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Please thank your instructor EVERY WEEK for their contribution to the Club  

Give Happy - Live Happy 
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Cover picture : “Now, THAT’s a stick!”  Border Collie Jamie Malone CCD CD RN RA shows his  

exceptional ability to round up sticks in the wild (Photo: Kay Malone) 

[Jamie reminds readers that it is best to send your dog to collect sticks resting on the ground  

- rather than throwing them - as sticks sometimes land awkwardly and can cause nasty injuries] 
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          President’s Message  

By Lesley Pothan  

Welcome to a new year at the Club, it is set to 

be an exciting and eventful year for the Club 

and all its members. Welcome back to all our 

returning members, instructors, committee 

members, staff and volunteers. Thank you all for 

your continued support of the Club.  And of 

course a warm welcome to all our new 

members who joined for the first term of training 

this year. You have taken the first step to 

learning what makes your dog tick and building 

a good relationship with your four-legged 

companion.  

 

Late last year the Club held its annual end-of-

year awards event. Congratulations to all those 

who earned titles and were presented with 

awards. Your hard work has paid off. A list of 

recipients is on pages 27-39. 

 

The Club provides a huge number of classes 

throughout the year in a great range of 

activities from our basic behaviour classes to a 

variety of dog sports as well as hosting trials and 

competitions.  All of these activities are made 

possible because, and only because, of the 

generous support and time given by its 

volunteers.  Marika (our part-time office 

manager) and Connor (our part time shop 

assistant) are the only paid staff at the Club.   

 

Grounds 

 

Last year following the receipt of a grant from 

the ACT Government we updated the Club’s 

irrigation system and it is now working well.   The 

next step in keeping the grounds in good 

condition will be the implementation of an 

annual maintenance program this year.  The 

outcome will be an improvement in the quality 

of grass cover and a reduction in certain 

weeds, burrs and bindii. 

 

The rabbits from our neighbours’ properties 

have been moving in uninvited over the last 

months and burrowing along areas where 

irrigation pipes were laid. We are filling in the 

holes as soon as we see them and have asked 

the ACT Government for some assistance. 

Meanwhile please be careful on the grounds. 

 

We held a working bee in mid-January to tidy 

up the grounds before classes resumed. We 

had about 10-12 volunteers turn out to help 

and we were able to clear a lot of branches 

and leaves after the very strong January winds. 

The more jobs we can complete at a working 

bee the less jobs the Club has to engage and 

pay a contractor to perform. Our next working 

bee is on Saturday 15 July. Please put the date 

in your diary and come along to help out for a 

few hours. 

 

New class times 

 

This year we have made what I believe to be 

some very sensible changes to our general 

training program and aligned our sessions to 

the school terms. As well we introduced two 

tiers of classes on Thursday evenings (see pages 

9-12 for further details). 

 

Off-lead use  

 

The rules for exercising dogs off-lead on the 

grounds have changed from the beginning of 

this year. Exercising your dog off-lead in the 

Narrabundah and Flyball paddocks is now 

prohibited 30 minutes before and after training 

classes. The Committee has taken this decision 

after some major dog aggression incidents that 

have occurred over the last couple of years.  

 

We want all our dogs to be safe and to have a 

positive experience when they are on the 

grounds. Too often we see inappropriate play 

between dogs, dogs over-aroused and dogs 

  

 It’s very common to think the dog has learned the behaviour when they’ve just 

practised it once or twice. It’s like if you were learning to waltz; moving your feet the 

right way a few times isn’t enough to be able to waltz; it takes more practice. 

Your dog needs lots of practice too. 

  

Zazie Todd PhD 

Companion Animal Psychology 
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President’s message … continued 

not having fun while being chased by other dogs. All dogs have their own play style and it is 

important that we - as their carers and guardians - ensure that they are okay and that we match 

their style of play to other dogs with a similar style. When exercising your dog on the grounds make 

sure you watch them as closely as you would watch a toddler climbing a ladder. 

 

New syllabus 

 

I’m very excited about the new syllabus in behaviour training being phased in this year. The new 

program has four levels with the first two levels focussing on ‘everyday’ good behaviours and 

good manners. After the foundation behaviours have been established the program moves into 

exercises that can prepare dogs and handlers for one of the sporting activities on offer at the 

Club.  

 

In the new classes handlers are seated while their dogs learn to settle nicely on a mat. It is 

important to understand what excites our dogs but it is equally important to know how to switch 

our dogs off. Calm dogs are thinking dogs and thinking dogs can learn.  See pages 9-12 for further 

details. 

 

Club sports 

 

Once dog and handler teams have reached Graduation level in the new syllabus they are able 

to look at the many opportunities on offer to progress to a sport or in to a Companion class. Sports 

currently on offer at the Club include Obedience Trialling, Rally Obedience, Agility, Flyball, Dances 

with Dogs and Tracking. All sports have their own entry requirements and these can be found on 

page 58 as well as on the Club’s website. 

 

Hope to see you around the Club with your four-legged friend(s) and a bag full of tasty treats!  

 

Enjoy your training. 

http://www.batemansbayaccommodation.com.au/accommodation/1355 

http://www.batemansbayaccommodation.com.au/accommodation/1355


 From the Dog Kennel  

Editor — Anne Robertson  

Welcome to the first issue of the Club’s quarterly magazine - the Good 

Companion.  The first issue for the year always includes a comprehensive 

account of the Club’s annual award recipients and this issue is no different. 

I hope you enjoy reading about the achievements of your fellow Club 

members and that you might set some training goals to put yourself in the 

running for 2017. There are many awards to vie for! 

 

Many of you will now be aware that the Club is introducing some changes 

to its general training program in 2017. It has been almost ten years since 

the Club reviewed its approaches to training so those of you who have 

been with the Club for some time may feel anxious about why these changes are being made. 

We have put together a series of questions and answers to help you understand what is 

happening and how it may affect you. Please come and talk to a member of the Training Sub-

Committee (see page 14) if you have any further questions so that we can address your 

concerns. 

 

This issue we also note the passing of veteran instructor Desiree Campbell who died so 

unexpectedly before Christmas. More than thirty Club instructors attended Desiree’s funeral early 

in the New Year - sharing stories and memories of her contribution to the Club. Valé Desiree.  

 

Articles, suggestions, photos and illustrations for the magazine are always welcome. Email to 

contact@actcdc.org.au anytime. Did you know the magazine is available in full colour on the 

Club’s website? It can be downloaded in all its glory at www.actcdc.org.au/new/tgc.htm.  Use 

Adobe Acrobat PDF viewer for best results. 

 

The next issue of the magazine will come out during Term Two. Until then ... 
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*Recognised Hydrotherapy provider by Petplan* 
 
   Canine hydrotherapy involves the use of swimming and underwater treadmills to help dogs  
   recover following surgery or injury, and for pets with more long term mobility problems.  
 
   Conditions we can treat with hydrotherapy at our facility include: 

 Arthritis 

 Hip and elbow dysplasia 

 Cruciate ligament rupture 

 Patella luxation 

 Degenerative myelopathy (formerly known as CDRM) 

 Spinal injuries including recovery from fractures and IV disc rupture  
(commonly known as a slipped disc) 

 Spondylosis - spinal arthritis 

 Mobility problems related to age 

 Obesity control 

 
   The benefits of hydrotherapy are: 

 Decreased pain perception 

 Decreased pain and inflammation 

 Feeling of wellbeing due to release of endorphins 

 Relaxation of muscle tension and/or muscle spasm 

 Reduction of oedema (swelling) 

 Increased range of movement 

 Non weight bearing - it is easier and more comfortable to move in water so  
animals often gain confidence 

 Support for weakened or spinal injury dogs 

 Increased muscle strength 

 Improved muscle patterning and recruitment helping to improve gait patterns 
(reduction in lameness) 

 Improved cardiovascular fitness 

 Potentially earlier return to normal activities 

 Improved quality of life 
 

Contact us to see how our qualified Hydrotherapist can work with your Vet 
to give your dog a healthier life! 

 
WWW.DOGSWIMCANBERRA.COM.AU 

https://www.facebook.com/dogswimcanberra/ 

 

http://WWW.DOGSWIMCANBERRA.COM.AU
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 Changes to training programs 
~ Questions and answers ~ 

What is happening to the Club’s training 

program? 

 

This year we are introducing a new ‘Behaviour 

Training’ program to replace the current 

‘Obedience Training’ program at the Club. The 

new training program is being incrementally 

rolled out and the existing Obedience Training 

program will be phased out by the end of the 

year. 

 

Members who are currently training in 

Beginners B, Intermediate, Advanced, Transition 

and Companion will continue to progress 

through these levels while new members will 

embark on the new Behaviour Training 

program and progress through four new levels:  

Level 1 (Foundation), Level 2  (Consolidation), 

Level 3 (Graduation) and Level 4 (Companion). 

 

The Foundation level will be age-based, with 

classes offered for puppies under 6 months, 

puppies between 6-12 months (where possible) 

and dogs over 12 months so that instructors 

can tailor the class content according to the 

socialisation needs of the dogs. 

 

Why is this happening? 

 

It is important that the Club’s general training 

program caters to the needs of its members. 

We have surveyed 200 new members and 

analysed club participation and retention rates 

to better understand the Club’s membership. 

This is what we have found: 

 The Club attracts about 500 new 

members each year 

 New members primarily join the Club to 

teach their dog good manners, get help 

with problem behaviours and socialise 

their dog with other dogs and people 

 More than half our new members have 

never trained a dog before 

 Only 10% of new members have 

previously participated in any type of 

dog sport 

 About 50% of new members train at the 

Club for four months (ie two sessions) and 

then leave 

 Only 20% of new members remain at the 

Club after six months 

 Less than 10% of members ever reach 

Companion level 

 

Given this data we feel that it is essential that 

we structure and deliver a training program 

that will help members develop a bond with 

their dogs based on mutual trust, understand 

how dogs ‘learn to learn’, and give them the 

knowledge and skills to teach their dogs family-

friendly practical skills so that they become well

-behaved good companions at home and in 

the community. Our goal is to do that in the first 

20 weeks of classes. Once we have done that 

we can then provide more advanced training 

that will help members successfully transition 

into any of the Club’s dog sports appropriate to 

the capability, age and interest of handlers 

and dogs alike.  

 

As part of the development of the new 

program we have looked at what is happening 

in the dog training community more broadly – 

including the work of the Pet Professional Guild, 

Delta Society, RSPCA, ASPCA, Association of 

Pet Dog Trainers (Australia), Association of 

Settling into the new Foundation class 



Changes to training programs … continued 
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Professional Dog Trainers (USA) and leading 

experts including Debra Millikan, Patricia 

McConnell, Pamela Dennison, Leslie McDevitt, 

Susan Garrett, Suzanne Clothier and Sophia Yin.  

 

It is quite a change for everyone and there is a 

lot to be done over the next twelve months to 

progressively bring the new program to fruition.  

This work is being led by the Club’s Training Sub-

Committee with oversight from the Main 

Committee. It includes providing training to all 

the Club’s instructors so that they can 

confidently explain, coach and demonstrate 

new concepts and exercises in class, 

developing detailed week-by-week lesson 

plans for instructors, and preparing homework 

sheets and other educational material so that 

class members have access to training 

information between classes. Thirty five of the 

Club’s instructors have already committed 350 

hours to familiarise themselves with the new 

Foundation syllabus and are scheduled to 

devote another 95 hours to learning the 

Consolidation syllabus during the term break in 

April. All of the Club’s instructors are ordinary 

Club members – just like you – and they are 

undertaking this ‘professional development’ on 

a volunteer basis to help the Club improve the 

services that it offers to the Canberra 

community.  

 

We hope that you will bear with us as we bed 

these changes down. 
 

What’s covered in the first level of the new 

training program? 

 

Apart from lots of owner education (it’s a team 

effort, after all), handlers will learn how to 

teach their dogs to love and respond to their 

names, pay attention – voluntarily and when 

asked, accept handling all over and enjoy 

grooming, happily settle and relax on a mat (or 

bed), sit and lie down when asked and remain 

in position until released, walk nicely on lead 

with casual turns and occasional stops, 

enthusiastically come when called in informal 

circumstances, accept gentle collar restraint, 

willingly swap items (such as Kongs) for 

something better, and remain calm and 

relaxed in class (and elsewhere) in proximity to 

other dogs and people they do not know.  Our 

training emphasis at this level is on ‘behaviours’ 

rather than formal exercises. 

 

We are using chairs and mats in class to help 

dogs to settle and focus on their handlers, and 

clickers, too, so that handlers can provide 

instant feedback to their dogs during the 

training process. In some classes we are using 

screens to provide a visual barrier for dogs who 

are easily distracted or worried by other dogs in 

class. This helps both dogs and handlers to relax 

and provides a more positive experience for 

everyone. 

 

We are also restricting class numbers to eight 

handlers and dogs per class to provide a more 

personalised experience for members and 

instructors alike.  

 

What has happened to Comp Day? 

 

With the introduction of the new training 

program, the Club is phasing out its existing 

Comp Day arrangements. For many dogs, 

coming to the Club on a different day and at a 

different time than usual - with lots of other 

Formal stays on Comp Day - hard for 

handlers and dogs 
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dogs they have not met before - can be quite 

stressful. It is not unusual for handlers, too, to 

feel stressed when they are put under the 

spotlight of competition at early stages in their 

training at the Club.  To address this, the Club 

has decided to assess members in their normal 

classes (eg Intermediate, Advanced, Transition 

and Companion) with their regular instructor. 

Instructors will use the same judging and 

assessment processes that have been 

developed for Comp Day and 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

places will be awarded to members who 

achieve the highest passing scores in class. 

Different assessment processes are being 

developed for the new training program and 

will be progressively implemented. 

 

Why has the Club changed from five sessions to 

four terms per year? 

 

We currently 

experience 

significant 

absenteeism 

from the Club 

during the 

school holidays 

and this affects 

the smooth 

running of 

classes from 

week to week. 

Many of the 

Club’s volunteer 

instructors also 

find it taxing to 

take back-to-

back sessions 

throughout the 

year and are sometimes reluctant to volunteer 

because they need a break. This then affects 

the Club’s ability to offer sufficient classes to 

members. We have therefore decided to align 

the Club’s general training program with the 

ACT Government’s school terms. This means 

that we will have a break from general training 

classes during school holidays.  

 

A copy of the Club’s calendar with details of all 

the Club activities (including term dates) is 

available on the Club’s website at 

www.actcdc.org.au. 

 

Why have class times changed on Thursday 

nights? 

 

Some of the Club’s volunteer instructors are 

only able to attend the Club on Thursday nights 

and understandably wish to train their own 

dogs. Providing two tiers of classes at 6.45pm 

and 8.00pm enables instructors to participate in 

and instruct classes. The Club cannot offer 

classes without the support of its volunteer 

instructors so it is essential that we find ways to 

meet their needs.   

