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 TERM BREAK 
 

Term 1 classes end on Sunday 15 April 

 

Term 2 classes start on  

Wednesday 2 May, Thursday 3 May & Sunday 6 May 

 

Enjoy the school holidays! 

 

www.batemansbayaccommodation.com.au/accommodation/1355  
 

OR contact Fiona on 0408 292 637 for more details  

NOTE: 

If you are currently in Foundation, Consolidation,  

Graduation and Companion classes you MUST let your 

instructor know at the end of this term if you intend to 

continue training in Term 2 so we can assign you to a class. 

You must also let us know if you wish to defer for a term  

or more. 

http://www.batemansbayaccommodation.com.au/accommodation/1355
http://www.batemansbayaccommodation.com.au/accommodation/1355
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          President’s Message  

By Lesley Pothan  

Well, here we are again—welcoming in another 

New Year at the Club. How is it possible that we 

are already in the middle of March? I hope 

everyone had a lovely summer break, got to do 

something fun and had some time relaxing with 

family and friends as well as your four-legged 

companions, of course. 

 

We started the year off at a frantic pace with our 

Foundation classes filling up very quickly in 

January. At the beginning of this term we melded 

the old training syllabus with the new syllabus 

which, in the main, went smoothly. Our general 

Behaviour Training program now contains four 

levels: Level 1 (Foundation); Level 2  

(Consolidation); Level 3 (Graduation); and Level 4 

(Companion).   

 

In December last year the Club held its Annual Awards and Christmas party. It was a lovely 

summer evening with everyone enjoying good food and good company. Congratulations to 

those members who earnt titles and received awards (including the aptly named ‘Gumboot 

Trophy’, above, that I presented for the first time since 2013). Read the full report on pages 17-30.  

 

Our grounds that were looking so good in November and December suffered with the heat and 

dry winds of January. The Club is licenced to use water from an underground bore and we use 

this source of water to irrigate the grounds. Unfortunately even the bore struggled to keep up a 

steady water supply through the hot January and this left the grounds very dry. The heavy 

downpour in late February caused the cancellation of classes but was a bonus for the grounds 

and they have been steadily improving. 

  

Over the last week you may have noticed some work going on at the back of the clubhouse. We 

have been busy fixing the paved area by lifting and re-laying pavers further away from the trees 

and their root systems, laying new turf and seeding the surrounding areas. We have blocked 

access to this area to allow the new turf and seed to settle and grow. It should look fantastic in a 

month’s time ready for the Club’s Open Day. 

 

As most of you would now be aware, this year is the Club’s 60th anniversary! The ACT Companion 

Dog Club was founded in 1958 and it has been going strong ever since. We should all be very 

proud of our Club and its achievements over the past sixty years (read about its origins on pages 

11-14). To celebrate this fantastic milestone we will be holding an Open Day on Sunday 15 April. 

This is the last day of Term 1 and you are all invited!  Make sure you put the date in your diary now! 

 

                                                                                               

…./ page 6 

EASTER BREAK 
 

Training classes will NOT be held on 

• Wednesday morning 28th March 

• Thursday evening 29th March 

• Sunday morning 1st April 
 

Good dog — give me the Easter bunny ... 

Photo above: Rachel McKeever 

Photo right: Anne Robertson 



President’s message … continued
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The Open Day will include some brief formalities including the cutting of a special birthday cake 

as well as opportunities to come & try the Club’s many dog sports, participate in some fun & 

games, and stock up on goodies from a variety of stall-holders. Don’t miss out on the fun - come 

along and join in the celebrations. See the poster on page 2 for more details. 

 

Our 60th anniversary year coincides with the Chinese Year of the Dog and our foundation year, 

1958, also coincided with the Year of the Dog. We have created a couple of special Club designs 

for this year – one celebrating 60 years and one celebrating the Chinese New Year. T-shirts with 

these new logos will be available to order and purchase very soon (see page 32). 

 

Throughout the year each of our sports will also dedicate one of their trials or competitions to the 

Club’s commemorative year.  

 

I would also like to thank Maria Altman for painting the lovely mural of dogs at play. Maria is one 

of our talented Club members who joined the Club with her very friendly dog ‘Mitzie’. Another 

Club member, Mitchell Rice, kindly installed the mural on the wall of the Workshop facing the car 

park so that it can be seen as you walk in through the gates. Many thanks Maria—it is a lovely 

addition to the Club! 

 

Whether you are a current or new member to the Club I hope that you are settling well into your 

class this term and learning and enjoying training with your special pooch. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all our volunteer instructors taking classes across all of the Club’s activities for 

their support, dedication and time that they give so freely to the Club. 

 

Best wishes to you all for this special year in the Club’s history. 

 Above: The complete mural 

Left and below: Mural details 



 From the Dog Kennel  

Editor — Anne Robertson  

Welcome to the  anniversary edition of The Good Companion—

celebrating the Club’s 60 years of continuous service to the Canberra 

community. This edition includes an historical account of the Club’s very 

first years written by Honorary Life Member June Rowe and illustrated with 

contemporaneous advertisements, articles and letters to the editor that 

appeared in The Canberra Times. June joined the Club in 1968 and 

contributed to its management for more than 45 years. Further extracts 

from the history she compiled in 2002 will be featured in further editions of 

The Good Companion this year. 

 

This issue also contains details of all of the recipients of the Club’s Annual 

Awards presented in December last year. All Club members are eligible for these awards so read 

up on the award criteria, set your sights on  meeting the criteria … and start training! 

 

For the first time in many months, this issue of the magazine also contains articles about ALL of the 

Club’s dog sports. Which sport takes your fancy? Agility, Flyball, Obedience Trialling, Tracking, 

Rally-O, Dances With Dogs, K9 Disc? Don’t know which one might be right for you and your dog? 

Read up on the  prerequisites on page 58 and then contact the Club Office to be put in touch 

with the relevant Sub-Committee convenor.  

 

Articles, suggestions, photos and illustrations for the magazine are always welcome. Email to 

contact@actcdc.org.au anytime. Did you know the magazine is available in full colour on the 

Club’s website? It can be downloaded in all its glory at www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-

companion.html.  Use Adobe Acrobat PDF viewer for best results.  

 

See you around the grounds ... 
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Thanks For Your Contribution 

The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Term One (February-April 2018): 

 

Behaviour Training: Di Adams, Gillian Atkin, Susan Barnard, Kerry Deans, Christina Erwin, Barbara 

Gough, Barb Grundy, Kath Hallam, Lynn Harden, Hilarie Kemp,  Chris Lathbury, Gabby Luksza, 

Rowan McKeever,  Heather McPherson, Belinda Mitchell, Katrina Morton, Laura Naffa, Melinda 

Parrett, Lesley Pothan, Jane Richardson, Linda Spinaze, Cathy Vaughan, Jane Vickers, Lizzie 

Waddell, Juliet Ward, Claire Weekes, Chris Woodgate, Tricia Woodman  Reserves: Louise Raisin 

 

Flyball: Justin Allen, Rachael Eggins 

 

Agility: Judith Barlow, Pamela Hunt, Lucy Jesiolowski, Jess 

McNamara-Rice, Anne Robertson (pt), Wendy Hathaway (pt), Cath 

Perry, Simone Pensko (pt), Therese Smith, Linda Spinaze 

 

Rally-O: Cath Perry, Geoff Woodman 

 

Obedience Trialling: Janne Blunden, Vikki Evans, Laraine Frawley, 

Fay Peters 

 

DWD: Raelene Stewart  

THANK YOU 

— CDC Instructors — 

Serving the CDC canine community for 60 years! 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-companion.html
http://www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-companion.html
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Below: CDC’s exceptionally well-trained dogs 

Boston, Derry and Brunig at the media photo 

shoot for CAPExpo. Come and visit the Club’s 

stall  on Saturday 24 March. 

 



 What’s Coming Up At Our Club ? 
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How should I prepare for classes in late autumn 

and winter? 

 

It can be very cold on the Club grounds during 

the winter months, especially if you train on 

Thursday nights (or other evenings for Agility 

and Flyball). It is a good idea to wear a beanie, 

scarf, several layers of clothes—including a 

windproof jacket—and shoes with very thick 

soles. You may also like to put a coat on your 

dog. We continue to train throughout the winter 

months in the frost and fog—so come 

prepared! We may cancel classes due to rain. 

Please check the Club’s public Facebook page 

for the latest advice. 

 

What dog sport trials are coming up? Can I 

come and watch? 

 

Agility trials will be held on the Club grounds on 

Easter Saturday and Easter Sunday (all day), 

Tuesday 15th May (evening) and Saturday 19th 

May (all day). These events are run under 

Australian National Kennel Council rules and 

enable members to compete for nationally 

recognised titles for their dogs (the equivalent 

of university degrees!). 

 

The Club’s X-Factor Flyball team will be hosting 

a home ground competition on  Saturday 12th 

May. 

 

Members are welcome to come and watch 

these events  at the Club – but please leave 

your dog at home as access to off-lead 

exercise areas may be limited on these 

occasions and there will be a  lot of other dogs 

on the grounds. 

 

What about lure coursing and tracking?  

 

Dogs ACT is hosting a ‘Come and try lure 

coursing’ fun day on the Club grounds on 

Anzac Day. For more information see page 31. 

 

And the Club is hosting an Introduction to 

Tracking evening in the clubhouse on 

Wednesday 9th May. See pages 15-16 for more 

information. All members are welcome. 

 

Want to keep in touch with the latest activities 

at the Club ? 

  

Information is available from: 

• our public Facebook page. You can see it 

without being a registered FB user -

www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogclub 

• our website - www.actcdc.org.au 

• notice boards (inside and outside the 

clubhouse) 

• your Instructors 

• the Session Manager on the grounds 

Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday during  

Training Classes 

• the Calendar on page 59 

 

http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.actcdc.org.au


COMMITTEES 2017-18 

President 

Senior Vice-President 

Junior Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

 Lesley Pothan | Dogs-as-Therapy | Work Health and Safety 

Anne Robertson | Magazine Editor | Training Liaison  

Heather McPherson I  Security  

Rowan McKeever  

Hilarie Kemp | Public Officer  

Main Committee 

Members 

 Justin Allen | Flyball Liaison  

Rhonda Cameron | Marketing and Promotion 

Jeanette Johnson | Obedience Trialling and Rally Obedience Liaison 

Rachel McKeever | Social Media | Website 

Katrina Morton | Shop | Housekeeping | Working Bees 

Jane Richardson | Dances with Dogs  

Linda Spinaze I Agility  Liaison 

Hannah Ridler | Grounds 

Training  Convener | Anne Robertson  | Members | Kath Hallam| Hilarie Kemp |  

Jess McNamara–Rice| Lesley Pothan  | Leanne Smith 

Obedience Trialling 

(including Rally-O) 

 Convener| Catherine Perry | Members | Judith Barlow | Carmen Kong |  

Laraine Frawley | Wendy Hathaway | Jeanette Johnson |  Belinda Mitchell |  

Lara Sedgmen | Geoff Woodman | Patricia Woodman  

Flyball Training &  

Competition 

 Convener | Justin Allen| Members |  Rhonda Cameron | Pauline Dikmans  I 
Rachael Eggins  I  Damon Muller  

Agility Training & 

Trialling 

 Convener | Linda Spinaze | Members | Amanda Delaney I Nikki Fallon I  Denise 

Iglesias  | Rachel McKeever  I  Therese Smith | Kylie White 

Dances with Dogs  Convener | Raelene Stewart | Members | Jane Richardson  

K9 Disc  Convener | Pauline Dikmans  | Members | Justin Allen | Amelia Allen | Rhonda 

Cameron | Nikki Fallon |Jane Richardson | 

Tracking  Jake Blight 

Instructors’ Library  Karen Haines  

PAWS Shop  Connor Bailey 

Secom Security   1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535  
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About Our Club 

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), 

established in 1958 as the first dog training club 

in the ACT, has an average membership of 

around 800 each year. It is a non-profit 

organisation relying mostly on volunteers to run 

activities with some occasional grant 

assistance. About 80 instructors volunteer their 

time to conduct behaviour and dog sport 

classes in Obedience, Flyball, Agility, Dances 

With Dogs, Rally-O, K9 Disc and Tracking from 

February to November each year.  The Club 

also has an active Dogs-As-Therapy group that 

visits nursing homes with their dogs  for the 

enjoyment of the residents. 

While much of the work in maintaining and 

running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer 

basis we do have some paid help.  We have a 

paid office manager and junior shop assistant 

and the mowing of the grounds is undertaken 

by a contractor. The Club caters for disabled 

access with paved paths, designated parking 

spaces and toilet facilities. 

The aims and objectives of the Club are to: 

• promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs; 

• teach members to train their dogs, of 

whatever breed, in dog obedience and other 

related canine skills, using motivational 

training methods; 

• promote participation and training in a range 

of dog sports; 

• promote and participate in dog training and 

other activities associated with dog training; 

• support the rights of dog owners, provided 

that such ownership is conducted in a 

responsible manner; 

• actively promote community interaction with 

dogs; 

• provide facilities necessary or convenient for 

its activities; 

• promote positive relationships between 

owners and dogs; and 

• enhance the development of social skills of 

dogs. 

 

Have a comment or idea you’d 

like to share? 

Email  

contact@actcdc.org.au  

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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The Club’s early years 
By June Rowe 

This year we celebrate the Club’s 60th anniversary. This article about the Club’s early years is 

extracted from the Club’s official history compiled by Honorary Life Member June Rowe in 2002. 

Newspaper extracts have been obtained from digitised copies of The Canberra Times accessed 

via Trove (https://trove.nla.gov.au/). 

Above: Advertisement published in The Canberra 

Times on 18 April 1958 promoting the new club. 
The ACT Companion Dog Club was founded 

in April1958.  We still have a complete set of 

minutes of Committee meetings going back to 

the very first meeting.  It would appear that 

the actual training of dogs was a fairly low 

priority for our founding fathers.  The early 

minutes indicate that a high proportion of 

committee time was spent on organising 

social events! 

 

The Club applied to become an incorporated 

organisation under the Associations 

Incorporation Ordinance 1953 and received 

the number A46 on 30th April 1959. 

 

The dog training was initially done on vacant 

allotments in Queanbeyan and Canberra but 

within a year the Club was very fortunate in 

acquiring the late Hon Jim Fraser MP as a 

patron.  He enabled the Club to obtain the 

use, for a peppercorn rental, of an old 

weatherboard schoolhouse in Collie Street, 

Fyshwick, surrounded by five acres. 

