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About Our Club 

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), 

established in 1958 as the first dog training 

Club in the ACT, has an average household 

membership of around 800 each year. It is a 

non-profit organisation relying mostly on 

volunteers to run activities with some 

occasional grant assistance. About 70 

instructors volunteer their time to conduct 

Behaviour Training and dog sport classes in 

Agility, Dances With Dogs, Flyball, Obedience 

Trialling, Rally, Tracking and Tricks from 

February to November each year. The Club also 

has a Dogs-As-Therapy group that visits 

nursing homes and schools with their dogs  for 

the enjoyment of the residents and support for 

student. 

While much of the work in maintaining and 

running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer 

basis we do have some paid help. We have a 

paid office manager and two junior shop 

assistants and the mowing of the grounds is 

undertaken by a contractor. The Club caters for 

disabled access with paved paths, designated 

parking spaces and toilet facilities. 

The aims and objectives of the Club are to: 

 

• promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs; 

• teach members to train their dogs, of 

whatever breed, in dog obedience and other 

related canine skills, using motivational 

training methods; 

• promote participation and training in a range 

of dog sports; 

• promote and participate in dog training and 

other activities associated with dog training; 

• support the rights of dog owners, provided 

that such ownership is conducted in a 

responsible manner; 

• actively promote community interaction with 

dogs; 

• provide facilities necessary or convenient for 

its activities; 

• promote positive relationships between 

owners and dogs; and 

• enhance the development of social skills of 

dogs. 

Have a comment or idea 

you’d like to share? 

Email  

contact@actcdc.org.au  

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Cover picture 

Simone Pensko’s West Highland White Terrier ‘Ivy’ features on the Club’s new website 

(Photo: Carmen Kong) 
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Announcing our new website 

On Wednesday 17 March the Club launched its new website. The new website showcases all of 

the Club’s activities and enables prospective and existing members to find out what each activity 

is about, when classes are held, how to enrol in classes and what is involved in competing. 

 

There is a rolling news banner at the top of each page, and calendar and class timetable 

information for all of the Club’s activities.   

 

The website also provides access to the Club’s key governance and policy documents and useful 

links about responsible dog ownership and recreational opportunities in the ACT and surrounding 

region. There are also additional links to peak bodies for dog sports and dog welfare as well as 

recommended online training resources and training tips written by Club instructors. 

 

The launch of the website coincides with the roll-out of the Club’s new online class booking system 

for new and existing members. Initially we will only be using the system to manage new member 

bookings for Behaviour Training classes but we hope to extend its use in the coming months to 

membership renewals and bookings for all of the Club’s training activities.  

 

All photos on the website feature Club dogs. Can you recognise who they are? 

 

Go to www.actcdc.org.au and explore the new website. We hope you like it.  

 

Our thanks to Peter and Chloe at Icarus Industrial Design for working with us on the new design. 

http://www.actcdc.org.au


 From the Dog Kennel  

Editor and President — Anne Robertson  

Welcome to the first issue of The Good 

Companion for 2021.  

 

This issue coincides with the launch of our new 

website (see page 4). The new website 

showcases all of the Club’s activities and 

provides access to the Club’s new online class 

booking system for new members (the system 

will be rolled out to existing members in due 

course). 

 

All the photos on the website feature Club 

dogs and I’d like to thank the following 

members and friends for contributing their 

images: Susan Barnard, Lesli Cameron, Mark 

Corbould, Maelyn Draper, Joanne Hagan, 

Carmen Kong, Anna Mayberry, Lara Sedgmen, 

Cathy Vaughan, Claire Weekes and Sportz 

Fotos.   

 

The website also  includes a fabulous 

promotional video produced by Bernard 

Pearson for the Club. You  can find a link to it 

on the ‘What we offer > Activities’ page. 

 

Get a cuppa and spend a few minutes having 

a look around the new site and watching the 

video: www.actcdc.org.au.  

 

This issue also includes the Club’s new Rules 

(see pages 9-11). The Rules have recently been 

revised to bring them up-to-date for the Club’s 

needs. All Club members are bound by the 

Rules so please read them so that you know 

your obligations. The Rules are also published 

on the new website and referenced in the 

online class booking system. 

 

In January 2021 the Australian National Kennel 

Council introduced a new dog sport, Scent 

Work (also known as Nose Work). Scent Work 

draws on the same skills used by customs, 

quarantine and military detection dogs to 

locate an odour and communicate to the 

handler that the odour has been found. At its 

simplest, Scent Work can be as ‘easy’ as 

teaching a dog to seek out yummy food 

hidden in cardboard boxes 

around your home or garden. 

This is a great sensory 

enrichment and therapeutic 

activity for dogs young and 

old. In the competitive sport 

of Scent Work, the dog’s 

scenting skills are honed to 

recognise specific essential oils or 

‘odours’ (such as Birch, Anise and Clove) and 

to detect them in a variety of settings 

(including indoors, outdoors and in vehicles) 

and in changing environmental conditions.  

Local Nose Work trainer John Sam has 

contributed an article about his personal 

journey into the world of scent for this issue of 

the magazine (see pages 13-15). You can also 

find out more about the Club’s Scent Work 

activities on the new website. 

 

At the end of 2020 the Club held its Christmas 

Party and pared-back Annual Awards to 

celebrate the end of a very disrupted and 

unsettling year. We caught up with friends, 

celebrated the contribution of members and 

instructors to the Club and  provided 

mementoes to handlers and dogs who had 

achieved success in the trial ring during the 

year. Details and photos are provided on 

pages 16-20. 

 

The Club’s Main Committee and sub-

committees continue to donate their time to 

keep the Club running smoothly. Please stay up

-to-date with all of their efforts on your behalf 

by reading the Committee Notes on pages 39-

42 and say a quick ‘thank you’ when you meet 

these hard-working members on the grounds 

(see page 2 for Committee details). 

 

If you are reading this issue in print, you can 

also download it in glorious colour on the 

website.  Use Adobe 

Acrobat PDF viewer for 

best results.  Enjoy the 

Easter break and we’ll see 

you back in Term 2 ! 
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"Relationships improve when we are able to read 

and  respond to an animal's body language 

and engage in a dialogue with the animal" 

 

Ken Ramirez 
Executive Vice President and Chief Training Officer  

Karen Pryor Clicker Training  

Page |6 The Good Companion | March 2021| Vol 33 | No 1 

Did you know that your instructors are all volunteers? 
Please give them a special ‘thank you’ 

during National Volunteer Week … and every week! 

The Class of 2021 
Each year the Club conducts a study course for members to become instructors for its Behaviour 

Training program. This year’s candidates include (L-R) Mandy, Hari, Kellee, Jess, Christina, Kayla, 

Jacqui, Emily, Barbara, Marcelo, Jill and Natasha (absent: Julia). 
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 What’s Coming Up At Our Club ? 

How should I prepare for classes in winter ? 

 

It can be VERY, VERY cold on the Club grounds 

during the winter months, especially if you train 

on Thursday nights (or other evenings for 

Agility). It is a good idea to wear a beanie, 

scarf, several layers of clothes—including a 

windproof jacket—and shoes with very thick 

soles. Please be aware that if you use hand 

warmers (air activated single use heat packs) 

they can pose a risk to dogs if ingested. So, if 

you own a dog that investigates your coat 

pockets for left-over food it is best to avoid 

using hand warmers. 

 

Dogs feel the cold too—especially if they are 

small, fine-haired, elderly or underweight—so 

you may also like to put a coat on your dog. If 

your dog is not used to wearing a coat, 

introduce it over a number of practice sessions 

at home—pair putting on the coat with 

something the dog really loves to eat (eg roast 

chicken, grilled sausage).  

 

The Club has recently adopted guidance for 

Club officials to determine whether Behaviour 

Training classes should be cancelled due to 

adverse weather or other environmental 

conditions. It has some great advice for 

members as well. You can read it on the Club’s 

website (see Support > Resources > Adverse 

Weather Policy). If you are participating in 

Behaviour Training classes, please check the 

Club’s public Facebook page for advice on 

class cancellations. 

 

The Club’s dog sports have their own policies 

on class cancellations so please check with 

your sports instructor about your sport’s class 

arrangements due to weather and other 

conditions.  

 

What events are coming up at the Club ? 

 

The Club’s annual Easter Agility Jumping and 

Games Trial will be held on Easter Saturday and 

Easter Sunday on the Club grounds. Please 

note that under the Club’s Stage 4 COVID-19 

Safety Plan the grounds will be CLOSED to 

members not actively participating in the trial. 

 

Will the Club be undertaking Tracking activities 

this winter ? 

 

Subject to COVID-19 public health directions, 

the Club is planning to hold an information 

evening, practice day, training days and two 

trials this year. See the Calendar on the Club’s 

website for details. Members interested in 

learning more are encouraged to attend the 

information evening at 6.30pm on Monday 17 

May  in the Clubhouse. Watch out for the 

notice on Facebook. 

 

Is the RSPCA’s Million Paws Walk on this May ? 

 

The RSPCA (ACT) has announced that its Million 

Paws Walk will  be held virtually this year with 

dog owners and other supporters encouraged 

to hit the pavement in their own 

neighbourhoods to raise funds for animals in 

need. Free registrations for the event will open 

in mid-March. Check the RSPCA (ACT) website 

for details (see www.rspca-act.org.au/). 

Want to keep in touch with the latest activities 

at the Club ? 

  

Information is available from: 

• Our website - www.actcdc.org.au 

• Notice boards (inside and outside the 

Clubhouse) 

• Your Instructors 

• The Session Manager on the grounds on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays 

during  Behaviour Training classes 

• The Calendar on page 51 

• Our public Facebook page. You can see 

it without being a registered FB user—see 

the link on our website 

Did you know we are on Instagram? 

www.instagram.com/actcompaniondogclub/.  

Please tag our Instagram account and hashtag it … 

and photograph yourself at the Club having fun with 

your dog and send us the photos to put on our  

account for everyone to enjoy.  

 

http://www.rspca-act.org.au/
http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.instagram.com/actcompaniondogclub/
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Thanks For Your Contribution 

The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Term One (February-March 2021): 

 

Behaviour Training: Catriona Anderson, Gillian Atkin, Susan Barnard, Jill Bradfield, Oliver Caddick, 

Kerry Deans, Sophie Dunstone, Christina Erwin, Dianne Gallasch, Barbara Gough, Sharon Haines, 

Renee Hamilton, Linda Harper, Peter Hendriks, Hilarie Kemp, Chris Lathbury, Ping Leong, Izabela 

Lisiecka, Heather McPherson, Penny Pardoe-Matthews, Kathleen Plowman, Lesley Pothan, Leslie 

Roberts, Anne Robertson, Jane Rylands, Fiona Straffon, Jess Strain, Jackie Trotter, Lizzie Waddell, 

Juliet Ward, Claire Weekes, Julie Whitmore, Chris Woodgate  

Reserves: Di Adams, Linda Spinaze, Jane Vickers, Cathy Vaughan 

 

Agility (Session 1):  Di Adams, Greg Collins, Wendy Hathaway, Lucy 

Jesiolowski, Maureen Lewis, Simone Pensko, Lara Sedgmen, Linda 

Spinaze, Steph Windsor 

 

Obedience Trialling and Rally: Vikki Evans, Laraine Frawley, Charlie Giles, 

Sue Howie, Cath Perry, Geoff Woodman, Trish Woodman 

 

Flyball: Cathy Vaughan 

 

Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog: Jill Bradfield, Raelene Stewart, Juliet 

THANK YOU 

— CDC Instructors — 

Serving the CDC canine community for more than 60 years! 

TERM BREAK 
 

Term 1 classes end on Sunday 28th March  

 

Classes resume after the 

school holidays on  

Wednesday 21st April 

Thursday 22nd April 

Sunday 2nd May* 

 

Enjoy Easter  

but remember ... 
Only the New Members’ presentation  

will be held on Anzac Day (25 April) 
* 
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Updated Club Rules 

The following Rules are established under clause 17(iii) of the ACT Companion Dog Club’s 

Constitution. These Rules support the effective operation of the Club and the safety and well-

being of its members and authorised visitors.  

 

All members (and, where stated, authorised visitors) are expected to follow the Club rules. A 

member who persistently refuses or neglects to comply with the Club’s Constitution or these Rules 

may be suspended or expelled from the Club. 

 

Definitions: 

• ‘Club official’ is (i) a member of the Club holding the position of Club instructor, member of a 

Sub-committee, member of the Main Committee or session manager and (ii) the Club’s 

office manager. 

• ‘Member’ is a financial member of the Club whose membership is approved by the Main 

Committee. 

• ‘Authorised visitor’ is a non-member who has permission to access the Club to participate in 

a trial, competition, race-meet or other event approved by the Main Committee. 

 

General: 

1. The Club is a dog training and trialling facility and training and trialling activities always take 

precedence over other uses. 

2. Members (excluding Club instructors) are required to regularly participate in the Club's 

training classes throughout the year and must nominate the activity/s that they intend to 

participate in when applying for and renewing their membership. 

3. Membership entitles a member to attend the Club to participate in one training class per 

week in each activity in which they are enrolled each term or session. Access to the Club’s 

facilities outside class times may be restricted without notice. 

4. Members may only bring dogs listed on their membership record onto the Club grounds. 

5. Members must abide by the Club’s Work, health and safety policy and supporting 

documents when on the Club grounds or at an approved event off-site. 

6. Members and authorised visitors must follow any reasonable direction given by a Club 

official when on the Club grounds or at an approved event off-site. 