 

We have introduced a 15 minute break 

between classes on Thursdays and Sundays to 

reduce ‘traffic’ on the Club grounds and to 

make it easier for instructors to juggle their 

participation in classes with their instructing 

commitments. 

 

What has happened to the Club’s Obedience 

Trialling and Rally-O classes? 

 

With the introduction of the new training 

program, Obedience Trialling and Rally-O 

classes are now 

being managed 

as a separate 

activity stream 

(like Agility, 

Flyball, Dances 

with Dogs and 

Tracking). 

Where possible, 

Obedience 

Trialling and 

Rally-O classes 

will be 

scheduled so 

that they do not 

clash with 

general training 

classes so that 

members and 

instructors can participate in both activities. 

Rest assured, we haven’t forgotten the Club’s 

obedience trialling roots. As new members 

progress through the four levels of the new 

training program we will introduce more 

technical exercises that will help members 

successfully transition to Obedience Trialling as 

well as the Club’s other dog sports.  

 

What about the Club’s other dog sports? 

 

Each of the Club’s dog sports – Agility, Flyball, 

Dances with Dogs, Rally-O, Obedience Trialling 

and Tracking – are managed separately from 

the Club’s general training program.  Class 

times for these sports are provided on page 57.  

If you are involved in any of these sports please 

ask your instructor about training arrangements 

during school holiday breaks. Further 

http://www.actcdc.org.au
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information about 

these sports 

(including eligibility 

requirements) are 

provided on page 

58. 

 

Why has the Club 

restricted access to 

some of the off-

lead areas before 

and after training 

classes? 

  

We prefer that 

members do not 

exercise their dogs 

off-lead on the 

Club grounds 

before classes.  

Such exercise can 

over-stimulate dogs and make it difficult for 

them to settle or focus in class. It can also lead 

to inappropriate interaction between dogs – 

including aggressive displays – which can 

affect their social well-being.  Unfortunately 

these types of incidents have become more 

frequent over the past couple of years and the 

Club must take steps to address this. 

 

Puppies are also at high risk of injury if their play 

sessions are not controlled. Restricting the 

space in which they play (for example, using 

the Puppy Play Pen), limiting the duration of 

play and thoughtfully matching size, age and 

play styles is critical for their socialisation and 

exercise needs. 

 

Due to changes in the nature of the Club’s 

training program, we also need access to some 

of the Club’s off-lead areas to set up classes. 

 

For these reasons, the Club has decided to 

prohibit off-lead use of the Flyball and 

Narrabundah Paddocks thirty minutes before or 

after training classes. Members may still take 

their dogs into these areas on lead. Members 

may still use the Bore and Back Paddocks 

immediately before and after classes. 

 

What other changes have been made to the 

use of the Club’s grounds? 

 

In light of recent incidents and for the safety 

and welfare of all members, the Club has 

revised the rules and protocols applying to the 

use of the Club’s grounds – including off-lead 

areas. A copy of the Club’s new brochure 

‘Using the club grounds’ is available from the 

Club Office and a 

poster version is 

displayed on the 

outside 

noticeboards. 

Copies will also be 

distributed to 

members during 

classes each term. 

It is important that 

you read and 

follow the 

information in the 

brochure. Be 

proactive, monitor 

your dog at all 

times and give it 

and other dogs the 

space they need 

to remain 

comfortable so 

that everyone has a positive experience at the 

Club. 

 

Where can I get more information about all 

these changes? 

 

Please speak to a member of the Club’s 

Training Sub-Committee if you have any 

questions or concerns about these changes. 

Further information on changes to the Club’s 

Obedience Trialling and Rally-O activities are 

available from the Obedience Sub-Committee. 

Members of both Sub-Committees are listed on 

page 14 and can be contacted on 

contact@actcdc.org.au. 

 

Always check the Club’s website 

(www.actcdc.org.au ) and Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogclub ) for up-to-date 

information about Club activities. 

Can I help in any way? 

 

All of the Club’s activities are managed by 

members just like you – volunteering their time 

to help the Club operate. There is something to 

suit every skill and interest: equipment 

maintenance, grounds maintenance, 

housekeeping, painting, security, IT, 

photography, website management, strategic 

development, fundraising, public relations, 

work health and safety, dog sport co-

ordination and much more.  

 

Please leave your name at the Club Office with 

details of your interest . 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
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What’s happened to Comp Day ? 

 

With the introduction of the Club’s new 

behaviour training syllabus we are phasing out 

our current Comp Day assessment processes. 

Club members at Intermediate, Advanced, 

Transition and Companion levels will now be 

assessed in their regular class on Wednesday, 

Thursday and Sunday in the last week of term. 

The same ‘Comp Day’ judging processes will 

be used and ribbons for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

places will be awarded to successful 

participants. We hope that this change will 

prove less stressful for you and your dog. 

 

What dog sport trials are coming up ? Can I 

come and watch ? 

 

Agility trials will be held on the Club grounds on 

Easter Saturday and Sunday (all day), Saturday 

20th May (all day) and Tuesday 23 May 

(evening). These events are run under 

Australian National Kennel Council rules and 

enable members to compete for nationally 

recognised titles for their dogs (the equivalent 

of university degrees!). 

 

Members are welcome to come and watch 

agility trials at the Club – but please leave your 

dog at home as access to off-lead exercise 

areas may be limited on these occasions. 

 

The Club is also hosting an Introduction to 

Tracking evening on Wednesday 17th May. See 

pages 15-16 for more information. All welcome. 

 

What about Flyball comps? 

 

The Club’s X-Factor Flyball team will be hosting 

the Million Paws Walk Flyball competition in 

conjunction with the  Belconnen Dog 

Obedience Club on  Sunday 21st May. 

 

Have a break at Rond Terrace during the 

Million Paws Walk, and take a look at the fun 

and excitement of a flyball competition. 

And then continue on through Commonwealth 

Park and visit the Club’s MPW promotional stall. 

 

 

Want to keep in touch with the latest activities 

at the Club ? 

  

Information is available from: 

 our public Facebook page - no need to 

be a registered use  -

www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogclub 

 our website - www.actcdc.org.au 

 notice boards (inside and outside the 

clubhouse) 

 your Instructors 

 the Session Manager on the grounds 

Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday during  

Training Classes 

 the Calendar on page 59 

 TERM BREAK 
 

Term 1 classes end on Sunday 9 April 

Term 2 classes start on Wednesday 26 April 

 

Enjoy Easter and the school holidays! 
 

http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.actcdc.org.au


COMMITTEES 2016-17 

President 

Senior Vice-President 

Junior Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

 Lesley Pothan | Dogs-as-Therapy | Work Health and Safety 

Anne Robertson | Magazine Editor | Training Liaison  

Heather McPherson I Security | Contract Management (including Grounds) 

Rowan McKeever  

Hilarie Kemp | Public Officer  

Main Committee 

Members 

 Rhonda Cameron | Flyball Liaison |Marketing and Promotion 

Jeanette Johnson | Rally-O Liaison 

Rachel McKeever | Social Media | Website 

Katrina Morton | Shop | Housekeeping | Working Bees 

Jane Richardson | Dances with Dogs  

Linda Spinaze I Agility  Liaison 

David Whitney I Business Direction and Strategic Planning 

Chris Woodgate | Obedience Trialling Liaison 

Training  Convenor | Anne Robertson  | Members | Kath Hallam| Hilarie Kemp |  

Jess McNamara | Lesley Pothan  

Obedience  (including 

Rally-O) 

 Convenor| Cath Perry | Members | | Judith Barlow | Pen Cullen |  

Laraine Frawley | Wendy Hathaway | Jeanette Johnson |  Belinda Mitchell | Lara 

Sedgmen | Chris Woodgate | Patricia Woodman  

Flyball Training &  

Competition 

 Convenor | Vacant | Members | Justin Allen| Rhonda Cameron |  

Jess McNamara-Rice  | Damon Muller  

Agility Training & 

Trialling 

 Convenor | Linda Spinaze | Members | Amanda Delaney I Denise Iglesias  

Rachel McKeever I Therese Smith | Kylie White 

Dances with Dogs  Convenor | Jane Richardson| Members | Janda Gooding | Raelene Stewart  

Tracking  Jake Blight 

Instructors’ Library  Karen Haines  

PAWS Shop  Connor Bailey 

Secom Security   1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535  

Page | 14 The Good Companion | March 2017|  Vol 29|  No 1 

About Our Club 

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), 

established in 1958 as the first dog training club 

in the ACT, has an average membership of 

around 850 each year. It is a non-profit 

organisation relying mostly on volunteers to run 

activities with some occasional grant 

assistance. About 80 instructors volunteer their 

time to conduct behavioural and dog sport 

classes in Obedience, Flyball, Agility, DWD and 

Rally-O from February to November each year.  

The Club also has an active group that visit 

nursing homes with their dogs  for the 

enjoyment of the residents. 

While much of the work in maintaining and 

running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer 

basis we do have some paid help.  Marika 

Mueller manages the Office and the mowing of 

the grounds is undertaken by a contractor. The 

Club caters for disabled access with paved 

paths, designated parking spaces and toilet 

facilities. 

 

The aims and objectives of the Club are to: 

 promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs; 

 teach members to train their dogs, of 

whatever breed, in dog obedience and other 

related canine skills, using motivational 

training methods; 

 promote participation and training in a range 

of dog sports; 

 promote and participate in dog training and 

other activities associated with dog training; 

 support the rights of dog owners, provided 

that such ownership is conducted in a 

responsible manner; 

 actively promote community interaction with 

dogs; 

 provide facilities necessary or convenient for 

its activities; 

 promote positive relationships between 

owners and dogs; and 

 enhance the development of social skills of 

dogs. 

 

Have a comment or idea you’d 

like to share? 

Email  

contact@actcdc.org.au  

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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                  Tracking 
                      Is it for you and your dog? 

      By Jake Blight 

Above: Lara Sedgmen’s Hungarian Vizsla ‘Rogan’ on a track (Photo: Lesli Cameron) 

What is it? 

 

Tracking is where dogs follow the scents left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces.   Police and search and rescue 

dogs are trained to track in order to locate 

suspects and lost people.  Any dog can track 

and pet dogs can be taught to track for fun and 

as a dog sport.   

 

Most dogs love tracking and they are naturally 

good at it.  Tiny particles of scent are left behind 

when a person walks by and even hours later 

there is enough scent for a dog to be able to 

identify who was there and which way they 

went.  It is amazing to see dogs using their 

superior sense of smell to do something that 

humans cannot do.  It is also a great way to 

keep your dog’s mind busy and to build your 

bond with your dog.  

 

What’s involved? 

 

When training a dog to track you are not training 

them how to smell: they already know that.  You 

are motivating them to follow a particular scent 

and ignore others in order to get a reward.  Dogs 

of any age and any breed can track.  It is not a 

race and you and your dog can go as slow as 

you need to.  Dogs are always on lead and work 

one at a time so it does not matter if your dog is 

not great with other dogs.   

 

It is not difficult to teach a dog to track but you 

need to have a good understanding of what 

motivates your dog and be willing to put the 

time in to teach your dog the game.  Once a 

dog knows how to track what you want it to 

track it is great fun and you can set up all sorts of 

challenges to develop their skills and your 

handling.  There are also competitions where 

your dog can earn tracking titles.  Tracking can 

also enhance your dog’s ability to maintain its 

concentration and so can help with obedience 

and agility training.   

 

In Australia tracking is a winter sport (because of 

snakes).  You need to be willing to put in quite a 

bit of work in the first few weeks if you want to 

get anywhere as the season only lasts a few 

months.  This usually means getting out on cold 

winter mornings a couple of times a week before 

  

    Want to know more? 
  

Introduction to tracking seminar 

7.00pm Wednesday May 17 

CDC clubhouse 

  
No bookings required 



Tracking … continued 
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work to train as well as doing some practice on the weekends.  Most training can be done on your 

own at any of the many green spaces throughout Canberra and you don’t need much 

equipment.  It is a good idea to get together with others who are tracking their dogs regularly to 

give each other feedback and to enable your dog to track a variety of people.  The Club 

schedules peer training sessions during the cooler months to facilitate members training together.  

 

Want to know more? 

 

If you would like to learn more about tracking there will be a free Introduction to 

Tracking talk at 7.00pm on Wednesday 17 May at the CDC Clubhouse. No need to 

pre-book, just turn up on the night. You can also join the tracking email group to 

receive updates and share ideas Search for ACT Region Tracking Dogs on Google Groups to sign 

up or email the CDC office on contact@actcdc.org.au and ask for your email address to be 

passed on to the tracking coordinator if you have trouble subscribing.   

www.peterhollmann.com.au 

We’re accredited 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.peterhollmann.com.au
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Getting to know your Committee 

Five new members joined the Club’s management Committee at the Annual General Meeting 

last year. In the November issue of The Good Companion we introduced three of those members: 

Jeanette Johnson, David Whitney and Chris Woodgate. This issue we introduce husband and wife 

team Rowan and Rachel McKeever. 

When did you join the Club and why?  

 

Rachel: I joined the Club a number of years 

ago with my first Australian Shepherd with a 

goal to compete in a number of different dog 

sports.  I wanted an environment that was 

supportive and could offer advice on how to 

get the best from my dogs.  After being to a 

number of exciting classes, I fell in love with 

training and the possibilities it opened up, so 

became an instructor. 

 

Rowan: I have been involved in breeding and 

showing dogs since 

2011, and met Rachel 

at a show in 2013.  

With Rachel spending 

so much time at the 

Club, I decided to try 

it out too and started 

taking my Border 

Collie, Maggie, 

through obedience 

training classes.  I also 

fell in love with 

training and 

completed the 

instructors’ course in 

2015. 

 

What dogs do you 

own?  Tell us a bit 

about them. 

 

We have, as part of 

our extended family, 

Australian Shepherds 

and Border Collies – 

both working dog 

breeds.  We met 

showing our respective first dogs – Rachel’s 

Aussie Shepherd, Atticus, and my Border Collie, 

Maggie.  

 

Pippa, our incredibly naughty and clever 

Australian Shepherd joined our family as Rachel 

wanted another Aussie to dabble with for a 

while; she was never meant to stay, but that 

adorable fluffy puppy wiggled her way into our 

hearts.  Maggie has given us a beautiful litter of 

Border Collies, hence we now also count April 

and Gatsby among our clan.  When all of our 

dogs got along so well, we knew it was destiny 

and hence we got hitched in 2016. 

 

Working dogs are high energy, bred to herd 

and can be incredibly intelligent.  Don’t be 

deceived by the unique look of the Australian 

Shepherds  - they aren’t for the faint hearted.  

When people ask us about the difference 

between a Border and an Aussie, we always 

tell them: “Borders think and then act, whereas 

Aussie act and then (maybe) think!”   