 

A part of the grounds was planted with  

 

mature pine trees, which gave us shady parking 

and places to tether dogs.  The area had been 

part of a large camp for early workers in 

Canberra in the 1920s.  The building had a 

certain rustic charm but the outside loos were of 

the 'red back under the toilet seat' variety.  

Ancient plumbing and wiring meant that in the 

winter the water supply had to be turned off at 

the mains every time we left to prevent burst 

pipes and no more than two power plugs could 

be used at once or the fuses would blow!  

Another problem was rats!   

 

In the early years money was short and Club 

members gave a lot of time to developing and 

maintaining the building and grounds.  Working 

bees were held regularly to cut grass, prune 

trees, repair the driveway, paint the building 

inside and out, lay lino and even build a large 

ornamental fireplace of blue stone.  Curtains 

were made and oil heating installed. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/
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The early years … continued

 

For many years the Club employed various 

resident caretakers who lived in part of the 

building and had cleaning and maintenance 

duties.  A lot of committee time went on 

interviewing prospective tenants.  The 

arrangements did not always prove satisfactory 

and in 1977 the Club dispensed with the 

caretaker and took over the whole building.  

This gave us much more space and the 

secretary had an office and the instructors had 

a meeting room. 

 

Many of the early members had German 

Shepherd Dogs but there were a few 

representatives of other large breeds such as 

Boxers, Dalmatians and Labradors.  A concern 

of the committee was making representations 

to the government concerning the legislation 

that required German Shepherds to be 

sterilised.  In 1960 these efforts resulted in the 

Minister for the Interior accepting the 

recommendation from the ACT Advisory 

Council that German Shepherds being trained 

at the Club should be exempted from the 

sterilisation requirement. 

 

There were some early dramas.  Some 

members wanted their dogs taught 'man-

work' (ie protection work) but eventually the 

policy was adopted that such training wasn't 

appropriate for the Club.  In 1961 there was 

friction over whether cross-bred dogs should be 

accepted in the Club.  This led to some people 

leaving and forming the ACT Non-Sporting and 

Working Dog Club.  Those left in the Club 

adopted the policy, still valid today, that the 

Club makes no distinction between dogs  that 

have pedigree papers and those that do not.  

(However, it wasn't until 1980 that dogs without 

papers were allowed by the various Kennel 

Controls in Australia to enter Obedience Trials.) 

 

When the Club was first formed all the 

instructing was done by the President, Kurt 

Schmidt.  In 1962, a group of members, 

including Garth Hardham, undertook an  

 

Above: The original ‘objects and purposes’ of the 

Club published as part of its incorporation process 

(The Canberra Times, 17 March 1959) 

Below: Article published in The Canberra Times on  

2 September 1958 announcing the opening of the 

Club’s premises at Fyshwick 
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The early years … continued

 

Training at the Club’s original grounds at Fyshwick in the mid-1960s 

The Collie Street, Fyshwick clubhouse (sketch by Brigitte Krum) 

Left: Mary Holmes being congratulated by Kurt 

Schmidt on winning the first ever obedience trial held 

in Canberra at Manuka hockey ground in November 

1959. Kurt and Mary were foundation members of 

the Club.  Kurt was the first President and Mary 

subsequently served as a Vice President.  Both were 

awarded Honorary Membership of the Club. 

Right:  

The Honourable 

Jim Fraser MHR, 

the first patron of 

the Club 
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The early years … continued

instructors' course, run by the Royal Agricultural Society Kennel Club  (now the Royal New South 

Wales Canine Council trading as Dogs NSW), by correspondence and by journeys to Sydney. 

 

In subsequent years the Club ran instructors' courses on behalf of the Canberra Kennel Association 

(now Dogs ACT).   

 

The Club became affiliated with the Canberra Kennel Association (now Dogs Act) in 1959. 

 

The first Obedience Trial was held in Canberra in 1959 and four members (three German 

Shepherds and a Dalmatian) gained titles in that year.  Only one pass was needed to obtain a 

title (today three passes are needed) and encouragement of the dog was allowed. For many 

years Obedience Trials were the only form of competitive activity available to members who 

wished to do some form of dog sports. (Non-Slip Retrieving Trials were also available but they were 

restricted to the Gundog breeds).  

Above: Announcement of the first obedience trial in the ACT 

(The Canberra Times, 13 November 1959) 

 

Right: The Club promotes responsible dog ownership through 

training (The Canberra Times, 21 October 1959) 

 

 

 

Further articles on the history of the Club will appear in  

The Good Companion during our anniversary year. 
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                  Tracking 
                      Is it for you and your dog? 

      By Jake Blight 

Above: The first dog in the ACT to obtain a Tracking Dog title was June Rowe's Labrador, Kamberri Kilda CDX 

(Judy) in 1979. This photo of Judy tracking (with June following) appears in the Club’s official history  

published in 2002. Make your own history—start tracking with your own dog  in 2018. 

What is it? 

 

Tracking is where dogs follow the scents left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces.   Police and search and rescue 

dogs are trained to track in order to locate 

suspects and lost people.  Any dog can track 

and pet dogs can be taught to track for fun and 

as a dog sport.  

  

Most dogs love tracking and they are naturally 

good at it.  Tiny particles of scent are left behind 

when a person walks by and even hours later 

there is enough scent for a dog to be able to 

identify who was there and which way they 

went.  It is amazing to see dogs using their 

superior sense of smell to do something that 

humans cannot do.  It is also a great way to 

keep your dog’s mind busy and to build your 

bond with your dog.  

 

What’s involved? 

 

When training a dog to track you are not 

training them how to smell: they already know 

that.  You are motivating them to follow a 

particular scent and ignore all others in order to 

get a reward.  Dogs of any age and any breed 

can track.  It is not a race and you and your dog 

can go as slow as you need to.  Dogs are always 

on lead and work one at a time so it does not 

matter if your dog is not great with other dogs.   

 

To teach your dog to follow a particular track 

you need to have a good understanding of 

what motivates your dog and be willing to put 

the time in to teach your dog the game.  Once 

a dog knows how to track what you want it to 

track it is great fun and you can set up all sorts of 

challenges to develop their skills and your 

handling.  There are also competitions where 

your dog can earn tracking titles.  Tracking can 

also enhance your dog’s ability to maintain its 

concentration and so can help with obedience 

and agility training.   

 

In Australia tracking is a winter sport (because of 

snakes).  You need to be willing to put in quite a 

bit of work in the first few weeks if you want to 

get anywhere as the season only lasts a few 

months.  This usually means getting 

  

    Want to know more? 
  

Introduction to tracking seminar 

7.00pm Wednesday May 9 

CDC clubhouse 

  
No bookings required 
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Tracking … continued

out on cold winter mornings a couple of times a week to train as well as doing some practice on 

the weekends.  But once they know the game of tracking most dogs will progress quite quickly 

and will remember it for years.  Most training can be done on your own at any of the many green 

spaces throughout Canberra and you don’t need much equipment.  However it is a good idea to 

get together with others who are tracking their dogs regularly to give each other feedback and to 

enable your dog to track a variety of people.  The Club schedules peer training 

sessions during the cooler months to facilitate members training together.  

 

Want to know more? 

 

If you would like to learn more about tracking there will be a free Introduction to 

Tracking talk at 7.00pm on Wednesday 9 May 2018 at the CDC Clubhouse. No need to pre-book, 

just turn up on the night. You can also join the tracking email group to receive updates and share 

ideas. Search for ‘ACT Region Tracking Dogs’ on Google Groups to sign up or email the CDC 

office on contact@actcdc.org.au and ask for your email address to be passed on to the tracking 

coordinator if you have trouble subscribing. 

Compostable poo bags  
 

Do you take extra poo bags from the 

dispensers around the Club grounds so 

that you have a ready supply at home? 

 

Over the summer break—when no classes 

were held—the Club went through more 

than 1350 bags! That’s almost 200 a 

week—far more than the number of dogs 

that came on to the grounds for holiday 

training or exercise. 

If you like the bags and want to use them 

elsewhere, please purchase bulk supplies 

from the PAWS Shop.  

Packs of 50 cost $4.50.  

This will help the Club cover its costs.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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2017 Annual Awards 

The Club held its Annual Awards presentations on 10 December 2017. These included the 

presentation of perpetual trophies, keepsakes for members who have earnt official titles with their 

dogs, and certificates of appreciation to members who have made a special contribution to the 

Club during the year. The Annual Awards recognised achievements from 1 November 2016 to  

31 October 2017. Details of recipients are provided below. 

Congratulations to all members for their efforts and contributions during the year. 

Many thanks to photographer Rachel McKeever for capturing the occasion (unless noted). 

Companion Dog of the Year 
 
This is the Club’s oldest and most prestigious award, dating from 1960 – just two years after the 

Club was established. The award now recognises outstanding achievements by handler and dog 

teams in any discipline(s) supported by the Club. Outstanding achievement can include gaining 

high order titles within or across sports disciplines. Apart from achievement, the handler must have 

also made a contribution to the life of the Club throughout the year.  

 

Cath Perry and Golden Retriever Neut Ch RO.Ch  

Perrecca Ashwood  (Leah) CDX RAE NRA ADO ADM 

JDX JDO SDX GDX SPDM 

 

During the award year Cath and her ten-year-old 

Golden Retriever Leah achieved their Australian Rally 

Obedience Champion title and continued 

campaigning in Agility attaining their Open Jumping 

Dog (JDO) and Strategic Pairs Masters (SPDM) titles. 

Leah had previously been awarded the inaugural 

Rally Obedience Achievement Award in 2013 and 

Cath had been awarded Handler of the Year in 2015 

for her achievements with Leah and her younger dog 

Keetah. 

 

In addition to her sporting achievements, Leah had a 

gentle and loving nature and Cath had hoped for 

many more years of companionship with her. 
Photo: Cath Perry 
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Unfortunately, Leah passed away 

unexpectedly just shy of her 11th birthday. 

 

Cath is an active Agility and Rally-O instructor 

and she convenes the Club’s Obedience 

Trialling and Rally-O Sub-Committee. While she 

has a passion for training and instructing dog 

sports, she also participated in Debra Millikan’s 

workshop in May 2017 to learn about 

developments in pet dog training and she 

attended the instructors’ workshops on the 

Club’s new Behaviour Training program. 

 

This award recognises Cath‘s positive 

contribution to the Club and the Rally 

Obedience Champion title that she attained 

with Leah. 

 

Obedience Dog of the Year 

 
This is the Club’s most prestigious award for 

Obedience Trialling. The award is presented to 

the dog that has excelled in Obedience Trials 

during the year, preferably at or above Open 

level.  

 

Laraine Frawley and Golden Retriever 

Morningmyst Lord Of The Isle (Tully) CDX RAE 

ORA SPD 

This year, the Club’s Obedience Dog of the 

Year award is presented to Tully, a young dog 

with a beautiful biddable temperament and 

desire to please. These attributes combined 

with an experienced and talented handler has 

resulted in him achieving his CDX in Obedience 

Trialling and his RE and RAE in Rally Obedience 

with excellent marks and high placings. In 

qualifying for his CDX title Tully gained 582 

points out of a possible 600. Laraine is a 

member of the Obedience Trialling and Rally-O 

Sub-Committee and a regular instructor of 

obedience trialling and agility classes. Laraine 

has also received this award with other dogs in 

2016, 2011 and 2008. 

 

Flyball Dog of the Year  

 
This is the Club’s most prestigious award for 

Flyball.  The award is presented to the dog that 

has excelled in Flyball competition during the 

year. In order to be considered for this award 

the handler must have made a contribution to 

the life of the Club throughout the year. 

 

Justin Allen and Border Collie Arajoel I Am 

Morningstar Garth (Garth) FDCh 

From a solid training foundation, Garth has 

gone from making his debut in the Flyball ring 

to earning his first three Flyball titles during 2017 

– and he is not yet three years old. Garth has 

proven himself to be a steady, smooth and 

agile competitor, consistently running sub 4.3 

second times and is now competing 

successfully in 1st Division. Garth’s love of Flyball 

is matched only by post-race belly rubs, disc-

chasing and kisses. 

  

Garth’s other half, Justin, commenced his 

Flyball career in 1998 when he quickly adapted 

to the sport and within two years was a 

member of the 2000 Division 1 Australian 

National Championship team. He previously 

instructed at the Club from 1999 – 2006 and 

returned with Garth in 2015 to commence his 

obedience and Flyball career. 

 

Justin has revitalised Flyball after taking over 

the training manager position in June 2016. He 

has overseen and implemented a new training 

curriculum which has borne success with four 
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new dogs receiving Flyball titles and has 

recently assumed the role of Flyball Convener 

as well. Justin has been tireless in transforming 

the Flyball group, instructing at training sessions 

up to three times a week and he has been 

instrumental in ensuring that the Club’s 

competitions are professionally run. 

 

Justin previously won Flyball Dog of the Year in 

2002 with his beloved dog Morris. 

 

Agility Dog of the Year 

 
This is the Club’s most prestigious award for 

Agility. The award is presented to the dog that 

has excelled in Agility Trials in the ACT during 

the year and is based on a pointscore system. 

In order to be considered for the award the 

handler must have also made a contribution to 

the life of the Club throughout the year. 

 

Jake Blight and Border Collie O Gr Ch TS Gr Ch 

T Ch RO Ch Kityees Sonic (Sonic) UDX RAE ADX 

JDX ADO JDO SPD SDX GDM ET 

Having excelled in four other dog sport 

disciplines, Jake and seven-year-old Sonic 

have now set their sights on Agility and 

they campaigned regularly and 

consistently throughout the year to add 

three agility titles to their list of 

achievements - ADX GDM SDX. Jake has 

worked hard to control Sonic's enthusiasm 

for Agility – and while their runs 

occasionally go haywire, when they get it 

together, they are a wonderful pair to 

watch. During the year they earnt sufficient 

places to accrue 91 points for the Agility 

Dog of the Year title – 11 ahead of their 

nearest rival. Jake co-ordinates the Club’s 

tracking activities each winter and is a Life 

Member of the Club. 
 

DANCES WITH DOGS AWARDS 
 

Pavilion Trophy for DWD Freestyle 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has achieved high aggregate 

scores for any Freestyle titles and where the 

handler has made a contribution to life of the 

Club throughout the year.  

