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             About Our Club  

   

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), 

established in 1958 as the first dog training club 

in the ACT, has an average membership of 

around 850 each year. It is a non-profit 

organisation relying mostly on volunteers to run 

activities with some occasional grant 

assistance. About 80 instructors volunteer their 

time to conduct behavioural and dog sport 

classes in Obedience, Flyball, Agility, DWD and 

Rally-O from February to November each year.  

The club also has an active group that visit 

nursing homes with their dogs  for the 

enjoyment of the residents. 

While much of the work in maintaining and 

running the club is undertaken on a volunteer 

basis we do have some paid help.  Marika 

Mueller and Liz Doherty co-manage the office 

and the mowing of the grounds is undertaken 

by a contractor. The club caters for disabled 

access with paved paths, designated parking 

spaces and toilet facilities. 

 The aims and objectives of the club are to: 

 promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs; 

 teach members to train their dogs, of 

whatever breed, in dog obedience and 

other related canine skills, using motivational 

training methods; 

 promote participation and training in a 

range of dog sports; 

 promote and participate in dog training and 

other activities associated with dog training; 

 support the rights of dog owners, provided 

that such ownership is conducted in a 

responsible manner; 

 actively promote community interaction with 

dogs; 

 provide facilities necessary or convenient for 

its activities; 

 promote positive relationships between 

owners and dogs; and 

 enhance the development of social skills of 

dogs. 

 

COMMITTEES  2015-16 

President 

Senior Vice-President 

Junior Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

 Renee Kyle | Website  

Anne Robertson | Magazine Editor | Obedience Training Convenor (Ag) 

Heather Carswell I Security  
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Main Committee 

Members 
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Therese Smith | Claire Weekes 
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Dances with Dogs  Convenor | Jane Richardson| Members | Janda Gooding | Raelene Stewart  
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PAWS Shop  Connor Bailey 

Secom Security   1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535  
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Is Your Membership Due ? 

You can renew online – how easy is that ! 
 

Go to the club’s website at http://www.actcdc.org.au 

1. Download the Membership Renewal form at 

 http://www.actcdc.org.au/new/joining.htm 

2. Complete the form and send it back to the club via e-mail 

3. Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities 

 Bank BSB: 032 729 

 Account: 235628 

 Reference: Your surname and phone number 

 

Make sure your reference will easily identify your payment  

and don’t forget to keep your receipt. 

You don’t even have to leave your house ! 

 

            EFTPOS and PayWave facilities are available 

              Renew your membership at the club office 

    No minimum transaction (sorry, no cash out) 

Fees 2015-16 

Joining Fee (per household) $ 50 

Annual Subscription   

(per household) 
$100 

Training Fees (per Dog/per Year) 
 Obedience 

 Agility 

 Flyball 

 Dances with Dogs 

 Rally-O 

 Tracking 

 

$ 75 

$ 75 

$ 75 

$ 75 

$ 75 

POA 

 

Instructors Fee 

plus optional contribution 

$ 30 

$ 50 

Casual Visitors Fee (day, week, 

month) - by application 
$ 5/25/50 

Contact Us 

Phone 02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604 

Web www.actcdc.org.au 

Office Narrabundah Lane, Symonston  ACT 

 Monday-Friday 10:00am-1:00pm 

 Thursday    7:00pm-9:00pm 

 Sunday              9:00am-12:00pm 
 

Office Managers: 

Marika Mueller & Liz Doherty 

Email     contact@actcdc.org.au 

 

We welcome your feedback. 
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Is your dog’s Attendance Card 

YELLOWYELLOW  

If so, your Membership is due 

for renewal by the end of  

JULYJULY  

Is your dog’s Attendance Card 

PINKPINK  

If so, your Membership is due 

for renewal by the end of 

APRILAPRIL  

http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/new/joining.htm
http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au


 From the Dog Kennel  

Editor — Anne Robertson  

Welcome to the May issue of the club’s bi-monthly magazine—the second 

for 2016. And it is all produced in-house! 

 

For those new to the club, the magazine aims to keep you informed about 

all the activities on offer at the club—and in the broader Canberra 

community—so that you don’t miss out on a thing! The club has a long 

history and the magazine also provides a record of people and dogs who 

have contributed to the club’s life. This issue we farewell Joan Hall, Janet 

Perkins, Flori and Duffy and remember Jill Cottee and Polly. 

 

Several club members are off to Adelaide to represent the ACT at the Agility Nationals—an event 

held every two years to enable enthusiasts from all States and Territories (and New Zealand) to 

enjoy five days of non-stop competition.  We’ll have all the results in the July issue. 

 

Thank you to everyone for contributing to this issue of the magazine - including our advertisers  

who provide pet photography, pet-friendly accommodation, language classes, security and 

blade sharpening services to members. Let them know where you saw their ads! 

 

Articles, suggestions, photos and illustrations for the magazine are always welcome. Email to 

contact@actcdc.org.au anytime. Did you know the magazine is available in full colour on the 

club’s website? It can be downloaded in all its glory at www.actcdc.org.au/new/tgc.htm.  Use 

Adobe Acrobat PDF viewer for best results. 

 

The next issue of the magazine will come out in July 2016. Until then, enjoy life with your dog. 
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 What’s Coming Up At Our Club ? 
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How should I prepare for classes during winter? 

 

It can be very cold on the club grounds during 

the winter months, especially if you train on 

Thursday nights (or other evenings for agility 

and flyball). It is a good idea to wear a beanie, 

scarf, several layers of clothes—including a 

windproof jacket—and shoes with thick soles. 

You may also like to put a coat on your dog, 

and to bring a towel for it to lie on during stay 

exercises if the grass is damp or dewy. We 

continue to train throughout the winter months 

frost, fog or rain—so come prepared! 

 

When is the next Comp Day being held ? 

 

Competition Day is held on the last Sunday of 

each obedience training course to assess 

whether a handler/dog team are ready to 

progress to the next level. The next Comp Day 

will be held on Sunday 29 May from 10.00am. 

Members in Kindi and Beginners A and B are 

assessed in class and do not participate in 

formal Comp Day judging. 

  

Are obedience training classes held on public 

holidays and long weekends ? 

 

Generally no. There will be no obedience 

training classes on Wednesday 8th, Thursday 

9th and Sunday 12th June due to the Queens 

Birthday weekend. Members participating in 

Agility, DWD, Rally-O and Flyball should check 

class arrangements with their instructor. Classes 

are usually held during school holidays.  

  

What dog sport trials are coming up ? Can I 

come and watch ? 

 

Agility trials will be held on the club grounds on 

the June long weekend—Saturday 11th and 

Sunday 12th June (all day). Rally-O and 

Obedience trials will be held on Saturday 18 

June. All events are run under Australian 

National Kennel Council rules and enable 

members to compete for nationally recognised 

titles for their dogs (the equivalent of university 

degrees!).  

 

Members are welcome to come and watch 

these events —but please leave your dog at 

home as access to off-lead exercise areas may 

be limited on these occasions. 

 

When can I use the club grounds ? 

 

Financial members and their dogs may use the 

grounds at any time for training and exercise 

purposes (subject to other scheduled events). 

Please show courtesy to other club members 

who may also be on the grounds, ensure that 

your dog does not pose a nuisance to others, 

observe club etiquette for using the off-leash 

areas (see page 50) and always clean up after 

your dog.  

 

Want to keep in touch with the latest activities 

at the Club ? 

 

Information is available from: 

 our public Facebook page - no need to 

be a registered use  -

www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogclub 

 our website - www.actcdc.org.au 

 notice boards (inside and outside the 

clubhouse) 

 your Instructors 

 the Session Manager on the grounds on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays 

during Obedience Training Classes 

 the Calendar on page 49 

 

There’s no excuse to not know what is  

going on! 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.actcdc.org.au
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 Sheep 
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The Class of 2016 

Each year the Obedience Training Sub-Committee conducts a training course  to enable club 

members to become instructors . All of the club’s instructors are volunteers —and all have started 

out training their own dogs and then deciding that they’d like to learn more and give back to the 

club by embarking on our Level One Obedience Instructors Course. This year we have seven 

trainee Obedience instructors and several trainee Agility instructors have also attended some 

theory sessions. Shown above  at back (left to right) are Barbara, Gwen, Claire, Melinda  

and Lucy (agility) and at front (left to right) Maree and Juliet.  

 

Participants are now embarking on the practical component of the course—getting first-hand 

experience by helping qualified instructors to take classes. Please say “hello” and “thankyou” to 

our trainees instructors when you see them on the grounds. 

 

We’d love to improve the gender equity—c’mon guys, think about nominating for the 2017 course! 

 

Photo: Anne Robertson 

+ = 
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   Feature Article 

By Georgia Morris, Canberra Dog Walks 

Yarralumla dreaming 
Dog friendly, family friendly and divine ... 

Looking for a new dog walk? Like to try somewhere 

a bit different with great scenery, off leash options, 

a nice café, that’s family-friendly as well? 

 

My latest favourite dog walk is through Weston Park, 

Yarralumla. Until recently, dogs were prohibited in 

Weston Park. Now they are allowed on leash 

throughout the park, with only a few  

well-sign-posted exceptions (the main swimming 

beach, powered barbecue sites, and playgrounds 

when children are using them). 

 

This beautiful walk has it all! It reminds me—as a long 

time Canberra resident—just why I love living here 

so much and why we Canberrans are so lucky. 

Read on for some highlights of this walk to get you 

motivated. 

 

The route follows a wide, fairly flat and well-

maintained path meandering around the outer 

edge of the Weston Park peninsula. There’s plenty 

of space to navigate a dog or two on leash, plus 

other human family members and even a pram. 

 

You’ll pass under beautiful mature native and exotic 

trees, and Lake Burley Griffin is nearly always in sight. 

There are lovely views across the water and beyond 

to the city and Black Mountain. 

 

Along the way, it’s highly likely you’ll come across 

one or more mobs of kangaroos grazing 

unconcerned in the grassy clearings. You can get 

quite close before they casually hop away. The 

kangaroos don’t seem to mind on leash dogs, but 

make sure your dog can’t slip its collar. 

 

Close to the path is an interesting and thought-

provoking sculpture commemorating the refugees 

who died on the SIEV X boat in 2001. 

 

If you have children with you, you may have to give 

in to their pleas to play on the many and varied 

playgrounds just off the path after the half-way 

point. The path also passes numerous inviting picnic 

tables, handy if you’d like a break, as well as several 

(clean) public toilets. 

 

Towards the end of the walk, you pass through the 

'English Garden', planted in the 1960s by the then 

assistant manager of the Government nursery. It 

features many azaleas and rhododendrons so it’s a 

must see in late winter/early summer. Adjacent to 
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the garden is a dog-friendly café, the Oaks Brasserie, which has several inviting outdoor tables 

nestled under the trees. 

 

It takes around an hour to complete the walk, including some dawdling time, but it could take 

longer if distracted with children (’cos of those playgrounds!). On a week day out of school 

holidays you will have the park nearly to yourself (perhaps apart from the roos). 

 

I always start and end my walk at the Yarralumla Dog Park, where there is easy parking and you 

can give your dog the opportunity to play off leash and socialise with other dogs. If dog parks are 

a bit too intense but you’d still like to give your dog an off leash run, the safe and expansive (off 

leash) Forestry Oval is only five minutes walk up Banks Street and then right into Wilf Crane 

Crescent. 

 

There’s also an off-leash swimming area very close to the dog park if your dog would like to cool 

off after all that excitement. 

 

Free directions and a google map for this great walk are available at: 

www.canberradogwalks.com.au/pram-friendly-walk-yarralumla 

 

Ideas for many more dog friendly walks in beautiful areas of Canberra can be found at 

www.canberradogwalks.com.au 

 

All recommended walks feature:  

 access to off-leash areas for your dog to have a run and play 

 beautiful views, pretty parks and other interesting stuff for humans 

 at least one dog-friendly café 

 easy access to toilets and bins 

 

All information is free and inspired by a love of Canberra, dogs and walking. 

Yarralumla dreaming … continued 

http://www.batemansbayaccommodation.com.au/accommodation/1355 

http://www.canberradogwalks.com.au/pram-friendly-walk-yarralumla/
http://www.canberradogwalks.com.au
http://www.batemansbayaccommodation.com.au/accommodation/1355
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~ VALÉ ~ 

Janet Perkins 
 

Janet was a long-standing member and 

instructor at the Southern Highlands Kennel & 

Obedience Club and  frequently ventured to 

Canberra (and CDC) to participate in agility 

trials with her Labradors ‘Henry’ and ‘Angus’, 

Labradoodle ’Lucy’ and most recently  her 

daughter’s Golden Retriever ’Arthur’. 

