
   

   The year in review 2018-19  
   Getting to know your Committee 

   Introducing Trick Dogs—a new sport 

   Celebrating our newest life member 

   Catching up with the Club’s dog sports 

   
  
  

T
h

e
 G

o
o

d
 C

o
m

p
a

n
io

n
  

© ACT Companion Dog Club Inc 2019 

 
 

NOVEMBER 2019 | Volume 31 | Number 3-4 



Page |2 The Good Companion | November 2019| Vol 31| No 3-4 

 

 

 

TERM BREAK 
 

Term 4 classes end on 
Sunday 8th December 

 
Classes resume in 2020 on  
Wednesday 5th February 
Thursday 6th February 
Sunday 9th February Set yourself a reminder— 

your dog is relying on you! 
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 From the Dog Kennel  

Editor and Acting President — Anne Robertson  

Welcome to the last issue of The Good Companion for 2019.  This issue 

contains all the reports tabled at the Club’s Annual General Meeting in 

August. They are a testament to the diversity of the Club’s activities and 

the passion of its members. As a result of a contested ballot the AGM saw 

several changes to the composition of the Club’s management 

committee and further changes occurred in late October. Details of these 

changes are provided on page 26.  Short profiles of Committee members 

are provided on pages 11-15 and a complete list of Committee and Sub-

Committee members is provided on page 59. All these members are 

responsible for the smooth running of the Club and I encourage you to 

have a chat with any of them if you have queries or concerns about the  

Club. You can also email the Club office at contact@actcdc.org.au.  

 

We are now winding down towards the end of the training year—with our Christmas Party and 

Annual Awards presentations occurring on Sunday 8th December. All members are welcome to 

come along, simply RSVP by 1st December and dress up for the occasion (perhaps you and your 

dog will win the ‘Best Dressed’ prize). Classes resume in the first week of February 2020. 

 

Did you know the magazine is also available in full colour on the Club’s website? It can be 

downloaded in all its glory at www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-companion.html.  Use Adobe 

Acrobat PDF viewer for best results.  

 

See you on the grounds ... 
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Thanks For Your Contribution 

The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Terms Three and Four (July—December 2019): 

 

Behaviour Training:  Catriona Anderson, Gillian Atkin, Susan Barnard, Stuart Barrow, Jill Bradfield, 

Oliver Caddick, Kerry Deans, Sophie Dunstone, Christina Erwin, Dianne Gallasch, Barbara Gough, 

Sharon Haines, Kath Hallam, Renee Hamilton, Hilarie Kemp, Peter Hendriks, Ping Leong, Izabela 

Lisiecka, Rowan McKeever, Heather McPherson, Laura Naffa, Penny Pardoe-Matthews, Kathleen 

Plowman, Lesley Pothan, Louise Raisin, Leslie Roberts, Anne Robertson, Jane Rylands, Linda 

Spinaze, Fiona Straffon, Jess Strain, Jackie Trotter, Cathy Vaughan, Jane Vickers , Lizzie Waddell, 

Juliet Ward, Claire Weekes, Julie Whitmore, Chris Woodgate Reserves:  Kerry Deans, Melinda 

Parrett, Jane Richardson,  
 

Agility (Sessions 4 and 5):  Di Adams, Amanda Delaney, Karen 

Edwards, Wendy Hathaway, Pamela Hunt, Naarilla Hirsch, Lucy 

Jesiolowski, Maureen Lewis, Jess McNamara-Rice, Simone Pensko, 

Cath Perry, Anne Robertson, Lara Sedgmen, Linda Spinaze,  

 

Flyball: Cathy Vaughan 
 

Obedience Trialling and Rally Obedience:  Vikki Evans, Laraine 

Frawley, Charlie Giles, Sue Howie, Cath Perry, Geoff Woodman, Tricia 

Woodman  
   

DWD: Raelene Stewart 
 

THANK YOU 

— CDC Instructors — 

Serving the CDC canine community for more than 60 years! 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-companion.html
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Under the Club’s Constitution, Honorary Life Membership may be bestowed on a person who has 
“rendered outstanding service or benefits” to the Club.  

Our newest Honorary Life Member 

Heather McPherson 

Heather McPherson originally joined the Club in the 
mid-1980s (when she was just a ‘slip of a girl’) to 
train her Labrador X ‘Ben’. She re-joined the Club in 
2002 to train her young yellow Labrador ‘Maverick’, 
born in December 2001. She qualified as a Level 
One instructor in 2004 and a Level Two instructor in 
2007.  
 
Apart from her early contribution as an instructor, 
Heather trained and competed with Maverick in 
Obedience Trialling and 
Agility earning CDX, ADX, 
JDX, SPDX and GD titles 
before Maverick was 
forced into early 
retirement due to a life-
changing injury in 2008. 
Despite this 
disappointment Heather 
continued to help behind-
the-scenes with the 
conduct of agility trials 
until 2013. 
  
In August 2010 Heather 
joined the Main 
Committee as Security 
Officer and she has 
continued in this role on 
the Committee for the 
past nine years. In 2013 
she successfully applied 
for an ACT Justice and 
Community Safety grant 
from the ACT Government 
valued at $9300 to install 
an internal and external 
CCTV video monitoring 
surveillance system and 
to upgrade the Club’s security locking mechanisms. 
This initiative, combined with the ongoing use of a 
security monitoring service, has significantly 
reduced the incidence of burglary and vandalism at 
the Club – and the heartbreak and expense of 
remediation the Club previously experienced.  
 
In August 2014 Heather also took on the role of 
Junior Vice-President (a role she still holds) and 
assumed responsibility for grounds maintenance 
from August 2016 to August 2018. Apart from her 
roles on the Main Committee Heather also served 
on the Obedience Trialling Sub-Committee from 
August 2011 – August 2014 and the Obedience 
Training Sub-Committee from August 2011 – 
August 2015.  As part of the latter role Heather 
contributed to the roll-out of instructor courses in 
2012 and 2013. 

Heather’s second Labrador ‘Pepsey’ joined her 
household in early 2010 and while holding down her 
many management roles at the Club Heather 
successfully trained and trialled Pepsey and 
Maverick during 2012-14, earning two Obedience 
Trialling titles with Pepsey and four Rally Obedience 
titles with Maverick. 
 
While Security has been Heather’s primary 
management responsibility over the past decade, 

she has also participated 
in numerous working 
bees, sourced outdoor 
furniture for the Club, 
persuaded old Canberra 
connections to donate 
landscaping supplies free 
of charge,  attracted 
numerous donations of 
raffle prizes and BBQ 
supplies for the Club’s 
Open Days, Annual 
Awards and Bunnings 
fund-raisers, and has co-
ordinated the Club’s 
Instructors Dinners in 
recent years. With 
Maverick and Pepsey, she 
has also been one of the 
Club’s most prominent 
community advocates in 
the past five years with 
her involvement in the 
very popular Connect and 
Participate Expo at 
Kingston and Pooch Affair 
at EPIC.  
 
Heather has also 

instructed at the Club with almost no breaks for the 
past nine years, often volunteering to take more 
than one class each session or term to ensure that 
the Club can provide services to its members. 
 
Heather is undoubtedly a stalwart of the Club – 
staunch, loyal, committed, reliable, trustworthy and 
hardworking. She has a great love for dogs and 
loves helping people to see the best in their dogs. 
This is evident in her interactions with new 
members in class and on the Club grounds and in 
her promotion of the Club at community events. 
 
In view of her continuity of service and outstanding 
contribution to the Club in so many roles over the 
past 15 years Heather was accepted into Honorary 
Life Membership at the Club’s 2019 Annual General 
Meeting. 
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Access to the car park is RESTRICTED at the following times: 
 

Wednesdays 9.30am—12.45pm 
Thursdays 6.15pm—9.30pm 
 Sundays 9.00am—12.15pm 

 during class terms 
 

ONLY Instructors, Committee and Sub-Committee members,  
Life Members and members with disabled parking permits 

may use the car park during these times.  
 
 

In addition, disabled spaces in the car park are for the exclusive use of people holding 
disabled parking permits at all times. This restriction also applies when trials are held on 

the Club grounds. 

RESERVED PARKING 
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 What’s Coming Up At Our Club ? 

Are classes held over December and 

January ? 

 

The Club’s regular training classes will finish on 

Sunday 8 December and start again in the 

week beginning 3 February 2020. 

What events are coming up at the Club? 

 

Our Christmas Party and Annual Awards will be 

held on Sunday 8 December—see the poster 

on pages 2 and 4 for more information. 

 

The Club will then be pretty quiet until the 

afternoon Rally Obedience trial on Saturday 18 

January. This trial is run under Australian 

National Kennel Council rules and enables 

members to compete for nationally recognised 

titles for their dogs (the equivalent of university 

degrees!).  

 

Members are welcome to come and watch 

this event—but please leave your dog at home 

as access to off-lead exercise areas may be 

limited on such occasions. 

 

Can I use the Club grounds over the holidays ? 

  

Yes. Financial members may use the grounds 

for training and exercise over the break 

providing other events are not scheduled. You 

may NOT bring visitors (or dogs that are not 

listed on your membership) on to the grounds 

without permission (see page 50 for further 

information). Please show courtesy to other 

Club members who may also be on the 

grounds, ensure that your dog does not pose a 

nuisance to others, observe Club etiquette for 

using the off-leash areas (see page 62) and 

always clean up after your dog.  

 

NOTE: The Club grounds will be closed on 10-11 

January for pest spraying and other 

maintenance. Notices will be posted. 

 

How should I prepare for classes during 

summer ? 

 

Your instructor will try to find some shade or 

cover to hold your class, and may cut the class 

short if the weather is very hot. Please ensure 

you and your dog remain hydrated in the 

warmer weather (bring a water bowl for your 

dog and a bottle of water for yourself). Bring a 

hat and sunscreen to protect yourself from the 

sun, and insect repellent if you train in the 

evenings. We may cancel classes if the 

weather is extreme – please check the Club’s 

public Facebook page for the latest advice. 

 

For safety reasons bare feet, thongs, scuffs or 

other unsecured footwear are not allowed in 

any training classes. Please wear enclosed 

shoes or sandals that can be securely 

fastened.  

 

Want to keep in touch with the latest activities 

at the Club ? 

  

Information is available from: 

• Our website - www.actcdc.org.au 

• Notice boards (inside and outside the 

Clubhouse) 

• Your Instructors 

• The Session Manager on the grounds 

Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday during  

Training Classes 

• The Calendar on page 61 

• Our public Facebook page. You can see 

it without being a registered FB user -

www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogClub 

If you are in the Foundation, Consolidation,  

Graduation and Companion classes on 

Wednesday mornings, Thursday evenings or 

Sunday mornings you MUST inform your  

instructor at the end of this term if you intend 

to participate in classes in Term 1 next year  

or wish to defer for a term so that we can 

assign you a place.  This is essential  so that 

we can ensure we have enough instructors 

to meet demand. 

 

We will usually NOT contact you to confirm 

your class. Please make a note of Term 1 

dates in your diary—and check the calendar 

and class times on pages 60-61 if you forget. 

http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
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Getting to know your Committee 

Did you know that the Club is managed by members—just like you—who put themselves forward 

to serve on the Club’s Main Committee or one of the Sub-Committees that organise the Club’s 

many sports activities. The Main Committee is elected at the Annual General Meeting while  

Sub-Committees are drawn from members and instructors who participate in the various sports. 

Membership and contact details for the Main Committee and Sub-Committees is available on 

page 59.  

 

Want to get to know a little about this year’s Main Committee? Read on…. 

 

L-R: Rhonda, Sharon, Linda, Vanessa, Jeanette, Hilarie, Carmen, Anne, Heather (Photo: Julie Whitmore) 

RHONDA CAMERON 

 

When/why did you join the Club? October 2012 

What do you like best about the Club? I love walking into Club and admiring the old-growth trees 

that surround the clubhouse and grounds, and having a coffee and chat with Katrina in the Paws 

Shop. 

What type of dog/s do you have? I have two dogs: my elder statesman 14 year old Labrador 

Retriever ‘Zeke’ and his younger brother 7 year old Labrador X ‘Boston’. 

What attracted you to the type of dog/s or specific dog/s that you have? My husband and I both 

love the qualities that Labradors exude. 

What Club training activities do you do with your dog/s? Zeke is now retired from Flyball, and 

Boston my rehomed dog will be attending Behaviour Training classes forever. He also dabbles in 

Flyball….but he is seriously considering Dances With Dogs. 

When can members find you at the Club? Either Sunday afternoons at Flyball training, or hanging 

around the gates selling calendar raffle tickets and other club goodies. 

 

SHARON HAINES 

 

When/why did you join the Club? I first joined the club in 2002 to train my new black Labrador 
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Getting to know your Committee … continued

Retriever puppy (‘Ebony’) and 3 year old tri-

coloured beagle (‘Molly’). They both loved the 

obedience training with the Lab also going on 

to do Agility and Flyball for about five years. We 

took a break and I re-joined the club in 2017 

with an older rescued Lab to work on her 

reactivity with other dogs. 

What do you like best about the Club? I like the 

various ways the club provides opportunities—

initially through Behaviour Training and then by 

various dog sports—to enjoy and have fun with 

your dog and to meet like-minded people. 

What type of dog/s do you have? I have a 

lovely yellow Labrador (‘Amber’) who is almost 

10 years old and was the July pin-up dog in this 

year’s club calendar. 

What attracted you to the type of dog/s or 

specific dog/s 

that you have? 

I have had 

various breeds 

of dog since 

childhood 

including two 

Corgis, a 

Scottish Terrier, 

a black Lab/

Kelpie mix, a 

Beagle, a 

black Labrador 

Retriever, two 

West Highland 

White Terriers 

and a yellow 

Labrador 

Retriever. My 

favourite is the 

Labrador as they are such happy and usually 

good-natured dogs. 

What Club training activities do you do with 

your dog/s? Amber and I are currently in 

Companion Plus on a Wednesday and we 

were introduced to Tracking over winter.  Like 

most Labs she loves to eat yummy treats and 

go sniff as a reward for her work. 

When can members find you at the Club? I am 

at the club on Wednesday mornings to train 

with Amber and Sunday mornings to instruct 

Behaviour Training classes. 

 

LINDA SPINAZE 

 

When/why did you join the Club? I joined the 

club in 1991 when we got our first dog when 

the children were in Primary School. A friend of 

mine told me that I should join the club to learn 

some basic training. She then left the club, and 

I continued on, becoming an instructor and 

then joining the Main Committee. 

What do you like best about the Club? I love 

the view of the grounds from the clubhouse in 

the late afternoon when the sunlight filters 

through the trees. 

What type of dog/s do you have? I've had 

mixed breeds. My first dog was mostly 

Labrador, then a mostly German Shorthaired 

Pointer, and now a short-haired Border Collie. 

What attracted you to the type of dog/s or 

specific dog/s that you have? Since I do Agility, 

I love having a dog who is responsive to 

handler  movement, and a breed that can 

work at distance. 

What Club training activities do you do with 

your dog/s and when can members find you at 

the Club? I train and teach in Agility on 

weeknights, and teach Behaviour Training on 

Sundays. 

 

VANESSA 

MARCH 

 

When/why did 

you join the 

Club? I re-

joined the club 

in 2016. I had 

previous dogs 

who did all 

their basic 

training here, 

so after an 

almost 13 year 

break, it was 

natural to 

come back 

when I got a 

puppy again.  

What do you like best about the Club? The 

grounds, activities and friends you can make.  

What type of dog/s do you have?  I have three 

Border Collies (‘Pippa’ - 4, ‘Charlie’ - almost 2 

and ‘Erin’ - almost 1) 

What attracted you to the type of dog/s or 

specific dog/s that you have? I always wanted 

BC’s, as I had a desire to do dog sports 15 years 

ago, and finally got there. My first dog was a 

black and white Shih Tzu X, so I got half way 

there colour wise only! ;)  

What Club training activities do you do with 

your dog/s? Where to start! We do Behaviour 

Training, Trialling Obedience, Rally O, Agility 

and Flyball.  

When can members find you at the Club? The 

Club is my second home: Tuesday and 

Thursday nights then again on Sundays pretty 

much all day. And random holiday time for the 

fun of it :) 

 

Linda’s dog Brunig 

(Photo: Carmen Kong) 
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Getting to know your Com … continued

JEANETTE JOHNSON 

 

When/why did you join the Club? I joined the 

club in early 2014 with my brand new puppy. I 

wanted to do some basic obedience work. 

What do you like best about the Club? I love 

the sense of camaraderie at classes and sports 

comps. Instructors at our club are always so full 

of advice and encouragement.  

What type of dog/s do you have? I have two 

Finnish Lapphunds. ‘Lexie’ is 6 and ‘Tilly’ is 4, 

They are mother and daughter. 

What attracted you to the type of dog/s or 

specific dog/s that you have? After having a 

Malamute and a Golden Retriever I was after 

something a bit smaller, smart with a great 

temperament and with good looks. I stumbled 

across the breed, 

did lots of research 

and found a 

breeder that has 

since become a 

friend. I can't 

imagine ever having 

another breed!  

What Club training 

activities do you do 

with your dog/s? 

Together we do 

Rally O, Nosework 

and will be dabbling 

in Tricks. We have 

also done Agility 

and Lure Coursing. 

When can members 

find you at the Club? 

I am usually in the 

Rally O class on 

Thursday nights. 

 

HILARIE KEMP 

 

When/why did you join the Club? I joined the 

club soon after moving to Canberra in 1998 

with our two Airedale Terriers.  I rejoined after a 

break of some years to train my Border Collie X 

and assorted rescue dogs that I was fostering. 

What do you like best about the Club? I love 

the friendly atmosphere at the club and the 

many familiar faces. 

