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Behaviour is information. If your
dog is not behaving as expected,
he’s giving you valuable
information. Don’t waste it.
facebook.com/4pawsuniversity
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From the Dog Kennel
Editor and President — Anne Robertson
Welcome to the last issue of The Good
Companion for 2020.
This issue contains all the reports tabled at the
Club’s Annual General Meeting in October.
The Club is a volunteer-based not-for-profit
organisation managed by a Main Committee
and supported by six Sub-Committees that coordinate the Club’s various training activities
(see details on page 8). All of the members of
the Club’s management group—as well as the
70 instructors who deliver classes—are
members just like you. Please make a point of
getting to know the Club’s management
group and your instructors and thank them for
their service—they thrive on positive
reinforcement!
After a very disrupted and unsettling year we
will be holding a BYO Christmas Party from
5.30pm on Sunday 6th December (see page
2). Get together with your Club friends and
enjoy a convivial evening relaxing under the
shady trees at the back of the Clubhouse.
There’ll be a DIY barbeque and cold drinks (for
a gold coin donation). There will also be Fancy
Dress and Tricks competitions for handlers and
dogs alike so start planning your outfit and
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keep practising your trick
repertoire so you can dazzle
the judges and take home a
special prize!
Have you ever thought about
joining the Club’s instructor
ranks? Want to find out
more? The Club’s Behaviour Training Subcommittee will be holding an information
evening on Tuesday 8th December for
members who would like to know more about
what is involved (see page 16 for details). If you
enjoy training and want to enhance your skills
and knowledge—while also giving back to the
Club—please come along. The course itself will
commence in February next year.
If you are reading this issue in print, you can
also download it in glorious colour at https://
www.actcdc.org.au/the-goodcompanion.html . Use Adobe Acrobat PDF
viewer for best results.
See you back after the
holiday break—classes
resume in the first week of
February 2021.
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Thanks For Your Contribution
The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time
in Term Four (October-December 2020):
Behaviour Training: Gillian Atkin, Susan Barnard, Stuart Barrow, Oliver Caddick, Kerry Deans, Sophie
Dunstone, Christina Erwin, Barbara Gough, Sharon Haines, Kath Hallam, Linda Harper, Hilarie
Kemp, Rachel McKeever, Heather McPherson, Penny Pardoe-Matthews, Kathleen Plowman,
Lesley Pothan, Anne Robertson, Linda Spinaze, Fiona Straffon, Jess Strain, Jackie Trotter, Cathy
Vaughan, Lizzie Waddell, Juliet Ward, Claire Weekes, Julie Whitmore, Chris Woodgate
Reserves: Dianne Gallasch, Ping Leong, Izabela Lisiecka, Melinda Parrett, Louise Raisin, Jane
Richardson, Leslie Roberts, Jane Rylands
Agility (Session 5): Judith Barlow, Amanda Delaney, Karen Edwards,
Naarilla Hirsch, Pamela Hunt, Denise Iglesias, Steph Windsor
Obedience Trialling and Rally: Vikki Evans, Laraine Frawley, Charlie
Giles, Joanne Hagan, Sue Howie, Cath Perry, Lara Sedgmen, Patricia
Woodman

THANK YOU

Flyball: Cathy Vaughan
Dances With Dogs and Tricks: Raelene Stewart, Hilarie Kemp

— CDC Instructors —
Serving the CDC canine community for more than 60 years!
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The 2021 Dogs of ACT Companion Dog Club calendar had a different look and feel this time
around. This was a result of the Club shutdown and COVID-19 safety requirements which affected
our ability to sell raffle tickets. Our usual raffle for the selection of pin-up pooches was abandoned
and the Club’s Committee made the decision to showcase our numerous sport disciplines instead
of featuring only thirteen raffle winners. Fortunately, due to the wealth of talented dogs that have
participated in our Club sports over the years a wide selection of Club photographs of dogs—past
and present—were available to be featured.
The 2021 calendar could not have been produced without the assistance of the following Club
members who kindly provided access to their portfolio of photographs: Susan Barnard
(Photography by Susan), Maelyn Draper (Maed
Photography), Joanne Hagan (Joanne Hagan
Photography), Carmen Kong and Lara Sedgman.
Images were also selected from the Club’s Good
Companion magazine, from favorite photographs
provided by handlers and by the Club’s sports subcommittees.
A big thank you to Vanessa March for helping to pull
the calendar together.
The calendar has already sold out – but each month
will be featured on the Club’s Facebook page
during 2021.
Do you have ideas for our 2022 calendar? If so,
please share them with the Club’s Committee
(see page 8).
Right: Vanessa March’s Border Collie ‘Charlie’ and his pet
bunny plan their New Year activities using the Club’s
calendar
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About Our Club
The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC),
established in 1958 as the first dog training
Club in the ACT, has an average household
membership of around 800 each year. It is a
non-profit organisation relying mostly on
volunteers to run activities with some
occasional grant assistance. About 70
instructors volunteer their time to conduct
Behaviour Training and dog sport classes in
Agility, Dances With Dogs, Flyball, Obedience
Trialling, Rally, Tracking and Tricks from
February to November each year. The Club also
has a Dogs-As-Therapy group that visits
nursing homes and schools with their dogs for
the enjoyment of the residents and support for
students (currently suspended due to COVID).
While much of the work in maintaining and
running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer
basis we do have some paid help. We have a
paid office manager and junior shop assistant
and the mowing of the grounds is undertaken
by a contractor. The Club caters for disabled
access with paved paths, designated parking
spaces and toilet facilities.

The aims and objectives of the Club are to:
• promote responsible dog ownership and the
general welfare of dogs;
• teach members to train their dogs, of
whatever breed, in dog obedience and other
related canine skills, using motivational
training methods;
• promote participation and training in a range
of dog sports;
• promote and participate in dog training and
other activities associated with dog training;
• support the rights of dog owners, provided
that such ownership is conducted in a
responsible manner;
• actively promote community interaction with
dogs;
• provide facilities necessary or convenient for
its activities;
• promote positive relationships between
owners and dogs; and
• enhance the development of social skills of
dogs.

COMMITTEES 2020-21
President
Senior Vice-President
Junior Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary

Anne Robertson – Work Health and Safety, Behaviour Training Convenor, Magazine
Heather McPherson – Security, ActSmart Recycling , Annual Awards
Rhonda Cameron – Marketing & Promotion
Sharon Haines – Insurance, Grants
Sophie Dunstone – Public Officer

Main Committee
Members

Wendy Hathaway – Obedience Trialling & Rally Liaison
Hilarie Kemp – Grounds
Vanessa March – Social Media, Website, Flyball Convenor
Katrina Morton – Shop, Housekeeping, Maintenance
Lesley Pothan – Dogs-as-Therapy
Maxine Robinson – Tracking & Scent Work Liaison
Linda Spinaze – Agility Convenor
Juliet Ward – Dances with Dogs & Trick Dogs Liaison

Behaviour Training

Convenor Anne Robertson Members Kerry Deans , Sophie Dunstone,
Kath Hallam, Hilarie Kemp, Jess McNamara–Rice, Penny Pardoe-Matthews,
Lesley Pothan, Jackie Trotter, Julie Whitmore

Obedience Trialling &
Rally

Convenor Laraine Frawley Members Judith Barlow, Wendy Hathaway,
Jeanette Johnson, Catherine Perry, Lara Sedgmen, Anne Walkington, Geoff
Woodman, Patricia Woodman

Flyball Training &
Competition

Convenor Vanessa March Members Mick Fordyce, Angharad Lodwick, Cathy
Vaughan

Agility Training &
Trialling

Convenor Linda Spinaze Members Cheyne Fischer, Naarilla Hirsch, Karen Hobson,
Dana Simonsen, Wendy Stewart, Kylie White, Steph Windsor

Dances with Dogs &
Trick Dogs

Convenor TBC Members TBC

Tracking

Convenor Jake Blight Members Joanne Hagan, Sandra Hassett

Instructors’ Library

Karen Haines

PAWS Shop

Jess Charman

Secom Security

1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535
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Have a comment or idea
you’d like to share?
Email
contact@actcdc.org.au
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What’s Coming Up At Our Club ?
Are classes held over December and
January ?
The Club’s regular training classes will finish on
Wednesday 9 December (with the last Agility
class) and start again in the week beginning 1
February 2021.
What events are coming up at the Club?

Our Christmas Party will be held on Sunday 6
December—see the poster on page 2 for more
information.
The Club will then be pretty quiet until the
afternoon Rally trial on Saturday 16 January.
This trial is run under Australian National Kennel
Council rules and enables members to
compete for nationally recognised titles for
their dogs (the equivalent of university
degrees!).
The Club’s COVID-19 Safety Plan will determine
whether members can come and watch this
event. The next version of the Plan is due to be
published in January 2021.
Can I use the Club grounds over the holidays ?
Yes. Financial members may use the grounds
for training and exercise over the break
providing other events are not scheduled. You
may NOT bring visitors (or dogs that are not
listed on your membership) on to the grounds
without permission (see page 50 and 60 for
further information). Please show courtesy to
other Club members who may also be on the
grounds, ensure that your dog does not pose a
nuisance to others, observe Club etiquette for
using the off-leash areas (see page 60) and
always clean up after your dog.

Bring a hat and sunscreen to protect yourself
from the sun, and insect repellent if you train in
the evenings. We may cancel classes if the
weather is extreme – please check the Club’s
public Facebook page for the latest advice.
For safety reasons, thongs, scuffs or other
unsecured footwear are not allowed in any
training classes. Please wear enclosed shoes or
sandals that can be securely fastened.
For further information see our weather policy
on the website at www.actcdc.org.au/filesand-forms.html.
The Club’s dog sports have their own policies
on class cancellations so please check with
your sports instructor about your sport’s class
arrangements due to weather and other
conditions.
Want to keep in touch with the latest activities
at the Club ?
Information is available from:
•
Our website - www.actcdc.org.au
•
Notice boards (inside and outside the
Clubhouse)
•
Your Instructors
•
The Session Manager on the grounds on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays
during Behaviour Training classes
•
The Calendar on page 59
•
Our public Facebook page. You can see
it without being a registered FB user www.facebook.com/
ACTCompaniondogClub

NOTE: The Club grounds will be closed for pest
spraying on 8-9th January. Notices will be
posted.
How should I prepare for classes in summer ?
Your instructor will try to find some shade or
cover to hold your class, and may cut the class
short if the weather is very hot.
Please ensure you and your dog remain
hydrated in the warmer weather (bring a water
bowl for your dog and a bottle of water for
yourself).
The Good Companion | November 2020| Vol 32 | No 4

Page |9

Is Your Membership Due ?
Did you join in Term 4 last year?
If so, your membership is due for renewal *
You can renew online – how easy is that !
Go to the Club’s website at http://www.actcdc.org.au
1.

Download the Membership Renewal form at
http://www.actcdc.org.au/join-the-Club.html

2.

Complete the form and send it back to the Club via e-mail

3.

Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities
Bank BSB:

032 729

Account:

235628

Reference: Use your surname and phone number. Make sure
your reference will easily identify your payment and don’t forget
to keep your receipt.
Of course, you can also renew in person at the Club office during
office hours (see below)
* NOTE: Members whose training was affected by the suspension of classes in Term 2 due
to COVID-19 will be offered a two month extension to their memberships. In order to
renew members are expected to participate regularly in the Club’s training activities as
the Club does not offer ‘grounds use only’ memberships. We do offer a wide variety of
training activities that will enrich your relationship with your dog , provide it with mental
and physical stimulation and enable it to become the best companion it can be. And
there is something for every dog and handler—young and old (see page 54).

Fees (from 1 October 2020)

Contact Us

Joining Fee (household)

$ 90.00

Phone

02 6295 7764

Annual Subscription (household)

$135.00

Post

PO Box 4048, Kingston ACT 2604

Training Fees (per Dog/per Year)
•
Behaviour Training
•
Obedience Trialling & Rally
•
Agility
•
Flyball
•
Dances with Dogs & Tricks
•
Tracking (terms apply)

$ 90.00
$ 90.00
$ 90.00
$ 90.00
$ 90.00
$ 90.00

Web

www.actcdc.org.au

Office

240 Narrabundah Lane,
Symonston ACT 2609

Additional Dog Fee

$ 67.50

Instructors’ Fee

$ 30.00

• Tuesday-Friday 10:00am-2:00pm
• Thursday
6:00pm-9:15pm
• Sunday
9:00am-12:15pm
Office Manager: Marika Mueller
CLOSED MONDAY

Grounds use only membership is NOT offered
Casual Visitors Fee
•
Conditions apply
•
Contact the Club Office

$5.00 – $52.00
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Compliments, suggestions or ideas?
Contact the Club:
Email contact@actcdc.org.au
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Getting to know your Committee
Did you know that the Club is managed by members—just like you—who put themselves forward
to serve on the Club’s Main Committee or one of the Sub-Committees that organise the Club’s
many sports activities. The Main Committee is elected at the Annual General Meeting while
Sub-Committees are drawn from members and instructors who participate in the various sports.
Membership and contact details for the Main Committee and Sub-committees is available on
page 8. Most of the Club’s current Committee were profiled in the November 2019 issue of The
Good Companion (see https://www.actcdc.org.au/uploads/7/0/6/6/70669885/
final_tgc_nov_2019__term_3-4_-revisedlr.pdf). Some of the Committee’s new members provide a
little information about themselves below.
SOPHIE DUNSTONE—SECRETARY
When and why did you join the Club? I first
joined the Club in 2007 with my first Hungarian
Vizsla, Murray. After a long hiatus, I re-joined the
Club in 2018 with my current dog, Elke.
What do you like best about the Club?
Engaging with and learning from like-minded
dog people who are generous about sharing
their knowledge and experience.
What type of dog(s) do you have? A German
Shorthaired Pointer, Elke, and a Hungarian
Vizsla, Otto.
What attracted you to the type of dog(s) or
specific dog(s) that you have? I've always had
a soft spot for gundogs, having grown up with a
Golden Retriever and then meeting a delightful
Hungarian Vizsla at the vet hospital where I
worked as a teenager. I love that Vizslas and
German Shorthaired Pointers want to be close

to you, their verve for life and willingness to
engage and work with you, and all the
challenges (and joys!) that having smart, active
dogs in the family brings.
What Club training activities do you do with
your dog(s)? Elke and I participate in
Behaviour Training classes, Tracking and Scent
Work. As a geriatric dog, Otto enjoys going on
sniff walks and sleeping on my bed for many
hours a day...!
When can members find you at the Club?
Thursday nights when I instruct, Sunday
mornings when Elke and I attend class, and at
various other times for committee meetings,
Scent Work activities and training with friends.
Below left: Sophie and Elke at the 2018 Annual
Awards (Photo: Rachel McKeever)

JULIET WARD—DANCES WITH DOGS & TRICKS
When and why did you join the Club? I first
joined way back in 1993 with an adopted
Rhodesian Ridgeback, Nell (my first purebred
dog, Chilolo Lady Chezza - aka Lazy Cheddar).
She came to me with a couple of behaviour
issues and I needed some help with those so I
joined the Club. Through the Club I met
instructors and other Rhodesian Ridgeback
owners/breeders who helped me to
understand my new friend. Then in about 2000 I
attended with an RSPCA Ridgeback X, Zimba. I
joined again when my current Rhodesian
Ridgeback, Freda, attending ever since.
What do you like best about the Club? I love
the diversity of interests and skills of the people
involved with the Club. There is always
someone who can provide advice, or share
successes with or can give support when I am
discouraged. Also the grounds are beautiful
and can be breathtaking on a misty autumn
morning.
What type of dog(s) do you have? Currently I
have the aforementioned Ridgeback, Freda,
and a Great Dane, Tara (well actually Tara is
my partner’s dog). Other dogs I have shared
my life with are my first dog, James (the family
Cocker Spaniel), Chaos (a Golden Retriever
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Getting to know … continued
from the RSPCA) and Wulfgang (a Gordon
Setter X) as well as spending some time with
rescue Australian Cattle Dogs and a German
Shepherd Dog.
What attracted you to the type of dog(s) or
specific dog(s) that you have? I am attracted
to hounds, I find them to have a refined and
independent nature that I like. My bond with
my first Rhodesian Ridgeback, Nell, was fiercely
strong. I think it was because I struggled so
hard to understand her and give her the best
quality of life that we became so close. She
was also very loyal and protective. I do
appreciate a very short coat because I spend
a lot of time at the South Coast where ticks
can be a problem. But really, I enjoy getting to
know and learning from each new dog - no
matter what the breed/type.
What Club training activities do you do with
your dog(s)? Freda and I are involved with
Dances With Dogs and Tricks. But we have tried
a bit of everything, I didn’t realise until recently
what a variety of activities there are in dog
sports and I have been a bit like a kid in a
candy store, trying a bit of everything.
When can members find you at the Club? I am
usually instructing Behaviour Training classes on
Wednesday mornings and I attend Dances
With Dogs and Tricks classes which are
currently held on Saturdays. I really enjoy
stewarding at trials, if I am not competing, and

I encourage anyone who is interested in a dog
sport to give stewarding a go. It is such a great
learning opportunity and is usually pretty good
fun too.