7. Members and authorised visitors must abide by the protocols set out in the document Using 

the Club grounds at all times. 

At its February meeting the Club’s Main Committee endorsed revised Rules for the Club following 

consultation with all Sub-Committees. Club Rules are subsidiary to the Club’s Constitution and 

all members are bound by both the Constitution and Rules (clause 7(a)(iv)).  

Please read the Rules so that you know your obligations as a Club member. 

https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_constitution__28_april_2015_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/CDC-WHS-policy-September-2020.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/trifold_brochure_-_using_the_club_grounds__march_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/trifold_brochure_-_using_the_club_grounds__march_2020_.pdf
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Club Rules … continued

8. Members and authorised visitors may not bring their dog(s) inside the clubhouse unless it is a 

recognised Assistance Dog or they have received permission from a Club official. Dogs 

inside the clubhouse must remain on lead or crated during office hours unless they are 

participating in an activity approved by a Club official. 

9. Only Club officials (and members with disability parking permits) may use the Club’s carpark 

during Behaviour Training classes (Note: Club officials must display a Club sticker). Members 

and authorised visitors may use the carpark at other times if the vehicle gate is open but 

must vacate the car park if requested by a Club official. Club officials are responsible for 

ensuring that the vehicle gate is locked when leaving the Club grounds. 

 

Health: 

10. The Club is a smoke-free environment, and 

members and authorised visitors are not 

allowed to smoke anywhere on the Club 

grounds (including buildings). Vaping is also 

prohibited. 

11. Members’ dogs must be at least 12 weeks of 

age and fully vaccinated against distemper, 

canine hepatitis and parvovirus before 

attending the Club’s training classes. A 

current vaccination certificate must be 

sighted and/or proof of immunity (eg titre 

test) must be provided before a dog may 

attend class for the first time and at any 

subsequent time on request. Homeopathic 

alternatives are not accepted. 

12. Dogs must not be brought on to the Club 

grounds if suffering from any infectious or 

contagious illness or condition or if they have 

been in contact with an infectious or 

contagious dog until cleared by a 

veterinarian. Proof must be provided on 

request. 

13. Members and authorised visitors must remove their dog’s faeces immediately and place the 

waste in the bins provided on the Club grounds. It is the responsibility of handlers to have an 

adequate supply of bags with them when on the Club grounds. 

14. Female dogs in oestrus (‘on heat’) are not permitted on the Club grounds for a period of 21 

days after the first sign of their season is noticed. 

 

Safety: 

15. Members are responsible for the behaviour of the dog(s) under their care on the Club 

grounds and must strive to minimise the risk of unsafe or inappropriate behaviour by 

proactively monitoring and managing their dog(s) at all times. 

16. During Club training classes, dogs must be kept on lead or crated at all times except when 

participating in off-lead activities under the supervision of a Club instructor. 

17. Members must consider the welfare of their dog(s) and the safety of other members when 

tethering their dog(s) on the Club grounds at any time. A tethered dog must not be able to 

reach another tethered dog. Dogs must not be tethered using any type of head collar. 

18. Members must not allow their dog(s) to approach a tethered or crated dog at any time. 

19. Members must not approach or make physical contact with a dog without the express 

permission of its handler at any time. 

20. Club instructors have authority over their class and may ask a member to take their dog out 

of class if it is unable to be safely controlled or is showing signs of stress that compromises its 

welfare. 

21. In the event of a physical conflict between dogs or between dog/s and person/s on the 

Club grounds, handlers must gain control of their own dog, place it on lead (if not already 

on lead), remove it from the immediate vicinity of the conflict, and report the incident to a 

Club official as soon as possible. To minimise further risks, any dog involved in an incident 

must not be left unattended on the Club grounds after an incident. Once alerted, the Club 
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Club Rules … continued

official is responsible for ensuring the incident is addressed under the Club’s Dog arousal and 

aggression policy. 

22. Members are directly and solely responsible for the behaviour and wellbeing of children in 

their care under the age of 16 years on the Club grounds or at an approved event off-site 

at all times. Subject to their ability to safely control their dog, children aged 11 years and 

over may handle a dog in class but must be directly supervised by a parent or guardian if 

under 16 years of age. 

 

Conduct: 

23. Members must only use rewards-based force-free training methods and equipment that 

conforms to the Club’s Training ethos at all times on the Club grounds or at approved events 

off-site. Mistreatment of dogs (including physical or verbal punishment) is not tolerated and 

may result in removal from classes and other sanctions. 

24. The Club is a community-based organisation focused on providing a fair, safe and inclusive 

training and trialling environment for members and their dogs. Communication by and 

between members must always be respectful and courteous and must not be offensive, 

aggressive, defamatory, threatening, discriminatory, obscene, profane, harassing, 

embarrassing, intimidating, sexually explicit, bullying, hateful, racist, or otherwise 

inappropriate. This includes face-to-face and written communication and communication 

through other channels including social media. 

25. If a member wishes to raise a formal matter (ie. anything which requires the specific 

attention of the Club’s office-bearers or consideration by the Main Committee), contact 

must be made using the Club’s established communication channels (ie the Club’s email 

address or by letter to the Club’s postal address). Such matters should not be 

communicated via private or public social media channels, direct email to members’ 

personal addresses, or calls or texts to their personal telephone numbers. 

 

These Rules are supplemented by Club policies, procedures and plans. Together with the Club’s 

Constitution these rules, policies, procedures and plans constitute the Club’s governance 

framework. 
 

Photos: Anne Robertson, Susan Barnard, Cathy Vaughan. 

https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Dog-Arousal-and-Aggression-Policy-2016.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Dog-Arousal-and-Aggression-Policy-2016.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_training_ethos_-_approved__september_2020_.pdf
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Make the most of life with a new dog 

‘Decompress for Success’ is a collaboration of Dog Latin Dog Training and Behaviour Consulting 

(Maryland, USA) with artist and illustrator Lili Chin.  It is provided as a free service to 

dog  companions and dog trainers seeking to bolster the human-canine bond.  

See https://decompressforsuccess.com/ 

https://decompressforsuccess.com/
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Our journey through the world of scent 

        By John Sam © 

Our journey through the world of scent … from 

learning an activity to participate in with my 

dog to promoting and advocating for dog 

welfare. 

 

In May 2015, I took a Labrador pup home not 

knowing how much he would change my life. I 

named him Tyson. Although I had previously 

had a dog or two in my household, Tyson was 

truly my first dog. At that time, I had a lot to 

learn about bringing up a young pup. I knew in 

the past that taking my dogs to a dog club to 

learn about dog training would help develop a 

bond and relationship with my dog. So I 

enrolled Tyson at the local dog club for pet 

dog training. We flew through the levels and 

before we knew it, we had completed the 

advanced level of the course. I wanted to 

continue doing an activity with Tyson, so I 

looked for an activity that we would both 

enjoy. That is when I found Nose Work (also 

known as Scent Work).  

 

So, what is Nose Work? It is an activity where 

the dog uses its nose to locate a target scent or 

odour. It is inspired by the model of working 

detection dogs. 

 

At that time, I was relatively new to the dog 

training world and I didn’t know anyone in 

Canberra that could teach Nose work. So I 

enrolled to do an online Nose Work course. And 

around the same time, Tyson started to show 

reactivity to other dogs and strangers. He 

would growl and lunge at the triggers when 

they were too close. The online Nose Work 

course suited us as most of our training could 

be done at home. He loved the activity so 

much that he would “demand” me to play the 

game with him. It is such a joy to watch him 

work and enjoy the activity. Just a few minutes 

of training each day is mentally stimulating for 

him. I have found him to be calmer and quieter 

after the activity.  

 

I was very impressed about how Nose Work as 

an activity improved our relationship and bond. 

It has not only transformed the way I view 

Tyson’s reactivity and problem behaviours, but 

enables me to focus on something that he 

enjoys and is good at. I was able to get a 

group of Club members together to practice 

and learn from each other. Tyson and I are 

able to participate in a group setting despite 

his reactivity to other dogs because only one 

dog works at any given time. When Tyson is not 

searching, he is crated away from the search 

area. 

 

I became hooked and wanted to learn more 

about Nose Work so that I could continue 

having fun with my dog. In 2017, I enrolled in 

the K9 Nose Work® Certification program and 

subsequently became a Certified Nose Work 

Instructor (CNWI™). As I learnt more and 

gained a deeper understanding of Nose Work 

John Sam is the founder and trainer of Canberra Nosework Training. He is a Certified Nose Work 

Instructor  (CNWI™) with the National Association of Canine Scent Work (NACSW) in the USA. John 

is also a qualified Canine Behaviour Practitioner and holds a Diploma in Canine Behaviour with 

the International School for Canine Psychology & Behaviour Ltd (ISCP) in the UK. 

Tyson at work (Photo: Cheryl Neal) 
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Our journey through the world of scent … continued

and dog behaviour in general, I started to 

understand how this simple activity can 

enhance and improve the welfare of many 

dogs. I then decided to dedicate my life to 

learning more, and promoting and sharing this 

activity with as many pet dog guardians as 

possible. 

 

So, why do I think Nose Work can improve the 

dog’s welfare? Well, besides sniffing being the 

dog’s natural instinct, it is also their primary 

sense to interact with their environment. Sniffing 

is the first sense to develop when a young pup 

is born, it is probably the last sense that goes in 

an old dog. Sniffing activates the SEEKING 

system [see the work of Jaak Panksepp]. When 

the SEEKING system is activated, it releases the 

feel-good neurotransmitter dopamine in the 

brain. SEEKING can overcome the emotion of 

FEAR. The other important aspect of Nose Work 

is that the dog is given the choice and control 

in how they move around in their environment 

to find their reward. Prof. Susan Friedman once 

said “control is a primary reinforcer and it is a 

basic need. Behaviour and learning are the 

evolved mechanism to meet that need”. The 

lack of control can significantly impact the 

welfare of an individual. During the pandemic, 

we all experienced the feeling of a lack of 

control or uncertainty and that can lead to 

depression and loss. I am not saying that you let 

your dog do anything and everything it wants, 

but give them the opportunity to express their 

natural behaviour in a safe and controlled 

environment. The perception of being in 

control is as good as being in control. So set 

aside time during the day that you can let your 

dog sniff and express its natural behaviour. 

 

When a dog is able to use its senses to 

investigate, problem solve and find their 

favourite food, this makes the activity fun and 

enjoyable and builds positive emotion to the 

game. New scientific research by Dr Charlotte 

Duranton and Dr Alexandra Horowitz has 

concluded that dogs who participate in Nose 

Work have increased optimism and a positive 

judgment bias test compared to dogs that just 

do heel work [1]. 

 

Below are three simple sniffing enrichment 

activities that you can do: 

• Let your dogs seek out their favourite 

food in cardboard boxes; 

• scatter their favourite treats in the lawn 

and let them find it; and 

• give them plenty of opportunity to sniff on 

their daily walk. 

 

If you want to learn more about Nose Work, 

you can take your dog to a Nose Work class. 

Look for a Certified Nose Work Instructor in your 

area. There are also a variety of online courses. 

Not all Nose Work classes run the same way. If 

you have an anxious or fearful dog, make sure 

you do your research before enrolling your dog 

in a class. What I love about the K9 Nose Work® 

philosophy and training methodology is that it 

encourages the handler to embrace the 

journey and enjoy every moment of learning 

with their dog. K9 Nose Work®  believe that 

dogs perform best and are most joyful when 

we allow them to learn on their own terms and 

that we can deepen the human-canine bond 

when we expand our understanding of canine 

communication.  

 

If you like to compete  in dog sports, then you 

might be interested in ANKC Scent Work (see 

the Rules at www.ankc.org.au). It is expected 

that Scent Work trials will start in March 2021. If 

you want to find out more about Nose Work 

and how this activity can benefit your dog, 

please go to my website 

www.CanberraNoseWork.com and feel free to 

contact me on johnLBSam@yahoo.com. 

Happy Sniffing! 

 
Reference: [1] Let me sniff! Nosework induces 

positive judgment bias in pet dogs, C.Durantona & 

Horowitz, https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/

article/abs/pii/S0168159118304325?via%3Dihub 

Photos: Cheryl Neal 

http://www.ankc.org.au
http://www.CanberraNoseWork.com
mailto:johnLBSam@yahoo.com
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0168159118304325?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0168159118304325?via%3Dihub
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2020 Christmas  raffle sponsors 

The Club wishes to thank the following businesses and Club members 

for kindly donating to our 2020 Christmas Raffle 

MAGPIES GOLF 

CLUB 

KAMBAH TAVERN PUB 

Patricia & Geoff Woodman 

Barbara 

Gough 

PAWS Shop 

Mike &Liz Lynch Vanessa March 

Rhonda Cameron and 

Jerry Lee’s ‘Boston’ (left) 

and ‘Zeke’ (right) vie for 

Best Dressed at the 2020 

Christmas party.  

(Photos: Vanessa March) 
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The Club held its Christmas Party on Sunday  

6 December 2020. Due to the impact of  

COVID-19 on the Club’s dog sports activities no 

perpetual annual awards were presented. 

However we were able to celebrate instructor 

milestones, contributions to the Club and a 

small number of titles gained by Club members 

despite the COVID-19 upheaval. Details are 

provided on the following pages. 