 

What activities are you involved with at the 

Club?  

 

Rachel and Pippa 

have been involved 

in Agility for a while, 

and recently 

convinced Rowan 

and Maggie to give it 

a go too!  Pippa gets 

really excited and 

loves jumping.   

Rachel and Pippa 

recently started 

attending 

Obedience classes 

and dabbling in Rally

-O, in the hopes of 

trialling later this year.   

We are also both 

behaviour training 

instructors – Rachel 

loves taking puppy 

classes, while Rowan 

likes to take the 

higher classes where 

handlers can finesse 

the skills they have 

already learnt at the lower levels.   

 

As new members of the Committee, what are 

your hopes for the coming year?  

 

Rachel: To strengthen the community feel of 

the Club, both online and on the grounds, and 

to contribute to the Club’s positive training 

philosophy. 

 

Rowan: To help our members better 

understand their dogs, and to contribute to the 
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future direction of the Club.  I would especially like to find new and innovative things for us to try in 

managing the business of the Club. 

 

What do you like best about the Club? 

 

There is so much we love about being involved with the Club.  We have always found the 

instructors to be helpful and full of advice about how we can bring out the best in our furry friends. 

We really love the facilities. Over the last few years, the Club has bought a lot of new Agility 

equipment and so the safety aspect when training is brilliant. And it’s great that we have access 

to fenced areas where we can safely train off-lead as well as being able to take one of our dogs 

that is sensitive around other dogs out for a play (and not have to worry about him getting into 

trouble).   

~ VALÉ ~ 

Desiree Campbell 

1951—2016 

 

Desiree was an active member of the Club 

for more than twenty years – training her 

own dogs and qualifying as an obedience 

instructor in 1998. Many instructors and long  

time members will remember Desiree’s 

Welsh Springer Spaniels - Angus, Cameron, 

Gerry and, most recently, Mia. 

 

Desiree was also an early and passionate 

advocate for Rally-O at the Club well before 

it became a recognised ANKC sport. 

 

New members will be more familiar with 

Desiree as the ‘go to’ person wearing the 

orange hi-vis vest during Sunday morning 

classes – kindly and efficiently handling any 

issues that arose on the grounds.  

  

We are shaken by Desiree’s sudden passing 

and will miss her greatly. We extend our 

sympathies to her brothers Don, Frank and 

Robert and her wider family. 

 

May she rest in peace surrounded by the 

many canine companions who shared her 

life. 

  

    

Try Egg Timer Training -- set the egg timer for ONE minute, and only train for those 60 seconds 

before giving your dog a break to play, move, chase treats, whatever. Amazing what you 

can get done in a 60 second burst! 

 

Suzanne Clothier 

www.suzanneclothier.com 

Above : Desiree with her crossbreed ‘Rufus’ in 1997    
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 Sheep 
Alpacas 

Thanks For Your Contribution 

The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Term One (February-April 2017): 

 

Behaviour Training: Susan Barnard, Janne Blunden, Bruce Chapman, Kerry Deans, Christina Erwin, 

Barbara Gough, Barb Grundy, Kath Hallam, Linda Harper, , Hilarie Kemp, Renee Kyle, Maree 

Livermore, Gabby Lukzsa, Mike Lynch, Rachel McKeever, Rowan McKeever, Heather McPherson, 

Melinda Parrett, Kaye Pemberton,  Lesley Pothan, Anne Robertson, Mike Slee, Linda Spinaze, 

Joyce Thompson, Jane Vickers, Lizzie Waddell, Claire Weekes, Chris Woodgate, Geoff Woodman, 

Patricia Woodman 

 

Flyball: Justin Allen 

 

Agility: Pamela Hunt, Denise Iglesias, Lucy Jesiolowski, Maureen 

Lewis, Linda Spinaze, Kylie White, Naarilla Hirsch, Lucy Williams 

 

Rally-O: Cath Perry, Juliet Ward  

 

Obedience Trialling: Laraine Frawley 

 

DWD: Janda Gooding 

THANK YOU 

— CDC Instructors — 

Serving the CDC canine community for more than 55 years! 

 
 

Congratulations to Kylie White and Lucy Jesiolowski for completing the 

Club’s Agility Instructors course  

 
Did you know … all  of the Club’s instructors are volunteers ! 

+ = 



Is Your Membership Due ? 

You can renew online – how easy is that ! 
 

Go to the Club’s website at http://www.actcdc.org.au 

1. Download the Membership Renewal form at 

 http://www.actcdc.org.au/new/joining.htm 

2. Complete the form and send it back to the Club via e-mail 

3. Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities 

 Bank BSB: 032 729 

 Account: 235628 

 Reference: Your surname and phone number 

 

Make sure your reference will easily identify your payment  

and don’t forget to keep your receipt. 

You don’t even have to leave your house ! 

 

            EFTPOS and PayWave facilities are available 

              Renew your membership at the Club Office 

    No minimum transaction (sorry, no cash out) 

Fees 2017 

Joining Fee (per household) $ 52.50 

Annual Subscription   

(per household) 
$105.00 

Training Fees (per Dog/per Year) 
 Obedience 

 Agility 

 Flyball 

 Dances with Dogs 

 Rally-O 

 Tracking 

 

$ 78.50 

$ 78.50 

$ 78.50 

$ 78.50 

$ 78.50 

$ 0.00 

 

Instructors Fee 

plus optional contribution 

$ 30.00 

$ 50.00 

Casual Visitors Fee (day, week, 

month) - by application 
$ 5/25/50 

Contact Us 

Phone 02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604 

Web www.actcdc.org.au 

Office Narrabundah Lane, Symonston  ACT 

 Tuesday-Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 

 Thursday    6:30pm-9:15pm 

 Sunday              9:00am-12:00pm 
 

Office Manager: Marika Mueller  

          CLOSED MONDAY 

Email     contact@actcdc.org.au 

 

We welcome your feedback. 
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Is your dog’s Attendance Card 

BLUEBLUE  

If so, your Membership is due 

for renewal by the end of  

FEBRUARYFEBRUARY  

Is your dog’s Attendance Card 

PINKPINK  

If so, your Membership is due 

for renewal by the end of 

APRILAPRIL  

http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/new/joining.htm
http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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    Oh Behave ! 

     By Jess McNamara-Rice 

Trigger stacking 
Jess McNamara-Rice is a Delta Society qualified dog trainer, CDC Flyball instructor, and owner 

and operator of A.B.C.D.O.G Dog Training. She previously worked for several years as an RSPCA 

behavioural trainer. She is a qualified Greenhounds Assessor and is currently studying for a 

diploma in Advanced Animal Behaviour. In this occasional series, Jess provides advice on dealing 

with common behavioural issues using positive reinforcement.  

Have you ever seen 

someone completely 

overreact to a situation? 

Even the calmest of people 

sometimes reach breaking 

point and sometimes it’s the 

smallest things that can push 

them over the edge. The 

same thing can happen with 

dogs.  

 

Although we never like to 

think about pet dogs biting, 

the reality is that all dogs can 

bite. Each dog has what is 

referred to as a “bite 

threshold”. A bite threshold is 

the point where a dog is 

highly likely to bite. Some 

dogs may quickly reach their 

bite threshold and some 

dogs may never.  

 

As attentive pet owners, we 

pretty quickly find out what 

causes our dogs stress. As 

much as possible we try to 

avoid those stressors or at 

least lower the amount of 

stress that is placed on our 

dogs.  

 

Very few dogs are pushed to 

their bite threshold by 

encountering just one 

stressful stimulus, however it is 

not uncommon for trigger 

stacking to occur and for a 

loving family dog to bite.   

 

Trigger stacking is a series of  

      events or triggers that 

      collectively increase a dog’s 

anxiety levels, decreasing their ability to cope and pushing them closer to their bite threshold.  

Trigger stacking can occur very quickly or can be quite spread out – even over a few days.  

 

Imagine this: your next-door neighbour had a massive party that kept you up all night. On your 

drive in to work someone cut you off, when you get into work you realise that someone left milk 

Above: Illustration of concept of trigger stacking from Grisha Stewart’s 

Behaviour adjustment training (2012), p.61 
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Trigger stacking … continued 

out on the staff room bench over the weekend and the whole office smells. Then when you’re 

sitting down at your desk someone walks by and accidentally knocks your paperwork to the floor. 

You snap and yell at them.  Usually you wouldn’t. Usually someone knocking your work to the floor 

may be annoying but will not result in aggression. What has occurred is trigger stacking: a series of 

stressful events, strung together has caused you to snap.   

 

In trigger stacking each stimulus or ‘event’ has a ‘stress value’ and this relates to how quickly your 

dog reaches its bite threshold.  

 

Let’s say my dog bites when he reaches 10 out of 10 on the bite threshold scale. A trip to the vet 

may have a stress value of 6 out of 10. He’s not going to bite, but he is definitely not happy! The 

problem will be when we combined that experience with other stressful events.  

 

A beautiful family dog who has never ever shown aggression before suddenly bites a child. To 

everyone present, the situation is unexpected and no one can understand why it occurred. What 

we need to do is take apart the last few days for that dog and see what occurred.  

 

The night before there was a big thunderstorm, this dog finds thunderstorms quite stressful and the 

next day the dog is still feeling the effects. The thunderstorm has a stress value of 4 out of 10. That 

day there is a family BBQ and about 10 guests visit the dog’s home. For this dog large groups of 

people have a stress value of 3 out of 10. In preparation for the BBQ the owner gave the dog a 

bath. The bath has a stress value of 2 out of 10. Then the child appears. This dog finds children 

somewhat stressful however his owner has never noticed because whenever a child is around the 

dog chooses to avoid it. The child has a stress value of 3 out of 10. The child walks straight up to 

the family dog and gives him a hug. The dog bites the child in the face. Usually the dog would 

have tried to leave the child but because it’s stress was already so high, the ability to choose to 

retreat had greatly lessened and the dog reached bite threshold. 

  

It’s our responsibility to prevent trigger stacking occurring, or if we can’t prevent it, try to diffuse the 

situation. Recognise that after your dog has had a stressful event it will still be feeling the effect of 

the stress for a period of time. Management is always important. If you have people coming over 

to the house, consider putting your dog in a separate area with something to do. If your dog has 

had an unpleasant experience in the morning, don’t take him to the dog park in the afternoon 

(even a dog who loves the dog park may encounter a stressful interaction with another dog). The 

important thing is to preempt situations that may arise.  

 

Just like us, dogs have good days and bad days, but let’s think about the situations we put our 

dogs in and try to prevent the bad days. 

Hilarie Kemp’s Beginners class after graduation, November 2016 (Photo: June Rowe) 
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     Loved and Lost 

Thank you to Bronnie Lumley for this eulogy for her Golden Retriever ‘Pippa’ 

‘Pippa’ 

Fieldclass Puffin 

18 October 2001 - 27 January 2017 

Pippa (or as I would call her ‘Pippa Hope’) 

came into my life when she was 19 months old 

on Saturday 10th May 2003 – the day before 

Mothers Day. Pippa’s sister, dad and grandma 

had been picking on her and her breeder (and 

CDC Life Member) Laraine Frawley felt the 

need to rehome her, so thank you Laraine for 

trusting me with her. 

 

I called her Pippa Hope as she already had the 

name ‘Pippa’ but by adding ‘Hope’ I hoped 

for a long, happy and loving relationship. We 

formed a bond that many people said would 

never ever be broken. 

 

We trained at the Club up to Secondary 

Companion level, winning Comps along the 

way. We even tried Agility and Flyball but I 

wasn’t coordinated enough and injured myself 

too easily. We therefore just got busy 

volunteering at the Club with numerous things 

but mostly helping my mum Katrina out in the 

shop on Comp Days and Trial Days. And mum 

sometimes took Pippa to nursing homes and 

special schools as part of the Club’s Dogs-as-

Therapy activities while I was at work. 

 

I even met my husband Tim at the Club as we 

were paired to steward together at an 

Obedience Trial (thanks to Joanne Hagan and 

mum for setting us up). Tim and I hit it off 

instantly and we were married seven months 

later with our dogs in the bridal party. 

 

When I met Tim, he had father and daughter 

black and white Border Collies ‘Bowie’ and 

‘Bee’. Pippa didn’t really like black dogs for 

some reason so we took the introductions 

slowly and they all learnt to love each other. 

 

When Bee had puppies nearly four years ago 

we kept a girl called ‘April’ and over the years 

April would snuggle up to Pippa and Pippa 

would not mind in the slightest. 

 

The staff at our vet loved her so much. It would 

often take longer for her to get out of there 

than the consultation would as the staff all liked  

to make a fuss of her. She had that type of 

personality. 

 

I have had Pippa’s name tattooed on my 

shoulder because it was Pippa and I against 

the world. She was my ‘daughter’, my 

confidante, my best friend, my cuddle buddy 

and so much more. Pippa changed my life in 

so many ways, but I always have her close by in 

my heart and on my skin. 

 

Pippa made me a ‘mum’ and I will always love 

her for that. There is not a day goes by that I 

don’t miss my girl but I know she is up there 

running happy and free. 

 

Right up to 

the day 

Pippa went 

to the 

rainbow 

bridge 

aged 15 

and a 

quarter 

years she 

enjoyed life. 

 

 

So, run free Pippa and always know there will 

only ever be one Goldie in my life. 
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TOP OF THE LAKE HOLIDAY UNITS 
Pet-friendly self-contained 1 & 2 bedroom units 

 
If you let them in at home - so do we ! 

 
Five minutes drive to Pambula and Merimbula 

and their magnificent beaches 
 

Lake views and three acres to run and play 
and private enclosed courtyards 

Top of the Lake Holiday Units 
3013 Princes Highway, Millingandi 

Merimbula NSW 2549 
 

02 64956288 
 

www.topofthelake.com.au 
book@topofthelake.com.au  

http://www.topofthelake.com.au
mailto:book@topofthelake.com.au


Another famous recipe from  

Tipsy’s Test Kitchen 

 

~ Treats for discerning dogs ~ 
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(Mr) Darcy’s Drops 

Hello everyone and welcome back to our Club’s 

new training year. 

 

Boy oh boy have I got some xciting news fer yers 

all… After all these years of writing me foodie 

column and working hard in me Test Kitchen, I got 

me first Fan Tail!!!!!!  Boy oh boy I am soooo excited 

to learn that I have fans.  Well…. one fan who is 

appreciative of me column and who obviously has 

been listening to me tips.  Darcy is one cool dude, 

he has counter surfin down to a fine art.  It is soooo 

pawsome to hear that a dog has nailed the 

counter surfin thing at such a young age!   

Darcy is a rescue dog, and his mum told me mum 

that he was really, really skinny when he found his 

forever home, but boy oh boy look at him now!  He 

has made up fer all those missed meals and is now 

a fine strong boy.  AND it is all due to counter 

surfin! 

