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TOP OF THE LAKE HOLIDAY UNITS 
Pet-friendly self-contained 1 & 2 bedroom units 

 
If you let them in at home - so do we ! 

 
Five minutes drive to Pambula and Merimbula 

and their magnificent beaches 
 

Lake views and three acres to run and play 
and private enclosed courtyards 

 

Top of the Lake Holiday Units 
3013 Princes Highway, Millingandi 

Merimbula NSW 2549 
 

02 64956288 
 

www.topofthelake.com.au 
book@topofthelake.com.au  

http://www.topofthelake.com.au
mailto:book@topofthelake.com.au
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Cover picture  

CDCõs 2016 Agility Dog of the Year Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN ORA ADX ADO JDM JDO GDX 

SDX SPD (ôDublinõ) in action at a recent agility trial on the club grounds. 

(Photo: Denise Iglesias)  



COMMITTEES  2017 -18  

President  

Senior Vice -President  

Junior Vice -President  

Treasurer 

Secretary  

 Lesley Pothan | Dogs -as-Therapy | Work Health and Safety  

Anne Robertson | Magazine Editor | Training Liaison  

Heather McPherson I Security | Contract Management (including Grounds)  

Rowan McKeever  

Hilarie Kemp | Public Officer  

Main Committee 

Members  

 Rhonda Cameron | Flyball Liaison |Marketing and Promotion  

Jeanette Johnson | Obedience Trialling and Rally Obedience Liaison  

Rachel McKeever | Social Media | Website  

Katrina Morton | Shop | Housekeeping | Working Bees  

Jane Richardson | Dances with Dogs  

Linda Spinaze I Agility  Liaison  

 

Training   Convener  | Anne Robertson  | Members | Kath Hallam| Hilarie Kemp |  

Jess McNamara ðRice| Lesley Pothan  | Leanne Smith  

Obedience Trialling 

(including Rally -O) 

 Convener | Catherine Perry | Members | Judith Barlow | Carmen Kong |  

Laraine Frawley | Wendy Hathaway | Jeanette Johnson |  Belinda Mitchell |  

Lara Sedgmen | Geoff Woodman | Patricia Woodman  

Flyball Training &  

Competition  

 Convener | Vacant | Members | Justin Allen| Rhonda Cameron |  

Jess McNamara -Rice  | Damon Muller  

Agility Training &  

Trialling 

 Convener | Linda Spinaze | Members  | Amanda Delaney I Denise Iglesias  

Rachel McKeever I Therese Smith | Kylie White  

Dances with Dogs   Convener | Jane Richardson| Members | Janda Gooding | Raelene Stewart  

Tracking   Jake Blight  

Instructorsõ Library  Karen Haines  

PAWS Shop  Connor Bailey  

Secom Security   1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535  
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About Our Club  

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), 

established in 1958 as the first dog training club 

in the ACT, has an average membership of 

around 850 each year. It is a non -profit 

organisation relying mostly on volunteers to run 

activities with some occasional grant 

assistance. About 80 instructors volunteer their 

time to conduct behaviour and dog sport 

classes in Obedience, Flyball, Agility, DWD and 

Rally-O from February to November each year.  

The Club also has an active group that visit 

nursing homes with their dogs  for the 

enjoyment of the residents.  

While much of the work in maintaining and 

running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer 

basis we do have some paid help.  Marika 

Mueller manages the Office and the mowing of 

the grounds is undertaken by a contractor. The 

Club caters for disabled access with paved 

paths, designated parking spaces and toilet 

facilities.  

 

The aims and objectives of the Club are to:  

¶ promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs;  

¶ teach members to train their dogs, of 

whatever breed, in dog obedience and other 

related canine skills, using motivational 

training methods;  

¶ promote participation and training in a range 

of dog sports;  

¶ promote and participate in dog training and 

other activities associated with dog training;  

¶ support the rights of dog owners, provided 

that such ownership is conducted in a 

responsible manner;  

¶ actively promote community interaction with 

dogs;  

¶ provide facilities necessary or convenient for 

its activities;  

¶ promote positive relationships between 

owners and dogs; and  

¶ enhance the development of social skills of 

dogs.  

 

Have a comment or idea youõd 

like to share?  

Email  

contact@actcdc.org.au   

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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          Presidentôs Message  

By Lesley Pothan  

Dear members  

 

Finally spring is here with the promise of sunny days and warmer 

nights. Winter seems to have been particularly harsh this year (or 

am I just getting older?) and I congratulate and admire all those 

members and instructors who came out to the Club to attend or 

take a class on those very chilly mornings and evenings. Well 

done to you all!  