 
(Photos by Vanessa March unless otherwise noted) 

 

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 
 
Each year we present certificates to a small 

number of members and supporters for their 

special contribution to the Club during the 

year. In 2020 certificates were presented to: 

• Barbara Gough for her generous 

contribution to the promotion of the Club 

through her management of the Drill 

Team (with help from Jack) 

• To the following members of the Drill 

Team for their generous contribution to 

the promotion of the Club through 

participation in public events before, 

during and after COVID: 

 Anne-Marie McGowan & Rusty 

 Beryl Sipes & Bailey 

 Bridget Graham & Mia 

 Elyse Austin & Ginny 

 Jeff Kingwell & Bear 

 Liz Lynch & Maisie 

 Marcelo Munoz & Paxi 

 Mike Lynch & Indy 

 Neale Prescott & Coco 

 Nici Swan & Benson 

 Rupert Winkler & Rudi and Indy 

 Terri Keough & Jasper & Murphy 

 

Several members of the Agility community  

stepped back in 2020 after many years of 

service to the sport and we would like to thank: 

• Lara Sedgmen for her significant 

contribution to the conduct of Agility 

trials over the past 10 years. 

• Amanda Delaney and Denise Iglesias for 

their significant contribution to the Agility 

Sub-Committee 

• Naarilla Hirsch for her significant 

contribution to the conduct of the 2020 

Agility Instructors Course 

Two members of the Main Committee also 

achieved milestones in 2020: 

• Life Member Heather McPherson for 10 

years of continuous service on the Club’s 

Main Committee as Security Officer and 

subsequently Junior Vice-President 

• Life Member Anne Robertson for 10 years 

of continuous service on the Club’s Main 

Committee as Senior Vice-President and 

more recently Acting President 

 

INSTRUCTOR LONG SERVICE 

AWARDS 
 

In 2020 several instructors reached significant 

milestones in their association with the Club. A 

big thank you to:  

• Chris Lathbury (5 years) 

• Denise Iglesias (10 years) 

• Geoff Woodman (10 years) 

• Patricia Woodman (10 years) 

• Renee Hamilton (10 years) 

2020 Xmas Party  

Below: Some of the Drill Team: (L-R) Anne-Marie, Mike, Barbara, Bridget, Liz, Nici, Terri, Beryl and Jeff 



2020 Christmas party … continued
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• Cathy Vaughan (20 years) 

• Gill Atkin (20 years) 

• Life Member Peter Hendriks (20 years) 

 

In 2020 we also acknowledged the 

contribution of one of the Club’s instructors 

who has given 25 year of service to the 

Club and who has now achieved Honorary 

Instructor status:  

• Belinda Mitchell 

 

In 2020 two of Club instructors reached 

even greater milestones in their association 

with the Club. A big thank you to: 

• Honorary Instructor Christina Erwin  

(35 years) 

• Life Member Laraine Frawley  

(35 years) 

 

In 2020 the Club bestowed the status of 

Honorary Member on Kath McQuarrie. Kath 

and her Miniature Schnauzers have been 

active voluntary participants in the Club’s 

Dogs-As-Therapy program for the past 25 

years and have provide comfort and 

ministration to countless aged care 

residents and hospital patients during that 

time. 

 

 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL KENNEL 

COUNCIL TITLES 

Above: Naarilla Hirsch with her certificate of appreciation and Geoff and Patricia Woodman with their  

10 years long service certificates 

 

Above: Cathy Vaughan celebrates her 20 year 

anniversary as an instructor with Border Collie ‘Austin’ 
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Each year the Club recognises the 

achievements of members who have 

competed in various dog sports activities 

that are supported by the Club. 

Competitions are regularly held in the ACT 

and throughout Australia at which dog and 

handler teams can test their competence 

and skills against national performance 

standards in the following sports: Agility, 

Dances With Dogs, Flyball, Obedience 

Trialling, Rally, Tracking and Trick Dog. Club 

members are presented with engraved 

glass coasters for titles earnt with their dogs 

during the year.  

Of course, there were few competitive 

events held in 2020 due to COVID but none 

the less members achieved 33 titles with 24 

dogs between 1 November 2019 and 31 

October 2020 in the following disciplines: 

• DWD – 2 

• Flyball – 1 

• Obedience Trialling – 4 

• Rally – 14 

• Agility – 5 

• Trick Dog – 7 (first year of competition)  

 

In 2020 the Club had three outstanding 

trialling achievements – with three members 

achieving their Australian Rally Obedience 

Champion titles: 

• Anne Walkington and her Labrador 

Retriever Holly  

Celebrating contributions to the Club 

 

Above: Christina Erwin with Finnish Lapphund ‘Zali’ 

Right: Laraine Frawley 

Below; Kath McQuarrie with Miniature Schnauzers 

‘Hope’ (left) and ‘Rocky’ (right) 
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• Joanne Hagan and her German 

Shorthaired Pointer Kaleb 

• Sue Howie and her Australian Kelpie 

Rocket 

 

Other Australian National Kennel Council and 

Australian Flyball Association titles attained in 

2019 included:  

• Airlie White’s Border Collie Wicca CCD  

ADM 

• Anne Walkington’s Labrador Retriever 

Jinx RE  

• Cath Perry’s Shetland Sheepdog Bramble 

RN 

• Cathy Vaughan’s Border Collier Austin FM 

• Dana Simonsen’s Old English Sheepdog 

Apollo JD 

• Geoff Woodman’s Golden Retriever 

Archie RN 

• Hilarie Kemp’s Australian Kelpie X  Rookie 

TK.S  

• Holly Rieger’s Saluki Ruka RN 

• Jane Vicker’s Pointer Maggie RE 

• Jenny O’Connor’s Golden Retriever 

Chillee  TK.S  CDX  RAE 

• Joanne Hagan’s German Shorthaired 

Pointer Billie  RE  

• Judith Barlow’s Brittany Tae CD  RM  ADO 

• Juliet Ward’s Rhodesian Ridgeback Freda 

TK.S 

• Laraine Frawley’s Golden Retriever 

Dougal RN 

• Natasha Davies’ Griffon Bruxellois Dixon 

RN 

• Natasha Sands’ Cocker Spaniel Nebula 

TK.S 

• Natasha Sands’ Labrador Retriever X 

Pepsi ADO  FS.N  HTM.S  TK.S 

• Raelene Stewart’s French Bulldog Paris 

TK.S 

• Raelene Stewart’s French Bulldog Teddy 

TK.S 

• Simone Pensko’s Toy Poodle Billy JD 

• Vikki Evans’ Australian Kelpie Rhythm CD  

RE 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: The Justice League made a guest appearance at the Christmas party: Emma Easton’s 

‘Ace’ (Cyborg); Vanessa March’s ‘Charlie’ (Superman), ‘Erin’ (Flash) and ‘Pippa’ (Wonderwoman); and 

Cathy Vaughan’s Logan (Batman) (Photo: Anne Robertson) 

Below: Anne Walkington’s  Australian Rally 

Obedience Champion ‘Holly’  

(Labrador  Retriever) 
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Canberra’s oldest dog training club, the ACT Companion Dog Club, was forced to adapt their 

fundraising methods during 2020 as COVID restrictions made their regular Bunnings sausage sizzles 

unfeasible. 

 

Club senior vice president Heather McPherson’s champion Labrador Pepsey, a model for well-

trained dogs, would sit beside the barbecue as club ambassador getting pats all day long; it was 

a tried and tested method for garnering support. 

 

Ms McPherson told Canberra Weekly the club started collecting cans and bottles to fundraise via 

the ACT’s container deposit scheme mid-way through 2020. 

 

“The opportunities to do fundraising, even within the club, became quite difficult and we had to 

think about other ways,” she said. “We sell a lot of the containers within the club that are returna-

ble, so we thought we’d set something up.” 

 

What started off as a small box located outside their Symonston clubhouse has since grown sub-

stantially. 

 

“People started bringing their bags in … we set up an account for the club under the club’s 

phone number and now members can actually take their own containers down to a deposit cen-

tre, drop them in, and those funds are then credited onto the club,” she said. “I’m hoping to set 

up a bin outside where people can come by and drop their bottles. 10 cents a bottle isn’t a lot, 

but if everyone does their little bit, those funds can add up.” 

 

As is so often the case, the urge to round up as many bottles and cans as possible has permeated 

through the club. Ms McPherson said they’ve encouraged members to look at opportunities to 

collect containers within their workplaces and amongst their neighbourhoods too. “I do at my 

work and with my neighbours, who are very generous in donating their bottles,” she said. 

 

             ACT Companion Dog Club  

         rounds up containers for funds 

                         The article below appeared in the Canberra Weekly’s print and online editions on 

                           7 January 2021. It written by Debholm Samaras© with photos by Kerrie Brewer.  

L-R: Robbie, Melody, Pepsey, Polly and Bobby ‘do the right thing’. 

Money raised by the ACT Companion Dog Club through the container 

deposit scheme is being used to enhance the Club’s facilities and grounds.  
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Canberra Weekly … continued

Access to the car park is RESTRICTED at the following times: 
 

Wednesdays 9.30am—1.00pm 
Thursdays 6.00pm—9.30pm 
 Sundays 9.00am—12.30pm 

 during class terms 
 

ONLY Instructors, Committee and Sub-Committee members,  
Life Members and members (and visitors) with disability parking permits 

may use the car park during these times.  

RESERVED PARKING 

Ms McPherson, who has volunteered with the 

ACT Companion Dog Club for close to 20 

years, said she’s proud of the footprint the 

club manages, as the container deposit 

scheme fundraising initiative is just one of the ways they work to reduce their waste. “I think we 

have to be mindful about our waste. We don’t want to have a lot of waste,” she said. “A lot of 

our waste is dog waste, and now we use bags that break down so they’re not adding to the tip.” 

 

Having started at their former Fyshwick premises on the aptly-named Collie Street in 1958, the club 

moved over to its nine-hectare Symonston site in 1983. Money raised through container returns 

goes toward enhancing the ACT Companion Dog Club’s facilities and grounds, for example, pur-

chasing outdoor tables and chairs, fixing fences and lawn maintenance. 

 

“The biggest cost is the maintenance of our grounds … particularly when it rains and there’s a lot 

of mowing,” Ms McPherson said. “And weed control, the last thing people want when they bring 

their dogs here is bindiis in the grass.” 

ACT Companion Dog Club senior vice-

president Heather McPherson and her 

champion Labrador Retriever Pepsey have 

been raising funds for the club via the 

container deposit scheme.  

Above: Bobby and Polly both love the ACT Companion 

Dog Club’s new outdoor tables and its beautifully 

maintained lawns.  



        Dogs-As-Therapy Team 

    By Lesley Pothan 
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It was very pleasing that the Club’s Dogs-as-

Therapy group could get back to visiting aged-

care residences in February – albeit with a few 

mandatory requirements and protocols to help 

keep everyone COVID-safe after the year-long 

suspension of the program. 

 

The response to our visits was fabulous and  

re-affirmed the value of the program. You can 

read all about the program’s history on the 

Dogs-as-Therapy page on the new website. 

 

At this stage we have only re-introduced visits 

to aged-care residences but we have started 

getting requests for visits to community events 

and educational institutions as well. 

 

The group has changed slightly over the past 

year with a few dogs retiring so we are looking 

to recruit some new teams into the group to be 

able to continue our visits. To be considered for 

the Dogs-As-Therapy program you and your 

dog must satisfactorily complete Level 3 

(Graduation) in the Club’s Behaviour Training 

program and your dog must be at least 18 

months old. Your dog must enjoy calmly 

meeting people, being handled all over by 

strangers and be relaxed and comfortable in 

the company of other dogs. It must also be 

able to cope with novel sounds and smells; 

people who may move in unpredictable ways; 

and mobility aids such as walkers, motorised 

scooters and wheelchairs. All dogs are assessed 

for their suitability before being accepted into 

the program. 

 

If you and your dog would like to join our group 

please email the office – 

contact@actcdc.org.au. 

Above: Benson, Jasper, Bailey, Rosie and Molly at 

Fred Ward Gardens (RSL LifeCare), Curtin. 

Below: Rosie meets ‘Ned’, a life-like dog that a 

resident takes everywhere with him. Rosie really like 

Ned! 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Training Tips … see opposite page
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   Training Tips  

Emergency Leash Techniques 
 

By Marnie Montgomery (CPDT-KA) © 

Marnie Montgomery is the founder and lead trainer at Joyful Dog, a training business based in 

Virginia, USA (see https://joyfuldogllc.com). The blog post reproduced below reinforces some of 

the activities we practice in our Behaviour Training classes at the Club. 

In a perfect world a walk with your dog would be like strolling hand-in-hand with a dear friend. A 

signal on the leash invites Fido to be easy at your side on the way to the park, and a signal from 

Fido encourages you to join him in following the morning’s scent trails. Most of the time the leash is 

loose between you, and light in your hand. 

 

The foundation for this kind of connection lies in building a habit of attention and engagement 

between you and your dog. Reinforce your dog for choosing to check in throughout your day, 

and remember that if we ask our dogs to attend to us, it’s only polite (and a good training 

strategy, too!) for us to return the favour. 

 

All of our Joyful Dog classes include attention games of one sort or another, whether simply 

rewarding our dogs for choosing to check in, or more structured games such as our version of 

Leslie McDevitt’s ‘Ping Pong’ game, in which our dogs practice voluntary eye contact between 

increasingly wide laps of movement. [Ed—the ‘Get-it’ game played at CDC] 

 

Even with the best of foundations, though, sometimes things happen. Your spaniel sees a bird who 

needs flushing, and races to the end of her leash. Your reactive dog sees a canine intruder from 

two blocks away, and rushes forward to sound a warning. Your dog has temporarily misplaced 

awareness of you, so you need to get back on the radar. 