 

Raelene Stewart and French Bulldog Paris FS.N 

Raelene and Paris have had some great scores 

in DWD Freestyle competition in the award 

year, with Paris gaining her Freestyle Novice 

title. Paris is a veteran DWD diva and she and 

Raelene never fail to deliver an entertaining, 

well-choreographed and technically-sound 

routine. Paris is five years old and has some 

health issues, which means Raelene has to 

monitor the amount of activity she undertakes 

and assess whether it is appropriate for her to 

compete on the day. Despite this they always 

present a polished routine and Paris's 

enjoyment in the sport of DWD is always 

apparent on the dance floor. 

 

Raelene is a member of the Club’s DWD Sub-

Committee and participates in public 

demonstrations of the sport. Raelene and Paris 

also won the Pavilion Trophy for DWD Freestyle 

in 2015 and 2016. 
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TOP OF THE LAKE HOLIDAY UNITS 
Pet-friendly self-contained 1 & 2 bedroom units 

Big or small ... 
 

If you let them in at home - so do we ! 

 
Five minutes drive to Pambula and Merimbula 

and their magnificent beaches 
 

Lake views and three acres to run and play 
and private enclosed courtyards 

Top of the Lake Holiday Units 
3013 Princes Highway, Millingandi 

Merimbula NSW 2549 
 

02 64956288 
 

www.topofthelake.com.au 
book@topofthelake.com.au   

http://www.topofthelake.com.au
mailto:book@topofthelake.com.au
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Tony Turner Award for DWD Heelwork to 

Music 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has achieved high aggregate scores 

for any Heelwork to Music titles and where the 

handler has made a contribution to life of the 

Club throughout the year.  

 
This award was not presented in 2017. 

 

Big Mac DWD Encouragement Award 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to DWD training and has made 

commendable progress in class during the 

year.  

 

Myrian Bulbeck and Labrador X Poodle Matilda 

 

Myrian and Matilda have been valued 

members of the DWD group for two years and 

have made great progress during that time. 

They have participated in public 

demonstrations with the DWD team and in late 

2017 entered their first DWD competition. 

 

Matilda is a joyful three-year old Labrador X 

Poodle and a quick learner (particularly when 

there is food involved). Myrian is a patient 

trainer with a positive, happy attitude that pays 

off with excellent results. Together Myrian and 

Matilda are a wonderful team and are 

definitely the most graceful performers out of 

all the DWD crew.  

 

 

TRAINING AWARDS 
 

Cleo Award for Companion Level  

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has achieved the best results in the 

Companion stream on Competition Days 

during the year. 

 

Terri Keough and Shetland Sheepdog Hartly 

Brandy Alexander (Jasper) CD 

Terri and Jasper achieved a Gold Medallion 

with a score of 99/100 during the year, nudging 

out last year’s recipient Barbara Gough and 

Jack who also achieved a Gold Medallion with 

a score of 94/100. Terri and Jasper also 

competed in Obedience Trialling this year and 

achieved their Companion Dog (CD) title. 

 

Goldberg Trophy for Comp Day Pointscore 

Winner 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has achieved the best results on 

Competition Days during the year based on 

placings and scores.  

 

Mara Herba and White Swiss Shepherd Dog 

Kora RN 

 

This year Mara and Kora achieved 1st places in 

Advanced, Transition and Primary Companion 

with an aggregate score of 267/300. Kora also 

achieved her Novice Rally Obedience (RN) title 

this year. 

 

[Photo next page] 
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Most Improved Dog Trophy 

 
This award is presented to the dog that has 

shown significant improvement in training in 

any discipline during the year through the 

dedication and commitment of its handler.  This 

award was donated in 1965 and is the Club’s 

third oldest trophy. 

 

Heather McGinness and Belgian Shepherd 

(Tervuren) Moonshadow Golden Archer 

(Archer) JD SD 

Three-year-old Archer is a very sensitive dog 

who lacked confidence when he started 

agility. He was afraid of some of the 

equipment, especially the see-saw, and found 

working in a visually and physically stimulating 

environment quite stressful. Heather was 

patient and encouraging. She made sure she 

progressed at a rate Archer could handle, 

working as far as possible within his comfort 

zone. Despite some setbacks in class, Heather 

and Archer are now trialling successfully – and 

confidently – and they have attained their 

Jumping Dog and Snooker Dog Titles this year.  

 

Handler of the Year Award 

 
This award is presented to a member who has 

shown outstanding handling skills in training, 

competition and/or trials in any discipline 

supported by the Club during the year and 

who has brought credit to the Club through 

their commitment, dedication and conduct.  

 

Vikki Evans with Australian Kelpie Ameroo Quiz 

(Quiz) CD RAE AD JDX GD SD  

This year, this award is presented 

Vikki Evans who returned to 

training with her six-year-old dog 

Quiz after a long break and who 

successfully competed in 

multiple disciplines and earnt 

seven titles during the year. This 

achievement is testament to 

Vikki’s resilience after a road 

accident threw her family life 

into disarray in early 2014. It is 

also a testament to her patience and 

perseverance to help her sensitive and nervous 

dog develop sufficient confidence to be able 

to perform in the trial ring.  

 

Above: Mara Herba and Kora 
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Vikki is a Life Member of the Club and she 

participates in Obedience Trialling and Agility 

classes at the Club with Quiz. She previously 

received a Handler of the Year Award with her 

dogs Chewie and Sneeker in 1998 – the last 

year that the Club offered both a Best Lady 

and a Best Gentleman Handler of the Year 

award – before combining the awards into a 

single gender-neutral Handler of the Year 

award in 1999. 

 

Junior Handler of the Year Award 

 
This award is presented to a junior handler 

(under 16) who has regularly attended classes 

in any discipline and has made significant 

progress in training their dog during the year. 

This award was donated in 1961 and is the 

Club’s second oldest trophy. 

 

This award was not presented in 2017. 

 

TRACKING AWARDS 

 
Tracking Achievement 

Award 

 
This award is presented to the 

handler and dog team that 

has achieved success in 

Tracking and/or Track & Search 

trials during the year and 

where the handler has made a 

contribution to the life of the 

Cub throughout the year. 

 

This award was established in 

2016 and is presented this year 

for the first time. 

 

Julie Smith and German 

Shepherd Dog Wolfie  

 

Julie Smith and Wolfie (right) 

were the only CDC team to 

achieve a tracking pass this 

year with Wolfie gaining a 

Track 1 pass at the Club’s 

tracking trial in August.  Wolfie took to tracking 

very well and Julie put in a lot of time training 

him at peer training days and on her own.  

Wolfie's pass was a family affair with Julie's 

husband Mark being drafted as a tracklayer at 

the trial.  Julie also supported tracking at the 

Club by making her property at Mt Fairy 

available for a very successful training day and 

also for the tracking trial.  

Tracking Encouragement Award 
 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Tracking and/or Track & 

Search training and has made commendable 

progress during the year.   

 

Julie Cutts and German Shepherd Dog  

Hillmagic Black Shiraz (Elliot) and Matthew Mill 

and German Wirehaired Pointer Ostoja 

Chiquitita (Tilly)  

 

Both Elliot and Tilly are young dogs that started 

tracking for the first time in 2017 – Elliot at the 

age of 2 ½ and Tilly just one year old.  Both took 

to it extremely well.  Elliot with all the seriousness 

a German Shepherd can bring to bear and Tilly 

with the boundless enthusiasm of a young and 

excitable German Wirehaired Pointer.  Julie 

and Matthew (below) each overcame some 

challenges and learnt a lot about handling a 

tracking dog in their first season. Neither had 

trained a tracking dog before.  Matt and Julie 

put many hours of training in during the 

tracking season and managed to get Elliot and 

Tilly well and truly ready for a tracking trial, a 

real achievement in one season. Both came 

very close to getting a pass at the Club’s 

tracking trial but didn't quite get there on the 

day.  Elliot and Tilly both have tremendous 
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potential as tracking dogs and we hope to see 

them both achieve great things in their second 

season in 2018.   

 

RALLY-O AWARDS 
 

Rally-O Encouragement Award 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Rally-O training and has made 

commendable progress during the year. 

 

Jill Bradfield and Australian Kelpie Possum 

 

Jill and her three-year old Kelpie Possum have 

worked very hard across several disciplines in 

2017. Focus was not Possum’s strong point in 

the beginning, but through perseverance Jill 

has overcome this and other problems. She 

was so successful that she entered the Club’s 

October Rally-O trial but unfortunately her 

ANKC registration did not come through in time 

so instead of trialling Jill stewarded for the day. 

Jill and Possum are now looking forward to their 

trialling debut in early 2018. 

 

Rally-O Achievement Award 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has excelled in Rally-Obedience 

trials during the year and where the handler 

has made a contribution to the life of the Club 

throughout the year. 

 

 

Lara Sedgmen and German Shorthaired Pointer 

ROCh Topnotch Lord (Polo) UG NFD RRD CDX 

RAE AD JD GD SD SPDX 

 

With the recent introduction of the Masters and 

Rally-O champion titles Lara and ten-year old 

Polo brushed up their previous skills and learned 

the necessary new ones to campaign for the 

ultimate Rally-O title. They then embarked on 

the journey to qualify at 17 trials, seven with a 

score of 85 or above for the Master title and 

then a further ten with scores of 90 or above for 

the Rally-O Champion title, attaining 937 points 

out of a possible 1000 for the title. Lara is a 

member of the Obedience Trialling Sub-

Committee and supports the administration of 

agility trials at the Club.   

 

[See photo page 29] 

 

OBEDIENCE POINT SCORE 

AWARDS 
 

Jo Ballard Award for Community 

Companion Dog (CCD) 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate 

score qualifying for their Community 

Companion Dog (CCD) obedience title.  

 

Karen Hobson and Labrador Retriever 

Charalandra Loose As Diamonds (Jem) 

 

Karen and Jem achieved their CCD 

title with a total of 293 points out of a 

possible 300 (including two first 

places and one second place).  

 

Novice (CD) Point Score Trophy 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate 

score qualifying for their Companion Dog (CD) 

title. Maximum possible total 600 points. 

 

Terri Keough and Shetland Sheepdog Hartly 

Brandy Alexander (Jasper) 

 

Terri and Jasper achieved their CD 

title with a total of 561 points out of a 

possible 600 (including three first 

places). 

 

[See photo next page] 

Photo above: Jill Bradfield 
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Open (CDX) Point Score Trophy 
 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate 

score qualifying for their Open (CDX) title.  

 

Laraine Frawley and Golden Retriever 

Morningmyst Lord Of The Isle (Tully) CDX RAE 

ORA SPD  

 

Laraine and Tully (below right) achieved their 

Open title with a total of 582 points out of a 

possible 600 including one first place and two 

second places.  

 

Gumboot Trophy for 

Open (CDX) Obedience 

 

This award was donated by 

life member Vikki Evans in 

1991 to honour her Kelpie X, 

Gumboot UD TDX to 

encourage members to 

continue trialling after 

gaining their Open title.  

 

Laraine Frawley and 

Golden Retriever 

Morningmyst Lord Of The 

Isle (Tully) CDX RAE ORA 

SPD 

 

Laraine and Tully (right) 

achieved a total of 977 

points out of a possible 

1000 (including five first 

places). 

 

Utility (UD) Point Score Trophy 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate 

score qualifying for their Utility (UD) title.  

 
Karen Hobson and Border Collie Lifesong All 

About Jazz (Jazz) UD RA  

 
This team achieved their UD title with 

a total of 554 points out of a possible 

600 including three second placings.  

 

Utility Dog Excellent (UDX) Point Score 

Trophy 

 
This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate 

score qualifying for their Utility Dog Excellent 

(UDX) title.  

 

This award was not presented in 2017. 

 

FLYBALL AWARDS 
 

Morris Encouragement Award 
 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Flyball training and has made 

commendable progress during the year. 

 

Jill Bradfield and Australian Kelpie Possum 

Above: Terri and Jasper 
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*Recognised Hydrotherapy provider by Petplan* 
 
   Canine hydrotherapy involves the use of swimming and underwater treadmills to help dogs  
   recover following surgery or injury, and for pets with more long term mobility problems.  
 
   Conditions we can treat with hydrotherapy at our facility include: 

• Arthritis 

• Hip and elbow dysplasia 

• Cruciate ligament rupture 

• Patella luxation 

• Degenerative myelopathy (formerly known as CDRM) 

• Spinal injuries including recovery from fractures and IV disc rupture  
(commonly known as a slipped disc) 

• Spondylosis - spinal arthritis 

• Mobility problems related to age 

• Obesity control 

 
   The benefits of hydrotherapy are: 

• Decreased pain perception 

• Decreased pain and inflammation 

• Feeling of wellbeing due to release of endorphins 

• Relaxation of muscle tension and/or muscle spasm 

• Reduction of oedema (swelling) 

• Increased range of movement 

• Non weight bearing - it is easier and more comfortable to move in water so  
animals often gain confidence 

• Support for weakened or spinal injury dogs 

• Increased muscle strength 

• Improved muscle patterning and recruitment helping to improve gait patterns 
(reduction in lameness) 

• Improved cardiovascular fitness 

• Potentially earlier return to normal activities 

• Improved quality of life 
 

Contact us to see how our qualified Hydrotherapist can work with your Vet 
to give your dog a healthier life! 

 
WWW.DOGSWIMCANBERRA.COM.AU 

https://www.facebook.com/dogswimcanberra/ 

 

WWW.DOGSWIMCANBERRA.COM.AU 

www.facebook.com/dogswimcanberra/ 

http://WWW.DOGSWIMCANBERRA.COM.AU
http://WWW.DOGSWIMCANBERRA.COM.AU
http://www.facebook.com/dogswimcanberra/
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Jill’s commitment to her Kelpie Possum defines 

the spirit of this award.  Attending two sessions 

a week, combined with daily training at home 

Possum has grown from a dog who struggled to 

be off lead in the ring to recently running in a 

team environment consisting of 8 other dogs at 

training. Possum’s Flyball skills have grown over 

the year and she is starting to show her worth as 

a Flyball competitor by demonstrating an 

understanding of the behaviours needed to 

succeed. 

 

Jill’s skills have also grown in leaps and bounds, 

learning what motivates Possum the most and 

utilising that knowledge to continue to draw 

steady improvements out of Possum. With 

handlers and dogs like Jill and Possum, the 

future looks bright for Flyball at the Club. 

 

[See photo on page 24] 

 

AGILITY AWARDS 
 

The following awards are based on results 

gained in agility and jumping trials sanctioned 

by the Australian National Kennel Council 

(ANKC). 

 

Novice Agility Dog of the Year 

 
This award is presented to the dog that has 

achieved the highest placings to gain its Agility 

Dog (AD) and Jumping Dog (JD) titles.  