 

Darcy has also mastered mealtime manners, and 

‘dropping’, which shows he is on top of his game 

when it comes to pleasing his humans.  Darcy is an 

inspiration.  All us foodies know that the golden rule 

Dear Tipsy 

 

My name is Darcy and I’m nearly 2.  I 

love your newsletter column because I 

really, really, really love food.  I’ve 

grown tall enough to reach the bench 

and discovered that is where you find 

the best food.  

 

This month I ate 3 out of 5 layers of my 

big sister’s birthday cake, it was 

supposed to be a rainbow cake but I 

ate the blue, purple and pink 

layers.  My tummy was a bit too full to 

eat the green and yellow layers too.  

Apparently my poo was a funny colour 

the next day.  

 

If anyone leaves food on the bench, 

I’m pretty certain they’re leaving it 

there for me, I mean, they’d put it 

away if they didn’t want me to eat it, 

wouldn’t they?   So far I’ve eaten 1kg 

of Devon including the plastic wrap, a 

few sandwiches that were supposed to 

go in school lunch boxes and several 

muffins and cupcakes in their patty 

pans.  Actually even the empty patty 

pans are quite tasty!  Just last night I 

was able to sneak some lovely sliced 

rump steak before it made it into the 

frypan - very tasty. 

 

Thanks for your recipes, happy 

munching. 

 

From (Mr) Darcy 

is always ‘anything to please’, when it 

comes to getting treats out of yer humans, 

yer can wrap them around yer little paws in 

the flick of a tail. 

 

Thank yer so much Darcy, yer Fan Tail 

message has inspired me to work hard in 

me Test Kitchen and invent a new recipe 

dedicated to you. Please make this recipe 

and share it will all yer besties. 

 

Luv, Tipsy  

(Mr) Darcy doing his warm-up bench stretches 
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(Mr) Darcy’s Drops 
 

Ingredients 

 1 soft banana, squished 

 ½ cup milk 

 1 egg from me own chooks, lightly 

squished 

 ½ cup desiccated coconut 

 1 cup SR flour 

 Some coconut oil for frying 

 

Method 

 Mix the banana, egg and milk all together 

 Add the coconut and flour, and mix well, 

should be a thick pancake mix 

 Get yer human to heat a fry pan on the 

stove 

 Melt a little coconut oil in the pan 

 Drop teaspoons of the mix into the fry pan 

 Lick yer paws 

 When golden brown on one side, get yer 

human to help you flip them over 

 When golden on both sides, pop onto a 

wire rack to cool, lick yer paws 

 

Makes about 30 to 40 drops, depending on how 

many times yer lick yer paws in between 

dropping the drops.   

 

Can be frozen, but I reckon they are pawsome 

when eaten with friends immediately. 

Tipsy’s Test Kitchen… continued 

Credits: Photos courtesy of Tipsy’s Mum 

Above: I reckon this is the best photo EVER, (Mr) 

Darcy helping with the baking. 

 

Below:  Me in me Test Kitchen dropping with a 

fresh batch of (Mr) Darcy’s Drops. I look worried 

because I’m thinking I may have to share them 

with me sister Shadow. 

 

Below left: (Mr) Darcy showing his best manners. 
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2016 Annual Awards 

The Club held its Annual Awards presentations on 4 December 2016. These included the 

presentation of perpetual trophies, keepsakes for members who have earnt official titles with their 

dogs, and certificates of appreciation to members who have made a special contribution to the 

Club during the year. The Annual Awards recognised achievements from 1 November 2015 to 31 

October 2016. Details of recipients are provided below. Congratulations to all members for their 

efforts and contributions during the year. 

Many thanks to photographer Jane Richardson for capturing the occasion (unless noted). 

Companion Dog of the Year 
 
This is the Club’s oldest and most prestigious award, 

established in 1960 – just two years after the Club was 

established. The award was retired in 2008 when the Club 

established the Obedience Dog of the Year award to 

complement the Agility Dog of the Year award and the Flyball 

Dog of the Year Award. The Club’s Committee decided to 

revive the award this year to recognise outstanding 

achievements by handler and dog teams in any discipline(s) 

supported by the Club.  Outstanding achievement can 

include gaining high order titles within or across sports 

disciplines. Apart from achievement, the handler must have 

also made a contribution to the life of the Club throughout the 

year.  

 

This year the Companion Dog of the Year trophy is jointly 

awarded to Jake Blight and his Border Collie Sonic and 

Laraine Frawley and her Golden Retriever Loch. 

 

Left: The original (1960) Companion Dog of the Year engraved plate 

and the subsequent perpetual trophy (1968-2007). 

 

Photos: David Happold (top), Rachel McKeever (left) 
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2016 Annual Awards … continued 

 

 

Sonic and Loch have previously received the 

Obedience Dog of the Year award at the 

Club. Both have also previously attained their 

Australian Obedience Champion titles while 

Sonic has also attained her Australian 

Champion title in Tracking and her Australian 

Grand Champion title in Track and Search. 

This year both dogs achieved their Australian 

Rally Obedience Champion title and their 

Australian Obedience Grand Champion titles.  

They are both fitting recipients of the 

Companion Dog of the Year award - in the first 

year of its revival after an eight year hiatus. 

Jake and Laraine are both Life Members of the 

Club.  Laraine currently instructs in Agility and 

Rally-O and Jake co-ordinates the Club’s 

tracking activities and coaches members in the 

field. 

 

Both Jake and Laraine have previously won the 

Companion Dog of the Year award: Laraine 

with Goldies Tara in 1990 and Sian in 1999 and 

Jake with his Border Collie Super in 2001. 

 

This year we are presenting the Club’s original 

Companion Dog of the Year trophy to Jake 

and Laraine. This trophy was donated in 1960 

and used until 1968 when a new trophy was 

established. We intend to refurbish the 1960 

trophy plate and present it in subsequent years.  

  

In earning their RO Ch award Sonic and Loch 

were only separated by one point – with Sonic 

earning 977/1000 and Loch earning 978/1000. 

In earning their O Gr Ch award they were 

separated by thirteen points – with Sonic 

earning 957/1000 and five 1st places and Loch 

earning 944/1000 and four 1st places and one 

2nd place. 

 

Obedience Dog of the Year 

 
This is the Club’s most prestigious award for 

Obedience Trialling. The award is presented to 

the dog that has excelled in Obedience Trials 

during the year, preferably at or above Open 

level.  

 

Laraine Frawley and her Golden Retriever RO 

Ch Twigworth Jasper CDX RRD ORA SD GDX SPD 

JDX ADX RAE (‘Cam’) 

Cam achieved his Companion Dog Excellent 

title during the year with scores of 197, 188 and 

192 and he and Laraine are now preparing to 

trial at UD level. During 2016, Cam also 

demonstrated his versatility across a range of 

dog sports by titling in Agility and Rally 

Obedience. It has not always been an easy 

road for Cam or Laraine.  Cam is a real 

character - his larrikin nature better suited to 

retrieving and agility where he can dissipate 

some of his exuberant energy.  Obedience is a 

little bit more sedate, and requires calm, 

precise, flowing work. There has been many a 

trial or training session where Cam has spent 

more time trying to mug anyone in the ring for 

a kiss! He also had a hiatus after his second 

Open qualification when he was intimidated 

by another competitor’s dog during the Stay 

exercise. Laraine persevered and 'trained the 

dog she had' - not expecting him to be like her 

other Obedience Champions Loch and 

Banner.  Patience has paid off and Cam is now 

settling into and succeeding at the higher 

levels of obedience. 
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This is Laraine’s third Obedience Dog of the 

Year award – having won with two previous 

Goldies: Loch in 2009 and Banner in 2011. 

 

Flyball Dog of the Year 

 
This is the Club’s most prestigious award for 

Flyball. The award is presented to the dog that 

has excelled in Flyball competition as a 

member of the X-Factor team during the year. 

In order to be considered for this award the 

handler must have made a contribution to the 

life of the Club throughout the year. 

 

Rachael Eggins, Damon Muller and Labrador 

Retriever Oberon AFCh 

Obi is a loveable Labrador who is one of the 

most reliable members of the X-Factor team. 

Obi's reliability means he can be placed in any 

team and will run in any order. Obi has won 

several Flyball titles and is currently listed as 

‘Australian Flyball Champion’. Although Flyball 

is a race, speed means nothing without 

reliability and Obi has contributed to many X-

Factor wins.  

 

Both Rachael and Damon run Obi and both 

are equally valuable members of the X-Factor 

team. Rachael instructs in Obedience and 

Flyball and has contributed to the running of 

competitions. Damon is always willing to help 

out in whatever way he can, whether it's box 

loading, ball-shagging or running Obi. This year 

Damon has also joined the Flyball Sub-

committee. 

 

This is Rachael's second Flyball Dog of the Year 

award – having won with her previous Labrador 

Nicolae in 2004. 

Agility Dog of the Year 

 
This is the Club’s most prestigious award for 

Agility. The award is presented to the dog that 

has excelled in Agility Trials in the ACT during 

the year and is based on a pointscore system. 

In order to be considered for the award the 

handler must have also made a contribution to 

the life of the Club throughout the year. 

 

Lara Sedgmen and her Hungarian Vizsla Ch 

Graebrook Dublin Rogue (Dublin) RN ADX ADO 

JDX JDO GDX SD SPD NRA 

 

Lara and Dublin have taken the agility hat trick 

this year – earning the Novice Agility Dog of the 

Year award, Clear Round award and Agility 

Dog of the Year award.  This is a testament to 

their consistency, accuracy and speed in the 

trial ring. In addition to competing, Lara has 

also performed the role of trial secretary for the 

Club’s agility trials, supported Dogs ACT’s agility 

judges training scheme, participated in 

community demonstrations and instructed Rally

-O classes. This is Lara’s second Agility Dog of 

the Year award – having won with her previous 

Vizsla Rogan in 2011. 
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DANCES WITH DOGS AWARDS 
 

Tony Turner Award for DWD Heelwork to 

Music 

 
This award was not presented in 2016. 

 

Pavilion Trophy for DWD Freestyle 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has achieved high aggregate 

scores for any Freestyle titles and where the 

handler has made a contribution to life of the 

Club throughout the year.  

 

Raelene Stewart and her French Bulldog Paris 

(Frogwyck Bella Paris FS.S) 

Raelene and her French Bulldog, Paris has 

have some outstanding scores in DWD 

Freestyle competition this year. This team have 

been competing in DWD Freestyle for the last 

two years and never fail to deliver an 

entertaining, well choreographed and 

technically sound routine. 

 

Paris is four years old and has some health 

issues, which means Raelene has to monitor 

the amount of activity Paris undertakes and 

whether it is appropriate for her to compete 

‘on the day’. Despite this they always present a 

polished routine and Paris's enjoyment in the 

sport of DWD is always apparent on the dance 

floor. Raelene is on the Club’s DWD Sub-

Committee and participates in public 

demonstrations of the sport (and you might 

have seen Paris on NRMA Insurance ads on the 

TV). 

 

Raelene and Paris also won the Pavilion Trophy 

for DWD Freestyle last year. 

 

Big Mac DWD Encouragement Award 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to DWD training and has made 

commendable progress in class during the 

year.  

 

Sarah Tomlin and her Border Collie/Labrador X 

Ebony 

 

Sarah and Ebony started DWD in 2015 and 

have regularly attended the Club’s weekly 

classes as well as travelling to Sydney to attend 

additional DWD workshops. Ebony, who is 

almost three, is a highly food-motivated and 

extremely exuberant Border Collie x Labrador. 

Sarah's patient and persistent training has paid 

off as they have made wonderful progress and 

are a fabulous team. Sarah and Ebony are 

‘multi-talented’ and also participate in 

obedience and agility.  
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TRAINING AWARDS 
 

Cleo Award for Companion Level  

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has achieved the best results in the 

Companion stream on Competition Days 

during the year. 

 

Barbara Gough and her Labrador Retriever X 

‘Jack’ 

Barbara and Jack received the Goldberg 

Trophy for Best Comp Day performance last 

year with 1st places in Intermediate and 

Advanced and a 2nd place in Transition. This 

year they have progressed to the Primary and 

Secondary Companion classes and have 

continued delivering solid competition 

performances with a 1st place in Primary 

Companion and two Bronze medallions in 

Secondary Companion. This year Barbara has 

also managed to complete her instructor 

qualifications and is now passing on her 

knowledge and enthusiasm to the Club’s new 

members. 

 

Goldberg Trophy for Comp Day Pointscore 

Winner 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has achieved the best results on 

Competition Days during the year based on 

placings and scores.  

 

This year we had three Club members who 

progressed through each of the Club’s Level 

One classes on Comp Day, with each 

receiving placings on each occasion. 

 

Second runner-up: Cliff Day and his Border 

Collie Bailey – with an aggregate score of 

278/30 

 

First runner-up: Jack Elwin and his Border Collie 

Jazzy – with an aggregate score of 281/300  

 

Winner: Veronica Doerr and her Bernese 

Mountain Dog Bunsen 

 

Veronica and her young Berner ‘Bunsen’ 

started Kindi in August 2015. They have 

progressed through each level and are now in 

Primary Companion.  This year they achieved 

1st places in Intermediate, Advanced and 

Transition with an aggregate score of 297/300.  

Most Improved Dog Trophy 

 
This award is presented to the dog that has 

shown significant improvement in training in 

any discipline during the year through the 

dedication and commitment of its handler.  This 

award was donated in 1965 and is the Club’s 

third oldest trophy. 

 

Therese Smith and her Australian Kelpie Hector 

AD JD GD 

 

Therese and Hector have been training in 

agility for several years. Initially Hector was not 
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all that keen and Therese had to work really 

hard to motivate him. 

 

Hector needed lots of extra encouragement to 

get him to do the obstacles. Therese 

persevered with Hector - as she clearly enjoyed 

the game of agility and really wanted to 

Hector to enjoy it with her. Hector sometimes 

had other ideas and found running with other 

dogs to be a little more exciting. They have 

grown as a team through Therese’s patience. 

Having overcome Hector’s reluctance and low 

drive for agility, Therese and Hector tested 

themselves in the trial ring gaining their novice 

agility dog (AD) and novice jumping dog (JD) 

titles with 1st places in both disciplines. 

 

Therese is a member of the Agility Sub-

committee and has qualified as an agility 

instructor this year. Sadly just as Hector has 

started to gain his confidence in the game of 

agility he has sustained some injuries that may 

jeopardise his future in the sport.  We wish 

Hector a speedy recovery and hope that he 

may be able to play the game again, but if 

not, both he and Therese can take great pride 

in their achievements.  

Handler of the Year Award 

 
This award is presented to a member who has 

shown outstanding handling skills in training, 

competition and/or trials in any discipline 

supported by the Club during the year and 

who has brought credit to the Club through 

their commitment, dedication and conduct.  

