) _______________________________________________________________ hereby accept the  

nomination for the position of __________________________________________________________________ 

Signed ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed by (print name)  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Signed ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Seconded  by (print name) _____________________________________________________________________ 

Signed ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Candidate’s statement in support of nomination attached (Please tick ):          Yes          No 

OFFICE USE ONLY:  Nominations close 5.00pm Monday 14  August 2017. 

Received (date) ______ /______ /______ Received by (name) ______________________________________ 

Financial status confirmed _____________________________________________________________________ 

ACT Companion Dog Club Inc 

Nomination for the 2017-18 Committee 

 

www.frenchlanguageschool.com.au - 0438 297 725 

http://www.frenchlanguageschool.com.au


Page | 9 The Good Companion | July 2017|  Vol 29|  No 2 

  

The club is holding its Annual General Meeting on Monday 21 August at the clubhouse. 

 

In accordance with the club’s Constitution, the purpose of the meeting is to: 

  

• report to members on the club’s activities during 2016-17; 

• present the audited balance sheet and statement of receipts 

and payments for 2016-17; 

• elect the incoming Committee for 2017-18; 

• appoint an honorary auditor for 2017-18; 

• decide on any resolutions submitted to the meeting; 

• determine fees and charges for 2017-18 (as required); and 

• consider any duly made recommendations for Honorary Life 

Membership. 

  

Rules for the conduct of the elections for Committee are available 

from the office. 

 

A summary of the rules relating to nominations for the Committee, and 

a nomination form, are provided here. 

  

• The Committee consists of the following office bearers: President, Senior Vice-President, 

Junior Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary and eight other Committee members. 

• A candidate for a position of office bearer or committee member must be a current 

financial member of the club. 

• A committee member holds office until the next succeeding Annual General Meeting. 

• A candidate shall be proposed and seconded by two members of the club on the 

prescribed form. 

• The candidate must sign the form to indicate consent to be nominated. 

• Any candidate wishing to provide a statement for the information of members may 

submit an A4 page (maximum) to the Secretary at the time of nomination. 

• A fully completed nomination form must be delivered to the Secretary at least seven 

days before the date of the AGM. 

• A member may nominate for more than one position. The nomination for each position 

shall be on a separate form, duly signed by the proposer, seconder and candidate. 

• The Secretary, on receipt of the nomination form, shall verify that the candidate is a 

financial member and shall endorse the form to that effect. 

• Incomplete nomination forms or forms from unfinancial members are invalid and 

candidates will be advised by the Returning Officer. 

• As soon as possible after the close of nominations, the Secretary will prepare a list of 

candidates for each position and display it prominently in the clubhouse. 

• Members may telephone the office during normal business hours, after the closing 

date for nominations, to have the list of candidates read to them. 

• Candidates have the right to appoint a scrutineer. The scrutineer must be a financial 

member of the club and must be nominated at least 24 hours before the AGM. If 

insufficient nominations are received by the closing date, nominations will be called 

from the floor at the Annual General Meeting. In the event of there being more than 

one nomination from the floor for one position, voting will be by secret ballot. 

 

Supper will be provided. 

Come and support your club and meet fellow members. 

Annual General Meeting 

You’re Invited ! 
7:30pm Monday 21 August 

ACT Companion Dog Club Inc 
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 Sheep 
Alpacas 

Thanks For Your Contribution 

The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Term Two (May-July 2017): 

 

Behaviour Training: Di Adams, Susan Barnard, Janne Blunden, Bruce Chapman, Pen Cullen, Kerry 

Deans, Barbara Gough, Kath Hallam, Lynn Harden, Linda Harper, , Hilarie Kemp, Renee Kyle, Chris 

Lathbury, Maree Livermore, Gabby Lukzsa, Mike Lynch, Rachel McKeever, Rowan McKeever, 

Heather McPherson, Melinda Parrett, Lesley Pothan, Louise Raisin, Jane Richardson, Anne 

Robertson, Mike Slee, Joyce Thompson, Juliet Ward, Claire Weekes, Chris Woodgate 

Reserves: Christina Erwin, Barb Grundy, Alison McCann, Linda Spinaze, Jane Vickers 

 

Flyball: Justin Allen, Rachael Eggins 

 

Agility: Greg Collins, Amanda Delaney, Denise Iglesias, Jess 

McNamara-Rice, Kylie White, Stephanie Windsor 

 

Rally-O: Naarilla Hirsch, Geoff Woodman 

Reserves: Pamela Hunt, Cath Perry 

 

Obedience Trialling: Laraine Frawley, Charlie Giles 

 

THANK YOU 

— CDC Instructors — 

Serving the CDC canine community for almost 60 years! 

 

 

Congratulations to Jess McNamara-Rice for completing  

the Club’s Agility Instructors course  

 

Did you know ? … all  of the Club’s instructors are volunteers ! 

+ = 
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Humphrey 
Flyball Master Champion 

 

At the Club’s recent Million Paws Walk flyball 

competition, we farewelled the amazing 

Humphrey from competitive flyball. 

 

In 2008—like most dogs that join the ACT 

Companion Dog Club—Humphrey brought his 

handler Claire along to learn 

how to behave. He thoroughly 

enjoyed these classes as the 

instructors taught Claire to 

give Humphrey chicken when 

he did a trick, such as sit, drop 

and heel. However, in 2009, 

after attending several terms 

of these classes Humphrey 

and Claire wanted a new 

challenge so they tried the 

sport of Flyball. 

 

Humphrey has never been 

keen on playing fetch, he 

chases the tennis ball but then 

gets distracted by smells 

instead of bringing the ball 

back to Claire, so many 

people may think Flyball 

wouldn't be the sport for him. 

These people were wrong! 

Humphrey quickly taught 

Claire to give him chicken 

whenever he went over a 

jump. He then developed the 

perfect slow motion swimmers 

turn on the flyball box, because he got chicken 

every time he placed all four paws on the box. 

Lastly, he put it all together by completing the 

jumps, swimmers turn, and collecting the ball to 

drop at Claire's feet for chicken. 

 

Humphrey may not be the fastest flyball dog 

but was known as ‘Mr Reliable’ as he knew 

exactly what he needed to do for Claire to 

give him chicken. This led Humphrey to help 

train new and excitable dogs as he remained 

focused on chicken ( er … I mean Claire). 

 

Humphrey's first flyball competition was the 

2009 Million Paws Walk, therefore it was fitting to 

finish his flyball career at the same competition 

eight years later. He retires after 43 

competitions earning over 1000 points and 

seven Flyball titles. In 2011, when just a lad, he 

was honoured with the Club’s Flyball Dog of 

the Year award. Humphrey has enjoyed 

running with many dogs of all shapes, sizes, and 

speeds. His goofy smile and enthusiasm for the 

sport will be missed but not forgotten. 

 

Many thanks to our special correspondent for 

this tribute to Humphrey. 



Is Your Membership Due ? 

You can renew online – how easy is that ! 
 

Go to the Club’s website at http://www.actcdc.org.au 

1. Download the Membership Renewal form at 

 http://www.actcdc.org.au/new/joining.htm 

2. Complete the form and send it back to the Club via e-mail 

3. Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities 

 Bank BSB: 032 729 

 Account: 235628 

 Reference: Your surname and phone number 

 

Make sure your reference will easily identify your payment  

and don’t forget to keep your receipt. 

You don’t even have to leave your house ! 

 

            EFTPOS and PayWave facilities are available 

              Renew your membership at the Club Office 

    No minimum transaction (sorry, no cash out) 

Fees 2017 

Joining Fee (per household) $ 52.50 

Annual Subscription   

(per household) 
$105.00 

Training Fees (per Dog/per Year) 
• Behaviour Training 

• Obedience Trialling 

• Agility 

• Flyball 

• Dances with Dogs 

• Rally-O 

• Tracking 

 

$ 78.50 

$ 78.50 

$ 78.50 

$ 78.50 

$ 78.50 

$ 78.50 

$ 0.00 

Instructors Fee 

plus optional contribution 

$ 30.00 

$ 50.00 

Casual Visitors Fee (day, week, 

month) - by application 
$ 5/25/50 

Contact Us 

Phone 02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604 

Web www.actcdc.org.au 

Office Narrabundah Lane, Symonston  ACT 

• Tuesday-Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 

• Thursday    6:30pm-9:15pm 

• Sunday              9:00am-12:00pm 
 

Office Manager: Marika Mueller  

          CLOSED MONDAY 

Email     contact@actcdc.org.au 

 

We welcome your feedback. 
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Is your dog’s Attendance Card 

YELLOW 

If so, your Membership is due 

for renewal by the end of 
 

JULY 

Is your dog’s Attendance Card 

GREEN 

If so, your Membership is due 

for renewal by the end of 
 

SEPTEMBER 

http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/new/joining.htm
http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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The article below is reproduced from the late Dr Sophia Yin’s blog 

https://drsophiayin.com/blog/entry/preventing-dog-bites-by-learning-to-greet-dogs-properly/ 

 It was originally published in 2011. 

   Training Tips 

Learning to greet dogs properly 

The consensus among animal behaviour professionals is that the major cause of dog bites to 

humans is related to failure of owners and dog bite victims to recognize when dogs are fearful and 

know how to approach and greet dogs appropriately. But what exactly is the correct approach 

and why do so many people fail to do it? 