Above: Juliet and Freda demonstrating one of their tricks (“give me a kiss”) at an unusual training location!
Below: The 2020-21 Committee pose in a socially-distanced manner (L-R) Rhonda Cameron, Hilarie Kemp,
Lesley Pothan, Linda Spinaze, Juliet Ward, Anne Robertson, Vanessa March, Sophie Dunstone, Katrina Morton
and Sharon Haines. Absent: Wendy Hathaway and Maxine Robinson.
Photos supplied by Juliet Ward (above) and Vanessa March (below)
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Oh Behave !
By Jess McNamara-Rice ©

Dogs and toddlers
Jess McNamara-Rice is a Delta Society qualified dog trainer, CDC Agility instructor, and owner
and operator of A.B.C.D.O.G Dog Training. She previously worked for several years as an RSPCA
behavioural trainer. She is a qualified Greenhounds Assessor and holds a Diploma in Advanced
Animal Behaviour. In this occasional series, Jess provides advice on common behavioural issues
using positive reinforcement.
Recently we welcomed our second child. Many
people have asked how my dogs have adjusted to
a new baby. They have actually done really well.
We put in a lot of effort to prepare the dogs before
our first child arrived so they do not seem too
concerned by the presence of a second. In my
situation, and for many, babies and dogs are
actually easier to manage than children –
especially toddlers and dogs.
Before becoming a parent I was substantially more
judgmental of anyone whose child was bitten by
their family dog. It was easy to say they should have
been supervising or the child must have done
something to provoke the dog. I now know better!
I have two dogs. Neither have ever been put into a
position where they have felt the need to bite and
hopefully never will. This lack of bite history does not
make them bomb-proof. In the last three years we
have added two small humans to the family, I have
a three year old toddler and a young baby. The
other change is my dogs’ health. One of my dogs is
13 years old. She has always been a very gentle
dog. In her youth I would take her for education
visits to primary schools and nursing homes. To me she is perfect. However at 13 years old she is
now going blind and deaf and is already arthritic. She startles easily and will often wake up stiff.
She is likely to now feel more vulnerable than she would have when she was younger. Although
she has not shown any level of aggression towards my children, I would be naïve to say she would
not – especially towards my three year old who just loves the dogs so much. So, what do parents
need to think about to prevent causing stress to their dogs and potentially a bite?
Supervision – We have this drilled into us as parents, you always supervise the children and dog. It
is the most important factor in preventing bites. However this doesn't always prevent bites and it
can actually be really hard to do. My dogs are family members, I enjoy them being around us and
they spend most of the day inside. The chaos children bring with them does mean situations can
happen suddenly and your level of supervision may change. For example, I might be supervising
my dog and children when my baby throws up everywhere. All of a sudden I’m trying to clean up
vomit, hold a crying baby and not have my dog and toddler walk through the vomit. In these
moments my attention on my toddler and dog slips and my stress levels rise.
There are also different levels of supervision. Actively supervising an interaction between a dog
and child is very different to everyone being in the kitchen while I'm cooking and ‘supervising’ at
the same time.
Supervision is also not bomb-proof as parents may be supervising a completely inappropriate
interaction. Think of all those ‘cute’ photos of children climbing on dogs. The parents who took
those photos were supervising. A situation I have encountered a number of times is dog owners
The Good Companion | November 2020| Vol 32 | No 4
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Dogs and toddlers … continued

who insist on holding a dog still for a child to touch. In this situation the dog may not bite, but that
may simply be that the dog has ‘shut down’ under stress. These situations can be resolved by
education for the adult.
Management – As a trainer, management is nearly always part of a behaviour modification plan.
As a parent and dog owner it is your best friend.
If a dog is not given the opportunity to avoid a situation, the risk will increase dramatically. Look at
your space. Identify areas where your dog may not be able to escape the child if needed. These
may be small rooms, behind furniture, in corners etc. Manage these areas.
Give your dog their own, child-free space. This space will depend on your dog’s size and your
space. For our dogs it is our bedroom. If the dogs needs a break, our child is particularly excited or
we have other children visiting, our dogs goes into our bedroom (where they have the choice of
several beds). Our older dog has also chosen her own space. If she is stressed she will take herself
off to under a desk, where we do not allow our toddler to approach. The important thing here is to
not just shut your dog away all the time. Do not isolate your dog for long periods. Baby gates are a
parent’s best friend! They can allow the dog to still be socially involved but physically separated
from the child. Our dogs can still see and hear us through the gate but can choose how close
they are to it (and the child on the other side). Baby gates come in a variety of sizes so you can
block off bedrooms, loungerooms or wherever you don't want the dog and child to be.
Education and rules – Before I was a parent, I would naïvely say things like “just teach the child to
be gentle" (I can sense other parents laughing at this). It is not that simple. With my oldest child
from the beginning we have been instilling the importance of gentleness, giving the dog space,
not touching the dog while she is eating, sleeping or over-simulated. However children are
impulsive, emotional and often not rational. One moment they can be playing quietly, the next
they might be screaming because you gave them the red cup when the wanted the blue. Things
The Good Companion | November 2020| Vol 32 | No 4

Page | 14

Dogs and toddlers … continued
happen. These types of rules are important but again are not bomb-proof. Keep rules simple and
make sure you model them. If the child is not to touch the dog on her bed, don’t touch the dog
on her bed in front of the child. Visual aids may help. Use tape on the floor to draw a ‘no go’ zone
around the dog’s bed. There are a number of children’s books about being gentle and respectful
towards animals. Puppy tales (2018) by Steve Goodall is a favourite. Jennifer Shyrock’s website
https://www.familypaws.com/ has fantastic resources for both children and parents.
Adults also need to educate themselves. They need to be able to identify displacements
behaviours (1) and learn about trigger stacking (2).
Finally, think ahead. If you know family are coming to visit, prepare enrichment such as Kongs or
treats ball and be ready to give them to your dog in its safe area. If you know a thunderstorm is
imminent be prepared to keep the children and dog separated and help the dog decompress
after. How you help the dog do this will very much depend on your dog. Some dogs like massage,
some won’t want to be touched. Most dogs enjoy calm sniffing exercises. Make sure they get
plenty of sleep. Just like us poor sleep can very much affect our dogs’ anxiety.
I would also add – to non-parents – please don’t judge. As the parent of small children I live in a
constant state of sleep deprivation. Mistakes and poor judgement will happen!
If you would like more information on setting your dog and child up for a successful relationship
please don’t hesitate to contact me a.b.c.d.o.g@outlook.com.
END NOTES
1.
Displacement behaviours are ‘normal’ behaviours out of context. They are the dog’s way of showing
that they are uncomfortable about a situation. They may be very subtle like a lip lick or yawn.
2.
Trigger-stacking occurs when several stressors happen close together. Although an individual stressor
may not usually cause the dog to have a strong reaction, when the stressors pile on top of each other the
dog may eventually ‘over-react’ to an otherwise innocuous event.

XMAS BREAK
Term 4 classes end on
Sunday 6 December

Set yourself a reminder—
your dog is relying on you!
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Term 1 classes start
after the school holidays on
Wednesday 3rd February
Thursday 4th February
Sunday 7th February
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The Club’s training ethos
At its September meeting the Club’s Main Committee endorsed a Training Ethos statement for the
Club. While the Club adopted motivational (positive reinforcement) training principles in 1999 it
has not formally articulated it training philosophy since the drafting of the 2008 Instructors Manual
(which, at the time, guided all Club instructors). Since that time, the Club’s sports disciplines have
expanded and various sports also conduct their own instructor training programs, rather than
requiring prospective instructors to ‘start’ in the Club’s general instructor program. Beyond the
Club, there have also been advances in understanding of dog cognition and learning theory (as
it applies to training and behaviour modification). Both these factors warranted a re-articulation
of the Club’s training ethos.
The new training ethos applies to all Club members and all of the Club’s activities.
Please read it so that you are aware of the Club’s approach to training and the priority that we
place on the welfare of the dogs who attend the Club’s many training activities.
If you feel that the Club’s ethos is not being upheld please talk with your instructor or bring your
concern to the attention of the relevant Sub-committee convenor or a member of the Club’s
Main Committee (see page 8). All photos for this article by Susan Barnard.
The Club’s training programs – regardless of the
activity being taught – are undertaken using
rewards-based, force-free training methods
which are consistent with contemporary
developments in behavioural science and
learning theory.
As well, it is now understood that dogs are
emotive and sentient beings deserving of
training that is sensitive to their needs, respects
their personality and builds confidence and
optimism.
OUR VISION—To enhance the lives of all dogs by
building and strengthening the bond between a
dog and its human companions (1)
OUR MISSION—To promote responsible dog
ownership and the general welfare of dogs in
the Canberra Region through training (2)
OUR TRAINING PRINCIPLES—In achieving the
Club’s vision and mission, our training philosophy
and practice takes a holistic view of the dog
and its individual needs.
1.
•

•
•
•
2.
•
•

Do no harm
The welfare of each dog is our priority.
Where a member’s training goals are in
conflict with – or compromise – the dog’s welfare, the Club and its instructors will always
advocate for the welfare of the dog.
We do not condone any treatment that is physically or mentally cruel or abusive.
Our approach considers and optimises the physical, emotional and environmental
well‑being of each dog.
We aspire to treat each dog with respect and awareness of its individual nature,
preferences, abilities and needs.
A force-free approach
We use rewards-based, force-free training methods and equipment.
We do not use pain, fear, physical force, physical moulding (or manipulation), verbal
intimidation or compulsion in training classes or in the treatment of dogs on the grounds at
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•
•
•

any time.
As the Club’s ambassadors our instructors will always advocate the use of rewards‑based
force-free training methods and equipment.
We focus on helping Club members to positively reinforce desired behaviours and to always
encourage members to consider what they want their dog to do (not what they want it to
stop doing) as this will help them to identify what to train and reinforce.
Where our instructors are qualified (3) to advise individual members on abnormal behaviour,
we adopt the least intrusive and most effective management strategies, modification
programs and training protocols necessary to change the problematic behaviour. These
protocols are consistent with the approaches set out in the Humane Hierarchy supported by
the International Association of Animal Behaviour Consultants. (4)

OUR TRAINING PRACTICES
1.

Training classes

•

Dogs in a class will have a wide range of temperaments and behavioural challenges. The
Club recognises that not all dogs are suited to a class environment and decisions regarding
a dog’s participation in a group class will
be based on the best interest of the dog’s
well-being. Where a dog is deemed
unsuitable for group classes, alternative
options for support – consistent with the
Club’s rewards-based, force-free ethos –
will be provided to the handler.
•
The number of dogs in a class will be
determined by the skill level of the handler
and dog teams, and the experience of
the instructor.
•
Class numbers for handler and dog
teams new to an activity will be limited to
up to 8 teams per instructor for Behaviour
Training classes and up to 10 teams per
instructor for other activities.
2.

Training programs

Training programs delivered by the Club –
regardless of the activity or exercises
being taught – are inclusive of the
following ideals that encourage
awareness of humane science-based
training techniques and why they should
be employed.

•

Encourage responsible pet ownership – the dog’s basic needs for physical exercise, mental
stimulation and cooperative care must be met.
Demonstrate an understanding of how dogs learn – through associations, antecedents and
consequences.
Demonstrate an understanding of dog body language – reading and listening to a dog’s
body language.
Serve to strengthen the relationship between handler and dog – empathy and kindness in
training a dog.
Provide appropriate socialisation opportunities – building confident and resilient dogs.

3.

Training equipment

•
•
•

•

There is a wide variety of equipment and tools available to train dogs. The safety of the dog and
handler is paramount. Equipment accepted at the Club aligns with its principles of no fear, no
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force and no pain. The use of equipment that is designed to apply constriction, pressure, pain or
force around a dog’s neck are not allowed to be used in classes or on the grounds.
Acceptable equipment
The following equipment is considered acceptable if it is used as designed and intended, and not
used in a manner that will cause psychological or physical pain or harm to the dog.
•

•

A standard (fixed, snap-on or buckle) collar or martingale (ie limited slip or half-slip) collar
appropriate to the size and strength of the dog and adjusted correctly. Note: Martingale
collars must be fitted correctly so that they sit snugly around the dog’s neck without any
constriction when tension is applied.
A fabric or leather lead of a gauge appropriate to the size and strength of the dog – with a
single or double clip.

The following equipment is acceptable for use in Behaviour Training classes but may not be
permitted in dog sport training classes.
•
A front-connecting harness
or a double-attach (front and
back-connecting) harness –
preferably used in conjunction
with a double-ended lead.
•
Back-attach harness
designed for walking (especially
good for young puppies and
brachycephalic – flat-faced snub
nosed – breeds, and also used for
Tracking).
•
Head halters can be used
subject to discussion with a Club
instructor. Many dogs find this
type of equipment uncomfortable
and it can adversely affect their
behaviour. (5)
•
Basket-style muzzles
designed to prevent bites while
allowing a dog to pant, eat and
drink may be used as a safety
measure to enable particular
dogs with a bite history to
participate in group classes. (6)
Unacceptable equipment
The following equipment is not considered acceptable for use in training classes or on the Club
grounds as they are not consistent with the Club’s training principles.
•
•
•
•

•

Shock or electronic collars
Prong or pinch collars
Choke (or ‘check’) chains
Unlimited slip collars or combined unlimited slip collars and leads regardless of the material
they are made from (eg fabric, leather) with the exception of all-in-one slip fabric collars
and leads used in Agility classes to enable the handler to quickly apply/remove the
equipment on their dog between course runs. (7) In these circumstances the equipment
must never be used in a manner that applies force or constriction to the dog’s neck.
‘Pet correction’ devices used to ‘startle’ or ‘interrupt’ unwanted behaviour such as throw
chains, rattle bottles, citronella collars, spray bottles, ‘no bark’ muzzles and air horns.
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The following equipment is NOT acceptable in Behaviour Training classes or on the grounds during
Behaviour Training sessions because of safety issues.
•

Retractable (or ‘flexi’) leads and bungee-style (stretchy or elasticised) leads.

The following equipment is NOT acceptable in Behaviour Training classes because of safety issues.
•

Car harnesses designed to restrict the movement of a dog while in a car (unless the harness
is also designed for walking purposes).

FURTHER INFORMATION

Pet Professional Guild Australia:
•
Position Statement on The Use of Shock In Animal Training – see https://
www.ppgaustralia.net.au/shockcollars
•
Position Statement on the Use of Choke and Prong Collars – see https://
www.ppgaustralia.net.au/chokeandprongcollarpositionstatement
•
Position Statement on the Use of Pet Correction Devices – see https://
www.ppgaustralia.net.au/Statement-on-the-Use-of-Pet-Correction-Devices
Australian Veterinary Association:
•
Statement of Principles – see https://www.ava.com.au/policy-advocacy/policies
•
Reward-Based Training – A Guide for Dog Trainers – see https://www.ava.com.au/siteassets/
policy-and-advocacy/policies/animal-welfare-principles-and-philosophy/reward-basedtraining-brochure-web.pdf
International Association of Animal Behavior Consultants
•
Position Statement on Regulation in Animal Training and Behavior – see https://m.iaabc.org/
about/position-statements/regulation/
•
IAABC Statement on LIMA – see https://m.iaabc.org/about/lima/
ENDNOTES
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.