 

The Clubõs Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 21 

August and reports presented at the meeting are in this issue of 

the magazine. I would like to thank the outgoing Main 

Committee and sub -committees for all their hard work, time and 

effort that they have put into the Club in the past year. The Club 

continues and grows because of your efforts.  

 

For this coming year the composition of the Main Committee 

and sub -committees remains relatively the same as last year.  

Thank you to all those who have agreed to stay on or come on 

to a committee to support the Clubõs management. 

 

Looking back over the year much has been achieved and I am 

looking forward to continuing to work with you this year to 

support and cultivate the new Behaviour Training syllabus and  

   all the dog sports offered at the Club.  

 

   CDC members are very fortunate. We have a fantastic Club set 

on lovely grounds, a range of activities that can be undertaken, and dedicated volunteer 

instructors willing to share their knowledge and expertise with you.  

 

I look forward to the year ahead and meeting as many of you as possible.  

 

 Happy training!  

 TERM BREAK 
 

Term 3 classes end on Thursday 21 September  

Term 4 classes start on Wednesday 11 October,  

Thursday 12 October and Sunday 15 October  

 
NOTE: If you are currently in the Foundation, Consolidation and 

Graduation classes you MUST let your instructor know if you intend to 

continue training in Term 4 so we can assign you to a class.  

 

Enjoy the school holidays!  
 

Above: Lesley and her  

Dogs-as-Therapy Shih Tzu 

                   õMollyõShih Tzu 



 From the Dog Kennel   

Editor ñ Anne Robertson  

Welcome to the spring issue of the Clubõs magazine: The Good 

Companion. The magazine now comes out quarterly ñcoinciding with 

each training term.  

 

What a bumper issue this is. Following the Clubõs Annual General Meeting 

late last month, we have all the reports of the Clubõs activitiesñand what 

a busy year the Club has had. There are always plenty of opportunities to 

get involved with the management of the Club ñyour Club ñso if you 

would like to contribute in some way please email the office with your 

name and contact details.  

 

It is always great to get contributions for the magazine and I would especially like to thank Leanne 

Smith and Jess McNamara -Rice (both member of the Training Sub -Committee), Jake Blight (our 

Tracking Co -ordinator) and Justin Allen (our Flyball Training Manager and K9 Disc enthusiast) for 

their special features in this issue. Weõve also got some great action photographs by Lara 

Sedgmen, Denise Iglesias and Cathy Vaughan.  

 

Articles, suggestions, photos and illustrations for the magazine are always welcome. Email to 

contact@actcdc.org.au  anytime. Did you know the magazine is available in full colour on the 

Clubõs website? It can be downloaded in all its glory at www.actcdc.org.au/the -good -

companion.html .  Use Adobe Acrobat PDF viewer for best results.  

 

And remember, issues going back to 2014 are still available on the Clubõs website.  

 

See you in class  ... 
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Thanks For Your Contribution  

The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Term Three (July -September 2017) : 

 

Behaviour Training:  Gillian Atkin, Bruce Chapman, Kerry Deans, Christina Erwin, Barbara Grundy, 

Kath Hallam, Lynn Harden, Linda Harper, , Hilarie Kemp,  Chris Lathbury,  Gabby Lukzsa, Mike 

Lynch, Rachel McKeever, Rowan McKeever,  Laura Naffa, Melinda Parrett, Lesley Pothan, Louise 

Raisin, Jane Richardson, Anne Robertson, Mike Slee, Linda Spinaze, Joyce Thompson, Jane 

Vickers, Juliet Ward, Claire Weekes, Trish Woodman  Reserves: Heather McPherson  

 

Flyball: Justin Allen, Rachael Eggins, Jess McNamara -Rice 

 

Agility:  Veronica Doerr, Wendy Hathaway, Pamela Hunt, Simone 

Pensko, Anne Robertson, Therese Smith, Linda Spinaze  

 

Rally-O: Cath Perry  

 

Obedience Trialling: Laraine Frawley, Charlie Giles  

 

DWD: Janda Gooding with assistance from Jane Richardson  

¢I!bY ¸h¦ 

ñ CDC Instructors ñ 

Serving the CDC canine community for almost 60 years!  

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-companion.html
http://www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-companion.html


 Whatôs Coming Up At Our Club ? 
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How should I prepare for classes during 

summer ?  

 

Your instructor will try to find some shade or 

cover to hold your class, and may cut the class 

short if the weather is very hot. Please ensure 

you and your dog remain hydrated in the 

warmer weather (bring a water bowl for your 

dog and a bottle of water for yourself). Bring a 

hat and sunscreen to protect yourself from the 

sun, and insect repellent if you train in the 

evenings. We may cancel classes if the 

weather is extreme ð please check the Clubõs 

public Facebook page for the latest advice.  