 

Denise Iglesias and Australian Shepherd Flatout 

Burn Away (Asher) AD JDX GD SD SPD 

 

Denise and Asher earnt 

their novice titles with 

seven 1st places, two 

2nd places and one 

third place (out of a 

possible ten). 

 

Agility Clear Round 

Award 
 

This award is presented 

to the handler and 

dog team that has 

achieved a high level 

of consistency in local 

trials during the year. It 

is based on the 

number of 

qualifications gained 

at trials regardless of 

placings. 

 

Lara Sedgmen and Hungarian Vizsla Ch 

Graebrook Dublin Rogue (Dublin) RN ORA ADM 

ADO JDM JDO GDX SDX SPDX  

 

Lara and Dublin earnt 45 qualifications during 

the year.  Lara and Dublin also won this award 

in 2016.  

 

[See photo on page 29] 

 

NEW INSTRUCTORS 
 

Certificates are awarded to instructors who 

have qualified to teach any discipline during 

the year. This year we congratulate the 

following new instructors: 

 

• Lucy Jesiolowski (Agility) 

• Kylie White (Agility) 

 

INSTRUCTOR LONG SERVICE 

AWARDS 
 

Bronze (5 years’ service) awards go to: 

  

• Claire Weekes (Obedience) 

• Chris Woodgate (Obedience) 

• Kath Hallam (Obedience) 

• Kerry Deans (Obedience) 

• Laura Naffa (Obedience) 

• Lizzie Waddell (Obedience) 

• Pamela Hunt (Agility) 

 

 

 

Below: Katrina Morton —15 years’ service 

(rear) with (L-R) Lizzie Waddell, Laura Naffa 

and Kath Hallam — 5 years’ service 
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This year several of our 

instructors also reached 

further milestones in their 

association with the Club. 

A big thank you to: 

 

• Di Adams 

(Obedience) – 15 

years 

• Greg Collins (Agility) 

– 15 years 

• Katrina Morton 

(Obedience) – 15 

years 

• Allan Schmidt 

(Agility) – 15 years 

• Judith Barlow 

(Agility) – 25 years 

• Anne Robertson 

(Obedience and 

Agility) – 25 years 

• Jake Blight (Obedience) – 30 years 

• Holly Rieger (Obedience) – 30 years 

 

Finally, we would like to acknowledge Mike 

Slee’s service to the Club over the past 13 years 

and award him the status of Honorary 

Instructor. Mike has been an active instructor 

since 2004 – taking Level One and Level Two 

Obedience classes, serving on the Training Sub-

Committee and participating in Dogs-As-

Therapy activities. He and Otto have now 

reluctantly retired from service. Thank you, 

Mike, for your contribution to the Club. 

 

CANINE CITIZENSHIP AWARD 
 

Canine Citizenship Awards are presented to 

members who regularly participate in Dogs-as-

Therapy activities. In 2017 two new teams 

joined the Club’s Dogs-as-Therapy activities: 

 

• Jeff Kingwell & Bear 

• Myrian Bulbeck & Matilda 

 

Certificates of Appreciation were also provided 

to the following Club members for their 

Above: Holly Rieger and Jake Blight (with Sonic) —

30 years’ service 

Below: Mike Slee (seated) with Miniature Schnauzer 

Otto and other members of the DAT team 
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continuing support of Dogs-as-Therapy in 2017: 

 

• Beryl Sipes & Bailey 

• Betty Edwards & Bonnie 

• Debbie Perrin & Astra 

• Joyce Thompson & Jessie 

• Juliet Ward & Freda 

• Karen Haines & Maddie 

• Kath McQuarrie & Hope & Rocky 

• Lesley Pothan (Co-ordinator) & Molly 

• Megan Hinchley & Holly 

• Mike Lynch & Maisie & Indi 

• Narelle Heywood & Lily 

• Pam Peppercorn & Elle 

• Sandra Beaton & Peggy 

• Sharon Kelly & Rosie 

• Terry Keough & Jasper 

 

Some of these members appear in the group 

photo on page 28: L-R: Terri Keough, Juliet 

Ward, Lesley Pothan (standing), Beryl Sipes 

(kneeling), Pam Peppercorn (seated), Joyce 

Thompson, Myrian Bulbeck (kneeling), Mike 

Slee, Mike Lynch. 

 

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 

 

We would like to thank all of the Club’s 

instructors for contributing 1800 volunteer hours 

in 2017 to help members with their obedience, 

rally-o, flyball, agility, dancing and tracking 

training – that’s more than 70 days! 

 

In addition to thanking our instructors, each 

year we present certificates to a small number 

of members and supporters for their special 

contribution to the Club during the year. This 

year’s certificates go 

to: 

 

• Amelia Allen for 

her support of 

Flyball activities 

at the Club; 

• Suanne and 

Greg Hackett 

for their 

assistance with 

the 

maintenance 

of the grounds; 

and 

• Corkhill Brothers 

for donating 

landscaping 

supplies to the 

Club. 

 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL KENNEL 

COUNCIL TITLES 
 

Each year the Club recognizes the 

achievements of members who have 

competed in various dog sports that are 

supported by the Club. Competitions are 

regularly held in the ACT and throughout 

Australia at which dog and handler teams can 

test their competence against national 

performance standards in obedience, rally-o, 

agility, flyball, DWD and tracking. Members are 

presented with engraved glass coasters for 

titles earnt by their dogs during the year.  

 

This year members earnt 92 titles with 45 dogs in 

the following disciplines: 

• DWD – 1 

• Flyball – 13 

• Obedience – 12 

• Rally-O – 23 

• Agility – 43 

 

This year we had two outstanding trialling 

achievements. Two of the Club's members 

attained their Australian Rally Obedience 

Champion title with their dogs. This title was 

offered for the first time in 2016 and is awarded 

to dogs who having gained their Rally Master 

title and then gain a further ten qualifying 

scores of 90 or more points (out of 100) in the 

Rally Master class. Congratulations to: 

 

• Cath Perry’s Golden Retriever Leah 

• Lara Sedgmen’s German Shorthaired 

Pointer Polo 

 

Lara Sedgmen with Polo 

(left) and Dublin (right)  
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Other titles attained this year:  

• Airlie White’s Border Collies Styx RM and Wicca ADX JDX GDX SPD 

• Anne Walkington’s Labrador Retriever Holly CCD CD RN RA RE  

• Carmen Kong’ Chinese Crested Dog Ben RA JD GD SPD and Associate Cayley RN 

• Cath Perry’s Golden Retriever Keetah RM SD 

• Cathy Vaughan’s Border Collie Logan ONYX 

• Charlie Giles’ Tibetan Terrier Otis CCD RA 

• Claire Weekes’ Labrador Retriever X Humphrey FMCh 

• Deborah Apthorp’s Australian Kelpie X Border Collie Dash AD JDX GD SPD 

• Di Adams’ Australian Cattle Dog Mirri RA 

• Geoff Woodman’s Golden Retrievers Bronte JD GD, Hamish AD and Kirsty JDO  

• Heather McGinness’s Belgian Shepherd Archer JD SD 

• Helen Migus’s Standard Poodle Ashlin RN 

• Jake Blight’s Border Collie Sonic ADX GDM SDX 

• Jenny O'Connor Labrador Retriever Kobe CCD RN 

• Jill  Medveczky’s Hungarian Puli Nova RM 

• John Gryniewicz’s German Shepherd Dog Woof UD 

• Judith Barlow’s Brittany Tae CCD RN GD SPD 

• Justin and Amelia Allen’s Border Collie Garth FD FDX FDCh 

• Karen Hobson’s Border Collie Jazz UD and Labrador Retriever Jem CCD 

• Kay Malone’s Border Collie Jamie RA RE  

• Lara Sedgmen’s Hungarian Viszla Dublin  ADM JDM SDX SPDX  

• Laraine Frawley’s Golden Retrievers Cameron SPDX and Tully CDX RE RAE SPD  

• Linda Spinaze’s Border Collie Brunig ADO GDX  SPDX 

• Mara Herba’s White Swiss Shepherd Dog Kora RN 

• Naarilla Hirsch’s Border Collie Arcus RM AD SPDX 

• Pamela Hunt’s Welsh Corgis Izy AD and Sam RM GDX 

• Patricia Looker’s Cocker Spaniel Raglan UD  

• Pauline Dikmans’ Border Collie Ky FD FDX FDCh   

• Rachael Eggins and Damon Muller’s Labrador Retriever Oberon AFCh 

• Raelene Stewart’s French Bulldog Paris FS.N 

• Rhonda Cameron’s Labrador Retriever X Boston FD FDX FDCh AFCh 

• Simone Pensko’s West Highland Terrier Ivy JD 

• Terri Keough‘s Shetland Sheepdog Jasper CD 

• Vikki Evans Australian Kelpie Quiz CD RAE AD JD JDX GD SD 

• Wendy Hathaway’s Border Collie X Wilson GD and Chesapeake Bay Retriever Izzy RN 

Heather McPherson’s Maverick 

celebrated his 16th birthday at 

the Christmas Party—as far as he 

was concerned the party was just 

for him! 
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See the Club’s website and Facebook page for further details 



Page | 33 The Good Companion | March 2018|  Vol 30|  No 1 

  Dances with Dogs 

 By Raelene Stewart — Convener 

   Dances with Dogs 
Is your dog looking for a bit more fun in its life? 

Do you want to improve your relationship with 

your fur buddy?  Does your dog need some 

confidence building?  Or are you keen to try 

something new? 

 

Dancing with Dogs (DWD) is another of the fun 

dog sports that the Club has on offer for 

members.  Essentially, dogs learn a range of 

tricks and moves and these are put to music to 

create a ‘routine’.  You may have seen DWD 

on Australia’s Got Talent or on Facebook.  

 

The great bit about dancing is that it is all 

positive, you and your dog can learn at your 

pace and the main 

thing is to keep things 

all fun, low pressure. 

And even better, you 

do not need to have a 

particular breed of dog 

–all sorts can enjoy it 

and have a great time.  

  

If you think you and 

your dog might like to 

give it a try, the next 

intake will commence 

on 30 April.  Classes are 

held alternately at the 

Club and the Pavilion at 

the Showground at 

Queanbeyan. Over 

winter, we will be inside at Queanbeyan 

Pavilion.   

 

One of our cutest DWD pooches, who just loves 

his dancing, and cannot wait to get there on 

Monday nights is Mr Jangles.  Who would have 

ever thought that a Dachshund would be a 

dancer? Well Jangles is so debonair and loves 

a soft shoe shuffle… Over to you Jangles… 

 

 

 

My dancing partner is my mum, Dianne. I am a 

4 year old Miniature Dachshund. I have been 

going dancing with my mum for about 1 ½ 

years and we love it. Once a week we get to 

have our special time together and mum gives 

me chicken treats, while I whirl and twirl and 

look at her lovely face. She does a lot of 

jumping up and down saying ‘yes’ all the time, 

so I guess I must be doing something right.  

 

I started out learning obedience but then I 

joined this great DWD group - they had music, 

clapping and laughter and boy-oh-boy lots of 

treats! I stood in between my mum’s legs and 

moved my head side to side, I stretched my 

back and oh it felt soooo gooood! I then got to 

run around in a circle, going between mum’s 

legs front ways and then backwards, which 

was a bit weird but fun. I got really confused 

when mum was pointing to her left side saying 

the word right… poor mum she gets a bit 

rattled so I just waited till she said something 

that would make sense. Sometimes mum spins 

so fast and falls over but 

I make sure she is ok 

and help her up with 

lots of licking and 

energy.  

 

Sometimes mum and I 

get to dance together 

in a ring of our own. 

Mum gets all 

‘glammed’ up and I 

wear my favourite blue 

bling collar.   

 

We dance to my 

favourite song—Bombs 

Away by Sheppard—

and I get to go really 

really fast and afterwards everyone claps and 

laughs. I get to see my buddies and I run under 

their legs and try to eat food out of their 

mouths. It ends with mum being presented with 

a big ribbon and bags of treats and more 

clapping and my friends dance and play. That 

has happened twice now and I cannot wait to 

do it again this year.  

 

This year mum is trying to get me to walk 

sideways and she also keeps saying ‘march‘. 

I’m still trying to work her out but … I get to 

dance to really fast songs, see my buddies, and 

eat heaps of treats. Mum will eventually make 

sense and then we will go running in all 

directions together. 

 

Bye for now …. Mr Jangles. 

 
Photo: Mr Jangles’ Mum 

 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humphrey was rescued from the RSPCA on 27 

April 2008 at only a few months of age. He was 

Claire’s first dog and she diligently enrolled at 

the Club soon after bringing him home. He 

excelled in his obedience training classes and 

the pair began training for flyball once 

Humphrey was old enough. He went on to 

have a successful flyball career achieving his 

FD FDX FDCh AFCh FM FMX FMCh titles. 

 

Humphrey was known as Mr Reliable. He was a 

key member of the X-Factor team for eight 

years and supported many new flyball dogs 

find their paws in the sport. Humphrey was 

always keen for adventures with Claire and 

enjoyed many camping trips: from the 

beaches of the south coast of NSW, to wineries 

throughout Victoria, windy lookouts along the 

Great Ocean Road and paddleboat rides 

along the Murray. 

 

Although he was well-travelled Humphrey also 

enjoyed the everyday life at home: brunching 

at local cafés, rolling in dead creatures at 

Claire's horse paddock and hiking along the 

many wonderful trails Canberra has to offer. He 

went about life with a goofy grin and an 

insatiable need for tummy scratches which 

always brought a smile to his family.  His 

presence will be sorely missed. 

 

 

 

Who finds a faithful friend 

Finds a treasure 

 
Jewish proverb 
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     Loved and Lost 

Thank you to Claire Weekes for this eulogy for ‘Humphrey’ (and the photos too) 

Humphrey FMCh 

2008 — 2018 
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 Flyball Feats 

By Rhonda Cameron — Flyball Liaison 

Flyball training is overseen by Justin Allen (training manager) and Rachael Eggins (instructor) and 

assisted by Amelia Allen.  

 

In the last edition of The Good Companion Magazine, it was mentioned that the next generation 

of X-Factor handlers would be debuting at the Belconnen Dog Obedience Club’s Sunset Santa 

Claws race meet in December 2017. We wish to congratulate Nikki Fallon with Mia (Neberden 

Perfectionist) and Vanessa March with Pippa who participated in their first competition at this 

event.  Once again balmy summer conditions added to a relaxed evening of racing for all 

competitors. 