 

Already missed.  

Joan Hall 
1942—2016 

 

“Bring me your stray ... 

  your lame … your dying …” 

 
Joan Hall qualified as an obedience instructor 

in 1996 and regularly taught Level One and 

Level Two classes. Her passing has left a big 

gap in our ranks—especially during our social 

Wednesday morning classes. 

 

Our thoughts are with Joan’s husband Rod, 

children Aled, Tig and Gareth and their 

families. 

 

10am - 4pm 

30 July 2016 

Exhibition Park in Canberra 

 

Come and say ‘hello’ to fellow CDC 

members at the club’s stand 

 

http://www.apoochaffair.com.au/ 

http://www.apoochaffair.com.au/
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Thanks For Your Contribution 

The Committee and club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time in 

Session Two (April-May 2016): 

 

Obedience:  Di Adams, Gill Atkin, Susan Barnard, Stuart Barr, Stuart Barrow, Janne Blunden, Desiree 

Campbell, Sharon Carver, Pen Cullen, Veronica Doerr, Rachael Eggins, Christina Erwin, Charlie 

Giles, Barb Grundy, Lynn Harden, Peter Hendriks, Hilarie Kemp, Amy Kinsmore, Renee Kyle, Mike 

Lynch, Rowan McKeever, Heather McPherson, Laura Naffa, Fay Peters, Lesley Pothan, Louise 

Raisin, Anne Robertson, June Rowe, Mike Slee, Joyce Thompson, Barb Toohey, Jane Vickers, 

Cathy Vaughan, Lizzie Waddell, Claire Weekes, Chris Woodgate, Geoff Woodman, Patricia 

Woodman 

 

Obedience Reserves: Tracey Bessell, Alison McCann, Rachel 

McKeever, Kaye Pemberton 

 

Flyball: Claire Weekes  

 

Agility: Di Adams, Judith Barlow, Laraine Frawley, Denise Iglesias, 

Linda Spinaze  

 

Rally-O: Laraine Frawley, Naarilla Hirsch 

 

DWD: Janda Gooding 

THANK YOU 

— CDC Instructors — 

Serving the CDC canine community for more than 55 years! 

 
  

  

  

  
  

  

  

Congratulations to Rowan McKeever (left) for completing the 

club’s course requirements to become a fully-fledged Level One 

Obedience Instructor - the seventh graduate  

from the Class of 2015. 

 

Did you know … all  of the club’s instructors are volunteers! 
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Getting started with tracking 
By Jake Blight 

Tracking is a sport where we train dogs to use 

their amazing scenting ability to follow the track 

left by a person as they walk through various 

terrain. Dogs are trained to follow just that 

person from a starting article (usually a sock) 

through to the end of the track where they will 

find a treat and a game waiting for them.  At 

first the tracks are only a few minutes old but 

fairly quickly training progresses to tracking trails 

that are half an hour to an hour or more old.   

 

Any dog can track and you can start training 

them at any age.  You don’t need to have 

reached a particular level in Obedience 

training but it helps to have a good 

understanding of what motivates your dog and 

to know how to use that motivation to reward 

behaviours.   

 

Tracking is a winter sport and the tracking 

season is now upon us.  It is best to do most 

tracking training on your own or with one or two 

other people—as you need to train several 

times a week at first.  Members interested in 

tracking can meet up at peer training times on 

Tuesdays and Saturdays to train and share 

ideas.  New members are always welcome (see 

below).  

 

To get started you don't need much gear, here 

is what you will need: 

 a non-restrictive harness for your dog (one 

with a Y shape at the front and a loop for 

the lead on the top) 

 a long lead (5 or 10 metres)  and gloves for 

you if your dog is strong (dogs always track 

on-lead) 

 some clothes pegs with bright ribbon 

attached 

 a few electric fence poles or other stakes 

that you can easily push into the ground 

(add bright ribbon and cut off any hooks) 

 your dog's favourite toys and highest value 

food treats (put yummy treats in well-sealed 

containers) 

 some old socks and an old T-shirt or two 

 ideally a couple of books on tracking  

 

There are three main methods for getting your 

dog started with the tracking game.  All share 

the same initial goal—teaching your dog that 

this game is a lot of fun and worth the effort 

and also that the quickest way to get to the 

reward is to follow the scent on the ground.  

Pick a method that you think will work best for 

you and your dog, then stick with that method 

for at least a couple of weeks to see if it is 

starting to work before changing methods 

(assuming you are training at least 4-5 times a 

week your dog should catch on pretty quickly 

with any method). 

 

For all methods use a 'starting flag' (an electric 

fence post or similar) and have your reward 

hidden at the end under a T-shirt or sock.  Make 

sure you know exactly where the track goes— 

use pegs and poles as required.   

 

For all methods put the harness and long lead 

on a few metres back from the starting flag just 

before you start the track.  It is the harness and 

long lead more than any particular verbal cue 

that your dog will associate with tracking—so 

only ever use this harness while the dog is 

tracking. Don’t use your ‘no-pull’ walking 

harness—dogs are allowed to pull in tracking 

and you want it to be very different to their 

usual walk.  

Juliet Ward’s Rhodesian Ridgeback ‘Freda’ has a go 

with handler Graham Elven at a workshop at 

Wamboin in 2014 



You can use tracking as a 'meal 

replacement'— so that your dog’s usual meal is 

divided between the training tracks (or 

replaced by better food).  You will also find that 

tracking tires your dog out surprisingly fast so 

you can use it as a replacement for their 

morning walk or most of the walk.   

 

It takes a while to get used to handling a long 

lead—starting with a 5 metre one is easier than 

10 metres.  Focus on ensuring you have a 

steady pressure on the lead and no jerks.  Reel 

the lead back in when it is slack and let it run 

out faster when the dog is on track.   

 

If you think your dog is starting to just run to the 

last flag because the reward is always there 

then change where you put the last flag—put it 

a few metres before or after the reward.  

Alternatively use a marker such as a clothes-

peg in a tree that your dog is less likely to see.  

 

Food on the ground method 

 

If your dog is very young or is very food 

motivated this method may work well for you.  

It is also good for dogs that are over-excitable 

and tend to switch to 'manic' mode quickly.  

You can train effectively by yourself with this 

method and will usually end up with a dog that 

works a bit slower and methodically.  Select an 

area to train that has fairly short grass and 

minimal 'free treats' (ie roo poo).  Ovals work 

well.    

 

Tie your dog up, leave it in the car or get 

someone to hold it. The dog does not need to 

see what you are doing.  Using a lower value 

food treat (kibble or small pieces of dried 

sausage) lay a track about 10 metres long.  Lay 

the track by taking fairly small steps and 

dropping a treat and stepping on it each step.  

At the end of the track put a high value food 

treat (eg chicken wing) under or in a sock (and 

in a container if your dog is likely to swallow the 

sock and wing whole).   Take a few steps further 

forward then some big steps to the side and lay 

another track exactly the same, then another 

(three in total—leaving a high value reward at 

the end of each).  Walk in a big loop back to 

you dog (so you don't contaminate the track). 

 

Put the harness on your dog a few metres back 

from the first flag then lead the dog up and try 

to get it interested in eating the first treat.  The 

second treat should be close enough that the 

dog will find it as well and work along the track 

'hoovering' the treats until it comes to the end.  

At the end give your dog the chicken wing, 

take off the harness and have a good game 

with a favourite toy.  Then move over to the 

next track and repeat.  Repeat again.  After a 

few days of this most dogs will be excited as 

soon as they see the tracking harness and will 

Getting started with tracking … continued 
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start skipping some or most of the kibbles to get 

to the better treat at the end.  At that stage 

you can start making the tracks longer and 

spacing the kibble further apart and letting 

them age a few minutes more each few days.  

Always have a high value treat and a game at 

the end of each track.   

 

Reward at the end method 

 

This method works well for dogs that are highly 

motivated by food and/or toys.  You can train 

effectively by yourself with this method.  Select 

an area that has reasonable grass cover 

(ideally about up to your dog's knee or a bit 

more).  Horse paddocks, the Arboretum and 

other public land can work well (make sure 

your dog is always on a lead).  Ideally work so 

that any wind is blowing on your back as you 

lay the tracks.    

 

Tie your dog up or leave it in the car or a crate 

in a position that it can see what you are doing 

(or get someone to hold your dog).  Show the 

dog the food/ toys you are taking—play with 

them yourself and get the dog really excited 

and interested.  Walk away about 5-10 metres 

then put in a flag.  Lay a track that is about 30 

metres long using flags or pegs to mark your 

line (a bit longer if you have a big dog like a 

GSP).  Every now and then call back to your 

dog and wave the toy/food to remind them 

you have it.  At the end of the track put the 

toy/food under a T-shirt.  Take a few steps 

further forward then loop back to your dog 

(making sure you don't go too close to the 

track).  Quickly get your dog out, put the 

harness and lead on and let them rush off 

towards where they saw the food/toy dropped.  

Don't worry if they bound around a bit looking 

before putting their nose down.  If your dog is 

on the track with their head down walk briskly 

after them, if they are drifting to the side keep 

moving but get slower and slower, then speed 

up again when they are on the track.  When 

your dog gets to the end make a huge fuss, let 

them eat the food, take the harness off and 

have a big game with the toy.  Repeat the 

same thing twice more.  After a few days your 

dog should be excited when they see the 

tracking gear coming out and they should be 

using their nose for more and more of the track.  

At this stage you can start making the tracks 

longer and a bit older.  Once you are pretty 

sure your dog has the idea of the game do one 

track as usual then put your dog in the car 

where he can't see you setting out the track 

then get it out and put the harness on in the 

usual place and head towards the start flag.  If 

the dog starts sniffing and takes you to the end 

you can now start doing 'out of sight' tracks all 

the time.  Gradually make the tracks longer 

and older—occasionally doing an easier one 

just for fun.   

 

Person at the end method 

 

This method is good for dogs that are not so 

motivated by food or games but you will need 

a training partner.  Try to work so the wind is 

blowing on the back of the track layer as they 

set out the tracks.  Find an area to train that has 

multiple places big enough for a person to hide 

—trees, shrubs or long grass.   

 

Follow the same steps as the 'reward at the 

end' method except that in addition to food 

and a toy at the end have a person that the 

dog likes hiding at the end.  If necessary the 

owner can hide at the end while someone else 

handles the dog at first.    

 

Hopefully within a couple of weeks your dog 

will be enjoying the game so much that they 

will be happy to find just the food and toys at 

the end—but still occasionally have a person 

there to keep their enthusiasm up.    

 

Want to try tracking? 

 

1. Get started using one of the methods 

described here 

2. Come along to some peer training 

sessions. These are on from 2-4pm each 

Tuesday and Saturday through the 

tracking season.  We usually meet in the 

car park at Rose Cottage Horse 

Paddocks on Long Gully Road, changes 

are advised on the email list.  These 

sessions are not classes but are an 

opportunity to meet others who are 

tracking and to share ideas.  You will also 

learn a lot from watching others track 

and asking others to watch you.  

3. Join the ACT Tracking email list (search 

for ACT Region Tracking Dogs on Google 

Groups or email 

contact@actcdc.org.au).  There is also a 

Canberra Tracking Facebook page you 

can join.   

Getting started with tracking … continued 
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Most new members join the club to socialise their puppy or rescue dog with other dogs and 

people, teach good manners and undertake basic training. Almost one in five new members also 

join to get help with common problem behaviours, especially typical puppy behaviour - 

mouthing, house training, jumping up, chewing, barking, separation anxiety, digging and other 

destructive behaviours. 

 

There are two excellent books — Before you get your puppy and After you get your puppy  —  

available for free download from the web that provide excellent training advice on these issues 

using positive motivational methods. Both books are written by Dr Ian Dunbar, DVM PhD, a 

renowned veterinarian, veterinary behaviourist, author and lecturer on canine behaviour. Dr 

Dunbar founded the Association of Pet Dog Trainers (USA) and is a tireless advocate for training, 

socialising and handling puppies before six months of age to prevent behavioural problems in 

later life. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These books can be downloaded free of charge from  

http://www.dogstardaily.com/free-downloads 

 

REMINDER - DISABLED PARKING 
Please note that the disabled spaces in the Instructors' car park are  

at all times for the exclusive use of people holding disabled  

parking permits.  