What type of dog/s do you have? My current 

dogs are ‘Milly’ a 12 year old Australian 

Cattledog X, ‘Hunter’ a 7 year old Kelpie, and 

‘Rookie’ a 5 year old Kelpie X. 

What attracted you to the type of dog/s or 

specific dog/s that you have? I love the 

energy, enthusiasm and problem-solving skills of 

the working breeds, but unfortunately so many 

end up in Pounds. All my dogs are rescues. 

What Club training activities do you do with 

your dog/s? Agility and Rally O with Rookie, 

some Tracking with Hunter and Rookie in the 

colder weather, and all the dogs love 

Noseworks. 

When can members find you at the Club? I 

instruct on Wednesday and Sunday mornings, 

and train Rookie at Rally O on Wednesday and 

Agility on Monday evening. 

 

CARMEN KONG 

 

When/why did you join the Club? I joined the 

club in 2015. I was attracted by the variety of 

activities on offer. 

What do you like best about the Club? I love 

being able to draw upon the knowledge and 

wisdom of more 

experienced 

handlers, and I love 

the encouragement 

given to each other 

amongst the people 

training and 

competing in dog 

sports. 

What type of dog/s 

do you have? I have 

a Chinese Crested 

dog named ‘Ben’ 

and a small fluffy 

rescue mutt named 

‘Cayley’. 

What attracted you 

to the type of dog/s 

or specific dog/s 

that you have? 

Chinese Crested 

dogs are versatile and 

adaptable and clever 

and funny little clowns! 

What Club training activities do you do with 

your dog/s? We do Trialling Obedience, Rally O 

and Agility. 

When can members find you at the Club? I’m 

usually at Agility training on Tuesday evenings, 

Rally and Obedience training on Thursday 

evenings, and at most Agility, Obedience and 

Rally trials held at our club. 

 
ANNE ROBERTSON 

 

When/why did you join the Club? In 1990 to 

train my young Gordon Setter puppy. Laraine 

Frawley and I mixed in other circles in Canberra 

and she put me in touch with the Club. 

What do you like best about the Club? The 

range of activities that it offers and the 

opportunity for members to find their own 

Above: Carmen Kong’s Ben on the Rally O course 

(Photo: Anne Robertson) 
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Getting to know your Committee … continued

‘tribe’ – be it Behaviour Training, Agility, Trialling 

Obedience, Rally O, Flyball, Tracking, Dances 

With Dog or Dogs As Therapy.  

What type of dog/s do you have and what 

attracted you to them? I fell in love with Setters 

as a teenager when I saw a photo of a 

windswept Gordon Setter in Sir Richard Glyn’s 

book ‘Champion Dogs of the World’. As an 

adult I have owned and trained eight Setters 

over almost three decades. I currently share my 

life with a young Irish Setter and a middle-aged 

Irish Red and White Setter—this breed is referred 

to as the ‘fourth’ Setter and is the lesser known 

of Ireland’s two native Setter breeds. I have 

competed successfully in Conformation, 

Trialling Obedience and Agility with several of 

my dogs and have also ‘rescued’ two adult 

Setters with challenging behaviours. Both were 

‘project’ dogs that led me to undertake formal 

studies to deepen my knowledge and 

understanding of dog behaviour and training. 

What Club training activities do you do with 

your dog/s? I currently participate in Dances 

With Dogs (and Nosework) 

When can members find you at the Club? 

Usually on Wednesdays and Sundays. 

 

HEATHER McPHERSON 

 

When/why did you join the Club? I joined the 

club in 1983 to train my first dog ‘Benjamín’, a 

yellow Labrador Retriever (who turned out to 

be a German Shepherd X]. My dad insisted I 

take my new puppy to training classes 

because he was going to be big dog!. He 

reckoned he could tell that simply by the size of 

the dog’s paws. Turned out he was right. He 

was an awesome companion, but a horror to 

have in the car when his coat was moulting 

(due to his Shepherd breeding). Don’t open 

the window when the car is moving or you’ll 

get a mouthful of fur! I re-joined the club in 

2002 with my next Labrador ‘Maverick’ and 

have been a member ever since. 

What do you like best about the Club?  I like 

chatting with all members about their dogs—

particularly those with a Labrador. I love going 

home from the club feeling as though I have 

made a difference, that I have helped 

someone better understand their dog or given 

encouragement. This year I was humbled when 

I received Honorary Life Membership (see page 

7). Such a huge honour. 

What type of dog/s do you have? I currently 

have ‘Pepsey’, my black Labrador bitch and I 

often bring along my daughter’s black Pug, 

‘Melody’ (I think Melody is a miniature 

Labrador—she will eat anything!).  

What attracted you to the type of dog/s or 

specific dog/s that you have? It’s hard to say 

what attracted me to Labradors. I guess they 

are givers—its not about them—and they love 

to eat. What’s that saying: “dogs are like their 

owners”? 

What Club training activities do you do with 

your dog/s? I’m not currently training in any 

discipline at present but enjoy instructing all 

levels of the Behaviour Training classes or 

session managing. Pepsey is the demo dog for 

the new members intake lecture each term – 

“just keep bringing them yummie treats, Anne”. 

Oh, and Melody is happy to step up anytime if 

Pepsey is not available to do the demo.  

When can 

members find you 

at the Club? 

Thursday nights 

(session 

managing) and 

Sundays if 

needed to fill-in.  

 

LESLEY POTHAN 

 

When/why did 

you join the Club? 

I joined the Club 

in 2001 to train my 

dog ‘Dharma’ a 

Border Collie X German Shepherd. She was a 

nervous dog and training her got me interested 

in dog training and developing a better 

understanding of dogs. The club’s training 

program using positive reinforcement piqued 

an interest. Dharma went on to train in Flyball 

with the club and was awarded the title of 

Flyball Dog of the Year in 2008. 

What do you like best about the Club? The 

grounds and facilities are fabulous and fellow 

instructors and general members are 

supportive and great to work with. I like the fact 

that what we all do is to promote good 

dogmanship. It is so nice to be around other 

people that are as crazy about their dogs as I 

am.  

What type of dog/s do you have? A Shih Tzu 

called ‘Molly’ and a Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 

Retriever called ‘Ben’. They are both 10 years 

old. 

What attracted you to the type of dog/s or 

specific dog/s that you have? We have 

had  Shih Tzus in the family for many years. They 

have loads of personality. We got Ben from the 

RSPCA at 8 years old, he was really struggling in 

the environment and I felt for him. The NSDTR is 

a lovely breed and we are hoping to get a 

puppy early next year. 

What Club training activities do you do with 
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Getting to know your Committee … continued

your dog/s? Molly and I are part of the Dogs As Therapy team and we 

have visited numerous aged care residences over the past four years.   

When can members find you at the Club? I usually instruct Behaviour 

Training classes on Wednesday and Sunday mornings. 

 

KATRINA MORTON 

 

When/why did you join the Club? October 2000 to train my first ever 

Golden Retriever ‘Polly’ to become my Assistance Dog. 

What do you like best about the Club? The people and the caring for 

each other.  During trials I love to hear visitors comment on the 

facilities and grounds that we are so lucky to have.  

What type of dog/s do you have? Currently 6 1/2 year old Golden 

Retriever ‘Robbie’,  5 year old black Labrador Retriever ‘Peppa’, and 

almost 3 year old Golden Retriever ‘Molly’. 

What attracted you to the type of dog/s or specific dog/s that you 

have? Their temperament. 

What Club training activities do you do with your dog/s? Behaviour 

Training – sort of! 

When can members find you at the Club? Wednesday mornings and 

some Thursday evenings in the shop or clubhouse and at the bigger 

Agility Trials. 

The Club is accredited under the ACT 

Government’s ActSmart business recycling 

program in recognition of its waste 

management initiatives.  

 

Please do the right thing and always use the 

most appropriate bin to dispose of rubbish on 

the Club grounds. Unsure? Read the posters on 

the bins and around the grounds to make the 

right choice. 

And remember, in the ACT disposable coffee cups can be placed in the mixed recycling  

(yellow-lidded) bins — at the Club and at home. We also recycle all the batteries used for timing 

equipment at the Club’s Agility trials and Flyball competitions. After they are exhausted we send 

them to Battery World in Phillip. 

 

Did you know that most drink bottles and cans now attract a 10 cent refund under the ACT 

Government’s Container Deposit Scheme? The Club is collecting refundable containers as a  

fund-raising initiative so please put refundable containers in the designated bin in the Clubhouse. 
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        Dogs-As-Therapy Team 

    By Lesley Pothan 

The Club’s Dogs as Therapy program has had another successful year thanks to our wonderful and 

dedicated dog and handler teams. Therapy dogs unlike service or assistance dogs do not support 

just one person and are always accompanied by their handler. 

 

In the main, our teams in groups of three to five visit six aged-care residences in the Canberra re-

gion each month. We have one team that does hospital visits. We have several teams taking turns 

visiting a primary school once a week for a reading program where children, who are experienc-

ing reading difficulties, read to a ‘non-judgemental’  dog and in return the dog gets lots of pats 

and attention.  

 

The Club’s program has been running for over 30 years providing comfort and brightening the day 

of those we visit. Dogs are an amazing species as I’m sure readers of the TGC would agree!  The 

benefit of using dogs to provide mental and emotional support, as therapy dogs or as service or 

assistance dogs is receiving more and more attention.  Just the act of petting a dog produces an 

automatic relaxation response, can cause many to feel calm, lowering anxiety and decreasing 

agitation.   

 

The Club’s program has about 20 active dog and handler teams. Our dogs come in all shapes 

and sizes. Visits last for about an hour as most dogs tire after this time.  

 

If you have a dog that you think would be suitable and you would like to be part of this program 

email the club - contact@actcdc.org.au. For dogs to qualify as a therapy dog they must have the 

right temperament. Dogs must be 18 months or older, calm and comfortable around other dogs, 

enjoy meeting people and not easily spooked. 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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SCIENCE SHOWS POSITIVE PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT 

Pet professionals call for dog training industry overhaul 

#TrainPetsPositively 
 

Science shows a positive, reward-based approach to dog training is best, say Australia's 
leading pet training organisations. 

 

The Association of Pet Dog Trainers Australia (APDT) and Pet Professionals Guild Australia 
(PPGA) have joined forces to promote the use of humane, positive reinforcement methods to 
Aussie dog owners and dog training industry. 

 

“Reward-based training methods – using no force, no fear, no pain and no compulsion – are 
backed by scientific research*, are shown to work most effectively at improving behaviour 
outcomes and have no side effects on the dogs,” said Barbara Hodel, President of the PPGA. 

 

The PPGA and APDT are calling for an overhaul of the dog training industry. 
 

“Australia’s dog training industry is not government regulated and some trainers still use 
antiquated force-based methods and equipment, such as electronic devices, choke or prong 
collars, which can cause pets serious injury,” says Barbara. 

 

The APDT and PPGA are also appealing to media organisations to reject forceful, painful and 
aversive training methods, as seen in TV series ‘Dogs Behaving (Very) Badly’. These TV 
programs perpetuate the misconception that there are “quick fixes” to training and behaviour 

issues, explains Barbara. 
 

“Dog owners are misguided by these old-fashioned, force-based methods and equipment, 
which can lead to behavioural problems like fear or aggression, psychological damage, total 
shut-down and even risk injuries - either to dog, human or both,” she says. “Using aversive 

training methods can also damage the dog-human 
relationship, which often leads to owners 
surrendering their dogs to animal shelters and 
pounds.” 
 

The PPGA and APDT encourage dog owners 

to instead  use  force-free,  formally  educated  
and scientifically-sound    trainers    and/or    
behaviour consultants  to  address  their  pet’s  
training  and behaviour issues. 
 

“Positive training techniques involve using as little 
equipment as possible and aim to get the dogs to 

participate on their own free will,” says Barbara. 
 

Calling for industry regulation 
 

Unlike other skilled professions such as medicine or 
accountancy, dog training in Australia is not 

government regulated and therefore has no 
standards or rules for what a trainer should 
require before working with dogs and owners. 

MEDIA RELEASE 
7 November 2019 
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“Everyone can and does call themselves a dog trainer without any formal qualification or 
following a code of ethics of a professional organisation,” said Louise Ginman, President of the 
APDT. 

 
“Dog owners seeking help from a dog trainer should ensure they have at least a Certificate IV in 
Companion Animal Services by a reputable provider and use positive reinforcement methods.” 

 
Members of PPGA and APDT are required to abide by the associations’ code of ethics which 
allows only positive methods and equipment. PPGA members also commit to ongoing 
education in canine behaviour and training to retain their accreditation. 

 
To search for PPGA dog trainers visit www.ppgaustralia.net.au and APDT dog trainers visit 
www.apdt.com.au.  

 
* Dr. I. J. Makowska, Review of dog training methods: welfare, learning ability, and current 
standards (December 2018) 

 
 
About PPGA 
 
The Pet Professional Guild (PPG) is a 501(c)6 international member organisation founded on the 
principles of force-free training and pet care. Its membership represents pet industry 
professionals who are committed to force-free training, pet care philosophies, practices and 
methods. 
 
Pet Professional Guild members understand force-free to mean that shock, pain, choke, fear, 
physical force and compulsion-based methods 
are never employed in training or caring for a 
pet. Pet Professional Guild Australia (PPGA) is 
a registered not-for-profit organization 
incorporated in Australia that operates under a 
license agreement with PPG. 
 
To discover more, visit 
www.ppgaustralia.net.au 
 
About APDT 
 
The Association of Pet Dog Trainers is the 
peak body representing trainers in Australia. 
APDT Australia is dedicated to enhancing the 
relationship between people and dogs through 
the education of trainers, other animal 
professionals and the public, and advocating 
dog-friendly training. 
 
APDT Australia provides educational and 
networking opportunities including an annual 
conference and workshops with expert speakers in their fields. APDT's motto is "Building Better 
Trainers through Education". 
 
To discover more, visit www.apdt.com.au 
 

SMILE — YOU’RE ON CCTV 
  

The Club’s buildings and grounds are under  

constant video camera surveillance  

to provide better security and safety for members. 

http://www.ppgaustralia.net.au
https://www.apdt.com.au/
https://spca.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/dog-training-methods-review.pdf
https://spca.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/dog-training-methods-review.pdf
http://www.ppgaustralia.net.au
http://www.apdt.com.au
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      Tracking update 
    By Jake Blight 

Tracking is an activity where dogs use their amazing scenting ability to follow the scent trail left by 

a person.  Dogs can do this naturally, but it takes some training to teach them to follow one 

particular scent and to keep with it until they find the person - without becoming distracted by 

kangaroos, rabbits and other tempting smells.  

 

As the snakes start to emerge we have come to the end of another successful tracking season. 

 

Starting with the congratulations: 

• Jo Hagan and Kaleb earned the title of Tracking Champion.  This title is a huge achievement 

and Kaleb is only the 5th Tracking Champion in the ACT region.  Jo and Kaleb 

started  tracking in 2013 and gained a Tracking Dog (TD) title in their first year.  After a break 

they returned to trialling in 2018 and obtained a Tracking  Dog Excellent (TDX) title and then 

their Tracking Champion (T.Ch) in 2019.   Jo has been active in helping many others get 

started in the sport of tracking.   

• John Gryniewicz and Woof obtained a TDX title  

• Karen Hobson and Abbey obtained a TD title  

• Christina Sisnaiske and Rohan obtained a TD title  

• Wayne Kelly and Danny obtained a TD title 

 

Many other Canberra region dogs obtained at least one tracking pass including Lara Sedgmen 

and Flick, Vic Grzeszkiewicz with Jackson and Taylor, Kelli Edwards with Tigger and Daffy, Matthew 

Mill and Tilly, Karen Hobson and Jazz, and Sue Matthews and Teddy.  There are probably others 

that I have missed - apologies.  

 

Sandra Hassett and Jake Blight both completed their tracking judging licences this year. 

 

And the thanks: 

• Jo Hagan and Vic Grzeszkiewicz contributed greatly to tracking in Canberra by running 

most of the peer training sessions this year and helping lots of beginners get started.  Sandra 

Matthew Mill’s German Wirehaired Pointer ‘Tilly’ on track during the 2019 Tracking Trial 

(Photo: Joanne Hagan) 
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Tracking … continued

and Jake also helped out on occasions. 

• Sandra, Jill Campain and Jake ran the Club’s largest ever tracking trial (18 dogs). 

• Sue Turner and Denise Chrystal travelled to Canberra to judge the tracking trial. 

• Sandra, Jill, Jake, Lara, Sue T and Jo all stewarded at the tracking trial and we had a 

number of other helpers including Nikki Fallon, Karen Hore, Jo Washington-King and Claire 

Weekes. 

• Stromlo Forest Park allowed us to hold peer training sessions (for free) in the Park each week . 

• Ellendon Pastoral Company hosted the CDC’s 2019 Tracking Dog Trial (for free) on their land 

on 21-22 July. 

 

The Club hosted an introduction to tracking presentation at the start of the tracking season on 8 

May and ran peer training sessions on Tuesdays, Thursdays and most Saturdays between then and 

the end of August.    

 

What next? 

 

Tracking will start up again in 2020 when the weather cools down again.  We will hold an 

introductory talk in May and are considering running an introduction to urban tracking session as 

well to help people get started with that variation of tracking (called ‘Track and Search’).  We will 

likely hold at least one tracking trial in 2020 and possibly two smaller trials rather than one huge 

one.  Now that we have some local tracking judges it will be easier (and cheaper) to have trials, 

as long as we continue to have access to land.  We might even have a Track and Search trial 

depending on how many people get serious about urban tracking.  Tracking is probably the most 

difficult of the dog sports for people to train their dogs to competition standard, and urban 

tracking is harder for the dogs - but easier for people, especially those with more limited 

mobility.  With challenge comes reward - and those who got passes or titles this year know the 

amazing feeling of following your dog while it confidently leads you along a track you can't see. 