From ACT Companion Dog Club’s Strategic Management Plan 2018-2021
From ACT Companion Dog Club’s Strategic Management Plan 2018-2021
Instructors that have completed a Certificate IV in Companion Animal Services or equivalent.
The overwhelming majority of behaviour problems can be prevented or resolved with one or more
strategies represented in Levels 1–4 of the Humane Hierarchy (ie arranging distant and immediate
antecedents, positive reinforcement and differential reinforcement of alternative behaviours). For
further information on the Humane Hierarchy see https://m.iaabc.org/about/lima/hierarchy/. For a
more extensive development of the Humane Hierarchy see James O’Heare’s The least intrusive
effective behavior intervention (LIEBI) algorithm and levels of intrusiveness table: a proposed best
practices model. Version 5.0 at https://www.oebdh.at/images/stories/Rechtliches/Liebi_Methode.pdf
and James O’Heare’s Minimally Aversive Contingency Management Planning Policy (2016), see
https://www.associationofanimalbehaviorprofessionals.com/journal
It is important to condition a positive emotional response to a halter when first introducing it to a dog.
It is important to condition a positive emotional response to a muzzle when first introducing it to a dog.
It is noted that the Australian National Kennel Council’s Rules for the conduct of Obedience Trials
allows competitors to use ‘slip collars’ on their dogs during sanctioned trials. These events are
conducted under the auspices of Dogs ACT and the ANKC’s Rules take precedence at these times.
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ACT Companion Dog Club Inc

Annual General Meeting

The Year in Review
2019-20
The Club held its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 20 October at the Hellenic Club of
Canberra in Phillip. Thirty one members attended with twelve apologies. The Club’s AGM is
normally held in mid-August but was postponed until October in accordance with extensions of
time granted to incorporated associations by the ACT Government’s Registrar-General due to the
COVID-19 public health emergency. Reports tabled at the meeting are provided below. The full
financial statement for the year ended 30 June 2020 is available on request from the Club's office.

Acting President’s Report
By Anne Robertson (Life Member) ©
The Club’s guiding ethos is to ‘do no harm’ – and as such we do not condone the use of
punishment to change behaviours we do not like. While we apply this ethos to the welfare of our
dogs, every so often we fail to uphold this ethos in our interactions with each other.
And so it was at last year’s Annual General Meeting. It came as a sharp shock to most members
of the 2018-19 Committee to find themselves facing a hostile election in 2019 – and for those
Committee members who had served and renominated in good faith to be punished through the
blunt instrument of the ballot box.
One of the features of punishment is that those using this tactic often feel reinforced by their
actions because the desired change occurs – and this was certainly palpable after last year’s
election. Members seeking changes to the Committee were clearly elated at the narrowly-won
election outcome for their candidates while those Committee members who had been punished
through this process – directly and indirectly – felt deeply hurt and confused about what had
motivated such action as the concerns raised in the written statements tendered by the
contesting candidates had not been previously brought to the Committee’s attention through the
available channels.
There are better, more constructive and kinder ways of seeking change while respecting the
Club’s past, the diversity of its current operations and the different passions we each bring to the
Club. Our Club is greater than the sum of its parts and its training activities now serve many
different interests (as reflected in the ‘word cloud’ on the next page). As a consequence, the
Club’s management is also much more complex. And, ironically, although we have – and use –
more channels to communicate with members, communication remains an area of contention.

Eight weeks after last year’s AGM, the newly-elected President Rowan McKeever resigned from
the Committee without explanation, immediately followed by new Committee member Nikki
Fallon, who had also been elected at the AGM. Both attended only one meeting of the new
Committee before their resignations.
As Senior Vice-President, and with the support of the remaining Committee, I assumed the role of
Acting President in October 2019. The Committee then embarked on a series of structured face-to
-face discussions with the Club’s Sub-Committees in November and December to explore the
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differing views exposed by the contested
Annual General Meeting with the aim of
fostering better communication and
understanding. I would like to acknowledge
the professional guidance that Club member
Julie Whitmore provided during this difficult
process.
While this process was in train, I sought the
views of the Club’s dog sports Sub-Committees
about the Club’s Behaviour Training program
and its relationship to the Club’s dog sport
activities, as this had been raised as an election
issue at the AGM. It took some time to receive
feedback, but by the end of June this year all
Sub-Committees had responded. With respect
to entry level requirements, Flyball, Dances With
Dogs & Tricks and Obedience Trialling & Rally
nominated successful completion of Level 2
(Consolidation) – or equivalent competencies –
as the entry level requirement for their sports
(unless handlers have had prior experience in a
given sport) while Agility and Tracking elected
not to specify any participation in the
Behaviour Training program as a prerequisite
for their sports. These decisions were the
prerogative of each of the sports SubCommittees and now provide a clearer path
for the Behaviour Training Sub-Committee to
refine the Club’s Behaviour Training program.
The Club’s Rules for Sub-Committees (2018) set
out the autonomy that each Sub-Committee
has with respect to the management of the
Club’s various training activities. The Rules also
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set out the communication and consultation
mechanisms that have been put in place
between the Sub-Committees and Main
Committee to ensure accountability on both
sides. The Club can only function effectively
and harmoniously if the Sub-Committees and
Main Committee use these communication
and consultation mechanisms in good faith. I
am optimistic that this is now occurring. This is
reflected not only in the Sub-Committee reports
being regularly tabled at the monthly
Committee meetings but also in the level of
engagement that is occurring in the
development and revision of various Club-wide
policy documents and other initiatives by the
Committee. The Club needs the active
engagement of Sub-Committees – and the
instructors and members they represent. And
instructors and members need to be aware
that these management structures and
communication pathways exist for their benefit.
Since last year’s AGM the Main Committee has
also reinstated the circulation of Committee
Notes to instructors, Sub-Committee members
and Life Members – summarising matters
discussed at each monthly Committee
meeting – and these Notes are also published
in the quarterly Good Companion magazine
available to all members. These Notes reflect
the wide range of matters that are considered
and addressed by the Club’s Main Committee,
with the support of its six Sub-Committees, to
keep the Club running. I encourage everyone
to read these notes to stay informed about the
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Club’s operations – and to raise any questions
or concerns with the relevant Sub-Committee
or Main Committee representatives to prevent
misunderstandings and, of course, to
contribute ideas.
The arrival of COVID-19 in mid-March
presented additional challenges to the Club’s
Main Committee as it grappled with conflicting
information from Dogs ACT (only some of which
was in the public domain) and its own work
health and safety responsibilities and service
obligations to members. There were strong
views on how the Club should respond and
some members chose to air these views
publicly on social media rather than working
through the Club’s internal mechanisms to
reach consensus. This was disheartening,
inappropriate and unhelpful. The Committee
reached consensus on its response within 48
hours and immediately suspended all Club
activities from 19 March until the end of April.
This was subsequently extended until the end of
June in response to the ACT Government’s
emergency directions.
Two Committee members – the Obedience
Trialling and Rally Convenor Jeanette Johnson
and newly-elected Secretary Carmen Kong –
resigned in the midst of the Committee’s initial
deliberations on its response to COVID-19.
These two vacancies were subsequently filled
by Wendy Hathaway (as the Obedience
Trialling and Rally Sub-Committee’s nominee)
and Sophie Dunstone (as Secretary). I wish to
thank Wendy and Sophie for coming on to the
Committee under the challenging
circumstances created by COVID-19.
Of course, COVID-19 has had a significant

The Good Companion | November 2020| Vol 32 | No 4

impact on the Club’s operations – in terms of
training services, trialling activities, public
outreach and revenue. The Club has been very
fortunate to receive government support
through the JobKeeper program and the
Australian Taxation Office’s cash flow boost
payments. Treasurer and Certified Practising
Accountant (CPA) Sharon Haines provides
further information about the Club’s financial
affairs in her report (see page 24). The Club has
been very fortunate to have had Sharon at the
helm during the COVID-19 emergency. She has
provided the Committee with clear monthly
reports on the Club’s financial position,
monitored and applied for government support
packages, identified grant funding
opportunities, and helped reduce expenditure
on services that we did not require during the
suspension of Club activities.
Despite the disruption caused by Committee
resignations and COVID-19 during the reporting
year, the Committee has made significant
progress in the following areas for the Club. It
has:
•
Researched and acquired a new
membership management system (Dog
Biz Pro)
•
Initiated a professional redesign of the
Club’s website in conjunction with the
integration of the Club’s new
membership management system to
ensure a seamless experience for users (in
progress)
•
Conducted a comprehensive revision of
the Club’s work health and safety
framework (completed September 2020)
•
Renewed the Club’s insurance policies
covering volunteer workers, association
liability, public liability and property
•
Renegotiated the Club’s contract with
Complete Turf and Landscaping to
maintain the Club’s grounds (including
mowing, over-sowing, and weed
management)
•
Developed grant submissions to (i) cover
the replacement of air-conditioners in the
kitchen and library room and (ii) the
purchase and installation of an additional
shipping container to improve storage
facilities (with funding for the latter
announced in October 2020)
•
Amended the Club’s Financial policy to
improve transparency
•
Approved a clearer fee structure for
Tracking and participation in Dogs-AsTherapy given the different nature of
these activities compared to the Club’s
other training programs
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•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•

Adopted a clearer statement for
prospective and existing members
regarding grounds use and codified this
as a new Club Rule to affirm the Club’s
primary purpose of promoting
participation in a range of training
activities including dog sports.
Supported the introduction of a new
Australian National Kennel Council dog
sport, Trick Dog, at the Club
Initiated a review of the Club’s social
media framework (completed in October
2020)
Adopted a new policy and guidelines
regarding the impact of weather and
other environmental conditions on the
conduct of Behaviour Training classes
Upgraded and extended the Club’s
existing public address system to enable
wired and wireless functionality
Initiated a review of the Rules for the
Conduct of Elections for Committee
(completed in September 2020) to
enable members attending the Annual
General Meeting to question candidates
contesting positions (among other
procedural changes)
Funded repairs to the Club’s fencing to
improve safety
Acquired and installed new outdoor
furniture for the enjoyment of members

Significantly, the Main Committee and SubCommittees have worked together as COVID19 public health measures have eased to
ensure we deliver a consistent message to all
Club members about the resumption of Club
activities. This has included regularly
communicating with members about the
impact of COVID-19 on the Club’s operation
via a series of ‘Questions and Answers on
COVID-19 arrangements’ on the Club’s website
and co-operatively developing and
periodically updating the Club’s COVID-19
Safety Plan to enable the resumption of Club
activities on a staged basis.
The Sub-Committee and portfolio reports
tabled at the AGM ( and in this issue of the
magazine) provide further information about
the many activities and achievements of the
Club from 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020.
2019-20 was a tough year on several fronts but
with the staged resumption of training activities
from late June the Club is now bouncing back
through the collective efforts of our 70
volunteer instructors, our 50 volunteer Subcommittee and Committee members (many of
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whom are also instructors) and our paid
employees – Office Manager Marika Mueller
and Shop Assistant Jess Charman.
In closing I would like to personally thank my
fellow Committee members who have shown
great resilience to get through this very difficult
year:
•
Heather McPherson (Life Member) –
Junior Vice-President
•
Sharon Haines – Treasurer
•
Sophie Dunstone – Secretary (from 31
March 2020)
•
Rhonda Cameron – Marketing &
Promotion; Flyball Liaison
•
Wendy Hathaway – Obedience Trialling
and Rally Obedience Liaison (from 27
March 2020)
•
Hilarie Kemp – Grounds; Tracking and
Nosework Liaison
•
Vanessa March – Social Media; Website
•
Katrina Morton (Life Member) – Shop;
Housekeeping; Maintenance
•
Lesley Pothan (Life Member) – Dogs As
Therapy; COVID-19 Safety Plan
•
Linda Spinaze (Life Member) – Agility
Convenor
I would also like to acknowledge the
contribution of the Sub-Committee Convenors
who have supported the Main Committee this
year:
•
Laraine Frawley (Life Member) –
Obedience Trialling and Rally
•
Jerry Lee – Flyball
•
Raelene Stewart – Dances With Dogs and
Trick Dog
•
Jake Blight (Life Member) – Tracking

Treasurer’s Report
By Sharon Haines
The Club ended the financial year with a profit
of $142 before depreciation and a loss of
$30,923 after depreciation compared to a loss
of $27,842 after depreciation the previous year.
Income was $28,194 or 15% lower in the past
financial year compared to the previous year.
The decrease in income was mainly due to the
reduction in membership income ($14,533) and
events income ($22,400) due to the COVID-19
pandemic which halted all Club training and
events from 19 March 2020. The reduction in
income was offset by the Commonwealth
Government’s subsidies for Jobkeeper and the
Cash Flow Boost totalling $20,500. These
subsidies were directed to helping not-for profit
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organisations to stay afloat and retain staff
during the pandemic. The subsidy income
meant that the Club did not need to draw on
its cash reserves during the financial year.
Expenditure excluding depreciation decreased
by $25,060 or 14% compared to the previous
financial year, with the Club reducing or halting
some services during the training hiatus.

Junior Vice-President’s Report
By Heather McPherson
Through fabulous fundraising efforts primarily
from Bunnings Majura Park sausage sizzles we
were able to purchase three new aluminium
outdoor settings just in time for the 2019
Christmas party. We installed more diamond
grid matting around dog water bowls in the
Narrabundah and Flyball paddocks and at the
entry to the Flyball paddock to reduce water
logging. We installed rubber stripping to the
bottom of the workshop and clubhouse
storeroom roller doors to prevent snakes taking
up residence (and frightening the daylights out
of instructors). We had repairs done to the
internal and external sliding doors in the
instructors’ room so they now slide like new.
And as a new fundraising initiative, we set up
an account under the ACT Government’s
Container Deposit Scheme where members
can donate the 10c cent refund on refundable
containers to the Club. Our account number is
0262957765 (easy to remember as it is the
Club’s phone number!).

Behaviour Training
By Anne Robertson (Convenor)
The Behaviour Training program aims to give
Club members the knowledge and skills to

teach their dog family-friendly behaviours so
that they become good companions at home
and in the community. The program is
managed by the Behaviour Training Subcommittee which has met monthly throughout
the year – face-to-face and then via Zoom
following the onset of COVID-19.
During the 2019-20 year ten new instructors
joined the Behaviour Training instructors’ panel
following the successful completion of the 2019
instructors’ course: Oliver Caddick, Sophie
Dunstone, Dianne Gallasch, Ping Leong,
Izabela Lisiecka Penny Pardoe-Matthews,
Kathleen Plowman, Fiona Straffon and Julie
Whitmore. This brought the number of available
instructors delivering the program to 47.
In October 2019 the Sub-committee surveyed
graduates of the 2018 and 2019 Behaviour
Training instructors’ courses to gain feedback
on the course’s structure, content and delivery
and to use this information in conjunction with
a competency standards framework to
improve the roll-out of future courses. The next
course is currently planned for 2021, with no
course conducted in 2020 due to insufficient
numbers of new candidates and the impact of
COVID-19.
In June 2020 the Sub-committee also
conducted a broader survey of all Behaviour
Training instructors to gather information about
their instructing preferences, experiences and
suggestions; use of the Club; and interests in
professional development. This survey
progressed issues raised by the 2019 Working
Group. The survey outcomes will help the
Club’s Behaviour Training Sub-committee to
review the development of Behaviour Training
classes to improve their delivery, flexibility and
effectiveness for instructors and class members
alike.

Listening and learning during class
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As mentioned in the Acting President’s report,
following the 2019 Annual General Meeting the
Sub-committee sought advice from the various
sports Sub-committees about the Club’s
Behaviour Training program and its relationship
to the Club’s dog sport activities. Subcommittees were invited to comment on the
program’s syllabus, how behaviours were
taught and what level of proficiency handlers
and dogs needed to transition to each sport.
Having received advice from all of the sports as
well as the Dogs-As-Therapy group the Subcommittee now has a clearer path to refine the
Behaviour Training program. This will occur in
2020-21.

The Sub-committee also developed two
significant policy documents: (i) a policy and
guidelines for the conduct and cancellation of
classes in adverse weather and environmental
conditions; and (ii) a statement outlining the
Club’s rewards-based force-free training ethos.
Both documents have been endorsed by the
Main Committee.
In closing, I wish to thank Sub-committee
members Kerry Deans, Sophie Dunstone, Kath
Hallam, Hilarie Kemp, Jess McNamara-Rice,
Penny Pardoe-Matthews, Lesley Pothan, Jackie
Trotter and Julie Whitmore for their contribution
to the development and management of the
Club’s Behaviour Training activities during the
year and to every Behaviour Training instructor
for enabling the Club to continue to deliver its
core service to members and for also
encouraging
members to
explore all the
other activities
the Club has to
offer.

