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Teach your dog to talk
Celebrate our dog sport successes
Catch up with tracking
Try shaping behaviours with your dog
Get to know our emergency procedures
© ACT Companion Dog Club Inc 2022

WINTER TERM BREAK
Term 2 classes end on Sunday 26th June

Classes resume after the school holidays on :
Wednesday 20th July

Thursday 21st July

Sunday 24th July

Jenny Scott’s Cavalier King Charles Spaniel ‘Ribbon’ rugged up and ready to step up for classes
during the cold winter months
(Photo: Anne Robertson)

“ Don’t underestimate the power of silence.
You’ll be surprised by what your dog can
accomplish if you give them a moment to think ”
Maddie Ross
https://beacondogtraining.com.au/
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Cover picture
Marcelo Munoz and his Cavalier King Charles Spaniel X Poodle ‘Paxi’ performing leg weaves at the Club’s
inaugural Trick Dog Test on 2 April 2022. Paxi and Marcelo earnt their Trick Dog Starters (TK.S) title at the event.
(Photo: Kristina Sands Photography)
It’s important to know:
The opinions and claims expressed in this publication, whether in articles, correspondence or in any other form,
are not necessarily those of the ACT Companion Dog Club Inc. Neither the Editor nor the ACT Companion
Dog Club Inc accepts responsibility for the accuracy of these items nor endorses the opinions or services of
third parties mentioned in this publication. The ACT Companion Dog Club Inc gives permission for the
reprinting of articles appearing in The Good Companion, except where copyright has been stated, provided
acknowledgement is given to the Club and the author.
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About Our Club
The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC),
established in 1958 as the first dog training
Club in the ACT, has an average household
membership of around 800 each year. It is a
non-profit organisation relying mostly on
volunteers to run activities with some
occasional grant assistance. About 80
instructors volunteer their time to conduct
Behaviour Training and dog sport classes in
Agility, Dances With Dogs, Flyball, Obedience
Trialling, Rally, Tracking and Tricks from
February to November each year. The Club also
has a Dogs-As-Therapy group that visits
nursing homes and occasionally schools with
their dogs for the enjoyment of the residents
and support for students.
While much of the work in maintaining and
running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer
basis we do have some paid help. We have a
paid office manager and a junior shop assistant
and the mowing of the grounds is undertaken
by a contractor. The Club caters for disabled
access with paved paths, designated parking
spaces and toilet facilities.

The aims and objectives of the Club are to:
• promote responsible dog ownership and the
general welfare of dogs;
• teach members to train their dogs, of
whatever breed, in dog obedience and other
related canine skills, using motivational
training methods;
• promote participation and training in a range
of dog sports;
• promote and participate in dog training and
other activities associated with dog training;
• support the rights of dog owners, provided
that such ownership is conducted in a
responsible manner;
• actively promote community interaction with
dogs;
• provide facilities necessary or convenient for
its activities;
• promote positive relationships between
owners and dogs; and
• enhance the development of social skills of
dogs.

COMMITTEES 2021-22
President
Senior Vice-President
Junior Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary

Anne Robertson – Work Health & Safety, Magazine, Annual Awards
Lesley Pothan – Behaviour Training Convenor
Heather McPherson – Grounds, Security, ActSmart Recycling
Sharon Haines – Insurance, Grants
Penny Pardoe-Matthews – Public Officer

Main Committee
Members

Barbara Gough – Events & Promotion
Wendy Hathaway – Obedience Trialling & Rally Liaison
Vanessa March – Social Media, Website, Flyball Convenor
Katrina Morton – Shop, Housekeeping, Maintenance
Neale Prescott – Dogs-as-Therapy Co-ordination
Maxine Robinson – Tracking & Scent Work Liaison
Linda Spinaze – Agility Convenor
Juliet Ward – Dances with Dogs & Trick Dog Convenor

Behaviour Training

Convenor Lesley Pothan, Members Anne Robertson, Sophie
Dunstone, Kath Hallam, Hilarie Kemp, Jess McNamara–Rice, Penny PardoeMatthews, Jackie Trotter, Julie Whitmore

Obedience Trialling &
Rally

Convenor Laraine Frawley Members Judith Barlow, Wendy Hathaway,
Jeanette Johnson, Catherine Perry, Lara Sedgmen, Anne Walkington,
Geoff Woodman, Patricia Woodman

Flyball Training &
Competition

Convenor Vanessa March Members Mick Fordyce, Angharad Lodwick,
Cathy Vaughan

Agility Training &
Trialling

Convenor Linda Spinaze Members Emma Easton, Cheyne Fischer, Karen Hobson,
Dana Simonsen, Wendy Stewart, Kylie White, Steph Windsor

Dances with Dogs &
Trick Dogs

Convenor Juliet Ward Members Jill Bradfield, Barbara Gough, Tara McLaughlin,
Holly Rieger, Raelene Stewart, Cherie Wilkinson, Lesley Pothan

Tracking

Convenor Jake Blight Members Joanne Hagan,
Sandra Hassett

Instructors’ Library

Karen Haines

PAWS Shop

Amelia Wettern

Secom Security

1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535
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From the Dog Kennel
Editor and President — Anne Robertson
Welcome to the winter issue of The Good
Companion for 2022. My goodness, conditions
for training have been very bracing over
recent weeks and all members are to be
congratulated for their commitment to attend
classes despite the drizzle, wind and chilly
temperatures. If you are new to the Club
there’s some advice on how to prepare for
classes during the winter months on page 7.
Once again we are approaching the Club’s
Annual General Meeting. It doesn’t seem as if
a year has passed since the last meeting – but
the COVID-19 lockdown in Term 3 last year has
probably contributed to this sense of loss. At
last year’s AGM I was hesitant to set Club goals
for 2021-22 given the prevailing impact of
COVID-19 on our lives at the time – but goals
help us to look forward so several tentative
goals were proposed. These included:
•
to resume and deliver our services as best
we could when COVID-19 public health
directions allowed us to do so;
•
to undertake major maintenance
projects to ensure that our grounds and
facilities remained usable and safe for
everyone;
•
to expand the use of the Club’s new
membership management system for all
of the Club’s training activities to improve
the administration of the Club and
streamline communication with
members; and
•
to continue to progressively review the
Club’s suite of governance and policy
documents so they are up-to-date and
fit-for-purpose.
I am pleased to report that we are well-placed
to achieve these goals by the 2022 AGM.

Volunteering is an essential
element in keeping communitybased organisations like the
Club going and we are proud
to support the ABC and
Volunteering Australia’s
initiative #ABC90for90 to
encourage all Club members to pledge 90
minutes of their time to formal or informal
volunteer activities during the ABC’s 90th year.
Read more about this on page 10.
Two of the Club’s stalwart volunteers are
Katrina and Michael Morton (below). Apart
from Katrina’s role as Shop Manager, she and
Michael regularly provide a BBQ and homecooked soups, cakes and slices for competitors
at the Club’s big Agility trials, often with the
help of extended family. A big thank you to the
Mortons for their contribution to the recent
Easter and June long weekend Agility trials.

All members are invited and encouraged to
attend the AGM and further details are
provided on pages 9-10.
Since the last issue of the magazine, National
Volunteer Week has come and gone for
another year—and we paused and gave
thanks to our instructors, Committee and subcommittee members for the time and
dedication they provide to the Club.
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Did you know that this and previous issues of
the newsletter are available in glorious colour
on the website? Every issue is chock full of
information about your Club so have a look!

Until next time, keep warm and have fun
training your dog.
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Is Your Membership Due ?
We will send you a renewal notice via email *
Renewals are now undertaken online using our new
membership management system.
Instructions are provided in the email.
You have one month to pay your renewal to remain
financial.
* NOTE: Members whose training was directly affected by the suspension of
classes in Term 3 (2021) due to the COVID-19 lockdown will automatically be offered one
term’s extension to their memberships. In order to renew, members are expected to
participate regularly in the Club’s training classes throughout the year as the Club does
not offer ‘grounds use only’ memberships. We do offer a wide variety of training activities
that will enrich your relationship with your dog , provide it with mental and physical
stimulation and enable it to become the best companion it can be. And there is
something for every dog and handler—young and old (see page 42).

Contact Us

Fees (from 24 August 2021)
Joining Fee (household)

$90.00

Phone

02 6295 7764

Annual Subscription (household) for
one dog

$300.00

Post

PO Box 4048, Kingston ACT 2604

One additional dog
Two additional dogs
Three additional dogs

$50.00
$100.00
$150.00

Web

www.actcdc.org.au

Office

240 Narrabundah Lane,
Symonston ACT 2609

Members may participate in any number of
activities under this flat-fee structure but are
required to complete an ‘Additional Dog and
Activity Form’, must meet the eligibility
requirements for the activity and must be
accepted into the activity before commencing
training. Wait-lists may apply. See ’What we offer
> Activities’ on the website for further
information about each activity.
Instructors’ Fee

$30.00

Casual Visitors Fee
•
Conditions apply
•
Contact the Club Office

$5.00 $52.00

• Tuesday-Friday 12 noon-2:00pm
• Thursday
6:00pm-9:15pm
• Sunday
9:00am-12:15pm

Office Manager: Marika Mueller
CLOSED MONDAY
Compliments, suggestions or ideas?
Contact the Club:
Email contact@actcdc.org.au

Facilities Hire is available to third parties for dogrelated training and trialling activities.
•
Conditions apply
•
Contact the Club Office
Grounds use only membership is NOT offered
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What’s Coming Up At Our Club ?
How do I know what time my class is on?

When is the Club’s Annual General Meeting ?

Class times for all Club activities can vary from
term to term depending on the season and
instructor availability. Check the class
timetables on the website at ‘What we offer >
Class timetables’ a few days before classes
resume so that you can arrive on time.

The Club’s Annual
General Meeting will
be held at 7.30pm
on Monday 22
August in the
Clubhouse. See
pages 9-10 for further
information.

How should I prepare for classes in winter ?
It can be VERY, VERY cold on the Club grounds
during the winter months, especially if you train
on Thursday nights (or other evenings for Agility
or Tricks). It is a good idea to wear a beanie,
scarf, several layers of clothes—including a
windproof jacket—and shoes with very thick
soles. You might even wish to invest in a battery
-operated heated jacket.
Please be aware that if you use hand warmers
(air activated single use heat packs) they can
pose a risk to dogs if ingested. So, if you own a
dog that investigates your coat pockets for leftover food it is best to avoid using hand
warmers.
Dogs feel the cold too—especially if they are
small, fine-haired, elderly or underweight—so
you may also like to put a coat on your dog. If
your dog is not used to wearing a coat,
introduce it over a number of practice sessions
at home—pair putting on the coat with
something the dog really loves to eat (eg roast
chicken, grilled sausage).

The Club has adopted guidance for Club
officials to determine whether Behaviour
Training classes should be cancelled due to
adverse weather or other environmental
conditions. It has some great advice for
members as well. You can read it on the Club’s
website (see https://actcdc.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2020/12/
cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0
_february_2020_.pdf). If you are participating in
Behaviour Training classes, please check the
Club’s public Facebook page for advice on
class cancellations.

The Club is managed
by a Committee of up to thirteen members,
with a number of supporting Sub-committees
(with more than 30 additional members). If you
would like to know more about Committee or
Sub-committee roles and responsibilities please
email the office on contact@actcdc.org.au to
be put in touch with a current member of the
Club’s management group. Details of
members are also available on page 4 and the
breadth of the issues dealt with by the
management group are reflected in the
Committee Notes on pages 33-36.
Want to keep in touch with the latest activities
at the Club ?
Information is available from:
•
Our website - www.actcdc.org.au
•
Notice boards (inside and outside the
Clubhouse)
•
Your Instructors
•
The Session Manager on the grounds on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays
during Behaviour Training classes
•
The Calendar on page 47
•
Our public Facebook page. You can see
it without being a registered FB user—see
the link on our website

The Club’s dog sports have their own policies
on class cancellations so please check with
your sports instructor about your sport’s class
arrangements due to weather and other
conditions.
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Does your dog compete in dog sports,
appear sore or stiff, have arthritis,
joint issues or suffer from anxiety?