 

The following handlers attended this race 

meet: Damon Muller and Racheal Eggins 

with Obi, Vanessa March with Pippa, Justin 

and Amelia Allen with Garth, Nikki Fallon 

with Mia, Cathy Vaughan with Logan, and 

Pauline Dikmans with Ky (see team photo 

below ). Other contributors were Stefan 

Stirzaker box loading and Emily, his 

daughter, as ball shagger (Flyball speak for ball 

picker-upper). 

 

The CDC X-Factor team also attended the 

ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show on Saturday 24th 

February, in what was a scheduled two-day 

meeting. However, due to horrendous weather 

conditions, the competition was abandoned on the 

Sunday after a marathon day of racing the day 

before. This will be a race meet to remember by all due to the significantly contrasting two days 

experienced. The following X-Factor handlers were in attendance: Rhonda Cameron with Boston, 

Above: Pippa and Mia getting into the Xmas Spirit at 

their first competition (Photo: Vanessa March) 

 

Right: Jerry and Boston cooling down between races at 

the Royal Canberra Show (Photo: Rhonda Cameron) 

Photo: Stefan Stirzaker 
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Flyball feats … continued 

Pauline Dikmans with Ky and Nikki Fallon with Mia.  A special thank you to Kylie White who not only 

managed the race meet but also ran with our team with Jacki, plus Rosie Milton with Mikki and 

Kylie Gatt with Freckles in the Open Division. Justin Allen was the nominated Australian Flyball 

Representative for this race meet. 

 

X-Factor now have their eye on travelling to Queensland to compete in the Orange Krush Flyball 

Club’s Fly in the Sunshine race meet which will be held on 21St April, 2018.  It is expected that 

Garth, Mia and Pippa will attend with their handlers. 

 

X-Factor will be hosting a home ground flyball competition Awesome Autumn in Canberra at the 

Club on Saturday 12th May. Everyone is invited to come along and join in the fun, watch the 

racing and of course cheer on the home team! Racing commences at 9.00am.  

 

        WHAT TO DO 
 

If you see a snake tell other 

members on the grounds at the 

same time where you saw it and 

report the sighting (including the 

time and location) to the Club 

office, email  

contact@actcdc.org.au 

 

This will help us assess whether we 

need to take any other action. 

 

Remember snakes are  

protected by law in the ACT. 

Want to know more about living harmoniously with snakes in the Canberra region?  

See the Canberra Snake Rescue and Relocation website and Facebook pages at  

http://canberrasnakerescue.com.au/ and www.facebook.com/CanberraSnakeRescue. 

 

 

 

 

 

“ Think Dog! Despite a wealth of research into the domestic dog and a greater understanding 

of how they behave, think, feel and interact with us and their peers, many owners/guardians 

continue to treat dogs either as wolves or little people and/or fail to understand and 

acknowledge what dogs actually are. This can have a huge impact on their physical and 

mental health. For example, decades of thinking of dogs as wolves has contributed to a 

widespread use of management and training techniques which place dogs at serious risk of 

poor welfare. Similarly our failure to understand what it is to be a dog and what constitutes 

normal behaviour can mean a poor quality of life through lack of outlets for strongly 

motivated behaviour such as playing, sniffing and investigating. If dogs really are our best 

friends and we want them to be truly happy then we have to think dog.” 

 

Sam Gaines, Ph.D, Head, Companion Animals Department, RSPCA (UK) 

 

Excerpt from  

www.companionanimalpsychology.com/2017/12/how-to-make-world-better-for-dogs.html  

6 December 2017 

 

How to Make the World Better for Dogs 

mailto:contact@cdc.org.au)
http://canberrasnakerescue.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/CanberraSnakeRescue
http://www.companionanimalpsychology.com/2017/12/how-to-make-world-better-for-dogs.html
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   Training Tips  

Markers – What, why and a little of the how 
 

By Leanne Smith 

Leanne Smith is a member of the Training Sub-Committee, owner of two adolescent  

German Shepherds, and something of a training junkie! 

What is a marker? 

 

A marker is feedback to the dog.  It clearly marks or identifies the behaviour which is paying off 

and should be repeated.   It means only one thing “Bingo. You Win!”  Think of when you are wait-

ing for a special call and you hear the phone ring.  It’s not the reward itself (that’s the treat, 

game, toy or whatever), but it’s just the clear cut, simple message: “You got it.’ 

A marker can be: 

• mechanical (whistle, clicker) 

• verbal (words, letters – such as ‘X’ or ‘A’, mouth or tongue clicks) 

•  visual (flash of a light, thumbs up, hand gestures) 

•  tactile (touch) 

• or something else.   

 

Why use a marker? 

 

• To clearly communicate the exact moment that the animal performs the behaviour you 

want. 

• As a clear predictor of reinforcement, the reward for their effort.  It forms a ‘bridge’ between 

‘yes you got that right’ and ‘here’s your pay check’ that gives you time to pay up and still 

have the dog associate the pay with the behaviour.  If you don’t use such a bridge then 

you only have about a second to pay up and expect the dog to know what they are being 

paid for.  With the marker you initially only extend that by a few seconds but as the dog gets 

used to the ‘game’ you can extend that. 

• To clearly delineate in your mind (as the trainer) and the animals a very precise movement 

or action (such even as raising an eyelid or wagging a tail) that is otherwise hard to capture 

and reward so that the animal makes the link. 

 

What makes an effective marker?  

 

To be most effective a marker should usually be: 

• Able to be produced quickly so you can capture the exact moment you want 

• Quick and discrete (short) – with some exceptions 

• Unique – something that the dog doesn’t hear, see or feel in other circumstances 

• Consistent –has the same tone, duration and intensity 

• Neutral – something that the dog doesn’t already have an emotional response to , does not 

convey emotion from you either 

• Salient – able to stand out from the environment (the things going on around at the same 

time, be they noises if you are using an auditory marker, visual for hand or body markers or 

tactile for touch markers). 

 

Can I use my voice? 

 

You can use your voice, a word or sound as a marker.  If you do this it helps if your marker has 

these additional characteristics: 

• It comes naturally to you. 

• It has a happy or at least neutral tone (even though you can condition any noise some 

come with more emotion attached).  

• You don’t use it often in your natural speech, particularly around your dog. 

• It can’t be confused with other cues or your dog’s name. 
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Markers … continued

How do I get started using a marker? 

 

The first step in using a marker (after choosing one) is to ‘charge’ or ‘load’ the marker.  This is all 

about teaching your dog the meaning of the marker.  For this you need your dog, your marker 

and a number of treats (say 20 to start with).  Your dog doesn’t need to be doing anything in  

particular, you don’t ask it to sit for instance.  Just make sure that you don’t attempt this if the dog 

is doing something you don’t like. 

 

It goes like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember your dog doesn’t have to do anything to get the treat – just use your marker and then 

deliver the treat.  If your dog starts staring at you and won’t look away you can continue the mark 

and treat, you can wait for them to look or move away (or you can move) or you can throw a 

treat down to get their attention off you and then continue.  It’s your choice.   

 

Repeat this exercise a couple of times a day, or as many times as you can, over a few days and 

your dog should quickly get the idea – particularly if your marker is clear, you quickly deliver the 

treat (in a second or two) and they consider the treat worth having (so use good quality treats not 

their daily ration of kibble).   

 

You will know they have got the idea when they swivel to look at you expectantly when they hear 

the marker.  Yay – you’re now able to start using it to train. 

 

How do I use it for training? 

 

Now you’re ready to use your marker in training.  Here’s how it goes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No power to the marker without payment for results 

 

Remember though that the use of the marker correctly marks the behaviour that you want, but it 

also needs to be followed up with something that the dog finds reinforcing.  Think of it as a: 

 

• Snapshot of a moment in time, the moment the dog did what you wanted; and 

• A promise of prompt payment for that effort (treat, game, toy, whatever turns your dog on). 
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Markers … continued

Order is critical 

 

Order is absolutely critical.  You want to see: 

 

 

 

 

Beware unintentional markers 

 

If you get your order wrong and you are marking and making movement towards the reward at 

the same time, or moving for the reward before you mark then your dog is highly likely to ignore 

the marker and be focusing on you and the slightest body movements you make.  Video yourself 

with your marker and reward and no dog.  Practice:  mark – count 1,2,3 (silently) – deliver reward.  

You’ll see how easy it can be with a bit of practice.  

 

Now add your dog and try again – see how it can all come apart!  But it is important – practice, 

practice, practice.  You’ll get there. 

The Class of 2018 

Did you know that the Club offers more than 30 Behaviour Training classes and 20 dog sport 

classes catering for 350 members and their dogs each week? None of this can happen  

without members—just like you—stepping forward to train as volunteer instructors so that we have 

the resources to provide classes. The Club cannot continue without this volunteer contribution. 

This year eleven wonderful members have embarked on the Club’s in-house instructors  

course—a six-month odyssey covering the theory and practice of dog behaviour and training. A 

huge thank you to Rhonda, Catriona, Jill, Sharon, Jess, Beth, Mark, Jackie, Jane, Leslie and Stuart. 

Interested in training as an instructor? Email the Club Office on contact@actcdc.org.au  

Photo: Anne Robertson 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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     Agility Action 

By Linda Spinaze — Convener 

Hello all CDC agiliteers and members, 

 

We started the year with an evening trial in late 

January.  Luckily the weather wasn’t too hot, 

and so we had an enjoyable time, although 

many handlers were struggling to remember 

handling manoeuvres after a seven week 

break from training. 

 

Our evening classes started in early February.  

This was a difficult time for Therese, our Class 

Manager, because of the numbers of potential 

students in each class, and she had to try to 

shuffle handlers between classes to get the 

best fit.  However, after classes had started, we 

realized that there were fewer students than we 

expected, and so a class was re-combined.  A 

lot of work for little return, so we’d ask all 

handlers to let your instructor  (and preferably 

also Therese) know whether you plan to return 

to class in the next session. 

 

The criteria for Agility Novice Dog of the Year 

has been clarified. If you think that you might 

be applying for this award at the end of the 

year, you will need proof of your dog’s placing 

over all-heights in the specific event.  If the trial 

is held in the ACT you will not need to chase the 

Trial Manager since Dogs ACT will receive all 

the records.  But if you compete successfully 

outside the ACT you will need to find out your 

placing over all the other competing dogs. 

 

This term we started again competing in 

Auslink.  Pamela 

Hunt has generously 

offered to run these 

nights.  Auslink is an 

Australian-wide 

competition in 

which all clubs can 

compete. A course 

is sent out to each 

competing club 

four times a year.  

Anyone can 

compete, and the 

scores are sent in to 

Auslink.  Handlers 

who do well receive 

a certificate. The 

first course was run 

in late February.  

Successful handlers 

were Jake Blight, 

Georgia Morris, 

Nicky Fallon, Jane Heseltine and Jill Campain. 

The next course will be  Wednesday 23rd May, 

then Monday 3rd September and Tuesday 27th 

November.  Come and compete – it’s an ideal 

opportunity to get some confidence in the ring. 

 

As you all know, CDC is celebrating its 60th 

Anniversary this year.  The special day will be 

on April 15th, and agility handlers will be able to 

show off their skills in a demonstration of some 

sort.  Details are yet to be finalized, but we will 

be asking handlers to bring their dogs and have 

some fun in the ring. 

 

We have now officially welcomed Nikki Fallon 

onto the Agility Sub-committee. It’s great to 

have her on board with her particular skills, and 

we are looking forward to be able to share 

some of the agility tasks with her and have her 

input on decisions. 

 

Our most recent trial was a Ribbon Trial on 

Tuesday 6th March. This evening trial was a 

Jumping trial, and our judge was Jake Blight.  

The higher level of courses were a bit 

challenging for many, but the Novice course 

saw a lovely lot of qualifications, many from 

handlers who had not trialled before. It was 

heart-warming to see the smiles on all those 

proud faces! 

 

Our next trial is our double Easter 60th 

Anniversary challenge, with agility, jumping, 

gamblers and strategic pairs competitions 

Want to know where the trickiest part of the course is?  

It’s where all the handlers congregate during the walk-through! 

(Photo: Anne Robertson)  
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Agility action … continued

Results from the Agility Trial — 4 November 2017 

Results for members only 

 

Novice Jumping - Judge: Ms Jenny Marshall (NSW) - SCT: 35 seconds 

500 1st Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CCD RN GD NRA SPD JC (Brittany) Judith Barlow 18.88s  

 2nd Charalandra Loose As Diamonds CCD NRA (Labrador Retriever) Karen Hobson 21.54s  

 

Excellent Jumping - Judge: Ms Jenny Marshall (NSW) - SCT: 42 seconds 

400 1st Lyndream Storm Boy JD (Shetland Sheepdog) Stephanie Windsor 34.25s   

500 2nd Wilson RN AD JD GD (Associate) Mrs Wendy Hathaway 35.64s  

 

Master Jumping - Judge: Ms Jenny Marshall (NSW) - SCT: 49 seconds  

500 2nd AgCh 500 Dazzle UD RE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDM SPDM (Australian Kelpie)  

     Barbara Brown 42.71s   

600 2nd Brunig ADX JDM JDO ADO GDX SPD SD (Associate) Linda Spinaze 43.19s  

 3rd Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDX SDX SPDX (Hungarian  

 Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 46.06s   

 

Open Jumping - Judge: Ms Jenny Marshall (NSW) - SCT: 45 seconds 

3rd  AgCh 500 Dazzle UD RE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDM SPDM (Australian Kelpie) Barbara  

 Brown 31.44s  

4th  AgCh Kellie ADM32 JDM34 ADO32 JDO42 GDM SPDM SDM (Associate) Greg Collins 32.27s  

5th  Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDX SDX SPDX (Hungarian Vizsla)  

 Lara Sedgmen 34.13s  

 

Open Agility - Judge: Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 60 seconds 

3rd  Oliver Brown ADX JDX JDO GDX SPD (Sporting Register) Barbara Brown 29.20s  

4th  AgCh 500 Dazzle UD RE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDM SPDM (Australian Kelpie) Barbara  

 Brown 32.48s  

5th  Flatout Joey ADM JDM ADO JDO GDX SDX SPDM (Australian Shepherd) Denise Iglesias 34.88s  

6th  AgCh Kellie ADM32 JDM34 ADO32 JDO42 GDM SPDM SDM (Associate) Greg Collins 35.26s  

7th  ROChTwigworth Jasper (Imp NZ) CDX ORA SD RAE RRD GDX ADX JDX SPDX (Golden  

 Retriever) Laraine Frawley 36.52s  

8th  Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CCD RN GD NRA SPD JC (Brittany) Judith Barlow 37.23s  

11th  Uwish U Were My Material Girl JDM ADX JDO GDX SD SPDX RN (Brittany) Ms Fiona Fraser  

 40.43s  

 

Master Agility - Judge: Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 55 seconds 

500 1st AgCh Kellie ADM32 JDM34 ADO32 JDO42 GDM SPDM SDM (Associate) Greg Collins  

39.40s  

 2nd AgCh 500 Dazzle UD RE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDM SPDM (Australian Kelpie)  

 Barbara Brown 40.18s  

 

Excellent Agility - Judge: Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) - SCT: 62 seconds 

500 1st Dash JDX AD GD SPD (Associate) Dr Deborah Apthorp 38.19s  

 

Novice Agility - Judge: Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) - SCT: 65 seconds 

200 1st Albiglen Nicoles Choice JD (West Highland White Terrier) Simone Pensko 35.44s  

being held over the Saturday and Sunday.  Our judges are from New Zealand and we are 

expecting good entry numbers.  It will be a busy weekend. 