Along with the Club’s other training activities,
Behaviour Training classes were suspended in
mid-March due to COVID-19 and classes did
not resume until
the beginning
of Term 3 in late
July. During the
suspension, the
Behaviour
Training Subcommittee
Obedience
provided all
Trialling and
new members
Rally
due to start
classes in Term
By Laraine
2 (approx. 80)
Frawley
and continuing
(Convenor)
class members
(approx. 320)
The Obedience
with a range of
and Rally Subprint, online
committee runs
and video
classes for those
Above: Laraine Frawley and Tully demonstrating their Rally
resources to
handlers who
skills at the Club’s 2019 Xmas Party (Photo: Carmen Kong)
help them during
have
the suspension of classes. Members were also
completed Level Two (Consolidation) and
invited to contact the Club if they needed
above in the Behaviour Training program and
advice about specific issues. Behaviour Training
who might be interested in teaching their dogs
class members and members of all the Club’s
some finer obedience skills and perhaps be
sports disciplines were also invited to
interested in competing in Rally and/or
participate free-of-charge in a 25-day ‘Sexier
Obedience with their dogs.
than a squirrel’ challenge offered by Absolute
Dogs, a UK-based training business. This
Last year the Obedience and Rally Subinitiative was organised for the Club by
committee ran classes in both Obedience and
Behaviour Training instructor Leslie Roberts, and
Rally on Wednesday mornings and Thursday
was appreciated by many members.
nights. Classes had only just commenced after
During the year members of the Subthe Christmas break when we were closed
committee finalised the structure of a new
down due to COVID19. During the enforced
Instructors Manual for Behaviour Training
break the Sub-committee had a rethink about
instructors and embarked on the drafting
how best to run these classes. It was decided
process. It is hoped that the Manual will be
on both Wednesday and Thursday to split the
available for the 2021 Instructors Training
classes so we could offer a Skills class for those
Course.
handlers coming from the Behaviour Training
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program to introduce them to the skills
necessary for both Rally and Obedience.
For those handlers who have mastered the
basic skills, we offer Rally starting at Novice
level for the beginners through to Masters level
for those handlers competing with their dogs
through the various trialling levels. Also, at both
training sessions we offer an Obedience trialling
class for all levels from Community Companion
(CCD) to Open (CDX).

From 1 January 2021 there will be new signs
introduced in Rally from Advanced up to
Masters so our triallers are very keen to try these
out and teach their dogs some new moves.
Classes cannot happen without our wonderful
volunteer instructors most of who train and
compete with their own dogs in both
Obedience and Rally. I cannot thank them
enough for the time they put into taking these
classes. Also thank you to the Sub-committee
for their time and effort. I became Convenor
earlier this year and the support of the Subcommittee members has been crucial. Thank
you to Jeanette Johnson who has stepped
down as Convenor after a number of years
and remains on the Sub-committee. Thank you
also to Cath Perry, Wendy Hathaway (who has
taken on the role of Sub-Committee
representative on the Main Committee), Lara
Sedgmen, Geoff and Patricia Woodman,
Judith Barlow, Anne Walkington and Carmen
Kong (who has since left us for Sydney).

Agility
By Linda Spinaze (Convenor)

Session 1, through Session 2, and into the
beginning of Session 3. We managed to restart training within COVID-19 guidelines on
23rd June. During the lock-down handlers were
encouraged to continue some training with
their dogs with regular hints and exercises via
Yahoo and Facebook agility groups, posted by
Naarilla Hirsch.
Instructors: There are now 18 agility instructors
on our instructor panel. This number will
hopefully be significantly boosted when our
trainee instructors graduate over the next 12
months when they have completed their
practicals and class assists. There have been a
few instructors resign from the panel this year
for varying reasons. These include Laraine
Frawley, Lucy Williams, Cath Perry and Therese
Smith. The Agility Sub-committee would like to
express our appreciation to all instructors who
have taught during this year, and we are
especially grateful to our instructors who
regularly offer to take classes and to volunteer
for fill-in classes and intake assessments. We
are dependent on your generosity in giving up
your time and sharing your expertise to all our
handlers. Thank you all.
Instructors’ course: During May when it was
apparent that the COVID lock-down would not
be lifted for at least a month or more, the
Agility Sub-committee decided that it should
take the opportunity to run an instructors’
course as many people had extra time on their
hands due to the COVID restrictions. We
canvassed our higher classes, and 16 handlers
agreed to start the course. We also included
two handlers from Tuggeranong Dog Training
Club. By late July all but one of the students

This has been a difficult year
for many people, with severe
bushfires over summer with
associated air pollution
followed by COVID-19
restrictions from March
onwards.
These two events have
made a big impact on our
regular training programs.
On the positive side, the
COVID restrictions gave us a
chance to start the theory
component of the Agility
instructors course.
Classes: Due to COVID
restrictions, classes were
cancelled from the end of
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had completed all the assignments. Practical
workshops were held during August and
September enabling some students to
participate in class assists during the last session
of this year and complete the requirements to
graduate in time for classes early in 2021.
Naarilla Hirsch has been the driving force
behind this venture, and she has done an
amazing job. Amanda Delaney and Linda
Spinaze have assisted in the organisation and
marking the assignments. The students have
shown remarkable commitment and active
research during the course.
Trials: 2020 has been a sad year for trials,
although of course the trials ran as per usual
during the second half of 2019. Our trials from
July 2019 to June 2020 were:
•
2nd November 2019 – Agility, Jumping
and Games trial
•
22nd February 2019 – Agility and Jumping
evening trial
•
11th – 12th April 2020 – Easter trial –
cancelled due to COVID-19
•
6th - 7th June 2020 – Queen’s Birthday
trial – cancelled due to COVID-19
Additional ‘ribbon’ evening trials were held on
10th September 2019, 3rd December 2019, 10th
March 2020 and 5th May 2020(cancelled due
to COVID-19).
As you can see, our two big weekend trials of
the year were cancelled, which not only left a
hole in our profits for the year, but it was also
disappointing not to be able to provide the fun
and competition that make these trials so
enjoyable. Now that COVID-19 restrictions are
being lifted we are looking forward to resuming
frequent trialling opportunities.
Equipment: We have not needed to make any
big purchases this year nor any major repairs.
Our Equipment Managers have made some
great storage improvements in the shed, and
continue to complain that the jump-cups keep
popping out of their holders and become
slashed with the mowers. They have also been
tasked with providing the COVID-19
disinfectant sprays, hand sanitisers and gloves,
all of which are in the shed to be used
whenever equipment is touched.
Agility Sub-committee members: This year saw
the resignation of two very-longstanding
members from the Sub-committee - Denise
Iglesias and Amanda Delaney. Nikki Fallon also
resigned in April after just a short time on the
Sub-committee. Thank you all for your
contributions over the years.
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These resignations left a gap in our
experienced trialling team, but we are
fortunate that we now have some fabulous
new members who are taking over the reins.
Our newer members on the Sub-committee are
Cheyne Fisher (Assistant Equipment Manager),
Dana Simonsen (Trial Manager), Steph Windsor
(Trial Secretary), Karen Hobson and Wendy
Stewart (Trial Assistants). Kylie White is
continuing in her valuable role as Equipment
Manager, and Naarilla Hirsch has re-joined the
committee after a break of a few years, and
she has taken over the demanding job of Class
Manager.
Lara Sedgmen stepped down from her role as
the Agility representative on the Dogs ACT
Council at the Dogs ACT Annual General
Meeting in September last year. Amanda
Delaney resigned from her role as the Club’s
representative on the Dogs ACT Agility Subcommittee in May this year. Thank you both for
your support to Agility over many years. Dana
Simonsen has offered to take over the Dogs
ACT Agility Sub-committee role, including
keeping the records for Agility awards. Thank
you, Dana.
Agility Sub-committee meetings were mostly
held face-to-face at the Club in the earlier part
of the year, but this had to be changed to
Zoom meetings when COVID restrictions did not
allow more than two people to meet. A new
challenge for us all!
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the
members of the Sub-Committee who have
volunteered their time during the past year.
We now have a vibrant and (on average!)
younger cohort of members and we are
looking forward to being able to run trials again
in the near future.

Flyball
By Rhonda Cameron (Main Committee
liaison)
The Flyball racing season was cut short this year
with only eight race meets attended by XFactor Squad members. The race meets were a
combination of X-Factor squad team (3) and
open format teams (5). Open format is where a
team can be formed for racing purposes with a
combination of handlers and dogs from various
clubs.
The last race meet attended by all squad
members was the ActewAGL Royal Canberra
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Pauline Dikmans’ Border Collie ‘Ky’ flies
over the jumps towards the ball box
(Photo: Cathy Vaughan)

Show from 28th February to 1st March this year.
Highlights from the Show were the unveiling of
our ultra-bright racing tops (thanks, Mick) and
watching our soon-to-be squad dogs –
Vanessa March with ‘Erin’ and ‘Charlie’ and
Mick Fordyce with ‘Lacey’ – participating in the
beginners training day.
The enforced COVID-19 shutdown brought out
the creative side in two of our Sub-committee
members – Cathy Vaughan and Vanessa
March – who produced, edited, and starred
with their dogs in several instructional videos to
support our intermediate handlers during the
lockdown. They also devised a colour coding
system to label all flyball equipment to simplify
training set-up to comply with COVID-19 safety
handling requirements.
Regrettably X-Factor’s MAYhem home race
meet on 23rd May was cancelled. The
cancellation of this event was heartfelt by
everyone as this was Flyball’s main event to
showcase our Club and grounds. Flyball’s
premier national race meet, the 21st Australian
Flyball Championships, were also cancelled
and rescheduled to Easter 2021.
With the recommencement of training, XFactor are now back on track to introduce its
second racing team later in 2020, with
intermediate dogs Erin, Charlie, Lacey and
Ember filling out the team. There are also
promising signs with other intermediate dogs
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edging towards squad status.
All Flyballers are now looking forward to an
uninterrupted racing season for the remainder
of a rather chaotic 2020.
X-Factor would like to also welcome all new
handlers who commenced our sport this year
with their dog. Also, Cathy Vaughan is to be
commended for her twenty-year contribution
to the Club as an instructor since 2000 – initially
in Obedience and now in Behaviour Training
and Flyball.
My thanks to the Club’s Flyball Sub-committee
members: Cathy Vaughan (Head Trainer),
Vanessa March (Race Meet Organiser and
Communications), Mick Fordyce (Equipment
and Training Support), Pauline Dikmans
(Logistics), Jerry Lee (Convenor) and Rhonda
Cameron (Main Committee Liaison).

Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog
By Raelene Stewart (Convenor)
There has been so much change in the last 12
months in this training stream.
Trick Dogs was released as an Australian
National Kennel Council (ANKC) approved
sport in January 2020. Training was formally
introduced into the Dances with Dogs (DWD)
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•
•
•

Juliet Ward and Freda (Rhodesian
Ridgeback)
Dana Simonsen and Apollo (Old English
Sheepdog)
Raelene Stewart with Paris (French
Bulldog) and Ted (French Bulldog)

Formal Trick Dog classes were integrated into
the DWD stream in February with a full class
from the start. Everyone showed some great
skills (and homework) to get through a rather
full, but fun, term. The good thing about tricks is
that practising at home need only take a few
minutes at a time and it is always a whole lot of
fun.

Above: Raelene Stewart and French Bulldog ‘Paris’
demonstrating their trick repertoire at a
community event in Haig Park
(Photo: Anna Mayberry)

stream with four levels (similar to DWD) with
increasing trick difficulty at each level –
Starters, Novice, Intermediate and Advanced.
The year commenced with the first ever Trick
Dog competition in Australia being held in
Canberra on 18th January. So, a little bit of
history was created for several Club members
who took part. There was an amazing entry of
120 teams from many parts of Australia. Only
Starters was offered given it was a first ever
competition.
Competing teams each chose six of their best
tricks, from the 15 tricks in the Trick Dog Rules,
to take forward to the competition ring. A few
of the tricks Club members selected included:
Finding Straddle, Sit Pretty, Leg Weave – Figure
of 8, Send over a Jump, Circle Spin, Nose to
Hand Touch with 2 seconds duration
(surprisingly one of the hardest tricks), Following
Target Stick, Take A Bow and Go Around
(object).
The Club was capably represented with most
teams bringing home their Trick Dog Starters
titles. They included:
•
Natasha Sands with Pepsi (Labrador
Retriever X) and Nebula (Cocker Spaniel)
•
Hilarie Kemp and Rookie (Kelpie)
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We had almost completed learning the full set
of 15 tricks, when we were pulled up short by
COVID-19 and needed to meet the social
isolation requirements. During the COVID break
a couple of online mock trials were held. These
were judged by qualified ANKC judges from all
over Australia. It was a great opportunity to
receive feedback on your performance and it
encouraged people to train and play with their
dog during lock down.
The Trick Dog stream is designed to feed into
Dances with Dogs. The most important thing for
this stream is for people to have fun and enjoy
teaching tricks to their companions. This will
maintain enthusiasm and help both handlers
and dogs to make progress. We look forward
to seeing this new dog sport develop.

Tracking
By Jake Blight (Convenor)
The winter 2019 tracking season went well with
the Club hosting regular well-attended
tracking training days and running a large
Tracking trial on the weekend of 20-21 July
2019. A Tracking Trial tests the ability of a dog
and handler team to find a 'lost' person by
following the scent trail left on the ground
when a person walks through the bush.
Eighteen dogs were tested over two days,
ranging in size from Papillons to German
Shepherds with eight qualifying. This was
probably the largest tracking trial the Club has
ever held.
The winter 2020 tracking season was disrupted
by COVID-19. A planned track and search
weekend workshop and two scheduled
tracking trials had to be cancelled and no
practical training days had occurred by 30
June 2020. The Club did host two on-line
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tracking training seminars via Zoom to assist
members who were training on their own this
season and both were well subscribed and
received good feedback.

Dogs-As-Therapy
By Lesley Pothan (Co-ordinator)
The Club’s Dogs as Therapy program continues
to run successfully because of a group of
dedicated teams. We have over 20 teams
visiting several aged-care facilities in the
Canberra region in groups of 4-5 once a month
for about an hour. Residents in the homes enjoy
seeing the dogs and look forward to ‘Dog’ day.
Some teams in the program are able to visit
Canberra hospitals and others have been part
of a school reading program
Our program has generated quite a bit of
interest from organisations other than agedcare residences and hospitals and we receive
a number of requests for ad-hoc visits from a
variety of organisations. Where we can we are
happy to accommodate these requests.
Unfortunately, because of the vulnerability of
the people we visit our program was
suspended in mid-March this year due to the
serious risks posed by COVID-19 and has not yet
recommenced. We are all hoping that the
residents that we visit have stayed safe during
these worrisome times and that things will

improve in the New Year and we are able to
resume our visits.

Promotions
By Rhonda Cameron (Co-ordinator)
The year’s report reflects the impact that
COVID-19 had on our Club’s outreach activities
and the broader community.
Regular events that our Club would normally
attend were cancelled including the ACT
Government’s Connect and Participate (CAP)
Expo, Pooch Affair, Floriade and other
community fetes and events.
Our inaugural collaboration with Pets and
Positive Aging and the Northside Community
Service to host a Dog’s Day Afternoon on 5th
April was another casualty. Numerous local
rescue groups and dog charities were lined up
to showcase their services. We hope this event
will be rescheduled in 2021 when COVID-19
restrictions are further eased and we can
welcome large groups back to our grounds.
Our two advertised Bunnings BBQ fundraisers
were also cancelled.
On the positive side, the Club conducted a
successful appeal via Facebook in November
last year seeking donations for the Animal
Welfare League. This not-for-profit organisation
is located a Kemps Creek, Sydney. They were in
the front line assisting domestic animals and
wildlife after the devastating early summer
bushfires. The response from Club members
was overwhelming and a huge thank you goes
to Cathy Vaughan and Vanessa March for
spearheading the appeal and to members
who donated goods and money in response.
Cathy and Vanessa collected and drove the
items to Sydney in an overloaded station
wagon towing an overly full trailer behind.
Thank you, Cathy and Vanessa.
The 2020 ‘Dogs of the ACT Companion Dog
Club’ calendar went on sale in November and
sold out quickly.