Canine bodywork and massage
can help!
Like humans, our dogs can get sore.
Canine bodywork uses a range of techniques
to help your dog feel better.
Canine bodywork and massage reduces pain
and inflammation, increases mobility,
helps prevent injury, improves recovery from
competition activities and promotes relaxation.

Free Flow Animal Therapies
E: susan@freeflowanimal.com.au or visit
www.freeflowanimal.com.au
T: 0426 880 955
Social media: search #freeflowanimaltherapies

Thanks to our volunteer instructors
The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time
in Term Two (April-June 2022):
Behaviour Training: Susan Barnard, Stuart Barrow, Jill Bradfield, Kerry Deans, Christina Erwin, Shari
Gabriel, Dianne Gallasch, Jacqui Gawne, Barbara Gough, Sharon Haines, Kath Hallam, Peter
Hendriks, Jill Howlett, Hari Lodwick, Hilarie Kemp, Rachel McKeever, Heather McPherson, Belinda
Mitchell, Penny Pardoe-Matthews, Lesley Pothan, Louise Raisin, Leslie Roberts, Anne Robertson,
Emily Smith, Linda Spinaze, Fiona Straffon, Jackie Trotter, Cathy Vaughan, Jane Vickers, Julie
Whitmore
Reserves: Marcelo Munoz, Kathleen Plowman, Jane Richardson, Juliet Ward, Claire Weekes
Agility (Session 2): Di Adams, Wendy Hathaway, Sean Hodgman, Denise Iglesias, Rachel
McKeever, Simone Pensko, Wendy Stewart, Steph Windsor
(Session 3): Amanda Delaney, Pamela Hunt, Denise Iglesias, Hilarie Kemp, Jess McNamara-Rice,
Leslie Roberts, Linda Spinaze, Kylie White, Steph Windsor
Obedience Trialling and Rally: Vikki Evans, Laraine Frawley, Charlie
Giles, Sue Howie, Alison McCann, Cath Perry, Geoff Woodman, Trish
Woodman

Flyball: Vanessa March, Cathy Vaughan
Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog: Jill Bradfield, Lesley Pothan,
Juliet Ward

THANK YOU

— CDC’s volunteer instructors —
Serving the Club’s community for 64 years!
The Good Companion | June 2022| Vol 34 | No 2
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ACT Companion Dog Club Inc

Annual General Meeting

You’re Invited !

7:30pm Monday 22 August 2022
VENUE: Clubhouse, 240 Narrabundah Lane, Symonston
In accordance with the Club’s Constitution, the purpose of the meeting is to:
• confirm the minutes of the 2021 Annual General Meeting;
• report to members on the Club’s activities during 2021-22;
• present the audited balance sheet and statement of receipts and payments for 2021-22;
• elect the incoming Committee for 2022-23 (nominations close on 15 August)
• appoint an honorary auditor for 2022-23;
• decide on any resolutions submitted to the meeting (written notices of motion must be
submitted to the Secretary by 1 August);
• determine fees and charges for 2022-23 (as required); and
• consider any duly made recommendations for Honorary Life Membership (written
nominations must be submitted to the Committee by 25 July and supported by at least
five financial members).
A copy of the Club’s Constitution and Rules for the Conduct of the Elections for Committee (2020) are available
on the website, see https://actcdc.org.au/resources/.

Extracts from the Rules are provided below:
•
Any candidate wishing to provide a written statement for the information of members may submit a
maximum of 500 words to the Secretary in conjunction with the completed nomination form (see page 10).
This statement should include the candidate’s brief personal history with the Club and any other
information the candidate considers relevant to the position(s) for which they are nominating.
•
A member may nominate for more than one position. The nomination for each position shall be on a
separate prescribed form (see page 10), duly signed by the proposer, seconder and candidate and
include a separate accompanying statement relevant to each position (if the candidate wishes to submit a
statement).
•
As soon as possible after the close of nominations the Secretary will prepare a list of eligible candidates
for each position (noting their proposer and seconder and the availability of any accompanying statement)
and this list shall be prominently displayed in the Clubhouse. Other communication channels may also be
used by the Secretary to circulate this information to members.
•
Members may contact the office during the Club’s normal business hours, after the closing date for
nominations, to have the list of candidates provided to them.
•
[At the Annual General Meeting] the Returning Officer will:

Introduce each candidate to the meeting in the order in which their names appear on the ballot
paper or papers (or if no ballot is required, in the following order: President, Senior Vice-President,
Junior Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and other committee members in alphabetical order by
surname);

Allow financial members to ask questions of any candidates who are contesting positions;

Allow each candidate contesting a position to provide a brief closing statement if they wish;
This session will be managed by the Returning Officer to ensure no financial member or candidate unduly
dominates the session and that the session runs smoothly.
•
If there are only sufficient candidates for each vacant position … the Returning Officer will declare the
candidates duly elected and no ballot will be taken.
•
A person who has been nominated for more than one position will fill the first position to which they are
elected and shall not be eligible to be elected to subsequent positions.
PLEASE NOTE:
Arrangements for the 2021-22 Annual General Meeting will adhere to any COVID-19 public health directions
required by the ACT Government at the time.
The Good Companion | June 2022| Vol 34 | No 2
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ACT Companion Dog Club Inc

Nomination for the 2022-23 Committee
We nominate the following member as a candidate for election to the position of ………………………………………….
Full name of candidate: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Proposed by:………………………………………………………………. Signature:………………………………………….
Seconded by: ……………………………………………………………… Signature: ………………………………………...
Agreement of candidate:
I agree to be nominated as a candidate and if elected will undertake the duties of the position.
Signature of candidate: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Candidate’s statement in support of nomination attached (Please tick):

□ Yes □ No

This form (and statement, if provided) must be received by the Secretary via electronic mail to contact@actcdc.org.au
or at the Club’s postal address (PO Box 4048, Kingston, ACT 2604) by 5.00pm on Monday 15 August 2022.

See website for Rules for the Conduct of Elections for Committee (2020).
OFFICE USE ONLY:
Received (date) …... /……. /…….
Candidate:

□ Yes □ No

Financial status of all parties confirmed:
Proposer:

□ Yes □ No

Seconder:

□ Yes □ No

To celebrate its 90th year and the
ABC’s role in connecting communities
across Australia, ABC Radio has
partnered with Volunteering Australia
to encourage Australians to pledge
90 minutes of their time to formal or
informal volunteer activities in 2022.
Did you know all the Club’s instructors
are volunteers and we donate more
than 3500 minutes a week to
providing training classes for
members? That’s more than 2000
hours a year!
We’re supporting the #ABC90for90
campaign and we hope you, too, will
officially pledge 90 minutes of your
time to help your community during
the ABC’s 90th year.
Go to https://www.abc.net.au/radio/
abcgives/ for more information.
The Good Companion | June 2022| Vol 34 | No 2
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Oh Behave !
By Jess McNamara-Rice ©

Shaping
Jess McNamara-Rice is a Delta Society qualified dog trainer, CDC Agility instructor, and owner
and operator of A.B.C.D.O.G Dog Training. She previously worked for several years as an RSPCA
behavioural trainer. She is a qualified Greenhounds Assessor and holds a Diploma in Advanced
Animal Behaviour. In this occasional series, Jess provides advice on common training and
behavioural issues using positive reinforcement.
Most of the time, we teach dogs via luring. It is
a very efficient way to train, especially for basic
skills. Free shaping is often overlooked, but it is a
fantastic way to both encourage the dog to
think and also improve the person’s
observation skills and timing.
Free shaping refers to teaching via breaking a
behaviour down into successive
approximations and rewarding each step the
dog takes in the learning process. The aim is
that the dog takes the next step themselves
rather than relying on the human to give all the
answers. After the dog has mastered one step,
and is offering it straight away, the human’s job
is to wait until they offer the correct next step.
For example, the steps for shaping a chin rest
on a chair may be:
•
The dog looks at the chair
•
The dog moves towards the chair
•
The dog nudges the chair
•
The dog leans into the chair, her chin
touching the chair
•
The dog rests her chin on the chair
•
The dog remains still for 2 seconds
Shaping requires a huge amount of skill from
the owner but also a level of confidence from
the dog. If the dog has not been encouraged
to try new things in the past, or worse has been
punished for doing so, they may struggle with
this concept. They may become confused,
frustrated or check out of the training process.
However, for these dogs, shaping can be
particularly useful. It may help them learn how
to try new things which in turn can have a big
impact on their life. A dog who is able to
problem solve will hopefully do so rather than
panic or shut down when faced with a
problem. The problem may be something
physical such as steps (which, for example, a
lot of Greyhounds struggle with when first
adjusting to pet life) or something like an object
out of place, like on bin collection day.
Shaping can also be a way of building
confidence in training with people. If you have
The Good Companion | June 2022| Vol 34 | No 2

Above: Hungarian Vizsla ‘Risk’ demonstrates a fun
trick learnt through shaping: ‘Balance bunny ears on
your muzzle’ ...

a rescue dog who has learnt people are scary,
even positive reinforcement may place too
much pressure on them. However, with
shaping, a skilled owner always works at the
dog’s pace and the successive approximation
can be so small that the rate of reinforcement
can be very high. This will encourage the dog
to want to continue.
Another reason we use shaping in the training
process is there are plenty of behaviours that
can not be taught by luring and may be
extremely difficult to teach via capturing. For a
long time, pretty harsh techniques were used to
teach a dog to hold an item. This can be done
much more humanely via shaping.
Be warned though, shaping does take skill and
if you have poor timing, or increase the criteria
Page |11

Oh behave! … continued
by too much or before the dog is ready, the dog may
become frustrated. Shaping should not rely on frustration:
the aim should not be to just frustrate the dog into trying
something else. For dogs who do become frustrated
easily it can be a great way to teach them to think rather
than become frustrated. If working with a dog who does
become frustrated easily, remain at the same step for
longer than you may normally. You need to be very clued
-in to what your criteria is for each step. We often go into
training sessions with an end goal in mind but potentially
not know what each step will look like to achieve that
goal.
Things you may see while shaping:
•
Drink breaks/procrastinating – Sometimes, the dog
will appear to lose interest and wander off. This may
be an indicator that they are mentally drained, but
often dogs will take a moment, maybe have a sniff
or a drink then come back and try again. It’s hard
to say what’s going on here, but I suspect they are
taking a moment to think about the activity. It’s so
Above: Brittany ‘Merlot’ has been
important that the person gives them that moment.
shaped
to place her head in a plastic
•
Checking out – I often notice with Greyhounds
cone
with
peep holes. Can you see her
in particular, if they are too mentally drained, they’ll
eyes?
go and lie on their bed halfway through the session.
This is an indicator that we’ve been training for too
long.
•
Offering known behaviours – Often the dog will offer a behaviour that they have previously
been reinforced for. If it’s just one or two behaviours, just wait, if they start offering a string of
behaviours, draw them back to whatever you are working on. If it is the chin rest, potentially
draw attention to the chair. You do not want them to offer too many behaviours for too
long as this may be an indication that they are getting confused.
When starting the shaping process, initially begin with a behaviour that you think the dog is highly
likely to offer. My two gundogs are very mouth-orientated so teaching them to hold something in
their mouth is much more natural than teaching them to hit something with their paw. For dogs
who are naturally very ‘pawy’ teaching them to ring a bell maybe an easy behaviour to start with.
After the dog has learnt how to shape one behaviour, they will hopefully find the ‘trying new
things’ component much easier as they go.
Have fun! I love shaping, it looks good, the dog is thinking and you can teach some really cool
stuff!
Photos: Jess McNamara-Rice

RESERVED PARKING
Access to the car park is RESTRICTED at the following times:
Wednesdays 9.30am—1.00pm
Thursdays 6.00pm—9.30pm
Sundays 9.00am—12.30pm
during class terms
ONLY Instructors, Committee and Sub-Committee members,
Life Members and members (and visitors) with disability parking permits
may use the car park during these times.
The Good Companion | June 2022| Vol 34 | No 2
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Tracking Update
By Jake Blight—Convenor
The 2022 Tracking season got
underway in May with an Introduction to
Tracking presentation, followed by a practical
training day at the National Rock Garden near
the Arboretum. Unlike other Club activities, the
Club does not hold formal classes for Tracking.
Instead, members interested in Tracking meet
up regularly through winter, usually once or
twice a week, to help each other lay tracks
and improve their handling skills. The locations
vary from open grassland to open woodland
with undulating terrain. Further information
about this most natural of dog sports is
available at https://actcdc.org.au/activities/
tracking/.
The following articles have been contributed by
Club members who are starting out on their
Tracking adventures this season.
Our introduction to Tracking by Ashley Kemp
and Jacqui Watt (with help from Groover)
Tracking is a sport where dogs use their natural
scenting ability to follow the scent trail left on
the ground by a person walking along. Dogs
generally love tracking and it is suitable for all
breeds and ages.

tracks with our five-month-old Airedale Terrier,
‘Groover’. He had been excited and
motivated by these initial tracking sessions, and
we were keen to learn more.
The session was well attended for an overcast
Canberra autumn morning. The instructors
gave us some of the theory behind tracking
before we set off and put this into practice with
‘find the person’ and ‘find the reward’ tracks. It
soon became evident that it was the handlers
that had the most to learn!
Groover has encouraged us to build on these
earlier straight tracks and we now have
extended the length and even added a
corner. Tracking is proving to be a great team
sport that we can do with Groover. Most
importantly, Groover loves it and the bonus for
us ‘pawrents’ is it tires him out!
Thanks to Jake, Jo, Sandra, Julie, Maxine and
Fiona for volunteering their time and putting
the event on!