 

Naarilla Hirsch and her Border Collie El’Shamah 

Arcus RE JD GD SD SPD 

 

Naarilla has been a handler and regular 

instructor in agility, obedience and rally-o at 

the Club for more than 10 years. Her Border 

Collie Arcus has not been the easiest dog to 

train. He has plenty of enthusiasm and drive for 

agility, but is very unforgiving if Naarilla slightly 

hesitates or is a whisker late with her cues. 

Naarilla has been trialling Arcus for several 

years and in that time many other teams have 

come up through the levels and gained their 

novice titles. Naarilla continues to patiently 

work Arcus - striving for a smooth run and an 

ever-elusive novice agility title. This year she has 

also trialled Arcus in Rally-O and has gained his 

Rally Excellent title. Naarilla is always willing to 

help other handlers with their training issues – in 

her role as an instructor and as a fellow class 

member. She epitomises dedication to training, 

Photo: Courtesy Naarilla Hirsch 
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learning and striving to do her best every time 

she steps into the ring with Arcus. They may not 

have been rewarded with clear rounds, but her 

persistence and patience is widely admired. 

 

Junior Handler of the Year Award 

 
This award is presented to a junior handler 

(under 16) who has regularly attended classes 

in any discipline and has made significant 

progress in training their dog during the year. 

This award was donated in 1961 and is the 

Club’s second oldest trophy. 

 

Jack Elwin and his Border Collie Jazzy 

14 year old Jack began training at the Club 

with his 17 month old Border Collie Jazzy in 

February 2016. He and Jazzy have excelled at 

each level and are now participating in the 

Primary Companion class. Along the way they 

have achieved a 1st place in Intermediate, 

Advanced, Transition and Primary Companion. 

Jack has proved a role model for much older 

class members – using every moment of class 

to practice exercises with his dog, actively 

seeking advice to improve his performance, 

and clearly putting in time at home to help 

Jazzy love her training. 

 

Jack is ably supported by his grandfather 

David Happold, who accompanies him to 

class each week and takes a keen interest in 

his progress. Jack also follows on the heels of 

his elder brother James who also won the 

Junior Handler of the Year award with his 

Dalmatian ‘Belle’ in 2012.  

 

TRACKING AWARDS 

 
Tracking Encouragement Award 
 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Tracking and/or Track & 

Search training and has made commendable 

progress during the year.  This award was 

donated by Jake Blight and is presented for 

the first time in 2016. 

 

For the inaugural year we recognise the 

dedication of two teams: 

 

Winner: Hilarie Kemp and her Australian Kelpie 

Hunter 

 

Hilarie and her Kelpie Hunter were regular 

attendees at Tuesday and Saturday tracking 

training sessions this year and have shown real 

dedication and commitment to tracking since 

2014.  Despite some setbacks Hunter has shown 

real progress in tracking and has improved his 

concentration and stamina as well as his 

overall confidence.  

 

At the start of the tracking season he was very 

distracted by kangaroos.  Hilarie - helped by 

husband and dedicated tracklayer John - 

trained regularly and overcame many 

difficulties.  Hilarie also helped many other 

members get their dogs started with tracking 
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this season - including John and their other dog 

Rookie, who also made great progress.   

 

Runner –up: Tegan Redman and her Miniature 

Schnauzer Viktor 

 

Tegan and her mini-schnauzer Viktor started 

tracking this year and they both made great 

progress during the season.  Even on the 

coldest of days Tegan (and her four year old 

son Ari) were regulars at tracking training - 

even sleet and snow did not deter them.  Viktor 

took to tracking from the outset and made 

excellent progress in his first season - tracking 

very reliably by the end of the season.  Tegan 

developed a good sense of how to read Viktor 

and young Master Ari was a great help at 

collection tracking poles!   

 

RALLY-O AWARDS 
 

Rally-O Encouragement Award 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Rally-O training and has made 

commendable progress during the year. 

 

Carmen Kong and Chinese Crested Dog 

(Powder Puff) Ben RN 

 

One thing that sets Rally Obedience apart is 

the opportunity to praise your dog in the trial 

ring. Of course, despite this, our dogs don’t 

always do exactly what we want them to do. 

Carmen has continued to persevere with 

building a positive and trusting relationship with 

her dog. She celebrates their achievements 

and looks at ways to ensure they can continue 

to improve. Early this year, after a couple of 

Rally-O trials where Ben decided that he would 

rather be elsewhere, she made the decision to 

withdraw from trialing for a while and focus on 

building their skills as a team. She has, however, 

continued to train and trial Ben in Agility, where 

for a little dog, he punches above his weight, 

and has recently achieved his first qualification 

with a first place! 

 

Carmen regularly attends training and, with her 

positive attitude, is an asset to the Club. She 

has made the wise choice to break down 

training into small parts, uses lots of rewards 

and makes her dog feel as if he is the most 

amazing dog in the world. 

 

Rally-O Achievement Award 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has excelled in Rally-Obedience 

trials during the year and where the handler 

has made a contribution to the life of the Club 

throughout the year. 

 

Jake Blight and his Border Collie O GR Ch RO 

Ch T Ch TS GR Ch Kityees Sonic UDX RAE AD 

ADO JDX JDO GDX SPD SD ET 

 

Laraine Frawley and her Golden Retriever O GR 

Ch RO Ch Fieldgold Scottish Loch UDX RAE RRD 

ADM ADO JDM JDO GDX SDX SPD 

 

With the introduction of the Rally-Obedience 

Masters title and the Australian Rally-

Obedience Champion title in 2016, two of the 

Club’s most experienced handler and dog 

teams returned to the Rally-O trial ring. Both 

these teams performed to an extremely high 

level and excelled in the ring. They were a joy 

to watch. These dogs are an absolute credit to 

their handlers and demonstrate the great 

expertise with which they have been trained. 

These handlers have contributed to the Club 

for many years. They instruct in multiple 

disciplines and generously share their dog 

training knowledge with their classes. 

 

In earning their Champion titles the dogs were 

separated by only one point (out of a 

maximum of 1000 points) and for this reason, 

the Rally-Obedience Achievement Award is 

shared between Jake Blight and his Border 

Collie Sonic and Laraine Frawley and her 

Golden Retriever Loch. 
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OBEDIENCE POINT SCORE 

AWARDS 
 

Jo Ballard Award for Community 

Companion Dog (CCD) 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate 

score qualifying for their Community 

Companion Dog (CCD) obedience title.  

 

Laraine Frawley and her Golden Retriever 

Morningmyst Lord Of The Isle CD RA (Tully) 

 

This team achieved their CCD title with a total 

of 291 points out of a possible 300 (including 

three first places).  

 

Novice (CD) Point Score Trophy 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate 

score qualifying for their Companion Dog (CD) 

title. Maximum possible total 600 points. 

 

Laraine Frawley and her Golden Retriever 

Morningmyst Lord Of The Isle CD RA (Tully) 

 

This team achieved their CD with a total of 577 

points out of a possible 600 (including one first 

place and one second places). 

 

 

Open (CDX) Point Score Trophy 
 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate 

score qualifying for their Open (CDX) title.  

 

Laraine Frawley and her Golden Retriever RO 

Ch Twigworth Jasper CDX RAE NRD RRD ORA 

ADX JDX SD SPD GDX (Cam) 

This team achieved their Open title with a total 

of 577 points out of a possible 600 including 

three first placings.  

 

Gumboot Trophy for Open (CDX) 

Obedience 

 

This award was not presented in 2016. 

 

Utility (UD) Point Score Trophy 

 
This award was not presented in 2016. 
 

Utility Dog Excellent (UDX) Point Score 

Trophy 

 
This award was not presented in 2016. 

 

FLYBALL AWARDS 
 

Morris Encouragement Award 
 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Flyball training and has made 

commendable progress during the year. 
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Gill Atkin and her Border Collie Caper  

 

Gill’s young Border Collie Caper can lack 

confidence and also has strong herding instinct 

- two quite challenging attributes for a budding 

Flyball dog. Despite this, Gill has persisted with 

Caper and has focused on making Flyball fun 

for both of them. Gill is always willing to learn 

new techniques and Caper has recently shown 

huge improvement in his training. Gill is very 

patient with Caper and has demonstrated 

over and over again that Caper's enjoyment of 

the sport and his safety is much more important 

than ribbons.  

 

Gill is also a much loved member of the X-

Factor team, especially when she provides 

delicious treats for the two-legged team 

members at competitions. Gill is always very 

positive about fellow team members, 

accepting of all the dogs’ individual traits and 

very welcoming of all new beginners.  

 

AGILITY AWARDS 
 

The following awards are based on results 

gained in agility and jumping trials sanctioned 

by the Australian National Kennel Council 

(ANKC). 

 

Novice Agility Dog of the Year 

 
This award is presented to the dog that has 

achieved the highest placings to gain its Agility 

Dog (AD) and Jumping Dog (JD) titles.  

 

Lara Sedgmen and her Hungarian Vizsla Ch 

Graebrook Dublin Rogue (Dublin) RN ADX ADO 

JDX JDO GDX SD SPD NRA with nine 1st places, 

and one 2nd place (out of a possible ten). 

 

Agility Clear Round Award 
 

This award is presented to the handler and 

dog team that has achieved a high level of 

consistency in local trials during the year. It is 

based on the number of qualifications gained 

at trials regardless of placings. 

 

Lara Sedgmen and her Hungarian 

Vizsla Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue 

(Dublin) RN ADX ADO JDX JDO GDX 

SD SPD NRA with 42 qualifications.  

 

NEW INSTRUCTORS 
 

Certificates are awarded to instructors who 

have qualified to teach any discipline during 

the year. This year we congratulate the 

following new instructors: 

 Justin Allen (Flyball) 

 Barbara Gough (Level One Obedience) 

 Maree Livermore (Level One Obedience) 

 Melinda Parrett (Level One Obedience) 

 Juliet Ward (Level One Obedience) 

 Jane Richardson (Level One Obedience) 

 Wendy Hathaway (Agility) 

 Simone Pensko (Agility) 

 Therese Smith (Agility) 

 Stephanie Windsor (Agility) 
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INSTRUCTOR LONG SERVICE 

AWARDS 
 

 Silver (10 years service): Pam Beesley 

(Obedience), Veronica Doerr 

(Obedience), Charlie Giles (Obedience), 

Linda Harper (Obedience), Barb Toohey 

(Obedience) 

 Gold (20 years service): Alison McCann 

(Obedience), Louise Raisin (Obedience), 

Lara Sedgmen (Obedience), Linda 

Spinaze (Obedience) 

 Honorary Instructor (25 years service): 

Janne Blunden 

 Honorary Instructor (35 years service): 

Mike Lynch 
 

CANINE CITIZENSHIP AWARD 
 

Canine Citizenship Awards are presented to 

members who regularly participate in Dogs-as-

Therapy activities. This year three new teams 

joined the Club’s Dogs-as-Therapy activities: 

 

 Sandra Beaton and Peggy 

 Betty Edwards and Bonnie 

 Megan Hinchley and Holly 

 

Certificates of Appreciation are also provided 

to the following Club members for their 

continuing support of Dogs-as-Therapy in 2016: 

 

 Karen Haines 

 Narelle Heywood 

 Sharon Kelly 

 Terri Keough 

 Mike Lynch 

 Kath McQuarrie 

 Pam Peppercorn 

 Debbie Perrin 

 Lesley Pothan 

 Beryl Sipes 

 Michael Slee 

 Joyce Thompson 

 Juliet Ward 

 

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 

 

We would like to thank all of the Club’s 

instructors for contributing 1800 volunteer hours 

in 2016 to help members with their obedience, 

rally-o, flyball, agility, dancing and tracking 

training – that’s more than 70 days! 

 

In addition to thanking our instructors, each 

year we present certificates to a small number 

of members and supporters for their special 

contribution to the Club during the year. This 

year’s certificates go to: 

 Amelia Allen for her generous support to 

Flyball activities at the Club 

 Paul Corkhill for his generous contribution 

of landscaping supplies to the Club 

 Wendy Hathaway for her assistance and 

oversight of the replacement of the 

Club’s irrigation system 

Above (L-R): New instructors Melinda Parrett (and 

Barney), Barbara Gough and Jack) and Juliet Ward 

(and Freda) 

Above (L-R): Instructors Linda Spinaze, Louise Raisin 

and Lara Sedgmen 
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL KENNEL 

COUNCIL TITLES 

 
Each year the Club recognizes the 

achievements of members who have 

competed in various dog sports that are 

supported by the Club. Competitions are 

regularly held in the ACT and throughout 

Australia at which dog and handler teams can 

test their competence against national 

performance standards in obedience, rally-o, 

agility, flyball, DWD and tracking. Members are 

presented with engraved glass coasters for 

titles earnt by their dogs during the year.  

 

This year members earnt 91 titles with 39 dogs in 

the following disciplines: 

 DWD – 1 

 Flyball – 6 

 Obedience – 13 

 Rally-O – 29 

 Agility – 42 

 

This year we had six outstanding trialling 

achievements: 

 

Two of the Club’s members achieved the 

highest award possible in obedience trialling – 

the Australian Obedience Grand Champion 

title. This title is awarded to dogs who having 

gained their Obedience Champion title and 

their Utility Dog Excellent title and then gain a 

further five passes in the UDX  ring of 185 points 

or more (out of 200). Congratulations to: 

 

 Jake Blight and his Border Collie Sonic 

 Laraine Frawley and her Golden Retriever 

Loch 

 

Three of the Club's members also attained their 

Australian Rally Obedience Champion title with 

their dogs. This title was offered for the first time 

in 2016 and is awarded to dogs who having 

gained their Rally Master title and then gain a 

further ten qualifying scores of 90 or more 

points (out of 100) in the Rally Master class. 