 

Summer training 

 

There are lots of things you can do over summer that are relevant to tracking and which will give 

you a head start next tracking season: 

• Read!  Read the tracking rules and the track and search rules (see http://ankc.org.au/

AboutUs/?id=1253 ) and as many books as you can find about scent and tracking.  Read 

books about motivational training and dog behaviour.   

• Get fit - you and your dog.  Tracking well requires your dog to be fit enough to pull on the 

harness while sniffing for over a kilometre (and you need to be able to walk three times that 

Matthew Mill demonstrating leash handling skills with his German Wirehaired Pointer ‘Tilly’ during the 

2019 Tracking Trial (Photo: Joanne Hagan) 

http://ankc.org.au/AboutUs/?id=1253
http://ankc.org.au/AboutUs/?id=1253
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Tracking … continued

far through the bush easily).  Dogs that are not fit enough will 

tend to 'trail' rather than track and will only take a sniff every 

few steps - that will become a bad habit and will get you 

easily off track.  Get your dog fit to avoid this happening.  Fit 

dogs are also happier to work longer and can concentrate 

better.  

• Play scent games, any scent games. It does not matter whether it is Nosework, playing hide 

and seek or searching for a toy in the house/garden.  Playing scent games and getting 

rewarded for it won't do your tracking any harm and it can build mental stamina.  Just use 

different cues and do it off-lead or using a different harness, as these games encourage air 

scenting and when it comes to tracking we want ground scenting.  Build up the complexity 

of the game so your dog has to work at least for 5-10 minutes to find the toy/reward.   

• Teach articles indication - use a clicker and teach your dog to sit or down on a sock.  This 

game will translate easily to indicating articles on the track and will save you a lot of 

heartache later.   

• Train your dog to learn.  It does not really matter what you train: obedience, agility, herding, 

tricks, dancing.   If you want to be able to train tracking you and your dog need to know 

how to communicate and your dog needs to learn that training leads to good rewards.  As 

a trainer you need to learn how to control and give rewards.  That sounds deceptively 

simple, it is not that easy to do well and is at the very heart of being a good dog 

trainer.  You need to build a structure of relative rewards and really understand what your 

dog finds rewarding.  That is, the reward needs to be relative to the effort the dog is putting 

in. If you use the same reward for 10 seconds of heeling that you do for 10 minutes of 

tracking you will have no end of problems with tracking (and your heeling probably won't 

be that good either).    Don't give good rewards for free or you will undermine your dog’s 

motivation to work; instead provide plenty of opportunities to work for rewards.   

• Hope for rain, or do a rain dance. The dry conditions make tracking very hard and it would 

be great to have some actual grass to track on next year instead of dust and rock! 



Do you have a photo you’d like to  

share with other members through  

The Good Companion? 
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Above: Bridget Graham and Labrador Retriever ‘Mia’ with her "Mini-me-a", having a break  

during the Sunday Drill Team class ... all smiles !  

(Photo: Terri Keough) 
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  Dances with Dogs 

 By Raelene Stewart — Convenor 

   Dances with Dogs 
Dancing with Dogs (DWD) has had a quieter 

year competition-wise, however the teams 

continue to shine the floor to music out at the 

Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground on 

Wednesday nights. We have also welcomed 

some new teams over the year – Natasha 

Davies and Lucy, Jill Bradfield and Possum, 

Anne Robertson and Kilti, Jackie Trotter and 

Lucy and Juliet Ward and Freda. We also 

welcomed new dogs to others already doing 

DWD.  Holly Rieger bringing along young Ruka 

the Saluki, and Natasha Sands with Nebula, her 

Working Springer Spaniel pup.  They have both 

enjoyed their introduction to DWD. 

 

Some of the dogs coming into DWD have their 

challenges with various parts of their training or 

in general behaviour. It has been great to see 

them blossom over the time and grow in 

confidence.  Actually, not only the dogs but 

their handlers too.  It is great to see the 

relationship with our dogs deepen and be 

further refined as we work together in a positive 

way. 

 

It has been a busy time leading up to the 

Christmas break with the warmer weather 

bringing out various doggy events around 

town.  The first demo was at Floriade.  Dianne 

Walton-Sonda with Mr Jangles, Linda Harper 

with Pete and Raelene Stewart and Paris 

attended.  It was a busy day with a large group 

of dancers doing a range of chorus line and 

routines.  It was followed by a ‘teach your dog 

tricks’ class – which was a bit of fun and a 

challenge.   

 

The DWD team has once again attended the St 

Michael’s Church fete providing a chorus line 

of tricks and moves for the busy crowd.  It is an 

annual event for DWD and is well received by 

the community.  It is great to be able to 

provide doggy demonstrations to areas where 

space is limited.  Linda and Pete, Jane 

Richardson and Jazz, Holly and Zephyr, Dianne  

and Mr Jangles and Raelene and Paris 

provided the entertainment.  The fete is such a 

special community event, where all the locals 

come and participate with spirit -  definitely 

one to pop along too if you live near Hall. 

 

Close on the heels of the St Michael’s Church 

fete was a demonstration at the Best Friends 

Birthday ‘Paw-ty’ where Paris the Frenchie and 

Josie the Dachshund graced the stage.  The 

gale force windy weather made things 

challenging however the dogs tried hard in 

difficult circumstances. Paris had a great time 

showing off her dance moves and even teeing 

up with a young dog training fan to do some 

tricks with him. 

Jill and Kelpie ‘Possum’ on 

the dance floor 

Above: Natasha and Labrador X Pepsi show off  

some fancy leg moves during their routine 
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Dances with Dogs … continued

While the demonstration front is becoming 

quite busy, with others lined up at Bunnings 

Majura and at the Canberra Hospital, the CDC 

DWD team have also been working towards 

the competition season starting up as we 

approach the end of the year.   

 

In October, the Belconnen Dog Obedience 

Club hosted a DWD competition.  Jill and 

Possum, Natasha and Pepsi and Raelene and 

Paris very capably represented DWD.  Holly 

and Zephyr and Linda and Pete represented 

CDC in the Trick Dog mock trial.  Holly and 

Zephyr did a great job and took home 3rd 

place.  The mock trial was put on to help the 

aspiring Trick Dog judges become familiar with 

the requirements of the sport. For competitors it 

seems that it is a whole lot of fun, but maybe 

not as easy as one might think it is! 

 

Jill and Possum competed in DWD Freestyle 

Starters.  It was fabulous to see this team in the 

ring. Jill had previously indicated that 

competing wasn’t for her, however she 

breezed across the dance floor to take out 

second place in the morning competition.  

They took to the floor again in the afternoon 

again in the Starters class to provide another 

great performance, bringing home a second 

qualification towards her title. 

 

Natasha and Pepsi competed in Heelwork to 

Music Starters collecting a third place in the 

morning competition. She also competed in 

Freestyle Novice class in both the morning and 

afternoon classes for second and fourth 

placings.  

 

Raelene and Paris competed in Heelwork to 

Music Starters in both the morning and 

afternoon competitions.  They wiggled their 

hips to Elvis Presley’s ‘Return to sender’ for two 

first placings and high point scores for Heelwork 

at both competitions. 

 

This report would not be complete with our 

year’s highlight of Natasha and Pepsi 

performing on Australia’s Got Talent.  The team 

went through a number of auditions before 

getting to the final group of people successful 

in being chosen to perform for the judges.  How 

exciting!!! It is really very special and well 

deserved.  Natasha and Pepsi did their very 

best and received an exciting “please come 

back again next year”.  A huge 

congratulations and well done to you – 

especially to achieve something many only 

dream off ... 

 

DWD is back again in the New Year from the 

beginning of February, however the 

competitions will kick-off earlier with the first 

DWD/Trick Dogs combined competition on 18 

January 2020.  If you are interested in finding 

out more about DWD, or want to join classes 

starting in February, please send an expression 

of interest to contact@actcdc.org.au.  

 

  Introducing Trick Dogs 

Trick Dogs is a new dog sport, under the auspices of 

Dancing with Dogs (DWD).  The sport and its rules were 

approved by the Australian National Kennel Council 

during 2019 and will be implemented from January 

2020.  

 

Trick Dogs is a new fun canine activity that will have 

four competition levels – Starters, Novice, Intermediate 

and Advanced. Titles can be gained as part of the 

sport but, of course, the biggest win is the improved 

relationship with your dog. 

 

As part of the DWD stream, Trick Dogs has been 

designed for tricks to be incremental and increase in 

difficulty as you progress through the levels. While Trick 

Dogs is a sport in its own right, it is also designed to 

provide the skill sets to naturally progress into Dances 

with Dogs – throw in some choreography to put the 
Above: Holly and Saluki ‘Zephyr’ 

demonstrating a ‘bow’ - a Starter trick  

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Introducing trick dogs … continued

moves together with some music and you have a DWD 

routine! 

 

In line with the start of the new sport, Trick Dog classes will be 

incorporated into the schedule for the Club’s DWD classes in 

the New Year. 

Of course, tricks will also continue to be taught in other 

training classes at the Club in accordance with their 

syllabuses. 

 

Expressions of interest for the new Trick Dog classes starting in 

February can be sent to contact@actcdc.org.au. 

 

        (DWD and Tricks photos courtesy of Raelene Stewart) 

If you would like to learn more, we are taking expressions 

of interest for classes.  In order to start dogs will need to 

have satisfactorily completed the Consolidation level in 

the Club’s Behaviour Training program or have similar  

capabilities. 

Above: Linda and Pete 

demonstrating a ‘hand shake’ - a 

Starter trick  

Do you have an Animal 

Act that you’d like to 

showcase on national 

television? 
 

Australia’s Got Talent is seeking 

applications for its 2020 

program. 

 

In 2012 seventeen year old 

Ashleigh Butler and her 

crossbreed ‘Pudsey’ danced 

their way to fame on Britain’s 

Got Talent and took home 

£500,000 in prize money.  

And they incorporated a little 

bit of Agility in their act, too  

(see https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=OGt_6foIZDU ) 

 

You never know where your dog 

training efforts might lead! 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGt_6foIZDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGt_6foIZDU


22 October 2019 
• The Committee acknowledged the 

resignation of two committee members: 

President Rowan McKeever and 

committee member Nikki Fallon.  The 

Committee has decided not to fill these 

casual vacancies for now, and asked 

Senior Vice-President Anne Robertson to 

act in the role of President until the end 

of January 2020. 

• We noted an operating loss of $5878 as 

at 30 September 2019 (compared to an 

operating loss of $9458 at the same time 

last year). 

• We continue to explore options for the 

transition to NBN, including looking at 

implications for 

various systems such 

as security and 

EFTPOS that currently 

rely on the landline. 

• We noted an out of 

session agreement to 

enter into a 12-month 

contract with 

Complete Turf and 

Landscaping which 

includes over-sowing 

of most areas with 

couch, which requires less water and is 

expected to be more resistant against 

weeds. The over-sowing will occur on a 

phased basis, starting with the Home 

Paddock this summer. Complete Turf 

and Landscaping has looked after our 

grounds for several years. 

• We noted the ‘Dogs of ACT CDC’ 2020 

Calendar will soon be available for sale. 

• We noted Term 4 of behaviour training 

had commenced with 226 returning 

members and 88 new members. 

• We noted the successful double Rally 

Obedience trial held on 12 October. 

• We approved the purchase of a new 

agility tunnel to replace an old tunnel 

that has developed a hole, and noted 

that options will be explored for repairing 

the old tunnel so that it can be used for 

training. 

• We approved a new X-Factor Race 

Meet shirt for the Club’s Flyball team, 

recognising the increased speed of the 

dogs requires brighter shirts to help the 

dogs see and return to their handlers. 

• We noted that the ANKC has endorsed a 

new discipline - Trick Dog Tests - under 

the auspices of the National Dances with 

Dogs Committee.  Trick training will be 

introduced to the Club’s Dances with 

Dogs classes in the New Year. 

• We noted the success of three Club 

members who participated in a double 

Dances with Dogs competition on 19 

October, hosted by Belconnen Dog 

Obedience Club. Qualifications were 

gained by: Natasha Sands with ‘Pepsi’ – 

HTM.S (3rd place) and FS.N x 2 (2nd and 

4th); Jill Bradfield with 

‘Possum’ – FS.S x 2 including a 

2nd place; and Raelene 

Steward with ‘Paris’ – HTM.S x 

2 with two 1st places. 

• We noted the tracking 

report for the 2019 season, 

and the success of Club 

members during the year 

especially Joanne Hagan with 

‘Kaleb’ achieving their 

Tracking Champion title.  We 

noted Club members Sandra 

Hassett and Jake Blight have both 

completed their tracking judging 

licences.  We noted the July tracking trial 

was the largest ever undertaken in the 

ACT, and thank Ellendon Pastoral 

Company for making 400ha of land 

available to the Club for the trial (for 

free). 

• Heather McPherson will arrange for the 

installation of the new outdoor settings 

as well as installing diamond grid around 

dog water bowls in Narrabundah and 

Flyball paddocks and at the entry to the 

Flyball paddock to reduce water 

logging.   
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 Committee Notes 

The Club’s Main Committee meets on the last Tuesday of every month (except December). 

Copies of committee minutes are available on request from the club’s Secretary.  

Some of the matters discussed at recent meetings are noted below.  
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Annual General Meeting 

The Year in Review 
2018-19 

ACT Companion Dog Club Inc 

The Club held its Annual General Meeting on Monday 19 August. Eighty three members attended 

with ten apologies. Reports tabled at the meeting are provided below. The full financial statement 

for the year ended 30 June 2019 is available on request from the Club's office. 

President’s Report 
By Lesley Pothan 

Another busy year for the Club delivering about 40 training classes each week on the grounds 

(and some DWD classes at the Queanbeyan Showground Pavilion) as well as organising and 

running trials for Agility, Tracking, Obedience and Rally-O, organising and running Flyball 

competitions, and attending external events to promote the Club (including demonstrations by 

our  fabulous ‘drill’ team).  The list just goes on and on … 

 

And, of course, none of this would be possible without the wonderful support and commitment of 

our volunteer Instructors. The Club’s Instructors are our most valuable asset, they are 

knowledgeable in their field of expertise, love what they do, and willingly give up their time to 

help you train your canine friend. On behalf of everyone at the Club I would like to thank all our 

Instructors for their time and effort in helping the Club’s members achieve their goals. 

 

As most of you are aware the Club is a not-for-profit incorporated association managed by a 

Main Committee (MC) of 13 members. The MC is responsible for the ongoing operations of the 

Club; financial management; and adherence to and ongoing review of the Club’s Constitution, 

rules, plans, policies and procedures. As well, the MC is responsible for ensuring that the Club is 

compliant with its statutory obligations to the ACT and Commonwealth governments, and its 

affiliate responsibilities to Dogs ACT. Most members of the MC take on multiple roles which must 

be performed in a timely manner and much of this work occurs behind-the-scenes.  

 

I would like to thank the 2018-19 outgoing Committee for their support and hard work in keeping 

The Club’s ‘Drill Team’ provided entertainment at the Annual Awards presentations in December 2018 

(Photo: Anne Robertson) 
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the Club functioning as it should. MC members 

and their responsibilities were: 

• Lesley Pothan — President / Work 

Health and Safety (WHS) / Dogs-as-

Therapy 

• Anne Robertson — Senior Vice-

President / Magazine Editor / 

Behaviour Training Representative 

• Heather McPherson — Junior Vice-

President / Security and Contracts 

Manager 

• Sharon Haines — Treasurer  

• Susan Barnard — Secretary / Public 

Officer 

• Katrina Morton — Shop Manager / 

Club House Maintenance 

• Hilarie Kemp — Grounds 

Management / Tracking 

Representative 

• Rachel McKeever — Website and 

Social Media 

• Rhonda Cameron — Flyball 

Representative / Events Manager 

• Linda Spinaze — Agility 

Representative 

• Jeanette Johnson — Obedience 

Trialling / Rally-Obedience 

Representative 

• Holly Rieger — Dances With Dogs 

(DWD) Representative 

• Kath Hallam — Committee 

Member / WHS Support 

 

As well, Sub-Committees are a big part of the 

management structure of the Club. I would like 

to thank members of the various  

Sub-Committees for their ongoing support 

providing co-ordination and management of 

their respective activity - Behaviour Training, 

Obedience Trialling / Rally-Obedience, Agility, 

Flyball and DWD. These activities are all 

represented on the MC by either the Sub-

Committee convenor or a member of the Sub-

Committee. These positions are vitally important 

as they are the conduit between the MC and 

the Sub-Committee: providing updates to the 

MC on their activities, achievements and 

concerns; and, in turn, providing updates to 

their Sub-committee (and members 

participating in their discipline) about MC 

activities, decisions and any other information 

that is required to keep everyone well-

informed. 

 

The Club’s quarterly magazine also provides a 

regular mechanism for the MC and Sub-

Committees to communicate with all members 

about the breadth of the Club’s activities. 

 

A special thank you to our staff: Marika Mueller 

who manages the office, communications and 

enrolments; and Connor Bailey, Jess Charman 

and Jared Sneyers for helping out in the shop.  

 

Following last year’s reflection and celebration 

of the Club’s achievements over the past 60 

years, this year the MC has concentrated on 

looking to the future and our ability to maintain 

and hopefully expand the great training 

services and activities we can provide to the 

Canberra community.  