 

This includes instructors, members and visitors with disabled parking permits. 

Please ensure that you do not use these spaces without a permit. In the 

event that all spaces are taken by permit holders, disabled members and  

visitors may park in other parts of the Instructors'  

car park at any time. 

 

This restriction also applies when trials are held on the club grounds. 

All shelter dogs were once normal puppies eager to learn how 

to live with people. Rather than making another shelter dog, 

learn how to raise your puppy to stay in your home … forever. 

      Puppy Primer 

Download now 

for your  

puppy’s sake 
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Jill Cottee and Polly ~ A love story 

Feature Article 

By Mara Herba 

Jill Cottee owned and loved Keeshonden for a 

long time, breeding show champions and dogs 

which she trained and trialled to various dog 

sports titles. 

 

In a litter born in April 2003, one female pup 

stood out for her personality and looks, and 

quickly became a ‘keeper’.  Polly, as this pup 

was named, responded to Jill’s care and 

training with a growing devotion to her mistress.  

As she grew up, Polly was shown to her 

Championship title by Jill, gained her Pets-as-

Therapy qualification and was trained to 

competition-level obedience and agility. 

 

Then, in February 2012, Jill was diagnosed with 

cancer putting a halt to further work. Many 

months of treatment later Jill succumbed to her 

illness, passing away in December 2012.  When 

Jill knew that her time was limited, she put a lot 

of effort into finding homes for her dogs, with 

Pixie going to Jill’s obedience friend Pat in 

Sydney and Polly taking up residence with Bev 

and Stuart Barr. 

 

Many camping trips over the years with 

Keeshonds and Dalmatians meant that Polly 

was used to Bev and the spotty ones which 

made adding a Spitz breed to a home with 

Dalmatians much smoother. Polly adapted to 

her new home well despite missing everyone 

she knew and loved.  She soon took on the role 

of matriarch which the Dalmatians respectfully 

accepted.  One look from Polly and they knew 

their place. Polly  was an indoor dog and if left 

outside for any length of time she would make 

her annoyance clear with continuous barking.  

The door would open, she would be invited 

inside, and …. she had won again!  Such a Spitz 

outlook on life. 

 

Watching Polly run, the soundness of her 

movement stood out.  As Polly really enjoyed 

any outing in the car it was decided to try to 

get her Neuter Championship show title.  She 

was re-registered as a ‘neuter’, given a bath 

and a good brush and entered in some shows.  

Winning Best Neuter in Show at her first show 

was a good start and her Neuter Championship 

title was 

achieved in 

2013 with 

several more 

Best Neuter in 

Show wins along 

the way.  Her 

winning ways 

were enough for 

Polly to win the 

Dogzonline 

trophy for top 

scoring Non-

Sporting Neuter 

in Australia in 

2013. 

 

Polly responded 

Jill Cottee was an instructor at the club for almost twenty years and managed the club’s office for 

ten years. She was also very active in the wider dog community, particularly through her devotion 

to breeding, training and trialling Keeshonds.  

This is a story about Jill and one of the Keeshonds she loved so much that after she died others 

worked to make one of her dreams come true. 
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well to training for the conformation ring, and 

demonstrated that she remembered much of 

her early obedience and agility training.  

Curiosity about what she could do led to Bev 

taking Polly to Rally Obedience training and 

then on to trials. There was success at her first 

trial—an evening event in February where Polly 

scored 75/100.  The next trial, during the day, 

was much less successful with Polly refusing to 

cooperate.  Nevertheless, she gained a further 

pass in April (77/100) and, on what would have 

been Jill’s 72nd birthday in May 2013, Polly 

gained the final pass needed for her Rally 

Novice (RN) title with a score of 79/100.  Her 

Rally exploits demonstrated that she 

remembered much of her early training, but it 

also taught us that Polly only worked when it 

suited her, and certainly not in the heat! 

 

2013 was a big year for Polly with success in 

both the conformation and Rally Obedience 

rings.  Having turned 10 she went into 

retirement in 2014.  Nevertheless, Polly 

demonstrated some lovely obedience (at 

times!) which led to the question:  “Could Polly 

trial at CCD level?” 

 

Only one way to find out.  Polly was taken out 

of retirement, and a trial was entered.  

Preparation was done by training in very short 

bursts using high value treats as rewards as Polly 

lost interest quickly.  On a cool June day in 

2015, Stuart and Polly entered the ring (see 

below) . Polly decided the dew wasn’t for her 

and was uncooperative in the morning, but 

gained a pass with 90/100 in the afternoon.  

 

After this first qualifying 

score, more trials were 

found.  The next one 

occurred in July 2015 

while Stuart and Bev 

were away, and this is 

where Mara Herba 

stepped up (with Polly at 

left).  Mara and husband 

Richard looked after the 

Dalmatians and Polly 

when Bev and Stuart 

were away, so she 

volunteered to handle 

Polly at the Queanbeyan 

& District Training Club 

trial.  The result was 

encouragingly close to a 

qualifying pass, but not 

quite there on the day. 

 

Polly was losing her hearing, so a race began to 

enter trials in Canberra while she was still 

interested enough and able to follow verbal 

directions. Mara handled her at the club’s trial 

on 19 September to gain her second qualifying 

pass with a score of 89/100. 

 

Onwards to the next club trial in November and 

once again Mara took Polly into the CCD ring.  

An eager Polly listened as hard as she was able 

to, watched the hand signals and really worked 

herself through the Heel pattern for a passing 

score.  A careful Stand for Examination saw full 

marks, but a distracted Polly messed up the 

lead-in for the Recall.  A few deep breaths and 

we started again, for a Pass in that exercise.  

The Stays were no issue for a steady Keeshond, 

and she was through with a Pass mark of 85/100 

for her CCD title—a quite remarkable 

achievement for a 12 year old dog! 

 

This accepting, adapting Keeshond meets all 

the changes in her life with open eyes and a 

generous heart.  For her to attain these titles in  

Jill Cottee … continued Jill Cottee … continued 
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Jill’s memory meant a lot to a great many people who knew Jill and the Nederhund Keeshonden 

kennel. Mara felt humbled and privileged to work this brave little dog to gain two Passes at CCD.  

There won’t be any more trials, but everyone in Polly’s life hope to share more good days at shows 

and Mara and Richard will ensure that the back door is always propped open when Polly comes 

to stay! 

 

This story is close to the hearts of Jill’s friends and Bev and Stuart are privileged to have this wise old 

dog sharing their home. 

 

Polly (aka Australian Champion/Neuter Champion Nederhund Polaris RN CCD) was also the 

Dogzonline top Neuter Keeshond in Australia in 2015 and leads in 2016. 

 

Valé Jill. 

Jill Cottee … continued 
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Please thank your instructor EVERY WEEK for their contribution to the club  

Give Happy - Live Happy 
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Getting started 

 

When you first come to the Club with your first 

dog your aspirations are simple—to be able to 

walk your dog on the lead without him/her 

pulling you along and for your puppy to come 

to you when you call.  With enthusiasm you 

come to classes and practice at home and 

you master these ambitions in the first few levels 

(maybe your dog does not comply all the time 

but certainly the foundations are there). 

How do you keep this momentum going? 

Training your dog can be a lifetime adventure. 

It’s not all about the 

physical activities—it is 

way more than that. 

It’s about building a 

wonderful relationship 

with you best friend.  

Your dog is smart and 

you are smart and so 

you need to continue 

to exercise both your 

dog’s brain and your 

own. That is where dog 

sports come into the 

picture. 

 

Building a partnership 

 

Noticed those folk in 

the far end paddocks 

putting their dogs over 

jumps, getting them to 

work off lead, having 

them retrieve dumb-

bells, doing down stays 

for interminable lengths of 

time? These folk have 

discovered the amazing bond that develops 

with their dog through obedience training.  It is 

partnership like no other—working together 

with mutual respect and basking in the 

achievement of a job well done. 

 

Why not take this to the next level of fun and 

start trialling?  This is a wonderful sport for dog 

lovers. Yes, it takes patience. Yes, it takes 

practice—but what sport doesn’t?  It’s a sport 

that welcomes all comers – you don’t need to 

be super fit athlete, you don’t need expensive 

equipment—all you need is a bit of time and 

your dog. 

Trialling 

 

Getting to trialling level does not mean endless 

marching up and down fields or repeating 

exercises to the point of exhaustion. It is about 

fun.  It is about extra challenges for you and 

your dog and expecting more of each other as 

you gradually add to your repertoire of 

exercises.  Dogs love to work—physical activity, 

exercising their brain, hanging out with their 

owner. Obedience trailing gives them all of it. 

 

Then there is the camaraderie of competition.  

This sport is about 

personal bests—not 

about beating others.  

For that short time in 

the ring it is all about 

you and your dog—

and that is a little slice 

of heaven. 

  

What can success look 

like? 

 

A recent title gained at 

Belconnen went to 

Grand Obedience 

Champion Fieldgold 

Scottish Loch UDX ADM 

JDM GDX SDX SPDM 

RAE RRD. 

 

Loch is a Golden 

Retriever, bred and 

trained and titled by 

Laraine Frawley (a 

Senior Instructor and Life 

Member of the club). Loch is 

titled in Obedience, Agility, Rally-O and 

Retrieving Trials and gained his last qualifying 

pass for his Grand Obedience Champion title 

at the Belconnen Dog Obedience Club’s trial 

on 2 April 2016—only the second dog in the 

ACT region to ever gain this title. Loch is also 

the highest multi-titled dog at the club (with 

titles in four different disciplines including titles 

at the very highest level of Obedience). 

 

It all starts at the Community Companion Dog 

(CCD) level with on-lead heelwork and a few 

advanced exercises. So folks, give it a go and 

your dog might have a brilliant career ahead!

 Obedience Trialling 

By Chris Woodgate   

Exercising your dog’s brain 

Above: Laraine and Loch in 2012  

(Photo courtesy Joanne Hagan) 
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2016 Obedience Trials at the club 

 

There are many experienced triallers at the club—so ask about upcoming events. In fact the next 

obedience trias are at CDC on the weekend of 18th and 19th June and combine obedience trials 

and rally-o trials—so you don’t even have far to go to get first-hand experience! 

 

 Obedience trialling … continued 

Turning up to class on time ? 

Marking and rewarding anytime your dog looks at you during class ? 

Picking up a ‘poo-in-lieu’ if you can’t find the one you’re looking for ? 

(there are plenty out there!) 

Checking if it’s ok to go into an off-leash area that’s already occupied? 

Practising tricks & playing with your dog while waiting your turn in class ? 

Doing a few minutes of training practice everyday at home? 

Always thanking your instructor after class? 

Keeping a close eye on your dog while using an off-leash area? 

(its ‘running free’ NOT ‘free for all’) 

Taking you dog out of an off-leash area if it is hassling other dogs? 

Being polite to other club members even if they are not polite to you? 

Reading the Good Companion so you know what’s going on? 

Letting your instructor know if you need to miss a class? 

Taking responsibility for your dog’s behaviour? 
 

* These are all ‘good’ behaviours - reward yourself every time you practice them! 

Good or Bad ? … You Choose* ... 

As a matter of courtesy, members who wish to smoke should move well away from other members 

and respond politely to requests to move further away if members are troubled by smoke-drift. 

For the general benefit of all members, smoking is not permitted: 

 In the clubhouse 

 During training classes in any discipline 

 On paved areas during training classes or club events 

 Under the clubhouse verandah or workshop verandah  

during training classes or club events 

 In the workshop 

SMOKE-FREE ZONES AT THE CLUB 
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 The Vet is In 

So your dog ate … ?! 

© Dr Sandra Hassett, BVSc MBA MIVCA 

    The Animal Medical Centre,  Phillip, Canberra 
    Sandra is a life member of the ACT Companion Dog Club  

Dogs consider a wide range of substances to 

be edible! Many of these can prove to be 

highly toxic to them. As responsible owners 

what do we need to know and what steps can 

we take to minimise the risk to our special four 

legged friends? If the worst happens, what 

should we do? 

 

Commonly ingested toxins 

 

There are many, many potential poisons in our 

every day environments, but some of the most 

common ones that we see in general practice 

are: 

 

1. Snail bait: a regular spring poisoning as 

this is the time most gardeners are planting out 

their tender seedlings and plants are making 

soft, new growth.  Small 

quantities generally 

induce salivation, muscle 

tremors, vomiting and 

diarrhea. Ingestion of 

large quantities results in 

severe seizures and often 

death. The worst 

intoxications are usually 

when the dog consumes 

directly from a packet 

that has been left out as 

usually the quantity 

ingested is much greater. 