Above: Jeff Kingwell’s Golden Retriever ‘Bear’ one of the Club’s Dogs-as-Therapy ambassadors at
a Haig Park community event
(Photo: Anna Mayberry)
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Our Club’s Xmas Party on Sunday 8th
December was once again attended by over
100 Club members. A special thank you to the
Club members who showcased their sports and
ran ‘come and try sessions. A big thank you to
Patricia and Geoff Woodman for donating
numerous raffle items including dog beds,
blankets and other products that they had
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accumulated over the years. And an equally
big thank you to the other individuals and
businesses who contributed to the fundraising
raffle to off-set the cost of the Xmas event.
The Secondary Companion Drill Team once
again attended events, representing the Club
and thrilling onlookers with their synchronized
displays. They attended the Majura Park
Bunnings Paw Patrol Halloween Night on
Thursday 31st October. The Team weaved their
way through their routine and displayed their
individual skills. They also provided
entertainment at the St. Paul’s Anglican
Church at Manuka on
Sunday 2nd November 2019.
We look forward to the
resumption of our outreach
activities as COVID-19
restrictions continue to ease.

Grounds
Maintenance

year has kept the grounds in good condition;
indeed, if the system had been working it
would have been turned off to prevent water
logging which, among other things, can
adversely affect the Club’s trees.
Minor repairs have been required to fencing
on several occasions. This is an ongoing issue
exacerbated by rabbits and kangaroos.
Some components of the Club’s floodlight
system are showing their age, with rain getting
into the control boxes and causing lights to fail.
This usually resolves itself once the control
boxes dry out. In some
cases, old halide lights have
been replaced with LED
panels involving the use of
a cherry-picker.

Social Media
By Vanessa March
(Co-ordinator)

The oversight of the Club’s
social media platforms,
including our website
(www.actcdc.org.au) and
The Club’s Committee
Facebook page
approved a long-term turf
(www.facebook.com/
replacement program in
ACTCompaniondogclub),
2019 to reduce
has improved over the past
maintenance and water
year. Improvements have
costs and to keep the
been made with respect to
grounds in better condition
the timeliness, transparency
over the hot summer
and communication of
months. This will be an
important information to
ongoing process with
Club members and
existing grass on the grounds
modifications have been
(excluding the trial rings)
Above: Jill Bradfield’s Australian
made to the website’s
gradually being oversown with
Kelpie ‘Possum’ - the face of the
navigation.
This has helped
couch by the Club’s grounds
Club’s Facebook page
enable
the
Club
to keep
contractor Complete Turf &
(Photo: Jill Bradfield)
members
informed
about
Landscaping.
arrangements during the ongoing COVID-19
disruption.
The irrigation system was out of action for most

By Hilarie Kemp
(Co-ordinator)

of autumn and winter this year. The original
problem involving a burnt-out part was
rectified but almost immediately the pump
failed again, with the problem diagnosed as
the pump motor and possibly the electrical
connection to the pump. Repairs were
delayed while the Club’s contractor attended
to urgent repairs/replacement of farm tanks
and irrigation damaged in the summer
bushfires.
On a positive note the extensive rainfall this
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On average the website received around 1500
page visits per week and in one high activity
month approximately 2500 unique views. The
most visited pages during the year were
Behaviour Training followed by the COVID-19
content and the Club’s Calendar.
Class timetables have now been incorporated
into the website to help Club members identify
which class they should attend and when
classes are held.
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The Club’s Facebook has a significant
presence with over 1900 likes from members
and the general public. It has been used
extensively by Club members across all
disciplines. Posts have provided advice on
upcoming events and cancellations as well as
sharing images and achievements of our
members. Our Facebook page is also used
constructively to warn members of potential
hazards on the grounds (such as snake alerts)
as well as health and welfare risks in the
broader community (such as the outbreak of
Kennel Cough and the Australian Veterinary
Association’s warning about dried treats from
Asia).
Planning has now commenced to upgrade the
Club’s website. The new look website will be
unveiled in early 2021 and will provide Club
members with interactive pathways that will
incorporate a membership self-service
component.

PAWS Shop
By Katrina Morton (Manager)
I would like to express a big ‘thank you’ to our
Club members and triallers for continuing to
support the shop during the past year,
including members who took advantage of
over-the-counter office sales while classes were
suspended due to COVID-19. I would like to
thank our Office Manager, Marika Mueller, for
keeping the shop ‘ticking over’ during the time
we were closed. Her willingness to assist
members with their needs has not gone
unrecognised by members who have come in
and told me how much they appreciated her
help.
The suppliers of the Club’s leads, collars,
harnesses, treats and other shop stock have
again been very helpful with enabling us to
keep price rises to a minimum. If there are any
products that you would like the Club to stock,
we will do our best to source the best price, or
if you feel that there is anything that needs to
be addressed shop-wise, please let me know
so that I can take the necessary action.
Shop assistant Jared Sneyers left us at the end
of 2019 and we wish him well in his new
endeavours at school. Jess Charman is still
working with us and has been busy juggling
shop shifts with the recommencement of junior
Rugby League refereeing commitments
following the easing of COVID-19 restrictions.
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Above: Some of the many training and
enrichment aids sold at the Club’s Shop.

For those who do not know, I am an ACT
Justice of the Peace and am at the Club on
Wednesday mornings and Thursday evenings if
JP services are required. You can also leave a
message for me at the Club Office.

Clubhouse Maintenance
By Katrina Morton (Manager)
We continue to have the clubhouse, workshop,
agility shed, shipping container and seating
monitored for rodent activity and treated for
spiders and other hazardous pests twice a year
by Keith’s Pest Control.
I would also like to thank Andrew McLean
(Enhanced Plumbing and Gas), Brendon
Cotterill (BMC Electrical), Matthew Clynch
(Gutter Clean) and the cleaning team from
LEAD who have provided services to the Club
to ensure all our maintenance needs have
been met. LEAD employs people with a
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disability who, with the support of a supervisor,
visit the Club every Tuesday morning to sweep,
mop and vacuum the buildings and empty the
rubbish and dog waste bins – an unpleasant
job at the best of times. Please make their job a
bit easier by always putting your waste in the
liner bag in the bin and replacing the lid on the
bin. The team enjoy meeting Club members
(and their dogs) so please take the time to say
‘hi’ and ‘thanks’ if you are on the grounds
when they are working.
.
My thanks to the Club’s Office Manager,
Marika Mueller, for keeping me informed of any
issues affecting the cleanliness of the
clubhouse and grounds. If you have any
concerns about the maintenance of the Club’s
buildings or if you see anything out of place
please see me when I am at the Club or leave
a message at the office.

Security
By Heather McPherson
SECOM Security continues to provide
monitoring and alarm response to the Club
and once again it is pleasing to report no major
security issues this year. Keeping the car park’s
driveway gates locked when there is no activity
on the grounds is a security measure for the
Club. So, a reminder that if you park in the car
park and are the last person to leave,
remember to shut and lock the gate—even if
you expect other people to use the Club later
the same day.

volume in November 2019 (Volume 31, nos 3-4)
and another combined volume in May 2020
(Volume 32, nos 1-2). The November issued
profiled the members of the 2019-20
Committee and included all the reports tabled
at the 2019 Annual General Meeting as well as
regular articles on the Club’s dog sports
activities (including trial results) and outcomes
of Behaviour Training classes. The May 2020
recorded details of the Club’s 2019 Annual
Awards and documented the Club’s response
to the COVID-19 pandemic and plans for the
resumption of training in mid-June.
The magazine is available in full colour on the
Club’s website and 250-300 copies of each
issue are printed for distribution to Club
members across all its activities. My thanks to
members of the Main Committee, Subcommittees and other contributors for
continuing to provide reports and articles
about the Club’s activities for the Good
Companion. It is this content that helps the
magazine continue to provide a chronicle of
the life of the Club for current members and for
posterity – something it has been doing
continuously for almost 50 of the Club’s 62
years.

If there is a car in the car park when you are
ready to leave—and you don’t know whether
the car belongs to an instructor or other Club
official (look for the sticker!) — please check
with the owner before you leave to ensure that
they will lock the gate. If the owner is not an
instructor or Club official you may ask them to
move their car before you leave to ensure the
premises are secure.

Magazine
By Anne Robertson (Editor)
The Club’s Good Companion magazine was
published twice during the year – a combined
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Training Tips
Ignoring other dogs—it’s the polite thing to do
By Juliet Ward ©
Juliet Ward is an instructor at the ACT Companion Dog Club. She is currently completing her
Certificate IV in Companion Animal Services through the Delta Institute to enhance her skills and
knowledge and to gain formal qualifications in dog behaviour and training.
An important component of dog and puppy
socialisation is teaching them to control their
enthusiasm, to behave appropriately and
respect other dogs’ personal space.
A lot of dogs will already be excited by the
idea of going for a walk and if they see another
dog it can tip them into over-excitement. They
might bark or lunge on the lead, they may
even turn circles or zig zag tangling the lead
and tripping up the handler. This is not good
manners and the behaviour may cause distress
or harm to dogs and handlers. It is preferable to
avoid allowing your pup to practice this
behaviour and to
teach her a
better, more
rewarding way to
behave while on
leash. What we
do want is for our
dogs to be calm,
under control and
ready to focus on
us while ignoring
the dog on the
other side of the
street.

couple of dogs that are really good friends. It is
only the really good friends that she will
immediately launch into a game with, all others
need to go through an ‘ice-breaking’ period,
or may not get to play with her at all. Perhaps
the other dog is fearful, or stressed or has a
history of bad experiences. Or the other dog
may be in training and may not appreciate
interruption. If they are anything like Freda and
me, the dog and handler may just be enjoying
some alone time together—Freda to sniff the
pee-mail and me to collect my thoughts before
starting the day.
Also, please
understand that it
is not fair to
expect other
dogs to discipline
your unruly
puppy. It might
back-fire and
cause your puppy
to be worried or
defensive, and I
don’t want your
unruly puppy’s
behaviour
threatening to
undo the training
of my dog.

Approaching
another dog face
to face or front on
can be
A better scenario
Above: Allow your dog to calmly observe other dogs passing
confronting for
by, and if needs be play ‘Find it!’ to build positive associations is one where your
some dogs. Many
dog is happy and
and to cultivate alternative behaviours
dogs prefer to
calm, and is
approach novel or strange things side on in an
trusting you not to put them in a stressful social
arc or curve. Also the anxiety of one or both of
situation while they are on leash and can’t
the dogs may increase because their ability to
escape.
retreat, if the situation calls for it, is limited by
the fact that they are restrained. For these
You can achieve this by ensuring there is plenty
reasons, any on-leash interactions should be
of distance between your dog and any dogs
closely supervised. Never allow your unleashed
you might encounter on your walk. It is polite
dog to interact with a dog that is on leash, and
and sensible to cross to the other side of the
never interfere with a dog that is tied up.
street or park if there is the chance of your dog
reacting. There has to be enough distance so
There are many reasons why you should give
that your dog is still relatively relaxed and will
other dogs space. Not all dogs like the
still take a food treat. Be prepared that to start
company of other dogs. My dog, Freda, seems
with, this may be a long distance. When your
to have a lot of acquaintances but just a
dog has noticed the other dog play ‘Find/Get
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Ignoring other dogs … continued
It’. Scatter a few treats on the
ground, preferably so that your
dog faces away from the
approaching dog and say “Find
it!”.
Allow your dog to snuffle up the
treats and then scatter some more
treats and say “Find it!” again.
Repeat this until the other dog has
passed. The treats are something
nice for your dog to focus on and
also cause her to lower her head
which should calm her and may
also be interpreted as a not-athreat signal by the other dog.
[We play this game in our Level
Two—Consolidation class at the
Club].

Above: With her head down, Freda is sending calming signals to
nearby dogs

If your dog is calm, allow her to
observe the other dog. Give her a chance to determine that the stranger is not a threat. When
she is ready to engage with you again, reward her with a food treat and carry on with your walk.
Possibly one day you will turn a corner and find yourselves face to face with another dog and a
potential reactive situation. This is where you can employ a controlled emergency U-turn to
quickly increase the distance between your dog and the other dog before they have a chance
to react.
Training the emergency U-turn [We teach this in our Level Two class as well]
Start at home in a low distraction environment. Choose a cue such as “This way!” or “Let’s go!” you want to keep it upbeat and fun for your dog.
1.
Walk forward with your dog beside you.
2.
Say “This way!” or whatever cue you choose, drop your knees slightly and do a 180 degree
turn so you are now both walking in the opposite direction. Use a treat or a toy to lure your
dog around and use encouraging sounds to bring them along with you.
3.
Initially mark and deliver the treat to your dog as you complete the turn.
4.
Walk confidently off in this new direction (in the real world situation you want to travel an
adequate distance from the thing you are retreating from).
5.
After a few practice runs you can begin to reward after you have taken a few steps in the
new direction after the U-turn.
6.
Practice until you both have a good strong reinforcement history (yes, you the handler too
because you may be flustered yourself in the real situation).
7.
Practice it while out on your walk and there are no dogs around.
8.
And then … put it in to practice when real life demands!
Tips for developing good manners while out on a walk
•
•

•
•

Keep the leash loose! A tight leash will increase anxiety.
Be a good role model - remain calm and controlled. Do not yell, scold or punish (which
won’t work, and may make things worse).
Play games that build attention—hide and seek, follow my hand and chase me games will
help build your dog’s focus and recall.
Train and practice an emergency U-turn.

You cannot possibly control all the external experiences and things that are distractions to your
dog but you can go some way to setting yourselves up for a much more controlled and enjoyable
walk by following these suggestions.
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Haig Park Paws Parties
By Rhonda Cameron

Haig Park is in the heart of the Canberra City Renewal Precinct. This heritage-listed area is being
transformed to become a distinctive and welcoming destination for locals and visitors.
The City Renewal Authority and the University of Canberra have teamed up to present a program
of events, activities and artworks to enliven this iconic urban green space. The initiatives that they
are hosting are helping people to rediscover this destination.
Our Dogs-as-Therapy team (above) participated in the Pawsitivity Paw Party on Saturday 10th
October 2020. This event brought together a distinct group of organisations that are involved with
promoting positive relationships between people and dogs including:
•
Pet Assistance Wellbeing Services (PAWS) at Northside Community Service
•
Northside Veterinary Service
•
And our very own ACT Companion Dog Club
Apart from our DAT members, some of our Dances With Dogs troubadours also showed off their
moves with friends from the Belconnen Dog Obedience Club’s dance troop.
On Saturday 14th November 2020 Haig Park hosted a Furry Fashion Paw Party (aka RuPaw’s Drag
Race). Our Secondary Companion Drill Squad (some of whom are also DAT members) joined the
merriment and performed their routines to an appreciative crowd amidst the shady trees. Squad
members were enthusiastically applauded by onlookers after finishing their individual tricks and
spontaneous antics.
A good time was had by all, with squad members enjoying a well-deserved coffee catch-up
while watching the RuPaws Fashion Parade.
A big thank you to our Dogs-as-Therapy, Dances With Dogs and Drill Squad members for flying the
flag for the Club. And a thank you to Anna Mayberry for supplying the gorgeous photographs for
this article and to David Caffrey from Dionysus Event Management for making the Haig Park Paws
Parties happen.
Photos this page and next page: Anna Mayberry
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Scenes from the Haig Park Paws Parties

The Secondary Companion Drill Squad

A touch of Paris in Haig Park—Mike Lynch and ‘Indy’
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Flyball Feats
By Rhonda Cameron & Vanessa March
Erin competing at her first Race Meet
running 4.5
(Photo supplied Liv Michellé)

2020 has been a year of contradictions for Flyball. With the racing season and premier event – the
Flyball National Championship – being cancelled, disappointment was experienced by all
handlers. One might think that the year was a total washout, but everyone in the Club’s X-Factor
squad received an early Xmas present and a sense of satisfaction when Vanessa March and Erin
competed and earned their first Flyball title points together at the Wollongong Woofers 5th
Birthday Race Meet at Dapto on
Saturday 7th November 2020. Erin ran an
impressive 4.5 seconds in her first outing.
All people involved in X-Factor have
watched Erin grow and develop into a
proficient competitor in several
disciplines, especially Flyball. We first saw
Erin on the 31st December 2018 when
instructor Cathy Vaughan posted an
announcement about her Bidgees Run
New Year’s Eve litter.
Since then we have watched Erin
develop into an all-rounder like her older
‘sister’ Pippa. No sports discipline seems
out of reach for Vanessa and Erin.
Charlie, the third in line in Vanessa’s
household, is not too far behind the
other two in earning his first Flyball title
points as well.