 

Training tip: If you plan to start Agility soon, then train your dog to become accustomed to 

walking /standing/sitting/doing tricks on your right side. The Club’s new Behaviour Training syllabus 

encourages you to do this, and it will make your transition to Agility faster and easier.  Sending 

your dog around a cone (taught in Consolidation) is also aimed at agility needs, because it 

involves sending your dog away from you. 



 

Would you like to advertise in the Club’s magazine ?  We distribute 

about 350 copies of the magazine to members four times a year and 

you can access all issues on our website - it’s a great way to get your 

name out there. Advertising for the second issue for 2018 is due by the 

end of April. Rates are: 

TGC ADVERTISING RATES 

Page Size Width Length 
Single 

(1 issue) 

Yearly 

(4 issues) 

Full Page 170 mm 270 mm $60.00 $225.00   

1/2 Page 170 mm 130 mm $35.00 $125.00   

1/4 Page 80 mm 130 mm $20.00 No Yearly rate 

Email contact@actcdc.org.au if you would like to advertise. 
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300 2nd Neberden Perfectionist  (Cocker Spaniel) Miss Nicole Fallon 55.55s  

 

Master Strategic Pairs - Judge: Ms Jenny Marshall (NSW) - SCT: 65 seconds 

3rd  Flatout Joey ADM JDM ADO JDO GDX SDX SPDM (Australian Shepherd) Denise Iglesias 57.55s  

3rd  Kerodan Miss Meant To Be JDM ADX SPDM GD SD (Border Collie) Amanda Delaney 57.55s  

 

Excellent Strategic Pairs - Judge: Ms Jenny Marshall (NSW) - SCT: 66 seconds 

1st  Oliver Brown ADX JDX JDO GDX SPD (Sporting Register) Barbara Brown 65.27s  

1st  Dash JDX AD GD SPD (Associate) Dr Deborah Apthorp 65.27s  

2nd  Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CCD RN GD NRA SPD JC (Brittany) Judith Barlow 66.00s  

2nd  Morningmyst Lord Of The Isle CDX RAE ORA SPD (Golden Retriever) Laraine Frawley 66.00s  

 

Novice Strategic Pairs - Judge: Ms Jenny Marshall (NSW) - SCT: 85 seconds 

2nd  Phoebe JD AD (Associate) Christine Rees 57.00s  

2nd  Daffy CCD RA JDX JDO GD ADX SD (Associate Register) Kelli Edwards 57.00s  

3rd  Rosealia Black Lace  (Labrador Retriever)  Jenny Stirzaker 62.14s  

3rd  Hector AD JD GD (Associate Register) Mrs Therese Smith 62.14s  

4th  Ash  (Associate) Mrs Kylie White 66.00s  

4th  Ch Neut Ch Armahani Diamond Dansut CCD RA JD HT ET JC WPD (Finnish Lapphund)  

 Michelle Gurney 66.00s  

5th  Flatout Burn Away AD JDX SD GD (Australian Shepherd) Denise Iglesias 67.60s  

5th  Ameroo Quiz CD RAE JDX AD (Sporting Register) Vikki Evans 67.60s  

 

Novice Snooker - Judge: Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) - SCT: 61 seconds 

2nd  Hector AD JD GD (Associate Register) Mrs Therese Smith 59.73s 50 

3rd  Albiglen Nicoles Choice JD (West Highland White Terrier) Simone Pensko 28.26s 49 

4th  Pixie AD JD SPD GDX (Associate) Denise Stirzaker 28.68s 49 

5th  Dash JDX AD GD SPD (Associate) Dr Deborah Apthorp 31.04s 49 

7th  Moonshadow Golden Archer JD (Belgian Shepherd Dog (Tervueren)) Heather Mcginness  

 32.39s 47 

8th  Phoebe JD AD (Associate) Christine Rees 30.70s 45 

 

Excellent Snooker - Judge: Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) - SCT: 59 seconds 

4th  Uwish U Were My Material Girl JDM ADX JDO GDX SD SPDX RN (Brittany) Ms Fiona Fraser  

 42.98s 50 

6th  Brunig ADX JDM JDO ADO GDX SPD SD (Associate) Linda Spinaze 32.58s 48 

8th  Flatout Burn Away AD JDX SD GD (Australian Shepherd) Denise Iglesias 31.66s 46 

11th  ROChTwigworth Jasper (Imp NZ) CDX ORA SD RAE RRD GDX ADX JDX SPDX (Golden  

 Retriever) Laraine Frawley 42.56s 46 

Agility action … continued

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Scenes from the Obedience Trial — 11 November 2017

Photos by Lara Sedgmen 

Retrieving? Love it! 

Are you ready? 

I love coming 

when called! 

Is this close 

enough for full 

marks? 

You can’t fool me — 

My nose tells me this is 

the right one! 

One minute seems like an eternity in the Sit Stay—for everyone! 
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Obedience and Rally-o Trialling 

By Cath Perry — Convener 

The 2017 trialling year ended with an Obedience Trial on 11th November.  The New Year 

commenced with a double Rally-O Trial on 20th January. The event was well attended and 

enjoyed by all despite the heat. The start was delayed so that competitors could work in the 

shade. Congratulations to all who qualified and placed in the trials. Results appear below 

 

Classes in both Obedience and Rally-O training commenced in Term One this year and we are 

delighted to welcome new members to the classes. Teams are enjoying the more relaxed and 

informal format that these classes now provide while still striving to reach a high level of 

performance. It is fun to see just how well our dogs can ‘work’ even though the way we teach has 

them thinking that they are just having fun doing tricks and playing games. 

 

Obedience Skills, Trialling and Rally-O classes are held on Wednesday mornings and Thursday 

evenings and Obedience  classes are also held on Sunday mornings (see Class Times on page 57). 

Contact the Club Office on contact@actcdc.org.au if you are interested in joining any of the 

classes and you will be put in touch with the appropriate person.  

Results from the Obedience Trial — 11 November 2017  

Utility Dog Excellent – Judge: Mr Terry Griffin (NSW) 

 No qualifiers 

 

Utility Dog – Judge: Mr Terry Griffin (NSW) 

1st  Mrs LJ Aston’s T.Ch. Bruarong Hamish UD HXAs (Border Collie) 188/200 

 

Open – Judge: Mr Terry Griffin (NSW) 

 No qualifiers 

 

Companion Dog – Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW) 

1st   Feli Hopf, Munchener Jeanie Jumaana (Giant Schnauzer) 198/200 (see photo below) 

2nd  Helen Voyce, Bohunt Take A Back Seat (Border Terrier) 193/200 

3rd  Ryan Keeble, Wameika Quite The Storm RA JC (Brittany) 188/200 

 Karen Hobson, Charalandra Loose As Diamonds (Labrador Retriever) 185/200 

 Jenny O'Connor, Eraky Kobe RN CCD (Labrador Retriever) 182/200 

 

Community Companion Dog – Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW) 

1st  R&C Schuck, Icemist The Krystal Moon (Samoyed) 98/100 

2nd Werner Roth, Ch Marityme Just Cruisin (Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever) 85/100 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Obedience and Rally-O Trialling … continued

Results from the Rally-O Trial — 20 January 2018 (Trial 1) 

Rally Advanced A - Judge: Mrs Kim Houlden (VIC) 

1st  Jo Comber, KLA Simply Jack O' Hearts RN Australian Kelpie 99/100 

2nd  Jenny O'Connor , Eraky Kobe RN CCD (Labrador Retriever) 94/100 

3rd  Sue Howie, Noonbarra Rocket CDX RN (Australian Kelpie) 92/100 

 J Hathaway, Tenarda Mystery Maker RN (Chesapeake Bay Retriever) 92/100 

 Simone Hey, Shtar Aussie Floki RN  (Golden Retriever) 80/100 

 

Rally Advanced B - Judge: Mrs Kim Houlden (VIC) 

1st -  Kay Malone, Jamie CD RE (Associate) 

 95/100 

 

Rally Excellent B - Judge: Mrs Kim Houlden (VIC) 

1st   Kay Malone, Jamie CD RE (Associate) 93/100 

 

Rally Masters -Judge: Mrs Kim Houlden (VIC) 

1st    Naarilla Hirsch, El'Shamah Arcus RM RAE AD 

 JD GD SD SPDX (Border Collie) 93/100 

2nd    Laraine Frawley, Morningmyst Lord of the 

 Isles  CDX RAE ORA SPD (Golden Retriever) 

 93/100 

3rd   Elaine Temby, Ch Watervaal Winfrey Konexshun RAE CDX ET (Cocker Spaniel) 92/100 

 Alison McCann. O Ch Springloded Mirk UD JD  RE HSAs HSBs (Border Collie) 91/100 

 Mrs S Powell, Firdrak Lil Andy CD RE (Miniature Schnauzer) 86/100 

 

Rally Novice - Judge: Mrs Kim Houlden (VIC) 

1st   Mrs C Forsyth, Ch Tarlorise Ziggy Dancer CCD (German Shorthaired Pointer 99/100 

2nd    Jenny O'Connor, Goldtreve Sweet Chili Jam (Golden Retriever) 99/100 

3rd   Kate Stuart, Ruby CD (Associate) 99/100 

 Kate Stuart, Ch Hardrada Bobby Dazzler CCD (Imp NZL) (Rottweiler) 96/100 

 Lise Sandenbergh, Fenix (Associate) 95/100 

 Mrs L Vaughan, Ch Zankira Backoff I Am Inda Ring CCD (Rottweiler) 87/100 

Rally Advanced A - Judge:Mr Sid Schuck (ACT) 

1st    Sue Howie, Noonbarra Rocket CDX RN (Australian Kelpie) 92/100 

2nd   Jo Comber, KLA Simply Jack O' Hearts RN (Australian Kelpie) 91/100 

3rd   Jenny O'Connor. Eraky Kobe RN CCD  (Labrador Retriever) 89/100 

 

Rally Advanced B -Judge:  Mr Sid Schuck (ACT) 

1st   Kay Malone, Jamie CD RE  (Associate) 97/100 

 

Rally Excellent B - Judge: Mr Sid Schuck (ACT) 

1st   Kay Malone, Jamie CD RE  (Associate) 94/100 

 

Rally Masters - Judge: Mr Sid Schuck (ACT) 

1st    Naarilla Hirsch, El'Shamah Arcus RM RAE AD JD GD SD SPDX  (Border Collie) 96/100 

2nd  Elaine Temby, Ch Watervaal Winfrey Konexshun RAE CDX ET  (Cocker Spaniel) 96/100 

3rd    Laraine Frawley, Morningmyst Lord of the Isles CDX RAE ORA SPD  (Golden Retriever) 96/100 

 G & Dr P Woodman, Neut Gr Ch Caerhays Glen Hamish CD RAE JDX GD SPD  (Golden  

 Retriever) 93/100 

 Mrs S Powell, Firdrak Lil Andy CD RE (Miniature Schnauzer) 93/100 

 Catherine Perry, Neut Ch Caerhays Glen Keetah CD RM RAE AD JD GD SPD  (Golden  

 Retriever)  91/100 

 Alison McCann, O Ch Springloded Mirk UD JD RE HSAs HSBs  (Border Collie) 91/100 

  Mrs N Hardaker, Ch Llandwyn Crescent Moon CD RAE RM JD GD FSN HTMS.JC (Welsh  

 Corgi Cardigan) 90/100 

 G & Dr P Woodman, Ch Caerhays Glen Bronte RE GD JD  (Golden Retriever) 85/100 

Results from the Rally-O Trial — 20 January 2018 (Trial 2) 



When faced with hot weather, dogs must pant to 

cool themselves down. This mechanism works by 

evaporating water from the moist surfaces of the 

respiratory tract, and the rate of panting increases 

with the amount of heat to be dissipated. 

Brachycephalic dogs, such as Pugs, are at high risk 

of heat stress due to their compressed facial 

features. Airflow in the upper respiratory tract is 

restricted, reducing evaporation and requiring 

greater physical effort to pant, which in turn 

increases heat production. An exacerbating factor 

is excess body fat, which insulates the body from 

heat loss. This American study compared the 

thermoregulation of brachycephalic and non-

brachycephalic dogs when faced with a heat 

challenge. 

 

The respiratory pattern of 52 brachycephalic dogs 

and 53 non-brachycephalic dogs were compared 

using a sealed whole-body plethysmograph. This 

device measures changes in the volume of the 

dog’s body to calculate breath volume and 

respiration rate. The respiratory pattern and body 

temperature of the dogs were measured individually 

during 10 min of exposure to a cool treatment (22°

C) followed by 10 min of exposure to a hot 

treatment (33°C), one hour later. All dogs were body 

condition scored to assess body fat, and any dogs 

that showed signs of respiratory distress were 

removed from the treatment. 

 

The body condition score of the dogs had the 

greatest effect on their respiratory response to heat 

stress, with greater body fat associated with a higher 

body temperature under both hot and cool 

treatments, and reduced breath volume. The 

brachycephalic dogs showed a greater increase in 

respiration rate than non-brachycephalic dogs. 

These results indicate that brachycephalic dogs 

have a decreased capacity for thermoregulation 

than non-brachycephalic dogs, but body condition 

score has the greatest impact on body 

temperature. In conclusion, both brachycephaly 

and body condition should be considered risk 

factors when assessing whether a dog may be 

susceptible to heat stress.  

 

Davis M, Cummings S, Payton M (2017) Effect of 

brachycephaly and body condition score on 

respiratory thermoregulation of healthy dogs. 

Journal of the American Veterinary Medical 

Association 251:1160-1165.  