Congratulations to: 

 

 Ian Foster and his German Shorthaired 

Pointer Jess 

 Jake Blight and his Border Collie Sonic 

 Laraine Frawley and her Golden 

Retrievers Loch and Cam 

 

Other titles attained this year:  

 Di Adams’ Australian Cattle Dog Mirri RN 

 Di Adams’ Australian Cattle Dog Star CD 

RE 

 Deborah Apthorp’s Australian Kelpie X 

Border Collie Dash JD 

 Lynda Balfour’s Associate (Cavalier X 

Spaniel) Daisy ADX 

 Jake Blight’s Border Collie Sonic O.GR.CH 

RM RO.CH ADO JDO GDX 

 Vikki Evans’ Hungarian Puli Noddy CDX 

 Ian Foster’s German Shorthaired Pointer 

Jess RM RO.CH 

 Laraine Frawley’s Golden Retriever 

Cameron CDX RM RO.CH ADX JDX GDX 

 Laraine Frawley’ Golden Retriever Loch 

O.GR.CH RM RO.CH 

 Laraine Frawley’ Golden Retriever Tully 

CCD CD RN RA 

 John Gryniewicz’s German Shepherd 

Dog Woof CDX 

 Wendy Hathaway’s Border Collie X Wilson 

AD 

 Mara Herba’s Siberian Husky Jingles HTM.S 

 Naarilla Hirsch’s Border Collie Arcus RE JD 

 Pamela Hunt’s Welsh Corgi Sam SPDX 

 Kate Jarvis’s Siberian Husky Luka FD 

 Kate Jarvis’s Siberian Husky Tilly FDCh 

AFCh 

 Jeanette Johnson’s Finnish Lapphund 

Lexie RN 

 Terri Keough’s Shetland Sheepdog Jasper 

CCD RE 

 Terri Keough’s Shetland Sheepdog 

Murphy RN 

 Carmen Kong’s Chinese Crested Dog 

(Powder Puff) Ben RN 

 Louise Larcan’s Siberian Husky Ruby FMCh 

ONYX 

 Maree Livermore’s Australian Kelpie Melly 

RN JD 

 Maree Livermore’s Australian Kelpie Bean 

RN 

 Kay Malone’s Border Collie Jamie CCD  

CD RN 

 Cath Perry’s Golden Retriever Keetah RE  

RAE AD JD GD SPD 

 Cath Perry’s Golden Retriever Leah RM 

 Lara Sedgmen’s Hungarian Viszla Dublin 

RN AD ADX ADO JD JDX JDO GD GDX SD 

SPD 

 Lara Sedgmen’s German Shorthaired 

Pointer Polo RM 

 Beryl Sipes’ Associate Bailey RE 

 Therese Smith’s Australian Kelpie Hector 

AD JD GD 

 Linda Spinaze’s Border Collie Brunig ADX 

JDM JDO SD 

 Denise Stirzaker’s Associate Pixie AD GDX 

 Cathy Vaughan’s Border Collie Logan 

FMCh 
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 Airlie White’s Border Collie Wicca JDO GD 

 Christine Woodgate’s Airedale Terrier 

Keats CCD 

 Geoff Woodman’s Golden Retriever 

Bronte RA 

 Geoff Woodman’s Golden Retriever 

Hamish CD RAE JDX SD SPD 

 Geoff Woodman’s Golden Retriever Kirsty 

RA GD SD 

 

 

www.frenchlanguageschool.com.au - 0438 297 725 

Lynn Harden’s 

Beginners graduation 

class, November 2016 

(Photo: June Rowe) 

http://www.frenchlanguageschool.com.au
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     Agility Action 

By Linda Spinaze — Convenor 

Welcome everyone to the start of a new agility 

year. We hope that you are all keen to resume 

agility training and trialling in 2017.  

 

Firstly a big thank you to Pamela Hunt for 

hosting a fun and fitness class over the 

Christmas break. 

 

You will now know that the Club’s general 

training classes have changed from five 

sessions per year to four terms per year, now 

aligned with the ACT Government’s school 

terms.  Agility has not changed to the four-term 

system and will – for this year at least – maintain 

the five-session system.  The reason for this is 

partly because traditionally we do not have a 

Beginners intake in June/July due to the cold 

weather, and we did not have time to discuss 

the ramifications of the change before the new 

year began.  It is on our agenda for discussion 

this year. 

 

We have already received our new light-

weight contact A-frame and dog-walk. Thanks 

to Amanda Delaney and Kylie White for picking 

the equipment up from Gosford.  Please 

remember to be careful with the A-frame and 

dog-walk as they are fragile and can be bent 

easily if dropped or banged on the shed as 

they are carried in and out.  Soon we will have 

some large trolleys in which to carry and store 

the A-frames. Kylie did a great job of re-

painting the jumps over the break, and the 

shed is now even more organised. 

 

Since the last issue of the magazine we have 

had two more aspirant instructors qualify to 

become agility instructors.  Congratulations to 

Kylie White and Lucy Jesiolowski. 

 

On the first weekend of March the Agility Sub-

Committee hosted a weekend of workshops  

and instruction for Club members by an 

eminent agility instructor from Queensland, 

Maria Thiry (Red Dog Agility).  The wet weather 

on Saturday was less than ideal - but did not 

dampen the commitment or enthusiasm of 

handlers or dogs. 

 

We had a big Beginners intake this session, but 

fortunately some of the handlers decided to 

delay their training, so the Beginners' class is a 

good size.  If you are thinking of starting agility 

make sure you check out the information on 

the Club’s website, then fill out the special 

agility form in the Club Office so that you can 

be put on the waiting list.  We have four 

Beginners intakes a year, and classes run for 

two months.  While you are on the waiting list, 

practice walking your dog on your right side, 

recalls with distractions, focus games and keep 

your dog away from desserts (it need to be slim 

to do agility)! 

 

Interested in agility but not sure what it’s all 

about? Why not come out to the Club’s two-

day agility trial on Easter Saturday and Easter 

Sunday and watch handlers and dogs having 

lots of fun negotiating a variety of obstacle 

courses with speed and control.  

 

 

Maria Thiry explains a handling manoeuvre to workshop 

participants (Photo: Anne Robertson) 
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Results for Club members only 

 

Master Jumping Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW) SCT: 200: 44 s 300: 44 s 400: 42 s 500: 40 s  

 600: 42 seconds 

 1st 500 Illoura Jet ADM2 JDM GD (Border Collie) Greg Collins 27.16s 

 3rd 500 Flatout Joey ADM JDM ADO JDO GDX SDX SPDM (Australian Shepherd) Denise 

Iglesias 31.40s 

 4th 500 AgCh Kellie ADM32 JDM34 ADO32 JDO42 GDM SPDM SDM (Associate) Greg Collins 

33.96s 

 1st 600 Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN NRA ADX ADO JDX JDO GDX SD SPD (Hungarian 

Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 36.30s 

Excellent Jumping Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW) SCT: 200: 45 s 300: 45 s 400: 43 s 500: 41 s  

 600: 41 seconds 

 1st 400 Phoebe JD AD (Associate) Christine Rees 42.51s 

Novice Jumping Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW) SCT: 200: 44 s 300: 44 s 400: 42 s 500: 40 s  

 600: 40 seconds 

 1st 500 Dash (Associate) Dr Deborah Apthorp 23.98s 

 2nd 500 Ameroo Quiz CCD RE (Sporting Register) Vikki Evans 31.48s 

Novice Agility Judge: Ms Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 200: 66 s 300: 65 s 400: 64 s 500: 63 s  

 600: 64 seconds 

 2nd 500 Kerodan Triplechoc Surprise JD (Border Collie) Amanda Delaney 41.02s 

 3rd 500 Ameroo Quiz CCD RE (Sporting Register) Vikki Evans 52.94s 

Master Agility Judge: Ms Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 200: 63 s 300: 62 s 400: 61 s 500: 60 s  

 600: 61 seconds 

 1st 500 AgCh Kellie ADM32 JDM34 ADO32 JDO42 GDM SPDM SDM (Associate) Greg Collins 

46.67s 

Open Jumping Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW) SCT: 40 seconds1 

 3rd AgCh Kellie ADM32 JDM34 ADO32 JDO42 GDM SPDM SDM (Associate) Greg Collins 

29.30s 

 4th Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN NRA ADX ADO JDX JDO GDX SD SPD (Hungarian Vizsla) 

Lara Sedgmen 32.21s 

 8th Ameroo Quiz CCD RE (Sporting Register) Vikki Evans 39.10s 

Open Agility Judge: Ms Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 63 seconds8 

 1st Illoura Jet ADM2 JDM GD (Border Collie) Greg Collins 30.26s 

 3rd AgCh Kellie ADM32 JDM34 ADO32 JDO42 GDM SPDM SDM (Associate) Greg Collins 

37.19s 

 5th Brunig ADX JDM JDO GD SPD SD (Associate) Linda Spinaze 40.14s 

 6th Kerodan Wicca Spirit AD JD GD JDO (Border Collie) Mr R & Mrs A White 41.16s 

 8th Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN NRA ADX ADO JDX JDO GDX SD SPD (Hungarian Vizsla) 

Lara Sedgmen 44.85s 

Excellent Agility Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW) SCT: 200: 69 s 300: 69 s 400: 67 s 500: 66 s  

 600: 67 seconds 

 2nd 500 Kerodan Wicca Spirit AD JD GD JDO (Border Collie) Mr R & Mrs A White 44.37s 

Master Agility Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW) SCT: 200: 70 s 300: 70 s 400: 67 s 500: 64 s  

 600: 67 seconds 

 2nd 500 AgCh Kellie ADM32 JDM34 ADO32 JDO42 GDM SPDM SDM (Associate) Greg Collins 

39.84s 

 3rd 600 Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN NRA ADX ADO JDX JDO GDX SD SPD (Hungarian 

Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 53.13s 

Master Jumping Judge: Ms Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 200: 44 s 300: 43 s 400: 42 s 500: 41 s  

 600: 42 seconds 

 1st 500 Illoura Jet ADM2 JDM GD (Border Collie) Greg Collins 28.87s 

 2nd 500 AgCh Kellie ADM32 JDM34 ADO32 JDO42 GDM SPDM SDM (Associate) Greg Collins 

34.06s 

Excellent Jumping Judge: Ms Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 200: 41 s 300: 40 s 400: 39 s 500: 38 s  

 600: 39 seconds 

 2nd 500 Melly JD RN (Associate Register) Ms Maree Livermore 27.89s 

 3rd 500 Wilson RN AD JD (Associate) Mrs Wendy Hathaway 31.40s 

Results from the Agility Trial, 5 November 2016 



Agility trial results (5 November 2016) … continued 
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Novice Jumping Judge: Ms Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 200: 39 s 300: 38 s 400: 37 s 500: 36 s  

 600: 37 seconds 

 1st 300 Happylea Upper Class RN (Chinese Crested Dog) Miss C Kong 24.85s 

 2nd 300 Neut Ch Anwyl Izybela (Welsh Corgi (Pembroke)) Ms Pamela Hunt 32.37s 

 1st 500 Dash (Associate) Dr Deborah Apthorp 23.54s 

 1st 500 Bean RN (Associate Register) Ms Maree Livermore 23.54s 

Results from the Gamblers Trial, 6 December 2016 

Results for Club members only 

 

Novice Gamblers Judge: Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 65 seconds 1 

 1st Albiglen Nicoles Choise (West Highland White Terrier) Simone Pensko 64.08s 53 

 2nd Wilson RN AD JD (Associate) Mrs Wendy Hathaway 63.81s 52 

 3rd Zing (Associate Register) Mrs Kylie White 64.17s 50 

 4th Dash (Associate) Dr Deborah Apthorp 63.09s 49 

 5th Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CCD RN (Brittany) Judith Barlow 64.11s 48 

 6th Kerodan Triplechoc Surprise AD JD (Border Collie) Amanda Delaney 63.81s 44 

Excellent Gamblers Judge: Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 63 seconds 2 

 1st Oliver Brown JD GD AD (Sporting Register) Barbara Brown 57.33s 68 

 2nd Kerodan Wicca Spirit ADX JD GD JDO (Border Collie) Mr R & Mrs A White 59.98s 66 

 5th Uwish U Were My Material Girl JD AD GD SD SPD (Brittany) Ms Fiona Fraser 59.22s 63 

 6th Sam ADX ADO JDX GD SDX SPDX RAE (Associate) Ms Pamela Hunt 54.84s 61 

 7th Souwestie High Fashion JD AD SPD GD SD (West Highland White Terrier) Simone Pensko 

57.84s 59 

Master Gamblers Judge: Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 60 seconds3 

 1st OGrCh TSGrCh ROCh TCh Kityees Sonic RAE AD JDX ADO GDX SD SPD ET (Border Collie) 

Jake Blight 57.92s 87 

Results from the Agility Trial, 4 February 2017 

Results for Club members only 

 

Novice Agility Judge: Ms Vanessa Dowson (NSW) SCT: 200: 66 s  300: 65 s  400: 64 s  500: 63 s   

 600: 64 seconds 

 1st 500 Dash JD (Associate) Dr Deborah Apthorp 38.55s  

 2nd 500 Zing (Associate Register) Mrs Kylie White 42.65s  

 3rd 500 Neut GrCh Caerhays Glen Hamish CD RAE JDX GD SPD SD (Golden Retriever) G & Dr 

P Woodman 52.20s  

 4th 500 Ameroo Quiz CCD RE (Sporting Register) Vikki Evans 59.63s  

Open Agility Judge: Ms Vanessa Dowson (NSW) SCT: 68 seconds 

 3rd AgCh 500 Dazzle UD RE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDM SPDM (Australian Kelpie) Barbara 

Brown 43.30s  

Open Jumping Judge: Mr Terry Griffin (NSW) SCT: 44 seconds5 

 2nd Oliver Brown JD GD AD (Sporting Register) Barbara Brown 28.30s  

 3rd Brunig ADX JDM JDO GD SPD SD (Associate) Linda Spinaze 29.42s  

Master Jumping Judge: Mr Terry Griffin (NSW) SCT: 200: 48 s  300: 47 s  400: 45 s  500: 44 s   

 600: 46 seconds 

 1st 600 Brunig ADX JDM JDO GD SPD SD (Associate) Linda Spinaze 35.45s  

Excellent Jumping Judge: Mr Terry Griffin (NSW) SCT: 200: 48 s  300: 47 s  400: 44 s  500: 43 s   

600: 45 seconds 

 1st 500 Kerodan Triplechoc Surprise AD JD GD (Border Collie) Amanda Delaney 34.49s  

 2nd 500 Dash JD (Associate) Dr Deborah Apthorp 36.47s  

Novice Jumping Judge: Mr Terry Griffin (NSW) SCT: 200: 38 s  300: 37 s  400: 35 s  500: 34 seconds 

 1st 200 Albiglen Nicoles Choise (West Highland White Terrier) Simone Pensko 20.1s  

 3rd 500 Bean RN (Associate Register) Ms Maree Livermore 20.92s  

 4th 500 Ameroo Quiz CCD RE (Sporting Register) Vikki Evans 30.46s  
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The article below, by Ken Ramirez, is reproduced from the Karen Pryor Clicker Training website 
(see www.clickertraining.com/ken-letter-reindeer-games). It was published in December last 

year. A trainer and consultant for nearly 40 years, Ken is the author of several books and DVDs, 
including ‘Animal training: Successful animal management through positive reinforcement’, 

which has become required reading for many trainers in the zoological field. 
This article shows how quickly we can teach animals desirable behaviours using observation, 

timing and appropriate reinforcement.  

   Training Tips 

Reindeer games 

While I was in Europe recently, I was invited to a 

zoological conference to present a talk on the 

importance of training for improved welfare. I 

had no plans of doing any training 

demonstrations during the conference. 

However, I ended up conducting an 

impromptu training session with a male 

reindeer during a tour at a local zoo. 