So be very careful to lock 

these products up, if you 

use them at all. 

 

2. Rat or mouse bait: another regular 

intoxication. The dog needs to eat the bait—it is 

highly unlikely that a dog or cat will become 

intoxicated by secondary ingestion of a 

poisoned rat or mouse. 

 

The majority of these products work by 

affecting the ability of the blood to clot, 

leading to internal bleeding and death. 

Symptoms may not appear immediately, in 

fact it may be several days before they 

manifest. Sadly many owners suspect 

consumption but then the dog appears normal 

so they don’t bring them in until bleeding 

develops and they are very sick. 

There are tests that can be done, before overt 

bleeding develops, to ascertain whether the 

dog has consumed the bait. There are also 

preventative medications that can be given to 

prevent the bleeding so make sure you get 

your pet to the vet if you have any suspicion of 

rat bait ingestion. 

 

3. ‘Human’ foods: Some foods are good for 

humans but not for dogs—chocolate, coffee, 

onions, avocadoes, macadamia nuts and 

grapes (including sultanas or raisins) are all 

examples. In some cases a small amount will 

not cause a problem but in other cases, such 

as onions and grapes, the reaction can occur 

when even a small amount is ingested. Better 

to be safe than sorry and keep these foods well 

away from your dog. The most common cause 

of onion ingestion is 

when dogs are fed 

leftovers—for example 

casseroles or take away 

food—that contain the 

onion.  

 

 Alcohol and 

recreational drugs are 

also not to be shared 

with our canine friends. 

You would be surprised 

how many ‘stoned’ dogs 

we see and sometimes 

explaining the likely 

cause of the intoxication 

to the parents is a little tricky! 

 

Another lesser known toxin is xylitol—a sugar 

free sweetener. Foods cooked with xylitol are 

highly toxic to dogs so seek veterinary attention 

immediately. Some human medications, 

particularly in liquid form, use xylitol as the 

sweetener so do not use a human drug to treat 

your dog unless you check with your vet first to 

ensure it is safe.  

 

4. Human (and veterinary) medicines: many 

drugs are highly toxic if taken at anything other 

than the prescribed dose. Our dogs are usually 

much smaller than we are so a safe human 

dose can easily be toxic for a dog.  With 

veterinary medications the problem is usually 



 

 If you’re inconsistent in your training and cues, you can’t blame 

your dog when he doesn’t do what you want. Well, you can try, but 

deep down, you’ll know the truth.  

 

Pamela Dennison, The complete idiot’s guide to positive dog training (2011) 
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The vet is in … continued 
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overdosage, particularly with worming, flea 

and tick products. Another common problem is 

‘chewable’ medications such as anti-

inflammatories where the dog will happily 

consume the entire course in one go if they 

can gain access to it. 

 

5. Toxic plants: the list is a long one but the 

most common we see are associated with 

bulbs, oleander, and mushrooms/toadstools. 

 

What should I do? 

 

If a dog ingests 

something toxic 

we have very 

little time to react 

if we want to 

minimise or 

prevent 

intoxication.  

Many toxins 

absorb readily 

from the stomach 

and small 

intestine so almost immediately after ingestion 

this process may start to occur. If we can 

induce vomiting very early—ideally within the 

first 30 minutes—then we have some chance of 

removing the toxin before it is absorbed. 

However there are risks associated with 

inducing vomiting with some toxins so you need 

to seek veterinary advice immediately. If the 

vet feels it is appropriate they may advise you 

to induce vomiting at home, and how to do so. 

However it is more likely they will recommend 

you bring the dog in to the clinic.  

   

So if a suspected ingestion occurs: 

1. Estimate when it occurred—there is no 

point in inducing vomiting if the toxin was 

ingested hours earlier. Try to be precise. 

2. If it is a medicine or chemical find the 

label—you can either read out the active 

ingredient and its concentration to the 

vet over the phone to help them 

calculate the dose ingested and decide 

if it is toxic and how severe that toxicity is 

likely to be. When you go to the vet bring 

the label with you. 

3. Estimate the amount ingested—a 

teaspoonful? the entire packet? 

4. Estimate your pet’s weight. 

5. Call the vet. In an ideal world the client 

calls up and says “my 7 kg dog ate 

approximately 25g of snail bait just five 

minutes ago. The name of the product is 

baysol and the label says it contains 20g/

kg of methiocarb”.  We can advise very 

quickly and accurately what you need to 

do. If it is an unknown amount of an 

unspecified toxin it is much harder for us 

and potentially more dangerous for the 

dog.  

6. Get to the vet. Time is often critical 

especially if your pet is already showing 

symptoms. But you do need to call 

ahead—the vet may be out on a call, or 

closed. Call ahead from the car if you 

have to. Have someone stay home and 

call in the details described above. 

 

What will the vet do? 

 

Treatment depends on the toxin ingested, 

when ingestion occurred, how much was 

ingested and the symptoms the dog is already 

showing. Typically we might: 

1. Eliminate the toxin from the gut: if it is 

appropriate we will induce vomiting. We 

may also recommend a ‘gastric lavage’ 

to try to wash out more toxin. 

2. Block absorption of the toxin from the gut: 

a commonly used product for this 

purpose is activated charcoal. Large 

quantities are required and there are risks 

and benefits to be assessed. 

3. Treat the effects of the toxin on the dog: 

in many cases it is too late to eliminate 

the toxin or block its absorption. 

Sometimes there are specific antidotes 

available and these can be 

administered. 

4. Support the dog until the remaining toxin 

is eliminated: in many cases this is the 

most critical phase of treatment and 

every case is different. Sometimes the 

toxin can damage the dog’s organs and 

support may need to extend until those 

organs can heal. 

 

What preventative steps can I take? 

 

1. Lock up medicines and chemicals when 

not in use.  Many medicines are stolen 

from people’s handbags or by ‘bench 

surfing’ canines. Keep only a minimal 

quantity of medication in your handbag if 

you require it for daily use. This also 

applies to veterinary medicines, 

especially ones that are flavoured to 

make them palatable to the dog— 

chewable worm medications and anti-

inflammatories are typical examples. 

2. If you use pesticides in your home and 

garden do so responsibly. Secure the 

area so that your pet cannot enter it. 

Monitor the consumption of the pesticide 



Page | 26 The Good Companion | May 2016 |  Vol 28|  No 2 

The vet is in … continued 

and make sure it is either all consumed by the pests or all removed before you allow your 

pet back into the area. For example, do not leave rat baits out for extended periods—if the 

rats or mice haven’t eaten them within a week then remove the bait and try at a later date. 

If you use slug or snail pellets in the garden lock the dog away from that area (for example 

new seedlings or the vegetable patch) until the pellets have been consumed.  When not in 

use make sure you store them in your garage or shed on a high shelf or cupboard and in a 

dog-proof container.  

3. In unfamiliar environments know where your pet is at all times. People may say they do not 

have any baits or chemicals the dog can reach but it is surprising how often they forget 

about the rat bait that was laid down twelve months ago or the snail bait on the bottom 

shelf in the garage. Dogs are very curious in new environments and it is highly likely they will 

locate and consume these products. 

 

Would you like to advertise in the Club’s magazine ?  We distribute 

about 350 copies of the magazine to members five times a year and 

you can access all issues on our website - it’s a great way to get your 

name out there. Advertising for the July 2016 issue is due by the end of 

June. Current advertising rates are: 

TGC ADVERTISING RATES 

Page Size Width Length 
Single 

(1 issue) 

Yearly 

(5 issues) 

Full Page 170 mm 270 mm $50.00 $225.00  ($45/issue) 

1/2 Page 170 mm 130 mm $30.00 $125.00  ($25/issue) 

1/4 Page 80 mm 130 mm $20.00 No Yearly rate 

Email contact@actcdc.org.au if you would like to advertise. 

The people in our neighbourhood 
 

Did you know that members of the Canberra Society of Model & Experimental Engineers are busy 

working beyond our eastern boundary to relocate the Canberra Miniature Railway? 

They hope to open to the public early in 2017. 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Loved and Lost 

Thank you to Jane Vickers for this eulogy and for the accompanying photos. 

‘Flori’ 

 
Ch Aspenlea Black Pearl CD 

16 Sept 2002 – 2 March 2016 

 

A very special dog 

Loved by Jane Vickers and family and all who knew her 

Born to run and find birds, I was one of seven 

(English) Pointer puppies whelped  in Brisbane 

to my beautiful mum, Elsa.  We were raised on 

half an acre which gave us lots of room to run, 

explore and develop our personalities before 

going to new homes, some of which were 

overseas.  I was the really lucky one as Jane 

chose me to stay with her, probably because 

of my wonderful temperament and because 

my tail never stopped wagging. 

 

Like all youngsters, I benefitted from training 

and proved to be intelligent and quick to learn.  

At Val Bonney’s training school in Brisbane, Val 

encouraged Jane to enter me in the two day 

State Obedience Trials. I did very well gaining 

two Companion Dog (CD) qualifications with a 

2nd and 3rd place in the Novice Bitch class 

which had a daily entry of over 20 bitches 

(segregated sexes there).  I think I was the only 

Pointer trialling in Queensland at that time. 

 

We had a lot of fun travelling around the 

Queensland countryside to dog shows and 

other events.  By the time I was two years old I 

had earned my Australian Champion show 

title, finishing with a Runner-Up Best in (Gundog) 

Show, and my Companion Dog obedience title 

Told you I was a Clever Dog!  Jane often joked 

that I was a true ‘balanced’ Pointer as I had 

titles at both ends of my name!  

 

After gaining my CD, Val Bonney invited us to 

join her obedience demonstration team visiting 

schools and community events around 

Brisbane to promote responsible dog ownership 

which gave us a wonderful opportunity to show 

off and talk about my (not very well known) 

breed.  I enjoyed jumping in the car, wondering 

if we were off to a show, a demonstration, trick 

training, or a field training day (loved the 

pigeons) but knowing it would be fun.  

However, I must admit I did get a bit scared 

one night when we were performing at a 

Chinese New Year festival and someone let the 

fireworks off too early! 

 

In 2009 Jane and her family moved back to 

Canberra so Elsa and I travelled in grand style 

from Brisbane to Canberra lying regally on thick 

blankets in the back of her station wagon.   We 

attracted attention wherever Jane stopped for 

coffee, a meal or overnight which we thought 

was great—any excuse to get pats and make 

more friends. 

  

Back in Canberra Jane joined the ACT 

Companion Dog Club (“the best in Canberra”, 

she said) and took me to Secondary 

Companion classes where I even managed to 

win a Bronze Medal.   Joyce Thompson thought 
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I had the right qualities to join her Dogs-as-Therapy 

team so I began visiting retirement villages but was 

a special favourite at Kangara Waters in 

Belconnen.  I used to perform a few tricks to 

entertain the residents and, on one occasion, the 

staff asked if I would “pray” in front of a visiting 

religious minister, which was a great surprise for 

him! 

 

Sadly, I had to give up my visits about two years 

ago when I was diagnosed with Insulinoma, a rare 

(painless) cancer of the insulin-producing cells in 

the pancreas, which causes problems with blood 

sugar levels.  Jane chose not to put me through 

surgery (because of the high risk of developing 

pancreatitis) but to manage my illness 

conservatively for as long as possible.  Though my 

vet thought I might only live for another six 

months—I showed her!  It’s now two years since 

the diagnosis and in that time I have enjoyed the 

extra meals and attention (not so keen on the 

daily pills) and still have a wonderful quality of life.    

 

My eyes are bright, my coat glossy (though I must 

admit my muzzle and eyebrows are rather grey 

now), my tail still wags constantly and I enjoy short 

walks in the cool of the day.  I’ve been a very loyal 

and much loved companion but now, a 

desperately sad Jane says it’s time to leave her, the family and my special friend, Maggie.   

 

Yesterday we went to the park for Bron to take some lovely final photos of me with Jane.  This 

morning, I’ve had salmon for breakfast, a wonderful last walk by the lake, paddled in the water, 

chased ducks and come home to cross the Rainbow Bridge where Elsa (16), Nari (17), Pippa (9 

months) and others are waiting for me  ...  