The practical Introduction to Tracking Day run
by the Club’s Tracking Sub-Committee on
Saturday 14 May at the National Rock Garden
was a great opportunity to experience and
learn different tracking methods. We took
advantage of the opportunity and attended
the event having tried some ‘find the person’

Main: Jacqui trying to keep up with Groover doing his first corner
Inset: Groover practising other puppy skills at home
The Good Companion | June 2022| Vol 34 | No 2
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Tracking update … continued
Tracking adventures with Scott, Chrissy, Maggie and Basil
Tracking has been an incredible influence on both of our dogs so far. Maggie, our little timid and
nervous Sheltie, is now eagerly dragging me off into the wilderness in search of her Mum and her
reward (‘Find the person’ training method). Basil, who is very human-focused, now has his nose in
the grass constantly going from treat to treat just hoping the next one will be the jackpot, no
longer constantly checking-in with his handler (‘Food on the ground’ method).
This is only after two sessions with Jake and the other great instructors at the Club’s Introduction to
Tracking theory and practical sessions, and two additional practice days on our own. Both of our
dogs are very much beginners, but with the practical and clear tips, diagrams, feedback and
instructions from Jake we are helping them to improve greatly on every track! It's amazing to see
just how well our dogs already know how to sniff. Noticing the movements, the scent travel and
their body language is very eye opening. It has also been great to practice with our friend
Jennifer and her Border Collie. An all-round great time together so far for dogs and humans!
I highly recommend giving Tracking a go. It's been great for our dogs' confidence and
enrichment. We are essentially applying some structure, cues and direction to something they are
naturally so good at and able to succeed in, and they know it!
Photos and words contributed by Scott Powers

Chrissie with Schnauzer ‘Basil’

Scott with Shetland Sheepdog ‘Maggie’
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Training Tips
Talking with dogs

By Angharad Lodwick ©
Angharad (‘Hari’) is a Behaviour Training instructor at the Club and an active member of the
Club’s Flyball community with her two Koolies ‘Pepper’ and ‘Tabasco’. In this article she describes
experimenting with new ways to communicate with her dogs.
the imagination.
However, I decided to keep an open mind and
read Hunger’s book. Although she is a speech
pathologist rather than a dog trainer, I was
surprised at how clearly the book was written
for those of us with dogs. She explains how she
noticed that her puppy displayed similar
prelinguistic skills to the children she reviewed
at work to determine capacity for language
development, and why she chose recordable
buttons as an appropriate Augmentative and
Alternative Communication (AAC) device for
dogs. With step-by-step instructions, the book
explains how to start introducing your dog to
talking.

Anyone who has seen my rescue Koolie
‘Pepper’ around the Club grounds has
probably noticed that she has a lot to say. I like
to reassure my Foundation (Level One) students
who worry about their dogs barking a bit in
class that when I first started with Pepper she
barked the entire hour. Having lived with
Pepper for over six years now, I have learned to
distinguish between certain types of barks:
aroused barking, frustrated barking, bored
barking, reactive barking and sometimes just
idle barking.
Even though I have a ‘chatty’ dog, when my
father sent me a book called How Stella
Learned to Talk by speech pathologist Christina
Hunger whose puppy learned to use buttons to
communicate, I was sceptical. I had seen
videos of dogs pressing buttons with prerecorded messages on Instagram but the
complexity of some of the messages they
appeared to be conveying seemed to stretch
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Reading the book left me with a lot of curiosity,
so I decided to order a set of four recordable
buttons myself and see if they worked. I realised
that both of my dogs showed a lot of
prelinguistic skills. Pepper would dig the water
bowl to let us know when it was empty, my
other Koolie ‘Tabasco’ makes a unique honking
sound when he needs to go to the toilet, and
both dogs vocalise to get attention and use
eye contact. I chose four words to reflect the
things my dogs seem to ask for the most: Walk,
Dinner, Water and Outside and placed them in
the relevant locations.
Getting started was a bit slow going. I tried to
model how to use the buttons by pressing them
myself every time one of the dogs seemed to
be asking for something or whenever it was
time to do that thing. If the dogs showed any
interest in the buttons, I would praise them and
give them a lot of verbal encouragement
without any other type of reward. Nevertheless,
I was shocked when Pepper, who is at least
seven years old, started pressing them in less
than a week. Her pawing at the water bowl
swiftly transformed into pressing the Water
button with her paw.
Within three weeks, Pepper was confidently
using all four buttons. Tabasco, who is a much
less experimental dog, took a backseat role
and watched. The next step was to move the
buttons all into one location. That took a little
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Training tips … continued
bit of adjusting, and shortly
afterwards we moved house which
also had an impact. However, the
buttons are back with a vengeance
and in writing this article I have been
interrupted multiple times with
requests for Dinner and to go
Outside. Pepper will happily press
buttons for anyone and did so when
my parents recently came to visit. I
have noticed that she displays
much less frustrated barking and is
now more likely to go use her
buttons to express herself instead. Of
course, some buttons get a bit more
of a workout (W-A-L-K and
D-I-N-N-E-R being especially
popular) but even though I honour
her requests, I do not have to say
yes every time. Having settled into
our new home, Tabasco has
recently started pressing the buttons
more and more often.
It has been a very fun experiment
and I am planning on buying some
more buttons to increase my dogs’
vocabulary and see how many
more things they might have to say
to me.
Top left: Pepper pressing her 'Walk'
button for the 1,000th time of the day!
Bottom left: Tabasco pressing his
favourite button: 'Dinner'

Scent Work
By Maxine Robinson — Liaison
Want to learn a little more about Scent Work ? It’s all on
our website at https://actcdc.org.au/activities/scentwork/.
Scent Work classes are available through Canberra
Nosework Training at www.canberranosework.com/.
Classes are held in the Clubhouse and only one dog
practices at a time—so it is an ideal activity for dogs
that struggle with their social skills in proximity to other
dogs. You can register interest in classes on the
Canberra Nosework Training website.
Left: Undertaking an ‘interior search’
(Photo: Joanne Hagan Photography)
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Dogs-As-Therapy Team
By Lesley Pothan
After a couple of
years of COVID
suspensions and
lock downs, the
Club’s Dogs-asTherapy program
is re-establishing
itself. All the aged
care residences
we were visiting pre-COVID have invited our
teams back for their monthly visits. Throughout
April and May we have been coordinating
teams to attend the six residences we
regularly visit and we have managed several
visits in that time. Teams received warm and
delightful welcomes from both the residents
and staff. Our fingers are crossed that we will
get to visit all six residences in June.
Sadly, over the last couple of years we have
had a number of our teams retire from the
program. As the program has mostly been in
suspension we were unable to recruit new
members during this time — although we
continued to receive queries from interested
members.
The Dogs-as-Therapy program now needs
more teams. Can you help?

Above: New DAT team members Marcelo and ‘Paxi’
at Baptist Care Carey Gardens Aged Care Home

If your dog :
•
has completed Graduation (Level Three)
in the Club’s Behaviour Training program (or equivalent)
•
is at least two years old with a good temperament
•
enjoys meeting people
•
likes to be touched, and
•
is comfortable around other dogs
And :
•
you can find a couple of spare hours during the week, once or twice a month ...
We would love to hear from you.

Come and join the team and bring a little joy in the shape of a wet nose and a waggy tail to
some of Canberra’s elderly residents.
If you are interested in participating in the program please email me via the office –
contact@actcdc.org.au.

“ Choice gives a dog confidence ”
Lily Clark
https://suppawt.com/
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Obedience Trialling and Rally
By Laraine Frawley — Convenor

Classes are
held on
Wednesday
mornings and
Thursday
evenings for
both
Obedience
Trialling and
Rally.
These classes prepare handlers and their dogs
to compete in Australian National Kennel
Council-sanctioned trials. Once your dog has
the required number of qualifications (usually
three at the lower levels) you can apply for
your title which means the dog gets letters after
its name—just like a university degree! At the
lowest competition levels this is CCD
(Community Companion Dog) in Obedience
Trialling and RN (Rally Novice) in Rally.
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For handlers in Behaviour Training classes who
are interested in teaching their dogs the skills
necessary to perhaps compete, there is an
introductory Skills class on both Wednesday
mornings and Thursday evenings which are for
any team who has completed Consolidation
(Level 2) or above. Class times can be found
on page 46.
A key difference between Rally and
Obedience Trialling is that in Rally signs tell you
what to do and you can talk to your dog
whereas in Obedience the judge tells you what
to do and, other than giving your dog hand
and voice cues, you remain silent.
Look at the information on our website at
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/obediencetriallling and https://actcdc.org.au/activities/
rally for more information. Contact the Club
Office at contact@actcdc.org.au if you are
interested in joining the classes.

Page | 18

Dances With Dogs
& Trick Dog
By Juliet Ward — Convenor
The Trick Dog and Dances With Dogs Subcommittee hold classes for people who have
completed Level 2 (Consolidation) in the
Behaviour Training program and may be
looking to try something a bit different with their
dogs. Teaching our dogs tricks is fun and
challenges both dog and handler to think
outside the box which is great for mental
stimulation. It also allows dogs to exercise and
stretch their limbs even in a small space.
Practicing tricks is also good for building
confidence in a young dog and is marvellous
for keeping older dogs mentally and physically
active. For many, Dances With Dogs (DWD) is a
natural progression from Trick Dog training - just
string a few tricks together and add music!
We meet on Monday evenings (outdoors at the
Club) and Tuesday evenings (indoors at the
Pavilion at the Queanbeyan Showground)
during ACT school terms. We have four training
terms a year that coincide with the Club’s
Behaviour Training calendar. Expressions of
interest for Trick Dog classes can be sent to
contact@actcdc.org.au.
In the initial Starters class you will be guided
through several tricks to learn and develop. The
classes are fun with plenty of support and
guidance being offered along the way. With a
large variety of tricks there is something to suit
many different skills and abilities (for both the
dog and the handler).
In the higher classes you will work on refining
the skills you have learnt. This may involve
practicing your solo competition work, or
practice for performing with a team at various
events. Of course we encourage you to be
involved with Trick Dogs just for fun also.
You are welcome to enquire about joining the
DWD practice sessions anytime after you have
successfully completed the Starters level.
The Club hosted its first ever Trick Dog Test and
DWD Competition in April.

not on our side, being bleak and then
deteriorating to light but consistent rain. The
judges and competitors were all fantastic in
keeping the positive spirit alive while the
organising team faced some challenges for our
first competition.
Dances With Dogs (3 April) - The judges were
Loretta Rabbit (NSW), Sue Cordwell (Victoria)
and Angela Hagedorn (ACT). The competition
attracted 13 entries for both the morning and
afternoon sessions. During preparations for our
inaugural event, we struggled with finding a
venue, finally settling on the new Pups4Fun
Northside outdoor area—as a suitable
available indoor venue could not be found.
We discovered this was not the best
arrangement with the ground being ‘extra
sniffy’ as other dogs had recently used the
area; people were smoking nearby; there was
distracting noise from dogs at a neighbouring
business and the Roulettes performed
overhead for Canberra Airport’s Open Day. In
the afternoon we were able to move the event
indoors which was a much better environment
for our dancing dogs!
Despite these challenges both our inaugural
Trick Dog Test and Dances With Dogs
Competition were deemed a success and we
feel ready for the next scheduled events in
September. We would like to thank everyone
who participated in the running of the
weekend, as it would be impossible to host
without the many hands that helped out.
Our thanks go to class members and instructors
who continue to contribute to the smooth
running of DWD/Tricks and especially:
•
Lesley Pothan, Jill Bradfield and Juliet
Ward for instructing in Term 2.
•
Raelene Stewart for organising our events
and helping with administration.
•
The Sub-committee members for
continuing to promote DWD/Tricks and
providing support, advice and
encouragement.