 

Some of the Club’s past and 

present instructors at the Club’s 

60th anniversary celebrations  

in 2018 (Photo: Andre Sneyers) 
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The challenge for the Club continues to be the 

shortage of Instructors to take Behaviour 

Training classes. The demand for these classes 

remains very high but we are limited in the 

number of classes we can offer until we can 

develop a broader instructor base, and this 

takes time and ongoing effort. The Club’s dog 

sports find themselves in a similar situation. 

 

In March of this year the Main Committee 

established a Working Group to review the 

Club’s finances and viability of its operations 

continuing into the future. An invitation to join 

the Group was sent out to all active Instructors, 

Committee and Sub-Committee members. The 

following members responded to the invitation 

and I am grateful for the contribution they 

have each made to the Working Group. 

 

• Lesley Pothan 

• Kylie White 

• Jane Vickers 

• Louise Raisin 

• Rowan McKeever 

• Chris Lathbury 

• Jane Rylands 

• Kerry Deans 

• Kath Hallam 

• Jeanette Johnson 

• Sharon Haines 

• Susan Barnard 

• Jess Strain 

• Juliet Ward 

  

The Working Group was 

asked to review 

membership structures, 

membership fees, management structures 

(including booking systems), other potential 

revenue streams, and direct and indirect costs 

of the Club. The Group was specifically asked 

to review: 

• Risks  

• Membership  

• Cost of services 

• Funding 

• Instructors 

 

Each member of the Group was assigned to 

one of these matters. Although reviewing the 

Behaviour Training program was not part of the 

Group’s remit, the members looking at 

Instructors received lots of feedback on this 

aspect of the Club’s business. The Group met 

four times through April to June and had robust 

discussions around all of the matters under 

review. So far the group has delivered: 

• A draft document outlining an 

assessment of current risks and potential 

mitigating strategies. This document will 

be updated as plans unfold. 

• A progress report on the deliberations of 

the Working Group which was presented 

to Instructors across all Club disciplines at 

an Instructors’ get-together on 21 June. 

• A document outlining feedback and 

suggestions received about the 

Behaviour Training program, as well as 

the Group’s recommendations on these 

suggestions, for the initial consideration of 

the Behaviour Training Sub-Committee. 

Suggestions included greater flexibility of 

days and times to hold Behaviour Training 

classes, the introduction of puppy and 

speciality classes, more opportunities for 

Instructor get-togethers and learning 

opportunities, and the conduct of surveys 

of members and 

Instructors. 

 

The Working Group also 

discussed how the Club 

could encourage more 

members to commit to 

instructor training. The 

Club aims to run an 

Instructors Course to 

develop new Behaviour 

Training instructors once a 

year. The Club has always 

prided itself on the rigour 

and standard of its 

instructor development 

and the current course 

continues to place a 

strong emphasis on 

contemporary learning theory and dog training 

methods to ensure that the Club’s instructors 

are able to provide well-informed and ethical 

advice to Club members participating in 

Behaviour Training classes. Such expertise is 

relevant to all CDC instructors and discussions 

are continuing to identify core competencies 

that can be incorporated in other instructor 

development programs conducted by the 

Club’s various dog sports. 

 

With regard to the review of the Club’s income 

and expenses a number of options were put 

forward by the Working Group. Of highest 

priority was the Club’s current membership 

database which is no longer fit for purpose: it is 

an old MS Access database developed by a 

former member. Managing memberships and 

classes is mostly achieved by manual business 

processes by the Office Manager and several 

Committee members.  It is recommended that 

the Club replace the current system with an off-

“The Club has always prided 

itself on the rigour and 

standard of its instructor 

development and the current 

course continues to place a 

strong emphasis on 

contemporary learning theory 

and dog training methods to 

ensure that the Club’s 

instructors are able to provide 

well-informed and ethical 

advice to Club members” 
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the-shelf system which will involve ongoing 

licensing fees similar to MYOB, the Club’s 

accounting system. There are several systems 

designed for dog-related businesses available 

on the market. It is expected that a 

replacement system will result in streamlining of 

business processes and a significant reduction 

in administration costs. 

 

An analysis of the Club’s costs has been 

undertaken by the Treasurer and our current 

spend is approximately $20,000 per month 

inclusive of depreciation. The Club has several 

fixed contracted monthly costs that must be 

covered; most notably, wages, 

superannuation, clubhouse cleaning, waste 

removal, electricity, and grounds mowing. By 

far the Club’s largest expenses are in relation to 

maintaining the Club’s grounds and staffing 

costs.  

 

The Club’s major source of income is derived 

from our membership fees which rely on the 

number of new and returning members 

enrolling in classes. For the Club to increase its 

income from membership fees we need to 

either increase the number of classes on offer 

or raise our fees. Increasing the number of 

classes is reliant on the number of Instructors 

available to take classes and although we are 

in a better position than we were two years 

ago the Club needs to continue to grow our 

Instructor base. 

 

When the Behaviour Training program was 

introduced in 2017 we limited the Foundation 

classes to eight members each. In prior years 

some of these entry-level classes could have up 

to 13 or 14 members which was neither a 

satisfactory experience for the member or the 

Instructor. However, limiting the number of 

Foundation members has naturally had the 

flow on effect of reducing the Club’s annual 

income. This was widely foreshadowed when 

the program was developed. A proposal to 

increase membership fees will be presented at 

the AGM to bolster the Club’s financial position. 

 

The Working Group to date has been very 

successful in identifying strategies that will help 

the Club continue well into the future and I look 

forward to the Group finalising its review in the 

coming months and helping to implement the 

recommendations that gain the support of the 

Club’s Committee, Sub-Committees and 

instructors. 

 

In closing, I need to stress that it is a constant 

challenge to manage the Club’s day-to-day 

operations, to progress its longer-term strategic 

directions, and to try to meet the disparate 

hopes and expectations of all Club members. 

The past year has gone very quickly and while 

a lot has been achieved there is always a lot 

more to do. I am sure that I speak for all 

members of the Main Committee and Sub-

Committees when I say that we are all trying to 

work towards the betterment of the Club and 

the activities we are passionate about and it is 

this passion that occasionally leads to mis-

understanding or mis-communication. 

 

While it has not always been easy this year, it 

has been an honour serving as the Club’s 

President during 2018-19 and meeting, working 

and training with you. And with your support, I 

hope to be able to bring the Working Group’s 

activities to fruition with you in 2019-20 to secure 

the Club’s future. 

 

Extracts from Financial Report 
By Sharon Haines (Treasurer) 
 

This financial year the club made a profit of 

$2,992 before depreciation and a loss of 

$27,942 after depreciation (compared to last 

year’s loss of $31,572 after depreciation).  The 

Club’s depreciation increased considerably 

after the revaluation of the Club’s assets in 

2016. As at 30 June 2019 cash held in accounts 

totalled $187,008.  

 

This year income was 2% lower compared to 

last year, mainly due to the reduction in 

membership income arising from a cap on the 

number of Foundation classes offered. The 

Club’s capacity to offer classes is determined 

by the number of instructors available and the 

Club is continuing to give priority to expanding 

its instructor base. The reduction in membership 

income was offset by other income from 

fundraising and bank interest. Expenditure 

increased by 4% this year and included 

completion of work to improve the lighting on 

the grounds, removal of unsafe trees and 

repairs to the irrigation system.  

 

This year the Club received revenue of $30,018 

from sports trials and competitions. This revenue 

was offset by the cost of running these events 

($16,930) resulting in a net profit of $13,088 for 

this aspect of the Club’s business. These profits 

contribute to the maintenance of the club. 

 

Copies of the Treasurer’s report and audited 

financial statements can be requested from 

the club office.  
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Behaviour Training 
By Anne Robertson (Convenor)  
 

The Behaviour Training program aims to give 

members the knowledge and skills to teach 

their dogs family-friendly behaviours so that 

they become good companions at home and 

in the community. There are four levels in the 

program and as members progress through the 

levels they are introduced to some basic skills 

that will help them transition to the various dog 

sports offered by the Club if that is where their 

interests lie. 

 

Changes to the Club’s general training 

program were mooted for several years and 

discussed in a variety of forums with Instructors 

before the new Behaviour Training program 

was introduced on 

an incremental basis 

in February 2017 with 

the initial roll-out of 

the Foundation level. 

All four levels of the 

new program – 

Foundation, 

Consolidation, 

Graduation and 

Companion – have 

been available from 

February 2018. Since 

that time an average 

of 288 members have 

enrolled in Behaviour 

Training classes each 

term – 98 in 

Foundation, 98 in 

Consolidation, 54 in 

Graduation and 38 in 

Companion – with 

the following 

outcomes:  

• 78% of 

participants 

have met the standard to pass 

Foundation (Level 1)  

• 53 % of participants have met the 

standard to pass Consolidation (Level 2)  

• 38% of participants have met the 

standard to pass Graduation Level 3)  

• 30% of participants have met the 

standard to pass Companion (Level 4)  

 

Participants who do not meet the standard 

have the opportunity to repeat levels to 

strengthen their skills. 

 

At the completion of the Graduation and 

Companion levels members are given a 

handout on ‘Training options at the Club’ and 

are encouraged to consider transitioning to the 

Club’s various dog sports. Since the full roll-out 

of Graduation and Companion classes 18 

months ago, 40 of the 216 members who have 

met the standard at these levels have elected 

to try dog sports (ie 19%). This is proportionally 

much greater than the 9% of all new members 

who mention dog sports as a training goal 

when they join the Club to embark on 

Behaviour Training classes and the 8% of 

members who continued past ‘Transition’ under 

the Club’s previous training program.  

 

In addition, 12 members who have satisfactorily 

completed Companion (Level 4) have gone on 

to participate in a new ‘Secondary 

Companion’ class on 

Sundays with a view 

to joining the ‘Drill 

Team’ that promotes 

the Club at 

community events 

including Floriade, A 

Pooch Affair and the 

Connect and 

Participate Expo. A 

further 14 members 

are existing members 

of the Drill Team that 

evolved from the 

former Secondary 

Companion program 

after the retirement 

of long-standing 

instructor and Life 

Member Joyce 

Thompson in mid-

2018. 

 

The development of 

the Behaviour 

Training program has 

been informed by the Club’s previous training 

programs (including participation and retention 

rates), the training goals identified by new 

members, basic skills relevant to other Club 

activities including dog sports and Dogs-As-

Therapy, various requirements of Public Access 

Tests that are used to assess the competency of 

service/assistance dogs, and the Pet 

Professional Guild’s Pet Dog Ambassador 

Program (which may provide a future basis for 

accrediting members and recognising their 

achievements as pet dog trainers). 

 

During the year work continued on the 

Practising casual greetings in Companion class 

(Photo: Anne Robertson) 
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 articulation and management of the Behaviour 

Training program. This has included: 

• developing a (draft exposure) flow chart 

showing the goals for the Behaviour 

Training program (in terms of real-life 

outcomes) and the progression of skills 

and behaviours across the four levels; 

• revising the one-page summary/outlines 

for Club members covering each of the 

four levels – which are aligned with the 

flow chart; 

• collating all written feedback provided to 

the Club by Foundation and 

Consolidation class members as part of 

their at-home assessment process; 

• collating data provided by new members 

in their ‘members profile’ including their 

training goals; and 

• documenting and analysing the statistical 

outcomes of all classes each term 

(including participation and retention 

rates). 

 

Instructors and sub-committees across all of the 

Club’s activities have been invited to provide 

comments on the flow chart and one-page 

summaries while statistical data has been 

provided to the Working Group to inform its 

deliberations. 

 

The Behaviour Training Sub-Committee is aware 

of the need to further review and refine the 

training program in the light of the comments, 

feedback and data gathered since its full roll-

out over the past eighteen months. The Sub-

Committee has not been able to progress this 

as quickly as it would like due to the ongoing 

pressure of managing classes and developing 

new instructors. 

 

Demand for the Club’s Behaviour Training 

program continues to remain very high and the 

Club has a waiting list each term for new 

members wanting to start classes with their 

dogs. The Club’s capacity to meet this demand 

is determined by the number of available 

instructors. 

 

At the end of the 2018-19 year there were 41 

instructors available to take Behaviour Training 

classes. This included eight graduates from the 

in-house Instructors Course conducted in 2018. 

Another Instructors Course commenced in 

February 2019 with four participants completing 

all course requirements by the beginning of 

Term 3 (bringing the number of Club instructors 

to 45) and a further 6 participants are 

expected to instruct classes in their own right 

from Term 4 this year.  

 

Work commenced in early 2019 to develop a 

competency standards framework for the in-

house Instructors Course. The purpose of the 

proposed framework is to: 

• provide improved transparency to 

participants on the content, scope and 

expected outcomes of the course; 

• support and guide the further 

development of the course; 

• assist with the review and revision of 

course assessment processes;  

• provide greater clarity on the role 

expected of instructors through the 

Behaviour Training program; and 

• assist Behaviour Training instructors to 

identify learning opportunities to maintain 

and enhance their competence. 

 

An exposure draft of the framework has been 

completed and will be circulated for wider 

comment shortly. 

 

Trainee instructors developing their 

delivery and coaching skills through ‘peer 

group’ classes 

(Photo: Anne Robertson) 
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 During the year two Club instructors also 

gained externally recognised professional 

qualifications in dog behaviour and training 

(joining four previously-qualified instructors) and 

another five embarked on studies to gain their 

qualifications. The Club continues to provide 

one-on-one professional advice to Club 

members whose dogs are not well-suited to 

group classes or who have behaviour issues 

that cannot be adequately addressed in a 

class environment. This support is provided on a 

fee-for-service basis by several of the Club’s 

externally-qualified instructors and all of the 

income received from these services is returned 

to the Club. 

 

During the year the Sub-Committee developed 

the following resources to help support the 

continuing education of Behaviour Training 

instructors: 

• a guide to online magazines, blogs, 

podcasts, YouTube channels and 

professional associations that provide up-

to-date information on developments in 

rewards-based force-free dog behaviour 

and training; and 

• a list of respected organisations here and 

overseas that offer formal qualifications in 

dog behaviour and training and 

accreditation of existing skills and 

knowledge. 

 

The Club’s Committee also provided funds to 

purchase additional books and DVDs for the 

Instructors Library. 

 

In closing, I wish to thank Sub-Committee 

members Lesley Pothan, Kath Hallam, Hilarie 

Kemp, Jess McNamara-Rice and Leanne Smith 

for their contribution to the development and 

management of the Club’s Behaviour Training 

activities and the conduct of the Instructors 

Course during the year; Kerry Deans for her 

contribution to the Instructors Course as well as 

leading the development of the competency 

framework with Jackie Trotter and Kath Hallam; 

all the Foundation and Consolidation instructors 

who are mentoring the current crop of trainee 

instructors; and to every Behaviour Training 

instructor for enabling the Club to continue to 

deliver its core service to members and 

encouraging members to explore all the other 

activities the Club has to offer. 

 

Obedience and Rally Obedience  
By Jeanette Johnson (Convenor) 

 
During the year the Rally Obedience/

Obedience committee has continued to 

provide Club members with an opportunity to 

build their skills and participate in competitions 

with their dogs. With classes on Wednesday 

mornings and Thursday nights, both disciplines 

have continued to thrive. Of course, classes 

could not continue without our wonderful 

volunteer instructors who so generously give 

their time and endless encouragement. 

Through their efforts we have had a number of 

handlers achieve qualifications and titles with 

their dogs. In addition to our instructors, we 

could not function without a strong sub-

committee, most of whom wear instructor’s 

hats in this sport and others and are active in 

the wider dog sport community.  

 

Our many trials this year have been a great 

success and plans are well in hand for 2020. Of 

course, we cannot run them without the 

support of our Sub-Committee and our 

stewards who volunteer their time to ensure 

that the trials run smoothly. Many thanks to 

Wendy Hathaway and Carmen Kong who 

began as our trial secretaries for Rally O and 

Obedience competitions. We encourage 

anyone contemplating competing in trials to 

come and try stewarding. It gives a terrific 

insight into the sports and you just might catch 

the bug!  

Thanks are due to our wonderful Sub-

Committee of Cath Perry, Laraine Frawley, 

Judith Barlow, Geoff and Patricia Woodman, 

Lara Sedgmen, Carmen Kong, Wendy 

Hathaway and Sue Howie. 

 

Agility 
By Linda Spinaze (Convenor) 
 

During the financial year of 2018-2019 the 

Agility Sub-Committee provided classes for 

Club members and trialling opportunities for the 

agility community at large. 
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 We’ve replaced our broken see-saw with a 

newer and stronger alternative, which is 

proving to be successful.  We are currently 

planning to run an Instructors Course within the 

next six months to boost our declining instructor 

base. 

 

Details of classes: Six classes are conducted 

every week, namely Levels 1,2,3,4, Novice, 

Excellent/Masters.  These are held on Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, and each 

class lasts for 90 minutes. Since we can use 

both trial rings, we can hold two classes at 

once. At times we have to squeeze the times a 

little to conduct a third class on a particular 

night.  We conduct intakes four times a year, 

and the classes run for eight weeks. Promotion 

depends on the handlers attaining certain 

criteria, including handling skills and 

attendance. Currently there are 78 handler/

dog teams who regularly attend classes. 

 

Instructors: The Agility Sub-Committee is very 

grateful to the many instructors who generously 

donate their time to take classes. We run 29 

classes per year, and currently have 18 active 

instructors, 6 of whom also instruct in other dog 

sports.  Many thanks to those who have taken 

classes over the past 12 months. 

 

Trials: We have provided the same number of 

trials this year as we have done in previous 

years.  They were held on the following dates: 

23rd February, 20-21st April, 8-9th June and 2nd 

November. Additional evening Ribbon Trials 

were held at the Club in March, May and 

December. The weekend trials attracted a lot 

of interstate competitors, with over 900 entries 

received for the Easter and June trials, which 

has encouraged us to continue contracting 

judges from interstate and New Zealand. We 

have appreciated the assistance of everyone 

involved in contributing to the smooth running 

of these trials. 