  

One issue is that we humans have an instant gut reaction to the cuteness of some dogs. It’s the 

same reaction we had as a child when we saw a cute teddy bear or other stuffed animal. As a 

result we treat pets as if they are cuddly toys. While many dogs are friendly, cute, and love 

interacting with humans, they are definitely not toys. In fact, when you think about it, dogs are a bit 

like humans in that the same types of inappropriate greetings that would cause a human to be 

afraid or irritated would cause a dog to become fearful and even aggressive too. Here are some 

examples. 

 

Appropriate and inappropriate approaches 

 

You’d probably feel threatened if someone randomly walked up to your car and stuck their hand 

into the window to reach for you. Similarly dogs may feel scared or violated if you reach into their 

safe space. It’s best to stand out of the dog’s safety/ threat zone and even look away so it’s clear 

you’re not some bad guy trying to break in. 

People frequently see a cute pooch and want to rush up to pet him. Just as you might feel scared 

if a stranger or even an acquaintance ran right up to you, a dog may feel uncomfortable too. It’s 

best to approach slowly—at a leisurely walk while watching the dog for body language signs of 

fear. 

It’s mostly kids who rush up uncontrollably to pet a dog, but even adults encroach threateningly. 

For instance, suddenly reaching out from nowhere without first asking parents or the owner can 

lead to bad results.  Even children are nervous of strangers approaching, and rightly so. We 

shouldn’t expect our dogs to be more comfortable with stranger danger than our kids. That’s why 

it’s important to always ask owners if it’s OK to greet their pets.  It’s up to the owner to know their 

pet well enough they can inform others if it’s safe to pet their dog and if the dog will enjoy the 

interaction.  

https://drsophiayin.com/blog/entry/preventing-dog-bites-by-learning-to-greet-dogs-properly/
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Learning to greet dogs properly … continued

Starting in childhood, we were all told to avoid staring. It’s rude, and even creepy. So even if a 

dog’s owner says it’s OK to greet Rover, avoid approaching head-on and staring. Instead, 

approach offset or sideways and look using your peripheral vision. 

Appropriate and inappropriate greetings 

 

Have you ever seen a toddler or young child visiting Disneyland or some other theme park to see 

their favourite beloved cartoon character? But when they see Mickey Mouse or Yogi Bear he’s 

gigantic in size and looming over them and they get scared. The same thing happens to dogs. 

They may seem friendly and happy as you approach, but if you loom over them, especially if 

you’re facing them head on, you can cause them to have a meltdown. That’s why it’s better to 

stand facing slightly sideways and remain outside their personal space or bubble. Note that the 

size of the bubble varies from dog to dog. Then let them approach at their own rate if they feel 

like it. If they don’t feel like approaching, then just admire them from a distance. For little dogs, 

you can squat down to their level. But be careful to do so from far away and face sideways so 

that when you are shorter your face isn’t right in their face. 

Although you’ve probably heard that you should greet dogs by letting them sniff your hand, 

reaching out to their face is actually pretty rude, especially if you’re facing them or staring. 
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Learning to greet dogs properly … continued

Imagine if someone was standing near you and they reached a hand out towards you. It’s best to 

let the dog approach at his own rate and avoid putting pressure on him by reaching out. 

 

Some kids have phobias about clowns or certain types of people. Similarly, some dogs are afraid 

of some types of people or people wearing or carrying certain objects or in various environments. 

Even if you’ve followed all of the appropriate greeting rules so far, some pets may still feel 

uncomfortable. So, if you see signs of fear, discomfort or tension, even if the dog comes up to sniff 

you, still avoid petting him. Instead just admire the pet from nearby. 

Appropriate and inappropriate interactions 

 

Lastly, remember that some interactions are just not appropriate or aren’t as fun for the animal (or 

for children) as you think.  For instance, most kids don’t like being pinched on the cheek even if 

they will put up with it. Similarly, most dogs dislike being hugged even by family members even if 

they allow it. Imagine how a dog who dislikes hugging might react if they are hugged by 

someone with whom they’re only mildly familiar. When interacting with a dog, especially an 

unfamiliar one, avoid hugging, patting or petting in an overly familiar way. Instead pet in a calm, 

gentle, relaxed manner. 

While many humans routinely greet dogs inappropriately and many dogs put up with this socially 

inappropriate behaviour, if you stop and think about it, correct greetings are common sense. We 

should be respectful of dogs instead of assuming they should be friendly and polite even when 

we humans are not. 

We’re accredited 
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The Club’s  Dogs-as-Therapy team have been busy this year. In groups, we visit the elderly residents 

in several aged care homes around Canberra each month. We walk around the homes chatting to 

the residents and showing off our very well-behaved dogs (most of whom do not check for biscuit 

crumbs under chairs). Most of the residents like to stroke and pat our dogs and tell us about their 

beautiful pets.   

 

Come and join us! 

 

As we are always on the lookout for new teams to participate in our Dogs-as-Therapy program the 

Club’s Committee agreed to offer financial members of other Canberra dog training clubs with an 

honorary membership which would allow them to join our group. So far this year we have  

welcomed three new dog and handler teams: Colleen & Busta, Kam & Lucca, and Myrian & 

Matilda. Sadly one of our longer term dogs, Otto, is no longer able to continue his visits as he is now 

quite elderly himself. It’s time for Otto to sit back and relax with his paws up and enjoy a well-

deserved retirement. A huge thank you to Otto and Mike for their invaluable contribution to, and 

participation in, the program over the last few years. 

 

Do you have what it takes? 

 

To participate in the Dogs-as-Therapy program dogs must have the right temperament and be over 

twelve months of age. Dogs need to be able to cope with ‘out of the ordinary’ sounds and noises, 

involuntary actions by residents and equipment such as walkers, motorised scooters and 

wheelchairs. The dogs must be comfortable and enjoy meeting and greeting people and not be 

reactive to other dogs. If you are interested in joining the program please contact the Club Office 

by email on contact@actcdc.org.au.  

 
Photo: Shutterstock 

        Dogs-As-Therapy Team 

    By Lesley Pothan 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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                  Tracking Update 
    By Jake Blight 

Tracking is an activity where dogs use their 

amazing scenting ability to follow a scent trail 

to find a ‘lost’ person.  Tracking is also a sport 

where dogs learn to track a person and can 

progress through a series of tests to achieve the 

title Tracking Champion.  All dogs can track—

the trick is convincing them to track the trail of 

the person they are looking for and not to be 

distracted by kangaroos, rabbits and other 

temptations.   

 

Tracking is a winter 

activity in Canberra, 

the cooler weather 

makes it easier for 

the dogs and there 

is much less chance 

of meeting an 

unfriendly snake on 

the trail. 

  

Around 20 dogs 

started tracking this 

season, with many 

making a really 

good start.   The initial training period for 

tracking takes quite a bit of effort (for the 

person) but once the dog has the idea most 

progress quite quickly and will remember the 

‘game’ for a long time.  The trick is in ensuring 

that you build enough drive to make the dog 

really want to get to the end.  The way to do 

this is to always use a really high value reward 

at the end of the track.  For some dogs this is a 

big pot of really tasty food and a fun toy but 

some dogs need to also find their favourite 

person at the end in the early stages. 

At first the tracks are quite short—50 metres or 

less and only take a couple of minutes but 

before long the dog will be tracking 800 metres 

or more and will need physical and mental 

stamina as well as the desire to concentrate on 

the correct scent the whole way.  

 

The Club’s tracking group trains on Tuesdays 

from1:30pm  to 

3:30pm (ish) at Rose 

Cottage Horse 

Paddocks on Mugga 

Lane and on 

Saturdays  

from10.00am to 

midday (ish) at the 

Pialligo Redwood 

Forest, Pialligo Ave.  

These are not classes 

but opportunities for 

those interested in 

tracking to get 

together and help 

each other.  

 

New members are welcome at any time.  If you 

are interested in tracking it is a good idea to 

join the tracking email list to get updates on 

training times and locations as well as to share 

training tips—just contact the Club Office and 

ask to be added to the list or search for ACT 

Region Tracking Dogs on Google Groups.   

 

Photo: Shutterstock 

REMINDER - DISABLED PARKING 
Please note that the disabled spaces in the Instructors' car park are  

at all times for the exclusive use of people holding disabled  

parking permits.  

 

This includes instructors, members and visitors with disabled parking permits. 

Please ensure that you do not use these spaces without a permit. In the 

event that all spaces are taken by permit holders, disabled members and  

visitors may park in other parts of the Instructors'  

car park at any time. 

  

This restriction also applies when trials are held on the club grounds. 



Another famous recipe from  

Tipsy’s Test Kitchen 

 

~ Treats for discerning dogs ~ 
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Ocean Mackerel and Sharks’ Fin Celebration Cake 

A while back I had another special birthday 

and me mum said I could go crazy in me test 

kitchen and whip up an over-the-top creation.  

As it was the end of training fer me mum’s 

Advanced Class, I decided to make it an extra 

special celebration cake that could be shared 

with all my furiends who worked so hard training 

their humans. 

 

As with all Advanced Class dogs I have 

observed over the years, these dogs have all 

got their humans wrapped around their little 

paws.  Best thing was 

they all brought their 

humans out in the 

pouring rain fer the last 

week of class and 

graduation.  Boy oh boy I 

was so PROUD of them 

all!   Yer should see the 

pawsome treats they get 

and the games they get 

their humans playing in 

order to train ‘em.  It was 

heart-warming to see 

such shenanigans at our 

Club on Sunday 

mornings.  The dogs all 

told me that they have 

also trained their humans 

to keep the treats and 

games coming at home. 