Above: Erin waiting for her recall before the race.
(Photo supplied by Liv Michellé)

To make Erin’s debut even more special she participated in her first race meet team with her dad
‘Austin’. A proud moment for Cathy Vaughan.
The X-Factor members would like to thank Jerry Lee (Convenor), Rhonda Cameron (Main
Committee Representative) and Pauline Dikmans (Sub-committee member) who have stepped
down from Flyball Sub-committee duties. Congratulations to Angharad (Hari) Lodwick who has
now joined the Flyball Sub-committee. All Sub-committee members are listed on page 8.
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Agility Action
By Linda Spinaze — Convenor

Results from the CDC Agility Trial — 15 September 2020
Open Agility: Judge Geoff Woodman (NSW) SCT: 90 seconds
1st
Lara Sedgmen’s Dual Ch (Ag) Graebrook
Dublin Rogue RA QND ORA ADM ADO JDM
JDO GDM SDM SPDM (Hungarian Vizsla)
2nd Denise Stirzaker’s Pixie ADX JDX SPDX GDX SD
JDO (Associate)
3rd
Karen Hobson’s Charalandra Loose As
Diamonds CDX, ORA, ADX, JDX, GD, SD
(Labrador Retriever)
4th
Barbara Brown’s Oliver Brown RN ADX JDM
ADO JDO SPDX GDX (Australian Kelpie)
5th
Janet Speed’s Ty RE AD JDX CCD (Associate)
Master Agility: Judge Geoff Woodman (NSW)
SCT 300: 95 seconds SCT 500: 85 seconds
1st
Kelli Edward’s Daffy CD RE TK.S TD ADM ADO
JDM JDO SPDX SDX GD (Associate) (300)
1st
Natasha Sands’ Pepsi JDX,ADX,GD,JDO,ADO,FSN,HTMS,SPD,,SD, TKS Associate (500)
Novice Agility: Judge: Geoff Woodman (NSW) SCT 300: 80 seconds SCT 400: 75 seconds SCT 500:
75 seconds
1st
Sean Hodgman’s Effi (Associate) (500)
1st
Nicole Matheson’s Bentley (Beagle) (400)
2nd Fiona Fraser’s Ch Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy RN (Brittany) (400)
1st
Wendy Stewart’s Uponatime Darcy (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel) (300)

Snake Season
~ what to do ~

If you see a snake tell other members on the
grounds at the same time where you saw it
and report the sighting (including the time
and location) to the Club office, email
contact@actcdc.org.au
This will help us assess whether we need to
take any other action.
Remember — snakes are
protected by law in the ACT.
Want to know more about living harmoniously
with snakes in the Canberra region?
See the
Canberra Snake Rescue and Relocation
website and Facebook pages at
http://canberrasnakerescue.com.au/ and
www.facebook.com/CanberraSnakeRescue
The Good Companion | November 2020| Vol 32 | No 4

Page | 40

Obedience Trialling and Rally
By Laraine Frawley — Convenor
Classes are held on Wednesday mornings and Thursday
evenings for both Obedience Trialling and Rally. These
classes prepare handlers and their dogs to compete in
trials. Once your dog has the required number of
qualifications (usually three at the lower levels) you can
apply for your title which means the dog gets letters after
its name. The first titles to achieve are CCD (Community
Companion Dog) in Obedience Trialling and RN (Rally
Novice) in Rally.
Handlers in the Club’s Behaviour Training classes who
have satisfactorily completed Level 2 (Consolidation) or
above and who are interested in teaching their dogs the
skills necessary to perhaps compete, are welcome to join
an entry level Skills class on either Wednesday mornings at
10.00am or Thursday evenings at 6.45pm.
The main difference between Rally and Obedience is that
in Rally signs tell you what to do and you can talk to your
dog whereas in Obedience the judge tells you what to do
and, other than giving your dog hand/voice cues, you
remain silent. Contact the club office on
contact@actcdc.org.au if you are interested in joining the
classes.

Above: A couple of the new Rally stations
that are challenging the interpretive skills
of handlers.

It has been great to get back into regular classes again
after the COVID disruptions earlier in the year. Our entry
level Skills classes both on Wednesday morning and Thursday evenings have increased in numbers
and handlers are learning the more advanced skills that they and their dogs need to progress to
either the Rally or Obedience Trialling classes. Don’t forget to keep practicing what you have
learnt over the Christmas/New Year break.
The Obedience Trialling classes have a core group of handlers who are already competing with
their dogs or who are getting ready to compete shortly. Our Club trials have finished for the year
with the other ACT training clubs finishing off their last couple of trials before the weather becomes
too hot.
Both Obedience Trialling and Rally have had an official rules review this year under the auspices
of the Australian National Kennel Council. There have only been a few minor changes in
Obedience Trialling but Rally sees the introduction of new signs from 1 January 2021. The lowest
level (Novice) remains the same but new signs have been introduced from Advanced upwards.
Recent Rally classes have seen handlers standing around new signs discussing the footwork and
dog positions required to complete the station. The Club’s next trial will be an evening Rally trial
on Saturday 16th January 2021 when we will discover some of those new signs in our courses.
A big thanks yet again to the Instructors who take the various classes and the class participants
who jump in to help with Figure 8 and other exercises where ‘stewards’ are required. No instructors
= no classes. Cath Perry, Trish Woodman and Vikki Evans have taken the Skills classes this term.
Lara Sedgmen and Jo Hagan have taken the Rally classes, and Sue Howie, Charlie Giles and
Laraine Frawley have taken the Obedience Trialling classes.
Want to learn how to execute the new Rally signs? See the videos uploaded by Shanelle Corben
on Youtube at https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLX8oV4qgHAo9rZmLOiJVFA-MmLv6yxEHp
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Obedience trialling and rally … continued
Results from the CDC Rally Trial — 10 October 2020
Rally Masters – Judge: Mr John Green (ACT)
1st
Alison McCann’s O Ch Springloded Mirk UDX RAE RM JD HSAS HSBS (Border Collie) 99/100
2nd Fiona Fraser’s Uwish U Were My Material Girl (Brittany) Fiona Fraser 96/100
3rd Judith Barlow’s Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CD RM QND ORA ADX JDX ADO GDX SD SPDX
JC (Brittany) Judith Barlow 96/100
4th Anne Walkington’s Ch Chergari Silent Night CD RE (Labrador Retriever) 95/100
5th Mr R & Ms A White’s Kerodan Badjas Drift CDX RAE RM AD JD SPD GD (Border Collie) 93/100
6th K A Hore’s CH Hillmagic Golden Calypso AZ CCD RE (German Shepherd Dog (Long Stock
Coat)) 86/100

Rally Excellent A – Judge: Mr John Green (ACT)
1st
Dorothy Xu’s Chad CCD RA AD JDX GD SPD (Labrador Retriever) 94/100
2nd A J & C E Kaspura’s Leisureview Montague Kerr CCD (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel) 92/100
3rd Vikki Evans’ Lokabe Rhythm II CCD RA (Australian Kelpie) 80/100
Rally Excellent B – Judge: Mr John Green (ACT)
1st
Janet Speed ‘s Ty JDX AD RE CCD (Associate) 92/100
Rally Advanced A – Judge: Mr John Green (ACT)
1st
Lise Sandenbergh ‘ Fenix CCD RN TK.S (Associate) 94/100
2nd Fiona Fraser ‘s Ch. Tendayi Magic Pearl Of Joy (Brittany) 86/100
3rd Miriam Strmecki‘s Grga Angels Of Baranya (Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever) 84/100

Rally Novice – Judge: Mr John Green (ACT)
1st
Mr P Frost/Ms E Thomas’s Ch Gungrange Queen O The Blues (AI) (Labrador Retriever) 99/100
2nd Laraine Frawley ‘s Morningmyst Reflections (AI) (Golden Retriever) 98/100
3rd Catherine Perry’s Beckview Bramble The Beau (Shetland Sheepdog) 97/100
4th Lisa-Maree Price‘s Springhi Blitzem (Flat Coated Retriever) 96/100
5th Mrs S Moore & Ms D Simonsen’s Ch. Perfu Starry Knight (Old English Sheepdog) 93/100
6th Miriam Strmecki’s Novafusion Bay Of Fires (Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever) 91/100
7th G & Dr P Woodman’s Ch. Dompetan Glen Archer (Golden Retriever) 85/100
8th Vanessa March’s Calmandcool Pandamonium (Border Collie) 75/100
Rally Novice – Judge: Mr Charles Giles (ACT)
1st
Lisa-Maree Price ‘s Springhi Blitzem (Flat Coated Retriever) 98/100
2nd Laraine Frawley‘s Morningmyst Reflections (AI) (Golden Retriever) 98/100
3rd Mr P Frost/Ms E Thomas’s Ch. Gungrange Queen O The Blues (AI) (Labrador Retriever) 97/100
4th Catherine Perry‘s Beckview Bramble The Beau (Shetland Sheepdog) 96/100
5th Mrs N Davies‘ Pendlview Adventuring Again (Griffon Bruxellois) 95/100
6th Vanessa March’s Calmandcool Pandamonium (Border Collie) 94/100
7th G & Dr P Woodman’s Ch. Dompetan Glen Archer (Golden Retriever) 94/100
8th Amanda Delaney’s Kerodan Triplechoc Surprise (Border Collie) 94/100
9th Gemma Godwin’s Giday Ripcurl Rory (Poodle (Standard)) 90/100
Rally Advanced A – Judge: Mr Charles Giles (ACT)
1st
Lise Sandenbergh’s Fenix CCD RN TK.S (Associate) 95/100
Rally Advanced B –Judge: Mr Charles Giles (ACT)
1st
Janet Speed ‘s Ty JDX AD RE CCD (Associate) 96/100
Rally Excellent A – Judge: Mr Charles Giles (ACT)
1st
Vikki Evans‘s Lokabe Rhythm II CCD RA (Australian Kelpie) 98/100
2nd A J & C E Kaspura’s Leisureview Montague Kerr CCD (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel) 95/100
3rd Dorothy Xu‘s Chad CCD RA AD JDX GD SPD (Labrador Retriever) 95/100
4th J Hathaway’s Tenarda Mystery Maker RA (Chesapeake Bay Retriever) 94/100
5th Janet Speed’s Toby RA JD AD (Chihuahua (Smooth Coat)) 82/100
6th Helen Migus’ Giday Canberra Koala (Standard Poodle) 80/100
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Obedience trialling and rally … continued
Rally Excellent B – Judge: Mr Charles Giles (ACT)
1st
Janet Speed’s Ty JDX AD RE CCD (Associate) 87/100
Rally Masters – Judge: Mr Charles Giles (ACT)
1st
K A Hore’s Ch Hillmagic Golden Calypso AZ CCD RE (German Shepherd Dog (Long Stock
Coat)) 97/100
2nd Fiona Fraser‘s Uwish U Were My Material Girl (Brittany) 96/100
3rd Anne Walkington’s Ch Chergari Silent Night CD RE (Labrador Retriever) 93/100
4th Alison McCann’s O Ch Springloded Mirk UDX RAE RM JD HSAS HSBS (Border Collie) 93/100
5th J and Mrs J Hagan’s Ch Kruz Song Of The Future CCD RN ET (German Shorthaired Pointer)
91/100
6th Mr R & Ms A White’s Kerodan Badjas Drift CDX RAE RM AD JD SPD GD (Border Collie) 90/100
7th Janet Speed’s Ty JDX AD RE CCD (Associate) 90/100

Results from the CDC Obedience Trial — 7 November 2020
Utility Dog Excellent – Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT)
1st
Karen Hobson’s Border Collie Lifesong All About Jazz UDX RA (185/200)
Utility Dog – Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT)
1st
Laraine Frawley’s Golden Retriever Dual (Neuter) Ch (RO) Morningmyst Lord Of The Isle UD
RAE ORA SPDX JD ADX GD (191/200)
Companion Dog Excellent – Judge: Ms Jo Washington-King (ACT)
1st
Anne Walkington’s Labrador Retriever; Ch Chergari Silent Night CD RE (185/200)
2nd
Vikki Evans’ Australian Kelpie Lokabe Rhythm II CD RE (178/200)
Companion Dog – Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW)
1st
K A Hore’s German Shepherd Dog (Long Stock Coat) Ch Hillmagic Platnum Nokosi AZ
CCD RA (192/200)
2nd
Mr R & Ms A White’s Border Collie Kerodan Wicca Spirit CCD RN ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD
GDX SDX (180/200)
Community Companion Dog – Judge: Mr Jake Blight (NSW)
1st
V Grzeszkiewicz’s German Shepherd Dog Allinka Versace (98/100)
2nd
Catherine Perry’s Shetland Sheepdog Beckview Bramble The Beau (97/100) RN
3rd
Mrs N Davies’ Griffon Bruxellois Pendlview Adventuring Again RN (95/100)
4th
Laraine Frawley’s Golden Retriever; Morningmyst Reflections RN (92/100
5th
S. Matthews & W. Kelly’s Papillon Forsvar Coffee Kisses (86/100)

RECENT TITLES
Community Companion Dog (CCD)
Vic Grzeszkiewicz’s German Shepherd Dog Allinka Versace
Cath Perry’s Shetland Sheepdog Beckview Bramble The Beau
RN
•
Laraine Frawley’s Golden Retriever Morningmyst
Reflections (AI) RN
•
•

•

•

Companion Dog (CD)
Airlie White’s Border Collie Kerodan Wicca Spirit CCD RN ADO
ADM JDO JDM SPD SDX
Companion Dog Excellent (CDX)
Anne Walkington’s Labrador Retriever Ch Chergari Silent Night CD RE
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Do you have a photo you’d like to
share with other members through
The Good Companion?

Above: Miniature Dachshund ‘Mr Jangles’ is best known for his suave moves on the dance floor—
but sometimes he likes to avoid the limelight by hiding in the Forget-Me-Nots …
(Photo: Joanne Hagan Photography and supplied by Mr J’s mum)

TGC ADVERTISING
Would you like to advertise in the Club’s magazine ? We distribute
about 350 copies of the magazine to members four times a year
and you can access all issues on our website - it’s a great way to get
your name out there. Advertising for the November issue is due by
the 1 November. Current advertising rates are:
Page Size

Width

Length

Single
(1 issue)

Yearly
(4 issues)

Full Page

170 mm

270 mm

$60.00

$225.00

1/2 Page

170 mm

130 mm

$35.00

$125.00

1/4 Page

80 mm

130 mm

$20.00

No Yearly rate

Email contact@actcdc.org.au if you would like to advertise.
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Valé Brodie
By Sancia Wheeler ©
Sancia Wheeler’s German Shepherd Dog Hillmagic Shadow (‘Brodie’)
passed away in September just after his 10th birthday. The story below
commemorates his adventures in Tracking in the era before COVID-19.
Brodie’s Track 1
Track 1 is 400 metres long. The dog has to find
the tracklayer or a reward at the end of the
track which comprises 3 legs and 2 corners.
The dog is in a harness with a 10 metre lead
and the handler is holding the lead. Judges
follow at approximately 15 metres behind the
handler. The track is aged for 30 minutes
before the dog is put on it.
Tracklayer Sancia
After almost a sleepless
night I meet Jake, my
dog handler, at 6am
at Pheasant’s Nest
Service Centre, just
south of Sydney, and
we proceed to Kemps
Creek for our tracking
trial. We arrive at
7.30am, on time, and
proceed to the
gathering area, where
people and dogs will
remain while not
working.
I am driven a short
distance to our Track 1
by the steward. I am
the tracklayer and will
be hiding behind a
large tree. I am given
a map which I cannot
see properly because I had forgotten my
glasses but the track is explained by the
steward who went out yesterday and put in
poles and washing-line pegs with coloured
ribbons attached. These I follow when laying
the track. There is a starting pole and poles at
each corner. The pegs with coloured ribbon
indicate which way the track goes after each
turn. I have to pick up the poles, all three of
them, and all the pegs so that only the starting
pole remains. I do this while walking along the
track. I also have to leave a scent article at
the start pole and along the first leg of the
track. These articles are socks which have
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been stuffed up my jumper since 6am this
morning, so they should not be hard to find.
I walk the track, picking up the poles and pegs
and leaving the socks where I should. I notice
the second leg is very wet underfoot and, in
places, is under water but with the grass
sticking up through it. I take short steps to help
Brodie track me but this is not obvious to the
steward because the grass is calf-length and it
is easy to get tangled
in it. The steward
knows this because she
fell over while putting
out the poles and pegs
the day before.