 

The Auslink competition has continued this 

year.  Thanks to Pamela Hunt for running this to 

give our novice handlers some extra trialling 

experience in the rings. 

 

Other notable activities/decisions during this 

year: Involvement in the Dogs Extravaganza 

run by Dogs ACT at EPIC. Many of our members 

transported and set up equipment, and 

assisted with the organisation of the two-day 

trial. The special Focus Class was continued 

until May, when it was decided that the class 

was not viable with the small numbers, and we 

encouraged the suitable dogs to return to 

normal classes. Further simplification of the 

Novice Dog-of-the-Year award criteria. 

Planning is in progress to conduct an Agility 

Instructor Course in late 2019. 

 

Finally, I’d like to express my appreciation for 

the members of the Agility Sub-Committee for 

their enthusiasm and assistance during the 

year: Amanda Delaney (Trial Manager), Denise 

Iglesias (Syllabus and Trials), Therese Smith 

(Intake and Class Manager), Kylie White 

(Equipment Manager) and Nikki Fallon. 

Therese has now stepped down, and Naarilla 

Hirsch is now organising the classes and intakes.  

Nikki is taking over the responsibility of Trial 

Manager. We also have three new members 

who have agreed to join the sub-committee 

but have not yet been endorsed by Main 

Committee.  So, we are looking forward to a 

year of refreshed input and vigour! 

 

Flyball 
By Rhonda Cameron 

 
The Flyball Sub-Committee has seen numerous 

personnel changes within its ranks this year. Of 

‘Walking the course’ — Agility competitors work out where the course goes and 

how they need to handle it with their dog (Photo: Anne Robertson) 
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 most significance was the appointment of 

Cathy Vaughan as Head Trainer.  This has led to 

changes in training days and times.  There was 

a merging of training times from Tuesday and 

Wednesday evenings to a consolidated 

Sunday afternoon session to best suit her 

availability. Beginners, intermediates and 

experienced dogs and handlers now train one 

after the other on Sundays. 

 

Throughout the year there has been a 

continuing consolidation within our X-Factor 

racing team who are now regularly competing 

successfully in regional and interstate race 

meets. The team has improved their standard 

and are now running in high level race divisions 

and are demonstrating that they are capable 

of further improvements. The team’s fastest 

recorded time is 19.554 seconds. It is 

anticipated that this 

time will be eclipsed 

as further 

improvements are 

made to the 

mechanics of team 

racing.  This all bodes 

well for our upcoming 

intermediate 

handlers, who we 

anticipate will be 

integrated into our 

racing squad later in 

2019.  

 

On Saturday, 25th 

May 2019, X-Factor 

hosted the MAYHem 

race meet which was 

attended by thirteen 

teams, many of which 

were from NSW. This 

race meet could not 

have been run 

without the assistance 

of Kylie White who 

acted as the meet 

entry receiver as well 

as members of the 

Club’s Main 

Committee who assisted in the canteen. These 

efforts were critical to the event’s success when 

added to the work already done by the Flyball 

Sub-Committee and members.  

 

Appreciation is also due to Rachel Eggins and 

Damon Muller who left Flyball and the Club to 

pursue other activities after contributing 

significantly to X-Factor in a voluntary capacity 

over many years and to Nikki Fallon for 

temporarily filling the role of Flyball Convenor. 

 

The remaining Sub-Committee members 

Vanessa March (Race Meet Organiser and 

Communications), Cathy Vaughan (Head 

Trainer) and Rhonda Cameron (Main 

Committee Liaison and Competition Secretary) 

are looking forward to promoting further 

consolidation within the group and attending 

race meets together along with the rest of the 

X-Factor team members. The “F”– Fun in Flyball 

– is back! 

 

Dances with Dogs 
By Holly Rieger 
 

The past twelve months have been fairly quiet 

for DWD with one Heelwork to Music title (Holly 

Rieger and Saluki Zephyr’s Starters title).  

Participants have not 

been competing so 

much as working with 

their canine team 

members in practice 

sessions on 

Wednesday evenings 

mainly in the Pavilion 

at the Queanbeyan 

Showgrounds. 

 

Early in the year 

several of DWD 

enthusiasts attended, 

or participated in, the 

mock Tricks Trial held 

at the Belconnen Dog 

Obedience Club.  

Tricks have recently 

become a dog sport 

and this mock trial 

was the first view any 

of us have had of this 

fun new activity to 

compete in with our 

four-legged friends.  

   The new Tricks sport is 

   under the umbrella of 

   DWD because so 

much of DWD training involves teaching tricks 

to weave into a routine with music. 

 

We have demonstrated our acquired skills at 

church fetes, and at public events geared to 

show off the talents of canines in general.   

These events were the Connect and 

Participate (CAP) Expo in May and the Pooch 

Affair at EPIC in June.  Both events were good 

fun for our dancing members and quite 

Above: Jill Bradfield’s Australian Kelpie ‘Possum’  

perfecting one of her dance moves  

(Photo: Anne Robertson) 
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 obviously for the onlookers too.   One pair even 

tried out for “Australia’s Got Talent”.  

Congratulations to Natasha and Pepsi who, 

while they did not go further, got a “Highly 

Commended” from the judges and were 

encouraged to try out again for the show next 

year.    

 

We have a few new participants this year, and 

while DWD appeals to only a select group of 

dog handlers, those who enjoy it will tell 

everyone that it is one of the best ways to work 

with your canine friend.  

 

Tracking 
By Hilarie Kemp 

 
The 2019 tracking season got off to an early 

start with a workshop conducted by Sonja 

Needs, author of Tracking for Companion and 

Sports Dogs, on 27 April.  The workshop was well 

attended by tracking enthusiasts, including 

many CDC members. 

 

The workshop was followed on 8 May by an 

‘introduction to tracking’ talk by Jake Blight. 

 

Peer group sessions to develop handlers’ 

practical skills and to give dogs experience at 

tracking have been held weekly on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Saturdays.  This year the peer 

groups have used a new venue at Stromlo 

Forest Park. 

 

CDC held a very successful tracking trial on the 

weekend of 20-21 July.  A Tracking Trial tests the 

ability of a dog and handler team to find a 'lost' 

person by following the scent trail left on the 

ground when a person walks through the bush. 

Eighteen dogs were tested over two days, 

ranging in size from Papillons to German 

Shepherds. This is probably the largest tracking 

trial CDC has ever held and it took two judges 

two days to assess them and five stewards 

many days to set it all up plus 18 tracklayers to 

get 'lost' and a host of other helpers.  

 

Dogs As Therapy 
By Lesley Pothan 

 
Thirty years after its inception, the Club’s Dogs 

as Therapy program continues to run in 

conjunction with several aged-care facilities in 

the Canberra region. We have had several 

new teams join the group this year which is 

fabulous for the program. 

 

We visit residences once a month on a specific 

day each month for about an hour. Dogs tire 

after about an hour of visiting people even the 

social butterflies of the group. We attend the 

residences in groups of about 4 or 5 teams 

which helps spread the love around. People in 

the homes enjoy seeing several dogs, who 

came in all shapes and sizes, walking in to visit 

them. 

 

Last year we started a reading program in one 

of the primary schools on the north side of 

town. A dog and handler team attend the 

school and sit down and listen to stories being 

read by children. The children seem to enjoy 

reading to the dogs but I think the best part of 

the session for the child is giving the dogs lots of 

pats, talking about the dogs and occasionally 

receiving the odd lick. 

 

Kath McQuarrie, a long standing member of 

the group, has permission to visit patients in 

Canberra Hospital, John James Calvary and 

the new University hospital. 

Left: 

Dogs-as-Therapy human-

canine teams Terri and Jasper, 

Sharon and Rosie, Kath and 

Hope and Rocky, Lesley and 

Molly, Morag and Bess, Mike 

and Maisie and Indy, Jeff and 

Bear, and Catherine and 

Akara.  

(Photo: Kerrie Brewer, 

Canberra Weekly) 
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 Dogs visiting hospital must undertake three 

monthly blood tests which is not a requirement 

of visiting aged-care facilities. 

 

We have been approached by two other 

aged-care facilities that would like to be 

included in our program.  

 

Promotions 
By Rhonda Cameron 
 

Throughout the year, the Club has been active 

within in the Canberra community promoting 

our training services and fund-raising. We have 

attended Canberra promotional events as 

stallholders and demonstrated our skills at 

various community events. Major fundraising 

activities included a BBQ at Bunnings in Majura 

Park and the annual production of the ‘Dogs of 

the ACT Companion Dog Club’ calendar.  

 

This year a short promotional video, produced 

by Bernard Pearson Photography, about the 

club and the training provided was finalised. It 

looks fantastic and show cases the club and a 

number of our gorgeous dogs. We hope to get 

it uploaded to the Club’s web site soon. 

Community Events 

 

On Sunday 26th August 2018, the Joey Scouts 

from Mt. Taylor Scout group visited the Club as 

part of their ‘Share and Care’ program. 

Heather McPherson hosted the Joey Scouts visit 

and provided information on dog care and 

training. The Joey Scouts handed out their small 

packages of goodies to handlers and their 

dogs in class. An excellent exercise in 

distraction training! 

 

Club members 

attended 

Floriade’s ‘Dog 

Day Out’ on 14th 

October 2018; the 

Connect and 

Participate (CAP) 

Expo at the 

Kingston Bus Depot 

Markets on 4th 

May 2019 and the 

Pooch Affair at EPIC showground on 15th June 

2019. A number of Committee members and 

Instructors manned the stalls promoting the 

Club, providing advice and chatting to 

participants. At each of these events Club’s 

‘Drill Team’ and Dances With Dogs members 

showcased their fabulous skills providing great 

entertainment to enthusiastic onlookers. The 

Drill Team once again displayed their many 

tricks individually and in unison. They delighted 

onlookers with their display of ‘stay’ skills and 

with their game of ‘noughts’ and ‘crosses’.  A 

real crowd pleaser was their synchronized cues 

to send their dogs to sit in cardboard boxes.  

 

Media Coverage: Our Club once again 

assisted with the promotion of the CAP Expo 

with Committee members Sharon Haines and 

Heather McPherson and their dogs 

participating in photo shoots at the media 

launch.  Anne Robertson’s dog ‘Derry’ also 

featured heavily on the ACT Government 

website and in local media promotional 

materials. 

 

On 24 January this year an article on the great 

community work provided by our Dogs-as-

Therapy group, titled ’30 Years of Tail-Wagging 

Joy’, was published in the City News and 

promoted the role the group plays within the 

Canberra aged care community.  

 

Fund-Raising: Volunteers again assisted in the 

Club’s fundraising efforts, sizzling sausages for 

many hours at Bunnings at Majura Park on 

Saturday 20th January. Special mention goes 

to the generosity of Aldi Majura Park for their 

donation of food items and Coles Manuka for 

providing a community gift voucher. The 

generosity of these companies assisted in 

maximizing profits which assisted in subsidising 

the purchase of the new outdoor furniture for 

Club members’ use. 

 

The Club’s 2019 ‘Dogs of the ACT Companion 

Dog Club’ Calendar was once again well 

received by our members with a complete sell 

out of 115 calendars. Many thanks to Jane 

Richardson and Rachel McKeever who 

together organised the wonderful imagery for 

the calendar’s production.  

 

The 2020 calendar is scheduled to be on sale in 

early November. 

 

Grounds Maintenance 
By Hilarie Kemp 
 

The grounds were affected by the summer 

heat in December 2018 and the early part of 

2019, with the bore struggling to keep up the 

water supply through the summer.  Bare 

patches and weeds affected all areas of the 

grounds, including the trial rings.  The bore 

pump dragged up sand, which clogged the 

pump and formed a layer in the bottom of the 
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tank, requiring maintenance to the pump and 

tank cleaning. The grounds, with their ‘winter 

grass’ are currently looking lush and green.  

Some of our trees are feeling their age, with 

several having to be removed over 2018-19.  

This is likely to be an ongoing issue over the next 

few years. 

 

Sections of the boundary fence were replaced 

due to damage, including from kangaroos who 

continue to be attracted to our grassed 

paddocks, and from an apparent attempt to 

access the grounds by a vehicle.  A second 

gate was installed in the Obedience ring to 

allow separate entry and exit points during 

trials.   

 

Repairs were made to the floodlights and the 

angle of lights changed to provide better 

coverage, reducing the areas of shadow in the 

trial rings.   

 

Social Media 
By Rachel McKeever 
 

Over the last twelve months both new and old 

members alike have sought to gain information 

about the club via the web site and social 

media. On average the web site receives 

around 1,500 page visits per week and in one 

month approximately 2,500 unique views. Due 

to the increased popularity of the Club we 

needed to temporarily remove the new 

membership form, and it is hoped that over the 

next year an online membership form 

integrated with a new Club database can be 

implemented.  

 

Our Facebook page is a place where we can 

quickly advise our members of class 

cancellations, temporary closures and safety 

messages along with recognising the hard work 

and time our volunteers contribute to running 

the Club. Each sport has a representative and 

they have shared highlights, images and 

information which visitors to the website delight 

in viewing. The Club’s page is liked by over 

1,660 people and our most popular post was 

seen by 1,550. We will continue to use 

Facebook to share information and engage 

with the broader ACT dog community.  

 

PAWS Shop 
By Katrina Morton (Manager) 

 
2018-2019 has been an awesome year once 

again at the PAWS Shop. Thank you to our shop 

assistant Connor Bailey who left us at the end of 

last year to continue his education.  We have 

two new shop assistants working in the shop - 

Jared Sneyers who you will see on Sundays and 

at trials and Jess Charman who works on 

Thursday evenings and trials also.  They have 

settled in and between them they are doing a 

great job. 

 

As usual it has been a very busy year not just 

during normal training days but also while 

Agility, Rally O and Obedience Trials are held. I 

would like to express a big ‘thank you’ to our 

members and triallers for continuing to support 

the shop during the past year. 

 

The suppliers of the Club’s leads, collars, 

harnesses, treats and other shop stock have 

again this year been very helpful with enabling 

us to keep price rises to a minimum. It also 

enables the Club to offer reduced price for Pigs 

and Cows Ears on the last day of term and 

during trials - so, come on down! If there is any 

stock that you would like the Club to carry we 

will do our best to source the best price, or if 

you feel that there is anything that needs to be 

addressed shop wise, please let me know so 

that I can take the necessary action.  

 

As a service to members I am an ACT Justice of 

the Peace and I am at the Club on 

Wednesday mornings or you can leave a 

message at the Club Office.    
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Clubhouse Maintenance 
By Katrina Morton 

 
For several years now we have arranged for 

Rentokil to spray the clubhouse, workshop, 

agility shed, shipping container and seating for 

spiders and other creepy-crawlies twice a year 

and to monitor for rodent activities. 

 

The Club would like to thank Andrew 

(Enhanced Plumbing and Gas), Brendon (BMC 

Electrical), Matthew (Gutter Clean) and the 

cleaning team from Lead who have provided 

their services to the Club to ensure that all our 

maintenance and cleaning has continued to 

be first rate. The Lead team comprise three to 

four people with a disability and a supervisor. 

The team sweep and mop the clubhouse, 

clean the toilets and empty the litter and dog 

waste bins – an unpleasant job at the best of 

times. Please make their job a bit easier by 

always putting your waste in the liner bag in the 

bin and replacing the lid on the bin. The team 

always have a smile and friendly word for 

anyone they come across while on the 

premises so if you are at the Club on Tuesday 

mornings please take the time to say ‘hi’ and 

‘thanks’.  

 

My thanks to the Club’s Office Manager Marika 

Mueller for keeping me informed of any issues 

affecting the cleanliness of the clubhouse and 

grounds. If you have any concerns about the 

maintenance of the clubhouse or if you see 

anything out of place, please see me on 

Wednesday mornings or leave a message at 

the office.  

 

Waste Management 
By Anne Robertson 
 

This year marked the third year of the Club’s 

participation in the ACT Government’s 

ActSmart Business Recycling Program with a 

further reduction in the volume of waste going 

to landfill (from 22 cubic metres in 2017-18 to 15 

cubic metres in 2018-19). For the first time this 

year the Club has redirected more than 50% of 

its waste 

stream away 

from landfill 

with 17 cubic 

metres of 

used paper, 

cardboard, 

rigid plastics, 

milk and juice 

cartons 

heading for 

recycling. 

 

Apart from 

paper-based 

material and 

mixed 

recyclables, 

the Club also 

continues to 

recycle printer 

cartridges, 

batteries and 

aluminium 

coffee pods 

and has 

started to 

recycle soft 

plastics. This 

year the Club 

also redirected 

almost 1000 

plastic and glass bottles and aluminium cans to 

the ACT Government’s Container Deposit 

Scheme and received 10 cents for each 

container in return. The Club also signed the 

ACT Government’s Straws Suck pledge and 

switched from plastic to paper straws in the 

Club shop. 

 

Apart from more targeted disposal of its waste 

streams, the Club also reduced the frequency 

of its waste collections resulting in a modest 

saving of almost $700 over twelve months. 

 

Dog waste remains the biggest contributor to 

the Club’s landfill stream and while we have 

been unable to reduce the volume of this 

stream, we continue to use starch-based poo 

bags on the Club grounds and sell the same 

bags in the Club shop. These bags are certified 

under the relevant European, United States and 

Australian standards for compostability under 

landfill conditions. We also use compostable 

bin liners in all our general waste bins. 