 

Two simple techniques can help. As with most training, it’s best to practice these with your dog 

before you find yourself in the emergency situation. 

 

U-Turn [Ed– we teach this in Consolidation] 

1. When your dog’s attention is focused elsewhere, take a smelly, tasty, treat and place it at 

her nose, for her to sniff and follow. 

2. Using the food lure, slowly guide her nose back toward you so that she makes a U-Turn. 

3. Continue to move backwards with the treat guiding her nose, then turn and walk side-by-

side together. 

4. Now feed her the treat, or toss it ahead a little bit to keep her moving with you. 

 

Walk Up the Leash 

If your dog is six feet ahead of you, warding off an intruder or stalking its prey at the other end of a 

tight leash, it’s unlikely that you’ll be able to do a U-Turn, or have any other influence for that 

matter. You need to place yourself by his shoulder or head first. If you simply walk forward, though, 

your dog will continue to pull forward. If you try pulling back on the leash it will prompt your dog to 

pull harder (a physical reflex—not the “stubbornness” so often attributed, incorrectly, to our dogs). 

You need to “walk up the leash”. 

 

1. Walk toward your dog without releasing the pressure that he has put on the leash. 

2. As you approach him, gather up the leash, hand over hand, so that you neither release nor 

add to the pressure on the leash. 

3. Once you arrive at your dog’s shoulder it’s likely that he will look around as if to say “Oh! I’d 

forgotten you were back there!” 

4. Perform a U-Turn, and move away from whatever had caught his attention, using food lures 

to keep him connected as you move away together. 

 

We’re thrilled that artist Lili Chin has designed the poster (opposite page) for Joyful Dog, in which 

she demonstrates the steps to performing a U-Turn, and Walking Up the Leash. Her illustrations 

make the steps of this simple but powerful technique very clear. 

https://joyfuldogllc.com
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     Scent Work 

By Maxine Robinson  — Liaison 

Putting a dog’s sense of smell to work 

 

Dogs have an amazing sense of smell and can 

locate the source of the smell even when there 

is very little scent there. Dogs also have the 

ability to discriminate between different types 

of smells: humans see and smell a whole 

hamburger whereas dogs smell the sauce, 

beef, onion, lettuce tomato etc as individual 

scents. Police and other agencies have used 

this scent discrimination to detect drugs, 

explosives, find truffles and alert diabetics that 

their blood sugar is low. 

 

Both handlers and dogs enjoyed detection 

work so the sport of Scent Work (or Nose Work) 

was born. Many Club members will have 

started learning about detecting scent through 

classes run by John Sam (Canberra Nosework 

Training) - see his article on pages 13-15. But to 

date there has been no opportunity to develop 

and compete in the ACT. Scent Work is great 

for all dogs because it builds confidence and 

uses a lot of energy. Dogs that are anxious or 

reactive, in particular, get lots of value out of 

training in Scent Work. It is also a sport that 

doesn’t need a lot of space to practice. 

 

Scent Work is now an Australian National 

Kennel Club sanctioned sport. Dog training 

clubs in the ACT will start running trials later this 

year. The rules are available on the ANKC 

website (www.ankc.org.au). Watch the Club’s 

homepage and Dogs ACT trial calendar for 

more information about the upcoming trials. 

 
Left: Screenshot from new website. 

(Photo: Joanne Hagan) 

 

Would you like to advertise in the Club’s magazine ?  We distribute 

about 350 printed copies of the magazine to members four times a 

year and you can access all issues on our website - it’s a great way 

to get your name out there. Advertising for the next issue is due by 

2nd June. Current advertising rates are: 

TGC ADVERTISING 

Page Size Width Length 
Single 

(1 issue) 

Yearly 

(4 issues) 

Full Page 170 mm 270 mm $60.00 $225.00   

1/2 Page 170 mm 130 mm $35.00 $125.00   

1/4 Page 80 mm 130 mm $20.00 No Yearly rate 

Email contact@actcdc.org.au if you would like to advertise. 

http://www.ankc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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 Flyball Feats 

By Vanessa March — Convenor 

Welcome to the first Flyball Feats for 2021. 

 

This is my first time writing for the magazine. So, 

who am I? I have been a member of the Club 

for the past five years (having returned after a 

15-year break after I got a new puppy) and 

have recently taken on the position of Flyball 

Convenor. I am owned by three Border Collies 

who are all in various stages of their dog sport 

careers: Flyball being a major one. ‘Pippa’ – 

who is my oldest at five years – has been doing 

Flyball for three years, she is my first Flyball dog 

and one of the core squad dogs for the Club’s 

X-Factor team. Then there is ‘Charlie’ – three 

years old – who has just started racing, and 

young ‘Erin’ – two years old – who made her 

debut in her racing career at the end of last 

year. You may have seen me around the Club 

with my ‘rainbow’ of dogs. Please come and 

say hello and ask me anything about Flyball. 

 

Welcomes and farewells 

 

With the start of 2021 we welcomed back to 

training Pepper and Tabasco (Koolies), Darcy 

(German Shorthaired Pointer), Rook and Willow 

(Siberian Huskies), Bailey and Harvey (Border 

Collies), Cody (Whippet X) and Lacey (Poodle 

X Border Collie). We look forward to the 

progression of your training and the start of 

your racing career (aided by your handlers!). 

 

This year we have also welcomed Max (Border 

Collie) to the X-Factor family. He and his owners 

had seen Flyball on TV and were intrigued so 

decided to give it a go. In a few short weeks  

 

Max is showing great promise. 

 

Along with the welcomes we also have a 

farewell: with Border Collie Ky and his handler, 

Pauline, deciding to retire from Flyball. We 

thank them for being on the team over the 

past few years and for Ky’s help progressing the 

trainee dogs. Being a focussed team dog, Ky 

helped get some of the newer 

dogs used to running in a lane 

with another dog. 

 

Our team dogs are looking 

forward to a fun-filled year 

attending race meets again 

unlike 2020 which only saw the 

team attend two race meets 

(one in March and the other in 

November) due to the impact of 

COVID-19. Our team for 2021 are 

Austin, Lochie, Pippa, Erin, and 

newly-graduated Charlie. 

 

Team news 

 

On Saturday 27 February the 

Above: Vanessa and ‘Charlie’ 

(Photo: Alistair Nitz ) 

Below: Vanessa’s ‘Charlie’ in his maiden race 

(Photo: Alistair Nitz ) 
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Flyball feats … continued

team attended its first race meet for 2021. 

Members ran under the Club’s open team 

name ‘CBR X-traordinary’ made up of, Austin, 

Lochie, Pippa and Erin - with Coco and Riley 

from Victoria joining us to make up the team of 

six.  

 

While I handled Erin – the newest squad dog on 

the team – my seasoned squad dog, Pippa, 

was handled by Sam Wall – one of our 

beginner dog handlers. This was Sam’s first ever 

experience of a Flyball race meet – prior to this 

she had only seen racing on a screen. Sam did 

a brilliant job of handling Pippa: it was great to 

see a ‘green’ handler run a seasoned dog so 

well. The team overall did a fantastic job. It was 

Lochie’s first time back in the ring in 12 months 

(he last raced at the 2020 Canberra Royal). 

Pippa, Erin, and Austin did a great job running 

together for the first time in competition rather 

than subbing out. Coco was a fantastic start 

dog for us and slotted well into the team 

groove. Riley, who is still rather green worked 

well considering the long trip and he gained his 

very first Flyball title points. The team was very 

proud of him and we were honoured to be 

part of that moment with him and his handler. 

 

Our very own green dog Charlie was 

welcomed on Goulburn’s open team 

(appropriately named Flyball Friends) and 

made his debut in the ring with a fantastic 

result. He worked well with the team – as if he 

had known all of them his whole life. He ran 

each heat as if he had done it all before. Prior 

to this race meet Charlie’s ring experience was 

limited with having only done training in the 

ring twice last year. It was a very proud 

moment for the whole team to watch Charlie 

take his first steps in his racing career – running 

almost every heat for the day and only subbing 

out to give Goulburn’s own green dog a 

chance to run. Not only did he gain all the 

points for his first Flyball title, but we are certain 

that he also gained enough for his second one 

as well! 

 

Credits:  

 

Photos used with permission by: Alistair Nitz of 

Moist Nose Pet Photography (https://

moistnosepetphotography.com/) Alistair is a e 

local photographer who has branched into pet 

photography and has started attending smaller 

dog sports events to capture the dogs in 

action. We are so thankful he managed to 

capture Charlie in his maiden race and some 

of our handlers with their dogs lining up to race. 

Thank you, Alistair. 

 

Above left: Cathy and ‘Austin’ 

Below: Mick and ‘Lochie’ 

(Photos: Alistair Nitz 

https://moistnosepetphotography.com/
https://moistnosepetphotography.com/
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     Agility Action 

By Linda Spinaze — Convenor 

Hello all agiliteers, 

 

Here we are at the beginning of a new year for 

the Club.  Lets hope that it turns out to be less 

chaotic and more predictable than 2020. 

 

Agility classes resumed at the beginning of 

February after our Christmas break. During the 

holiday period a couple of instructors kindly 

offered to take some special classes.  Kylie 

White ran a class to improve weaving skills, and 

Pamela Hunt ran two evenings to explain the 

rules of Snookers and Gamblers. These were 

well attended and very successful.  Thanks to 

Kylie and Pamela for the extra tuition. 

 

In our first session for the year we are continuing 

to hold a Novice class on Sunday, as well as 

the usual Monday night. This is in order to keep 

the class size down to a manageable number. 

We currently have slightly over 100 participants 

in our eight classes for the session. 

 

We have already held two trials at the Club this 

year on 20th February and 9th March. The Sub-

Committee is busy with preparation for our two-

day Easter trial, which we expect to be very 

popular after the trialling restrictions of last year. 

 

Our Agility shed has recently become the 

home for  two possums.  This was discovered at 

the beginning of March when one of our 

members moved a large plastic box from a 

high shelf and out jumped two possums!  After 

everyone left one of our members, who has 

been a wildlife carer, managed to persuade 

the possums to leave the shed. However I am 

sure they have since found their way back to 

their cosy shelter.  We hope to be able to 

attach some nesting boxes onto nearby trees, 

and we will then stuff the entrance spots with 

chicken-wire to prevent them coming back. 

 

The flood-lights are again causing concern with 

quite a few of the lights in the Agility and 

adjacent ring not working or working 

intermittently. This is disappointing as the Club 

spent a lot of time and money upgrading the 

lighting on the grounds last year. It seems that 

even more money has to be spent on these 

important assets for our Club. [The problem has 

since been identified and repairs are in train—

Ed] 

 

The Agility Sub-Committee now comprises: 

• Kylie White and Cheyne Fischer 

(Equipment managers) 

• Dana Simonsen (Trial manager) 

• Steph Windsor (Class management  and 

trial secretary) 

• Wendy Stewart (Class management and 

assistant trial manager) 

• Karen Hobson (Trial assistant) 

• Emma Easton – our newest member – 

welcome! 

 

You will notice that Naarilla Hirsch is no longer 

on the Sub-Committee. She resigned late last 

year so that she could focus on Rally 

management.  Many thanks to Naarilla for her 

amazing work on the Sub-Committee for the 

past few years, and especially for her skills in 

organising the Agility instructors course in 2020. 

 

We already have three of our trainee instructors 

who have completed the requirements of the 

course.  These are Suanne Hackett, Sean 

Hodgman and Chris Rees.  Suanne and Sean 

plan to instruct in Session 2. Chris has moved 

down to the coast earlier than expected, but 

she may assist the local Nowra club soon.  

Many of the remaining trainee instructors will 

complete the course at the end of the current 

session as they finalise their class assists. Next 

session should see a lot of new instructors on 

the field. We are very proud of their 

achievements and look forward to working 

together to expand our knowledge of Agility 

training techniques. 

 

Below: “Can you see me?” One of the two possums 

in the Agility shed tries to avoid detection (Photo: 

Vanessa March) 
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Agility action … continued

Full results from the CDC Agility Trial — 1 December 2020  

Novice Gamblers Judge: Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 59 seconds 

1st  Lucky JD 51 pts Associate (Jack Russell) Sharon Bowditch 

2nd  Pippa CCD, RA, JD, AD AFCh 50 pts Associate (Border Collie) Vanessa March 

3rd  Gadhar Jasmine HSAs 49 pts Border Collie Karen Edwards 

4th  Ch Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy RN 48 pts Brittany Fiona Fraser 

4th  Flatout Sweet Revenge JD 48 pts Australian Shepherd Denise Iglesias 

4th  Ruby 48 pts Associate Kelly Carter 

7th  Ruby JDX SPD 47 pts Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Leslie Weatherall 

8th  Lena AD,RN,JDX 46 pts Associate (Australian Cattle Dog) Sharon Bowditch 

8th  Effi 46 pts Associate Sean Hodgman 

8th  Koobalies Ernest 46 pts Schnauzer (Miniature) Rebecca Jeffcoat 

11th  Toby AD,JD,RA 43 pts Associate Janet Speed 

12th  Gadhar Maverick HSAs HSBs 40 pts Border Collie Karen Edwards 

 

Excellent Gamblers Judge: Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 59 seconds 

1st  Schau Sherbert Fizz JDM ADX GD SD SPD ADO 65 pts Poodle (Toy) Cathy Reade 

2nd  Charalandra Loose As Diamonds 58 pts Labrador Retriever Lara Sedgmen CDX, ORA, ADX, 

 JDX, GD, SD 

3rd  Alamoana To Sir With Love ADM JDX GD SD 56 pts Poodle (Miniature) Kylie Brown 

4th  Wiggles RE,ADX,JDX,JDO,GD,SPDX SDX 55 pts Associate Greta Fennamore 

 

Master Gamblers Judge: Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 59 seconds 

1st  Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 72 pts Brittany Judith Barlow CD RM QND ORA ADX JDX GDX  

 SD SPDX JC ADO 

Currently there are four local handlers who have accepted the challenge of training to become 

Agility judges.  To assist these handlers we are allowing them to run courses in our Masters/

Excellent class.  In addition we ran a Mock Trial at the end of last year, and plan another one on 

Saturday 27th March.  Handlers who wish to run their dogs on this day please let me know.  It is a 

great opportunity to ‘have a go’ without the stress of a real trial. 