Trick Dog Test (2 April) - The judges were Loretta
Rabbit (NSW), Janette Wilson (Victoria), Sue
Cordwell (Victoria) and Niccola Hardaker
(ACT). The Test attracted more than 80
entrants. Weather conditions on the day were
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Dances with dogs and Trick dog … continued
Results from the inaugural CDC Trick Dog Test — 2 April 2022
Results achieved by Club members only
Trick Dog Starter Judge - Loretta Rabbitt (NSW)
4th Q Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 58.00
5th Q Munoz, M Paxi 56.50
12th Q White, K Timmally Million Dollar Baby 50.00
Trick Dog Starter Judge - Janette Wilson (Vic)
3rd Q Davies, N Pendlview Adventuring Again 59.80
4th Q March, V Calmandcool Pandemonium 59.80
5th Q Campain, J Waiwilta Heart of Skye 59.70
6th Q Windsor, S Hastings 59.60
7th Q Weekes, C Klausnkesh Catch Me If You Can 59.60
8th Q McKeever, R Melvada Eclipse of the Black Sun 59.20
9th Q McKeever, R Dykinta Twist of Light 57.80
13th Q White, K Luna 56.50
14th Q Rieger, H Ch Grantulla Isfandiyar 56.40
15th Q Mills, S Micmaq Headhunter 55.40
16th Q Atyeo, C Antalyas Cino 55.00
Trick Dog Novice Judge - Niccola Hardaker (ACT)
2nd Q Hobson, K Lifesong Out Of The Abyss 78.20
4th Q White, A Kerodan Badjas Drift 77.50
6th Q Sands, N Pepsi 77.00
7th Q March, V Pippa 76.20
8th Q Hobson, K Lifesong All About Jazz 75.80
9th Q Frawley, L Twigworth Jasper 75.70
10th Q Frawley, L Morningmyst Lord of the Isle 75.20
16th Q Sands, N Albionshore Nebula 73.20
17th Q Keough, T Hartly Brandy Alexander 73.10
= 17th Q March, V Bidgeesrun Calls Me Foxy Lady 73.10
20th Q Simonsen, D N Ch Perfu Apollo 72.50
21st Q Simonsen, D Ch Perfu Starry Knight 71.70

Results from the inaugural CDC Dances With Dogs Competition — 3 April 2022
Results achieved by Club members only
Judges - Loretta Rabbit (NSW), Sue Cordwell (Victoria) & Angela Hagedorn (ACT)
Freestyle Novice (AM)
2nd Q Sands, N Albionshore Nebula 147.50
3rd Q Bradfield, J Possum 136.50
Freestyle Novice (PM)
2nd Q Sands, N Albionshore Nebula 141.50
3rd Q Bradfield, J Possum 140.50
Heelwork To Music Novice (PM)
1st Q Sands, N Albionshore Nebula 138.00

“

The most important rule is … have fun ”
Sally Marchant
https://naturallyhappydogs.com/
https://www.dalysdogs.co.uk/
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Scenes from the Trick Dog Test
Clockwise from left:
Club members Holly
Rieger & Saluki
‘Ruka’ (Follow target
stick); Chris Atyeo &
Belgian Malinois
‘Cino’ (“Are you
ready?”); Terri Keough
& Shetland Sheepdog
‘Murphy’ (Moving leg
weaves); Marina Kim
& Border Collie
‘Maxwell’ (Go round
the cone); Kylie White
& Border Collie
‘Hope’ (Find straddle);
and Vanessa March &
Border Collie
’Charlie’ (Sit pretty).

Photos by
Kristina Sands Photography ©
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Scenes from the DWD Competition

Photos by
Kristina Sands Photography ©

Club members Natasha Sands with her Cocker
Spaniel ‘Nebula’ (top and bottom left) and Jill
Bradfield with her Australian Kelpie ‘Possum’ (top and
bottom right) performing at the Club’s inaugural
Dances With Dogs Competition on 3 April 2022. Both
teams came away with qualifying scores for their
performances.
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Flyball Feats
By Vanessa March — Convenor
The 2022 calendar is still ticking along, though
not without a few bumps. This time its mother
nature who is playing with us. Whilst our local
racemeets have been untouched, our teams
across the border have had a couple of
racemeets cancelled.
2021 Flyball Nationals – March 2022

Yes, you have read that correctly, 2021 Flyball
Nationals. Due to the recent restrictions and
COVID cancellations the actual 2021 Flyball
Nationals were postponed. They were due to
be held 2-4th October 2021, but were moved
to 12-14th March 2022. They were held at the
Belconnen Dog Obedience Club in Mitchell.
Flyball Nationals are kind of a big thing in
Flyball circles. It’s where clubs and teams from
all over Australia come together to compete.
For the Saturday and Sunday, Regular Division
Racing was held, where an amazing 34 teams
from ACT, NSW, VIC and QLD all came
together for an action-packed two days of
racing.

furious and tough racing done in the lanes.
Dan, Garth, Erin and Austin did amazing work
over the two days and ran almost faultless over
the two days giving it their best each and
every time. Pippa and Charlie were sent in as
reserves for one race on the first day. After day
one you would have thought the top four dogs
were feeling the pinch, but a testament to their
handlers and their fitness they performed
brilliantly on day two and even pulled a few
faster times than the previous day.
At the end of the second day the team came
away victorious being crowned the 2021 Flyball
National Division 2 winners. They even cracked
what is said to be an CDC Flyball team time
record of 17.272 ! They send shout out of thanks
to all the teams they raced not only for the fast
-paced hectic racing but the fun team to
team banter in the ring - All Paws Airborne
Flyball (QLD), Berwick Flyball (VIC), Vic Weiners
Flyball Racing Club (VIC), Norwest Flyball Club
Inc (NSW) and Unleashed Flyball Club Inc
(NSW). Along with this win the team was also
presented with the Maggie Trophy – this is a
perpetual trophy presented to the First Place
winners of Division 2 and is in memory of
Maggie (who was owned by Josh Ellen) who in
her days was one of the country’s fastest dogs.
The team was also supported by Vitaly, Marina,
Emma, Bob and Kate.

Above: L to R – Vanessa & Erin, Cathy & Austin,
Justin & Garth, and Rosie & Dan.
(Photo: Moist Nose Photography)

CDC entered their X-Factor team. Featuring
Dan, Austin, Erin, Pippa, Charlie and Garth
(who had recently transferred to us, he was
also a former long-time team buddy of Dan’s).
To say this is the premiership of flyball racing
was putting it lightly. CDC X-Factor were given
a real run for their balls, they were drawn in
Division 2 and were up against five other teams
(two of them from NSW, two from Victoria and
one from Queensland). There was a lot of fast,
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Above: L to R – Vitaly, Marina, Vanessa, Cathy, Josh,
Justin and Rosie.
(Photo: Moist Nose Photography)

Day Three was Open, Beginner Singles, Singles
and Pairs Racing. In the Beginners Singles ring
we saw Maxwell and Tabasco trying their paws
at beginners racing, a great way to test out the
green dogs whilst having some competitive fun
racing (with the safety of a barrier down the
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Flyball feats … continued
middle to prevent any wayward dogs crossing
into the other lane). Maxwell did a brilliant job
running well each time for his handler Marina
Kim. They came first in their division and even
snagged a 0.000 start on one of their runs (a
0.000 start is where the dog passes the start line
pole at the exact moment the light goes green,
a real feat if you start your dog back from the
line).

Austin, Erin and Logan. Lochie, Pippa and
Charlie taking the main roles with Austin and
Erin rotating as 4th dog and Logan as a 6th
dog reserve. They were up against four other
teams and did a brilliant job given the
weekend that some of the dogs and handlers
already had, bringing home Third Place with a
best time of 19.197.
MAYhem 2022 – May 2022
Fast forward to May. This was the next
racemeet that the team was able to attend
mainly due to cancellations due to weather.
We always look forward to MAYhem, our very
own home ground racemeet. And for the first
time since before 2017 X-Factor entered two
team in this comp. It was super exciting. An
amazing 14 teams attended for this racemeet.

Above: Regular Division Team (L to R Vanessa & Erin,
Marina & Austin, Cathy, Emma, Garth & Justin, Kylie
& Charlie)
(Photo: Janine Fabre Photography)
Above: Maxwell running beginner singles
(Photo: Moist Nose Photography)

Tabasco found the whole thing a little
overwhelming, and this is ok as not all green
dogs fall into the race lanes running, sometimes
just sitting at the start line and being rewarded
for focus and calm at the sounds of the start
lights, judge calling the lanes, boxes being
triggered and other competitors cheering on
their dog. It’s a huge step in the forward
direction.

Regular Division saw CDC X-Factor line up Dan,
Garth, Erin, Austin and Charlie against three
other teams in Division 1 – bringing home a
neat Second Place. In Open Division Pippa,
Lochie, Dexter, Reggie, Luka and Tazzi lined up
to take on three other teams in the Division,

Another of our trainees, Kismet, did training in
the ring between the Beginners Singles racing.
Dan competed in Singles Racings and Pairs
Racing with Magic from NSW. He still raced with
consistency considering he had just raced two
days with the regular Division dogs. Our open
team consisted of Lochie, Pippa, Charlie,
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Flyball feats … continued
Photo previous page: Open Team at MAYhem (L to
R Hari & Lochie, Vanessa & Pippa, Marina &
Reggie, Alice & Dexter)
(Photo: Janine Fabre Photography)

And again, the fantastic people at the PCYC
Cruisin Café came along and provided their
fantastic services with a great menu for our
competitors.

they bought home a fantastic First Place with a
best time of 21.140.
The support that the team received for this
racemeet from companies was brilliant. Our
very own Janine Fabre Photography not only
supports the team but also was our racemeet
photographer for the day. She took some
amazing photos of the action and dogs.
The following companies assisted with prizes for
competitors and raffle prizes: Animal Naturals,
Accell Animal Therapy, Prime100, Antinol
Rapid, Clear Dog Treats, 4WD Supa Centre
Fyshwick, Just Pawfect, Fair Dinkum Dogs, Huds
and Toke, BioBag, Petway Petcare, Ziwi Peak
and The Wolfs Den.

Above: Canberra PCYC Cruising Café Van
(Photo: Vanessa March)

The team is grateful to all the above mentioned
for their support and assistance with the
MAYhem racemeet.
CDC X-Factor are also thankful to their team
sponsors: Janine Fabre Photography and
Animal Naturals for their support.