This is an excellent 

training technique, and if 

yer stick to it and are very 

very patient, yer can get 

yer humans to do almost 

anything yer want.  So my best advice to all the 

young dogs in our Club is that patience, 

persistence and perseverance will work a treat 

when training yer humans! 

 

Me sister Shadow and I worked real hard 

training our mum to let us loose in the test 

kitchen, trying out different flavours and ideas 

for me recipe column.  As I have suggested in 

earlier test kitchen columns, I find it is best to 

experiment as much as possible, so’s you 

eventually come up with something extremely 

delicious!  Boy oh boy this work isn’t actually 

that hard, as we do get to eat all the leftovers 

that don’t come up to scratch.  Fer instance, 

we decided that pineapple doesn’t taste very 

pawsome with puperoni.  Another idea that still 

needs a bit more research is “Mackerel and 

Milo Macaroni Bake”.  Sounds good in me 

recipe ideas notebook, but in actual fact, it still 

requires a bit of taste testing to get it up to me 

usual standard.  We also discovered that yer 

need something good to go with sharks’ fin; 

coconut may sound good but it tastes a bit 

yucky.  We did manage to eat all the taste tests 

though.   

 

We did discover that 

mackerel and sharks’ fin 

are delicious together, a 

match made in doggy 

heaven.  This was our 

taste tested choice.  It 

was lots of fun to 

decorate me cake in a 

cool over-the-top kinda 

way.  All me furiends in 

class gave it the paws 

up, with extra tail wags 

for presentation! If yer do 

happen to have any 

leftovers, as with most of 

me famous recipes, the 

cake can be cut into 

little treat sized pieces 

and frozen fer when yer 

training yer humans. 

 
Left: Me in me Test Kitchen. 

Guess which number  

birthday I was celebrating?  

 

After working real hard on me Recipe 
Column fer a few years now, I have 

decided that this Celebration Cake is me 
last tail wag!  I have enjoyed me work in 
me Test Kitchen, and especially enjoyed 
sharing me creations with many many 

furiends over the years.  I have even had 
dogs come up to me and say that they 

have cooked me recipes and trained their 
human to keep some of me treats at paw 
at all times.  It doesn’t get much better 

than that! 
 

Luv Tipsy 
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Ocean Mackerel and Sharks’ Fin Celebration Cake 
 

Ingredients 

 

• 4 eggs from me own 

chooks 

• 2 x 425 gram tins of 

mackerel, drained a bit, 

keep the juice for the 

cake mixture 

• 3 cups SR flour 

• 1 cup rolled oats 

• Fer the icing, yer need 

some plain yoghurt and 

a bit of blue food 

colouring.  (This is where 

the “ocean” comes into 

me cake, get it?) 

• To decorate, yer need a 

few sharks’ fins, if yer 

don’t have sharks fins, 

liver treats broken into 

spikey shapes will do.  Eat 

the leftover bits of liver that don’t look like sharks fins (fer some reason, a LOT of our pieces 

didn’t have the right shape to be shark fins!) 

 

Method 

 

• Put all the ingredients into a bowl, 

 mix around a lot till the mixture 

 feels good to bake. Add a bit of 

 mackerel juice if it needs to be a 

 bit sloppier.  Drink any leftover 

 juice while the cake is baking. 

• Line a 20 x 30 cm baking dish with 

 baking paper.  Plop the mixture 

 into the tin and squish out a bit 

 with yer paws.  Lick yer paws. 

• Bake the cake in a moderate 

 oven till golden brown. 

• Let cool.  Get yer human to help 

 yer cut out the number.  I used a 

 number eight caus that was my 

 birthday number, but yer can use 

 any number yer like! 

• Fer the ocean, mix some blue 

 food colour into the yoghurt.  If 

 you are careful and don’t mix it 

 too much, you can make swirly 

 patterns which look just like the 

 ocean.  How pawsome is that?   

• Carefully swirl the ocean icing 

 onto the cake and then plop the 

 sharks’ fins on top.  Share with all 

 yer furiends! 

 
Photos: Tipsy’s Mum 

Tipsy’s Test Kitchen… continued 

Me and me sister with our furiends all admiring the cake 

The whole class enjoying the celebratory moment! 
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     Loved and Lost 

Beautiful ‘Bindi’ 

20 August 2005 - 1 February 2017 

By Janne Blunden  

 

My beautiful special red Australian Cattle Dog, 

Bindi, was put-to-sleep after struggling with 

Congestive Heart Failure for the last fifteen 

months of her life. 

 

Her passing, as with all of my cattle dogs, has 

left a heartbreaking gap in my life. 

 

Bindi was special as she was a rescue girl.  Her 

Mum was ‘dumped’ whilst still pregnant.  Only 

three pups in the litter and I was the lucky one 

to get her. 

 

She was well looked after by Australian Cattle 

Dog Rescue before coming into my life so I at 

least had a bit of history. 

 

Bindi taught me a lot about the difference 

between rescued dogs and the charmed life of 

the pedigreed dogs I’ve been lucky enough to 

own.  

 

She was an amazing watch dog although it 

was a case of alerting you to the possible 

danger not necessarily following through as she 

was a very gentle, shy dog.   She left the hard 

yards to Drover, my blue Australian Cattle Dog. 

 

What she did take seriously was her role as ‘top 

dog’ to Drover.  Having been the underdog to 

Abby (my previous gorgeous girl) for six years, 

this new role went to her head.  Mind you as 

Drover is the first male dog I have ever owned 

her help was greatly appreciated. 

 

Bindi had one special ‘hate’ in her life and that 

was Jozie Thompson (Joyce Thompson’s lovely 

red Australian Cattle Dog who has since 

passed on to the Rainbow Bridge). There had 

never been any reason for this total contempt 

of each other, initially when Bindi was a puppy 

Jozie was OK about it.   As Bindi grew older and 

developed her personality it was a different 

story.   They could not stand being on the 

Club’s grounds together.  Talk about testing the 

‘critical’ distance theory. 

 

My little Red Girl has gone to the Rainbow 

Bridge to join Matilda and Abby and will 

forever be in my heart.  

 

Go round them up my Special Girl. 
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*Recognised Hydrotherapy provider by Petplan* 
 
   Canine hydrotherapy involves the use of swimming and underwater treadmills to help dogs  
   recover following surgery or injury, and for pets with more long term mobility problems.  
 
   Conditions we can treat with hydrotherapy at our facility include: 

• Arthritis 

• Hip and elbow dysplasia 

• Cruciate ligament rupture 

• Patella luxation 

• Degenerative myelopathy (formerly known as CDRM) 

• Spinal injuries including recovery from fractures and IV disc rupture  
(commonly known as a slipped disc) 

• Spondylosis - spinal arthritis 

• Mobility problems related to age 

• Obesity control 

 
   The benefits of hydrotherapy are: 

• Decreased pain perception 

• Decreased pain and inflammation 

• Feeling of wellbeing due to release of endorphins 

• Relaxation of muscle tension and/or muscle spasm 

• Reduction of oedema (swelling) 

• Increased range of movement 

• Non weight bearing - it is easier and more comfortable to move in water so  
animals often gain confidence 

• Support for weakened or spinal injury dogs 

• Increased muscle strength 

• Improved muscle patterning and recruitment helping to improve gait patterns 
(reduction in lameness) 

• Improved cardiovascular fitness 

• Potentially earlier return to normal activities 

• Improved quality of life 
 

Contact us to see how our qualified Hydrotherapist can work with your Vet 
to give your dog a healthier life! 

 
WWW.DOGSWIMCANBERRA.COM.AU 

https://www.facebook.com/dogswimcanberra/ 

 

http://WWW.DOGSWIMCANBERRA.COM.AU
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     Loved and Lost 

‘Hayley’ 

6 May 2006 - 12 April 2017 

By Katrina Morton and Jorja and Jessica 

Charman  

 

On Monday 12th April 2017 it was with so much 

sadness that we said goodbye to our delightful 

white Golden Retriever ‘Hayley’ also known 

affectionately as ‘Woofer’ and ‘Plodder’.  My 

husband Michael, granddaughters Jessica (13 

years) and Jorja (8 years) came with me to the 

vet to say goodbye to Hayley, where she had 

been for several days due to her ill-health.  The 

girls have known Hayley all their lives and had 

developed a special bond with her. 

 

Hayley came into our lives as a wonderful 

puppy who became the playmate of my 

beautiful Assistance Dog Polly. Polly crossed the 

Rainbow Bridge in November 2013. 

 

After we lost Polly, Hayley suddenly stepped up 

to help me around the house although she had 

not been formally trained to do so. Apparently 

she had been watching what Polly did to help 

me over the years.  God bless her for her 

attention to detail!  

 

Her nicknames ‘Woofer’ and ‘Plodder’ were as 

a result of the way she barked and bounced at 

the same time and started walking around and 

‘taking her time’ to get from Point A to Point B 

—things could prove to be very interesting 

when we took her out for a walk. 

 

Hayley attended training classes at the Club 

and passed the Advanced level and then 

became part of the Club’s Dog-as-Therapy 

team for several years until she was retired due 

to her arthritis.   

 

Hayley was fortunate to be a surrogate mother 

to another Golden Retriever called Robbie (4 

years old), a Labrador Retriever called Peppa 

(2 years old) and more recently another 

Golden Retriever puppy called Molly who we 

collected from Bathurst when she was eight 

weeks old—not long before Hayley left us.   