 

“She asked for nothing and gave me her heart” 

 

Loved and lost … continued 

 

www.frenchlanguageschool.com.au - 0438 297 725 

http://www.frenchlanguageschool.com.au


~ Best ever family birthday cakes ~ 
 

Two more award-winning recipes from  

Tipsy’s Test Kitchen 

Treats for discerning dogs 
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We have had a couple of birthdays in our 

household recently, and so the birthday cakes 

have been flying outta me test kitchen.  This 

year I decided to go fer savoury cakes, to trick 

me mum into thinking they were healthy and so 

get bigger serves fer all us girls. 
 

My birthday was right at the end of last session 

at our club.  Can yer guess how old I am now?  

It was a great excuse to make a few more 

cakes to share with those kindi kids who worked 

so hard to train their humans in me mum’s class.  

Those pups did so well, and they especially 

enjoyed the pup cakes I made for me birthday 

and their graduation (see page 31).  Yer can 

see how well behaved they became as soon 

as they spotted the Red Velvet Pup Cakes I 

created! 
 

Me oldest sister Duffy was me best friend furr 

life.  She taught me everything there is to know 

about finding treats in every single bag, pocket 

and all other places just in case.  On several 

occasions she expertly sniffed out the treat 

bags when our mum wasn’t looking.  She 

chewed her way through several jacket 

pockets, me mum’s training bag pocket, and 

me auntie’s shorts pocket (even when the 

shorts were in the suitcase left unattended on 

the floor, Duffy opened the suitcase, pulled out 

the shorts and found the treats, how cool is 

that!!!).  Best of all, Duffy tried every single little 

plastic bag in me mum’s sewing basket.  

Unfortunately for Duffy, those little bags in the 

sewing basket contained no dog treats, but 

good old Duffy gave them the sniffer dog 

treatment just in case. 
 

Duffy was good at all sports, and excelled in 

ball games and diving for sticks off the bank of 

the big lake.  She was fearless, and me mum 

called her “Wild Child”.  She was a real 

committed sports girl and even after ‘doin a 

cruciate’, Duffy ran and ran and never gave in. 

Us girls with big servings of Best Teenager Cake: (l-r) Nellie, Duffy, Shadow and Tipsy 



   Best ever family birthday cakes … continued 

Page | 30 The Good Companion | May 2016 |  Vol 28|  No 2 

Duffy was so clever, she acted like a teenager for ages and ages before her thirteenth birthday.  

Me mum decided to give Duffy a party because she kept asking “how many more sleeps till I’m a 

teenager?”.  Me mum said Duffy deserved a special party, so we had one a bit early to 

celebrate, we played ball games on our oval, and Duffy had the best time.  Me mum said I could 

create something really over the top for Duffy’s birthday, so I went to town with me Best Teenager 

Cake recipe.  I made a particularly large cake so’s there would be lots of leftovers.  Duffy was 

allowed to have an extremely large piece, ’cos it was such a special occasion. 
  
Unfortunately, Duffy didn’t make it to her big teenage birthday, as she was very sick.  Our family is 

very glad that we celebrated such a great life.  Duffy taught me to live life to the fullest and make 

the most of every single opportunity.  She was the BEST big sister a girl could ever have, I will love 

her furr ever and ever. 
 

Dog speed Duffy, dog speed. 

Above: Valé Duffy - the nearly teenager Above: Tipsy - seven up 

 
BEST TEENAGER CAKE 

 

 750g pork mince 

 425g tin tuna in spring water, drained 

 3 cups whole meal plain flour 

 3 eggs from me own chooks 

 1/3 cup olive oil 

 mashed potato for the icing 

 dried liver treats for decoration (if yer leave 

them in big chunks, they look like chocolate 

shards and yer humans will be fooled) 

 dog treats for the candles 

 

1. This is a savoury cake, and all yer do is mash all 

the ingredients together with yer paws. 

2. Then yer line a round cake tin and a long 

narrow tin with baking paper. 

3. Then yer push the mixture into the tins firmly 

with yer paws, and don’t forget to lick em at 

the end. 

4. Cook in a moderate oven for about 30 minutes 

or until set. 

5. When cold, yer can get yer human to cut the 

cake into numbers like me mum did. 

6. Then the fun begins, decorate with cold 

mashed potato, lots of dried liver sprinkles, and 

candles made from special dog treats. 

This is a no fuss recipe, simple to knock up for all celebrations. 



Best ever family birthday cakes … continued 
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RED VELVET PUP CAKES 
 

This recipe makes about 24 pup cakes, so yer 

may need to double it! 
 

 2 ½ cups wholemeal SR flour 

 ½ cup canola oil 

 3 eggs from me own chooks, lightly 

beaten 

 1½ cups pureed steamed beetroot 

 500g chunky kangaroo mince 

 mashed potato mixed with pureed 

cooked beetroot for the icing, make it a 

nice bright red colour 

 dog treats for the candles 
 

1. Mix the oil and eggs together. 

2. Stir egg mixture and beetroot into the 

flour. 

3. Mix in the chunky kangaroo mince. 

4. Get yer human to oil some muffin tins. 

5. Plop the mixture into the oiled tins, and 

squash down a bit with yer paw. 

6. Bake in a moderate oven for about 20 

minutes. 

 

When cold, decorate with the pink icing and 

the candle treats. 
 

Remember to lick yer paws after each step, 

yer don’t have to be seven to have these 

cakes fer yer birthday, I recommend Red 

Velvet Pup Cakes fer all big celebrations! 
 

Photos this and previous pages  

courtesy of Tipsy’s Mum 

Below: Kindi kids  eager to try Tipsy’s latest creation - Red Velvet Pup Cakes! 

SMILE — YOU’RE ON CCTV 
  

The club’s buildings and grounds are under  

constant video camera surveillance  

to provide better security and safety for members. 
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Raw beef bones — improving dental health in dogs 

Peridontal 

disease is the 

most common 

oral disease 

observed in 

dogs. It has 

been reported 

to occur in 50% 

and 88% of 

dogs older 

than 3 and 5 

years 

respectively 

and affects as 

many as 95% 

of dogs older 

than 12 years. 

It is an inflammatory disease of the gums and 

mouth, which results in, among other 

symptoms, the formation of dental calculus, 

and potential tooth loss. Dental plaque is 

initially established on the tooth’s enamel 

surface and if not removed, becomes thicker 

over time, resulting in a calculus. Many pet 

dogs are fed wet food, which does not control 

plaque formation as wet foods do not act in an 

abrasive manner within the mouth in order to 

keep the teeth clean. In addition, most dog 

owners are not willing or able to clean their 

dog’s teeth by brushing. Dogs have a strong 

desire to chew raw bones and this can help to 

keep oral calculus low. Raw bones are a 

component of the wild carnivore diet and 

reports of wolves show that they have little 

dental calculus. Calculus formation may still 

occur in wild animals, but probably not as 

pronounced as in domestic dogs fed only 

commercial diets. Many dog owners choose to 

give raw bones in addition to a commercial 

diet; a recent study showed that one-third of 

dog breeders from the USA and Canada 

offered raw bones to their dogs on a regular 

basis.  

This study aimed to investigate the effects on 

calculus cover of chewing on bovine raw 

cortical or ‘compact’ bone (CB), compared 

with the chewing of bovine raw ‘spongy’ bone 

(SB) in 8 Beagle dogs.  

 

The study was performed in two periods to 

allow the calculus to build up again between 

experiments. In the first study, the dogs were 

given a piece of CB daily for 12 days, and in 

the second study a piece of SB daily for 20 days 

(to examine the effects over a longer period of 

time). It was found that, in the first study with 

CB, this reduced the cover of calculus in the 

mouth by 35.5% after 3 days, and after 12 days, 

a 70.6% reduction in calculus was found. In the   

second study using SB, it was found that 56.5% 

reduction after 3 days and 81.6 % reduction 

after 12 days and 87.8% reduction after 20 

days. No complications such as tooth fractures, 

pieces of bone stuck between teeth or 

intestinal obstructions were observed during the 

studies. Bones offered must be raw (never 

cooked).  

 

The CB was found to be largely intact after 24 

hours of being available for the dogs to chew, 

but the SB was found to break down into 

smaller pieces or consumed within this time. This 

study showed that chewing raw bovine bones 

was an effective method of removing dental 

calculus in dogs and that the ‘spongy bone’ 

removed dental calculus more efficiently.  

 
Marx FR, Machado GS, Pezzali JG et al (2016) ‘Raw 

beef bones as chewing items to reduce dental 

calculus in Beagle dogs’ in Australian Veterinary 

Journal 94(1- 2):18-23.  

 

Abstract from RSPCA Animal Welfare Science 

Update, Issue 52 (April 2016) 

“And then just hit Delete.  

I haven’t actually eaten 

any homework in years.” 
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Lure Coursing Training Day 
 By Helen Mosslar 

The Hound Club of the ACT held a lure coursing training day at the club grounds on Monday 14 

March as an introduction to this new dog sport. About 38 dogs with their intrigued owners 

attended and had a go, with many of the dogs surprising their owners and actually chasing the 

plastic bag (also called a ‘lure’). Even the dogs that didn’t chase too much, still seemed to enjoy 

the fun of running beside their owner as they chased it. 

 

Although the sport of lure coursing is limited to the Sighthound Breeds (eg Afghans, Salukis, Borzois, 

Wolfhounds, Whippets and Greyhounds) in overseas countries, in Australia there is an opportunity 

for any dog that is fit and active to participate. On the training day we had a real cross-section of 

dog breeds apart from the Hound Breeds, including Viszlas, Brittanys, Huskies, Lapphunds, Tollers, 

Belgian Shepherds, Corgis and many mixed breed dogs. 

 

The training runs were conducted in the Back Paddock so the handlers had the added security of 

Training 

paraphernalia 

 

Far left: the lure 

 

Left: the battery-

operated motor 

used to drag the 

lure 

 

Right: one of the 

pulleys used to 

guide the path of 

the lure 

Mara Herba’s Siberian Husky ‘Jingles’ gives lure coursing a go 
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Lure coursing … continued 

the fence in case their dog’s recalls were not the best.  This proved not be a major concern as 

most of the dogs were so happy with their run that they came back to their handler to tell them 

what fun it was. One dog—a Labrador—even retrieved the lure and brought it back to its owner. 

Formal obedience training is not required for lure coursing and having dogs reluctant to leave 

their owners is actually a problem as they may not want to run. However as dogs run without a 

collar, a recall of some description is needed to get your dog to come back to you after it has 

completed its run.  Some owners were seen running around with toys, food, waving their arms 

around to get this excited dogs to come back to them. 

 

One comment that came up was that allowing a dog to participate in lure coursing will 

encourage its prey drive and it will learn to hunt or chase small animals. This is not the case as 

many dogs that have a really high prey drive (ie like to hunt/chase) will not even be interested in 

the lure as they find it boring. It’s just a plastic bag and they are too smart to bother with it. Lure 

coursing your dog will also not encourage it to chase anyone holding a white plastic shopping 

bag. Dogs know the difference and they enjoy the ‘game’ of the plastic bag moving on the 

ground and the sound of the lure. 

 

For those interested in having a go, there will be more training days in the ACT before the year is 

out. Dates are yet to be confirmed, but details will appear on the Canberra Region Lure Coursing 

Face Book page as they become available (see https://www.facebook.com/

groups/544418965721863/). 

 

The rules for the conduct of Lure Coursing Trials can be found at the ANKC website 

http://ankc.org.au/media/1093/1809lure_coursing_2015v2.pdf 

 

Note: Helen Mosslar is the Dogs Act representative for lure coursing. 

Photos: Anne Robertson (equipment - previous page), Tony Maxwell (previous page),  

Maelyn Draper (this page) 

Above: Belinda Mitchell entices a participant’s dog with the lure before releasing it for the chase 

(Photo: Maelyn Draper) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/544418965721863/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/544418965721863/
http://ankc.org.au/media/1093/1809lure_coursing_2015v2.pdf
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Do you have a funny photo you’d like to  

share with other members through  

The Good Companion? 
 

 Send to: contact@actcdc.org.au 

JPs in the ACT serve the community primarily by: 

 administering oaths or affidavits and taking 
statutory declarations and affirmations 

 witnessing signatures, and 

 attesting and certifying documents. 
 
The club’s Shop Manager, Katrina Morton., is an 
ACT Justice of the Peace. 
 
Katrina is available on Wednesday mornings 
during training classes to help members with any  
JP matters. 