At the end of the track
I hide behind a large
tree, clutching
‘Squeaky’, together
with the poles and
pegs.
Tracking Dog Brodie
I have been left in my
mum’s car since I saw
her drive away with
someone else. I am
not worried because I
know she will come
back for me. But no –
it is Jake who gets in
and drives away. I am
a bit worried but he
says it is OK because we are going to find
‘Squeaky’. Squeaky is a squeaky ball with
points on and it is my favourite toy. I only get
to play with it after I have finished my tracking,
which I enjoy, so we must be going tracking.
Jake lets me out of the car and asks if I want to
pee. “No, I don’t want to pee. I want to find
Squeaky. ...and maybe my mum will be there
too.” She has been the last couple of times.
It’s fun finding my mum – she’s always so
excited when I get there. And we play with
Squeaky!
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Valé Brodie … continued
Harness on and off we go. I smell the scent sock at the starting pole. Yes – it is my mum I am
tracking today. I find the sock along the track, stand and wait for Jake to pick it up and hold it
above his head up so the judges can see I have found it. And on again. Round the first corner –
no worries – this is easy. Through the water with the grass sticking out but the scent is still there.
Poor Jake has put his foot in a water-filled hole but I’m OK. I plough on. Oops – no scent here. I
must have overrun it. I run around in a large circle until I come across the track again. A quick
‘nose hook’ and I am on the track again. But Jake is not coming. He tightens the lead. I pull
again. He does not move. “She’s over here. I know she is” I signal. He still doesn’t come. I
jump in the air, turn around and look him in the eye and pull hard again. This time he follows.
Why does he not trust me – after all I know where the track goes, I can smell it and he is supposed
to follow me when my head is down!

I am headed straight for that large tree and the scent is getting stronger and stronger. I look
around the tree and there is my mum. She is overjoyed to see me and we play with Squeaky
over and over again. It has all been worthwhile and she tells me I have passed my Track 1,
whatever that is!
The sport of Tracking involves a dog following a scent trail left behind when a person walks across
grass and other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted during the cooler months due to the risk of
snakes. The Club usually provides an information session in autumn (just before the Tracking season
starts) and organizes ‘peer-support’ training to help members get started. Subject to the COVID-19
situation, arrangements for the 2021 season will be publicised in the New Year.

TUNA FUDGE (FOR DOGS)
Ingredients
•
1 1/2 cups of plain wholemeal flour
•
1 x 425g tin of tuna in spring water (undrained)
•
2 x eggs
•
1 x (generous) tablespoon of finely grated parmesan cheese
Method
•
Preheat oven to 180 C degrees.
•
Combine all ingredients in a bowl and mix thoroughly.
•
Grease a baking dish with olive oil and pour in the mixture.
•
Cook until the mixture is lightly golden on top and cooked all the way through (gently poke
the middle to check if it's firm) - approximately 20 to 30 minutes, depending on your oven
and the baking dish you're using.
•
Allow to cool thoroughly.
•
Cut into small cubes.
•
Store in the fridge (or freezer).
Options
•
Substitute the tuna with tinned salmon in spring water or very finely shredded cooked
chicken meat (eg from a leftover BBQ or roast chicken) - just make sure there is no skin or
bones.
Recipe adapted from: https://moderndogmagazine.com/articles/diy-eat-tuna-fudge/29925
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Committee Notes
The Club’s Main Committee meets on the last Tuesday of every month (except December).
Copies of committee minutes are available on request from the club’s Secretary.
Some of the matters discussed at recent meetings are noted below. ©

29 September 2020
•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

We noted the publication of Stage 3 of
the Club’s COVID-19 Safety Plan and the
accompanying ‘Q&As on COVID-19
arrangements’ that applies to all Club
activities until the end of the calendar
year.
We noted out-of-session approval of
increases to the Club’s fees and charges
in accordance with clause 17(vii) of the
Constitution with effect from 1 October
2020.
Following its circulation to Subcommittees for comment, we approved
the Club’s Training ethos statement that
applies to all Club
activities.
Following their
circulation to Subcommittees for
comment, we noted
out-of-session
approval of the
revised Rules for the
conduct of elections
for Committee.
We noted repairs to
fencing in the Agility
and Obedience rings.
We noted the installation of new airconditioners in the kitchen and
instructors’ room.
We noted the installation of fire
extinguishers in the Agility Shed and
Workshop.
We noted progress on the production of
the 2021 Dogs of the ACT Companion
Dog Club calendar (featuring all the
Club’s activities).
We noted the Club’s successful grant
application to the ACT Government’s
2021 Sport and Recreation Grants
Program for $9000 to cover the cost of
an additional storage container to
improve access to Club training
equipment.
We noted progress on the roll-out of the
Agility instructors’ course, and received
copies of revised Agility policy
documents for comment.
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10 November 2020
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

We welcomed Juliet Ward and Maxine
Robinson to the Committee following the
Annual General Meeting.
We endorsed membership of the Agility,
Obedience Trialling and Rally, Flyball,
Tracking and Behaviour Training subcommittees.
We agreed on arrangements for a social
get-together for all Club members on
Sunday 6 December to celebrate the
end of the year.
We noted the outcome of the election
for Dogs ACT Council held at the Dogs
ACT Annual General Meeting on 27
October, see https://
dogsact.org.au/about-us/
council-members/ for
details.
•
We noted income
from the Club’s participation
in the Container Deposit
Scheme (with 822 containers
deposited).
•
We noted a 15%
increase in income and a
10% decrease in
expenditure compared to
the same period last financial year. The
Club recorded a profit before
depreciation of $19,971 for this period
compared to a loss of $3,200 last year.
The Club ceased to be eligible for the
Commonwealth Government’s COVID19 support from September. Income will
slow considerably until the New Year
when bookings for 2021 classes open.
We agreed on the location and
orientation of the new shipping
container (abutting the existing
container).
We noted repairs to the Club’s
floodlighting system after the failure of
multiple metal halide lights.
We noted completion of repairs to the
irrigation system (which remains off due
to the wet weather). Inquiries are
continuing to enable the taps
connected to the bore to operate while
the system is turned off. Drinking bowls
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Committee Notes … continued

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

remain unavailable due to the ongoing outbreak of Kennel Cough in the Canberra
community.
We noted plans to shore up the tank in the Bore Paddock to prevent further subsidence and
cracking. This is expected to occur in conjunction with the earthworks required for the
installation of the new shipping container.
We noted that the Club’s print run of the 2021 Dogs of the ACT Companion Dog Club
calendar had almost sold out, delivering a profit of $975 to the Club.
We acknowledged the participation of the Club’s DWD/Tricks, Drill Team and Dogs-asTherapy members in two community events at Haig Park in Braddon.
We noted the roll-out of Term 4 Behaviour Training classes with 319 dog/handler teams
registered for classes.
We noted the Obedience Trialling and Rally Sub-committee’s preparations for rule changes
to Rally trials from 1 January 2021.
We noted the cancellation of the Agility trial scheduled for 31 October due to inclement
weather and its rescheduling to 28 November.
We noted the participation of the Club’s flyballers at a race meet in Dapto, including the
debut of Vanessa March and her Border Collie Erin.
We noted the inter-club co-operation and successful conduct of an ANKC Scent Work
Judges Training event at the Club, including lessons learnt for the hosting of trials in this new
ANKC sport in 2021.

RSPCA ANIMAL WELFARE SCIENCE UPDATE
Many popular indoor plants are toxic to companion animals. This review discusses the indoor
plants most commonly associated with companion animal poisoning in Europe.
Effects of plant poisoning range from mild vomiting and diarrhoea from ingestion of glycoside
containing Aucuba japonica (spotted laurel) to potentially fatal gastrointestinal, neurological and
liver problems from ingestion of just one or two seeds of the Cycas revoluta (sago palm).
Anthurium species (flamingo flowers), Dieffenbachia species (dumb canes), Spathiphyllum
species (peace lilies) and Zantedeschia aethiopica (arum lilies) contain calcium oxalates that if
ingested cause clinical signs including drooling, difficulty swallowing, vomiting, diarrhoea, eye
and breathing problems. Rhododendron species including azaleas and Nandina domestica
(sacred bamboo), contain glycosides that if ingested cause gastrointestinal signs, breathing,
heart and neurological problems. Cyclamen species (eg Persian violets) and Dracaena
marginata (dragon tree) contain saponins that if ingested cause drooling, gastrointestinal signs,
heart and neurological problems. Euphorbia pulcherrima (poinsettia), which are common
Christmas ornamentals, contain a range of substances that can cause irritation to the eyes,
mouth, throat and gastrointestinal tract resulting in signs such as conjunctivitis, vomiting and
diarrhoea. Lilium species (lilies) contain alkaloids that cause kidney failure if ingested by cats. One
of the most common indoor plants, Ficus benjamina (ficus) also contain a variety of toxins that
irritate the skin and gastrointestinal tract.
Given the ubiquity of these toxic plants, measures should be put in place to prevent companion
animal poisoning. The authors also recommend a centralised system for reporting cases of
companion animal poisoning.
Source: Bertero A, Fossati P, Caloni F (2020) ‘Indoor companion animal poisoning by plants in
Europe’ Frontiers in Veterinary Science, 7.

SMILE — YOU’RE ON CCTV
The Club’s buildings and grounds are under
constant video camera surveillance
to provide better security and safety for members.
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Term Three (2020) Results
Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so
that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue.
Results are based on available documentation.

FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION
Adam/Natalie Leeson/Taffs & Leo
Aimee Dagseven & Freyja
Alexandra/David Langley/Naylor & Evie
Alison/Mark Egan & Maisy
Alistair Palfreyman & Mollie
Alysha Matthews & Isaac
Andrew Brodie & Chilli
Andrew Leggett & Kobe
Annette Neuendorf & Teddy
Anthony Bergin & Siggy
Ashlea Kinnane & Jericho
Brenda McDonald & Polly
Caglar, Cuneyt & Ares
Cameron Taylor & Scarlett Johansson
Christina Erwin & Hilda
Claire Trenham & Nike
Clare King & Charlie
Courtney Webber & Diggity
David Murphy & Daryl
David/Alexandra Naylor/Langley & Lani
Eileen Metherell & Matilda
Ella Muller & Luna
Emmy Yager & Clancy
Genevieve Wright & Jessie
Geoff Howarth & Alto
Greg/John Johnston/Watson & Wilma
Hannah Wood & Huckleberry
Heather Davey & Oscar
Heather Wrathall & Jupiter
Isabella Stein & Bugsy
Jacqui Millard & Tilly
James Chisholm & Argo
Jasmin/Xavier Douglas/Bradley & Cassie
Jeff Willing & Cassie
Jennifer Bulling & Paddy
Jill Howlett & Archie
Joanne Chapman & Jazz
Judith Lind & Hugo
Kara Lengyel & Louie
Karen Byron & Gus
Kay Hick & Rocky
Kevin Thackaberry & Bailey
Korske Ara & Lilli
Kristyn Jackson & Windsor
Kurt Robinson & Koda
Lesley Pothan & Morse
Liz Volker & Leo
Lorevic Tan & Charlie
Louise/Angus Kilpatrick & MJ
Lynn Robinson & Rosie
Marian Wolski & Bingo
Mary Kenehan & Wookie
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Melanie Burke & Mendell
Naomi Langmore & Dash
Natalie Fraser & Archie
Ned McRae & Frankie
Neil/Cathryn Walker & Angus
Penelope Robinson & Birdie
Peter Timson & Matilda
Robert/Peggy Hefner/Daroesman & Teddy
Samantha Cooper & George
Sarah Craig & Milo
Susan Akhurst & Peggy
Susan Barnard & Fergus
Susan Cowan & Callum
Susan Walters & Lenny
Tammy Norwood & Milo
Victoria/Lachlan Clare/Kennedy & Scramble
Vitaliy Yermachkov & Maxwell
Wendy Attenborough & Pooch
Zara Timson & Odie
CONSOLIDATION TO GRADUATION
Abigail Turner & Patch
Amy Yates/Michael Back & Pepper
Berk/Nicole Canturk & Rex
Bronwyn Galloway & Dean Mendygral & Charlie
Bronwyn Stensrud & Rogue
Christine Fulford & Bosley
Claire/James Williams/Daly & Marlow
David Brough & Harvey
Dianne Barton & Dash
Eileen Metherell & Kato
Emily Defina & Toby
Evan and Vesna Charalambou & Rosco
Evan/Krystal James/McHardie & Arnold
Faye/Charlie Murray/Marshall & Major
Gillian Tidey & Jin-Jin
Jane Rudgley & Turbo
Jason Shields & Ainslie
Jenny/Brett Scott & Ribbon
John Jones & Albert
Judy Coorey & Maggie
Julia Dunstan & Spuddy
Kate Millhouse & Scout
Kristen Barratt / Michael Halpin & Tully
Lauren Duffy & Fly
Libby McCutchan & Ember
Linda Hall & Archie
Lucy/Anthony Hudson/Bomball & Millie
Lynn Robinson & Rosie
Maria Rhodes & Ebony
Mary McMahon & Dee Dee
Melissa Coulter & Benji
Mikhayla Azzopardi & Kipper
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Term 3 results … continued
Nola Anderson & Bree
Rebecca Whalan & Bessel
Rikke Andersen/James Moorhouse & Finn
Rose Buckle & Matilda
Samantha Wall & Darcy
Sarah Darnley-Stuart & Miss Moneypenny
Shinta/Damon Benilda/Searle & Rama
Sophie Harper/Rupert Christie & Olive
Stella Gietzel & Bella
Stephen Woolridge & Lulu
Susan Robinson & Ellie
Toni Greaves & Harry
Tristyn Lowe & Toby

Kristina Pye & Baxter
Lucy McPherson & Stark
Melissa Berg/Coulter & Bailey
Melissa/Evie Turner & Patch
Nathalie/Luke Pjerner/Stolfo & Luigi
Sophie Dunstone & Elke
Stephanie Windsor & Hastings
Susan/Ian Barnard & Ciara
Wendy Lones & Ferris

GRADUATION TO COMPANION
Angharad Lodwick & Tabasco
Annette Martin & Libby
Cher Shearer & Xander
Jamie Gale (new) & Roxy
Jane Roberts & Ziggy
Jane Young & Frank
Jennifer Marshall & Misty
Jonathan Lyall & Milo
Kate Cox & Evie
Kathleen Plowman & Nellie
Katie Mills & Aki
Kayla Anderson & Gizmo
Keir Malpas & Addie
Kim Heaney & Frankie
Margaret Noakes & Bella
Marie Byrne & Bailey
Natalie/Adrian Chynoweth/Rawsthorn & Willow
Nicole Havranek & Lux
Rhiannon Paddick & Angel
Roger Pratt & Pepi
Scott James & Aoife
Veronika Swan & Cooper
COMPANION I TO COMPANION II
Amber Piper & Sadie