 

Over the last couple of years while Jessica has 

been bringing Robbie to the Club for training 

classes—and more recently Rally Obedience— 

Jorja informally taught Hayley some training 

exercises that Hayley would not do for me 

(even though I am an instructor).  Ouch!  Jorja 

misses Hayley so much and to help her with her 

grieving we have let her start to work with 

Peppa and they have formed a special bond.  

I do hope that when Jorja is 11 years old she will 

seriously think of bringing Peppa to classes.   

 

Jorja has her own message about Hayley: 

“Hayley was my dog and I miss her very much.  

I love her very much and I wish she was still 

here”. 

 

www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogclub 

https://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
https://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
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TOP OF THE LAKE HOLIDAY UNITS 
Pet-friendly self-contained 1 & 2 bedroom units 

 
If you let them in at home - so do we ! 

 
Five minutes drive to Pambula and Merimbula 

and their magnificent beaches 
 

Lake views and three acres to run and play 
and private enclosed courtyards 

 

Top of the Lake Holiday Units 
3013 Princes Highway, Millingandi 

Merimbula NSW 2549 
 

02 64956288 
 

www.topofthelake.com.au 
book@topofthelake.com.au  

http://www.topofthelake.com.au
mailto:book@topofthelake.com.au
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Competition results 

 

The Belconnen Dog Obedience 

Club held a Dances With Dogs 

competition on Saturday 29 April. It 

was a perfect mild autumn 

afternoon with a small but 

enthusiastic number of entrants. 

Judging Freestyle were Niccola 

Hardaker, Cheryl Neal and Linda 

Harper. Judging Heelwork to Music 

were Linda Harper, Jane 

Richardson and Angela Hagedorn. 

All competitors had put a lot of 

work into their routines and the 

performances highlighted the 

wonderful teamwork and 

understanding between handler 

and dogs.  

 

Freestyle Starters 

• 1st Place, 153 points: Rebekah Pattison 

with Jack Russell Terrier Frank performing 

to Uptown Funk by Bruno Mars.  

• 2nd Place, 146.5 points: Melinda Ford and 

Lagotto Romagnolo Incavale Obsession  

RA (aka Obi) performing to Rawhide by 

Frankie Laine 

• 3rd Place, 145 points: Melinda Ford with 

Lagotto Romagnolo Incavale Galliano 

Dandy Man RN (aka Yoda) performing to 

Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy by The 

Andrews Sisters 

Freestyle Novice 

• 1st Place, 147.5 points: Jody Asquith with 

Jack Russell Terrier, Wildenfox Mr Earl Flynn 

RN JD NE FS.S (aka Flynn) performing to 

Make ‘em Laugh by Donald O’Connor 

Heelwork to Music Starters 

• 1st Place, 147.5 points: Renee Hajek with 

Shetland Sheepdog Ashmont Mister 

Moon Light CCD RN FS.S (aka Laddie) 

performing to Dixie by Harmonium 

• 2nd Place, 138 points: Melinda Ford with 

Lagotto Romagnolo Incavale Obsession  

RA (aka Obi) performing to Cantina Band 

by John Williams 

Heelwork to Music Novice 

• 1st Place, 168.5: Cheryl Neal with Belgian 

Shepherd Dog (Malinois), Ch Rowenglen 

Gurlesque CCD, RAE, FS(S), HTM(S), ET 

(aka Mya) performing to Kung fu Fighting 

by Bus Stop featuring Carl Douglas 

• 2nd Place, 151.5 points: Niccola Hardaker 

and Welsh Corgi (Cardigan),  

 

 

 

Ch Llandwyn Crescent Moon (AI) CD JD GD 

RAE RM HTMS FSN (aka Zimri) performing to 

Dragon Racing (How to Train your Dragon) by 

Dreamworks Orchestra. 

 

Upcoming events 

 

DWD competitions will be held as part of the 

Advance International Dog Show & Trial 

Extravaganza being held at Exhibition Park In 

Canberra on Friday evening 7 July and 

Saturday evening 8 July (see http://

dogsact.org.au/news-and-notices/2017-

advance-international-dog-show-trial-

extravaganza/. Spectators are welcome. 

 

Rules review 

 

The official ANKC Rules for the sport of Dances 

with Dogs are currently being reviewed. As with 

all sports, this happens every three years. The 

ACT Judges reviewed the rules in January and 

we have now finalised our proposed changes 

and submitted these via Dogs ACT.  Generally, 

we are happy with the rules for the sport and 

our proposed changes focus on providing 

clarity.   

 

Classes 

 

The Club’s DWD classes are held indoors at the 

Main Pavilion at the Queanbeyan 

Showgrounds from 7.00pm on Wednesday 

evenings during terms. Members are always 

welcome to come along and have a look. 

                                     Dances With Dogs 

Above: Renee Hajek and Laddie 

(Photo courtesy of Angela Hagedorn) 

http://dogsact.org.au/news-and-notices/2017-advance-international-dog-show-trial-extravaganza/
http://dogsact.org.au/news-and-notices/2017-advance-international-dog-show-trial-extravaganza/
http://dogsact.org.au/news-and-notices/2017-advance-international-dog-show-trial-extravaganza/
http://dogsact.org.au/news-and-notices/2017-advance-international-dog-show-trial-extravaganza/
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JPs in the ACT serve the community primarily by: 

• administering oaths or affidavits and taking statutory 
declarations and affirmations 

• witnessing signatures, and 

• attesting and certifying documents. 
  
The Club’s Shop Manager, Katrina Morton, is an ACT 
Justice of the Peace. 
  
Katrina is available on Wednesday mornings during 
training classes to help members with any JP matters. 

NEED A JP? 

Community Companion Dog – Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

• 1st Mrs C Forsyth’s German Shorthaired Pointer Ch Tarlorise Ziggy Dancer 92/100 

• 2nd Rhonda Daley’s German Shepherd Dog (Long Stock Coat) Hillmagic Golden Snitch 

(aka Gryffin)  88/100 

Companion Dog – Judge: Mr Ron Probert (NSW) 

• 1st V Grzeszkegicz’s German Shepherd Dog Uhlmsdorf Black Label CCD (aka Jaxon) 196/200 

Companion Dog Excellent – Judge: Mr Ron Probert (NSW) 

• 1st L M Frawley’s Golden Retriever Morningmyst Lord of the Isles CDX RAE NRA (aka Tully) 

192/200 

• 2nd Mr R and Ms A White’s Border Collie Kerodan Badjas Drift CD RAE AD JD SD GD (aka 

Badja)  192/200  TITLE GAINED 

Utility Dog – Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

• 1st John Gryniewicz’s German Shepherd Dog (Long Stock Coat) Hillmagic Purple Heart CDX 

(aka Woof) 180/200 TITLE GAINED 

Utility Dog Excellent – Judge: Mr Graeme Field (NSW) 

• No qualifiers 

Results from the Obedience Trial (AM) 17 June 2017 

Results from the Obedience Trial (PM) 17 June 2017 

Community Companion Dog – Judge: Mr Ron Probert (NSW) 

• 1st Mrs C Forsyth's German Shorthaired Pointer Ch Tarlorise Ziggy Dancer 95/100 

• 2nd Sue Turner’s Hungarian Vizsla Ciganyoz Enya (aka Enya) 86/100 

Companion Dog - – Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

• 1st Mr GD and Mrs S Field’s Australian Shepherd Eliteview Without Limits RN (aka River) 

196/200 TITLE GAINED 

• 2nd V Grzeszkegicz’s German Shepherd Dog Uhlmsdorf Black Label CCD (aka Jaxon) 

191/200 TITLE GAINED 

• 3rd Mrs A Lewis’ English Setter Ch Neut Ch Aldersett Talk Of The Town (aka Goose) 190/200 

• 4th Vikki Evans’ Australian Kelpie Ameroo Quiz CCD RE JD (aka Quiz) 185/200 TITLE GAINED 

Companion Dog Excellent – Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

• 1st L M Frawley’s Golden Retriever Morningmyst Lord of the Isles CDX RAE NRA (aka Tully) 

187/200 

Utility Dog – Judge: Mr Ron Probert (NSW) 

• 1st Mrs LJ Aston’s Working Border Collie T.Ch. Bruarong Hamish UD HXAs (aka Hamish) 

191/200 

• 2nd Karen Hobson’s Border Collie Lifesong All About Jazz CDX RA (aka Jazz) 178/200 

Utility Dog Excellent – Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

• No qualifiers 

   Obedience Trialling 
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Do you have a photo you’d like to  

share with other members through  

The Good Companion? 
 

 Send to: contact@actcdc.org.au 

SMILE — YOU’RE ON CCTV 
  

The Club’s buildings and grounds are under  

constant video camera surveillance  

to provide better security and safety for members. 

Above (L-R): Mitch, Sophie, Maverick and Pepsey (with human helper Heather McPherson) 

promoting the club at Best Friends, Fyshwick in April. Many thanks to Kath Hallam, Roger Barson, 

Peter Hendriks, Linda Harper, Barb Gough, and Mike and Liz Lynch for their PR efforts too.  
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     Agility Action 

By Linda Spinaze — Convenor 

Class changes 

 

We have decided that we will return to four 

levels of pre-novice training classes. The reason 

for this is that we have had difficulty managing 

the class sizes, especially at the Intermediate 

level. If we revert to four levels we can more 

easily place dog/handler teams at the 

appropriate training level.  

 

Class times will stay the same for Session 3, but 

once we have a new Level One intake, and an 

extra class, in Session 4 we will need to have at 

least one night with three classes. This will mean 

that we hold an early class and a later class.  