 

For safety reasons, thongs, scuffs or other 

unsecured footwear are not allowed in any 

training classes. Please wear enclosed shoes or 

sandals that can be securely fastened.  

 

What events are coming up at the Club?  

 

Dogs ACTõs State Agility Trial will be held on the 

club grounds on Saturday 23 September and 

Sunday 24 September (all day). A Rally -O trial 

will be held on Saturday 14 October and an 

Obedience Trial will be held on Saturday 

evening 11 November. All events are run under 

Australian National Kennel Council rules and 

enable members to compete for nationally 

recognised titles for their dogs (the equivalent 

of university degrees!).  

 

Members are welcome to come and 

watch these events ñbut please leave 

your dog at home as access to off -lead 

exercise areas may be limited on these 

occasions.  

 

Oh, and our Christmas Party and Annual 

Awards will be held on Sunday 10 

December so put the date in your diary 

now so you donõt miss out! 

 

When can I use the club grounds ?  

 

Financial members and their dogs may 

use the grounds at any time for training 

and exercise purposes. Please show 

courtesy to other Club members who may 

also be on the grounds, ensure that your 

dog does not pose a nuisance to others, 

observe Club etiquette for using the off -

leash areas (see page 56) and always  

clean up after your dog.  

Whatõs happened to Comp Day ? 

 

With the introduction of the Clubõs new 

behaviour training syllabus this year we are 

phasing out our current Comp Day assessment 

processes. Club members at Advanced, 

Transition and Companion levels will now be 

assessed in their regular class on Wednesday, 

Thursday and Sunday in the last week of term. 

The same ôComp Dayõ judging processes will 

be used and ribbons for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

places will be awarded to successful 

participants. We hope that this change will 

prove less stressful for you and your dog.  

 

Want to keep in touch with the latest activities 

at the Club ?  

  

Information is available from:  

¶ our public Facebook page - no need to 

be a registered use  -

www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogclub  

¶ our website - www.actcdc.org.au  

¶ notice boards (inside and outside the 

clubhouse)  

¶ your Instructors  

¶ the Session Manager on the grounds 

Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday during  

Training Classes 

¶ the Calendar on page 55  

http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.actcdc.org.au


Is Your Membership Due ?  

You can renew online ð how easy is that !  
 

Go to the Clubõs website at http://www.actcdc.org.au  

1. Download the Membership Renewal form at  

 http://www.actcdc.org.au/join -the -club.html   

2. Complete the form and send it back to the Club via e -mail  

3. Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities  

 Bank BSB: 032 729 

 Account:  235628 

 Reference:  Your surname and phone number  

 

Make sure your reference will easily identify your payment  

and donõt forget to keep your receipt. 

You donõt even have to leave your house ! 

 

            EFTPOS and PayWave facilities are available  

              Renew your membership at the Club Office  

    No minimum transaction (sorry, no cash out)  

Fees  

(from 1 October 2017)  

Joining Fee (household)  $ 80.00 

Annual Subscription  (household)  $120.00 

Training Fees (per Dog/per Year)  
¶ Behaviour Training  

¶ Obedience Trialling  

¶ Agility  

¶ Flyball  

¶ Dances with Dogs  

¶ Rally-O 

¶ Tracking  

 

$ 80.00 

$ 80.00 

$ 80.00 

$ 80.00 

$ 80.00 

$ 80.00 

$   0.00 

Additional Dog Fee  $ 60.00 

Instructorsõ Fee $ 30.00 

Casual Visitors Fee (day, week, 

month). Conditions apply ñ

contact the office  

 

$ 5/25/50  

Contact Us  

Phone  02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604  

Web  www.actcdc.org.au  

Office  Narrabundah Lane, Symonston  ACT  

¶ Tuesday -Friday 10:00am -2:00pm  

¶ Thursday    6:30pm -9:15pm  

¶ Sunday               9:00am -12:00pm  
 

Office Manager: Marika Mueller  

          CLOSED MONDAY 

Email     contact@actcdc.org.au  

 

We welcome your feedback.  
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Is your dogõs Attendance Card 

GREEN 

If so, your Membership is due  

for renewal by the end of  
 

SEPTEMBER 

Is your dogõs Attendance Card 

WHITE 

If so, your Membership is due  

for renewal by the end of  

NOVEMBER 

http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/join-the-club.html
http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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See pages 25 -27 for more information about this new sport  