 

I encourage all members and visitors to ‘do the 

right thing’ by using the Club’s recycling 

facilities so that we can maintain our ActSmart 

Above: Train your dog to ‘do the 

right thing’ and put it in the 

recycling bin! (Photo: Anne 

Robertson) 
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accreditation as an environmentally 

responsible organisation. 

 

Security 
By Heather McPherson 

 
SECOM Security continues to provide 

monitoring and alarm response to the Club 

and once again it is pleasing to report no 

major security issues this year. 

  

Keeping the car park’s driveway gates locked 

when there is no activity on the grounds is a 

security measure for the Club. So a reminder 

that if you park in the car park and are the last 

person to leave, remember to shut and lock 

the gate—even if you expect other people to 

use the Club later the same day.  

 

If there is a car in the car park when you are 

ready to leave—and you don’t know whether 

the car belongs to an instructor or other Club 

official (look for the sticker!) — please check 

with the owner before you leave to ensure that 

they will lock the gate. If the owner is not an 

instructor or Club official you may ask them to 

move their car before you leave to ensure the 

premises are secure. 

 

The Good Companion 

Magazine 
By Anne Robertson 
 

The Club’s Good Companion magazine was 

published four times during the year coinciding 

with each Behaviour Training term. At the 

beginning of 2019 the ‘Good Companion’ 

masthead celebrated its 30th anniversary, 

having been launched in 1989 when then-

Editor Patricia Looker sought suggestions from 

members on a suitable name for the regular 

newsletter – which had been published in some 

form since 1973. 

 

The magazine is available on the Club’s 

website and 250-300 copies are printed each 

term for distribution to Club members across all 

its activities.  

 

During the year discussions were revived with 

the ACT Government’s ACT Heritage Library to 

arrange for a complete set of the Club’s 

magazine – and other key historical records – 

to be lodged for posterity with the Library. 

Spanning more than 60 years these records 

form a unique part of the social history of 

Canberra and the wider history of community-

based dog training in Australia.  

 

My thanks to members of the Main Committee, 

Sub-Committees, contributors and advertisers 

for continuing to provide reports and articles 

about the Club’s activities for the Good 

Companion. It is this content that helps the 

magazine continue to provide a chronicle of 

the life of the Club.  

We use compostable poo bags 
 

Do you take extra poo bags from the dispensers around the Club grounds so that you have a 

ready supply at home? 

If you like the bags and want to use them elsewhere 

please purchase bulk suppliers from the PAWS Shop.  
Packs of 50 cost $5.00.  

This will help the Club cover its costs.  
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 Flyball Feats 

By Rhonda Cameron — Flyball Liaison 

X-Factor’s near-perfect weekend 

 

“And the winners of Division 1, with a best time 

of 19.108 seconds, is X-Factor from Canberra”. 

These were the congratulatory words uttered 

by Race to the Beach 2019 organiser Teresa 

Goode, from Wonder Woofs Flyball Club, to 

recognise the efforts of our team over the two-

day event held at the Huskisson Beach Holiday 

Haven grounds, on Saturday 31st August and 

Sunday 1st September 2019. 

 

The weekend was near perfect. The location 

near the beach was excellent, the weather 

was very pleasant, the comp organisation was 

casual—yet precise and well run—and our own 

performance was exceptionally good, 

especially over Day One. 

 

The only downside was the broken wrist handler 

Pauline Dikmans received on Friday evening 

before the event even started when she fell 

down some Haven stairs which weren’t lit up in 

the dark. With a bit of assistance from other 

handlers, Pauline managed to complete the 

entire schedule of events over the two days of 

competition. She is now in a cast back in 

Canberra and recovering well. 

 

X-Factor won all eight races on day one to set 

up the weekend. Winning 19 of 23 heats, this 

put X-Factor in their winning position. The team 

Some of the dogs relaxing at the beach after 

the race meet. L – R Austin, Logan, Pippa 

and Lochie 

(Photo courtesy of Cathy Vaughan) 

Below: Cathy Vaughan sporting her racing greens. 

(Photo supplied by Rhonda Cameron) 



Page | 42 The Good Companion | November 2019| Vol 31| No 3-4 

Flyball … continued

also had 19 of 23 clean runs from the 

day as all dogs were consistent. Three 

handlers’ errors and one dog error 

kept X-Factor from running a perfect 

first day. However, an 83% running 

efficiency was more than 

acceptable! 

 

Day two started off a bit shaky, 

possibly due to the Day One ‘after 

race meet’ activities by the team 

(two legged). The team was less 

efficient over Day Two and managed 

only 17 of 24 clean heat runs on the 

day taking their final tally to 37 of 48 

(77%) heat wins over the two days. 

 

A very pleasing aspect of the 

weekend was that even though the 

team ran on a sand track, they still managed 

to better their nominated time of 19.547 in five 

heats with a best time of 19.108 seconds. The 

team is already looking forward to next year to 

again attend the Race to the Beach 2020.  

 

Thank you Woofers for hosting such a great 

race meet.  

 

Who’s new? 

 

On 13th October 2019, we met our new 

prospective Flyballers. Welcome one and all! 

 

Ciara and Susan Barnard have decided to give 

flyball a go, we’re hoping Ciara will soon be 

the largest flyball dog in Australia!  Ciara and 

several other newbies attended our Flyball 

environment lecture under the guidance of 

instructor Cathy Vaughan. 

 

What’s new - Flyball 101 Syllabus 

 

In 2020 we will be introducing Flyball 101 which 

will target handlers with young dogs 6 months 

and over, who would like to get involved in the 

sport, but whose dogs are too young to 

commence active training.  As Flyball is a high 

energy sport with numerous distractions, Flyball 

101 will follow on from the Club’s Behaviour 

Training  program to incorporate crate training 

and calming and distraction techniques to 

prepare handlers and dogs for the 

fundamentals of the sport. This component will 

be integrated with our Beginners flyball 

programme. 

Above: Susan and Irish Wolfhound ‘Ciara’ 

(Photo supplied by Rhonda Cameron) 
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Halloween originated with the ancient Celtic 

festival of Samhain when people would light 

bonfires and wear costumes to ward off ghosts.  

 

On Thursday 31st October, it was celebrated 

at Bunnings Majura Park when they 

transformed their timber yard into a 

children’s Halloween playground with a 

performing magician, face-painting, trick or 

treat, pumpkin carving and everyone’s 

favourite “Officer Chase” from Paw Patrol 

keeping everything under control.   

 

Members from our Secondary Companion Drill 

Team attended and performed in front of 

enthusiastic fairy princesses, goblins, ghosts 

and many other weird and wonderful 

Halloween goers. Bunnings staff members were 

Ghosts, goblins and paws 
By Rhonda Cameron 

Below: Secondary Companion Drill Team members at the Bunnings Paw Patrol Halloween Party—(front row) 

Rhonda Cameron & Boston, Anne-Marie McGowan & Rusty, Bridget Graham & Mia 

(back row) Nici Swan & Benson, Barbara Gough & Jack, Officer Chase, Pauline Dikmans & Ky, Beryl Sipes & 

Bailey, and Liz Lynch & Maisie & Indy 

Golden Retriever ‘Rusty’ 

meets his first witch 
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also appropriately dressed for the occasion.  

 

The evening started with Pauline Dikmans 

and Ky, her trick dog, performing to the 

crowd.  The children were lined up with 

beaming faces patiently waiting their turn to 

command Ky to perform tricks on their say. 

Everyone loved watching Ky perform and I 

don’t believe he has ever received so many 

pats or had so many selfies before. 

 

The Secondary Companion Drill Team then 

performed with their obedience routine to 

the delight of all in attendance. I’m sure 

Barb Gough was trying to beat Jack’s 

previous personal best for height jumping 

through a hula hoop and it looked like they 

may have succeeded. A special thank you to 

everyone from CDC who came along to make 

this such a special event for so many children 

in Canberra and also to Sue Kelly, the 

Bunnings Event Organizer, for putting on 

such a fun evening. 

Above: Labrador X ‘Boston’ meets Paw Patrol’s  

Officer Chase and his off-sider 

 

(All photos courtesy of Rhonda Cameron) 

 

Would you like to advertise in the Club’s magazine ?  We distribute 

about 350 copies of the magazine to members four times a year 

and you can access all issues on our website - it’s a great way to get 

your name out there. Advertising for the September 2019 issue is due 

by the 15 August. Current advertising rates are: 

TGC ADVERTISING 

Page Size Width Length 
Single 

(1 issue) 

Yearly 

(4 issues) 

Full Page 170 mm 270 mm $60.00 $225.00   

1/2 Page 170 mm 130 mm $35.00 $125.00   

1/4 Page 80 mm 130 mm $20.00 No Yearly rate 

Email contact@actcdc.org.au if you would like to advertise. 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Obedience and Rally-o Trialling 

Obedience Skills, Trialling and Rally-O classes are held on Wednesday mornings  

and Thursday evenings (see Class Times on page 60). Dogs must have passed  

Graduation (Level Three in the Behaviour Training program) to participate in these classes unless 

the handler has previous experience in these sports. Contact the Club Office on 

contact@actcdc.org.au if you are interested in joining any of the classes and you will be put in 

touch with the sport’s Convenor. 

Results from Obedience Trial — 12 October 2019 

Masters – Judge: Tracy Geary 
1st  Ms S Howie NOONBARRA ROCKET CDX RM (Australian Kelpie) 
2nd  J Nielsen NAKIVA QUIET DREAMS RE (Border Collie) 
3rd  Anne Walkington CH RIFTINTIME BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY CDX RAE RM ORA (Labrador  
  Retriever) Jenny O'Connor GOLDTREVE SWEET CHILI JAM CD RM (Golden Retriever) 
 
Excellent A – Judge: Tracy Geary 
1st Fiona Fraser UWISH U WERE MY MATERIAL GIRL RA (Brittany) 
2nd Helen Migus GIDAY CANBERRA KOALA RA (Poodle (Standard)) 
3rd Mrs. H & Mrs. B Coulton & Mr P Nichols DUNSFOLD SOLDIER OF FORTUNE  CD. RA. (Cavalier  
 King Charles Spaniel) 
 
Advanced A – Judge: Tracy Geary 
1st Dorothy Xu CHAD RN JDX GD AD SPD (Associate) 
2nd Anne Walkington CH CHERGARI SILENT NIGHT CD RN (Labrador Retriever) 
3rd Mr A. Porombka And Mrs C. Medveczky CH NEGRESCA INTENSIVE LE DEVINE RN (Poodle  
 (Standard)) 
 Mrs C. Ritchie KENZANNE CREME BRULEE RN (Golden Retriever) 
 
Novice – Judge: Tracy Geary 
1st Lyndal Hasselman KUDU (Associate) 
2nd G S & J A Hogan BEAUVEST RUBY ROSE (Australian Cattle Dog) 
 
Masters - Judge Mr John Green (ACT) 
1st  Ms S Howie NOONBARRA ROCKET CDX RM (Australian Kelpie) 
2nd  Jenny O'Connor GOLDTREVE SWEET CHILI JAM CD RM (Golden Retriever) 
3rd  Anne Walkington CH RIFTINTIME BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY CDX RAE RM ORA (Labrador  
 Retriever) 
 J Nielsen NAKIVA QUIET DREAMS RE (Border Collie) 
 Kelli Edwards DAFFY CD RE JDM JDO ADM ADO SPDX SD GD 
 TD (Associate) 
 Ms S Hey SHTAR AUSSIE FLOKI CD RE RAE (Golden  
 Retriever) 
 Judith Barlow CH RIVERREED SHEZ TAILERMAID CCD RE 
 QND ORA ADX JDX GDX SD SPDX JC (Brittany) 
 
Excellent A - Judge Mr John Green (ACT) 
1st  Jane Vickers RHYLL VIENNA CD RN RA (Pointer) 
2nd  Fiona Fraser UWISH U WERE MY MATERIAL GIRL RA  
 (Brittany) 
3rd  Helen Migus GIDAY CANBERRA KOALA RA (Poodle  
 (Standard)) 
 
Advanced A - Judge Mr John Green (ACT) 
1st  Anne Walkington CH CHERGARI SILENT NIGHT CD RN  
 (Labrador Retriever) 
2nd  Dorothy Xu CHAD RN JDX GD AD SPD (Associate) 
3rd  Kelli Edwards TIGGER RN (Sporting Register) 
 
Novice - Judge Mr John Green (ACT) 
1st  Lyndal Hasselman KUDU (Associate) 
2nd  Naarilla Hirsch GADHAR KISHAR (Border Collie) 
3rd  G S & J A Hogan BEAUVEST RUBY ROSE (Australian Cattle 
 Dog) 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Results from Obedience Trial — 9 November 2019 

Utility Dog Excellent – Judge: Mr Sid Schuck 
No qualifiers 
 
Utility Dog – Judge: Mr Terry Griffin 
No qualifiers 
 
Companion Dog Excellent –  Judge: Mr Sid Schuck 
1st  Karen Hobson with LIFESONG OUT OF THE ABYSS CD TD (Border Collie) 194/200 
 
Companion Dog – Judge: Mr Jake Blight 
1st Lise Sandenbergh with FENIX RN CCD (Associate) 185/200 
2nd Vikki Evans with LOKABE RHYTHM II CCD RA (Australian Kelpie) 182/200 
 
Community Companion Dog – Judge: Mr Jake Blight 
1st  Lauren Ross with KEVIN (Associate) 95/100 
2nd  Geoff Woodman with CH CAERHAYS GLEN BRONTE RE GD JD Golden Retriever 90/100 
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     Agility Action 

Hello all Agiliteers, 

 

Here we are at the end of another year, with a 

lot of successful training and trialling behind us.  

Thanks to everyone who has helped the agility 

group in any way over the past year. 

 

Some of the updates over the past 6 months 

have been: 

• Successful and well-run trials on the club 

grounds during the June and September 

long-weekends, an evening ribbon trial in 

September, and an evening trial at the 

beginning of November. The results of 

these have been published in the last 

Good Companion magazine and in this 

edition. 

• Our classes are full and going well. Thanks 

to Naarilla who keeps track of class lists 

and encourages instructors to take 

classes. 

• We have three new members on the 

Agility Sub-committee.  I’d like to 

welcome Karen Hobson, Dana Simonsen 

and Cheyne Fisher to our ranks.  They 

have already enjoyed two ASC meetings, 

and their input has been very valuable. 

Thank you to all three of you for putting 

your hands up to help. 

• The ASC has agreed to increase trialling 

fees from $7.50 to $8.00 per entry.  We 

have had the same fees for a few years 

now, and most other clubs are now 

charging higher fees. 

• A new tunnel has been ordered to 

replace the one with a hole in it, and 

new small trolleys have been bought for 

the broad jumps. Kylie, with Cheyne’s 

help, will re-organise the shed over the 

next few weeks, re-paint the weaving 

poles, and install a white-board so that 

handlers can record broken equipment. 

• We continue to plan an Agility Instructors 

Course, but no dates have been set yet 

since we need to have a course outline 

before doing that.  Anyone interested in 

doing the course please contact me via 

the Club (contact@actcdc.org.au) . 

• There has been a decision to cease 

running the Auslink courses in 2020. This is 

partly because Pam is stepping down 

from running them, and partly because 

they often clash with classes.  

 

There has been recent discussion on Main 

Committee regarding a wet weather policy.  

Until now, the decision to cancel classes due to 

inclement weather, taking into account the 

level of agility training planned for the night, 

has been made by each individual instructor. 

The decision is then communicated to class 

members either directly by the instructor (if they 

have all class members email addresses) or 

sent to Naarilla who can post on the Agility 

Facebook page. I would like to know if this 

method works for everyone?  Would you 

suggest another method?  Please let me know. 

 

For those of you who have not yet started 

Agility we will have the next intake test at the 

beginning of February 2020.  There is a waiting 

list, so it is important for you to apply for Agility 

training as soon as possible. Remember that 

your dog has to be at least 14 months old 

before starting agility. Visit the CDC website for 

more information and the application forms 

(https://www.actcdc.org.au/agility.html). 

 

Wishing you all a relaxing and invigorating 

holiday season. 