 

Those of you who have been in agility for a 

while will remember that we used to have a 

6.45pm-8.15pm class, followed by a 8.15pm-

9.45pm class. We now think that this makes for 

a very late night, so we plan to start the early 

class at 6.00pm or 6.15pm, with the second 

class finishing at 9.00pm or 9.15pm. Feedback is 

welcome on these proposed changes. 

 

More new equipment 

 

We have purchased more winged jumps and 

new tunnel bags which have been really good 

at holding the tunnels securely. We're also 

looking at purchasing new spread jumps. 

 

Monitoring reactive behaviour in classes 

 

Dogs will remain  on probation for the first four 

weeks of Level One classes to assess whether 

they can cope with the stress and stimulation of 

training. New members will be provided with 

more information about these arrangements  

when they start training. 

 

New instructors 

 

Jess McNamara-Rice has now fulfilled the 

Club’s requirements to become an agility 

instructor. Congratulations Jess. 

 
Photos: Anne Robertson 

 

Obstacles from the dog’s viewpoint 
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Results from the Agility, Jumping and Games Trial, 10 June 2017 

Results for Club members only 

Open Jumping - Judge: Mr Michael Vigor (SA) SCT: 42 seconds1 

• 6th Flatout Joey ADM JDM ADO JDO GDX SDX SPDM (Australian Shepherd) Denise Iglesias 

25.06s  

• 9th Melly JD RN RA (Associate Register) Ms Maree Livermore 27.29s  

• 11th AgCh Kellie ADM32 JDM34 ADO32 JDO42 GDM SPDM SDM (Associate) Greg Collins 

28.73s  

Master Jumping - Judge: Mr Michael Vigor (SA) SCT: 500 - 45 seconds 600 – 47 seconds 

• 500 3rd Flatout Joey ADM JDM ADO JDO GDX SDX SPDM (Australian Shepherd) Denise 

Iglesias 31.51s  

• 500 7th AgCh Kellie ADM32 JDM34 ADO32 JDO42 GDM SPDM SDM (Associate) Greg Collins 

37.07s  

• 500 8th AgCh 500 Dazzle UD RE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDM SPDM (Australian Kelpie) 

Barbara Brown 38.32s  

• 600 2nd Wintoppi Mindy RN ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDX SPDM (Labrador Retriever) 

Zoe Larum 39.17s  

• 600 4th Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN ORA ADX ADO JDM JDO GDX SD SPD (Hungarian 

Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 39.80s  

Excellent Jumping - Judge: Mr Michael Vigor (SA) SCT: 500 -39 seconds 

• 500 1st Melly JD RN RA (Associate Register) Ms Maree Livermore 28.72s  

• 500 2nd Neut Ch Caerhays Glen Keetah CD RAE RM AD JD GD SPD (Golden Retriever) Mrs C 

M Perry 37.15s  

Novice Jumping - Judge: Mr Michael Vigor (SA) SCT: 600 – 34 seconds 

• 600 1st Moonshadow Golden Archer (Belgian Shepherd Dog (Tervueren)) Heather 

McGinness 22.96s  

Novice Agility - Judge: Ms Kendal Olsen (TAS) SCT: 500 – 66 seconds 

• 500 4th Ameroo Quiz CCD RE JD (Sporting Register) Vikki Evans 51.37s  

Master Agility -Judge: Ms Kendal Olsen (TAS) SCT: 500 – 67 seconds 

• 500 3rd AgCh 500 Dazzle UD RE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDM SPDM (Australian Kelpie) 

Barbara Brown 52.81s  

Open Agility - Judge: Ms Kendal Olsen (TAS) SCT: 70 seconds8 

• 3rd OGrCh TSGrCh ROCh TCh Kityees Sonic UDX RAE ADX JDX ADO JDO GDX SD SPD ET 

(Border Collie) Jake Blight 41.00s  

Novice Agility - Judge: Mr Michael Vigor (SA) SCT: 500 – 55 seconds 

• 500 3rd Melly JD RN RA (Associate Register) Ms Maree Livermore 32.15s  

• 500 6th Dash JD (Associate) Dr Deborah Apthorp 36.66s  

• 500 8th Caerhays Glen Kirsty CCD RA JD SD GD JDO (Golden Retriever) G & Dr P Woodman 

48.74s  

Excellent Agility - Judge: Mr Michael Vigor (SA) SCT: 300 – 64 seconds 

• 300 2nd Pixie AD JD SPD GDX (Associate) Denise Stirzaker 49.95s  

Master Agility - Judge: Mr Michael Vigor (SA) SCT: 300 – 67 seconds 500 – 59 seconds   

• 300 3rd Sam ADX ADO JDX GDX SDX SPDX RAE (Associate) Ms Pamela Hunt 64.78s  

• 500 2nd OGrCh TSGrCh ROCh TCh Kityees Sonic UDX RAE ADX JDX ADO JDO GDX SD SPD ET 

(Border Collie) Jake Blight 42.99s  

• 500 7th Flatout Joey ADM JDM ADO JDO GDX SDX SPDM (Australian Shepherd) Denise 

Iglesias 53.21s  

Novice Gamblers - Judge: Ms Kendal Olsen (TAS) SCT: 65 seconds12 

• 4th Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CCD RN (Brittany) Judith Barlow 58.05s 51 

• 5th Dash JD (Associate) Dr Deborah Apthorp 57.24s 49 

Results for Club members only 

Excellent Strategic Pairs - Judge: Mr Michael Vigor (SA) SCT: 75 seconds 

• 1st OGrCh TSGrCh ROCh TCh Kityees Sonic UDX RAE ADX JDX ADO JDO GDX SD SPD ET 

Results from the Agility, Jumping and Games Trial, 11 June 2017 
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Agility trial results (11 June 2017) … continued

(Border Collie) Jake Blight 43.92s  

• 1st Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN ORA ADX ADO JDM JDO GDX SD SPD (Hungarian Vizsla) 

Lara Sedgmen 43.92s  

• 2nd Oliver Brown JD GD AD SPD (Sporting Register) Barbara Brown 56.14s  

• 2nd Uwish U Were My Material Girl JDX ADX JDO GDX SD SPD RN (Brittany) Ms Fiona Fraser 56.14s 

Novice Strategic Pairs - Judge: Mr Michael Vigor (SA) SCT: 90 seconds20 

• 1st Illoura Jet ADM2 JDM GD (Border Collie) Greg Collins 53.57s  

• 1st Adderslot Black Ziva (ai) JDX SD GD (Labrador Retriever) Mrs Sandra Jensen 53.57s  

• 6th Kerodan Triplechoc Surprise AD JDX GD (Border Collie) Amanda Delaney 72.10s  

• 6th Kerodan Wicca Spirit ADX JDX GD JDO (Border Collie) Mr R & Mrs A White 72.10s  

• 8th Morningmyst Lord Of The Isle CDX RAE NRA (Golden Retriever) Laraine Frawley 80.38s  

• 8th Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CCD RN (Brittany) Judith Barlow 80.38s  

• 9th Rosealia Black Lace (Labrador Retriever) Jenny Stirzaker 87.66s  

• 9th Hector AD JD GD (Associate Register) Mrs Therese Smith 87.66s  

• 10th Lyndream Storm Boy JD (Shetland Sheepdog) Stephanie Windsor 88.55s  

• 10th Happylea Upper Class RN (Chinese Crested Dog) Miss C Kong 88.55s  

Master Jumping - Judge: Ms Kendal Olsen (TAS) SCT: 500 – 55 seconds 

• 500 6th AgCh 500 Dazzle UD RE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDM SPDM (Australian Kelpie) Barbara 

Brown 52.27s  

Novice Agility - Judge: Ms Kendal Olsen (TAS) SCT: 500 – 62 seconds 

• 500 2nd Dash JD (Associate) Dr Deborah Apthorp 40.07s  

• 500 4th Ameroo Quiz CCD RE JD (Sporting Register) Vikki Evans 57.52s  

Excellent Agility - Judge: Ms Kendal Olsen (TAS) SCT: 300 -70 seconds 500 – 65 seconds 

• 300 1st Pixie AD JD SPD GDX (Associate) Denise Stirzaker 58.83s  

• 500 1st Lifesong Right On Target JD AD (Border Collie) Miss Carmen Rocher 43.71s  

Excellent Jumping - Judge: Mr Michael Vigor (SA) SCT: 300 – 44 seconds 500 – 39 seconds 

• 300 1st  Pixie AD JD SPD GDX (Associate) Denise Stirzaker 32.39s  

• 500 1st Dash JD (Associate) Dr Deborah Apthorp 35.34s  

Novice Jumping - Judge: Mr Michael Vigor (SA) SCT: 300 – 41 seconds 600 – 38 seconds 

• 300 1st Happylea Upper Class RN (Chinese Crested Dog) Miss C Kong 26.23s  

• 600 2nd Moonshadow Golden Archer (Belgian Shepherd Dog (Tervueren)) Heather McGinness 

27.36s  

Brachycephalic breeds of dogs, such as pugs and 

bulldogs, have been artificially selected for short 

muzzles. This can result in brachycephalic obstructive 

airway syndrome (BOAS), with associated respiratory 

distress, loss of respiratory function, gastrointestinal 

disorders, and intolerance of exercise. Current 

methods of diagnosing BOAS involve subjective and 

invasive assessments (such as during anaesthesia), 

however a new, non-invasive method of assessing 

respiratory function in dogs has been developed. 