 

Abstract from RSPCA Australia Science Update  

Issue 59 January 2018 

Effects of brachycephaly and body condition on heat stress in dogs  
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Results from the Rally-O Trial — 20 January 2018 (Trial 2) … continued 

Rally Novice  - Judge: Mr Sid Schuck (ACT) 

1st   Kate Stuart, Ch Hardrada Bobby Dazzler CCD (Imp NZL)(Rottweiler) 99/100 

2nd   Mrs L Vaughan, Ch Zankira Backoff I Am Inda Ring CCD  (Rottweiler) 97/100 

3rd  Mrs C Forsyth, Ch Tarlorise Ziggy Dancer CCD  (German Shorthaired Pointer) 95/100 

 Kate Stuart, Ruby CD (Associate) 94/100 

 Jenny O'Connor, Goldtreve Sweet Chili Jam  (Golden Retriever)  81/100 

 

Out of date but still enjoyable 

Limited supply so be quick! 
At the Paws Shoppe 
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X-Factor promoted Vanessa March and Nikki 

Fallon to the senior training squad in late 2017, 

a year after they had  joined the beginners 

class. Their first Australian Flyball Association 

competition followed quickly in December 

2017.  Both handlers have had an impact with 

other X-Factor members due their vivacious 

personalities and their willingness to assist 

wherever needed. Of real interest, however, is 

their relationship with each other and how this 

formed over time. Read on…. 

 

The real story began in February 2016 when 

Vanessa and Nikki enrolled their dogs Pippa, 

then a 4 month old Border Collie, and Nikki with 

Mia, a 3 month old Cocker Spaniel, into puppy 

class. Little did they know that this would be the 

beginning of an amazing relationship, not only 

between the handlers, but also between the 

dogs. 

 

Vanessa had previously been a Club member 

many years ago with her first two dogs, Angel a 

14 year old Staffy X and Indie a Maltese X who 

is now 15 years old. She states that re-joining 

the Club with Pippa was a natural first choice 

when it came to training Pippa. 

 

When looking back on her Facebook memories 

the other day, Vanessa, came across a photo 

with the caption: “Pippa had her 4th class at 

doggy school tonight – even in the rain! …

Clearly she had more fun than we did, 

especially rolling around in the tanbark 

playpen with a BC after class”. 

This was an early example of the developing 

partnership between dogs and their handlers.  

 

Fast forward two years after puppy school and 

the duo have been on numerous adventures. 

The foursome have completed nearly all levels 

of basic training together, attended 

Obedience and Rally-O trial days together, do 

Agility and Flyball together, and Mia has also 

completed Nose Works. When not at the Club 

honing their various disciplines they can  be 

seen around Canberra and beyond socialising 

at dog-friendly events such as A Pooch Affair 

and the Dogs Day Out at Floriade to mention a 

few.  

 

Both dogs can only be described as glamour 

queens and this may be due to the fact that 

Nikki operates Doggy Day Spa Canberra and is 

so enthusiastic about the Club and her 

experiences here that she recommends the 

Club to all her clients. Nikki has also joined the 

Agility and K9D sub-committees as a way to 

give back to the Club from which she has 

gleaned so many great memories.  

 

Neither Vanessa nor Nikki had expected that 

such a friendship would strike up between their 

canines or each other while attending a puppy 

class. Both agree that the first two years is only 

the beginning of their friendship and that they 

have many more years of fun times ahead for 

the foursome. 

The story of Pippa and Mia 

By Rhonda Cameron 

Below: Pippa and Mia after a soggy class session 

(Sept 2016 ) Their first photograph together! 

Above: Corin Forest Doggy Snow Day (Sept 2018) 
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K9 Disc 

By Pauline Dikmans  — Convener 

First ever CDC K9 Disc class 

 

The first ever K9 Disc (K9D) class was held on Sunday 15 October 2017 and commenced with a 

K9D Workshop presented by Rodney Gooch and Kim Murrie from 4 Paws Sports in Melbourne and 

Jeff Socha from Cobram.  Our thanks to them for giving up their valuable time and travelling to 

Canberra to ensure K9D got off to the best start possible. They delivered a disc master class that 

involved disc basics in throwing, one-on-one focus exercises and strategies to take home to 

encourage both handlers and dogs to become more involved with discs. The skills that were 

shown and learnt form the basics for K9D.  It was three hours of fun and learning for both dogs and 

handlers.  For most in attendance it took them back to their youth when they played disc in their 

back yards. 

First ever UpDog Challenge K9D competition in the ACT 

 

The first ever UpDog Challenge K9D competition “Disc Grand Prix in the ACT” was held on Sunday 

24 September, 2017 at BDOC.  Of note was that Christine Bates, the president of BDOC, was 

accredited as the first UpDog Challenge Judge in the ACT – congratulations Christine.  In 

attendance were 22 Handler/Dog teams, over 4 UpDog games and Freestyle, totalling 60 entries. 

 

YouTube video of the day:  https://youtu.be/pzdbOqwDB6w. 

 

Congratulations to CDC members Pauline Dikmans & Ky and Amelia Allen & Garth for competing 

in their first ever UpDog Challenge competition. 

 

In UpDog Challenge, all Handler/Dog teams participating earn points and achievements, 

regardless of whether they place in competition – all teams progress in their own UpDog 

Challenge.  All points and achievements are credited and documented on the UpDog website.  

UpDog in the USA, where the sport originated, regulates the UpDog Challenge rules and 

administers all competitions world-wide. 

 

K9D class – practicing throwing discs  

Below: (L) Ky about to catch a “roller” disc in Time Warp, (R)  Garth competing in Frizgility  

https://youtu.be/pzdbOqwDB6w
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First ever UpDog Challenge K9D competition at 

CDC 

 

CDC held its first ever UpDog Challenge 

competition on NYE 31 December 2017, called 

“Spinning Discs with a Midnight Kiss”.  In 

attendance were 18 Handler/Dog Teams, over 

4 UpDog games, totaling 47 entries – a good 

turnout considering the date. 

 

YouTube video of the day:  https://youtu.be/

yfmzqHZEekc. 

 

Congratulations to CDC members Jill Bradfield 

& Possum and Julie Smith & Wolfie for 

competing in their very first UpDog Challenge 

competition. 

 

Diary dates  

 

Saturday 28 April—UpDog Challenge ACT 

Autumn Antics at the Belconnen Dog 

Obedience Club. Games will include  Frizgility, 

Time Warp, 4 Way Play and Throw N Go. 

 
Above right: Gus reaching for a catch in 4 Way Play  

Right: Young Quinn learning about discs  

K9 Disc … continued

+ = 

REMINDER - DISABLED PARKING 
Please note that the disabled spaces in the Instructors' car park are  

at all times for the exclusive use of people holding disabled  

parking permits.  

 

This includes instructors, members and visitors with disabled parking permits. 

Please ensure that you do not use these spaces without a permit. In the 

event that all spaces are taken by permit holders, disabled members and  

visitors may park in other parts of the Instructors'  

car park at any time. 

  

This restriction also applies when trials are held on the Club grounds. 

https://youtu.be/yfmzqHZEekc
https://youtu.be/yfmzqHZEekc


               Term Four Results 
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FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION 

 

Alison England & Ruby 

Allan McFarlane & Rufus 

Altyn and Rosemary Cassidy & Zulu 

Amanda Mcleod & Nero 

Amardeep Wander & Leo 

Amie Saunders & Millie 

Amrish & Ahana Agarwal & Boots 

Angela Noakes & Bailey Bear 

Anna Goodman & Fletcher 

Anthony and Angela Carr & Bansy 

Beck Fordyce & Lochie 

Carolyn Lawrence & Daisy 

Cathie Bartley & Shardy 

Catriona Anderson & Lily 

Cecilia and Ian Murphy & Hugo 

Colin and Penny Pardoe & Polly 

David Perkins & Myffy 

David Weiss & Toby 

Davina Harris & Wisha 

Dianne Gayler & Simba 

Donna Cameron & Ruski 

Doreen Huynh & Cinta 

Eleanor Bartley & Kane 

Emma Boynes & Nalla 

Eowyn Osborne & Nymeria 

Erin and Ross Stevens & Oswald 

Fran Johnson & Skadi 

Geoff de Zylva & Toffee 

Georgina Dale & Merlin 

Gerry Crisp & Tiger 

Gillian Atkin & Chilli 

Helen Patrech & Skipper 

Imogen Firmstone & Luna 

Isahn and Mystara Holweg & Ursa 

Jamie Gale & Roxy 

Jane and Katie Marchall & Ruffles 

Jean Dillon & Bonnie 

Jenny Stirzaker & Gryffin 

Jenny Waygood & Mukmhara 

Jess Groves & George 

Jonathan Lyall & Tia 

Julie Cardew & Phoebe 

Kahlea and Jack McGeechan & Mazzy 

Kaitlyn Bradey & Django 

Kalpana De Luis & Louie 

Kerry Browning & John Kerwan & Hugo 

Kerry Deans & Tenby 

Kevin Scholz & Bonnie 

Khiani Klaus & Kaidan 

Lauren Anthes & Puck 

Leanne Harrigan & Milly 

Liam and Phoebe Langford & Barney 

Linda Newbery & Twix 

Louise Camm-Westcombe & Axel 

Lucy Cretni & Remi 

Lucy Langshaw & Mac 

Marcelo Munoz & Paxi 

Mark Donohue & Tinkel 

Megan Cole & Hugo 

Melanie Grimmer & Alfie 

Melanie Rosin & Tarrien 

Michael Morton & Molly 

Natalie Moore & Boston 

Natasha Platts and Mitchell Carroll & Maple 

Natasha Sands & Chai 

Natasha Scandrett & Axel 

Nicole & Kate McDougall & Blondie 

Olivia Lewis & Ivy 

Paul Welsh & Bertie 

Renee Hamilton & Tashi 

Roger Neilson & Charlie 

Sarah Coleman & Rico 

Sarah Musto & Bryn 

Simon Oliver & Livvy 

Stephen Robinson & Cypher 

Tamara Noble & Bonnie 

Tess Rooney & Nala 

Thomas McDonald & Jazz 

Tom and Teagan Gaukroger 

Victoria and Alexander Gorringe & Milo 

Victoria Gorringe & Radely 

 

CONSOLIDATION TO GRADUATION 

 

Alicia Roff & Tapio 

Alison England & Dexter 

Amie Connor & Dolly 

Anne Godman & Finn 

Bruce Green & Jasper 

Cathy Vaughan & Austin 

Chantal Grellman & Grizzly 

Di Adams & Ernie 

Don Hamer & Dave 

Donna Cameron & Honey 

Dylan Gloury & Remi 

Ellie Croft & Archie 

George Baade & Frankie 

Helen Thorne & Bonnie 

Hellene Freebody & Gypsy 

Jane and Danny Warring & Sapphire 

Janet Mathewson & Alba 

Jeff Kingwell & Bear 

Julia Ballat & Skylar 

Julie Whitmore & Bea 

Kara Chapple & Olive 

Katherine Walsh & Koda 

Lawrence Loh & Ruby 

Leigh Nind & Diamond 

Maggie Tran & Eva 

Michelle Henry & Bertie 

Natasha Wood & Daisy 

Oliver Caddick & Ali 

Rachel McKeever & Pilot 

Rachel Storey & Ginny 

Sabine Stellmaker & Sebastian 

Sonya Harrison & Harvey 

Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so 

that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue. 

Results  are based on available documentation. 



Term Four results … continued
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Sue Campbell & Andre 

Wendy Parsons & Lochie 

Wendy Townsend & Pepper 

 

GRADUATION TO COMPANION 

 

Andrea Thom & Banjo 

Hannah Ridler & Moose 

Jacqueline Gee & Rocket 

Jill Matthews & Jago 

Karen Keily & Noski 

Leslie Roberts & Bean 

Martin Barnier & Tigger 

Phillip Noble & Maggie 

Spencer Redfern and Heather Cook & Max 

  
ADVANCED TO TRANSITION 

 

Jocelyn Newman & Bridie (1st)  

 

TRANSITION TO PRIMARY  

COMPANION 

 

Chris Lathbury & Louis (1st) 

Jenny Brooks & Jaffa (2nd) 

Maureen Cummuskey (3rd) 

Bridie Doyle & Ita (1st) 

Luka Rewette & Hugo (2nd) 

Cheyne Fischer & Millie (1st) 

Martin Corujo & Arlo (2nd) 

Ian Beckingham & Zoe (3rd) 

Song Chen & Hugo 

Mike Dukic & Louie 

Cathy Hoekzemia & Opie 

Tony Frazer & Sully 

 

PRIMARY COMPANION TO  

SECONDARY COMPANION 

 

Lynn Harden & Sami (1st) 

Annemarie McGowan & Rusty (1st) 

Dianne Gallasch & Tank (2nd) 

 

SECONDARY COMPANION 

 

Barbara Gough & Jack (Gold) 

Michael Parsons & Mabel (Silver) 

Jack Elwin & Jazz (Silver) 

Kathleen Plowman & Nellie (Silver) 

Liz Lynch & Maisie (Silver) 

Nikki Fallon & Mia (Silver) 

Liz Burman & Elsie (Bronze) 

Al Klovdahl & Joey (Bronze) 

Chris Lathbury & Daisy (Bronze) 

Eric Connell & Eleanor (Bronze) 

Lorelle D’Arcy & Hattie (Bronze) 

Rupert Winkler & Indi (Bronze) 

Tegan Redman & Viktor (Bronze) 

 

 

 

OMISSION — TERM 3 

 

FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION 

 

Andrea McCuaig & Lucy 

Above: Lynn & Sami 

Left: Cheyne & Milie 

Below: Chris &  Louis 

Far below: Annemarie & Rusty 



News from the Paws Shop 

By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager 

OPENING TIMES 

Wednesday 10:00am - 12 noon 

Thursday               6.30 -  9.15pm 

Sunday          9:15am  - 12 noon 
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NOW IN STOCK — PUPPINGTON PODS 
 

For everyday fun and sports training  

Awesome stimulating, reward-based toys that will keep your dog in the game ! 

Perfect for training and interactive play.  

They are fantastic at helping to build motivation and drive in food loving dogs. 

Watch the videos at https://youtu.be/FNQp3tfJMTU and https://youtu.be/ZhA0Ug7Mksk  

Petite—$12.00       Regular—$15,00  

Note: These toys MUST be used under supervision. 

More sizes in stock 

 

FREEDOM 

NO-PULL 

HARNESSES 

Need more control than a Sense-ible or Sense-ation Harness offers? 