By Linda Spinaze — Convenor 

Left: Jane Heseltine’s 

Miniature Dachshund 

‘Archie’ flies over a 

jump at the Dogs ACT 

trial on the club 

grounds in September 

(Photo: Carmen Kong) 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
https://www.actcdc.org.au/agility.html
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Agility action … continued

 

Clockwise from top left: 

Vanessa March’s Border Collie ‘Pippa’, 

Lara Sedgmen’s Hungarian Vizsla ‘Dublin’, 

Lucy Jesiolowski’s Old English Sheepdog 

‘Floyd’, 

Karen Hobson’s Labrador Retriever ‘Jem’ 

(Photos: Carmen Kong) 
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(Results for members only) 
Open Agility Judge: Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: sec 57  
1st OGrCh TSGrCh ROCh TCh Kityees Sonic UDX RAE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDX SPDX ET  
 (Border Collie) Jake Blight 27.38s 
2nd Brunig ADM JDM JDO ADO GDM SPDM SDX (Associate) Linda Spinaze 33.20s 
3rd Pixie ADX JDX SPDX GDX SD JDO (associate) Denise Stirzaker 35.01s 
4th Dual Ch (Ag 600) Graebrook Dublin Rogue RA QND ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDM SPDM  
 (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 35.09s 

 
Master Agility Judge: Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: sec 58  
1st Neberden Perfectionist CD RA ADX JDX JDO GD SPD SD AFCH (Cocker Spaniel) Nicole Fallon  
 47.34s (300) 
2nd  Phoebe ADX JDX SPD GD (associate ( Christine Rees 49.74s (300) 
4th Alamoana To Sir With Love JDX ADX GD SD (Poodle (Miniature)) Kylie Brown 51.62s (300) 
1st Brunig ADM JDM JDO ADO GDM SPDM SDX (Associate) Linda Spinaze 35.63s (600) 
2nd Dual Ch (Ag 600) Graebrook Dublin Rogue RA QND ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDM SPDM  
 (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 38.87s (600) 
 
Excellent Agility Judge: Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: sec 58  
1st Pepsi JDX GD ADX SD FS.S JDO SPD (Associate Register) Natasha Sands 39.43s (500) 
1st Dual Ch (Neuter) (RO) Morningmyst Lord Of The Islae CDX RAE ORA SPDX JD AD GD SD (Golden 
 Retriever) Laraine Frawley 50.08s (600) 
 
Novice Agility Judge: Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: sec 61 
1st Mojitogold Love Me Do (Poodle (Toy)) Simone Pensko 42.71s (300) 

Agility action … continued

Results from Ribbon Agility Trial — 10 September 2019 

Results from Agility & Jumping Trial — 2 November 2019 

(Results for members only) 
 
Novice Agility Judge: Ms Pamela Hunt (ACT) SCT: sec 300: 68 s 400: 67 s 500: 66 s  
1st  Pawsintime My Boy Benson JD GD (Schnauzer (Miniature)) Nici Swan 39.89s (300) 
1st  Lifesong Out Of The Abyss CD JD TD (Border Collie) Karen Hobson 29.61s (400) 
1st  Lokabe Rhythm II CCD RA (Australian Kelpie) Vikki Evans 26.83s (500) 
 
Master Agility Judge: Ms Pamela Hunt (ACT) SCT: sec 200: 66 s 500: 63 s 600: 64 s 
1st  Beedashie Bumblebee ADX JDX (Miniature Dachshund) Jane Heseltine 63.11s (200) 
2nd  OGrCh TSGrCh ROCh TCh Kityees Sonic UDX RAE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDX SPDX ET  
 (Border Collie) Jake Blight 50.43s (500) 
3rd  Charalandra Loose As Diamonds CDX ORA ADX JDX GD SD (Labrador Retriever) Karen Hobson  
 59.58s (500) 
4th  Kerodan Wicca Spirit ADX JDM GDX SD SPD ADO JDO (Border Collie) Mr R & Mrs A White 60.85s 
  (500) 
1st  Brunig ADM JDM JDO ADO GDM SPDM SDX (Associate) Linda Spinaze 55.10s (600) 
2nd  Dual Ch (Ag 600) Graebrook Dublin Rogue RA QND ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDM SPDM  
 (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 58.52s (600) 
 
Open Agility Judge: Ms Pamela Hunt (ACT) SCT: 63 sec 
1st  OGrCh TSGrCh ROCh TCh Kityees Sonic UDX RAE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDX SPDX ET  
 (Border Collie) Jake Blight 32.19s 
3rd  Illoura Jet ADM2 JDM GD (Border Collie) Greg Collins 33.30s 
5th  Dual Ch (Ag 600) Graebrook Dublin Rogue RA QND ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDM SPDM  
 (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 38.57s 
7th  Pepsi JDX GD ADX SD FS.S JDO SPD (Associate Register) Natasha Sands 50.39s 
8th  Phoebe ADX JDX SPD GD (Associate) Christine Rees 51.58s 
9th  Neut Ch Landmark Why Why Delilah RAE ADX JDX JDO SDX SPD GDX (Cocker Spaniel  
 (American)) Mrs Anne Lewis 53.24s 
 
Open Jumping Judge: Mr Bruce Havord (NSW) SCT: 49 sec 
1st  OGrCh TSGrCh ROCh TCh Kityees Sonic UDX RAE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDX SPDX ET  
 (Border Collie) Jake Blight 25.27s 
2nd  Illoura Jet ADM2 JDM GD (Border Collie) Greg Collins 25.65s 
4th  Brunig ADM JDM JDO ADO GDM SPDM SDX (Associate) Linda Spinaze 29.42s 
6th  Happylea Upper Class CCD RA AD JDX GD SPD (Chinese Crested Dog) Miss C Kong 32.35s 
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Agility action… continued

7th  Pepsi JDX GD ADX SD FS.S JDO SPD (Associate Register) Natasha Sands 36.71s 
8th  Phoebe ADX JDX SPD GD (Associate) Christine Rees 39.74s 
 
Master Jumping Judge: Mr Bruce Havord (NSW) SCT: sec 200: 55 s 500: 51 s 600: 53 6 s 
1st  Beedashie Bumblebee ADX JDX (Miniature Dachshund) Jane Heseltine 53.42s (200) 
1st  Illoura Jet ADM2 JDM GD (Border Collie) Greg Collins 33.62s (500) 
2nd  Pepsi JDX GD ADX SD FS.S JDO SPD (Associate Register) Natasha Sands 49.51s (500) 
1st  Dual Ch (Ag 600) Graebrook Dublin Rogue RA QND ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDM SPDM  
 (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 40.57s (600) 
 
Excellent Jumping Judge: Mr Bruce Havord (NSW) SCT: sec 200: 47 s 300: 47 s 
1st  Albiglen Nicoles Choice JD AD (West Highland White Terrier) Simone Pensko 38.45s (200) 
1st  Pawsintime My Boy Benson JD GD (Schnauzer (Miniature)) Nici Swan 43.13s (300) 

He knows how to do it, he's just refusing … 
 

How do we know that he knows? The only way we can tell if your dog knows how to do the behaviour 

you are asking, or even what you are asking, is that they do the behaviour, everything else is just an 

assumption on our part. 

 

Have you ever forgotten how to do something? Forgotten the words of a song you have sang along 

with 100s of times? Walked into a room and forgotten what you came in for? Forgotten the sequence 

of a routine you have done dozens of times? Left your wallet in the house and had to go back for it? 

 

Is it not reasonable to give our dogs the same grace? Do our dogs not deserve that benefit? 

 

There are two reasons your dog will not do something you ask/tell them: 

 

1. They do not understand, under those precise circumstances, what you are asking. 

2. They are not motivated to do it or are motivated to do something else in that moment. 

 

The answer, more training and more practice. Keep going with your dog, understand his needs and 

work as a team, with each other, not against each other. 

 

John McGuigan 

Glasgow Dog Training 

https://glasgowdogtrainer.wordpress.com/ 

 For the safety and welfare of all members, 

use of the Club grounds is restricted to  

financial members only. 

 

You may NOT invite or bring non-members on to the 

grounds or bring dogs that are not listed on your 

membership application on to the grounds unless 

you have obtained permission from a Club official 

(ie Session Manager, Instructor, Committee 

Member). 

In some cases fees and conditions may apply. 

 

If in doubt, please ask. 

https://glasgowdogtrainer.wordpress.com/


     Grounds Maintenance 

    By Hilarie Kemp — Grounds Manager 
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What is happening with our grounds? 

 

You may have noticed how good our grounds have been looking over the winter and spring.  The 

grass has been thick and green, and at times has grown so much we have almost lost some of the 

smaller dogs from sight!  With the arrival of warmer weather the grass is starting to dry off, weeds 

and small bare patches are appearing, and dogs are starting to get weed seeds in their coats 

and paws.  

 

The grass in the trial rings (Rings 1-5) and much of the grass in the other paddocks thrives in the 

cooler weather but struggles in the heat, even with daily watering.  The amount of water required 

to keep the grass alive is not only expensive but appears to have contributed to the loss of some 

trees from over-watering.  To make matters worse, the bore we use for irrigation has fallen to such 

low levels over the last few summers that sand has been sucked up, damaging the pump and 

building up in the water tank.     

 

Local business Complete Turf and Landscaping which is contracted to maintain our grounds 

recently put a proposal to the Club to commence a program to replace the grass in some areas 

with Couch, which is dormant in the winter but loves the hot summer weather and needs less 

water than other grasses.  Over-sowing our current grass cover with Couch seed is a cheaper and 

less disruptive way to do this than digging up and replacing the existing grass.  It does mean that 

the new Couch will take longer to establish as it is competing with other grasses, but this seems a 

reasonable trade-off for us to be able to continue to use the grounds over summer.   

 

The Club’s Committee has agreed to commence the turf replacement program, with work due to 

start once temperatures are consistently warm so that the Couch has the best chance to grow.  

Keep an eye on the Club’s Facebook page for updates.   

 

There are currently no plans to replace the grass in the trial rings with Couch.   

 

Talk to a Committee member (see page 59) or email contact@actcdc.org.au if you would like 

more information. 

Looking east down the Home Paddock—one of the first areas 

planned for over-sowing with Couch grass 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au


               Term Two & Three Results 
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FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION 

Term 2 

Adam Selwyn & Daphne 

Alexander Parissi-Smyth & Juno 

Alison Briggs & Elliott 

Alison Price & Paddy 

Ashley Cross & Buckley 

Barry Fieldtmann & Max 

David Spencer & Harley 

Donna Spencer & Colby 

Duncan Wjnberg & Ripley 

Ella Veleba & Bubbles (Repeat) 

Felicity Yates & Halle 

Fiona Scherl & Emily  

Glennyss/Jack Leyne & Bella 

Heidi Schiller & Lilly 

Jacob/Simone Cannon & Oakley 

Jan Harris & Kelly 

Jane Roberts (Repeat) & Ziggy 

Jane Young & Frank 

John Lawrance & Jasper 

Justine Hrstic & Albie 

Karen Ford & Jet 

Kate Cox & Evie 

Kate Morris & Leo 

Katie Kruger & Odin 

Keir Malpas & Addie 

Larry Greetham & Tucker 

Laura Fleitas & Cooper 

Lesley Thompson & Sunni 

Lilani Goonesena & Star 

Linda White & Effie 

Lucy Cretni & Ruger 

Lynda Lawson & Porsha 

Maeve Langford & Rusty 

Margaret Noakes & Bella 

Melissa Birch & Coco 

Michael McFadden & Bonnie 

Michelle Paunovic & Maddie 

Michelle/Anthony Brazier & Grace 

Natasha Davies & Dixon 

Olivia Cameron & Buster 

Patrick/Dianne Holland & Hazel 

Paul Scherl & Nina  

Peter/Helen Rankin & Monty 

Rhiana Kelaart & Zander 

Rhiannon Paddick  & Billy 

Ros Huxley & Sasha 

Samantha O'Ryan & Dougal  

Scott Bradfield & Moose 

Scott James & Aoife  

Scott Ryan & Poppy 

Sharon Sugirtha & Joey 

Sophie Harper & Olive 

Stephanie Robinson & Cooper 

Stephanie Windsor & Hastings 

Tegan Packer & Tuck 

Vanessa March & Erin  

Veronika Swan & Cooper 

 

Term 3 

Adrian Jones & Chester 

Alex Ryan & Eddie 

Alexandra Meyer & Caesar 

Alicia/Alan Martin & Essie 

Andrea Thom & Cleo 

Andrew Buckland & Chewbacca 

Angie Janssen & R.V.  

Annette Martin & Libby 

Beck Fordyce & Lacey 

Belinda Chapman & Betty Le Boof 

Brett/Kerrie/Sharelle Jarius & Harley 

Bruce (Ronald) Johnson & Riley  

Cassie Neverauskas & Remington 

Chris Wilson & Holly 

Christian Jansen & Max 

Dana Simonsen & Orion 

Denise Caldwell & Gracie 

Emma Holliday & Hannah 

Emma Speldewinde & Dulcie 

Enmo Genero & Teddy 

Geoff Bunnett & Autumn 

George/Alison Cassimatis & Dimitri 

Glenn Condie & Lorelei 

Grace Mitchell & Eddie 

Hannah Crawford & D'Arcy 

Jen Eddy & Zoe 

Jennie/David Holbrook & Amber 

Jennifer Marshall & Misty 

Jessica /Tracey Dickie/Noble & Nimbus 

Jessica McGrath & Maggie 

Joanna De Souza & Cody 

Jo-Anne Benson & Chester 

Johanna Kohlhagen & Lacey 

John Barratt & Terry 

John Wayte & Tully 

Joyce Lopez & Elijah 

Julia Dunstan & Spuddy 

Karin Batschi & Bruno 

Kathryn Glanville & Barley 

Kathy Parrott & Sasha 

Kim De Poorter & Buffy 

Kim Heaney & Frankie 

Kirsten Peterson & Buddy 

Kristie Ryan & Drew 

Lara Mustaine & Bella 

Lauren Hocking & Kai 

Liz Thomas & Etta 

Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so 

that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue. 

Results  are based on available documentation. 



Terms Two & Three results … continued
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Maria Rhodes & Ebony 

Mark Robinson & Molly 

Mary/Mike Biboudis & Roxy 

Mimmi Freebody & Teddy 

Morna/Justin Bassi & Sierra 

Nicole Havranek & Lux 

Raynah/Jordan Preuss & Merlin 

Rebecca Duncan & Summer 

Rebecca Whalan & Bessel 

Roger Pratt & Pepi 

Sarah/Joel Morrison & Ellie 

Shannen Franz & Zorro 

Stella Gietzel & Bella 

Stephen Woolridge & Lulu 

Steven/Nicole Wicks & Banjo 

Sue Aji & Humphrey 

Tamara Wheatley & Hudson 

Tara/Justin Gutman/Whyatt & Poppy 

Tara/William Coon & Willow 

Tomas Joseph & Charlie 

Tonia Pearson & Cookie 

Trish Foster & Hastings 

 

CONSOLIDATION TO GRADUATION 

Term 2 

Alicia Millington & Louie 

Amanda Johansson & Lockigt 

Benjamin Hayes & Barney 

Cathy Baljak & Mala 

Cathy Vaughan & Gucci 

Charles Tran & Pinschy 

Chris/Kathryn Fuller & Charlie 

Debbie Zipf & Archie 

Emma Smith & Rocco 

Heather Gellatly & Teddy 

Heather Yuill & Sonny 

Jaina Verma & Kiara 

Jennie/David Holbrook & Ebony 

Jenny Wong-Leung & Freddie 

Jessica/Julia Divall & Dug 

Jill Campain & Lottie 

Jill/David Brightling & Oats 

Jo McAlister  & Jester  

Jodie McGurgan & Samson 

John/Irene Darby & Lek 

Jonathan Lyall & Milo 

Julie Fraser & Ivy 

Karina Crocker/Nick Mammides & Shelby 

Kate O'Loughlin & Ziva 

Kayla Prior & Pip 

Kristal Burry & Franklin 

Kristina Pye & Baxter 

Linden Brunckhorst & Ralph 

Lindsay Musto & Mamie 

Lucy McPherson & Stark 

Luke Woodgate & Harrison 

Michelle/Sierra Warnock & Matilda 

Monica/Pieter Arnold & Bob 

Nadia Razzaq-Isaacson & Rosie 

Natasha Sands & Nebula 

Penny Pardoe-Matthews & Polly 

Rebecca Townsend/Luke Grogan & Kevin 

Robyn Petch & Ruby Rose 

Sally Troy & Rousseau 

Sarah Neilson & Pennyflower Wilbur 

Sharyn Madigan & Coby 

Sina Grasmann & Wind 

Tessa Erskine & Benji 

Trevor Bruhn & Bertie 

Vanessa Laddrak & Donny 

Wendy Lones & Ferris  

Wendy Lorenz & Ishka 

Zoe Becvarik & Crush 

 

Term 3 

Adam Selwyn & Daphne 

Alison Briggs & Elliott 

Alison Price & Paddy 

Anne Waithman & Bridie 

Bernadette Rayner  & Lola 

Chantal Grellman & Grizzly 

Chris Cretni & Ruger 

Clare Wulf & Einstein 

David Spencer & Harley 

Donna Spencer & Colby 

Duncan Wjnberg & Ripley 

Felicity Yates & Halle 

Glennys/Jack Leyne & Bella 

Heidi Schiller & Lilly 

Jacob/Simone Cannon & Oakley 

Jan Harris & Kelly 

Jane Young & Frank 

Justine Hrstic & Albie 

Karen Ford & Jet 

Kate Cox & Evie 

Larry Greetham & Tucker 

Laura Fleitas & Cooper 

Lesley Thompson & Sunni 

Lilani Goonesena & Star 

Lynda Lawson & Porsha 

Lyndon/Anthea Torres  & Winnie 

Mark Daly & Millie 

Michael McFadden & Bonnie 

Natasha Adhams & Monty 

Natasha Davies & Dixon 

Paul/Fiona Scherl & Nina  

Rhiannon Paddick & Angel 

Scott Ryan & Poppy 

Stephanie Windsor & Hastings 

Sue/Phil Birch-Marston & Eddie 

Trudy Anderson & Ava 

Vanessa March & Erin  

Vicky Hobson  & Charlie 

 

GRADUATION TO COMPANION 

Term 2 

Alexandra Kirk & Boris 

Bella/Fiona Mitchell & Xena 



Terms Two & Three results … continued
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Catherine Rowe & Wilbur 

Christina Gee/Scott Powers & Maggie 

Debbie Ross & Bentley 

Elizabeth Ring & Apollo 

Fran Johnson & Skadi 

Heather Kenner & Ginger 

Heather Mortlock & Milo 

James McLeod & Shadow 

James Teale & Murray 

Janet Ramsay & Eddie 

Jenelle Kenner & Reggie 

Jenny Zagar & Bindi 

Karen Ciszek & Rafiki 

Karen McCarthy & Wyn 

Leon/Claire Weekes & Echo 

Lily Straffon & Cody 

Maureen Willems & Daisy 

Melissa Berg & Bailey 

Melissa/Evie Turner & Patch 

Mila Mitra & Locky 

Nathalie Pjerner/Luke Stolfo & Luigi 

Sarah White & Bella 

Sophie Dunstone & Elke 

Stephanie Vassalakis & Loki 

Stephen Mills/Helen O'Neil & Sunny 

Tania Haslam & Indi 

 