Whole-Body Barometric Plethysmography (WBBP) 

involves placing a dog in a sealed barometric 

chamber and recording the changes in pressure 

caused by the dogs breathing. Variables that can be 

measured include respiration rate, respiration volume, 

and respiration duration. This allows respiratory 

function to be recorded and analysed in an objective 

manner, leading to an accurate diagnosis. 

 

The respiratory function of 100 French Bulldogs, 100 

Pugs, 66 Bulldogs and 28 non-brachycephalic control 

dogs were examined using two methods: the 

standard assessment procedures of scoring respiratory 

effort before and after exercise on a grade of 0–3; 

and the new assessment that involved placing the 

dogs in a barometric chamber for WBBP and 

calculating an index score of 1–100. In addition, data 

was collected on body weight, body condition score 

and nostril width for each dog. Using the standard 

assessment procedure, 60% of Pugs, 46% of French 

Bulldogs and 40% of Bulldogs were diagnosed with 

moderate to severe BOAS (Grade 2/3). Obesity and 

stenotic nares (narrow nostrils) were highly associated 

with BOAS. The WBBP was able to discriminate 

between Grade 0/1 dogs and Grade 2/3 with 

excellent accuracy, and the authors conclude that 

WBBP can be used to accurately diagnose BOAS. It 

should be noted that 40–50% of the dogs assessed in 

this study were found to be moderately to severely 

affected by BOAS, but had not received treatment. 

This is a welfare concern considering the increasing 

popularity of brachycephalic dog breeds as pets in 

the UK. 

 

Liu NC, Adams VJ, Kalmar L et al (2016) ‘Whole-body 

barometric plethysmography characterizes upper 

airway obstruction in 3 brachycephalic breeds of 

dogs’ Journal of Veterinary Internal Medicine 30:853-

865. 

 

Abstract from RSPCA Australia Science Update Issue 

56 April 2017  

Assessing upper airway obstruction in three brachycephalic breeds of dogs 



               Term One Results 

Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so that 

we can acknowledge your success in the next issue. Results  are based on available documentation. 

FOUNDATION 

Kerri Cargill & Maisey Mary Montgomery & Bella Malcolm Allen & Ivy 

Kumari Flynn & Finn Jane Rylands & Teddy Philippe Daumont& Izzy 

Vicki Lathbury & Charlie Phillip Noble & Maggie Jennifer Rahilly & Spot 

William Leslie & George Buddha Donald Lee & Brave Samuel Cross & Atlas 

Jill Matthews & Jago Francis Shanahan& Biff Sam Croser & Millie 

Danielle De Joux & Benson Sharon Pitt& Maggie Jacqueline Gee & Rocket 

Sam Seville & Codie George Wason& Ella Janae Branley & Bohdi 

Mert Toplu & Shadow Anna McGown & Mocha Matt Barwick& Xanthe 

Tracy Rail & Fynn Anneke Schoots & Dash Dina Grey & Luna 

Morvern Dyer & Pandora Nick Karanges & Thor Steve Campbell & Bailey 

Fairlie Williams & Freddy Hannah Ridler& Moose John Darby & Ted 

Ransome Mclean & Axel Nadav (Harry) Harel& Chloe Simone Hobday & Smokey 

Sarah Roberts & Percy Katie Kruger& Hodor Jack Ericson & Duke 

Michael Forman & Vincent Martin Barnier & Tigger Gemma Pearce & Daisy 

Andy Pass & Max Emily Curran & Lexie Amanda Biffin & Mystique 

Natalie O'Donnell & Rocky Mathew Halpin & Lucy Sarah Kennett & Finn 

Jeff Morgan & Lincoln Gina Munnings & Scrappy Michael Fennec & Ohana 

Angharad Lodwick & Pepper Danielle Couch & Finn Caroline Spencer & Jack 

Douglas Eremas & Carmen Jacqui Yates & Gracie Dragan Radicoski & Toby 

Wayne Lodge & Mia Anita Gardner & Amber Andrew Steel & Scout 

Jenea Mitchell & Rosie Gael Hardgrave & Arnie Wendy Stewart & Darcy 

Nahoom Oh & Pama Kathy Gibson & Misty Lucy Mann& Jedda 

Carol Bennett& Zac Chris Doherty& Daisy Alice Taylor & Bertie 

Kara Chapple& Olive    

BEGINNERS B   

Melinda Keane & Ollie David Blencowe & Chenzo Martin Corujo & Ario 

Cheyne Fischer & Millie Susana Wynn &Obie Jenny Brooks & Jaffa 

Song Chen & Hugo Rod Harvey & Lucca Chris Lathbury & Louis 

Liz Thomas & BB Michelle Tully & Aspen Sally Watt & Murphy 

Maureen (?) & Fergus Suen Adler & Milo Gillian Heard & Grayson 

Luisia Dwyer & Kobe Erin Trehy & Darcy Hien Tran & Arthur 

Andre Moore & Fergus Danielle Morris & Myrtle John Coetzer & Einstein 

Marianne Coetzer & Rhino Luka Ruwette & Hugo  

INTERMEDIATE   

Instructor: Mike Slee 

1st: Julia Ballat & Abbi 2nd: Tracey Dickson & Piper 3rd: - 
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Term One results … continued
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INTERMEDIATE (continued)   

Instructor: Barb Grundy 

1st: Margaret Prescott & Coco 
2nd: Jessica-Ann Murray & Kylo 

= 3rd: Emily Stirzaker & Kaylee/ 

Sarah Boddington & Tashi 

Instructor: Maree Livermore 

1st: Joanne Halliday & Ella 
2nd: Helen Pelase & Gy (?) 3rd: Colin Rossely & Phantom 

Instructor: Susan Barnard 

1st: Steven Dempsey & Tara 
= 2nd: Susan Cooper & Daphne / 

Mike Dukic & Louie 

= 3rd: Julia Cooper & Joey / 

George & Caitlin Nattey & 

Goose 

Instructor: Barbara Gough 

1st: Anthony (?) & Howard 

= 2nd: Ian (?) & Zoe / Elizabeth (?) & 

Finn 
3rd: Jenny (?) & Baxter 

Instructor: Rowan McKeever 

1st: Malena Bruessel & Lukas 
2nd: Lisa Kay & Panda 

= 3rd: Cathy Hcekzema & 

Opie / Jo McKenzie & Gatsby 

Instructor: Mike Lynch 

1st: Jake Doyle & Buddy 
2nd: Liam Mohr & Pluto 3rd: Peter Karmel & Gatsby 

Other passes: Janette Kyle & Megatron Kellie Huey & Prince 

Rebecca Parsons & Sadie Anthony Corver & Boof  

ADVANCED   

Instructor: Patricia Woodman 

1st: Mara Herba & Kora 2nd: Dave Tindall & Remy 3rd: Dianne Gallasch & Tank 

Instructor: Rowan McKeever 

1st: Claire Erwin & Buffy 2nd: Kyra Wilhelm & Fleur 3rd: Susan Barnard & Ciara 

Instructor: Kath Hallam 

1st: Suanne Hackett & Coco 2nd: - 3rd: - 

Other passes: Gillian Worrall & Poppy Tom Penders & Ruby 

Robert Greig & Monty Shelby Trevillian & Smokey Dianne Gallasch & Maya 

Amanda Biffin & Loki Jenna Beasley & Willow Susannah Frith & Scout 

TRANSITION   

Instructor: Jane Vickers 

1st: Sally Woodridge & Percy 2nd: Vanessa March & Pippa 3rd: - 

Instructor: Geoff Woodman 

1st: Simone Hey & Floki 
2nd: Craig Pennifold & Archie 3rd: - 

PRIMARY COMPANION Instructor: Heather McPherson 

1st: Sandra Fisk & Ruby Rose 2nd: Kathleen Plowman & Nellie 3rd: Helen Migus & Ashlin 

SECONDARY COMPANION Instructor: Joyce Thompson 

No medallions awarded 

 

   

 

Term One photos by Linda Spinaze and Anne Robertson 

 

Copies of all photos can be ordered from the Club Office 

 



Term One results  — selected photos

 

Beginners B 

 

(Top left)  

Luke Ruwetter  

& Hugo 

 

(Top centre)  

Danielle Morris  

& Myrtle 

 

Intermediate 

 

(Top right) 

Margaret Prescott  

& Coco 

 

(Middle left) 

Joanne Halliday  

& Ella 

 

Advanced 

 

(Middle right) 

Mara Herba  

& Kora 

 

(Bottom left) 

Claire Erwin  

& Buffy  

 

Transition 

 

(Bottom right) 

Lynn Harden  

& Sami  
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Term One results  — selected photos

Above left: Helen Migus & Ashlin (Secondary Companion) 

Above right: Jane Richardson’s graduates (Beginners B) 
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Adoption and relinquishment interventions at the animal shelter 
 

There are approximately 78 million pet dogs in the United States, and nearly 4 million of these dogs 

enter animal shelters every year. Dogs may enter animal shelters due to owner relinquishment, 

being stray, being returned after adoption, or due to confiscation for animal cruelty. Over 30% of 

the dogs entering a shelter are euthanased, and shelter euthanasia is the leading cause of canine 

death in the US. This paper reviews the efficacy of current interventions used by animal shelters to 

increase adoption rates and reduce relinquishments. 

 

The physical appearance of a dog is the largest factor determining whether a potential adopter 

will ask to remove the dog from their kennel for further interaction. In general, dogs that are lighter 

in colour, longer haired, younger and smaller were more likely to be adopted. The behaviour of 

the dogs during the out-of-kennel inspection was also an important determinant of adoption 

rates. Dogs that lay down next to the adopter and were playful had higher rates of adoption. 