NEED A JP? 

Above:  

Club members get ‘up close and personal’ with members of the 501st Legion’s  

Southern Cross Garrison  at the Connect & Participate Expo in March. 

More deep space distraction training required, perhaps?  
(Photo: courtesy Heather McPherson) 



Committee Notes 

The club’s Main Committee meets on the last Tuesday of every month (except December). 

Copies of committee minutes are available on request from the club’s Secretary.  

Some of the matters discussed at recent meetings are noted below.  

29 March 2016 
 We appointed Hilarie Kemp to fill the casual 

vacancy of Secretary until the 2016 Annual 

General Meeting. 

 We approved the membership of the DWD 

Sub-Committee. 

 We considered applications from 51 

households to join the club. 

 We noted an operating profit of $19,109 for 

the year to date (compared to $25,539 for 

the previous year). Both income and 

expenses have increased this year. 

 We received written reports from committee 

members and sub-committees on 

obedience training, DWD, agility and flyball 

as well as matters associated with grounds 

management and security. 

 We approved minor changes to the club’s 

Work Health and Safety Policy. 

 We noted the review of the club’s Asset 

Management Plan, 

Grounds Priority List and 

Work Health and Safety 

Action Plan in order to 

develop a single action 

plan. The main priorities 

are upgrades to the 

irrigation system (with the 

support of the recent ACT 

Government grant), 

fencing and paving. 

 We approved the 

installation of ACTSmart 

signage on the workshop building to 

promote the club’s recycling initiatives. 

 We approved a revised framework for the 

club’s annual awards and other forms of 

recognition, including the revival of the 

Companion Dog of the Year Award to 

recognise outstanding achievement by a 

handler and dog team in any discipline(s) 

supported by the club. 

 We agreed to provide another ‘Come ‘N Try’ 

opportunity for handlers in Advanced 

obedience class and above. The promotion 

enables handlers to learn more about the 

club’s dog sports during class. 

 We noted progress with the roll-out of the 

Agility Instructors course and changes to the 

training syllabus for agility class members 

(including the number of levels offered and 

competencies required at each level). 

 

26 April 2016 

 We considered applications from 125 

households to join the club. 

 We noted an operating profit of $26,104 for 

the year to date (compared to $25,382 for 

the previous year). 

 We received written reports from committee 

members and sub-committees on 

obedience training and agility as well as 

matters associated with WHS, assets and 

grounds management and security. 

 We noted the President’s recent meeting 

with the CEO of the RSPCA ACT. Despite 

previous press reports the RSPCA is not 

planning to relocate to Symonston in 2017.  

 We received the proposed framework for 

the club’s new training program arising from 

the revision of the Level One Obedience 

Training Syllabus. 

 We noted plans to upgrade the club’s 

irrigation system in mid-

September, taking into 

account agility, obedience 

and rally-o trial 

commitments. This upgrade 

is being supported by an 

ACT Government grant. 

 We noted progress on the 

implementation of the 

ACTSmart Business Recycling 

initiatives including the 

submission of an initial waste 

audit to the ACT 

Government. 

 We discussed charges for members 

participating in the club’s tracking activities. 

 We noted the recent roll-out of the TTouch 

course for club members, hosted by Raelene 

Koerber. 

  

Please have a chat with any member of the 

committee if you have questions arising from 

the meetings, have any suggestions about the 

club’s management or would like to help out in 

any way. You can also email us at 

contact@actcdc.org.au  

Page | 36 The Good Companion | May 2016 |  Vol 28|  No 2 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au


Page | 37 The Good Companion | May 2016 |  Vol 28|  No 2 

     Agility Action 

By Linda Spinaze — Convenor 

Hello all agiliteers, 

 

This year is continuing to buzz along after a 

busy start. 

 

All our aspirant instructors have successfully 

completed their workshops, and are now 

starting to assist in classes.  They are required to 

teach a specific skill to the class, and to then 

assist in running the class. Please make them 

feel welcome in your class, and make the most 

of the opportunity to have two instructors in 

your class! 

 

We enjoyed a 

very successful 

double trial over 

the Easter 

weekend, with 

more the 1,000 

entries.  The 

weather was 

beautiful, the 

competition keen, 

and everyone 

enjoyed 

themselves.  

Thanks to 

Amanda Delaney 

and Denise 

Iglesias who 

organised all the 

entries and the 

action on the day, 

and also many 

thanks to our 

wonderful 

stewards who 

volunteered their 

free time to time-

keep and to keep 

the competitors 

lined up and 

ready to run. 

 

We started a new intake in early April.  We had 

only five vacancies in the Beginner's class, 

which we filled very easily since we had so 

many dogs on the waiting list.  However, there 

were a few dogs who didn't pass the intake test 

due to either not being able to be reliably 

recalled back to the handler, or weight issues.  

So, if you are keen to start agility, make sure 

you practice calling your dog to you in a 

variety of situations, and keep them much 

slimmer than is usually acceptable.  We look 

forward to seeing you again at the next intake. 

 

Our new syllabus is running smoothly.  We now 

teach only ‘on-the-ground’ contacts in 

Beginners, and  a lot of ‘flat-work’ (handling 

skills without equipment).  This enables handlers 

to focus on a reliable  contact-strategy before 

adding the extra stress of height, and to focus 

on manouvering themselves and their dogs 

without the distraction of equipment. The high 

contacts will be taught in Intermediate, as will 

weaving.  Advanced handling skills will be 

taught in the 

Advanced class. 

 

The recent TTouch 

course run by 

Raelene Koerber 

was very 

enjoyable and 

instructive, and 

has given the 

participants a 

further tool in their 

box of training 

skills.  It has also 

deepened the 

relationship 

between dog and 

handler, and has 

given the handlers 

a new insight into 

dog behaviour.  

Thanks Kylie for 

organising the 

course. 

 

The club’s website 

master has made 

some much-

needed 

alterations to the 

agility component 

of the website.  It 

now includes a 

hotlink to our Agility Handbook which has lots of 

information about agility at the club.  It also has 

the course outlines of our new syllabus, so that 

you can read for yourselves what skills you and 

your dog need to achieve to graduate from 

your current level.  It is of great benefit to read 

it and to make sure you are practising the 

appropriate skills in and out of class. 

 

In Week Five of this session we were  involved in 

the ‘Come ’N Try’ class , so that those of you in 

One of the club’s newest agiliteers - Maree Livermore’s 

Kelpie ‘Mello’ - flies through the tyre at the recent trial in 

Wagga Wagga 



 

 
The real joy is in the privilege and ability to 

step to the start line with your dog by your 

side, not in the crossing of the finish line, 

victorious over others. 

 

Gail Storm 
Agility Field Representative  

American Kennel Council 
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Agility action …  continued 

Advanced and Transition obedience training classes could  try out some of our equipment.  We 

had a tunnel, some jumps, a plank (a substitute for the dog-walk) and a table for  dogs to 

practice on. We hope you enjoyed your  experience and may enrol in agility classes in the near 

future. 

 

At the end of May the Agility Nationals will be held on the Fleurieu Peninsula in South Australia.  This 

national competition is only held every two years—with  teams from every State and Territory (and 

New Zealand) vying for the national team title. There are also five days of individual competition. 

Some of our members are travelling over to represent the ACT at the event.  Shown below are the 

members of the representative ‘Agile ACT’ team: Amanda Delaney (with Border Collies ‘Ollie’ and 

‘Paige’), Lara Sedgmen (with Hungarian Vizsla ‘Dublin’), Airlie White (with Border Collie ‘Wicca’), 

Jill Campain (with Toy Poodle ‘Mia’) and Fiona Fraser (with Brittany ‘Mirri’).  They carry our best 

wishes with them for a successful and enjoyable few days. 

 

 

Training tip 

 

For those of you who have yet to start agility—train your dog to walk, sit, and drop on your RIGHT 

side.  Tradition has it that dogs walk on our left, but in agility we need our dogs to be comfortable 

on the right side as well.  The reason for this is that our dogs can run faster than we can (no 

arguments there!!), and we need to always run on the inside of the course, leaving our dogs to run 

the longer, outer course.  To do this, we often need to have our dogs running on our right side.  So, 

make your dog ambidextrous!! 

  

'Til next time ... 
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Results – Agility Trial – 12 April 2016 (club members only) 

Open Agility - Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW) SCT: 60 seconds1 

1st    Barbara Brown’s Australian Kelpie AgCh 500 Dazzle UD RE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM 

 SDM SPDM 38.04s 

 

Excellent Agility - Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW) SCT: 200/300/400 62 seconds; 500/600 60 seconds 

1st  (300)  Anne Lewis’ American Cocker Spaniel Neut Ch Landmark Why Why Why Delilah AD JD 

 GD 55.91s  

1st  (400)  Christine Rees’ Associate Phoebe JD AD 52.50s 

1st (500)   Kate Watchorn’s Associate Zebiya JD AD GD SD 45.31s 

 

Novice Agility - Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW) SCT: 54  seconds 

1st (300)   Denise Stirzaker’s Associate Pixie JD SPD GD 28.30s 

1st  (500)  Hector (Associate Register) Mrs Therese Smith 45.17s 

Results – Easter Agility Trial – 26 April 2016 (club members only) 

Master Agility- Judge: Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 51 seconds 

3rd (500)  AgCh 500 Dazzle UD RE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDM SPDX (Australian Kelpie)  

   Barbara Brown 40.90s 

 

Excellent Agility- Judge: Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 55 seconds 

1st (600)  Brunig AD JDX GD SPD (Associate) Linda Spinaze 33.65s 

 

Novice Agility - Judge: Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 52 seconds 

3rd (500)  Kerodan Triplechoc Surprise JD (Border Collie) Amanda Delaney 34.05s 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Scissors, knives, clipper blades or garden tools need sharpening? 
Clippers or dryers need repairs? 

  
 We use the highest quality sharpening equipment and processes to 
       ensure you receive the highest standard of sharpening available 
 All sharpening is 100% guaranteed 
 All electrical repairs are TestNTag to Australian Standards 
 Quick turn around on all work 
 Local service - Charnwood 

  
See https://clipperbladesharpening.com.au for more information and pricing 

[Continued page 40] 

https://clipperbladesharpening.com.au
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Novice Jumping - Judge: Mr Keith Millington (SA) 

SCT: 200/300 37 seconds; 400/500 34seconds; 600 

35 seconds 5 

3rd (600)  Ch Aldersett Talk Of the Town RN  

   (English Setter) Mrs Anne Lewis 31.00s 

 

Excellent Jumping - Judge: Mr Keith Millington (SA) 

SCT: 200/300 40 seconds; 400/500 37 seconds; 600 

39 seconds 

1st (600)  Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN GD JD  

   (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 26.38s 

 

Master Jumping- Judge: Mr Keith Millington (SA) 

SCT: 200/300 44 seconds; 400/500 40 seconds 600 

43 seconds7 

1st (600)  Brunig AD JDX GD SPD (Associate)  

   Linda Spinaze 34.60s 

 

Novice Jumping - Judge: Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) 

SCT: 32 seconds9 

1st (500)  Flatout Burn Away (Australian Shepherd)  

   Denise Iglesias 14.74s  

4th(500)  Mello FD FDX (Associate Register)  

   Ms Maree Livermore 17.39s  

5th (500)  Neut Ch Caerhays Glen Keetah CD RE  

   (Golden Retriever) Mrs C M Perry 20.94s  

 

Excellent Jumping - Judge: Ms Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 31 seconds10 

1st (600)  Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN GD JD (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 23.15s  

2nd (600)  Twigworth Jasper (Imp NZ) CD ORA SD RAE RRD GDX AD JD SPD (Golden Retriever) 

   Laraine Frawley 26.00s  

 

Open Jumping - Judge: Mr Keith Millington (SA) SCT: 34 seconds8 

4th  OCh TCh TS Grand Ch Kityees Sonic UDX RAE AD JDX GD SD SPD ET (Border Collie) Jake 

  Blight 20.02s  

8th  AgCh 500 Dazzle UD RE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDM SPDX (Australian Kelpie)  

  Barbara Brown 23.71s  

13th  Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN GD JD (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 27.02s  

 

Master Strategic Pairs - Judge: Mr Keith Millington (SA) SCT: 57 seconds12 

2nd  AgCh 500 Dazzle UD RE ADM JDM ADO JDO GDM SDM SPDX (Australian Kelpie)  