 

Several of us were admiring a herd of reindeer 

when a keeper entered the enclosure to do a 

late-afternoon 

cleaning. The keeper, 

Paolo, had to push 

away a large male 

reindeer that was 

getting too close for 

comfort. Paolo 

laughed as he 

explained that the 

male was very unruly 

and always gets in the 

way during cleaning. 

One of the conference 

attendees said, “You 

should get Ken to train 

him.” 

 

Paolo replied, “Oh, 

he’s not trainable.” 

“Ken says anything is 

trainable,” shouted 

another attendee. 

Paolo scoffed, “Love 

to see him try!” 

 

I tried to focus on my zoo map and ignore the 

undesirable behaviour of colleagues coaxing 

me into a training session. I don’t normally like 

doing training demos with animals I don’t 

know, especially when it comes in the form of a 

challenge. But it was too late; everyone was 

looking at me and asking me to try training this 

pushy reindeer. It was clear that I wasn’t going 

to get out of doing something, so I decided to 

turn the situation into a problem-solving session. 

I asked Paolo why he thought this reindeer was 

not trainable. Paolo explained that the male 

always gets in the way during cleaning, which I 

was witnessing firsthand, and nothing could 

dissuade the male reindeer from interfering 

and obstructing. 

 

I pointed out that, because the male reindeer 

has so much interest in the keepers, we might 

be able to turn that into a good thing. I asked 

Paolo what he thought the reindeer wanted. 

Paolo explained that 

the male liked to lick 

the keeper’s hands 

and arms. I 

commented, “It seems 

to me that this male 

either likes people or 

he’s seeking the salty 

flavour of your skin—

maybe both.” 

 

The zoo staff hadn’t 

named their reindeer, 

so I decided to call this 

curious male Rudy. I 

asked Paolo, “What 

would you like Rudy to 

do when you’re in the 

enclosure?” Paolo said 

that he just wanted to 

be left alone when he 

was working. I asked if I 

could use Rudy’s 

remaining food as a 

reinforcer to try some training, but Paolo 

informed me that the reindeer had eaten for 

the day. The only possibility remaining was hay, 

which Rudy had been foraging on most of the 

afternoon. 

 

While I was talking to Paolo I was standing 

outside the enclosure, leaning over the fence, 

and Rudy started trying to lick my hands. I said 

that I wasn’t sure how well this would work, but 

since there was no food available, I was going 

http://www.clickertraining.com/ken-letter-reindeer-games
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Reindeer games … continued 

  

JPs in the ACT serve the community primarily by: 

  administering oaths or affidavits and taking 

statutory declarations and affirmations 

  witnessing signatures, and 

  attesting and certifying documents. 

  

The Club’s Shop Manager, Katrina Morton, is an ACT Justice 

of the Peace. 

  

Katrina is available on Wednesday mornings during training 

classes to help members with any JP matters. 

NEED A JP? 

to use Rudy’s desire to lick me as a reinforcer. 

 

I suggested that we pick a behaviour for Rudy 

that would be acceptable to all of the 

keepers. After some discussion, we chose 

walking away from the keepers and standing 

by one of the large trees in the exhibit. The 

exhibit would serve as a station. I began by 

making a tongue click sound with my mouth 

and paired that sound with offering Rudy the 

opportunity to lick my hand. I did that five or six 

times, and then I started moving along the 

fence to see if Rudy would follow me. Rudy was 

focused on me, and went where I went. I 

clicked my tongue, and then let him lick my 

hand. In just a few minutes, it was clear to me 

that he understood the meaning of the click. 

 

Next, I decided to stop offering my hand to see 

how Rudy would respond. He stared at me for 

about 30 seconds, and then he pushed on the 

fence where I was standing. He looked a bit 

frustrated, and finally he turned to walk away. I 

let him get one step away from me, then I 

clicked my tongue and offered him my hand 

again, which he came back to lick eagerly. I 

pulled my hand away and waited; Rudy stared 

again, and finally he walked away. I let him 

walk a few steps further, then clicked and 

offered my hand. At that point, everyone 

watching laughed and clapped because they 

understood what I was doing. Most important, 

they could see Rudy responding to the training 

game and learning! (I was so tickled that this 

was working as well as it was. Talk about 

training under pressure!) 

 

Over the next five minutes I approximated 

Rudy to a tree halfway across the habitat. Rudy 

was now running to the tree the minute I pulled 

my hand away, which had now become the 

cue to go to the tree. He would wait by the 

tree until I clicked, then come trotting back. 

Curiously, he always circled around the tree 

when he got there, which I thought was cute 

and accepted as part of the behaviour. The 

entire training process occurred in less than ten 

minutes. 

 

The session became a very powerful 

demonstration of basic training and shaping; it 

illustrated the power of training as a 

communication tool between teacher and 

learner. I used the opportunity to talk to the 

group about redirection and the finding 

incompatible behaviour to replace unwanted 

behaviour. The training also provided an 

excellent example of alternative reinforcers 

and how to use what the animal already finds 

reinforcing. I can’t remember the last time I 

was put on the spot like that, but it reinforced 

the training message from my keynote talk the 

day before. 

 

It was a very cool experience and a great 

reminder that training doesn’t have to be 

complicated. I ended up coming back to visit 

the reindeer habitat frequently that night. 

When Rudy saw me approaching, he ran 

straight to me. Rudy’s enthusiasm was so funny 

to watch. Throughout the evening, conference 

attendees asked me to go visit the reindeer 

because they wanted to watch Rudy gallop 

over to greet me. It was a very cool experience 

and a great reminder that training doesn’t 

have to be complicated. The tools I used were 

very basic: good timing and appropriate 

reinforcers combined with observing and 

responding to the behaviour and desires the 

animal demonstrates. And, the task was 

completed in a relatively short session. I hope 

that the zookeepers maintain the training that 

we started that night and that Rudy continues 

to join in his new reindeer games! 

 

Happy training! 
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Surely these hounds are not associated with the Club?  

Good companions would never do such a thing!  

Their mother knows who they are but we will just have to 

keep wondering ….  
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Do you have a photo you’d like to  

share with other members through  

The Good Companion? 
 

 Send to: contact@actcdc.org.au 

SMILE — YOU’RE ON CCTV 
  

The Club’s buildings and grounds are under  

constant video camera surveillance  

to provide better security and safety for members. 

Above: Blokes with Borders - Oscar (left) and Shadow (right). It seems the blokes have been 

practising ’dogs on laps’ rather than ‘dogs on mats’ -  each to their own, eh! 

(Photo: Shadow’s Mum) 



               Comp Day Results 

Session Five — 27 November 2016 
Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so 

that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue. 

BEGINNERS (assessed in class on Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday) 

Jo McKenzie & Gatsby Lisa Kay & Panda Steve Dempsey & Tara 

Bronwyn Kenyon & Luna Julia Cooper & Daphne Andrew Dunlop & Andy 

Cathy Hoekzema & Opie Colette Boraso & Arya Andrew Calwell & Howard 

Heather Cook & Max Joanna [ ] & Ollie Sam [ ] & Winston 

Antony [ ] & Caesar Kirsty [ ] & Issa Harrison [ ] & Casper 

Katherine [ ] & Nero Natasha Scandrett & Axel Jane Fleming & Tillie 

Laura Bayer & Roughy Susan Edwards & Dudley Kate Barker & Dot 

Bronwen Shelley & Archie Brandon Wood & Gertrude Emmalee Joyce-Piper  & Tilly 

Stacey Rigney & Macros Gill Atkin & Chilli Delese Brewster & Pippa 

Nathaniel/Patricia Martino & 

Darcey 

Julia Ballat & Abbi Desley Sharpe & Dudley 

Melissa Carter & Arnie Ryan Winn & Tilly Jane Vickers & Roxy 

Alex Darnley-Stuart & Eden Peter Karmel & Gatsby Tim Kilby & Malia 

Suzanne Paterson & Minnie Ross Baker & Jenny Phoebe Zardo & Dusty 

Liam Mohr & Pluto [ ] Daniel & Jack Roberta [ ] & Phantom 

Richard Poulton & Marco Polo Janette Kyle & Megatron Eve Kelly & Esky 

Carolyn Jarvis & Meg Bridie Doyle & Ita Jenny Stirzaker & Kaylee 

Anne Bryan & Monte Michell Morosi & Cooper Elizabeth Ormerod & Sheba 

Brent Noble & Pickle Melissa Morella & Frankie Malena Bruessel & Lukas 

Anne Willenborg & Otis Joanne Piper & Molly David Haughie & Kochanski 

Sue cachet & Teo Emma Owens & Burger Jess Murray & Kylo 

Jenny Collins & Baxter Helen Tyrrell & Chester Trudi Simpson & Harper 

Ashleigh Shaw & Lexi Emily Stirzaker & Kaylee Linda Chung & Toby 

Sarah Boddington & Tashi Lauren Stokoe & Boof  

INTERMEDIATE   

Judge: Lynn Harden 

1st: Mikalea Friend & 26 2nd: Kitty Di Cario & Cindy 3rd: Erin Livingston & Ein 

Judge: Rowan McKeever 

1st: Laura Szczerbiak & Sisco 2nd: Maria Bartu & Luna 3rd: Natalie Patrick & Kashmir 

Judge: Gabby Luksza 

1st: Kirsty Myssonski & Remi 2nd: Jakob Dreher & Lalka 3rd: Dave Tindall & Remy 

Judge: Jane Richardson 

1st: Robert Greig & Monty 2nd: Shelby Trevillian & Smoky 3rd: Jocelyn Newman & Bridie 

Judge: Sharon Carver 

1st: Cameron Haines & Pippa 2nd: Lesley Page & Georgia 3rd: Dianne Gallasch & Maya 

Other passes:  Tony Frazer & Sullivan Amanda Biffen & Loki 

Matthew Harryson & Kepler Simon Noveski & Mia Debbie Sever & Oli 

Rachel Henderson & Rufus Susannah Frith & Scout Susan Akhurst & Henry 
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Comp Day — 27 November 2016 … continued 
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Melanie Edwards & Darcy Daniel Webber & Nelson Tara Pearce & Otto 

Susan Barnard & Ciara Anne Monahan & Kamin Linda Randall & Lexie 

Chris Blackall & Buffy   

ADVANCED   

Judge: Stuart Barrow 

1st: Vicky Withers & Goose 2nd: Lyndal Walters & Ellie 

3rd: Alison Anzalone &  

Whiskey 

Judge: Barbara Gough 

1st: Sharon D’Arcy & Ollie = 2nd: Meredith Batten & Dolly Gray 

Rebecca Jeffcoat & Ernest 3rd: Ben Chatewutz & Rissole 

Other passes: George Moustakas & Snowy Carl Chang & Fez 

Sarah Rabe & Ginger Tracey Rail & Ama Gabriel Morosi & Fromie 

Simone Hey & Floki   

TRANSITION Judge: Heather McPherson  

1st: Nicole Fallon & Mia 2nd: Inta Smith & Franklin 3rd: Kathleen Plowman &  

Nellie 

Other passes:  Martin Desmet & Bruno  

PRIMARY COMPANION Judge: Louise Raisin 

1st: Jack Elwin & Jazzy 2nd: Tracey Wallis & RJ 3rd: Terri Keough & Murphy 

Other passes: Bridget Graham & Mia Angela Brooks & Freddie 

SECONDARY COMPANION Judge: Joyce Thompson SILVER:  Liz Burman & Elsie 

BRONZE (2nd): Rupert Winkler & Indy BRONZE (3rd): Lorelle D’Arcy & Hattie BRONZE (4th): Michael  

Parsons & Mable 

Graduates of the pilot Foundation training course 

 

Congratulations to the following  members who successfully completed the Club’s new Foundation course 

that was piloted  by instructors Anne Robertson and Hilarie Kemp  

in August-November 2016: 

 

Chris Bashford & Jess, Lydia and Kate Brodie & Luna, Yule Fitzgerald & Gerty, Caitlin and George Nattey & 

Goose, Lillian Noble & Snicker, Alexandra Payne and Daniel Rens & Charlee, Robyn Thurecht & Sophie and 

Paul Tys & Pippa 

 

Graduates of the pilot Consolidation training course 

 

Congratulations to the following  members who successfully completed the Club’s new Consolidation 

course that was piloted  by instructor Lesley Pothan  

in October-November 2016: 

 

Alex  Fraser & Baxter, Shanell Gadd & Bondi and Sonia King & Reason  

 

Comp Day photos by June Rowe 

 

Copies of all photos can be ordered from the Club Office 

 



Comp Day  — 27 November 2016 

 

Intermediate 

 

(Top left)  

Mikaela Friend  

& 26 

 

(Top centre)  

Laura  

Szczerbiak  

& Sisco 

 

Advanced 

 

(Top right) 

Vicky Withers  

& Goose 

 

(Middle left) 

Sharon D’Arcy 

& Ollie 

 

Transition 

 

(Middle centre) 

Nicole Fallon  

& Mia 

 

Primary  

Companion 

 

(Bottom left) 

Jack Elwin  

& Jazzy  

 

Secondary  

Companion 

 

(Bottom centre) 

Liz Burman  

& Elsie 
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 Flyball Feats 

By Rhonda Cameron — Flyball Liaison 

Changes to training times 

 

2017 brings significant changes and 

improvement to how flyball is conducted at 

CDC. Flyball training is now run on three days of 

the week: Tuesday for advanced handlers, 

Wednesday for beginners and intermediate, 

and Sunday for individual sessions and 

competition preparation. The separation of 

training days and times will enable a more 

streamlined approach to the progression of 

handlers and dogs through their various 

learning stages.  

 

The new training days and times are: 

 Advanced -Tuesday 6.45pm to 8.45pm 

 Beginners - Wednesday 6.30pm to 

7.30pm 

 Intermediate - Wednesday 7.30pm to 

8.30pm 

 Individual and competition preparation – 

Sunday 4.00pm to 6.00pm (on demand) 

 

Flyball training is overseen by training manager 

Justin Allen and Rachael Eggins. Amelia Allen 

assists at all training sessions to ensure that 

everything runs smoothly. 

 

Competition round up 

 

The X-Factor Team has been busy competing 

at several competitions over the last months, in 

both club and open format competitions.  Late 

2016 saw the introduction of new competition 

dogs into the fold and the return of ‘old’ 

handlers. Of note is the return of Gill Atkin and 

Caper at the Tuggeranong competition and 

Rhonda Cameron and Boston (below) earning 

their first title points together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The X-Factor gang attended the Belconnen 

Santa Paws competition, which is an 

afternoon/evening competition under lights. 

This competition marks the beginning of the 

festive season activities. The relaxed evening 

was enhanced by perfect weather and a pop-

up dinner which was supplied by team 

members. Competing at this competition were 

Claire and Humphrey, Rachael and Obie, 

Rhonda and Boston, Kate with Luka and Tilly, 

plus Teresa and Romeo from the Wollongong 

Wolf Blasters. Cathy and Logan, and Justin and 

Garth also attended and raced in another 

open team. 