For the safety and welfare of all members,
use of the Club grounds is restricted to
financial members only.
You may NOT invite or bring non-members on to the
grounds or bring dogs that are not listed on your
membership application on to the grounds unless
you have obtained permission from a Club official
(ie Session Manager, Instructor, Committee
Member).
In some cases fees and conditions may apply.
If in doubt, please ask.
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Dances with Dogs
and Trick Dogs
By Raelene Stewart — Convenor
What a year it has been with COVID
changing how we do things. That has not
been all bad though and it even allowed
opportunities for some dog sports, like Trick
Dog training, to become an ‘at home’
activity to bend your dog’s brain and provide
enrichment. One of the other opportunities
that COVID gave was time to stand still,
breathe again and just truly enjoy the
relationship with your dog – not necessarily
with expectations of a ribbon.
Dances with Dogs
Dances with Dogs (DWD) has had a quiet
year. There was one competition on 18
January, however there were no ACT
Companion Dog Club competitors as the
focus was on the first ever Australian Trick
Dog competition held on the same day.
Subsequent to that, COVID hit, with classes
being disbanded for the remainder of the
year and the focus shifting to Trick Dog training within COVID constraints. Trick Dogs teaches core
moves that are put together and choregraphed for DWD. So while DWD has not been active, we
have certainly been working on our Trick Dog teams gaining the skills to be able to include DWD
training should they want to.
DWD classes will recommence in the New Year for existing members and those that have been
undertaking Trick Dog training this year. A requirement for DWD is that you have completed the
Starters level of Trick Dog training prior to taking up DWD. If you are interesting in finding out more
about DWD, or want to join classes starting in February 2021, please send an expression of interest
to contact@actcdc.org.au.
Trick Dogs
Trick Dogs is a new dog sport that commenced in 2020, under the auspices of Dances with Dogs
(DWD). It is a new fun canine activity that has four levels – Starters, Novice, Intermediate and
Advanced. As part of the DWD stream, Trick Dogs has been designed for tricks to be incremental
and increase in difficulty as handler/dog teams progress through the levels. Titles can be gained
as part of the sport, but of course the biggest win is the improved relationship with your dog.
While Trick Dogs is a sport in its own right, it is also designed to provide the skill sets to naturally
progress into Dances with Dogs – throw in some choreography to put the moves together with
some music and you have a DWD routine! Once starters level has been competently completed,
handler/dog teams can also look at taking part in the DWD classes.
We currently have two Trick Dog classes underway - Starters 1 class for newcomers and a
combined Starters 2 / Novice class for those that have completed Starters 1 and have six of the
tricks established from syllabus. Approximately 9 of the 15 Starters tricks are learned during the
Starters 1 class. The remainder are learned in Starters 2 / Novice level with opportunities for Novice
level extension when ready. To be eligible to take up Trick Dog training classes under the DWD
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Dances with Dogs … continued
stream, dogs will need to have satisfactorily
completed the Behaviour Training Level 2
(Consolidation) class or have similar
competencies.
The classes are intentionally kept small as there
is a lot to learn in a short period. We try to keep
the classes fun, friendly and positive as that is
the best way for both people and dogs to
learn. We also try to make it a ‘safe’
environment where people can manage their
dogs and training and everyone can share
their different training ideas and be
comfortable to be creative. After all, as long as
it is safe and positive-based, there are often
many ways to teach the same trick. It is
acknowledged that dogs and humans learn at
different rates, and given the large number of
tricks to learn, having fun during ‘homework’ is
highly encouraged.
I would like to make a special mention of a few
of our Trick Dog training people:
•
Jill Bradfield and Possum – Possum is a
super clever dog who is challenged by
dogs being in her personal space. Over
the year, Possum has become much
more relaxed, as has Jill, and the
precision of their tricks has seen great
improvement.
•
Anne Robertson and Kilti – Kilti found the
excitement of training very distracting
initially and also found smooth forward
movement very challenging. Anne and
Kilti have both shown the most
improvement over the year in all ways,
including calmness, focus and execution
of the tricks. Congratulations!
•
Hilarie and Rookie – Rookie is so very keen
to please Hilarie and is extremely
focussed on her as he watches her
waiting for the next cue. Rookie has
been learning more independence and
can now look away from Hilarie’s face
during the execution of a trick. He is also
becoming more calm around the other
dogs. Well done, Hilarie.
One of the biggest observations of Trick Dog
training (from an instructor’s point of view) is the
level of impact the most subtle change in the
handler’s cues can make to the dog’s learning.
This could be ever so slight, but leads to a large
improvement in outcome. You learn to read
your dog and understand its learning needs, as
this can be very specific to the dog/handler
combination. The level of confidence in many
of the dogs (and handlers) has been very
pleasing to watch.
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Lastly, I think that this is one of the most tiring
activities on both dog and human brains, so we
have kept the classes to 45 mins. I think
everyone needs some down time after. I am
VERY proud of all of the teams that have
undertaken Trick Dog training this year. Well
done and keep up the fun. You and your dog
will appreciate it.
Of course, tricks will also continue to be taught
in other Club training classes (including
Behaviour Training and Rally) in accordance
with their own syllabuses.
DWD and Trick Dog training is expected to
return to Wednesday evenings (COVIDpermitting) next year. Expressions of interest for
the Trick Dog classes can be sent to
contact@actcdc.org.au.

Above: Trick Dog class participant ‘Kilti’
demonstrates the practical application of the
‘Send Away’ to have her weight checked on the
Club’s weighing scales.
Many of the behaviours taught in Tricks class can
also be used in other contexts to help your dog
happily co-operate with husbandry procedures—
Nose To Hand Touch, Step Up, Follow Target Stick,
Paw On Hand, Find Straddle and more. What a
great way to help your dog gain confidence
and trust!
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Why “sit” happens … continued
ActSmart

Recycling

By Heather McPherson
The Club is accredited under the ACT
Government’s ActSmart business recycling
program in recognition of its waste
management initiatives.
Please do the right thing and always use the
most appropriate bin to dispose of rubbish on
the Club grounds. Unsure? Read the posters on
the bins and around the grounds to make the
right choice.
Did you know that most drink bottles and cans
now attract a 10 cent refund under the ACT
Government’s Container Deposit Scheme? The
Club is collecting refundable containers as a
fund-raising initiative so please put any
refundable containers you use on the grounds
in the designated bin in the Clubhouse.

Above: Charlie lends a paw collecting
refundable containers on the Club grounds.
(Photo: Vanessa March)

You can also drop your refundable containers
at any of the ACT Government’s Return-It
locations (see https://www.returnit.com.au/
locations/) and donate your refund to the Club
so that we can use the donated funds for
special fundraising projects (we need LOTS of
containers to meet our goals!).

Did you know
we use
compostable
poo bags at the
Club, too?

And remember, in the ACT disposable coffee
cups can be placed in the mixed recycling
(yellow-lidded) bins — at the Club and at
home.

Do you take
extra poo bags
from the
dispensers
around the Club
grounds so that
you have a
ready supply at
home?

We also recycle all the batteries used for timing
equipment at the Club’s Agility trials and Flyball
race meets. After they are exhausted we send
them to Battery World in Phillip.

If you like the
bags and want
to use them elsewhere please purchase bulk
suppliers from the PAWS Shop.

And we collect and recycle all the used
aluminium coffee pods used in the Club shop.

Packs of 50 cost $6.00. This helps the Club
cover its costs.

Our Return-It account number is 0262957764
Keep the number in your wallet at all times!
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Club Activities
BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING
The Club offers four levels of Behaviour Training
classes for all breeds and ages of dogs to learn
how to behave appropriately at home and in
the community. These classes will help you
understand how your dog learns and will teach
you how to train your dog to be a good
companion. The focus is on teaching practical
life skills such as learning to relax, walking on
lead without pulling; to come when called; to
sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at
doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and
to socialize appropriately with dogs and
people. You will need to ring up to book your
dog in (see Office contact details on page 10).
You should do this several weeks in advance of
your desired entry date to ensure that you will
get a place. Dates for the next course can be
found in the Calendar on the website.

DOGS-AS-THERAPY
Members and their dogs visit nursing homes
and schools to provide pet therapy for residents
and students. If you have a dog that is people
and dog friendly and isn’t fazed by noise and
movement this activity might be for you. Note:
This activity is currently suspended due to
COVID-19 public health measures.

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB
Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials
(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high
degree of handler-dog team work and
precision over a range of exercises at different
levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork,
retrieving, scent work, taking directions a
distance and stays. In most cases, dogs must
have passed the Consolidation level of
Behaviour Training (Level 2) to be admitted to
the entry-level Skills class.

Rally – Rally is an obedience competition that
requires the handler and dog team to
negotiate a course in the heel position and to
perform various manoeuvres such as sits,
downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers
are able to praise their dog while it is working. In
most cases, dogs must have completed the
Skills class (above) to participate in Rally
classes.

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach

as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog
walks and weave poles. Once you have
gained some basic skills, the challenge is to
learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one
obstacle to another on a course, and the
courses change each time so that you and
your dog are constantly being challenged to
improve your skills. To start training dogs must
be at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s
skeletal and musculature system is strong
enough; physically sound and not overweight;
and under control off-lead around other dogs
and activities. Dogs are subject to an intake
test to assess their suitability to start training.

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles,
release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their
handler over the hurdles. It is a fast and furious
team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy.
Dogs must be at least 12 months old to ensure
the dog’s skeletal and musculature system is
strong enough; physically sound and not
overweight; and under control off-lead around
other dogs and activities. In most cases, dogs
must have passed the Consolidation level of
Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Flyball.

Dances with Dogs (DWD) – In this sport
handlers take obedience skills to a new level by
performing routines to music with their dogs. All
you need to get involved is a love of music, the
desire to have a great time with your dog and
a commitment to rewards-based training. DWD
is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of
all breeds, sizes and ages. In 2020 a new
sport—Trick Dogs—is offered as the entry level
for the DWD program. In most cases, dogs must
have passed the Consolidation level of
Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Trick classes.

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports
involves the dog following a scent trail left
behind when a person walks across grass and
other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted
during the cooler months due to the risk of
snakes. The Club provides an information
session in autumn and organizes ‘peer-support’
training to help members get started.
Conditions apply to joining the Club for this
sport due to its seasonal nature.
For more information about the Club’s activities
refer to the relevant contacts or leave your
name at the Club Office (page 10)

your dog to negotiate different obstacles such
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News from the Paws Shop
By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager

OPENING TIMES
Wednesday 9.45am - 12.15pm
Thursday
6.15- 9.15pm
Sunday
9:15am - 12.15pm

The Paws Shop will be closed from Sunday 6th December
2020 until the resumption of Behaviour Training classes on
Wednesday 3rd February 2021.
Jess and I would like to thank all Club members and their
four-legged friends for their support in what has been a
very unusual year. We love supporting your training
endeavours and helping to meet your dog’s enrichment
needs.
We hope you have a great holiday
break and we look forward to seeing
you in 2021— hopefully in a more
relaxed and enjoyable way than this
year.
On a personal note I would like to
thank Jess and my fellow Committee
members for their care, support and
help managing the shop during my
recent unexpected absence.

STOP PRESS!
We have just sourced some more HANDMADE TUG TOYS in assorted sizes suitable for small, medium
and large dogs. Tug toys are a great training aid for dynamic behaviours (think recalls, Agility and
Flyball) as well as providing a great bonding game with your dog. Check out the stock at the Club
shop before classes end this year.
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News from the Paws shop … continued

NEW

Snuffle/Forage Mats ($35.00)
Handmade in South Australia
Sprinkle small kibble among the fleecy tufts.
Great for supervised foraging by puppies

NEW
The Trainer’s Pouch ($30.00-$35.00)
Australian-made, easy to clean silicone
Available in two sizes
Food Puzzles For Enrichment
Kong Gyro from $18.50
Kong Wobbler from $30.00
Kong Quest Bone from $15.00
Classic Kongs from $10.00
and more!
Slow Feeder Plates & Licki Mats
($15.00-$19.00)
Dishwasher and freezer safe
Spread soft foods (cooked vegetables,
tinned sardines, cottage cheese, mince)
and let your dog forage.

Lambs Ears
Crunchy, chewy treats
$1.20 each or 10 for $10.00

See the full list of
shop stock on page 56
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Class Times
BEHAVIOUR TRAINING

(subject to Covid-19 arrangements)

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

Assessment

Level 1 - Foundation (Puppy)

10:00 - 11.00am

6.30 - 7.30pm

9:30 -10.30am

Assessed in class

Level 1 - Foundation (Adult)

10:00 - 11.00am

6.30 - 7.30pm

9:30 -10.30am

Assessed in class

Level 2 - Consolidation

10:00 - 11.00am

8.00 - 9.00pm

11.00 - 12 noon

Assessed in class

Level 3 - Graduation

11.30am - 12.30pm

8.00 - 9.00pm

11.00 - 12 noon

Assessed in class

Level 4 - Companion

11.30am - 12.30pm

6.30 - 7.30pm

9:30 - 10.30am

Assessed in class

10:00 - 11.00am

-

9:30 - 10.30am

Assessed in class

-

-

11.00 - 12 noon

Assessed in class

Companion Plus
Drill /Demonstration Team

Companion (Level 4) class times may vary from term to term
OBEDIENCE TRIALLING

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

Assessment

Skills Class (entry level)

10.00 -11.00am

6.45 - 7.45pm

-

Assessed in class

11:15am -12.15pm

8.00 - 9.00pm

-

N/A

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

Assessment

-

N/A

Obedience Trialling
RALLY
All levels (except entry level –
see Skills Class above)
AGILITY

10.00 -11.00am

6.45 - 7.45pm

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Assessment

Level One

6.00 - 7.15pm

-

-

Assessed in class

Level Two

7.15 - 8.45pm

-

-

Assessed in class

Level Three

-

-

6.15 - 7.45pm

Assessed in class

Level Four

-

-

6.45 - 8.15pm

Assessed in class

6.45 - 8.15pm
(Sunday and
Monday)

-

-

Trial performance

-

7.00 - 8.30 pm

-

Trial performance

Novice
Excellent/Masters

Agility classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5). Class times/days may vary from term to term
FLYBALL

Wednesday

Sunday

Beginners

-

12.30 - 1.30 pm

Assessed in class

Intermediate

-

1.30 - 2.30 pm

Assessed in class

Advanced

-

2.30 - 3.30 pm

Assessed in class

Squad training (on demand)

6.45 - 7.45pm

-

N/A

Flyball classes are usually held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks
DANCES WITH DOGS AND TRICKS DOGS

Wednesday

Tricks

7.00 - 7.45pm

Assessed in class

DWD

8.00 - 8.45pm

Assessed in class

DWD/Tricks classes are expected to return to the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground in 2021.
Times are indicative only at time of publication.
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Calendar of Events 2020-21
ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO COVID-19 MEASURES IN PLACE AT THE TIME
CHECK THE CLUB’S WEBSITE FOR LATEST DETAILS
DECEMBER Tue 1
Wed 2
Thu 3
Sun 6

JANUARY

CDC Ribbon Gamblers Trial
CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training classes end (week 8)
CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training classes end (week 8)
CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training classes end (week 8) /
CDC XMAS PARTY (evening)

Wed 9
Fri 18

Session 5 Agility ends
ACT School holidays start

Fri 1

New Year's Day / BDOC Trick Dog Test*

Thurs 7

Office re-opens

Sat 16

CDC Double Rally Trial (evening)

Sat 23

BDOC Trick Dog Test*

Tue 26

Australia Day

Wed 27 Agility intake
FEBRUARY

Mon 1

ACT School Term 1 starts / TRAINING RECOMMENCES / Agility Session 1
commences

Wed 3

CDC Term 1 Behaviour Training classes start

Thu 4

CDC Term 1 Behaviour Training classes start

Sun 7

CDC Term 1 Behaviour Training classes start

Wed 10 TDTC Agility Ribbon Trial (evening)*

MARCH

Sun 14

Valentine's Day

Sat 20

CDC Agility Jumping and Games Trial (evening)

Sat 6

CDC Double Rally Trial (evening)

Mon 8

Canberra Day

Tues 9

CDC Agility Ribbon Jumping Trial (evening)

Sat 13

CDC Obedience Trial (evening)

Sat 20

BDOC Agility and Jumping Trial (evening)*

Wed 24 CDC Term 1 Behaviour Training classes end (week 8) / Agility Session 1 ends
Thurs 25 CDC Term 1 Behaviour Training classes end (week 8)
Sun 28

CDC Term 1 Behaviour Training classes end (week 8)

Wed 31 Agility intake
APRIL

Fri 2

Good Friday / ACT school holidays start

Sat 3
Sun 4

Easter Saturday / CDC Agility Jumping and Games Trial / Agility Session 2
commences
Easter Sunday / CDC Agility Jumping and Games Trial / Daylight saving ends

Mon 5

Easter Monday

Sat 10

BDOC Double Obedience Trial*

Mon 19

ACT school term 2 starts / BDOC Agility Ribbon Trial* (evening)
Wed 21 CDC Term 2 Behaviour Training classes start
Thurs 22 CDC Term 2 Behaviour Training classes start

MAY

Sun 25

ANZAC Day

Mon 26

ANZAC Day public holiday
CDC Term 2 Behaviour Training classes start

Sun 2

* Not held on CDC grounds
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Off-lead exercise at our Club
Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas.
Read the gate signs and the poster on the Club’s outside noticeboards.
You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked.

NOTE:
Due to COVID-19
measures there is
no use of any offlead areas 30
minutes before or
after Behaviour
Training classes
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 Do the right thing:
Read the ‘Using the club
grounds’ brochure on the
website as well as the
gate signs.
 Play safe - use common
sense in the off-lead
areas.
 Keep your dog away from
gates when other dogs
are entering and leaving.
Always ask and gain
permission from
everyone before going
into an area that is
already occupied.
 Enter on lead and remove
the lead while your dog is
sitting.
 Keep moving to minimise
tension and scuffles
between dogs.
 Stay alert and keep an
eye on your dog.
 Do not allow your dog to
fence-run. It is not
appropriate behaviour.
 Always reward your dog
for coming to you.
 Avoid using balls and
other toys if you are
sharing the area with
other dogs.
 Leave immediately if your
dog becomes anxious, or
is annoying or aggressive
towards other dogs.
 Limit your time to 15
minutes if other members
are waiting to use the
same area.
 Always clean up after
your dog.
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