  Barbara Brown 44.07s  

5th  Flatout Joey ADX JDM JDO GDX SDX SPDX (Australian Shepherd) Denise Iglesias 49.95s  

5th  Kerodan Miss Meant To Be JDX ADX SPDX GD SD (Border Collie) Amanda Delaney  

  49.95s  

9th  Ch Dalibel Fullof Chaos AD JDX GDX SD SPDX RN (Schipperke) Jenny Marshall 55.96s 

 

Novice Strategic Pairs - Judge: Mr Keith Millington (SA) SCT: 83 seconds14 

3rd  Luack Galadriel (Australian Kelpie) Jenny Marshall 53.13s  

3rd  Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue RN GD JD (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 53.13s  

4th  Melly FD FDX (Associate Register) Ms Maree Livermore 54.10s  

4th  Neut Ch Caerhays Glen Keetah CD RE (Golden Retriever) Mrs C M Perry 54.10s  

6th  Neut Ch Landmark Why Why Why Delilah AD JD GD (Cocker Spaniel (America)) Mrs 

  Anne Lewis 59.51s  

6th  Ch Neut Ch Sintee Dark Tempest RN JD AD (Poodle (Toy)) Jill Campain 59.51s  

8th  Uwish U Were My Material Girl JD (Brittany) Ms Fiona Fraser 65.95s  

11th  Neut Ch Caerhays Glen Hamish CCD RE JD GD (Golden Retriever) G & Dr P Woodman 

  81.99s  

11th  Zebiya JD AD GD (Associate Register) Mrs Kate Watchorn 81.99s  

Results – Easter Agility Trial …  continued 
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Master Jumping - Judge: Ms Jenny Marshall (NSW) SCT: 45 seconds1 

1st (200) AgCh 200 Gerry AG CH 200 JDM JDO ADM ADO SPDM GDX SDX (Associate) Annie 

Sonntag 42.87s  

 

Novice Jumping - Judge: Ms Jenny Marshall (NSW) SCT: 33 seconds 

5th (500) Neut Ch Caerhays Glen Keetah CD RE (Golden Retriever) Mrs C M Perry 27.92s  

 

Novice Agility - Judge: Mr Keith Millington (SA) SCT: 200/300 60 seconds; 400/500 57 seconds; 600 

59 seconds 

2nd (500) Neut Ch Caerhays Glen Keetah CD RE (Golden Retriever) Mrs C M Perry 36.80s  

 

Excellent Agility - Judge: Mr Keith Millington (SA)SCT: 200/300 61 seconds; 400/500 58 seconds; 600 

60 seconds 

1st (300) Neut Ch Landmark Why Why Why Delilah AD JD GD (Cocker Spaniel (America)) Mrs Anne 

Lewis 59.43s 

 

Master Agility - Judge: Mr Keith Millington (SA) SCT: 200/300 69 seconds; 400/500 64 seconds; 600 

67 seconds6 

1st (200) AgCh 200 Gerry AG CH 200 JDM JDO ADM ADO SPDM GDX SDX (Associate) Annie 

Sonntag 50.46s  

 

Excellent Jumping - Judge: Mr Keith Millington (SA) SCT: 200/300 40 seconds;  400/500 37 seconds; 

600 39 seconds11 

4th (500) Wilson RN JD (Associate) Mrs Wendy Hathaway 29.35s  

1st (600) Twigworth Jasper (Imp NZ) CD ORA SD RAE RRD GDX AD JD SPD (Golden Retriever) 

Laraine Frawley 27.97s  

2nd (600) Ch Graebrook Dublin Rogue GD RN (Hungarian Vizsla) Lara Sedgmen 29.86s  

 

Novice Jumping - Judge: Mr Keith Millington (SA) SCT: 200/300 40 seconds; 400/500 36 seconds; 

600 39 seconds12 

1st (500) Neut Ch Caerhays Glen Keetah CD RE (Golden Retriever) Mrs C M Perry 26.08s  

 

Novice Gamblers - Judge: Ms Jenny Marshall (NSW) SCT: 80 seconds7 

8th Flatout Burn Away (Australian Shepherd) Denise Iglesias 61.62s 44 

10th Neut Ch Caerhays Glen Keetah CD RE (Golden Retriever) Mrs C M Perry 54.33s 41 

 

Excellent Gamblers - Judge: Ms Jenny Marshall (NSW) SCT: 63 seconds8 

4th OCh TCh TS Grand Ch Kityees Sonic UDX RAE AD JDX GD SD SPD ET (Border Collie) Jake Blight 

52.50s 53 

7th Brunig AD JDX GD SPD (Associate) Linda Spinaze 52.24s 51 

8th Sam ADX ADO JDX GD SDX SPD RAE (Associate) Ms Pamela Hunt 56.36s 50 

 

Master Gamblers - Judge: Ms Jenny Marshall (NSW) SCT: 60 seconds9 

2nd AgCh 200 Gerry AG CH 200 JDM JDO ADM ADO SPDM GDX SDX (Associate) Annie Sonntag 

58.32s 63 

Results – Easter Agility Trial …  continued 

Results – Easter Agility Trial – 27 April 2016 (club members only) 

               

LOST SOMETHING AT THE CLUB ? 
  

Keys, jackets, leads, toys, glasses, towels, hats,  

dog tags, dumbbells ? 

  

Ask at the club office … it might have been handed in ! 



  Comp Day  — 3 April 2016 

Intermediate 

 

(Far left)  

Veronica Doerr 

& Bunsen 

 

(Left)  

Catherine  

Cambridge  

& Rosie 

 

Advanced 

 

(Centre left) 

Liz Faul & Ruby 

 

Transition 

 

(Centre far left) 

Michael 

Medvecsky  

& Bindi 

 

Primary  

Companion 

 

(Below far left) 

Jeanette  

Johnson  

& Lexie 
 

Secondary 

Companion 

 

(Below left) 

Barbara Gough 

& Jack 

 

See poster in 

clubhouse foyer 

for Kindi and 

Beginners photos 

 

Photos by  

June Rowe 

 

Copies of all 

photos can be 

ordered from the 

club office 

 

Page | 42 The Good Companion | May 2016 |  Vol 28|  No 2 



               Comp Day Results 

Session One — 3 April 2016 
Note: Please notify the office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so 

that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue. 

BEGINNERS (assessed in class on Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday) 

Vicki Lathbury & Louis Penny Sklepic & Leo Allan Worrell & Poppy 

Sandra Linsley & Stella Catriona Purcell & Miss Molly Elaine Bissaker & Tilly 

Wendy Whatson & Milli Sonia Hathaway & Remy Tanya Robertson & Mac 

Kerry Byers & Georgie Tracey Rail & Ama  Gary Crispe & Molly 

Rachael McKinnon & Leia Shelley prentice & Lallybroch Diane Seeto & Orion 

Janet Freeman & Charlie Wayne Banning & Leo Linda Hearder & Banjo 

Cheryl Rath & Harry Helen McAlister & Mia Aury Sia & Fe 

Jacqueline Lam & Percy Debra Robertson & Rafiki David & Louise Sommerville & Sophie 

Allan Conley & Lady Scott McAlister & Jeff Kevin Santos & Darcy 

Amy Brennan & Xander Simon Johnston & Shumba Julie Wade & Gus 

Fumi Page & Ella Louise Hollman & Dash Karen Chutson & Jack 

Laura Bronson & Winter Colleen Conley & Cheri Sharron Kinloch & Skye 

Ray Withers & Kelly Tiffany Peddle & Winston Matthew Ryan & Bonnie 

Georgia Johnston & Hugo Mercedes Garcia & Blaze Adam Cooper & Ivy May 

Inta Smith & Franklin Michael Drew & Jedi Knight Michele McCarthy & Ripple 

Julieanne Finck & Odyn Kelly Brettarg & Willow Jules Baggola & Bobby 

Rachael Nikolic & Coco Peter Tzantos & Milo K Plowman & Nellie 

Katelyn Ewart & Lummiere  Megan Taylor & Leo Peter Thompson & Jasper 

Rob McLaughlin & Bowie Heather Mortlock & Fenir Amy Bailey & Ruby 

Fiona McPherson & Jaeger Dan Town & Fergus Lilian Bakker & Charlie 

Jenny Jacobs & Nelson Simon Wells & Chelsea Julie Marsden & Ollie 

Kim Daniel & Jake Diona Dobson & Georgie Felicity Probyn & Mou 

Christopher & Harry Kay & Bella Josephine Cheah & Diggle David Hutchins & Archie 

Lea Edwards & Bonnie Caroline Arena & Chase Yee Chang & Fez 

Kate Palisi & Nellie Peter Fuller & Polly Christine Phillip & Bear 

Jacqueline Cornish & Lionel Joanne Halliday & Ella Lucy Carlsen & Molly 

Lynda; Walters & Ellie Liz Jucha & Mabel Kellie Mastersen & Poppy Jay 

Narelle Cowie & Baxter Melissa Di Carlo & Malibu Colin Martin & Loki 

Caroline Walker & Xena Nimmy Philip & Lucky Neisha & James Burton & Mishka 

Naarilla Hirsch & Kishar Michelle Freeman & Kiwi Jillian Mather & Mia 

Dana & James Simonson & Apollo   

INTERMEDIATE   

Judge: Susan Barnard 

1st: Veronica Doerr & Bunsen 2nd: Craig Pennifold & Archie 3rd: Sarah Rabe & Ginger 

Judge: - 

1st: Catherine Cambridge  

& Rosie 

2nd: Mara Herba & Rhett 3rd: Anne Marie McGowan & Rusty 
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Comp Day — 3 April 2016 … continued 

Judge: Tracy Bessell 

1st: Sandra Fisk & Ruby Rose 2nd: Tegan Redman & Viktor 3rd: Tracey Rail & Makea 

Judge: Jane Vickers 

1st: Alessandra Carrera 2nd: Evelyne Gilbert & Bui 3rd: Judy Webster & Tilly 

Other passes: Chanie Stuart & Skipper Gabriel Morosi & Fromie 

Takeshi Yamada & Eddie George Moustakas & Snowy Graham Dudley & Ivy 

Penny Vethanayagam & Tin Tin Victoria Swalling & Dexter Roberta Kennett & Juno 

Tracey Wallis & RJ Jill Bradfield & Possum Christine LeGrand & Bella  

Marco Salvio & Bobby Aiden Brodie & Patch Jill Farrelly & Louie 

Clare Weir & Poppy   

ADVANCED   

Judge: Sharon Carver 

1st: Brian Kirkwood & Harry 2nd: Tom Brewer & Roy 3rd: Lucy Jesiolowski & Floyd 

Judge: Stuart Barrow 

1st: Liz Faul & Ruby 2nd: Simone Pensko & Ivy 3rd: Satomi Matsuoka & Roku 

Other passes: Russell Patterson & Ruby Bronwyn Graham & Poppy 

Viki Withers & Kelly Sandra Beaton & Peggy Landon Carter & Colter 

Jacqueline Janczukowicz & Mikey Anne Walkington & Holly Beth Johnston & Tilda 

Matt Tapp & Mayci   

TRANSITION Judge: Naarilla Hirsch  

1st:  Michael Medvecsky & Bindi 2nd: Angela Brooks & Freddie 3rd: Justin Allen & Garth 

Other passes:  Barbara Oliver & Trixie Melissa Price & Archie 

Marika Mueller & Banjo   

PRIMARY COMPANION Judge: Linda Spinaze 

1st: Jeanette Johnson & Lexie 2nd: - 3rd: - 

SECONDARY COMPANION Judge: Joyce Thompson  

1st: Barbara Gough (NQ) 2nd: - 3rd: - 
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We need you for the working bee! 

~ DIARY DATE ~ 

Please come along to the  

Winter working bee  

on Saturday 16 July. 

9.00am-Noon 



Welcome to new club members and, of 

course, welcome back to members who 

continue to support the club and the CDC 

Paws Shoppe. We hope that ‘Paws’ has 

something for everyone. 

 

The shop’s stock list of training aids (including 

food rewards) is on page 46.  

 

We have a range of Black Dog training collars, 

halters, flyball harnesses and leads in stock. 

You are welcome to come along and have a 

look at any of the training equipment when the 

shop is open, and to have it custom-fitted for 

your dog. It is particularly important to ensure 

that any training harness is fitted by one of our 

instructors to ensure that the size and style is 

right for your dog. We recommend a 

Connector Strap which provides backup 

security for Training Halters and Car Harnesses.  