Encouraging the dogs to perform these behaviours during interactions with adopters led to a 2.5 

fold increase in adoption rates. Obedience training has also been shown to improve adoption 

rates, and positive interactions with people improve the welfare of shelter dogs. 

 

Approximately 7–15% of adopted dogs are returned to the shelter, with many of these being 

returned during the first month. Reasons for both relinquishment and return are similar, and have 

been related to behavioural problems, lack of housing that accommodates dogs, and age, with 

dogs under two years of age much more likely to be relinquished. There are no interventions that 

systematically reduce the number of dogs entering shelters, however it appears that taking the 

time to match dogs with owners, such as through trial adoptions, combined with behavioural 

assessments and educating owners about how to deal with common behavioural problems, may 

reduce the number of dogs returned to shelters. 

 

Protopopova A, Gunter LM (2017) 

Adoption and relinquishment 

interventions at the animal shelter: A 

review’ Animal Welfare 26:35-48. 

 

Abstract from RSPCA Australia Science 

Update Issue 56 April 2017  
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 Flyball Feats 

By Rhonda Cameron — Flyball Liaison 

Training—what and when 

 

Flyball training is run over three evenings: 

• Tuesday for advanced handlers 

• Wednesday for beginners and 

intermediate 

• Sunday for peer support and skills training 

Training times are: 

• Advanced –Tuesday, 6.45pm to 8.45pm  

• Beginners – Wednesday, 6.30pm to 

7.30pm 

• Intermediate - Wednesday 7.30pm to 

8.30pm 

• Peer Support Training – Sunday 3.00pm to 

5.00pm (on demand) 

 

Flyball training is overseen by Justin Allen 

(training manager) and Rachael Eggins. Amelia 

Allen assists at all training sessions to ensure that 

everything runs smoothly. 

 

Competition round up 

 

The CDC X-Factor team have been busy 

competing in local and interstate competitions 

since our last magazine report. Two handlers— 

Justin Allen with Garth and Pauline Dikmans 

with Ky—have now both earned their first title 

points in Flyball. Congratulations to both and 

we wish them and their dogs long careers with 

Flyball. 

 

The National Flyball Championship was held this 

year in Frankston, Victoria over three days.  Our 

handlers competed in three categories; Club, 

Open and in Pairs Division. CDC X-Factor 

handlers combined with Wollongong Woof 

Blasters to successfully compete and become 

the Division 10 National Champions (below). 

Cathy Vaughan with Logan was also successful 

over the weekend and is the 2017 National 

Open Division champion. Justin and Garth 

competed in the Pairs Division and Justin was 

ecstatic with Garth’s performance as they ran 

clear throughout the competition. 

CDC X-Factor hosted the Million Paws Walk 

Race Meet, which was held on the 21st May.  

The Flyball community came together with a 

last minute venue change due to bad weather 

from outdoors to indoors at the Mallee Pavilion 

at EPIC. A special thank you to Justin and 

Amelia, Kylie White and the Belconnen Bullets in 

securing the new racing venue and assisting in 

setting up the Pavilion late on Saturday night to 

ensure everything was ready for racing early 

Sunday morning. 

 

In the final competition included in this 

magazine report, Cathy Vaughan with Logan  

Winners are grinners! 

 

(L-R) Rhonda & Boston, 

Catherine & Romeo, Bea 

our box loader, Teresa & 

Freckles, Damon & Rachel 

with Obie, Kobe our ball 

shagger, and Louie and 

Kate with Ruby & Luka. 

Above: Justin providing Garth with last minute 

 instructions before pairs racing begins 
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Flyball feats  … continued

competed at the Hawksbury Show in Sydney 

and also the ACT Flyball Winter Classic which 

was held indoors at the Tuggeranong Archery 

Centre over two days on the 10th and 11th of 

June. Rhonda and Boston also attended this 

meet. 

 

CDC X-Factor will be lining up soon to compete 

at the Advance International Dog Show & Trial 

Extravaganza at EPIC on 8th July 2017 and 

Chills in the Hills at Norwest, Castle Hill, Sydney 

on 29th July 2017. 

 

We will also be running a home ground 

competition at the Club for the first time in over 

five years on Saturday 9th September 2017.  All 

club members are invited to come along and 

experience Flyball at its best. We expect some 

of the best teams in Australia to compete at 

this event. 

 

Beginners training classes 

 

The Beginners class of March 2017 continues to 

learn at a rapid rate. This year’s group has 

proven to be an amazing and talented 

selection of handlers and dogs.  Each beginner 

now has a solid understanding of the Flyball 

environment with the core of foundation work 

made up of Flyball recalls, box turns and toy/

tug/food motivation. 

 

Our next beginner intake will take place in 

October 2017. At this stage we still have some 

places available, so if you would like to give 

Flyball a go please contact the Club Office for 

your name to be added to the waiting list. 

Above: Kate with Luka and Louie with Ruby and 

the Division Trophy. Finally smiling after their car 

broke down in Seymore outside of  

Melbourne and the only vehicle they could se-

cure was a smaller sedan. Ever seen four Huskies 

and camping equipment travelling in a small 

sedan? 

Above: Cathy Vaughan with Logan and the Open 

Division National Champion Trophy  

Left: Pauline and Ky competing at their first  

competition at MPW under the watchful eye of 

Rachael Eggins.  

 

(All photos courtesy of Rhonda Cameron) 
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Forage Mats - Specially for puppies - sprinkle 

some dry kibble in a mat and watch them use 

all their senses to find the food. Great physical 

and mental exercise just $25.00.  For the Flyball 

enthusiast - or just for fun - the PAWS Shoppe 

has a new-style 90cm Tug Toy for $15.00.  The 

Forage Mats and Tug Toys are locally made so 

please ask at the shop if you would like one 

made in your favourite colours. 

  

The shop’s stock list of training aids (including 

food rewards) is on page 38. 

  

We have a range of Black Dog training collars, 

halters, flyball harnesses and leads in stock. 

You are welcome to come along and have a 

look at any of the training equipment when the 

shop is open, and to have it custom-fitted for 

your dog. It is particularly important to ensure 

that any training harness is fitted by one of our 

instructors to ensure that the size and style is 

right for your dog. We recommend a 

Connector Strap which provides backup 

security for Training Halters and Car Harnesses.  

Connected from a D-Ring on the harness or 

halter back to the dog's collar it helps prevent 

Houdini dogs from attempting to escape from 

their safety equipment. 

  

A useful item available for those who have 

reactive dogs is the ‘Give Me Space’ yellow 

vest.  Vests are available in three sizes – small 

$17.50 and Medium and Large $21.00.  Please 

see your instructor or session manager for 

further information about the Yellow Dog 

project. 

  

We have in stock the new style Black Dog Treat 

Pouch that comes with its own belt, which has 

a wide opening with a magnetic close and an 

internal pocket. 

  

Food rewards are one of the most important 

aids you can use to train your dog.  It is 

essential to choose treats that your dog really 

likes.  The Club shop sells a variety of oven-dried 

treats including Beef Liver Treats in 150gram 

and 500 gram bags, Beef and Chicken Meat 

Balls in 250 gram bags, Sweet Potato Strips in 

120gram bags, Pigs Ears (individually and in 

News from the Paws Shoppe 

By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager 

OPENING TIMES 

Wednesdays10:00 - 12 noon 

Thursdays        6.30 -  9.15pm 

Sundays         9:15  - 12 noon 
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NEW - FORAGE MATS AND SPORTS TUG TOYS 

NOW IN STOCK 

Classic Kongs, Extreme Kongs,  

Senior Kongs and Puppy Kongs  

- All sizes -  
 

Make sure you always bring a stuffed Kong 

along to your Foundation, Consolidation  

and Graduation classes to help  

settle your dog. 
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News from the Paws Shoppe … continued

bags of 10) and Pigs Ear Strips in bags of 12 (suitable for smaller dogs and puppies as a chew 

treat).  If you forget to bring your treats to class the shop can provide frozen fresh meat and 

cheese which we will defrost in the microwave ready for use.  We also have a range of 1 kilo bags 

of Dog Biscuits, which are proving very popular. 

  

Use the treats to reward the behaviour that you want - and provide a variety to keep your dog 

guessing. And if you want to make your own treats have a look at Tipsy’s Famous Recipe Corner 

(page 19) and her back catalogue in previous issues of the magazine. 

  

Please remember that dogs should never be given some human foods such as chocolate, grapes 

and onions. Have a look at Dr Sandra Hassett’s article ‘So your dog ate …?!’ in the May 2016 issue 

of the magazine so that you keep your dog safe. 

  

Of course we have lots of refreshments for two-legged members as well - barista coffee, milk 

shakes, hot chocolate, homemade cake, toasted sandwiches, pies, pasties, sausage rolls and 

much more. We strive to keep our prices below retail prices and any proceeds go towards the 

maintenance of the Club. 

  

Come into the Clubhouse and see Katrina and Connor for friendly service! 

Left: The Club’s President 

Lesley Pothan  presents Kellie 

Huey with a gift voucher as 

the 10,000th 

member in the Club’s 

automated membership 

database (with Kellie’s 

German Shorthaired Pointer  

‘Prince’ looking on). 

 

The Club attracts 

approximately 500 new 

members each year, so this 

milestone has taken some 

time to roll around!  

 

With the Club approaching 

its 60th birthday in 2018, it is 

likely that we have helped 

train more than double this 

number of members over the 

years. 