 

That’s all for now, happy training and trialling ... 

Karen Hobson’s Border Collie ‘Abby’ in action (Photo: Linda Spinaze) 



Page |31 The Good Companion | March 2021| Vol 33 | No 1 

Agility action … continued

CDC Agility Jumping & Games Trial — 20 February 2021  
Results achieved by Club members only 

Novice Agility—Judge: Helen Mosslar (ACT) SCT: 68 seconds 

2nd  Koobalies Ernest      41.17sec Schnauzer (Miniature) Rebecca Jeffcoat (400) 

 

Master Agility—Judge: Helen Mosslar (ACT)  SCT: 200/300: 60seconds, 600: 58 seconds 

1st  Beedashie Bumblebee ADM, JDX    50.01sec Dachshund (Miniature)  Jane Heseltine (200) 

1st  Alamoana To Sir With Love ADM JDX GD SD  51.59sec Poodle (Miniature)  Kylie Brown (300) 

1st  Dual Ch (Ag) Graebrook Dublin Rogue RA QND ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDM SPDM 

 46.11sec Hungarian Vizsla  Lara Sedgmen (600) 

 

Master Snooker—Judge: Helen Mosslar (ACT)  SCT: 61 seconds 

2nd  Dual Ch (Ag) Graebrook Dublin Rogue RA QND ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDM SPDM  

 49pts 39.92sec  Hungarian Vizsla Lara Sedgmen (600) 

5th  Ob.GRAND.CH TS.GRAND.CH T.CH RO.CH UDX ADM JDM GDM ADO JDO SPDX SDX RAE ET   

 Kityees Sonic 48pts 32.37sec  Border Collie  Jake Blight (500) 

 

Master Jumping—Judge: Le Hammer (NSW)  SCT: 300: 56 seconds, 500: 50seconds,  

600: 53 seconds 

2nd  Pixie ADX JDX SPDX GDX SD JDO    49.40sec Associate   Denise Stirzaker (300) 

1st  Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CD RM QND ORA ADX JDX GDX SD SPDX JC ADO 38.87sec  

 Brittany Judith Barlow (500) 

1st  611 Dual Ch (Ag) Graebrook Dublin Rogue RA QND ORA ADM ADO JDM JDO GDM SDM  

 SPDM 44.45sec Hungarian Vizsla  Lara Sedgmen (600) 

2nd  Brunig ADM, ASDO, JDM, JDO, SDX, SPDX, GDM  45.01sec Associate (Border Collie)  

 Linda Spinaze (600) 

 

Excellent Jumping—Judge: Le Hammer (NSW)  SCT: 52 seconds  

1st  Mojitogold Love Me Do JD    46.16sec Poodle (Toy) Simone Pensko (300) 

 

Novice Jumping—Judge: Le Hammer (NSW)  SCT: 52 seconds  

1st  Ch Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy RN 28.11sec Brittany Fiona Fraser (400) 

2nd  Koobalies Ernest 33.56sec Schnauzer (Miniature) Rebecca Jeffcoat(400)  

1st  Gadhar Maverick HSAs HSBs 18.64sec Border Collie Karen Edwards (500) 

2nd  Gadhar Jasmine HSAs 20.85sec Border Collie Karen Edwards (500) 

 

Novice Snooker—Judge: Le Hammer (NSW)  SCT: 68 seconds 

1st  Ch Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy RN   45pts 54.63sec Brittany   Fiona Fraser (400) 

6th   Pippa CCD, RA, JD, AD, GD, TK.S, FM    40pts 36.34sec Associate (Border Collie)  

 Vanessa March (500) 

7th   Koobalies Gertie 40pts 37.22sec Schnauzer (Miniature) Rebecca Jeffcoat (300) 

8th  Luna 40pts 37.47sec Associate   Kylie White (300) 

9th  Ch Waiwilta Heart of Skye 40pts 37.50sec Papillon Jill Campain (300) 

10th   Mojitogold Love Me Do JD 40pts 38.43sec Poodle (Toy) Simone Pensko (300) 



Page |32 The Good Companion | March 2021| Vol 33 | No 1 

Agility action … continued

11th  Uponatime Darcy 40pts 48.70sec Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Wendy Stewart (300) 

13th   Lokabe Rhythm II CD RE 40pts 59.36sec Australian Kelpie Vikki Evans (500) 

 

Excellent Snooker—Judge: Le Hammer (NSW)  SCT: 68 seconds 

2nd  Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CD RM QND ORA ADX JDX GDX SD SPDX JC ADO 44pts  

 44.81sec Brittany Judith Barlow (500) 

3rd  Pixie ADX JDX SPDX GDX SD JDO    42pts 36.68sec Associate Denise Stirzaker (300) 

5th  Alamoana To Sir With Love ADM JDX GD SD  42pts 46.59sec Poodle (Miniature)  

 Kylie Brown (300) 

The above infographic is by Sarah Roberts, KPA CPT, a certified dog trainer and a graduate of the 

Karen Pryor Academy of Animal Training and Behaviour based on the Hibiscus Coast, Auckland, 

New Zealand. Her Facebook page (www.facebook.com/FluentDog/) features more of her 

illustrated training tips. Sarah says “Using our knowledge and understanding of animal behaviour 

along with skilled training can give us the ability to communicate with our dogs more effectively. 

Providing our dogs with a repertoire of behaviours and cues essentially gives us a language in 

which we can speak with our animals to help them navigate their lives with us”. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/FluentDog/
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Obedience  and Rally Trialling 

By Laraine Frawley — Convenor 

Classes are held on Wednesday mornings and 

Thursday evenings for both Obedience and 

Rally.  These classes prepare handlers and their 

dogs to compete in trials. Once your dog has 

the required number of qualifications (usually 

three at the lower levels) you can apply for 

your title which means the dog gets letters after 

its name. In Obedience this is 

‘CCD‘ (Community Companion Dog) and in 

Rally ‘RN‘ (Rally Novice) 

 

For members in the Behaviour Training classes 

who might be interested in teaching their dogs 

the skills necessary to perhaps compete, there 

is a Skills class on both Wednesdays and 

Thursdays that are for any team who has 

completed Consolidation (Level 2) or above 

(see class times on page 50). A key difference 

between Rally and Obedience is that in Rally 

signs tell you what to do and you can talk to 

your dog whereas in Obedience the judge tells 

you what to do and—other than giving your 

dog hand/voice cues—you remain silent.  

Contact the Club office on 

contact@actcdc.org.au  if you are interested 

in joining the classes. 

 

Our entry-level Skills classes on both 

Wednesday mornings and Thursday evenings 

have increased in numbers and handlers are 

learning the more advanced skills they and 

their dogs need to progress to the higher level 

Rally or Obedience classes. Some handlers 

have progressed beyond the Skills classes and 

are now participating in the higher level 

classes. Soon we will see these handlers 

competing with their dogs.  

 

The Rally Trial scheduled for January 

unfortunately had to be cancelled as judges 

became caught up in COVID-19 lockdowns 

and could not enter the ACT without fourteen 

days quarantine. Our Rally Trial on Saturday  

6 March went ahead with a large entry. A 

floodlight problem made reading the signs a 

little difficult (for the handlers) but many happy 

competitors went home with qualifications 

towards their dog’s title or achieved their last 

passes for their dog to gain letters a title. A look 

at the results from the trial (next  page) give an 

indication of how much work handlers put into 

their dogs when you see those letters after the 

dogs’ names.  

 

A few of the Club’s keener competitors 

ventured down to Bermagui in February for six 

Obedience Trials and two Rally Trials. This has 

become an annual event and social occasion 

for some handlers and it was great to catchup 

with competitors from NSW, Queensland and 

Victoria (especially after the COVID-19 

lockdowns). The Club’s first Obedience Trial for 

the year was held on Saturday 13 March where 

dogs competed at all levels from Community 

Companion (CCD) through to Utility Dog 

Excellent (UDX). Results will appear in the next 

issue of the magazine.   

 

My thanks go to the instructors who have taken 

classes in Term 1 and the handlers who 

routinely jump in to help put up and take down 

Rally courses and generally help to keep 

classes going. Cath Perry, Trish Woodman and 

Vikki Evans have taken the Skills classes. Rally 

has been taken by Geoff Woodman and Sue 

Howie and the Obedience Trialling classes by 

Charlie Giles and Laraine Frawley. Thank you 

all. 

Above: Screenshot from new website. 

(Photo: Maelyn Draper) 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Obedience and rally trialling … continued

CDC Rally Trial (1) — 6 March 2021 — Results achieved by Club members only 

Rally Novice - Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

2nd   Hastings (Koolie) Stephanie Windsor 97/100 

4th   Realtin Mister (Border Collie) Maureen Lewis 96/100 

5th   Kerodan Triplechoc Surprise (Border Collie) Amanda Delaney 95/100 

8th   Robmond Neon Classic (Cocker Spaniel) Ms P Looker 89/100 

9th   Ch Perfu Starry Knight (Old English Sheepdog) Mrs S Moore & Ms D Simonsen 88/100 

10th   Ch Waiwilta Heart Of Skye (Papillon) Jill Campain 80/100 

 

Rally Advanced - Judge: Ms Elaine Temby (ACT) 

1st   Kerodan Wicca Spirit CD RN ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD GDX SDX (Border Collie) Mr R & Ms A White  98/100 

2nd   Lokabe Kabe Rhythm II CD RE (Australian Kelpie) Vikki Evans 95/100 

3rd   Beckview Bramble The Beau CCD RN (Shetland Sheepdog) Catherine Perry 94/100 

4th   Leisureview Montague Kerr CD RE (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel) A J & C E Kaspura 92/100 

6th   Archie JC RN (Border Collie) Lyndal Hasselman 82/100 

 

Rally Excellent - Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

1st   Morningmyst Reflections (Al) CCD RA (Golden Retriever) Laraine Frawley 98/100 

4th   Lokabe Kabe Rhythm II CD RE (Australian Kelpie) Vikki Evans 87/100 

9th   Tenarda Mystery Maker RA (Chesapeake Bay Retriever) J Hathaway 80/100 

 

Rally Masters - Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

1st   Ch Chergari Silent Night CDX RM (Labrador Retriever) Anne Walkington 98/100 

2nd   Lokabe Kabe Rhythm II CD RE (Australian Kelpie) Vikki Evans 97/100 

3rd   Ch Hillmagic Golden Calypso AZ CCD RE (German Shepherd Dog (Long Stock Coated)) K A Hore 95/100 

5th   Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CD RM QND ORA ADX JDX ADO GDX SD SPDX JC (Brittany)  

 Judith Barlow 94/100 

8th   Rhyll Vienna CD RE (Pointer) Jane Vickers 92/100 

9th   Shitar Aussie Floki CDX RAE RM (Golden Retriever) Simone Hey 91/100 

10th   Uwish U Were My Material Girl RE (Brittany) Fiona Fraser 90/100 

CDC Rally Trial (2) — 6 March 2021 — Results achieved by Club members only 

Masters - Judge: Mr Ron Probert (NSW) 

1st   Lifesong All About Jazz UDX RE (Border Collie) Karen Hobson 100/100 

2nd   Ch Chergari Silent Night CDX RM (Labrador Retriever) Anne Walkington 100/100 

3rd   Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CD RM QND ORA ADX JDX ADO GDX SD SPDX JC (Brittany)  

 Judith Barlow 98/100 

4th   Lokabe Rhythm II CD RE (Australian Kelpie) Vikki Evans 97/100 

5th   Shtar Aussie Floki CDX RAE RM (Golden Retriever) Simone Hey 95/100 

7th   Robmond Meridian Moon CD RE (Cocker Spaniel) Ms P Looker 92/100 

11th   Uwish U Were My Material Girl (Brittany) Fiona Fraser 88/100 

14th   Rhyll Vienna CD RN RE (Pointer) Jane Vickers 85/100 

 

Rally Advanced - Judge: Mr Ron Probert (NSW) 

1st   Leisureview Montague Kerr CD RE (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel) A J & C E Kaspura 98/100 

2nd   Beckview Bramble The Beau CCD RN (Shetland Sheepdog) Catherine Perry 98/100 

3rd   Kerodan Wicca Spirit CD RN ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD GDX SDX (Border Colllie) Mr R & Ms A White  

 97/100 

 

Rally Excellent - Judge: Mr Ron Probert (NSW) 

3rd   Leisureview Montague Kerr CD RE (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel) A J & C E Kaspura 98/100 

4th   Tenarda Mystery Maker RA (Chesapeake Bay Retriever) J Hathaway 97/100 

5th   Morningmyst Reflections (AI) CCD RA (Golden Retriever) Laraine Frawley 97/100 

 

Rally Novice - Judge: Ms Elaine Temby (ACT) 

4th   Kerodan Triplechoc Surprise (Border Collie) Amanda Delaney 91/100 

5th   Hastings (Koolie) Stephanie Windsor 87/100 

7th   Ch. Perfu Starry Knight (Old English Sheepdog) Mrs S Moore & Ms D Simonsen 78/100 
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 By Raelene Stewart  — Convenor 

    Dances With Dogs 

       and Trick Dog 

It is great to be back in action again after the 

disruption of the past year.  Both Dances With 

Dogs and Trick Dog training classes have 

recommenced at the Pavilion at Queanbeyan 

Showground. This year we have moved classes 

to Tuesday evenings to reduce clashes with the 

Club’s other training classes. 