Raffle Table
(Photo: Vanessa March)

NEW

The Club Shop now stocks Australian-brand Big & Little
Dogs All-rounder dog harnesses. The harness features
a buckle at the neck, so that it doesn't need to go
over the dog’s head as well as two side buckles. It
also has two points of attachment for the lead—a ring
on the back and a ring on the chest to provide a little
extra control while teaching your dog to walk nicely
on lead. The non-restrictive design is an ideal choice
for puppies and adolescent dogs.
The Club Shop also sells Freedom No-Pull harnesses
which are ideal for older dogs. The Freedom No-pull
harness also has two points of attachment.
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Scenes from the June Agility trial

Clockwise from above: Tunnel with autumn leaves; competitors queue up for their turn in the ring; the Club’s
new magnetised tyre; tents and gazebos pop up on the grounds to provide sun (and wind) shelter for
competitors; competitors in Strategic Pairs walk the course to plan which handler and dog will do each
obstacle —- noting that if errors are made the handlers and dogs often need to swap roles mid-course.
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Agility Action
By Linda Spinaze — Convenor
Hi all Agiliteers,
We’ve certainly had a lot of wet weather lately,
much of which has prevented us from training
during our April-May session. Some of us have
been lucky enough to have a catch-up class,
but even those have had to be cancelled. I
have to keep reminding myself that we do
Agility for fun, not for progression to the next
class!
However, we’ve had a more exciting time this
year, with the ability to be able to run trials
without too many COVID restrictions. Our big
two-day Easter Trial was a great success with
many lovely runs and many successful and
happy competitors. We are hoping that our
June Long-weekend trial will be a similar
success [in progress as the magazine went to
press].
We’ve been lucky to be able to upgrade some
of our equipment. You will have noticed that
we could not use any of the contact
equipment in late May, because it had been
taken off-site for re-surfacing. The replaced
‘crumble-surface’ will provide a much safer
surface for our dogs. You will notice that many
of the loose ‘crumbs’ are coming off, which is
to be expected for the next few weeks. Please
brush them off gently!
We have also sent our spread hurdles away to
be modified to make them easier to change
the height/width of the jumps. They will be
away for at least five weeks. We are able to

borrow the jumps from Belconnen Dog
Obedience Club for our June trial. Thanks
BDOC.
At the May meeting the Main Committee
approved our request for a new set of
electronic timing gates. As anyone who has
stewarded knows, our timing gates were very
sensitive and would frequently fail to work
reliably. We have bought one full set to
replace our oldest set. We are keeping our
fingers crossed that they will work well.
Thanks MC for the approval.
Additionally we’ve had a working party to sort
out the outside jumps and weavers next to the
shed. These are the ones available to all Agility
members for training when classes are not
being held. Please replace them in a tidy
fashion after use.
I’d like to remind everyone that under the
Club’s Rules we are obliged to behave at the
Club with respect for all others and their dogs.
This involves being polite to others, and taking
others’ feelings into consideration. No negative
comments please!
Finally I’d like to heartily thank all the instructors
who have volunteered for Session 2, and now
Session 3. It’s that time of year when standing
outside in the cold is not particularly inviting,
and it just shows what a lot of dedicated
instructors we have at our Club.
That’s all for now.

Left: At the Easter
Agility Trial one of the
courses started with
the Weave Poles—
an obstacle more
often encountered
at speed in the
middle of the course.
It’s time like these
handlers ask
“Aaaagh. Why
didn’t I practice for
this?!”
(Photos this and
previous page:
Anne Robertson)
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Agility action … continued
Results from the CDC Agility Jumping and Games Trial — 16-17 April 2022
Results achieved by Club members only
16/04/2022: Excellent Agility 500 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 63.00 seconds
1st Q Evans, V Lokabe Rhythm II 53.64
2nd Q Roberts, L Rue 54.68
16/04/2022: Novice Agility 400 Judge - Simone
Tolhurst SCT 66.00 seconds
2nd Q Hobson, K Lifesong Out Of The Abyss
39.54
16/04/2022: Novice Strategic Pairs 200 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 73.00 seconds
1st Q Stewart, W Uponatime Darcy 48.49
1st Q Pensko, S Albiglen Nicoles Choice 48.49
16/04/2022: Novice Strategic Pairs 300 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 73.00 seconds
4th Q Swan, N Pawsintime My Boy Benson 71.16
4th Q Pensko, S Mojitogold Love Me Do 71.16
16/04/2022: Novice Strategic Pairs 400 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 73.00 seconds
1st Q Sedgmen, L Charalandra Loose As
Diamonds 38.61
1st Q Hobson, K Lifesong Out Of The Abyss 38.61
2nd Q Shields, K Avondale Swift 53.17
2nd Q March, V Bidgeesrun Calls Me Foxy Lady
53.17
4th Q Sands, N Albionshore Nebula 61.43
4th Q Edwards, K Gadhar Maverick 61.43
16/04/2022: Novice Strategic Pairs 500 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 73.00 seconds
4th Q Mills, S Micmaq Headhunter 58.74
4th Q March, V Pippa 58.74
6th Q Roberts, L Rue 60.90
6th Q Fennamore, G Callicoma Cinnamon
Stick 60.90
16/04/2022: Excellent Strategic Pairs 400 Judge
- Simone Tolhurst SCT 64.00 seconds
1st Q Iglesias, D Flatout Sweet Revenge 47.71
1st Q Barnett, L Luna 47.71
16/04/2022: Excellent Strategic Pairs 500 Judge
- Simone Tolhurst SCT 64.00 seconds
3rd Q Barnett, L Procters Scout 61.71
3rd Q Langshaw, L Jagger 61.71
16/04/2022: Masters Strategic Pairs 500 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 67.00 seconds
3rd Q Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 52.28
3rd Q Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue
52.28
16/04/2022: Novice Jumping 500 Judge - Julie
Lyon SCT 41.00 seconds
2nd Q Adams, D Ernie 26.84
16/04/2022: Masters Jumping 600 Judge - Julie
Lyon SCT 47.00 seconds
1st Q Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue
45.88
16/04/2022: Masters Agility 400 Judge - Julie
Lyon SCT 67.00 seconds
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1st Q Fraser, F Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy 59.47
16/04/2022: Excellent Agility 500 Judge - Julie
Lyon SCT 70.00 seconds
1st Q Evans, V Lokabe Rhythm II 48.12
16/04/2022: Excellent Agility 300 Judge - Julie
Lyon SCT 73.00 seconds
2nd Q Stewart, W Uponatime Darcy 55.49
3rd Q Pensko, S Mojitogold Love Me Do 59.79
4th Q Swan, N Pawsintime My Boy Benson 62.33
16/04/2022: Novice Agility 600 Judge - Julie
Lyon SCT 68.00 seconds
2nd Q Kim, M Maxwell 40.80
17/04/2022: Novice Jumping 600 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 57.00 seconds
1st Q Brazier-Hollins, S Ozzstyle Royal Crown
28.20
17/04/2022: Novice Jumping 300 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 62.00 seconds
1st Q Gill, P Fencho Raphsody in Blue 39.18
17/04/2022: Excellent Jumping 500 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 66.00 seconds
2nd Q Evans, V Lokabe Rhythm II 50.08
17/04/2022: Excellent Jumping 300 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 70.00
2nd Q Davies, N Pendlview Adventuring Again
53.07
17/04/2022: Masters Jumping 500 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 59.00 seconds
6th Q Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 43.99
10th Q Sedgmen, L Charalandra Loose As
Diamonds 49.60
17/04/2022: Masters Jumping 600 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 59.00 seconds
2nd Q Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue
52.02
17/04/2022: Excellent Agility 200 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 71.00 seconds
1st Q Pensko, S Albiglen Nicoles Choice 53.43
17/04/2022: Excellent Agility 300 Judge Simone Tolhurst SCT 71.00 seconds
1st Q Stewart, W Uponatime Darcy 52.19
17/04/2022: Novice Agility 500 Judge - Simone
Tolhurst SCT 59.00 seconds
3rd Q Roberts, L Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean
50.70
17/04/2022: Novice Agility 300 Judge - Simone
Tolhurst SCT 63.00 seconds
1st Q Gill, P Fencho Raphsody in Blue 50.24
2nd Q Davies, N Pendlview Adventuring Again
51.84
17/04/2022: Masters Snooker 600 Judge - Julie
Lyon SCT 50.00 seconds
1st Q Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue
45.58 21 48.00
17/04/2022: Excellent Snooker 400 Judge - Julie
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Do you have a photo you’d like to
share with other members through
The Good Companion?

This looks like Agility but is it? Curiously, a recent episode of the series ‘Ms Fisher's Modern Murder Mysteries’—
tantalisingly titled “A Killer Unleashed" — revolved around a make-believe 1964 Championship Dog Show
conducted by the Melbourne Kennel Club. A competitor dies at the show and her prized Rough Collie is
framed for the murder! The championship show featured in the episode combined Conformation and Agility
— even more curious considering Agility did not exist anywhere (even in its earliest form) until 1978.
Ah, don’t believe everything you see on the small screen!
Members of Dogs Victoria took part in the filming of this episode in early 2021.

TGC ADVERTISING
Would you like to advertise in the Club’s magazine ? We distribute
about 350 printed copies of the magazine to members four times a
year and you can access all issues on our website - it’s a great way
to get your name out there. Advertising for the next issue is due by
1 September. Current advertising rates are:
Page Size

Width

Length

Single
(1 issue)

Yearly
(4 issues)

Full Page

170 mm

270 mm

$60.00

$225.00

1/2 Page

170 mm

130 mm

$35.00

$125.00

1/4 Page

80 mm

130 mm

$20.00

No Yearly rate

Email contact@actcdc.org.au if you would like to advertise.
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Agility action … continued
Lyon SCT 62.00 seconds
2nd Q Fraser, F Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy
44.94 19 46.00
17/04/2022: Excellent Snooker 500 Judge - Julie
Lyon SCT 62.00 seconds
2nd Q Evans, V Lokabe Rhythm II 46.71 19 46.00
17/04/2022: Novice Snooker 500 Judge - Julie
Lyon SCT 80.00 seconds
2nd Q March, V Pippa 46.36 18 45.00
3rd Q McKeever, R Dykinta Twist of Light 47.85
13 40.00
17/04/2022: Novice Snooker 600
Judge - Julie Lyon SCT 80.00
seconds
2nd Q Brazier-Hollins, S Ozzstyle Royal
Crown 53.77 12 39.00
17/04/2022: Novice Jumping 600
Judge - Julie Lyon SCT 40.00
seconds
1st Q Simonsen, D Ch Perfu Starry
Knight 27.88
17/04/2022: Excellent Jumping 300
Judge - Julie Lyon SCT 42.00
seconds
1st Q Stewart, W Uponatime Darcy
33.65
17/04/2022: Excellent Jumping 500
Judge - Julie Lyon SCT 39.00
seconds
3rd Q Roberts, L Duszah Snowy
Mountains Bean 38.83
17/04/2022: Masters Jumping 500
Judge - Julie Lyon SCT 47.00
seconds

5th Q Sedgmen, L Charalandra Loose As
Diamonds 44.63
17/04/2022: Masters Jumping 600 Judge - Julie
Lyon SCT 47.00 seconds
1st Q Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue
44.36
Below: Meet ‘Zac’ CD RE JD - a Border Collie
X Dalmatian. Zac has participated in the
Club’s recent Easter and June long weekend
Agility trials. What a handsome fellow!
(Photo: Anne Robertson)

Results from the CDC Jumping Trial — 3 May 2022
Results achieved by Club members only

Open Jumping Judge - Terry Griffin SCT 51.00
seconds (all heights)
2nd Q Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 32.94
3rd Q Brown, B Oliver Brown 34.97
4th Q Iglesias, D Flatout Sweet Revenge 36.08
5th Q March, V Pippa 40.02
7th Q Sedgmen, L Charalandra Loose As Diamonds 42.15
8th Q Sands, N Albionshore Nebula 43.17
9th Q 519 McKeever, R Dykinta Twist of Light
45.39
10th Q Brown, K Alamoana To Sir With Love
46.56
11th Q Davies, N Pendlview Adventuring Again
49.73
Masters Jumping 400 Judge - Terry Griffin SCT
49.00 seconds
1st Q Iglesias, D Flatout Sweet Revenge 42.32
2nd Q Fraser, F Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy
44.32
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Excellent Jumping 300 Judge - Terry Griffin SCT
49.00 seconds
1st Q White, K Luna 46.53
2nd Q Davies, N Pendlview Adventuring Again
47.17
Excellent Jumping 500 Judge - Terry Griffin SCT
46.00 seconds
1st Q Hodgman, S Effi 35.38
2nd Q Evans, V Lokabe Rhythm II 40.62
Excellent Jumping 600 Judge - Terry Griffin SCT
48.00 seconds
1st Q Simonsen, D Ch Perfu Starry Knight 39.76
Novice Jumping 600 Judge - Terry Griffin SCT
45.00 seconds
1st Q Brazier-Hollins, S Ozzstyle Royal Crown
30.02
Novice Jumping 400 Judge - Terry Griffin SCT
44.00 seconds
1st Q March, V Bidgeesrun Calls Me Foxy Lady
22.23
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Term One (2022) Results
Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so
that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue.
Results are based on available documentation.

FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION
Aimee Harvey / Tim Harvey & Elmo
Alana Bayada / Greg Bayada & Rufus
Amy Kilpatrick / Sybilla Grady & Stella Bella
Andrea Preusche & Gypsy
Andrew McCalman / Eileen Chu & Oolong
Angela Waring / Stacey Waring & Buddy
Beau Powers / Chris Carlsen & Hatti
Belinda Dopita / Igor Dopita & Eevee
Brianna Watts / Nate Riley & Ripley
Catherine Nash / Brian Nash & Pippa
Chelsea Blunt / Elliot Luck & Hipley
Cheryl Rowsell & Bindi
Christine Brennan & Peppa
Connor Brookhouse / Sofie Mont-Brookhouse &
Gus
Danielle Morris / Greg Morris & Megsey
Diane Wilkinson / Peter Wilkinson & Belle
Dirk Brammell / Kerrie Aust & Mac
Emily Crowley & Bailey
Emma Collins & Mac
Emma Phillips & Ziggy
Frances Jomantas & Ollie
Helen Palma / Rebecca Palma & Audrey
Jacqui Lovatt / Alex Tofler Kermit
James Mount / Annabel Roden & Pip
James van Meurs / Jessica Pink & Kip
Janice Peh / Desmond Tan & Charlie Cottonball
Jeff Kingwell / Marcia Kingwell & Billie
Jeni Webster / Judy Webster & Xero
Jess McNamara-Rice & Merlot
Jessica Gear / Martin Gear & Darcy
John Wilton & Sammy
Jonathan Kenna & Pippi
Josie Pentony Vran / Michael Pearson & Sadie
Juliet Behrens / Christopher Behrens & Winston
Kate Freeman / Brad Freeman & Marshall
Kelly Sweeney & Bear
Kerrianne Hill / Chris Hill & Ollie
Kim Locker / Neil Locker & Olive
Kylie Hughes & Stevie
Les Kiraly / Vanida Kiraly & Tiko
Liza Sheil & Zuri
Mark Wilson / Eliza Mowle & Luna
Meg Jordan / Sharron Kinloch & Buffy
Melanie Chiera & Mabel
Michelle Hyde / Darcy & Storm
Mingxia Wang / Elieen Shu & Snowball
Mitali Sagade / Tim Harrison & Brodie
Morgan Spinks & Max
Natalie Aked / Robert & Renee & Yeti
Natalie Shadwell / Alistair Smith & Loki
Neil Walker / Cathryn Walker & Abby
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Nerida Spaccavento & Wilbur
Patrycja Newington / Henry Newington &
Mishka
Peter Higgins & Minka
Petrina McFarlane / James McFarlane & Sully
QINGYI Raymond (Zhang) / Angela & Charlie
Bear
Remi Chapman / Chris Chapman & Miffy
Sarah Angus / Richard Donaldson & George
Sarah Schipilow & Minnie
Scarlett Gaffey & Molly
Steven Green & Penny
Sue Kowalski & Bentley
Susan Barnard / Ian Barnard & Saorise
Tahni Schlimbach & Lola
Tom Rowlands / Amanda Rowlands & Griff
Toma Sriubiskyte / Anand Ramakrishna & Shanti
Veronica Doerr & Kiwi
Will Egerton & Wippa
CONSOLIDATION TO GRADUATION
Amanda Wareham & Ziggy
Barry Gray / Catherine Gray & Angus
Brendon Holm / Suzanne Gatti & Skardi
Brianna Watts / Nate Riley & Deckard
Catherine Fry & Finnan
Charlotte McMichael / Daniel Raftopoulos &
Eddie
Chris Klootwijk & Henry
Christina Erwin (HI) / Ben Erwin & Dexter
Christopher Pase & Cevapi
Claire Weekes & Ari
Clive Tarver & Murphy
Courtney Lees & Artemis
David Williams / Leanne Salmond & Chloe
Diane Osborne / Eddie Brown & Millie Mae
Emilie Morscheck / Moontasir Rahman & Darcy
Heather McPherson & Maya
Janelle Naughton & Blossom
Jena Mendoza / Rogith Mendoza & Brandy
Johannah Wilson / Ava Starling & Euca
Julia Duff / Kitty Duff & Piper
Kara Mullarvey / Jospeh Corby & Miss Barkley
Karen Flegg & Mel
Kate Freeman / Brad Freeman & Harvey
Kate Millhouse & Moss
Kathryn Taylor & Valiant
Katya Murphy / Sebastian Zepeda & Ruby
Kirsten Volz & Buddy
Kylie Hughes & Miku
Lauryn Angel & Jett
Lisa Bellicanta / Jamie Bellicanta & Alby
Liz Batten & Ransom
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Term 1 results … continued
Lucy Pumpa & Winston
Maeghan Cobbin & Scout
Margaret Jamieson / Michael
Dupe & Reggie
Marianne Lovelock / Alex Codina &
Vito
Megan Hinchley / Peter Hinchley & Sam
Melusha Robson / Ryan Humphries & Radar
Michael Carr / Cherisse Lyons & Jhana
Michelle McGirr & Xena
Mitchell Sandilands / Jenny Sandilands & Nessie
Muazzam Ali / Amy Paltridge & Frankie
Nicole Dickson / Matt Dickson & Arlo
Nina de Caritat / Patrice de Caritat & Rocket
Nola Anderson & Billy
Patricia Lentfer / Charlotte Lentfer & Tilly
Pele Cannon & Phlox
Phoebe Zardo & Tess
Ruth Barney / Elizabeth Jamieson & Ollie
Ruth Van Ierschot & Ivy
Sam Losanno / Nunz Losanno & Mylo
Steve Smith / Rachel Hollier & Tilly
Suhani Arora & Ollie
Susan Liebke & Bella
Tiina Roppola / Frank Castanedo & Zoe
Timothy Easdale / Tessa Maye & Leo
Tracey Heidemanns / Robert Heidemanns &
Royce
Zoe Leonard / Cadence Leonard-Hiew & Rai
Zsuzsoka Symonds & Millie
GRADUATION TO COMPANION
Angel Bleich & Ollie
Angela Anthony / Shaun Anthony & Merry
Annette Neuendorf / Steve Cavanagh & Coco
Annette Neuendorf / Steve Cavanagh & Sadie
Barbara Gough & Charlie
Bernardo Camejo / Brodie Gibson & Remy
Brendon Holm / Suzanne Gatti & Ukko
Cate O'Rourke - JH / Helen Watson & Bruno

Chrissie Jenkins & Murphy
Christine Byrne & Molly
Deborah Verco & Rocket
Dirk Brammell / Kerrie Aust & Maddie
Elizabeth Harding / Geoff Harding & Gryff
Emily Elliott & Alan
Emma Cooney & Winnie
Glenn Condie & Lorelei
Jill Howlett & Strudel
Katharine Bassett / Jordan Glover & Huxley
Katherine Reber / Jacqueline Reber & Dakota
Kiandra Alston & Olive
Kim Garrett & Benedict
Luanne Stapleton & Alfie
Marian Wolski / Glenn Wolski & Bingo
Michelle Welch / Matthew Shadwell & Fin
Penelope Ovington & Paddles
Rosalyn Bell & Enzo
Sarah Shepherd & Bella
Shannon Ord & Kuya
Tania Ralston / Michael Sinkowitsch & Emmie
Tracey Elliott & Archie
COMPANION I TO COMPANION II

Kath McQuarrie & Ash
Susan Barnard / Ian Barnard &
Fergus
Graham Dudley & Magpie
Melinda Kingston / Glen Kingston & Luna
Janet Mathewson & Cooper
Tara McLaughlin & Missy Blue
Martyn Murdoch / Tamara Murdoch & Jet
Annette Neuendorf / Steve Cavanagh &
Phoebe
Jacqueline Paul / Ashima Kinloch-Paul &
Delphy
Christina Refshauge & Bentley
David Robertson / Nicole Robertson & Indy
Alex Rousak / Mila Rousak & Teddy
Genevieve Wright & Jessie

Is it safe ?
Do you regularly check the condition of the training gear that you
put on your dog to keep it safe on walks and other outings?

Collars, leads and harnesses vary in their quality and durability and
can fray, tear and corrode with normal use over time. And, of
course, some may be damaged through chewing!
Regularly check the condition of your training gear and replace it if
it has seen better days. Your dog’s safety is depending on it!
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Committee Notes
The Club’s Main Committee meets on the last Tuesday of every month (except December).
Copies of committee minutes are available on request from the Club’s Secretary.
Some of the matters discussed at recent meetings are noted below. ©

29 March 2022
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

We noted approaches to a building
company and a Club member to
provide advice on the condition of the
glazing, joinery, cladding and flashing to
the east and west gable ends of the
Clubhouse. This action has been
prompted by an ongoing leak in the
building’s foyer and the failure of glazing
in the eastern gable.
We discussed a further draft of the Club’s
Information and Data Management
Policy.
We noted research undertaken to
establish the duration of the Crown
leases of the Club’s
neighbouring properties
and other ACT dog
training clubs as the first
step in planning for the
longterm future of the
Club at Symonston.
We agreed to participate
in and promote the Club
at A Pooch Affair at EPIC
on Saturday 9 July.
We noted the successful visit of Mr David
Smith MP, Federal Member for Bean, to
inspect the use of the Club’s 2021
Powering Communities grant (which
involved a comprehensive upgrade of
the Club’s floodlighting system from
metal halide to LED lights as well as
replacement of rotten timber poles).
We noted updates to Stage 7 of the
Club’s COVID-19 Safety Plan following
further easing of government restrictions ,
see https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2022/02/Safety-Plan-COVID-19Return-to-Training-Stage-7b.pdf .
We noted that the Club had been reaccredited under the ACT Government’s
ActSmart Business Recycling Program in
recognition of its waste management
efforts.
We noted the supply and distribution of
subsidised Club clothing to instructors
and Dogs-As-Therapy members.
We noted a 13% decrease in income
and a 16% decrease in expenditure
compared with the same period last
year (to 28 February 2022). The Club
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•

•
•
•

•
•

•

recorded a profit before depreciation of
$15,868 compared with a profit of
$14,282 for the same period last year.
The difference in income is due to
several reasons including: the timing of
Term 3 (2021) bookings which were
completed in June 2021; the disruption
to training activities due to the ACT
lockdown between 12 August and 15
October 2021 and the decision not to
take any new members in Term 4 (2021)
Foundation Behaviour Training classes.
Membership income from new members
enrolling in Puppy and Adult Foundation
courses was received in January 2022 for
Term 1. There were also
membership renewals from
existing members and new
memberships for other dog
sports including Agility, Flyball
and Rally.
•
We noted that the Club’s
Asset Management Plan had
been updated and that the
useful life of various assets had
been aligned with the notional
end of the Club’s lease in accordance
with accounting requirements.
We noted that the Club’s new
membership management system is
being progressively rolled out to manage
all the Club’s training activities with the
support of the Club’s dog sport subcommittees.
We agreed to a quote for works to trim
trees encroaching on power lines on
Narrabundah Lane.
We noted the replacement of three
damaged window panes at the rear of
the clubhouse.
We noted ongoing amenity pruning of
the lower limbs of trees on the Club
grounds to reduce safety hazards and
facilitate mowing.
We agreed for Lesley Pothan to join the
DWD/Trick Dog Sub-Committee and to
instruct classes.
We noted tentative steps to revive the
Dogs-as-Therapy program within the
COVID-19 restraints that still apply in the
aged care sector.
We welcomed the return of Shari Gabriel
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Committee notes … continued

•

•

•

to the Club’s instructor panel and
endorsed her as a private qualified
trainer who we can refer Club members
to for one-on-one advice on behaviour
issues that are beyond the scope of the
Club’s group training activities.
We approved the Flyball SubCommittee’s request for the Club to
support two of their instructors to
undertake an online Flyball professional
development course offered by Clean
Run.
We noted the success of the Club’s
regular Division Flyball teams at the
Canberra Royal Show (first place in
Division 1) and the team’s first place in
Division 2 at the postponed 2021 Flyball
Nationals held at the Belconnen Dog
Obedience Club in March.
We noted an out-of-session decision to
subsidise instructor attendance at
Barbara Hodel’s Teenage Dogs workshop
(hosted by ABCDOG) as part of their
professional development.
Below: Barbara Hodel demonstrates how to
joyously and generously reward a teenage dog
for responding to a recall cue by joyously
engaging with it. Works for younger and older
dogs, too! Thanks to Jess McNamara-Rice
(ABCDOG) for enabling Club instructors to
attend the workshop (Photo: Anne Robertson)

•
•

•

26 April 2022
•

•

•

•

•
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We noted the success of the Rally and
Obedience Trials held on 5 and 12 March
respectively.
We agreed to investigate stocking a nonrestrictive harness (‘All-rounder’) made by
Australian business Big & Little Dogs
(https://bigandlittledogs.com/
collections/the-all-rounder-harness) as an
alternative to the Freedom No-pull
harness for puppies and adolescent dogs
who have not yet reached physical
maturity. The All-rounder also has a
buckle at the neck so that the harness
does not need to be placed over the
dog’s head.
We noted the events planned by the
Tracking Sub-Committee to kick-off the
2022 Tracking season including an
information evening, practical training
days and trial dates.