Several X-Factor handlers attended the 

ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show in February. A 

combination open team of X-Factor and 

Wollongong Wolf Blasters successfully 

competed and placed first in third division.  

Cathy and Logan also ran in open format with 

the Crossfires. 

Above: Cathy Vaughan and Logan waiting for 

the green lights to “Go” at the Canberra Show  

Above: Luka, the teams start dog, ran all races 

clean for the two day competition. 
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Flyball feats  … continued 

Of further note was the retirement of Kate Jarvis 

and Louis Lacarn’s 13 year old Huskie Ruby. 

Kate and Louis  have raced Ruby successfully 

for several years and believe it is now time for 

Ruby to spend some well-deserved rest on her 

favourite chair (below).  

Rhonda’s Boston was also presented with the 

judges’ encouragement award as a new flyball 

dog who showed great consistency and 

improvement over the three day event (see 

photo previous page and below).  

 

Luka, the latest addition to Louis and Kate’s 

rescue Huskies, put in a solid performance and 

ran every race clear over the weekend.  This 

competition was also Justin Allen’s comeback 

to officiating as an Australian Flyball Association 

Representative.  As AFA Rep Justin had 

responsibility for officiating disputes and 

clarifying decisions where needed.  

Sub-committee news 

 

2017 has also seen Jess McNamara-Rice, an X-

Factor stalwart, step down from the position of 

Flyball convenor at the Club after five years at 

the helm. Life has become more demanding of 

late with an additional surname to remember 

(marriage) and another four legged member 

of the household to train (her Hungarian Vizsla 

puppy Risk ). Everyone in the X-Factor gang 

appreciates the time and effort that Jess has 

given to Flyball over the years to ensure that it 

continues to be an active sport at the Club. 

Thanks Jess! 

 

Above: Boston showing the form that got him 

awarded his achievement award  

Above: Winners are grinners - the Woofies after their 

3rd Division win at the Royal Canberra Show. 

(L-R) Catherine and Danny with Taxi the team 

mascot, Teresa with Romeo and Sacha, Rhonda 

and Boston, Kylie and Freckles, Louis and Ruby, Bea 

team supporter and Kate and Luka. 

Above: Risk and Peanut - Jess’s wedding 

attendants on the big day!  
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Forage Mats - Specially for puppies - sprinkle 

some dry kibble in a mat and watch them use 

all their senses to find the food. Great physical 

and mental exercise just $25.00.  For the Flyball 

enthusiast - or just for fun - the PAWS Shoppe 

has a new-style 90cm Tug Toy for $15.00.  The 

Forage Mats and Tug Toys are locally made so 

please ask at the shop if you would like one 

made in your favourite colours. 

  

The shop’s stock list of training aids (including 

food rewards) is on page 54. 

  

We have a range of Black Dog training collars, 

halters, flyball harnesses and leads in stock. 

You are welcome to come along and have a 

look at any of the training equipment when the 

shop is open, and to have it custom-fitted for 

your dog. It is particularly important to ensure 

that any training harness is fitted by one of our 

instructors to ensure that the size and style is 

right for your dog. We recommend a 

Connector Strap which provides backup 

security for Training Halters and Car Harnesses.  

Connected from a D-Ring on the harness or 

halter back to the dog's collar it helps prevent 

Houdini dogs from attempting to escape from 

their safety equipment. 

  

A useful item available for those who have 

reactive dogs is the ‘Give Me Space’ yellow 

vest.  Vests are available in three sizes – small 

$17.50 and Medium and Large $21.00.  Please 

see your instructor or session manager for 

further information about the Yellow Dog 

project. 

  

We have in stock the new style Black Dog Treat 

Pouch that comes with its own belt, which has 

a wide opening with a magnetic close and an 

internal pocket. 

  

Food rewards are one of the most important 

aids you can use to train your dog.  It is 

essential to choose treats that your dog really 

likes.  The Club shop sells a variety of oven-dried 

treats including Beef Liver Treats in 150gram 

and 500 gram bags, Beef and Chicken Meat 

Balls in 250 gram bags, Sweet Potato Strips in 

120gram bags, Pigs Ears (individually and in 

News from the Paws Shoppe 

By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager 

OPENING TIMES 

Wednesdays10:00 - 12 noon 

Thursdays        6.30 -  9.15pm 

Sundays         9:15  - 12 noon 
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NEW - FORAGE MATS AND SPORTS TUG TOYS 

NOW IN STOCK 

Classic Kongs, Extreme Kongs,  

Senior Kongs and Puppy Kongs  

- All sizes -  
 

Make sure you always bring a stuffed Kong 

along to your Foundation and Consolidation 

classes to help settle your dog. 
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News from the Paws Shoppe … continued 

bags of 10) and Pigs Ear Strips in bags of 12 (suitable for smaller dogs and puppies as a chew 

treat).  If you forget to bring your treats to class the shop can provide frozen fresh meat and 

cheese which we will defrost in the microwave ready for use.  We also have a range of 1 kilo bags 

of Dog Biscuits, which are proving very popular. 

  

Use the treats to reward the behaviour that you want - and provide a variety to keep your dog 

guessing. And if you want to make your own treats have a look at Tipsy’s Famous Recipe Corner 

(page 25) and her back catalogue in previous issues of the magazine. 

  

With Easter coming up, please 

remember that dogs should not be 

given some human foods such as 

chocolate, grapes and onions. Have a 

look at Dr Sandra Hassett’s article ‘So 

your dog ate …?!’ in the May 2016 issue 

of the magazine so that you keep your 

dog safe. 

  

Of course we have lots of refreshments 

for two-legged members as well - barista 

coffee, milk shakes, hot chocolate, 

homemade cake, toasted sandwiches, 

pies, pasties, sausage rolls and much 

more. We strive to keep our prices below 

retail prices and any proceeds go 

towards the maintenance of the Club. 

  

Come into the Clubhouse and see 

Katrina and Connor for friendly service! 



      Class Times 

BEHAVIOUR TRAINING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Foundation (Puppy) 10:00-11.00am 6.45-7.45pm 9:30-10.30am Assessed in class 

Foundation (Adult) 10:00-11.00am 6.45-7.45pm 9:30-10.30am Assessed in class 

Consolidation 10:00-11.00am 8.00-9.00pm 9:30-10.30am Assessed in class 

Intermediate 10:00-11.00am 8.00-9.00pm 10:45-11.45am Assessed in class 

Advanced 10:00-11.00am 8.00-9.00pm 10:45-11.45am Assessed in class 

Transition 10:00-11.00am 8.00-9.00pm 10:45-11.45am Assessed in class 

Primary Companion 10:00-11.00am - 10:45-11.45am Assessed in class 

Secondary Companion 10:00-11.00am - 10:45-11.45am Assessed in class 

OBEDIENCE TRIALLING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Trialling standard 11:15am-12.15pm - - N/A 

Basic skills - 8.00-9.00pm - N/A 

Please confirm Obedience Trialling class times with the Club Office 

RALLY OBEDIENCE Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

All levels 10.00-11.00am 6.45-7.45pm - N/A 

Please confirm Rally-O class times with the Club Office 

AGILITY Monday Tuesday Wednesday Assessment 

Beginners - - 6.45-8.15pm Assessed in class 

Intermediate 6.45-8.15pm - - Assessed in class 

Advanced - - 6.45-8.15pm Assessed in class 

Novice 6.45-8.15pm - - Trial performance 

Excellent/Masters - 6.45-8.15pm - Trial performance 

Agility classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5) 

FLYBALL Tuesday Wednesday Sunday  

Beginners - 6.30-7.30pm - Assessed in class 

Intermediate - 7.30-8.30pm - Assessed in class 

Advanced 6.45-8.45pm - - Assessed in class 

Individual and  

Competition  

Preparation 

- - 4.00-6.00pm N/A 

Flyball classes are held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks 

DANCES WITH DOGS Wednesday    

All levels 7.00-8.30pm   N/A 

DWD classes are held in the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground, not at CDC grounds 
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 Club Activities 

BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING 

The Club offers training classes for all breeds 

and ages of dogs to learn how to behave 

appropriately. These classes will help you 

understand how your dog learns and will teach 

you how to train your dog to be a good 

companion. The focus is on teaching practical 

life skills such as learning to relax, walking on 

lead without pulling; to come when called; to 

sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at 

doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and 

to socialize appropriately with dogs and 

people. 

The Club applies  scientific principles of positive 

reinforcement in its classes. That means that 

you show your dog what behaviour you want it 

to produce and you reward it for doing so. The 

dog soon learns that if it repeats the behaviour 

it will be rewarded and so the learning cycle 

begins. 

Dogs may attend classes from three months of 

age, provided they have been fully immunized.  

You will need to ring up to book your dog in 

(see Office contact details on page 20). You 

should do this several weeks in advance of your 

desired entry date to ensure that you will get a 

place. Dates for the next course can be found 

in the Calendar (see page 57). 

DOGS-AS-THERAPY 

Members and their dogs visit nursing homes to 

provide pet therapy for the residents. If you 

have a dog that is people and dog friendly 

and isn’t fazed by noise and movement this 

activity might be for you. 

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB 

Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials 

(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high 

degree of handler-dog team work and 

precision over a range of exercises at different 

levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork, 

retrieving, scent work, directions from a 

distance and stays. Dogs must have passed the 

Transition level of basic training at the Club to 

be admitted to the entry-level trialling class. 

Rally Obedience –  Rally-O is an obedience 

competition that requires the handler and dog 

team to negotiate a course in the heel position 

and to perform various manoeuvres such as sits, 

downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers 

are able to praise their dog while it is working. 

Dogs must have passed the Advanced level of 

basic training to participate in Rally-O classes. 

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach 

your dog to negotiate different obstacles such 

as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog 

walks and weave poles.  Once you have 

gained some basic skills, the challenge is to 

learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one 

obstacle to another on a course, and the 

courses change each time so that you and 

your dog are constantly being challenged to 

improve your skills. 

Dogs must be: 

 at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; 

 physically sound and not overweight; and 

 under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities (however no minimum basic 

training level is required). 

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles, 

release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their 

handler over the hurdles.  It is a fast and furious 

team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy.  

Dogs must be: 

 at least 12 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; 

 physically sound and not overweight; and 

 under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities (however no minimum basic 

training level is required). 

Dances with Dogs – In this dog sport handlers 

take obedience skills to a new level by 

performing routines to music with their dogs. All 

you need to get involved is a love of music, the 

desire to have a great time with your dog and 

a commitment to rewards-based training. DWD 

is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of 

all breeds, sizes and ages.  

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports 

involves the dog following a scent trail left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted 

during the cooler months due to the risk of 

snakes. The Club provides an information 

session in autumn and organizes ‘peer-support’ 

training to help members get started. 

 

For more information on any of these activities 

refer to the relevant contacts on page 14 or 

leave your name at the Club Office. 

Costs may apply. 
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     Calendar of Events 2017 
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APRIL Sat 1* Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Obedience Trial  

  Mon 3 Session 2 agility classes start 

  Wed 5 CDC Term 1 Obedience Training classes end (week 9) 

  Thurs 6 CDC Term 1 Obedience Training classes end (week 9) 

  Sat 8 ACT School Holidays start  

  Sun 9 CDC Term 1 Obedience Training classes end (week 9)  

  Mon 10 CDC term break starts 

  Fri 14  Good Friday 

  Sat 15 Easter Saturday / CDC Agility Trial 

  Sun 16 Easter Sunday  / CDC Agility Trial  

  Mon 17 Easter Monday 

  Sat 22* Tuggeranong Dog Training Club Obedience Trial 

  Mon 24* Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Agility Trial (evening)  

  Tues 25 Anzac Day / Committee meeting – Clubhouse 

  Wed 26 ACT School Term 2 starts / CDC Term 2 Obedience Training classes start  

  Thurs 27 CDC Term 2 Obedience Training classes start  

  Sun 30* CDC Term 2 Obedience Training classes start  

MAY Friday 5 Instructors Workshop - Debra Millikan visit 

  Sat 6 Instructors Workshop - Debra Millikan visit 

  Sun 7 Instructors Workshop - Debra Millikan visit 

 Mon 8 National Volunteer Week, 8-14 May 

 Sat 13* Royal Canberra Show Obedience Trial at EPIC 

  Sun 14* Mothers Day - classes held / RSPCA Million Paws Walk / CDC Flyball 

Competition (Rond Terrace) /  ACT Obedience Titles at EPIC 

  Wed 17  Introduction to tracking presentation  – Clubhouse (evening) 

  Sat 20 ACT Gundog Society Agility Trial at CDC 

  Tues 23 CDC Jumping Trial (evening)  

  Sat 27* Tuggeranong Dog Training Club Obedience Trial 

  Tues 30 Committee meeting – Clubhouse 

  Wed 31 Session 2 agility classes end / Session 3 agility intake assessment (evening)  

JUNE Mon 5 Session 3 agility classes start 

 Sat 10 CDC Agility Trial 

  Sun 11 No training classes / CDC Agility Trial  

  Mon 12 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday  

  Sat 17 CDC Obedience Trial (double) / A Pooch Affair - Doggie Day Out at EPIC* 

  Mon 19* Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Agility Trial (evening)  

  Sat 24 CDC Double Rally-O trial  

  Tues 27 Committee meeting – Clubhouse  

  Wed 28 CDC Term 2 Obedience Training classes end (week 10)   

  Thurs 29 CDC Term 2 Obedience Training classes end (week 10)  

JULY Sat 1 ACT School holidays start 

  Sun 2 CDC Term 2 Obedience Training classes end (week 9 due to Queen's  

birthday trial)  

  Mon 3 CDC term break starts 

   

  * Not held on Club grounds  



 

Off-lead exercise at our Club 
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 Play safe - use common 

sense in the off-lead 

areas. 

 Read the gate signs. 

Always ask and gain 

permission from 

everyone before going 

into an area that is 

already occupied. 

  Enter on lead and 

remove the lead while 

your dog is sitting. 

  Move well away from 

the gate to avoid 

crowding. 

  Keep moving to 

minimise tension and 

scuffles between dogs. 

  Stay alert and keep an 

eye on your dog. 

  Always reward your 

dog for coming to you. 

  Avoid using balls and 

other toys if the area is 

crowded or dogs 

become excited. 

  Leave immediately if 

your dog becomes 

anxious, or is annoying 

or aggressive towards 

other dogs. 

  Limit your time to 15 

minutes if other 

members are waiting to 

use the area. 

  Always clean up after 

your dog. 

 

NOTE: The Narrabundah 

and Flyball Paddocks 

are not available for  

off-lead use 30 minutes 

before or after training 

classes.  

Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas. 

Read the gate signs and the poster on the Club’s outside noticeboards. 

You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked. 