 

Dances With Dogs  

 

Dances With Dogs (DWD) has recommenced 

with a small class refining a number of tricks 

and starting to put together a dancing routine 

– a series of tricks linked with transition moves 

and choreographed to music. 

 

As we continue to refine the Trick Dog moves 

learnt through the Trick Dog training classes, we 

can see how much easier it is to link the moves 

together if we have a repertoire of tricks to call 

on. By this time, the dogs are also starting to 

focus more on their handlers and the rapport is 

growing. DWD can help both handlers and 

dogs relax – success in this sport is difficult if you 

are unable to find the fun and positive side – a 

‘win-win’ for dogs and handlers! 

 

This term, we have also focussed on using 

platforms and other equipment such as carry/

retrieve items and target sticks.  

 

The competition ring remains quiet for DWD as 

the sport of Trick Dog has made a popular start 

to the year.  No DWD competitions have yet 

been held in the ACT region this year. 

 

Trick Dog 

 

Trick Dog training has resumed at Queanbeyan 

Showground with classes restricted to six 

handler/dog teams. There are two sessions: 

Starters at 7.00pm-7.45pm and Novice from 

8.00pm-8.45pm. 

 

In the Starters level, there are 15 tricks to learn/

develop. The classes are quite busy with plenty 

of fun homework to keep up with through the 

session. By keeping the classes small, there is 

time during class to help those who need it and 

time to revise and develop the tricks already 

taught. To date, we have found that many of 

those attending Trick Dog training are Club 

instructors and we are pleased to allow those 

members an opportunity to train their dogs and 

Below: Raelene Stewart’s French Bulldogs ‘Paris’ (left) and ‘Ted’ (right) celebrate 

—somewhat inscrutably—their recent Trick Dog competition successes. 



Page |36 The Good Companion | March 2021| Vol 33 | No 1 

Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog … continued

have some fun.  Some of these dogs also have 

some social and/or anxiety issues and the fun 

and small classes help to build their 

confidence. 

 

A Trick Dog Novice class has been added for 

the first time this year and is progressing well.  A 

number of the Starters tricks are further 

developed in the Novice level, along with the 

introduction of some new tricks.  It has been 

noted that some of the tricks learnt in the 

Starters level do not appear in the Novice level 

but will reappear in the higher Intermediate 

class. 

 

It is great to see the repertoire of the dogs in 

the Novice class expanding, with some really 

fun and advanced moves starting to be seen.  

It is also great to see how much the dogs and 

the handlers are enjoying the training and the 

creativity that is starting to come out as the 

dogs and their handlers find fun things to add in 

to the formal curriculum. For example, some 

handlers are chaining some of the learnt tricks 

together to get their dogs to take an ‘object’ 

and score a goal through a basketball hoop.  

We are looking forward to seeing this ‘move’ 

demonstrated on our last training night for the 

term. 

 

Trick Dog competitions 

 

The Belconnen Dog Obedience Club held a 

Trick Dog competition on 1 January 2021.  The 

weather took all by surprise with a wonderful 

cool night for competition for the dogs, and 

their handlers needing to pull out their jumpers. 

Raelene Stewart represented the CDC Trick 

Dog program with French Bulldogs Paris and 

Ted.  Paris received two Novice level passes 

along with a 3rd place.  Ted received a 

disqualification in the first Novice ring and then 

came back strongly with a Novice pass and 1st 

place in the second ring.  There were a number 

of other Club members who received Starters 

passes, however they are not formally part of 

the Trick Dog training program at the Club. 

 

The Belconnen Dog Obedience Club also held 

a second Trick Dog competition on 23 January 

2021.  This time the weather was a truly 

summery 36 degrees.  This affected the ability 

of some dogs to compete.  Raelene Stewart 

again represented the Club’s Trick Dog 

program with Ted (Paris was withdrawn due to 

the heat).  Ted received two Novice passes. 

There were also a number of Club members 

who received their Starters titles at the event. 

Starters requires 

three 

competition 

passes and 

Novices requires 

five passes to 

attain titles.  

Congratulations 

to all. 

 

Want to join us? 

 

Expressions of 

interest for the 

Trick Dog classes can be sent to:  

contact@actcdc.org.au 

 

To join Trick Dogs, you will need to have 

successfully completed the Consolidation 

(Level 2) class in the Club’s Behaviour Training 

program or have a similar level of training. 

While participating in the Behaviour Training 

program you are encouraged to choose tricks 

to learn that complement the Trick Dog 

syllabus. Some of these include sending around 

a cone, sending to a mat, paw on hand, nose-

to-hand touches and spinning in a circle. See 

the Trick Dog Rules on the ANKC website for a 

complete list (see www.ankc.org.au).  

 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
see%20www.ankc.org.au


               Term Four (2020) Results 
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FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION 

 

Alaniz Garcia and Alan Ley & Luna 

Alice Knight and Michael Johnson & Ruby 

Alyce Egelton & Kevin 

Angela Anthony & Pippi 

Barbara Feeken & Ashtok 

Belinda Fry & Ollie 

Belinda Mackenzie & Triplefun Chisel 

Cate O'Rourke and Helen Watson & Bruno 

Charlotte and Brenton Prosser & Jasper 

Chris Reid & Archie 

Christina Moore & Reggie 

Claire Briant & Arlo 

Dana and Dee Esperanza & Riley 

Danny Suchomel & Lucy 

Darcy Richardson & Alfie 

David and Scarlet Paull & Pepe 

Deb Conroy & Seamus 

Debbie Bartlett & Kirri 

Dimity Wynants & Arthur 

Eileen Metherell & Tilly 

Emma Stone & Buddy 

Erica Sharp & Heidi 

Frances Jomantas & Ziggy 

Gina Tsai & Hopper 

Heidi Strachan & Elke 

Jaclyn Fletcher and Kevin Keegan & Magnus 

James Martin and Linda Walker & Charlie 

Jane Lawrence & Molly Rose 

Janet Mathewson & Cooper 

Janine Fabre & Kobe 

Jeanna Adamson & Sydney 

Joanna O'Shea & Poppy 

Jonathan Walker & Tigger 

Justine Tansley & Oscar 

Kalpana and Chris De Luis& Lani 

Kath McQuarrie & Ash 

Kieran May & Ziggy 

Kylie Davies & Bron 

Kylie Davies & Ren 

Laura Benitezc & Sandi 

Lauren King & Pippa 

Leanne Loan & Sasha 

Lee Hogarth & Pennie 

Lily Straffon & Darby 

Linda Norden & Sydney 

Lisa Carr & Hugo 

Lucy Mineham & Winston 

Marcus Giffin & Kimchi 

Margaret Harrison-Smith & Poppy 

Martin Chong & Bailey 

Michael Schwager & Rocky 

Natalie Gallagher & Molly 

Nicholas Hancock & Kodak 

Nicole Donaldson & Fergus 

Outi Brennan & Mymble 

Peta O'Rourke & Jazz 

Peter May & Kodi 

Phillip Jones & Cosmo 

Phoebe Zardo & Tess 

Rachel Slayter & Taku 

Rebecca Nadenbousch & Freddie 

Rob and Nicola Tuckerman & Matilda 

Robyn and Gavin Petch & Darcy 

Rosalie Brand & Geraldine 

Ruth Vosseler & Mirri 

Sara Johnson & Ollie 

Sarah Shepherd & Bella 

Sean Burton & Tops 

Shaun Anthony & Pippin 

Steve Cavanagh & Phoebe 

Steve O'Kelly & Billie 

Suzanne Gatti & Ukko 

Tara McLaughlin & Missy Blue 

Tim Num & Jett 

Tracey Elliot & Archie 

Victoria Dortkamp & Conrad 

Zoe Christis & Marnie 

 

CONSOLIDATION TO GRADUATION 

 

Adam Leeson and Natalie Taffs & Leo 

Alexandra Knight & Pippa 

Alexandra Langley and David Naylor & Evie 

Alison Clearwater & Georgie 

Andrew Brodie & Chilli 

Anne Woods & Milo 

Annette Neuendorf & Teddy 

Ashlea Kinnane & Jericho 

Caglar, Cuneyt  & Ares 

Caitlin Malone  & Ted 

Calpana De Luis & Louis 

Christina Erwin & Hilda 

Christine Joannides & Stuart 

Claire Trenham & Nike 

David Murphy & Daryl 

Alexandra Langley and David Naylor & Lani 

Divya Cristaudo & Bodhi 

Emmy Yager & Clancy 

Genevieve Wright & Jessie 

Greg Johnston and John Watson & Wilma 

Hannah Feldman and Sheree Wilkinson & Umi 

Helen Henry & Cinders 

Jacqui Millard & Tilly 

Jasmin Douglas & Cassie 

Jeff Willing & Cassie 

Jen Eddy & Zoe 

Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so 

that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue. 

Results  are based on available documentation. 



Jill Howlett & Archie 

Judith Lind & Hugo 

Kara Lengyel & Louie 

Karen and Greg Ciszek & Zeze 

Kay Hick & Rocky 

Kevin Thackaberry & Bailey 

Korske Ara & Lilli 

Kym Holden & Jock 

Laura McElhinney and Tom Whyte & Beans 

Lee Osborne  & Pippa 

Lesley Pothan & Morse 

Lyndall and Mirja McLean-Engstrom & Freja 

Martyn Murdoch & Jet 

Naomi Langmore & Dash 

Natalie Fraser & Archie 

Navina Vijaysegaran & Syrah 

Neil and Cathryn Walker & Angus 

Penelope Robinson & Birdie 

Robyn Briese  & Ginger 

Susan Barnard & Fergus 

Tanya Losanno  & Stella 

Victoria Clare and Lachlan Kennedy  

& Scramble 

 

GRADUATION TO COMPANION 

 

Abigail Turner & Patch  

Allen Le Lievre & Jack 

Bronwyn Galloway & Dean Mendygral  

& Charlie 

Denise and Brett Caldwell & Gracie 

Eileen Metherell & Kato 

Emily Defina  & Toby 

Hannah and David Crawford & D'Arcy 

Jane Roberts & Ziggy 

Jenny and Brett Scott & Ribbon 

Kirsten Peterson & Buddy 

Lauren Duffy & Fly 

Linda Hall & Archie 

Linda White & Effie 

Lucy Hudson and Anthony Bomball & Millie 

Lynn Robinson & Rosie 

Maria Rhodes & Ebony 

Melissa Coulter & Benji 

Nola Anderson & Bree 

Rhiannon Paddick & Billy 

Samantha Wall & Darcy 

Shinta Benilda and Damon Searle & Rama 

Stephen Woolridge & Lulu 

Susan Robinson & Ellie 

Tara and William Coon & Willow 

Veronika Swan & Cooper 

 

COMPANION I TO COMPANION II 

 

Alicia Millington & Louie 

Alicia Roff & Tapio 

Amanda Johansson & Lockigt 

Catriona Anderson & Lilly 

Deborah Denehy & Tulip 

Desley Sharpe & Dudley 

Glennyss and Jack Leyne & Bella 

Heather Kenner & Ginger 

Jess and Brent Vujcich & Nero 

Kathleen Plowman & Nellie 

Katie Mills & Aki 

Laura Fleitas & Cooper 

Lilani Goonesena & Star 

Maxine Robinson & Juno 

Scott James & Aoife  

Vanessa March & Erin  

 

 

 

 

 For the safety and welfare of all members, 

use of the Club grounds is restricted to  

financial members only. 

 

You may NOT invite or bring non-members on to the 

grounds or bring dogs that are not listed on your 

membership application on to the grounds unless 

you have obtained permission from a Club official 

(ie Session Manager, Instructor, Committee 

Member). 

In some cases fees and conditions may apply. 

 

If in doubt, please ask. 
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Term 4 results  … continued



10 December 2020 

• We agreed to extend Stage 3 of the 

COVID-19 Safety Plan from 31 December 

2020 to 31 January 2021 and to update 

the plan for the beginning of the 2021 

training year. 

• We noted a work health and safety 

incident involving the use of a long line in 

class that resulted in a rope burn to a 

member’s hand. First aid was 

administered. 

• We reviewed the new draft turf 

maintenance annual contract and 

noted the need for minor changes 

before signing. 

• We noted the submission of our annual 

audit for ActSmart business recycling 

accreditation 

including a further 

reduction in waste to 

landfill of 3.12 cubic 

metres and reductions 

in the volumes of 

mixed recyclables and 

paper/cardboard 

recycling as well. 

However these 

reductions can, at 

least partially, be 

attributed to the 

interruption to the Club’s business due to 

COVID-19. In 2019-20 53% of our waste 

stream went to landfill (compared to 49% 

in 2018-19). 