We have combined back and front-attach Freedom No-Pull Harnesses 

in Small, Medium, Large and X-Large sizes that may suit your needs. 

Yes, you will still need to train your dog to walk nicely on lead …  

but this equipment will help give you peace–of–mind while you do.  

Interested? Ask for a custom-fitting at the Paws Shop. 

https://youtu.be/FNQp3tfJMT
https://youtu.be/ZhA0Ug7Mksk
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See page 54 for a complete list of 

training aids (including food rewards) 

available from the Club’s shop  

 
Food rewards are one of the most important 

aids you can use to train your dog.  It is 

essential to choose treats that your dog really 

likes.  The Club shop sells a variety of oven-dried 

treats including Beef Liver Treats in 150gram 

and 500 gram bags, Beef and Chicken Meat 

Balls in 250 gram bags, Sweet Potato Strips in 

120gram bags, Pigs Ears (individually and in 

bags of 10) and Pigs Ear Strips in bags of 12 

(suitable for smaller dogs and puppies as a 

chew treat).  If you forget to bring your treats to 

class the shop can provide frozen fresh meat 

and cheese which we will defrost in the 

microwave ready for use.  We also have a 

range of 1 kilo bags of Dog Biscuits which are 

very popular. 

  

Use the treats to reward the behaviour that you 

want - and provide a variety to keep your dog 

guessing. And if you want to make your own 

treats have a look at Tipsy’s Famous Recipe 

Corner in previous issues of the magazine 

(available on our website at 

www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-

companion.html. 

  

Of course we have lots of refreshments for  

two-legged Club members as well - barista 

coffee, milk shakes, hot chocolate, homemade 

cake, toasted sandwiches, pies, pasties, 

sausage rolls and much more. We strive to 

keep our prices below retail prices and any 

proceeds go towards the maintenance of the 

Club. 

 

Come into the Clubhouse and see Katrina and 

Connor for friendly service! 
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News from the Paws Shop … continued

NOW IN STOCK 

Classic Kongs, Extreme Kongs,  

Senior Kongs and Puppy Kongs  

- All sizes -  
 

Make sure you always bring a stuffed Kong 

along to your classes to help  

settle your dog. 

NOW IN STOCK 

FORAGE MATS AND TUG TOYS 

 

Forage Mats - Specially for puppies - sprinkle 

some dry kibble in a mat and watch them use 

all their senses to find the food. Great physical 

and mental exercise just $25.00.  For the Flyball 

enthusiast - or just for fun - the PAWS Shop has 

a new-style 90cm Tug Toy for $15.00.  The For-

age Mats and Tug Toys are locally made so 

please ask at the shop if you would like one 

made in your favourite colours. 

http://www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-companion.html
http://www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-companion.html


Is Your Membership Due ? 

Fees 

(from 1 October 2017) 

Joining Fee (household) $ 80.00 

Annual Subscription  (household) $120.00 

Training Fees (per Dog/per Year) 
• Behaviour Training 

• Obedience Trialling 

• Agility 

• Flyball 

• Dances with Dogs 

• Rally-O 

• K9 Disc 

• Tracking 

 

$ 80.00 

$ 80.00 

$ 80.00 

$ 80.00 

$ 80.00 

$ 80.00 

$ 80.00 

$0.00 

Additional Dog Fee $ 60.00 

Instructors’ Fee $ 30.00 

Casual Visitors Fee (day, week, 

month). Conditions apply—

contact the office 

 

$ 5/25/50 

Contact Us 

Phone 02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604 

Web www.actcdc.org.au 

Office Narrabundah Lane, Symonston  ACT 

• Tuesday-Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 

• Thursday    6:30pm-9:15pm 

• Sunday              9:00am-12:00pm 
 

Office Manager: Marika Mueller  

          CLOSED MONDAY 

Email     contact@actcdc.org.au 

 

We welcome your feedback. 
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Did you join in Term 1 last year?  

If so, your membership is due for renewal. 

 
Are you in Secondary Companion?  

Is your Attendance Card BLUE or PINK?  

If so, your membership is due for renewal. 

You can renew online – how easy is that ! 
 

Go to the Club’s website at http://www.actcdc.org.au 

1. Download the Membership Renewal form at 

 http://www.actcdc.org.au/join-the-club.html  

2. Complete the form and send it back to the Club via e-mail 

3. Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities 

 Bank BSB: 032 729 

 Account: 235628 

 Reference: Your surname and phone number 

 

Make sure your reference will easily identify your payment  

and don’t forget to keep your receipt. 

You don’t even have to leave your house ! 

 

            EFTPOS and PayWave facilities are available 

              Renew your membership at the Club Office 

    No minimum transaction (sorry, no cash out) 

http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/join-the-club.html


      Class Times (Term 1) 

BEHAVIOUR TRAINING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Level 1 -  Foundation (Puppy) 10:00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 1 - Foundation (Adult) 10:00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 2 - Consolidation 10:00 -11.00am 8.00 - 9.00pm 10:45 - 11.45am Assessed in class 

Level 3 - Graduation 10:00 -11.00am 8.00 - 9.00pm 10:45 - 11.45am Assessed in class 

Level 4 - Companion 10:00 -11.00am 8.00 - 9.00pm 10:45 - 11.45am Assessed in class 

Secondary Companion 10:00 -11.00am - 10:45 - 11.45am Assessed in class 

Thursday class times may vary in Terms 2 and 3 (ie winter months) 

OBEDIENCE TRIALLING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Obedience Skills 10.00 -11.00am 8.00 - 9.00pm 10.45 - 11.45am Assessed in class 

Obedience Trialling  11:15am -12.15pm 8.00 - 9.00pm 10.45 - 11.45am N/A 

RALLY OBEDIENCE Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

All levels 10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - N/A 

AGILITY Monday Tuesday Wednesday Assessment 

Level One - - 6.45 - 7.45pm Assessed in class 

Level Two (A) 6.00 - 7.00pm - - Assessed in class 

Level Two (B) / Level Three 7.00 - 8.00pm - - Assessed in class 

Level Four (A) - - 6.00 - 7.00pm Assessed in class 

Level Four (B) - - 7.00 - 8.00pm Assessed in class 

Novice 7.00 - 8.30pm - - Trial performance 

Excellent/Masters - 7.00 - 8.30pm - Trial performance 

Agility classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5). Class times/days vary from term to term 

FLYBALL Tuesday Wednesday Sunday  

Beginners - 6.30 - 7.30pm - Assessed in class 

Intermediate - 7.30 - 8.30pm - Assessed in class 

Advanced 6.45 - 8.45pm - - Assessed in class 

Individual and Competition  

Preparation 
- - 3.00 - 5.00pm N/A 

Flyball classes are held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks 

DANCES WITH DOGS Monday    

Beginners 6.45 - 7.30pm   Assessed in class 

Continuing 7.30 - 8.15pm   Assessed in class 

DWD classes are held in the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground AND in the Flyball Paddock. 

Check with instructor for dates and locations. 

K9 DISC   Sunday  

Held in the Narrabundah Paddock  12.00-1.30pm N/A 
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 Club Activities 

BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING 

 
The Club offers four levels of behavior training 

classes for all breeds and ages of dogs to learn 

how to behave appropriately at home and in 

the community. These classes will help you 

understand how your dog learns and will teach 

you how to train your dog to be a good 

companion. The focus is on teaching practical 

life skills such as learning to relax, walking on 

lead without pulling; to come when called; to 

sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at 

doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and 

to socialize appropriately with dogs and 

people. You will need to ring up to book your 

dog in (see Office contact details on page 56). 

You should do this several weeks in advance of 

your desired entry date to ensure that you will 

get a place. Dates for the next course can be 

found in the Calendar (see page 59). 

 

DOGS-AS-THERAPY 

 
Members and their dogs visit nursing homes to 

provide pet therapy for the residents. If you 

have a dog that is people and dog friendly 

and isn’t fazed by noise and movement this 

activity might be for you. 

 

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB 

 

Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials 

(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high 

degree of handler-dog team work and 

precision over a range of exercises at different 

levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork, 

retrieving, scent work, taking directions a 

distance and stays. Dogs must have passed the 

Graduation level of basic training (Level 3) to 

be admitted to the entry-level trialling class. 

 

Rally Obedience –  Rally-O is an obedience 

competition that requires the handler and dog 

team to negotiate a course in the heel position 

and to perform various manoeuvres such as sits, 

downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers 

are able to praise their dog while it is working. 

Dogs must have passed the Graduation level of 

basic training (Level 3) to participate in Rally-O 

classes. 

 

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach 

your dog to negotiate different obstacles such 

as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog 

walks and weave poles.  Once you have 

gained some basic skills, the challenge is to 

learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one 

obstacle to another on a course, and the 

courses change each time so that you and 

your dog are constantly being challenged to 

improve your skills. To start training dogs must 

be at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; physically sound and not overweight; 

and under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities (however no minimum basic 

training level is required). 

 

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles, 

release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their 

handler over the hurdles.  It is a fast and furious 

team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy.  

Dogs must be at least 12 months old to ensure 

the dog’s skeletal and musculature system is 

strong enough; physically sound and not 

overweight; and under control off-lead around 

other dogs and activities (however no 

minimum basic training level is required). 

 

Dances with Dogs – In this sport handlers take 

obedience skills to a new level by performing 

routines to music with their dogs. All you need 

to get involved is a love of music, the desire to 

have a great time with your dog and a 

commitment to rewards-based training. DWD is 

suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of all 

breeds, sizes and ages.  

 

K9 Disc – This sport involves a dog chasing, 

catching and retrieving a flying disc (such as a 

Frisbee) thrown by its handler. As training 

progresses, handlers and dogs can learn and 

compete in distance, freestyle and games 

events. Discs are available in a variety of 

weights and diameters to cater for dogs of 

different sizes. Dogs must have completed 

basic training at Graduation level (Level 3), be 

at least 14 months old and physically fit to 

participate. 

 

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports 

involves the dog following a scent trail left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted 

during the cooler months due to the risk of 

snakes. The Club provides an information 

session in autumn and organizes ‘peer-support’ 

training to help members get started. 

 

For more information on any of these activities 

refer to the relevant contacts on page 10 or 

leave your name at the Club Office. 
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     Calendar of Events 2018 
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MARCH Sat 24* Connect and Participate (CAP) Expo at Old Bus Depot Markets, Kingston  / 

Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Dances With Dogs Trial / Albury and 

Border Kennel Club Agility and Obedience Trial 

  Sun 25* Albury and Border Kennel Club Agility and Obedience Trial 

  Tues 27 Committee meeting – Clubhouse 

  Wed 28 No training classes - Easter /  Session 1 agility ends 

  Thurs 29  No training classes - Easter 

  Fri 30 Good Friday 

  Sat 31 Easter Saturday / CDC 60th ANNIVERSARY AGILITY TRIAL 

APRIL Sun 1 Easter Sunday  / No training classes / CDC Agility Trial / Daylight saving ends 

  Mon 2 Easter Monday 

  Wed 4 Agility intake assessment (session 2) 

  Sat 7* Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Obedience Trial / Bega Valley Kennel 

and Obedience Club Agility Trial   

  Sun 8* Bega Valley Kennel and Obedience Club Agility Trial  

  Mon 9  Session 2 agility commences 

  Wed 11 Term 1 Behaviour Training classes end (week 9) 

  Thurs 12 Term 1 Behaviour Training classes end (week 9) 

  Sat 14  ACT School Holidays start  

  Sun 15 Term 1 Behaviour Training classes end (week 9) and  

CDC 60th ANNIVERSARY OPEN DAY 

  Sat 21* Tuggeranong Dog Training Club Obedience Trial / ACT Gundog Society's 

Retrieving Ability Test for Gundogs (at Tuggeranong)  

  Mon 23* Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Agility Trial (evening)  

  Tues 24 Committee meeting – Clubhouse 

  Wed 25 Anzac Day / ACT Hound Club Lure Coursing Training Day at CDC 

  Sat 28* UpDog Challenge ACT Autumn Antics at Belconnen Dog Obedience 

Club / Kyeamba Kennel and Training Club Agility Trial, Wagga Wagga 

  Sun 29* Kyeamba Kennel and Training Club Agility Trial, Wagga Wagga 

  Mon 30 ACT School Term 2 starts 

MAY Wed 2 Term 2 Behaviour Training classes start  

  Thurs 3 Term 2 Behaviour Training g classes start  

  Sat 5* Shoalhaven Dog Training Club Agility Trial 

  Sun 6 Term 2 Behaviour Training  classes start  / Albury & Border Kennel Club 

Obedience Trial * 

  Wed 9  Introduction to tracking presentation  – Clubhouse (evening) 

  Sat 12 CDC Flyball Competition  

  Sun 13 Mothers Day - classes held  

  Tues 15 CDC Jumping Trial (evening)  

  Sat 19 ACT Gundog Society Agility Trial at CDC  

  Sun 20* RSPCA Million Paws Walk  

  Mon 21 National Volunteer Week, 21-27 May 

  Sat 26 CDC 60th ANIVERSARY UPDOG (K9 DISC) CHALLENGE hosted by 4 Paws 

Sports / Tuggeranong Dog Training Club Rally-O Trial*  

  Sun 27 K9 Disc Workshop hosted by 4 Paws Sports / Lure Coursing Trial* / 

Wollongong Dog Sports Club Agility Trial* 

  Mon 28 Reconciliation Day Public Holiday 

  Tues 29 Committee meeting – Clubhouse 

  Wed 30  Session 2 agility ends                                                 * Not held on Club grounds 



 

Off-lead exercise at our Club 
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 Read the gate signs. 

 Play safe - use common 

sense in the off-lead 

areas. 

Always ask and gain 

permission from 

everyone before going 

into an area that is 

already occupied. 

  Enter on lead and 

remove the lead while 

your dog is sitting. 

  Move well away from 

the gate to avoid 

crowding. 

  Keep moving to 

minimise tension and 

scuffles between dogs. 

  Stay alert and keep an 

eye on your dog. 

  Always reward your 

dog for coming to you. 

  Avoid using balls and 

other toys if the area is 

crowded or dogs 

become excited. 

  Leave immediately if 

your dog becomes 

anxious, or is annoying 

or aggressive towards 

other dogs. 

  Limit your time to 15 

minutes if other 

members are waiting to 

use the area. 

  Always clean up after 

your dog. 

 

NOTE: The Narrabundah 

and Flyball Paddocks 

are not available for  

off-lead use 30 minutes 

before or after training 

classes.  

Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas. 

Read the gate signs and the poster on the Club’s outside noticeboards. 

You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked. 