Term 3 

Adele Tyson & Robbie 

Alicia Millington & Louie 

Amber Piper & Sadie  

Anna Gill & Wasi 

Charles Tran & Pinschy 

Christina Refshauge & Bentley 

Debbie Zipf & Archie 

Deborah Denehy & Tulip 

Jaina Verma & Kiara 

Jo McAlister & Jester  

John/Irene Darby & Lek 

Julie Fraser & Ivy 

Kristina Pye & Baxter 

Leesa Hazell & Bont 

Linden Brunckhorst & Ralph 

Lucy McPherson & Stark 

Maxine Robinson & Juno 

Michelle/Sierra Warnock & Matilda 

Monica/Pieter Arnold & Bob 

Rebecca Townsend/Luke Grogan & Kevin 

Rhonda Cameron & Boston 

Sally Troy & Rousseau 

Sarah Neilson & Pennyflower Wilbur 

Sharyn Madigan & Coby 

Tessa Erskine & Benji 

Trevor Bruhn & Bertie 

Vanessa Laddrak & Donny 

Wendy Lones & Ferris  

 

COMPANION I TO COMPANION II 

Term 2 

Ailsa McManus & Melody 

Beck Fordyce  & Lochie 

Chris Stricker & Misha 

Douglas Eremas & Carmen 

Elizabeth Ormerod  & Sheba 

Janet Freeman & Charlie 

Jason Cheney & Jack 

Marie-Louise Ayres & Luna 

Natalie Hughes & Ruby 

Sharon Haines & Amber 

 

Term 3 

Alexandra Kirk & Boris 

Catherine Rowe & Wilbur 

Chris Klootwijk & Strummer/MC Mauk 

Ellie Croft & Archie 

James McLeod & Shadow 

Kiriley Johnston & Herbie 

Michelle Henry & Bertie 

Mila Mitra & Locky 

Susan Kennedy & Baxter 

+ = 



News from the Paws Shop 

By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager 

OPENING TIMES 

Wednesday   9.45am - 12.15pm 

Thursday         6.30 - 9.15pm 

Sunday            9:15am - 12 noon 
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    Pupcake Bakery’s Ocean Fish (100 grams, $9.00) 

Cut them into small pieces and use them as a special training 

reward when your dog is learning a new behaviour 

Cows Ears  

Crunchy, chewy treats 

$2.30 each or 10 for $20.00 

Food puzzles for enrichment 

Kong Gyro $24.50 

Kong Wobbler from $30.00 

Kong Quest Bone from $22.50 

Classic Kongs from $10.00 

See the full list of  

shop stock on page 56 

NEW 

    Puppington Pods ($12.50-$14.00) 

Hide treats inside and secure the velcro flaps.  

Use them as a retrieve toy or hide-n-seek toy. A great training 

aid for Consolidation classes and dog sports. 

Puppington Pods 

Now with bungee handles!  

 

NEW 

NEW 
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Is Your Membership Due ? 

Contact Us 

Phone 02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604 

Web www.actcdc.org.au 

Office Narrabundah Lane, Symonston  ACT 

• Tuesday-Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 

• Thursday    6:30pm-9:15pm 

• Sunday              9:00am-12:00pm 
 

Office Manager: Marika Mueller  

          CLOSED MONDAY 

Email     contact@actcdc.org.au 

 

We welcome your feedback. 
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Did you join in Term 3 or 4 last year?  

If so, your membership is due for renewal. 

You can renew online – how easy is that ! 
 

Go to the Club’s website at http://www.actcdc.org.au 

1. Download the Membership Renewal form at 

 http://www.actcdc.org.au/join-the-Club.html  

2. Complete the form and send it back to the Club via e-mail 

3. Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities 

 Bank BSB: 032 729 

 Account: 235628 

 Reference: Your surname and phone number 

 

Make sure your reference will easily identify your payment  

and don’t forget to keep your receipt. 

You don’t even have to leave your house ! 

 

            EFTPOS and PayWave facilities are available 

              Renew your membership at the Club Office 

    No minimum transaction (sorry, no cash out) 

Fees (from 1 October 2019) 

Joining Fee (household) $ 86.00 

Annual Subscription  (household) $129.00 

Training Fees (per Dog/per Year) 
• Behaviour Training 

• Obedience Trialling & Rally-O 

• Agility 

• Flyball 

• Dances with Dogs 

• K9 Disc  

• Tracking 

 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$ 0.00 

Additional Dog Fee $ 64.50 

Instructors’ Fee $ 30.00 

  $5.00—$50.00 

Casual Visitors Fee 

• Conditions apply 

• Contact the Club Office 

http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/join-the-club.html


 Club Activities 

BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING 

 
The Club offers four levels of behaviour training 

classes for all breeds and ages of dogs to learn 

how to behave appropriately at home and in 

the community. These classes will help you 

understand how your dog learns and will teach 

you how to train your dog to be a good 

companion. The focus is on teaching practical 

life skills such as learning to relax, walking on 

lead without pulling; to come when called; to 

sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at 

doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and 

to socialize appropriately with dogs and 

people. You will need to ring up to book your 

dog in (see Office contact details on page 41). 

You should do this several weeks in advance of 

your desired entry date to ensure that you will 

get a place. Dates for the next course can be 

found in the Calendar (see page 61). 

 

DOGS-AS-THERAPY 

 
Members and their dogs visit nursing homes 

and schools to provide pet therapy for residents 

and students. If you have a dog that is people 

and dog friendly and isn’t fazed by noise and 

movement this activity might be for you. 

 

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB 

 

Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials 

(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high 

degree of handler-dog team work and 

precision over a range of exercises at different 

levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork, 

retrieving, scent work, taking directions a 

distance and stays. In most cases, dogs must 

have passed the Graduation level of basic 

training (Level 3) to be admitted to the entry-

level trialling class. 

 

Rally Obedience –  Rally-O is an obedience 

competition that requires the handler and dog 

team to negotiate a course in the heel position 

and to perform various manoeuvres such as sits, 

downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers 

are able to praise their dog while it is working. In 

most cases, dogs must have passed the 

Graduation level of basic training (Level 3) to 

participate in Rally-O classes. 

 

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach 

your dog to negotiate different obstacles such 

as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog 

walks and weave poles.  Once you have 

gained some basic skills, the challenge is to 

learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one 

obstacle to another on a course, and the 

courses change each time so that you and 

your dog are constantly being challenged to 

improve your skills. To start training dogs must 

be at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; physically sound and not overweight; 

and under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities (however no minimum basic 

training level is required). 

 

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles, 

release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their 

handler over the hurdles.  It is a fast and furious 

team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy.  

Dogs must be at least 12 months old to ensure 

the dog’s skeletal and musculature system is 

strong enough; physically sound and not 

overweight; and under control off-lead around 

other dogs and activities (however no minimum 

basic training level is required). 

 

Dances with Dogs (DWD) – In this sport 

handlers take obedience skills to a new level by 

performing routines to music with their dogs. All 

you need to get involved is a love of music, the 

desire to have a great time with your dog and 

a commitment to rewards-based training. DWD 

is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of 

all breeds, sizes and ages.  In 2020 a new 

sport—Trick Dogs—will be offered as part of the 

DWD program. See page 24 for more 

information. 

 

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports 

involves the dog following a scent trail left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted 

during the cooler months due to the risk of 

snakes. The Club provides an information 

session in autumn and organizes ‘peer-support’ 

training to help members get started. 

 
For more information refer to the relevant contacts  

or leave your name at the Club Office (page 59) 
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COMMITTEES 2019-20 

President 

Senior Vice-President 

 

Junior Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

 Vacant  I  Work Health and Safety 

Anne Robertson | Magazine Editor | Behaviour Training Liaison | Dances with Dogs 

Liaison  

Heather McPherson I  Security I  ActSmart Recycling I  Annual Awards 

Sharon Haines 

Carmen Kong  

Main Committee 

Members 

 Rhonda Cameron | Marketing & Promotion  I  Flyball Liaison  

Jeanette Johnson | Obedience Trialling & Rally Obedience Liaison 

Hilarie Kemp I  Grounds | Tracking & Nosework Liaison 

Vanessa March | Social Media | Website | Public Officer  

Katrina Morton | Shop | Housekeeping  I Maintenance 

Lesley Pothan | Dogs-as-Therapy 

Linda Spinaze I Agility  Liaison 

Vacant (x1) 

Behaviour Training  Convenor  Anne Robertson  Members  Kerry Deans I  Sophie Dunstone  

Kath Hallam| Hilarie Kemp | Jess McNamara–Rice| Penny Pardoe-Matthews 

Lesley Pothan | Jackie Trotter I Julie Whitmore 

Obedience Trialling & 

Rally Obedience 

 Convenor Jeanette Johnson  Members  Judith Barlow | Carmen Kong 

Laraine Frawley | Wendy Hathaway | Cath Perry |  Lara Sedgmen  

Geoff Woodman | Patricia Woodman  

Flyball Training &  

Competition 

 Convenor Jerry Lee Members  Rhonda Cameron | Pauline Dikmans  

Mick Fordyce I Vanessa March I  Cathy Vaughan 

Agility Training & 

Trialling 

 Convenor  Linda Spinaze  Members  Amanda Delaney  I Nikki Fallon  

Cheyne Fischer I Naarilla Hirsch  I  Karen Hobson I Denise Iglesias | Dana Simonsen 

Kylie White 

Dances with Dogs & 

Trick Dogs 

 Convenor  Raelene Stewart  Members  Jill Bradfield  I  Holly Rieger  I Natasha Sands 

Dianne Walton-Sonda 

Tracking  Jake Blight 

Instructors’ Library  Karen Haines  

PAWS Shop  Jared Sneyers I Jess Charman 

Secom Security   1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535  
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About Our Club 

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), 

established in 1958 as the first dog training Club 

in the ACT, has an average membership of 

around 800 each year. It is a non-profit 

organisation relying mostly on volunteers to run 

activities with some occasional grant 

assistance. About 80 instructors volunteer their 

time to conduct behaviour and dog sport 

classes in Obedience, Flyball, Agility, Dances 

With Dogs, Rally-O and Tracking from February 

to November each year.  The Club also has an 

active Dogs-As-Therapy group that visits nursing 

homes with their dogs  for the enjoyment of the 

residents. 

While much of the work in maintaining and 

running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer 

basis we do have some paid help.  We have a 

paid office manager and junior shop assistant 

and the mowing of the grounds is undertaken 

by a contractor. The Club caters for disabled 

access with paved paths, designated parking 

spaces and toilet facilities. 

The aims and objectives of the Club are to: 

• promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs; 

• teach members to train their dogs, of 

whatever breed, in dog obedience and other 

related canine skills, using motivational 

training methods; 

• promote participation and training in a range 

of dog sports; 

• promote and participate in dog training and 

other activities associated with dog training; 

• support the rights of dog owners, provided 

that such ownership is conducted in a 

responsible manner; 

• actively promote community interaction with 

dogs; 

• provide facilities necessary or convenient for 

its activities; 

• promote positive relationships between 

owners and dogs; and 

• enhance the development of social skills of 

dogs. 

 

Have a comment or idea you’d 

like to share? 

Email  

contact@actcdc.org.au  

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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      Class Times  

 BEHAVIOUR TRAINING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Level 1 -  Foundation 

(Puppy) 
10:00 - 11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 1 - Foundation (Adult) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 2 - Consolidation 10:00 - 11.00am 8.00 - 9.00pm 10:45 - 11.45am Assessed in class 

Level 3 - Graduation 11.15am - 12.15pm 8.00 - 9.00pm 10:45 - 11.45am Assessed in class 

Level 4 - Companion 11.15am -12.15pm 6.45 - 7.45pm 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Companion Plus 10:00 - 11.00am - - Assessed in class 

Drill /Demo Team (starters) - - 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Drill /Demo Team (ongoing) - - 10:45 - 11.45am Assessed in class 

OBEDIENCE TRIALLING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Obedience Skills 10.00 -11.00am 8.00 - 9.00pm - Assessed in class 

Obedience Trialling  11:15am -12.15pm 8.00 - 9.00pm - N/A 

RALLY OBEDIENCE Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

All levels 10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - N/A 

AGILITY Monday Tuesday Wednesday Assessment 

Level One - - 6.00 - 7.15pm Assessed in class 

Level Two  - - 7.15 - 8.30pm Assessed in class 

Level Three 6.45 - 8.15pm - - Assessed in class 

Level Four  - - 6.45 - 8.15pm Assessed in class 

Novice 6.45 - 8.15pm - - Trial performance 

Excellent/Masters - 6.45 - 8.15pm - Trial performance 

Agility classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5). Class times/days may vary from term to term 

 

FLYBALL Wednesday Sunday   

Beginners - 12.15 - 1.15 pm  Assessed in class 

Intermediate - 1.15 - 2.00 pm  Assessed in class 

Advanced - 2.00 - 3.00 pm  Assessed in class 

Squad training  

(on demand) 
6.45-7.45pm -  N/A 

Flyball classes are usually held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks 

DANCES WITH DOGS Wednesday    

Starters 7.00 - 7.45pm   Assessed in class 

Intermediate/Advanced 7.45 - 8.30pm   Assessed in class 

Watch this space for details of class times for TRICK DOGS — coming in 2020 

DWD classes are usually held in the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground and occasionally at CDC. 

Check with instructor for dates and locations. 



     Calendar of Events 2019-20 
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DECEMBER Tues 3 CDC Ribbon Gamblers Trial (evening) 

 Wed 4 CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training  classes end  

 Thurs 5 CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training  classes end  

 Sun 8 CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training classes end  

CHRISTMAS PARTY and ANNUAL  AWARDS (5.00pm) 

 Fri 20 ACT School holidays start 

JANUARY Tues 7 Office re-opens 

  Fri 10 Club grounds closed for spraying 

  Sat 11 Club grounds closed for clean-up 

  Sat 18 CDC  Double Rally-O trial (evening) 

  Sun 26 Australia Day  

  Mon 27 Australia Day Public Holiday  

  Tues 28 Committee meeting – Clubhouse 

  Wed 29 Agility intake assessment (session 1) 

FEBRUARY Mon 3 ACT School Term 1 starts / TRAINING RECOMMENCES / Session 1 agility 

commences 

  Wed 5 CDC Term 1 Behaviour Training classes start  

  Thu 6 CDC Term 1 Behaviour Training classes start 

  Sat 8 Bega Valley Kennel & Obedience Club Obedience Trial, Bermagui * 

  Sun 9 CDC Term 1 Behaviour Training classes start / Bega Valley Kennel & 

Obedience Club Obedience Trial, Bermagui * 

  Mon 10 Bega Valley Kennel & Obedience Club Obedience Trial, Bermagui * 

  Wed 12 Tuggeranong Dog Training Club Ribbon Agility Trial * / Bega Valley Kennel & 

Obedience Club Rally-O Trial, Bermagui * / Sapphire Coast Kennel & 

Obedience Club Rally-O Trial, Bermagui * 

  Fri 14 Sapphire Coast Kennel & Obedience Club Obedience Trial, Bermagui * 

  Sat 15 Sapphire Coast Kennel & Obedience Club Obedience Trial, Bermagui * 

  Sun 16 Sapphire Coast Kennel & Obedience Club Obedience Trial, Bermagui * 

  Tues 25 Committee meeting – Clubhouse 

  Fri 28 Royal Canberra Show at EPIC * 

  Sat 29 Royal Canberra Show at EPIC * / CDC Agility and Jumping Trial (evening) / 

Canberra Royal Show Flyball Race Meet * 

MARCH Sun 1 Royal Canberra Show at EPIC * / Canberra Royal Show Flyball Race Meet * 

 Sat 7 CDC Double Rally-O trial (afternoon)  

  Sun 8 Classes held 

  Mon 9 Canberra Day Public Holiday 

  Tues 10 CDC Ribbon Jumping Trial (evening)  

  Sat 14 CDC Obedience Trial (evening) 

  Wed 25 Session 1 agility ends 

  Sat 21 Albury and Border Kennel Club Rally-O and Obedience Trial * 

  Sun 22 Albury and Border Kennel Club Rally-O and Obedience Trial * 

  Sat 28 Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Obedience Trial * 

  Tues 31 Committee meeting – Clubhouse 

APRIL Wed 1 CDC Term 1 Behaviour Training classes end (week 9) / Agility intake 

assessment (session 2) 

  Thurs 2 CDC Term 1 Behaviour Training classes end (week 9) 

  Sun 5 CDC Term 1 Behaviour Training classes end (week 9) / Daylight saving ends 

  * Not held on club grounds 



 

Off-lead exercise at our Club 
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 Read the gate signs. 

 Play safe - use common 

sense in the off-lead 

areas. 

Always ask and gain 

permission from 

everyone before going 

into an area that is 

already occupied. 

  Enter on lead and 

remove the lead while 

your dog is sitting. 

  Move well away from 

the gate to avoid 

crowding. 

  Keep moving to 

minimise tension and 

scuffles between dogs. 

  Stay alert and keep an 

eye on your dog. 

  Always reward your 

dog for coming to you. 

  Avoid using balls and 

other toys if you are 

sharing the area with 

other dogs. 

  Leave immediately if 

your dog becomes 

anxious, or is annoying 

or aggressive towards 

other dogs. 

  Limit your time to 15 

minutes if other 

members are waiting to 

use the same area. 

  Always clean up after 

your dog. 

 

NOTE: The Narrabundah 

and Flyball Paddocks 

are not available for  

off-lead use 30 minutes 

before or after training 

classes.  

Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas. 

Read the gate signs and the poster on the Club’s outside noticeboards. 

You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked. 