 

(Photo: Anne Robertson) 



      Class Times 

BEHAVIOUR TRAINING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Foundation (Puppy) 10:00-11.00am 6.45-7.45pm 9:30-10.30am Assessed in class 

Foundation (Adult) 10:00-11.00am 6.45-7.45pm 9:30-10.30am Assessed in class 

Consolidation 10:00-11.00am 6.45-7.45pm 10:45-11.45am Assessed in class 

Graduation 10:00-11.00am 8.00-9.00pm 10:45-11.45am Assessed in class 

Advanced 10:00-11.00am 8.00-9.00pm 10:45-11.45am Assessed in class 

Transition 10:00-11.00am 8.00-9.00pm 10:45-11.45am Assessed in class 

Primary Companion 10:00-11.00am - 10:45-11.45am Assessed in class 

Secondary Companion 10:00-11.00am - 10:45-11.45am Assessed in class 

OBEDIENCE TRIALLING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Trialling standard 11:15am-12.15pm - - N/A 

Basic skills - 8.00-9.00pm - N/A 

Please confirm Obedience Trialling class times with the Club Office 

RALLY OBEDIENCE Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

All levels 10.00-11.00am 6.45-7.45pm - N/A 

Please confirm Rally-O class times with the Club Office 

AGILITY Monday Tuesday Wednesday Assessment 

Level One - - - Assessed in class 

Level Two - - 6.45-8.15pm Assessed in class 

Level Three 6.45-8.15pm - - Assessed in class 

Level Four - - 6.45-8.15pm  

Novice 6.45-8.15pm - - Trial performance 

Excellent/Masters - 6.45-8.15pm - Trial performance 

Agility classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5) 

FLYBALL Tuesday Wednesday Sunday  

Beginners - 6.30-7.30pm - Assessed in class 

Intermediate - 7.30-8.30pm - Assessed in class 

Advanced 6.45-8.45pm - - Assessed in class 

Individual and  

Competition  

Preparation 

- - 3.00-5.00pm N/A 

Flyball classes are held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks 

DANCES WITH DOGS Wednesday    

All levels 7.00-8.30pm   N/A 

DWD classes are held in the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground, not at CDC grounds 
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 Club Activities 

BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING 

The Club offers training classes for all breeds 

and ages of dogs to learn how to behave 

appropriately. These classes will help you 

understand how your dog learns and will teach 

you how to train your dog to be a good 

companion. The focus is on teaching practical 

life skills such as learning to relax, walking on 

lead without pulling; to come when called; to 

sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at 

doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and 

to socialize appropriately with dogs and 

people. 

The Club applies  scientific principles of positive 

reinforcement in its classes. That means that 

you show your dog what behaviour you want it 

to produce and you reward it for doing so. The 

dog soon learns that if it repeats the behaviour 

it will be rewarded and so the learning cycle 

begins. 

Dogs may attend classes from three months of 

age, provided they have been fully immunized.  

You will need to ring up to book your dog in 

(see Office contact details on page 12). You 

should do this several weeks in advance of your 

desired entry date to ensure that you will get a 

place. Dates for the next course can be found 

in the Calendar (see page 43). 

DOGS-AS-THERAPY 

Members and their dogs visit nursing homes to 

provide pet therapy for the residents. If you 

have a dog that is people and dog friendly 

and isn’t fazed by noise and movement this 

activity might be for you. 

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB 

Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials 

(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high 

degree of handler-dog team work and 

precision over a range of exercises at different 

levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork, 

retrieving, scent work, directions from a 

distance and stays. Currently dogs must have 

passed the Transition level of basic training at 

the Club to be admitted to the entry-level 

trialling class. 

Rally Obedience –  Rally-O is an obedience 

competition that requires the handler and dog 

team to negotiate a course in the heel position 

and to perform various manoeuvres such as sits, 

downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers 

are able to praise their dog while it is working. 

Currently dogs must have passed the 

Advanced level of basic training to participate 

in Rally-O classes. 

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach 

your dog to negotiate different obstacles such 

as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog 

walks and weave poles.  Once you have 

gained some basic skills, the challenge is to 

learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one 

obstacle to another on a course, and the 

courses change each time so that you and 

your dog are constantly being challenged to 

improve your skills. 

Dogs must be: 

• at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; 

• physically sound and not overweight; and 

• under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities (however no minimum basic 

training level is required). 

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles, 

release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their 

handler over the hurdles.  It is a fast and furious 

team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy.  

Dogs must be: 

• at least 12 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; 

• physically sound and not overweight; and 

• under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities (however no minimum basic 

training level is required). 

Dances with Dogs – In this dog sport handlers 

take obedience skills to a new level by 

performing routines to music with their dogs. All 

you need to get involved is a love of music, the 

desire to have a great time with your dog and 

a commitment to rewards-based training. DWD 

is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of 

all breeds, sizes and ages.  

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports 

involves the dog following a scent trail left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted 

during the cooler months due to the risk of 

snakes. The Club provides an information 

session in autumn and organizes ‘peer-support’ 

training to help members get started. 

For more information on any of these activities 

refer to the relevant contacts on page 4 or 

leave your name at the Club Office. 

Costs may apply. 
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     Calendar of Events 2017 
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JULY Sat 1 ACT School holidays start 

 Sun 2 CDC Term 2 Obedience Training classes end  

 Mon 3 CDC term break starts 

 Fri 7* International Dog Show & Trial Extravaganza at EPIC (including dog sports) 

 Sat 8* International Dog Show & Trial Extravaganza at EPIC (including dog sports) 

 Sun 9* International Dog Show & Trial Extravaganza at EPIC (including dog sports) 

 Fri 14  Clubhouse and buildings closed - spraying  

 Sat 15 Clubhouse and grounds working bee - come along and help 

Queanbeyan and District Dog Training Club Obedience Trial * 

 Sun 16 ACT School holidays end 

 Mon 17 ACT School Term 3 starts  

 Wed 19 CDC Term 3 obedience training classes start 

 Thurs 20 CDC Term 3 obedience training classes start 

 Fri 21 Notice of Annual General Meeting posted / Closing date for nomination of  

honorary life members (for consideration at AGM on recommendation of Com-

mittee or nomination of members) 

 Sun 23 CDC Term 3 obedience training classes start 

 Tues 25 Committee meeting – clubhouse  

 Wed 26 Session 3 agility classes end / Session 4 agility intake assessment (evening) 

 Mon 31 Session 4 agility classes start / Closing date for written notices of motion to be sub-

mitted to Secretary for tabling at the Annual General Meeting (other motions 

may be presented at the AGM with the resolution of the meeting) 

AUGUST Sat 5* Tuggeranong Dog Training Club Agility Trial 

Shoalhaven Dog Training Club Obedience Trial  

 Sun 6* Shoalhaven Dog Training Club Rally-O Trial 

 Mon 7 Agenda for Annual General Meeting posted in the clubhouse  

 Mon 14 Closing date for submission of nominations for 2017-18 Committee 

 Sat 19* Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Agility Trial  

 Mon 21 CDC Annual General Meeting — clubhouse 7.30pm  

 Tues 22* Dogs ACT Annual General Meeting 

 Sat 26* Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Obedience Trial  

 Tues 29 Committee meeting – clubhouse  

SEPTEMBER Sat 2 CDC Obedience Trial  / ACT Gundog Society Obedience Trial 

 Sun 3 Father's Day - classes held 

 Sat 9 Flyball Competition (all day) 

 Tues 12 CDC Jumping Trial (evening)  

 Sat 16* Kyeamba Kennel and Training Club Obedience and Rally-O Trial, Wagga Wagga 

 Sun 17* Kyeamba Kennel and Training Club Obedience and Rally-O Trial, Wagga Wagga 

 Sun 17 CDC Term 3 Obedience Training classes end (week 9)   

 Wed 20 CDC Term 3 Obedience Training classes end (week 10) 

Session 4 agility classes end 

 Thurs 21 CDC Term 3 Obedience Training classes end (week 10)  

 Sat 23  ACT School holidays start / CDC Term break starts / ACT Agility Titles at CDC 

 Sun 24 ACT Agility Titles at CDC 

 Mon 25 Family and Community Day Public Holiday 

 Tues 26 Committee meeting – Clubhouse 

 Sat 30* Tuggeranong Dog Training Club Obedience Trial 

OCTOBER Sun 1* Daylight saving starts / Boorowa Irish Flyball Fling (part of Woolfest) - TBC 

  * Not held on club grounds 



 

Off-lead exercise at our Club 
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 Play safe - use common 

sense in the off-lead 

areas. 

 Read the gate signs. 

Always ask and gain 

permission from 

everyone before going 

into an area that is 

already occupied. 

  Enter on lead and 

remove the lead while 

your dog is sitting. 

  Move well away from 

the gate to avoid 

crowding. 

  Keep moving to 

minimise tension and 

scuffles between dogs. 

  Stay alert and keep an 

eye on your dog. 

  Always reward your 

dog for coming to you. 

  Avoid using balls and 

other toys if the area is 

crowded or dogs 

become excited. 

  Leave immediately if 

your dog becomes 

anxious, or is annoying 

or aggressive towards 

other dogs. 

  Limit your time to 15 

minutes if other 

members are waiting to 

use the area. 

  Always clean up after 

your dog. 

 

NOTE: The Narrabundah 

and Flyball Paddocks 

are not available for  

off-lead use 30 minutes 

before or after training 

classes.  

Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas. 

Read the gate signs and the poster on the Club’s outside noticeboards. 

You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked. 