We noted progress on the development
of a sponsorship policy to provide a
framework for the Committee to consider
sponsorship and advertising requests.
We noted a 22% decrease in the income
and a 11% decrease in expenditure
compared with the same period last year
(to 31 March 2022). The Club recorded a
profit before depreciation of $18,039
compared with a profit of $40,815 last
year. The difference in income is due to
reasons reported at the March meeting.
In addition, Term 2 new Foundation
bookings occurred in mid-March in 2021
compared to early April 2022.
We noted that a quote had been sought
from a local business to address the poor
condition of the verge on Narrabundah
Lane on both sides of the main Club
entrance. This is expected to include
grading and laying and compacting of
gravel.
We noted out-of-session decisions to (i)
appoint a valuer to review the Club’s
grounds, clubhouse and ancillary
buildings to develop an asset value for
financial reporting purposes; (ii) switch an
Obedience Trial from 13 August to 10
July; and (iii) approve a workshop on the
new dog sport of ‘Hoopers’ to be
conducted by Canine Education
Australia on the Club grounds on 2 July.
We agreed to develop a dispute
resolution policy – subordinate to the
Constitution – noting that this is a gap in
the Club’s governance framework.
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Committee notes … continued
•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

Following market comparisons, we
recruits are required to enable all
agreed to retain the Club’s current
residences to be serviced.
insurer for property damage, theft,
liability, voluntary worker and indemnity
31 May 2022
cover.
•
We noted submission of our formal
We noted repairs to the front door of the
acquittal of the Commonwealth
clubhouse, treatment of ant nests that
Government’s Powering Communities
present a risk to members and dogs, and
grant (which contributed to a
the appearance of Khaki weed in the
comprehensive upgrade of the Club’s
Flyball Paddock. The latter will require
floodlighting system from metal halide to
manual or chemical treatment to
LED lights).
eradicate.
•
We noted out-of-session approval of
We noted the placement of portable
several matters including (i) the final
megaphones in the Club office, shipping
version of the Club’s Information and
containers, Agility shed and workshop for
Data Management Policy; (ii)
emergency use and the development of
expenditure to upgrade the Agility
simple instructions for use of the Club’s
spread hurdles; and (iii) acceptance of a
public address system during
quote to rectify the poor condition of the
emergencies.
verge on Narrabundah Lane on both
We approved Agility and Rally trial dates
sides of the main Club entrance.
for 2023 and 2024.
We noted the review of ANKC
Tracking Rules and a proposal
for a third Club Tracking trial in
late August.
We approved expenditure to
re-surface the Club’s Agility
contact equipment.
We noted the success of the
Club’s inaugural Dances With
Dogs competition and Trick
Dog test despite the
challenges of the DWD venue
and the somewhat bleak
weather for the Trick Dog test.
The Narrabundah Lane verge has not coped well with all
The events attracted 13 entries
the rain in recent months. Works should start soon to
(AM and PM) and 81 entries
improve its condition.
respectively.
We endorsed Jess Wagg,
Marcelo Munoz and Emily
Smith as Behaviour Training instructors
•
We noted activities undertaken during
following their successful completion of
National Volunteer Week to celebrate
the 2021 BT Instructors course. They join Jill
the Club’s volunteers including a
Howlett, Angharad Lodwick and Jacqui
Facebook post and the announcement
Gawne as graduates of the 2021
of the Club’s receipt of a $5000
program.
Commonwealth Government Volunteer
We noted 88 members enrolled in
Grant to support instructor professional
Foundation Behaviour Training classes for
development via webinars, workshops
Term 2 and 184 returning members at the
and video-on-demand.
higher levels. Foundation enrolments
•
We noted a 22% decrease in income
booked out in less than eight hours after
and a 13% decrease in expenditure
opening online.
compared with the same period last year
We noted that all of the aged care
(to end of April). The Club recorded a
residences previously participating in the
profit before depreciation of $20,864
Club’s Dogs-as-Therapy program have
compared with a profit of $23,979 at the
indicated their desire for visits to resume.
same time last year. The difference in
COVID and Flu protocols are required at
income is due to the reasons reported in
all residences. Some Club members have
the March and April Committee Notes.
‘retired’ from the DAT program and new
No further significant income is expected
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Committee notes … continued

•

•

•

•

this financial year as Term 3 enrolments
will open in early July. Membership
revenues are down compared to this
time last year by 15% due in part to the
lack of membership income in Term 4
(2021) due to the impact of the COVID
lockdown (and rolling over of Term 3
bookings).
We noted that the Australian Taxation
Office will be implementing various
changes to payroll and superannuation
from 1 July and that the Club will need to
address these in relation to its paid staff.
We agreed to fund a further order of
subsidised clothing for instructors and
Dogs-As-Therapy members who missed
out in the recent round and we
supported investigations by the Club’s
Drill Team to identify suitable Clubbranded clothing for its public
demonstrations.
We noted that a poster setting out the
Club’s emergency procedures had been
placed on the Club’s noticeboards and
in all Club buildings. The poster
summarises action for members to take in
the event of a fire or gas explosion,
medical and veterinary emergencies
and interactions involving threatening
behaviour. The poster complements the
Club’s comprehensive WHS Emergency
Procedures (2022).
We noted that the next annual WHS
inspection of the Club’s premises
(including grounds) will occur in July.
Significant progress has been made to
address most of the WHS hazards
identified in 2020 and 2021 with only a
few ‘big ticket’ items being carried over
to the 2022 report (eg fencing, water

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•

damage in Clubhouse foyer, paving).
We noted that the Club’s box trailer –
stolen on New Year’s Eve last year – had
been recovered intact by the police.
We considered various options to rectify
the condition of the Club’s bore water
tank. Investigations are continuing.
We approved the addition of Geraldine
Wickham (Gel.Dog Training) to the Club’s
list of qualified rewards-based force-free
private trainers who we refer members to
for one-on-one support.
We noted the social and professional
development get-together for instructors
scheduled for 3 June.
We agreed to purchase a new set of
Agility timing gates due to the unreliability
of one of the Club’s two existing sets.
We noted the success of the Club’s
annual MAYhem Flyball race-meet – with
the Club’s team in Division 1 achieving
2nd place and the team in the Open
Division achieving 1st place.
We noted the pleasing participation rates
at the Club’s Trick Dog classes on
Monday and Tuesday evenings at Starter
and Novice levels.
We noted scheduled Dogs-As-Therapy
visits to six aged care residences in
Canberra and that additional dog/
handler teams are required to meet
demand.
We noted recent Scent Work trials and
the Club’s activities to kick-off the 2022
tracking season, including an
introductory tracking practical at the
National Rock Garden opposite the
Arboretum.

Left: Our thanks to the
ACT Police for helping
to recover the Club’s
trailer after it was stolen
on New Year’s Eve
(Photo: Heather
McPherson)
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ALERT— EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
ALWAYS FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS OF CLUB OFFICIALS
OR EMERGENCY SERVICES PERSONNEL IF PRESENT
In the event of an emergency (eg fire, gas explosion or other significant event)
•
Call 000
•
Evacuate Club buildings and/or grounds
•
Take hand-held belongings and your dog(s) with you
•
Assist any people and dogs in need
•
If safe to do so, leave the Club in your car. If not, take the nearest route to the Emergency
Assembly point (corner Jerrabomberra Avenue and Narrabundah Lane) and await further
directions
In the event of a medical emergency (people)
•
For major incidents or injuries call 000
•
During Club activities—access a first aid kit from the Club’s buildings and
administer first aid
•
Submit an incident report to the Club office after the incident has been
addressed
In the event of a medical emergency (dogs)
•
Contact the nearest veterinary clinic

Inner South Veterinary Centre—47 Jerrabomberra Avenue, Narrabundah T 6295 0770

Animal Referral Hospital—364 Fairbairn Avenue, Pialligo T 6280 6344

Canberra Veterinary Emergency Services—21 Crinigan Circuit, Gungahlin T 6225 7257
In the event of injured wildlife
•
Contact Access Canberra for injured kangaroos T 13 22 81 or ACT Wildlife for other wildlife
T 0432 300 033
In the event of a personal threat (physical or verbally abusive behaviour)
•
Call 000 if there is a fear of injury or harm
•
Disengage and walk away
•
If safe to do so, leave the Club in your car. If not, take refuge in a Club
building, lock any doors behind you and await assistance
•
Submit an incident report to the Club office after the incident has been
resolved
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Scenes around the grounds

During Autumn we finished painting the exterior of
the Clubhouse and replaced the guttering on the
Workshop. We also collected masses of autumn
leaves and took them to Corkhills green waste
facility and fenced off part of the Flyball Paddock
after discovering Khaki weed (Alternanthera
pungens) in the top corner.
Our thanks to Ben from Cured Painting and Andy
from Enhanced Plumbing & Gas for their
professional help.
(Photos: Anne Robertson)
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Respectful communication
Members are reminded that the Club
is a community-based organisation
focused on providing a fair, safe and
inclusive training and trialling
environment for members and their
dogs.
Communication by and between
members must always be respectful
and courteous.
Communication must not be
offensive, aggressive, defamatory,
threatening, discriminatory,
obscene, profane, harassing,
embarrassing, intimidating,
sexually explicit, bullying, hateful,
racist, or otherwise inappropriate.
This includes face-to-face and
written communication and
communication through other
channels including social media
Extract from the Club Rules (2021), available at https://actcdc.org.au/resources/

Live in the ACT?
You can download this
handbook from the
ACT Government’s
website — https://
www.cityservices.act.g
ov.au/pets-andwildlife/domesticanimals/dogs/yourresponsibilities
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ActSmart recycling … see next page
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Why “sit” happens … continued

ActSmart Recycling
By Heather McPherson

The Club is accredited under the ACT
Government’s ActSmart business recycling
program in recognition of its waste
management initiatives.
Please ‘do the right thing’ and always use the
most appropriate bin to dispose of rubbish on
the Club grounds. Unsure? Read the posters on
the bins and around the grounds to make the
right choice.
Did you know that most drink bottles and cans
attract a 10 cent refund under the ACT
Government’s Container Deposit Scheme? The
Club is collecting refundable containers as a
fund-raising initiative so please put any
refundable containers you use on the grounds
in the designated bin (that’s the one with the
round hole in the top) located by the Workshop
and inside the Clubhouse. Check the
information on page 40 to make sure you
know what containers are eligible—it makes
our job so much easier!