• We finalised membership of the 

Behaviour Training Sub-Committee and 

the DWD/Tricks Sub-Committee. 

• We noted the proposal for DWD/Tricks to 

hold classes on Tuesday rather than 

Wednesday evenings in 2021. 

• We confirmed the 2021 training and 

trialling calendar for the Club. 

• We noted discussions with the ACT 

Government’s Domestic Animal Services 

regarding amendments to the Domestic 

Animals Act 2000 and implications for 

some of the Club’s policies and 

procedures. 

• We noted the failure of the hot water 

unit in the kitchen and consequent 

damage to cabinetry. An insurance 

claim has been made for rectification of 

damage. 

• We noted a 15% increase in income and 

a 10% decrease in expenditure 

compared to the same period last 

financial year. The Club recorded a 

profit before depreciation of $19,674 for 

this period compared to $6,442 last year. 

Membership revenue is down compared 

to this time last year due to the roll-over 

of new member applications from Term 2 

to Term 3 in 2020 and the postponement 

of Term 1 (2021) applications until the 

start of the new year. 

• We noted the need to revalue the Club’s 

assets (as per normal revaluation cycles). 

This is required for financial reporting and 

insurance purposes. 

• We noted discussions 

with Aquaflo Irrigation and 

Complete Turf and 

Landscaping about repairs 

to the irrigation system and 

aerating, fertilising and 

weed management 

respectively (now largely 

completed). 

• We noted the 

replacement of a further 

two failed metal halide 

floodlights with LED 

floodlights, following the replacement of 

three other failed metal halide lights in 

October. The replacement of these five 

lights and maintenance to conduit and 

wiring has cost the Club approximately 

$10,450 this financial year. 

• We applauded the sell-out of the 2021 

Dogs of ACT Calendar. 

• We acknowledged the success of the 

2020 end-of-year Woofmas party, with 

special thanks to Rhonda Cameron, 

Vanessa March and Heather McPherson 

for their co-ordination and to the 

individuals and organisations who had 

donated items for the fund-raising raffle.  

• We acknowledged the participation of 

the Drill Team at the Haig Park Paw Party 

on 14th November. Members of the 

team received Certificates of 

Appreciation for their public outreach at 

the Club’s end-of-year event. 
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 Committee Notes  

The Club’s Main Committee meets on the last Tuesday of every month (except December). 

Copies of committee minutes are available on request from the club’s Secretary.  

Some of the matters discussed at recent meetings are noted below. © 
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Committee Notes … continued

• We await the installation of the Club’s 

new storage container – pending  the 

pouring of a concrete slab. 

• We endorsed the following new Agility 

instructors – Suanne Hackett, Christine 

Rees and Sean Hodgman. 

• We agreed to increase entry fees for 

Agility trials. 

• We noted the ongoing work, led by 

Maxine Robinson, to support Scent Work 

activities at the Club in 2021. 

 

26 January 2021 

• We received a ‘tour’ of the Club’s new 

website which is nearing completion The 

site is due to  be launched in mid-March 

in conjunction with the implementation 

of the Club’s new membership 

management system DogBizPro. 

• We received a draft of the Stage 4 

COVID_19 Safety Plan and were invited 

to provide comments. The Plan and 

accompanying updated Q&As cover the 

period from 1 February to 30 June 2021 

(see the links on the website at 

www.actcdc.org.au). 

• We noted the resumption of the Club’s 

Dogs-As-Therapy activities after the long 

hiatus since March 2020 due to COVID-

19. 

• We noted out-of-session Committee 

decisions since the last meeting including 

the purchase of a new hot water service 

for the kitchen and commercial hire of 

part of the Club grounds by ABCDOG on 

Sunday evenings for 4 weeks in January 

and February. 

• We noted that the condition of the 

Club’s other ‘old’ hot water system 

(servicing the toilets) has been inspected 

and agreed to install a tempering valve 

on the unit as a safety measure to 

regulate the water temperature. 

• We noted the splendid condition of the 

Clubhouse vinyl flooring after its intensive 

clean on 18 January. 

• We foreshadowed the need for the 2021 

WHS inspection of the Club’s buildings 

and grounds to occur. Progress on 

implementing works identified through 

the 2020 inspection is being checked. 

• We discussed progress on the revision of 

the Club Rules established under clause 

17(iii) of the Club’s Constitution and 

forthcoming consultation with Sub-

Committees. 

• We noted with satisfaction that the Club 

had received re-accreditation under the 

ActSmart Business Recycling Program – 

our fifth year of accreditation. 

• We noted a 2% increase in income and a 

1% increase in expenditure to 31 

December compared to the same 

period last financial year. The Club 

recorded a profit before depreciation of 

$2,867 for this period compared to $2,586 

last year. The reporting period does not 

include revenue from Term 1 enrolments 

as these did not open until 4 January this 

year. 

• We agreed to submit a grant application 

under the Commonwealth Government’s 

Our new storage container arrives at its temporary home in 

the Back Paddock, February 2021 (Photo: Rhonda Cameron) 

http://www.actcdc.org.au


Committee Notes … continued
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Stronger Communities Programme to 

proactively replace the remaining metal 

halide floodlights in the Trial Rings and 

Flyball Paddock. 

• We accepted quotes to undertake 

external repairs and repainting of the 

Workshop and the commemorative 

Gazebo (donated by Nesta Triffett) and 

to seal the mural on the Workshop wall. 

This work is expected to be completed 

before winter. A decision to undertake 

external repairs and repainting of the 

Clubhouse has been deferred while 

further financial planning is undertaken. 

• We noted that further expense to 

maintain the Club’s irrigation system is 

expected, specifically relating to the 

bore and irrigation pumps, valves and 

reinforcement of the concrete tank. 

• We discussed the rescheduling of the 

‘Dog’s Day Afternoon’ to be co-hosted 

with Pets & Positive Ageing and the 

Northside Community Service. This event 

had been cancelled last year due to 

COVID-19.  

• We noted progress on the delivery and 

installation of the new shipping container 

(obtained through a government grant). 

The laying of the concrete slab and 

delivery is expected in February. The 

proposed orientation of the container has 

been altered due to the proximity of 

underground irrigation pipes. 

• We noted the forthcoming delivery of the 

2021 Behaviour Training Instructors 

Course, commencing 2 February with 12 

participants. 

• We approved the addition of three local 

rewards-based force-free dog training 

businesses to the list of external businesses 

the Club refers members to if they need 

advice and support on dog behaviour 

and training issues that cannot be 

provided internally  by the Club. 

• We approved the addition of one Club 

instructor with vocational qualifications to 

the list of Club instructors who are 

authorised to provide one-on-one 

consultations to members requiring 

advice and support on dog behaviour 

and training. These consultations are 

provided on a fee-for-service basis with 

the revenue going to the Club. 

• We noted the need to purchase 

additional ribbons for the new ‘Elite’ class 

offered at Agility Trials. 

• We noted the recommencement of 

Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog classes 

at the Queanbeyan Pavilion following the 

long hiatus at this venue since the 

disruption of COVID-19 in March last year. 

Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings. 

• We noted progress with the training and 

accreditation of Scent Work judges in the 

ACT and plans for the ACT training clubs 

to co-operate in the scheduling and 

delivery of Scent Work Trials in May, June 

and August this year. 

• We noted key dates for the 2021 Tracking 

season including training days in June 

and July and proposed trials in August 

and September. 

Site works for the new storage container—soon there will be 

two side-by-side, March 2021 (Photo: Anne Robertson) 



Page |42 The Good Companion | March 2021| Vol 33 | No 1 

Committee Notes … continued

23 February 2021 

• We noted with regret the resignation of 

Hilarie Kemp from the Committee for 

health reasons. Hilarie has served on the 

Main Committee since August 2016 and 

has variously performed the role of 

Secretary, Grounds Manager and 

Tracking/Nose Work representative. 

Hilarie will continue her Sub-Committee 

and instructing roles. 

• We approved new Club Rules following 

revision of the previous rules and 

consultation with all Sub-Committees (see 

pages 9-11). 

• We noted a 20% increase in income and 

a 2% increase in expenditure to 31 

January compared to the same period 

last financial year. The Club recorded a 

profit before depreciation of $22,126 for 

this period compared to $3,134 last year. 

The January profit/loss statement includes 

revenue from Term 1 Behaviour Training 

enrolments. Term 2 enrolments will not 

open until mid-March and the current 

profit will be whittled down by ordinary 

running costs as well as asset 

maintenance and replacement (see 

below). 

• We noted a security incident outside the 

Club grounds on 16 February. 

• We noted with thanks that Mitch 

McNamara-Rice has made four new 

honour boards for the Club. 

• We noted out-of-session Committee 

decisions since the last meeting including 

approval of the Stage 4 COVID-19 Safety 

Plan, repairs and upgrades to the 

irrigation system, purchase of 

replacement tunnel bags for Agility, and 

replacement of the Club’s multifunction 

copier/printer/scanner as our existing 

device is no longer supported by the 

manufacturer. Together the works to the 

irrigation system and replacement of the 

copier/printer/scanner will cost over 

$14,000. 

• We approved the engagement of 

Amelia Wettern to take on the junior shop 

assistant role on Sunday mornings 

commencing 28th February. 

• We noted the delivery of the new 

shipping container to provide additional 

storage.  

• We noted the purchase of a lockable 240

-litre bin to enable members to more 

readily donate to the Club’s container 

deposit scheme fundraising initiative. The 

bin is located next to the workshop. 

• We noted that while Behaviour Training 

classes will not be held on Sunday 25th 

April - Anzac Day (the first week of Term 

2), the new members presentation will go 

ahead that day in order for all new 

members to start training with their dogs 

the following week. 

• We agreed to seek the advice of the 

Club’s floodlighting and electrical 

contractors to investigate the feasibility of 

having a power outlet installed on the 

floodlight pole between rings 3 and 4 to 

avoid running extension cords from the 

Agility shed during trials.   

• We noted that the ‘Dog’s Day Afternoon’ 

event (to be co-hosted with Pets & 

Positive Ageing and the Northside 

Community Service) is now scheduled for 

Sunday 12th September. 

• We noted progress on the development 

of a syllabus for Trick Dog classes which, 

along with Dances With Dogs, have 

recommenced at the Pavilion at the 

Queanbeyan Showgrounds on Tuesday 

evenings. 

• We noted the resumption of the Club’s 

Dogs-As-Therapy activities to all of the 

aged care residences on its pre-COVID 

program and the addition of four new 

teams to the program (all drawn from the 

Club’s Behaviour Training Companion 

classes). 
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Scenes from the Club grounds 

SMILE — YOU’RE ON CCTV 
  

The Club’s buildings and grounds are under  

constant video camera surveillance  

to provide better security and safety for members. 

We had several working 

bees over the summer 

break to keep the Club 

spic ‘n span. 

 

Many thanks to 

Rhonda Cameron, Jerry 

Lee, Heather McPherson, 

Penny Pardoe-Matthews, 

Katrina and Michael  

Morton,  Linda Spinaze, 

Juliet Ward, Anne  

Robertson and Gary 

Mountain. 

If you look closely you’ll see a mob of Galahs on the roof of an 

instructor’s car in the Club car park—but only the one car. 

What was the attraction? 

 



Is Your Membership Due ? 

Contact Us 

Phone 02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604 

Web www.actcdc.org.au 

Office 240 Narrabundah Lane, 

Symonston  ACT 2609 

 

• Tuesday-Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 

• Thursday    6:00pm-9:15pm 

• Sunday              9:00am-12:15pm 
 

Office Manager: Marika Mueller  

          CLOSED MONDAY 

 

Compliments, suggestions or ideas?  

Contact the Club: 

Email     contact@actcdc.org.au 
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Did you join in Term 1 last year?  

If so, your membership is due for renewal * 

You can renew online – how easy is that ! 
 

Go to the Club’s website at http://www.actcdc.org.au 

1. Download the Membership Renewal form at 

 https://actcdc.org.au/resources/     

2. Complete the form and send it back to the Club via e-mail 

3. Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities 

 Bank BSB: 032 729 

 Account: 235628 

 Reference: Use your surname and phone number. Make sure  

 your reference will easily identify your payment and don’t forget  

 to keep your receipt. 

Of course, you can also renew in person at the Club office during  

office hours (see below) 

 

* NOTE:  Members whose training was affected by the suspension of classes in Term 2 

(2020) due to COVID-19 will be offered a two month extension to their memberships. In 

order to renew members are expected to participate regularly in the Club’s training 

classes as the Club does not offer ‘grounds use only’ memberships. We do offer a wide 

variety of training activities that will enrich your relationship with your dog , provide it with 

mental and physical stimulation and enable it to become the best companion it can be. 

And there is something for every dog and handler—young and old (see page 46). 

Fees (from 1 October 2020) 

Joining Fee (household) $ 90.00 

Annual Subscription  (household) $135.00 

Training Fees (per Dog/per Year) 
• Behaviour Training 

• Obedience Trialling & Rally 

• Agility 

• Flyball 

• Dances with Dogs & Trick Dog 

• Tracking (terms apply) 

 

$ 90.00 

$ 90.00 

$ 90.00 

$ 90.00 

$ 90.00 

$ 90.00 

Additional Dog Fee $ 67.50 

Instructors’ Fee $ 30.00 

Grounds use only membership is NOT offered  

  $5.00 – $52.00 

Casual Visitors Fee 

• Conditions apply 

• Contact the Club Office 

http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au
https://actcdc.org.au/resources/
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Why “sit” happens … continued

The Club is accredited under the ACT 

Government’s ActSmart business recycling 

program in recognition of its waste 

management initiatives.  