Connected from a D-Ring on the harness or 

halter back to the dog's collar it helps prevent 

Houdini dogs from attempting to escape from 

their safety equipment. 

 

A useful item available for those who have 

reactive dogs is the ‘Give me Space’ yellow 

vest.  Vests are available in three sizes – small 

$17.50 and Medium and Large $21.00.  Please 

see your instructor or session manager for 

further information about the Yellow Dog 

project.  

 

We have in stock the Black Dog Treat Pouch 

which has a wide opening with a magnetic 

close  and an internal pocket, which can easily 

be clipped on or off  a belt or use the belt loops 

which can make it more secure.   If you prefer 

you can utilise the Black Dog Tote Belt (which is 

sold separately). Also available are Large Treat 

Pouches and liners which help keep food from 

sticking to the pouch. They can also keep food 

fresh in the fridge and are easy to wash.   

 

Food rewards are one of the most important 

aids you can use to train your dog.  It is 

essential to choose treats that your dog really 

likes.  The club shop sells a variety of oven-dried 

treats including Beef Liver Treats in 150gram 

and 500 gram bags, Roo Lami in 150 gram 

bags, Chicken Meat Balls in 250 gram bags, 

Pigs Ears (individually and in bags of 10) and 

Pigs Ear Strips in bags of 12 (suitable for smaller 

dogs and puppies as a chew treat).   

 

If you forget to bring your treats to class the 

shop can provide frozen fresh meat and 

cheese which we will defrost in the microwave 

ready for use. 

 

Use the treats to reward the behaviour that you 

want - and provide a variety to keep your dog 

guessing. And if you want to make your own 

treats have a look at Tipsy’s Famous Recipe 

Corner (page 29) and her back catalogue in 

previous issues of the magazine.    

 

Please remember that dogs should not be 

given some human foods such as chocolate, 

grapes and onions. Have a look at Dr Sandra 

Hassett’s article ‘So your dog ate …?!’ in this 

issue of the magazine (pages 23-26) so that you 

keep your dog safe. 

 

Of course we have lots of refreshments for two-

legged members as well - barista coffee, milk 

shakes, hot chocolate, homemade cake, 

toasted sandwiches, pies, pasties, sausage rolls 

and much more. 

 

We strive to keep our prices below retail prices 

and any proceeds go towards the 

maintenance of the club. 

 

Come into the clubhouse for friendly service! 

 

News from the Paws Shoppe 

By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager 

OPENING TIMES 

Wednesdays10:00 - 11:30am 

Thursdays    7:15  -   8:45pm 

Sundays   9:15  - 11:45am 
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Katrina Morton ‘at your 

service’ with one of the 

club’s new waste 

management bins in 

the foreground 
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 Training Times 

OBEDIENCE Wednesday Thursday Sunday Competition Day 

Kindi 10:00am 7:30pm 9:30am Fun ’n Games 

Beginners A 10:00am 7:30pm 9:30am Assessed in class 

Beginners B 10:00am 7:30pm 9.30am Assessed in class 

Intermediate 10:00am 7:30pm 10:30am Sunday  10:00am 

Advanced 10:00am 7:30pm 10:30am Sunday  10:00am 

Transition 10:00am 7:30pm 10:30am Sunday  10:00am 

TRIALLING STREAM Wednesday Thursday Sunday Competition Day 

CCD & Novice (CD) 11:00am Check with Office             10.30am 
 

Check noticeboard 

in clubhouse. 
Open (CDX) 11:00am Check with Office  

Utility (UD) & UDX Check with Office 

COMPANION STREAM Wednesday Thursday Sunday Competition Day 

Primary & Secondary 10:00am N/A 10:30am Sunday  10:00am 

RALLY-O STREAM Wednesday Thursday Sunday Competition Day 

All levels 10.00am 7.30pm Peer support N/A 

Please confirm times for Rally-O with the Office 

NOTE:  Instructors are only provided for the Open and Companion classes if handler numbers warrant.   

  

            Off-lead exercise is only available in the Back Paddock and Bore Paddock during  

Obedience and Rally-O class times. Off-lead etiquette MUST be observed.  

AGILITY Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

Beginners _ _ _ 

Intermediate _ _ 6:45pm - 8:15pm 

Advanced 6:45pm - 8:15pm _ 6:45pm - 8:15pm 

Novice 6:45pm - 8:15pm _ _ 

Excellent _ 6:45pm - 8:15pm _ 

Masters _ 6:45pm - 8:15pm _ 

FLYBALL Sunday           Wednesday 

Beginners & 

Technique Training 
3:00pm - 5:00pm                   _ 

Competition Training _ Evenings prior to Competitions 

NOTE:  FLYBALL classes are held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks.  

            AGILITY classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5) 

DANCES WITH DOGS Wednesday  

All levels 6.30-8.00pm  

NOTE:  DWD classes are held in the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground, not at CDC grounds. 
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 Club Activities 

BASIC TRAINING 

The club offers training classes for all breeds 

and ages of dogs in basic good manners. 

These classes will help you understand dog 

behaviour and will teach you how to train your 

dog to be a well-behaved companion. The 

focus is on teaching practical skills such as 

walking on lead without pulling; to sit, drop and 

stand; to sit quietly for pats; to come when 

called; to wait for dinner; and to socialize 

appropriately with dogs and people. 

The club teaches through positive 

reinforcement. That means that you show your 

dog what behaviour you want it to produce 

and you reward it for doing so. The dog soon 

learns that if it repeats the behaviour it will be 

rewarded and so the learning cycle begins. 

Dogs may attend classes from three months of 

age, provided they have been fully immunized.  

You will need to ring up to book your dog in 

(see office contact details on page 4). You 

should do this several weeks in advance of your 

desired entry date to ensure that you will get a 

place. Dates for the next course can be found 

in the Calendar (see page 49). 

DOGS-AS-THERAPY 

Members and their dogs visit nursing homes to 

provide pet therapy for the residents. If you 

have a dog that is people and dog friendly 

and isn’t fazed by noise and movement this 

activity might be for you. 

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB 

Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials 

(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high 

degree of handler-dog team work and 

precision over a range of exercises at different 

levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork, 

retrieving, scent work, directions from a 

distance and stays. Dogs must have passed the 

Transition level of basic training at the club to 

be admitted to the entry-level trialling class. 

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach 

your dog to negotiate different obstacles such 

as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog 

walks and weave poles.  Once you have 

gained some basic skills, the challenge is to 

learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one 

obstacle to another on a course, and the 

courses change each time so that you and 

your dog are constantly being challenged to 

improve your skills. 

Dogs must be: 

 at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; 

 physically sound and not overweight; and 

 under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities (however no minimum basic 

training level is required). 

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles, 

release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their 

handler over the hurdles.  It is a fast and furious 

team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy.  

Dogs must be: 

 at least 12 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; 

 physically sound and not overweight; and 

 under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities (however no minimum basic 

training level is required). 

Dances with Dogs – In this dog sport handlers 

take obedience skills to a new level by 

performing routines to music with their dogs. All 

you need to get involved is a love of music, the 

desire to have a great time with your dog and 

a commitment to reward-based training. DWD 

is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of 

all breeds, sizes and ages.  

Rally-O –  Rally-O is an obedience competition 

that requires the handler and dog team to 

negotiate a course at heel and perform various 

manoeuvres such as sits, downs, stands, stays 

and various turns. Handlers are able to praise 

their dog while it is working. Dogs must have 

passed the Advanced level of basic training to 

participate in Rally-O classes. 

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports 

involves the dog following a scent trail left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted 

during the cooler months due to the risk of 

snakes. The club provides an information 

session in autumn and organizes ‘peer-support’ 

training to help members get started. 

For more information on any of these activities 

refer to the relevant contacts on page 2 or 

leave your name at the club office. 

Costs may apply. 

Have a comment or idea you’d 

like to share? 

Email  

contact@actcdc.org.au  
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     Calendar of Events 2016 
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* Not held on club grounds / TBC - To be confirmed 

See www.actcdc.org.au/new/calendar.htm  for the full 2016 calendar 

 MAY Wed 25 Session 3 agility intake assessment (evening) / Agility Nationals SA 2016 

commence (in Adelaide - see www.agilitynationals2016.com.au/ )* 

  Sun 29* COMPETITION DAY (Week 8 of session 2) / Agility Nationals SA 2016 

conclude 

  Mon 30  Session 3 agility classes start 

  Tues 31 Session 3 agility classes start 

JUNE Wed 1 Session 3 obedience training classes start /  Session 3 agility classes start 

  Thurs 2 Session 3 obedience training classes start 

  Sun 5 Session 3 obedience training classes start 

 Tues 7 Committee meeting – clubhouse (postponed from 31 May) 

  Wed 8 Queen’s birthday break – No obedience training classes 

  Thurs 9 Queen’s birthday break – No obedience training classes / Obedience 

Trialling seminar (pm) 

  Sat 11 CDC Agility Jumping and Games Trial 

  Sun 12 Queen’s birthday break – No obedience training classes / CDC Agility 

Jumping and Games Trial 

  Mon 13 Queen’s birthday  

  Sat 18 CDC Double Rally-O and Obedience Trial 

  Mon 20*  Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Ribbon Agility Trial (evening) 

  Sun 26* Endurance Test at EPIC (TBC) 

  Tues 28 Committee meeting – clubhouse  

JULY Fri 1* Advance International Dog Show and Trial Extravaganza at EPIC (including 

dog sports) 

  

Sat 2* ACT School holidays start / Advance International Dog Show and Trial 

Extravaganza at EPIC (including dog sports) 

  Sun 3* Advance International Dog Show and Trial Extravaganza at EPIC (including 

dog sports) 

  Sat 9* Queanbeyan & District Dog Training Club Obedience Trial 

  Fri 15 Clubhouse and grounds closed - spraying  

  Sat 16 Winter working bee - please come along and help 

  Sun 17 ACT School holidays end 

  Mon 18 ACT School Term 3 starts 

  Tues 26 Committee meeting – clubhouse / Notice of Annual General Meeting 

posted in the clubhouse and advertised in the press / Closing date for 

nomination of honorary life members (for consideration at AGM on 

recommendation of Committee or nomination of members) 

  Wed 27 Session 4 agility intake assessment (evening) 

  Sat 30 A Pooch Affair - Doggie Day Out at EPIC 

  Sun 31 COMPETITION DAY (Week 8 of session 3) 

AUGUST Mon 1  Session 4 agility classes start 

  

Tues 2  Session 4 agility classes start / Closing date for written notices of motion to 

be submitted to Secretary for tabling at the Annual General Meeting (other 

motions may be presented at the AGM with the resolution of the meeting) 

  Wed 3 Session 4 obedience training classes start  / Session 4 agility classes start 

  Thurs 4 Session 4 obedience training classes start 

  Sat 6* Tuggeranong Dog Training Club Agility Jumping and Games Trial 

  Sun 7 Session 4 obedience training classes start 

http://www.actcdc.org.au/new/calendar.htm
http://www.agilitynationals2016.com.au/
http://dogsact.org.au/event/advance-international-dog-weekend/
http://dogsact.org.au/event/advance-international-dog-weekend/
http://dogsact.org.au/event/advance-international-dog-weekend/
http://dogsact.org.au/event/advance-international-dog-weekend/
http://www.apoochaffair.com.au/


 

Off-lead exercise at our Club 
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 Play safe - use common 

sense in the off-lead 

areas. 

Always ask permission to 

go in if the area is 

already occupied. 

  Enter on lead and 

remove the lead while 

your dog is sitting. 

  Move well away from 

the gate to avoid 

crowding. 

  Keep moving to 

minimise tension and 

scuffles between dogs. 

  Stay alert and keep an 

eye on your dog. 

  Always reward your 

dog for coming to you. 

  Avoid using balls and 

other toys if the area is 

crowded or dogs 

become excited. 

  Leave immediately if 

your dog becomes 

anxious, or is annoying 

or aggressive towards 

other dogs. 

  Limit your time to 15 

minutes if other 

members are waiting to 

use the area. 

  Always clean up after 

your dog. 
 

 

The obedience and 

agility rings are not to 

be used for off-leash 

exercise at any time, 

nor are you permitted to 

walk your dogs through 

these areas because 

you don’t want to put 

your dog on a lead to 

walk down the path. 

Always read and follow the club’s rules for using the off-lead areas. 

You MUST follow the directions of club officials when asked. 

Bitches in season are not permitted on the club grounds 

at any time.  