Above: Place refundable drink containers in the bin
on the left and other ‘mixed recyclables’ in the bin
on the right (ie used coffee cups, rigid plastics,
unsoiled paper, cardboard and glass)

Did you know that the ACT
Government is proposing to ban all
oxo-degradable plastic products
such as degradable plastic bags
from 1 July 2022? This includes oxodegradable plastics often used in
dog waste bags.
Fortunately there are alternatives to
oxo-degradable plastic dog waste
bags and the Club has been using
them for more than five years!
We use BioBag compostable dog
waste bags in the dispensers on the
Club grounds and sell the same
bags in the Club shop. These bags
are certified compostable under the
European Standard EN 13432 and this Standard is recognised by the
ACT Government.
Packs of 50 bags cost $6.00 at the
Club shop.
We also use Compost-A-Pak
compostable bin liners in our metal
waste bins on the grounds. These
liners are certified compostable
under the Australian Standard AS
4736-2006 also recognised by the
ACT Government.
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Club Activities
BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING
The Club offers four levels of Behaviour Training
classes for all breeds and ages of dogs to learn
how to behave appropriately at home and in
the community. These classes will help you
understand how your dog learns and will teach
you how to train your dog to be a good
companion. The focus is on teaching practical
life skills such as learning to relax, walking on
lead without pulling; to come when called; to
sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at
doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and
to socialize appropriately with dogs and
people. Classes are aligned with school terms
and bookings open about five weeks before
the start of each term. Dates for the next
course can be found in the Calendar on the
website.

DOGS-AS-THERAPY
Members and their dogs visit nursing homes
and schools to provide pet therapy for residents
and students. If you have a dog that is people
and dog friendly and isn’t fazed by noise and
movement this activity might be for you.

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB
Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials
(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high
degree of handler-dog team work and
precision over a range of exercises at different
levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork,
retrieving, scent work, taking directions a
distance and stays. In most cases, dogs must
have passed the Consolidation level of
Behaviour Training (Level 2) to be admitted to
the entry-level Skills class.

Rally – Rally is an obedience competition that
requires the handler and dog team to
negotiate a course in the heel position and to
perform various manoeuvres such as sits,
downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers
are able to praise their dog while it is working. In
most cases, dogs must have completed the
Skills class (above) to participate in Rally
classes.

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach
your dog to negotiate different obstacles such
as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog
walks and weave poles. Once you have
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gained some basic skills, the challenge is to
learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one
obstacle to another on a course, and the
courses change each time so that you and
your dog are constantly being challenged to
improve your skills. To start training dogs must
be at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s
skeletal and musculature system is strong
enough; physically sound and not overweight;
and under control off-lead around other dogs
and activities. Dogs are subject to an intake
test to assess their suitability to start training.

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles,
release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their
handler over the hurdles. It is a fast and furious
team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy.
Dogs must be at least 12 months old to ensure
the dog’s skeletal and musculature system is
strong enough; physically sound and not
overweight; and under control off-lead around
other dogs and activities. In most cases, dogs
must have passed the Consolidation level of
Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Flyball.

Dances with Dogs (DWD) – In this sport
handlers take obedience skills to a new level by
performing routines to music with their dogs. All
you need to get involved is a love of music, the
desire to have a great time with your dog and
a commitment to rewards-based training. DWD
is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of
all breeds, sizes and ages. In 2021 a new
sport—Trick Dog—commenced as the entry
level for the DWD program. In most cases, dogs
must have passed the Consolidation level of
Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Trick classes.

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports
involves the dog following a scent trail left
behind when a person walks across grass and
other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted
during the cooler months due to the risk of
snakes. The Club provides an information
session in autumn and encourages ‘peersupport’ training to help members get started.
Please note: Conditions apply to joining the
Club for this sport due to its seasonal nature.

Class times for all activities are available on the
website.
For more information about the Club’s
activities, eligibility and how to enrol, refer to
the Club’s website
(see ‘What we offer > Activities’)
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News from the Paws Shop
By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager

OPENING TIMES
Wednesday 9.45am - 12.15pm
Thursday
6.15- 9.15pm
Sunday
9:15am - 12.15pm

Locally Handmade Tug Toys
A great training aid for dynamic
behaviours (think recalls, Agility and
Flyball) as well as providing a great
bonding game with your dog
S, L and with handles from $17.50

Food Puzzles For Enrichment
The Bob-a-lot is back!
$32.00

Licki Mat Oh Bowl
Self-soothing boredom
buster, dental health
aid … S, M and L
$15.00 - $22.00

NEW

The Toppl has arrived!
An alternative to the
classic Kong. Fill with
compressed wet food
for enrichment.
$42.00
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Licki Mat Splash Bowl
with suction cup
Help your dog enjoy bath time …
just like Labrador Retriever ‘Venice’
$20.00

Puppington Pods
A great training aid to build
motivation and drive for dog sports.
Food-stuffed Puppington Pods are
designed to be chased and opened by your
dog under supervision.
Small $15.00 Regular $17.00
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News from the Paws shop … continued

Snuffle/Forage Mats ($35.00 - $85.00)
Locally handmade—small, medium and large
Sprinkle small kibble among the fleecy tufts.
Great for supervised foraging and ‘seeking’
behaviour for puppies and older dogs

The Trainer’s Pouch ($32.00 - $37.00)
Australian-made, easy to clean silicone
Available in two sizes

Slow Feeder Plates & Licki Mats
($15.00 - $19.00)
Dishwasher and freezer safe
Spread soft foods (cooked vegetables,
tinned sardines, cottage cheese, mince)
and let your dog forage.

Food Puzzles For Enrichment
Kong Gyro from $18.50
Kong Wobbler from $30.00
Kong Quest Bone from $15.00
Classic Kongs from $10.00
and more!

Lamb, Cow, Pork and
Veggie Ears
Crunchy, chewy treats
from $1.20
Stock up for the school
holidays!

See the full list of
shop stock on page 44
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Class Times
Regularly check the website at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
BEHAVIOUR TRAINING

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

Assessment

Level 1 - Foundation (Puppy)

10:00 - 11.00am

6.30 - 7.30pm

9:30 -10.30am

Assessed in class

Level 1 - Foundation (Adult)

10:00 - 11.00am

6.30 - 7.30pm

9:30 -10.30am

Assessed in class

Level 2 - Consolidation

10:00 - 11.00am

7.45 - 8.45pm

11.00 - 12 noon

Assessed in class

Level 3 - Graduation

11.30am - 12.30pm

7.45 - 8.45pm

11.00 - 12 noon

Assessed in class

Level 4 - Companion

11.30am - 12.30pm

7.45 - 8.45pm

9:30 - 10.30am

Assessed in class

10:00 - 11.00am

6.30 - 7.30pm

9:30 - 10.30am

Assessed in class

-

-

11.00 - 12 noon

Assessed in class

Companion Plus
Drill /Demonstration Team

NOTE: Level 4 and Companion Plus class times may vary from term to term,
check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
OBEDIENCE TRIALLING

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

Assessment

Skills Class (entry level)

10.00 -11.00am

6.45 - 7.45pm

-

Assessed in class

11:15am -12.15pm

8.00 - 9.00pm

-

N/A

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

Assessment

-

N/A

Obedience Trialling
RALLY
All levels (except entry level –
see Skills Class above)

10.00 -11.00am

6.45 - 7.45pm

AGILITY

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday

Assessment

Level One

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Assessed in class

Level Two

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Assessed in class

Level Three

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Assessed in class

Level Four

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Assessed in class

Skills Handling

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Assessed in class

Novice

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Trial performance

Excellent/Masters

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Trial performance

NOTE: Classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5). Class times/days vary from term to term,
check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
FLYBALL

Wednesday

Sunday

Beginners

-

12.30 - 1.30 pm

Assessed in class

Intermediate

-

1.30 - 2.30 pm

Assessed in class

Advanced

-

2.30 - 3.30 pm

Assessed in class

Squad training (on demand)

6.45 - 7.45pm

-

N/A

NOTE: Flyball classes are usually held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks
DANCES WITH DOGS & TRICK DOG

Monday

Tuesday

6.00 - 6.45pm *

7.00 - 7.45pm

Assessed in class

Trick Dog – Novice and continuing

-

6.00 - 6.45pm

Assessed in class

Dances With Dogs

-

-

Assessed in class

Trick Dog – Starters

NOTE: Classes are held at the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground except * held on Club grounds
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Calendar of Events 2022
ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO COVID-19 MEASURES IN PLACE AT THE TIME
CHECK THE CLUB’S WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS INCLUDING EVENT LOCATIONS
JUNE

JULY

Sat 25
Sun 26
Tue 28
Sat 2
Sun 3
Sat 9
Sun 10
Sat 16
Sun 17
Mon 18
Tues 19
Wed 20
Thu 21
Sat 23
Sun 24
Mon 25
Tue 26
Sat 30
Sun 31

AUGUST

Mon 1
Wed 3
Sat 6
Mon 8
Mon 15
Sat 20
Sun 21
Mon 22
Tue 23
Sat 27
Sun 28
Tue 30
Wed 31
SEPTEMBER Sun 4
Sat 10

BDOC Agility Trial *
CDC Term 2 Behaviour Training & Flyball classes end (week 8)
CDC Main Committee meeting
ACT School holidays start / Hoopers workshop
Illawarra Dog Training Club Obedience Trial *
Queanbeyan & District Dog Training Club Obedience & Rally Trial * / A Pooch
Affair at EPIC *
Tracking (Training day, intermediate) * / CDC Double Obedience Trial
BDOC Agility Trial * / Albury & Border Kennel Club Obedience Trial *
Albury & Border Kennel Club Rally Trial *
ACT School Term 3 starts
CDC Term 3 Trick Dog & DWD classes start
CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling & Rally classes start
CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling & Rally classes start
Tracking set up for Trial (31 July) / BDOC Dances With Dogs Trial *
CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training & Flyball classes start / Tracking set up for Trial
(31 July) / BDOC Trick Dog Test *
Nominations for CDC Honorary Life Membership close
CDC Main Committee meeting
Shoalhaven Dog Training Club Obedience & Rally Trial *
CDC Tracking Trial * / Shoalhaven Dog Training Club Rally Trial * / Agility Session
3 classes end
Notice of Special Resolutions to the Annual General Meeting close
Agility Intake for Session 4 classes
ACT Gundog Society Scent Work Trial at CDC / TDTC Agility Trial *
Annual General Meeting agenda is published / Agility Session 4 classes start
Nominations for the 2022-23 Committee close
CDC Scent Work Trial
CDC Scent Work Trial
CDC Annual General Meeting — Clubhouse (evening)
Dogs ACT AGM (evening) *
BDOC Double Obedience Trial *
Tracking (TBC trial or advanced training day)
CDC Main Committee meeting
BDOC Agility Trial *
Father's Day - classes held
Kyeamba Kennel & Training Club Obedience & Rally Trial * /
CDC Trick Dog Test

Sun 11

Kyeamba Kennel & Training Club Obedience & Rally Trial * /
CDC DWD Competition *
Tue 13 CDC Agility Trial (evening) / CDC Term 3 Trick Dog & DWD classes end
Wed 14 CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling & Rally Trialling classes end
Thurs 15 CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling & Rally Trialling classes end
Sat 17
Sun 18

BDOC Agility Trial *
CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training & Flyball classes end
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Off-lead exercise at our Club
Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas
( available on the website at ‘Support > Resources’ )
Read the signs on the Club’s gates
You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked

Emergency Assembly Point

Emergency Exits
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 Do the right thing:
Read the ‘Using the Club
grounds’ brochure on the
website as well as the
gate signs.
 Play safe - use common
sense in the off-lead
areas.
 Keep your dog away from
gates when other dogs
are entering and leaving.
Always ask and gain
permission from
everyone before going
into an area that is
already occupied.
 Enter on lead and remove
the lead while your dog is
sitting.
 Keep moving to minimise
tension and scuffles
between dogs.
 Stay alert and keep an
eye on your dog.
 Do not allow your dog to
fence-run. It is not
appropriate behaviour.
 Always reward your dog
for coming to you.
 Avoid using balls and
other toys if you are
sharing the area with
other dogs.
 Leave immediately if your
dog becomes anxious, or
is annoying or aggressive
towards other dogs.
 Limit your time to 15
minutes if other members
are waiting to use the
same area.
 Always clean up after
your dog.
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