 

Please ‘do the right thing’ and always use the 

most appropriate bin to dispose of rubbish on 

the Club grounds. Unsure? Read the posters on 

the bins and around the grounds to make the 

right choice. 

 

Did you know that most drink bottles and cans 

now attract a 10 cent refund under the ACT 

Government’s Container Deposit Scheme? The 

Club is collecting refundable containers as a  

fund-raising initiative so please put any 

refundable containers you use on the grounds 

in the designated bin (that’s the one with the 

round hole in the top) located by the 

Workshop. 

 

Read all about it on pages 20-21. 

 

You can also drop your refundable containers 

at any of the ACT Government’s Return-It 

locations (see https://www.returnit.com.au/

locations/) and donate your refund to the Club 

so that we can use the donated funds for 

special fundraising projects (we need LOTS of 

containers to meet our goals!). 

 

Our Return-It account number is 0262957764 

 

Keep the number in your wallet at all times! 

And remember, in the ACT disposable coffee 

cups can be placed in the mixed recycling  

bin — at the Club and at home. 

 

We also recycle all the batteries used for timing 

equipment at the Club’s Agility trials and Flyball 

race meets. After they are exhausted we send 

them to Battery World in Phillip. 

 

And we collect and recycle all the used 

aluminium coffee pods used in the Club shop 

and kitchen. 

 

Did you know 

we use 

compostable 

poo bags at the 

Club, too?  

 

Do you take 

extra poo bags 

from the 

dispensers 

around the Club 

grounds so that 

you have a 

ready supply at 

home? 

 

If you like the 

bags and want 

to use them elsewhere please purchase bulk 

suppliers from the PAWS Shop.  

 

Packs of 50 cost $6.00. This helps the Club 

cover its costs. 

By Heather McPherson 

       ActSmart Recycling 

Above: Place refundable drink containers in the bin 

on the left and other ‘mixed recyclables’ in the bin 

on the right (ie used coffee cups, rigid plastics,  

paper, cardboard and glass) 

https://www.returnit.com.au/locations/
https://www.returnit.com.au/locations/


    Club Activities 

 

BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING 

 
The Club offers four levels of Behaviour Training 

classes for all breeds and ages of dogs to learn 

how to behave appropriately at home and in 

the community. These classes will help you 

understand how your dog learns and will teach 

you how to train your dog to be a good 

companion. The focus is on teaching practical 

life skills such as learning to relax, walking on 

lead without pulling; to come when called; to 

sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at 

doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and 

to socialize appropriately with dogs and 

people. Classes are aligned with school terms 

and bookings open about five weeks before 

the start of each term. Dates for the next 

course can be found in the Calendar on the 

website. 

 

DOGS-AS-THERAPY 

 
Members and their dogs visit nursing homes 

and schools to provide pet therapy for residents 

and students. If you have a dog that is people 

and dog friendly and isn’t fazed by noise and 

movement this activity might be for you.  

 

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB 

 

Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials 

(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high 

degree of handler-dog team work and 

precision over a range of exercises at different 

levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork, 

retrieving, scent work, taking directions a 

distance and stays. In most cases, dogs must 

have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to be admitted to 

the entry-level Skills class. 

 

Rally – Rally is an obedience competition that 

requires the handler and dog team to 

negotiate a course in the heel position and to 

perform various manoeuvres such as sits, 

downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers 

are able to praise their dog while it is working. In 

most cases, dogs must have completed the  

Skills class (above) to participate in Rally 

classes. 

 

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach 

your dog to negotiate different obstacles such 

as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog 

walks and weave poles.  Once you have 

gained some basic skills, the challenge is to 

learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one 

obstacle to another on a course, and the 

courses change each time so that you and 

your dog are constantly being challenged to 

improve your skills. To start training dogs must 

be at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; physically sound and not overweight; 

and under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities. Dogs are subject to an intake 

test to assess their suitability to start training. 

 

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles, 

release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their 

handler over the hurdles.  It is a fast and furious 

team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy. 

Dogs must be at least 12 months old to ensure 

the dog’s skeletal and musculature system is 

strong enough; physically sound and not 

overweight; and under control off-lead around 

other dogs and activities. In most cases, dogs 

must have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Flyball.  

 

Dances with Dogs (DWD) – In this sport 

handlers take obedience skills to a new level by 

performing routines to music with their dogs. All 

you need to get involved is a love of music, the 

desire to have a great time with your dog and 

a commitment to rewards-based training. DWD 

is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of 

all breeds, sizes and ages.  In 2021 a new 

sport—Trick Dog—is offered as the entry level 

for the DWD program. In most cases, dogs must 

have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Trick classes.   

 

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports 

involves the dog following a scent trail left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted 

during the cooler months due to the risk of 

snakes. The Club provides an information 

session in autumn (see the Calendar on page 

51) and organizes ‘peer-support’ training to 

help members get started. Please note: 

Conditions apply to joining the Club for this 

sport due to its seasonal nature. 

 

Class times for all activities are available on the 

website. 

 

For more information about the Club’s activities 

refer to the relevant contacts or leave your 

name at the Club Office (pages 2 and 44) 
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News from the Paws Shop 

By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager 

OPENING TIMES 

Wednesday   9.45am - 12.15pm 

Thursday         6.15- 9.15pm 

Sunday            9:15am - 12.15pm 
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Food Puzzles For Enrichment 

The Bob-a-lot has arrived!

$26.00 

Handmade Tug Toys 

A great training aid for dynamic  

behaviours (think recalls, Agility and 

Flyball) as well as providing a great 

bonding game with your dog 

S, M, L & XL from $10.50 

Liki Mat Splash Bowl with suction cup 

Help your dog enjoy bath time and 

grooming … just like Labrador  

Retriever ‘Venice’ above 

$20.00 

Puppington Pods 

A great training aid to build motivation 

and drive for dog sports. 

Food-stuffed Puppington Pods are  

designed to be chased and opened 

by your dog under supervision. See the 

video https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=0L2tDukElEg 

Small $14.00 Large $16.00 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0L2tDukElEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0L2tDukElEg


 

Page | 48 The Good Companion | March 2021| Vol 33 | No 1 



News from the Paws shop … continued
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    The Trainer’s Pouch ($30.00-$35.00) 

Australian-made, easy to clean silicone 

Available in two sizes 

Lambs Ears  

Crunchy, chewy treats 

$1.20 each or 10 for $10.00 

Food Puzzles For Enrichment 

Kong Gyro from $18.50 

Kong Wobbler from $30.00 

Kong Quest Bone from $15.00 

Classic Kongs from $10.00 

and more! 

See the full list of  

shop stock on page 48 

NEW 

NEW 

Slow Feeder Plates & Licki Mats 

($15.00-$19.00) 

Dishwasher and freezer safe 

Spread soft foods (cooked vegetables, 

tinned sardines, cottage cheese, mince) 

and let your dog forage.  

   Snuffle/Forage Mats ($35.00) 

Handmade in South Australia 

Sprinkle small kibble among the fleecy tufts. 

Great for supervised foraging by puppies 
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      Class Times   

 BEHAVIOUR TRAINING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Level 1 -  Foundation (Puppy) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 1 - Foundation (Adult) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 2 - Consolidation 10:00 - 11.00am 8.00 - 9.00pm 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Level 3 - Graduation 11.30am - 12.30pm 8.00 - 9.00pm 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Level 4 - Companion 11.30am - 12.30pm 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Companion Plus 10:00 - 11.00am - 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Drill /Demonstration Team - - 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Companion (Level 4) class times may vary from term to term 

OBEDIENCE TRIALLING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Skills Class (entry level) 10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - Assessed in class 

Obedience Trialling  11:15am -12.15pm 8.00 - 9.00pm - N/A 

RALLY  Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

All levels (except entry level – 

see Skills Class above) 
10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - N/A 

AGILITY Monday Tuesday Wednesday Assessment 

Level One - - 7.15 - 8.30m Assessed in class 

Level Two  - - 6.00 - 7.15pm Assessed in class 

Level Three 6.15 - 7.45pm - - Assessed in class 

Level Four  - - 6.45 - 8.15pm  Assessed in class 

Novice 

6.45 - 8.15pm 

(and4.00 - 5.30pm 

Sunday) 

- - Trial performance 

Excellent/Masters - 6.45 - 8.15pm  - Trial performance 

Agility classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5). Class times/days for Levels 1-4 may vary from term to term 

FLYBALL Wednesday Sunday   

Beginners - 12.30 - 1.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Intermediate - 1.30 - 2.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Advanced - 2.30 - 3.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Squad training (on demand) 6.45 - 7.45pm -  N/A 

Flyball classes are usually held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks 

DANCES WITH DOGS & TRICK DOG  Tuesday   

Tricks 
7.00 - 7.45pm 

Starters 

8.00 - 8.45pm 

Novice 
Assessed in class 

DWD 7.00 - 7.45pm  Assessed in class 

DWD/Trick Dog classes are held at the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground. 

 

(subject to Covid-19 arrangements) 



     Calendar of Events 2021 
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ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO COVID-19 MEASURES IN PLACE AT THE TIME 

CHECK THE CLUB’S WEBSITE FOR LATEST DETAILS  

MARCH 

Sat 20  BDOC Agility and Jumping Trial (evening)* 

Tues 23  Term 1 DWD/Trick Dog classes end* 

Wed 24  Term 1 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling and Rally classes end /  

  Agility session 1 ends 

Thurs 25  Term 1 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling and Rally classes end  

Sat 27  Flyball Race Meet at Castle Hill, NSW* 

Sun 28   Term 1 Behaviour Training and Flyball classes end (week 8) 

Tues 30  Main Committee Meeting 

Wed 31  Agility intake 

 

APRIL 

Fri 2   Good Friday public holiday / ACT school holidays start 

Sat 3   Easter Saturday / CDC Agility Jumping and Games Trial 

Sun 4   Easter Sunday / CDC Agility Jumping and Games Trial / Daylight saving ends 

Mon 5  Easter Monday public holiday / Agility Session 2 starts 

Sat 10  BDOC Double Obedience Trial* 

Mon 19  BDOC Agility Ribbon Trial* (evening) 

Tues 20  Term 2 DWD/Trick Dog classes start* 

Wed 21  Term 2 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling and Rally classes start 

Thurs 22  Term 2 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling and Rally classes start 

Sat 24  Flyball Race Meet at Hawksbury Show, Clarendon, NSW* 

Sun 25  ANZAC Day (no classes EXCEPT New Members’ presentation) 

Mon 26  ANZAC Day public holiday 

Tues 27  Main Committee Meeting 

 

MAY 

Sat 1   Flyball Race Meet at Sutherland, NSW* 

Sun 2   Term 2 Behaviour Training and Flyball classes start 

Tues 4  CDC Agility Ribbon Jumping Trial (evening) 

Sat 8   Trick Dog Workshop (to be confirmed) 

Sun 9   Mothers Day classes held 

Sat 15  ACT Gundog Society Agility Trial at CDC 

Mon 17  Introduction to Tracking, Clubhouse, 6.30pm (Note: bookings required) 

Sat 22  CDC MAYhem Flyball Race Meet 

Sun 23  Tracking practical, Braidwood NSW* 

Tues 25  Main Committee Meeting 

Wed 26  Agility Session 2 ends  

Mon 31  Reconciliation Day public holiday / Agility Session 3 commences 

 

JUNE 

Sat 5   CDC Double Obedience Trial 

Sat 12  CDC Agility Jumping and Games Trial 

Sun 13  CDC Agility Jumping and Games Trial (no classes) 

Mon 14  Queen’s Birthday public holiday 

Tues 15 Term 2 DWD/Trick Dog classes end* 

Wed 16  CDC Term 2 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling and Rally classes end 

Thurs 17  CDC Term 2 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling and Rally classes end  

Sat 19  CDC Double Rally Trial 

Sun 20  CDC Term 2 Behaviour Training and Flyball classes end / Tracking Training  

  Day Braidwood* 

Sat 26  ACT school holidays start 

Tues 29  Main Committee Meeting                                                                      * not on Club grounds 



 

Off-lead exercise at our Club 
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 Do the right thing: 

 Read the ‘Using the club 

grounds’ brochure on the 

website as well as the 

gate signs. 

 Play safe - use common 

sense in the off-lead 

areas. 

 Keep your dog away from 

gates when other dogs 

are entering and leaving. 

Always ask and gain 

permission from 

everyone before going 

into an area that is 

already occupied. 

  Enter on lead and remove 

the lead while your dog is 

sitting. 

  Keep moving to minimise 

tension and scuffles 

between dogs. 

  Stay alert and keep an 

eye on your dog. 

 Do not allow your dog to 

fence-run. It is not 

appropriate behaviour. 

  Always reward your dog 

for coming to you. 

  Avoid using balls and 

other toys if you are 

sharing the area with 

other dogs. 

  Leave immediately if your 

dog becomes anxious, or 

is annoying or aggressive 

towards other dogs. 

  Limit your time to 15 

minutes if other members 

are waiting to use the 

same area. 

  Always clean up after 

your dog. 

Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas. 

Read the gate signs and the poster on the Club’s outside noticeboards. 

You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked. 

NOTE:  

Due to COVID-19 

measures there is 

NO use of any  

off-lead areas  

30 minutes before, 

during or after  

Behaviour Training 

classes (except 

instructors) 


