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Celebrate the Dunbar Awards
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Capture good behaviour
Catch up on the Annual General Meeting
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SPRING TERM BREAK
Term 3 classes end on Thursday 15th September

Classes resume after the school holidays on :
Monday 10th October
Tuesday 11th October
Wednesday 12th October
Thursday 13th October
Sunday 16th October

RESERVED PARKING
Access to the car park is RESTRICTED at the following times:
Wednesdays 9.30am—1.00pm
Thursdays 6.00pm—9.30pm
Sundays 9.00am—12.30pm
during class terms
ONLY Instructors, Committee and Sub-Committee members,
Life Members and members (and visitors) with disability parking permits
may use the car park during these times.
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Cover picture
Honorary Life Member June Rowe (1930-2022) with her Labrador Retrievers ‘Judy’ (left) and ‘Tammy’ (right)
in the 1970s. This issue commemorates June’s life-long service to the Club.
It’s important to know:
The opinions and claims expressed in this publication, whether in articles, correspondence or in any other form,
are not necessarily those of the ACT Companion Dog Club Inc. Neither the Editor nor the ACT Companion
Dog Club Inc accepts responsibility for the accuracy of these items nor endorses the opinions or services of
third parties mentioned in this publication. The ACT Companion Dog Club Inc gives permission for the
reprinting of articles appearing in The Good Companion, except where copyright has been stated, provided
acknowledgement is given to the Club and the author.
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About Our Club
The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC),
established in 1958 as the first dog training
Club in the ACT, has an average household
membership of around 600 each year. It is a
non-profit organisation relying mostly on
volunteers to run activities with some
occasional grant assistance. About 80
instructors volunteer their time to conduct
Behaviour Training and dog sport classes in
Agility, Dances With Dogs, Flyball, Obedience
Trialling, Rally, Tracking and Tricks from
February to November each year. The Club also
has a Dogs-As-Therapy group that visits
nursing homes and occasionally schools with
their dogs for the enjoyment of the residents
and support for students.
While much of the work in maintaining and
running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer
basis we do have some paid help. We have a
paid office manager and a junior shop assistant
and the mowing of the grounds is undertaken
by a contractor. The Club caters for disabled
access with paved paths, designated parking
spaces and toilet facilities.

The aims and objectives of the Club are to:
• promote responsible dog ownership and the
general welfare of dogs;
• teach members to train their dogs, of
whatever breed, in dog obedience and other
related canine skills, using motivational
training methods;
• promote participation and training in a range
of dog sports;
• promote and participate in dog training and
other activities associated with dog training;
• support the rights of dog owners, provided
that such ownership is conducted in a
responsible manner;
• actively promote community interaction with
dogs;
• provide facilities necessary or convenient for
its activities;
• promote positive relationships between
owners and dogs; and
• enhance the development of social skills of
dogs.

COMMITTEES 2022-23
President
Senior Vice-President
Junior Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary

Anne Robertson – Work Health & Safety, Magazine, Annual Awards
Lesley Pothan – Behaviour Training Convenor, Dogs-as-Therapy Co-ordinator
Neale Prescott – Grounds Co-ordinator
Sharon Haines – Insurance, Grants
Heather McPherson – Public Officer

Main Committee
Members

Barbara Gough – Events & Promotion
Wendy Hathaway – Obedience Trialling & Rally Liaison
Kirstin Henderson – Security, ActSmart Recycling
Vanessa March – Social Media, Flyball Convenor
Katrina Morton – Shop, Housekeeping, Clubhouse Maintenance
Maxine Robinson – Scent Work Convenor, Tracking Liaison
Linda Spinaze – Agility Convenor
Juliet Ward – Dances with Dogs & Trick Dog Convenor

Behaviour Training

Convenor Lesley Pothan, Members Anne Robertson, Kath Hallam, Hilarie Kemp,
Jess McNamara–Rice, Penny Pardoe-Matthews, Jackie Trotter, Julie Whitmore

Obedience Trialling &
Rally

Convenor Laraine Frawley Members Judith Barlow, Wendy Hathaway,
Jeanette Johnson, Catherine Perry, Lara Sedgmen, Anne Walkington,
Geoff Woodman, Patricia Woodman

Flyball Training &
Competition

Convenor Vanessa March Members Mick Fordyce, Angharad Lodwick,
Cathy Vaughan

Agility Training &
Trialling

Convenor Linda Spinaze Members Natasha Davies, Emma Easton, Cheyne Fischer,
Kirstin Henderson, Karen Hobson, Dana Simonsen, Wendy Stewart, Kylie White,
Steph Windsor

Dances with Dogs &
Trick Dogs

Convenor Juliet Ward Members Jill Bradfield, Tara McLaughlin, Holly Rieger,
Raelene Stewart, Cherie Wilkinson, Lesley Pothan

Tracking

Convenor Jake Blight Members Joanne Hagan,
Sandra Hassett

Instructors’ Library

Karen Haines

PAWS Shop

Amelia Wettern

Secom Security

1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535
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From the Dog Kennel
Editor and President — Anne Robertson
Welcome to the September issue of The Good
Companion. Traditionally this issue contains all
the reports tabled at the Club’s Annual
General Meeting — to provide members with
accounts of all the Club’s achievements over
the past twelve months as well as its financial
position. I am pleased to report that the Club
made a profit of $7389 before depreciation at
30 June 2022. Both income and expenditure
decreased in 2021-22, largely through the
impact of the COVID-19
lockdown, however the
Club benefitted from the
ACT Government’s COVID19 Business Support Grant
and this helped maintain its
financial position.
The Club’s Committee
remains stable with only one
change in membership for
the coming year: we
welcome Kirstin Henderson
and bid farewell to Penny
Pardoe-Matthews. There
have been some minor
changes to Committee roles
and these are listed on
page 4.
Sadly, this issue of the
magazine marks the passing
of two long-standing
members of the Club:
Honorary Life Member June
Rowe (1930-2022) and Drill
Team member Liz Lynch
(1948-2022).
June’s volunteer contribution to the Club’s
management spanned more than 45 years
and she was instrumental in shaping the Club’s
motivational training ethos and influencing
several ‘generations’ of instructors. June’s
family kindly invited the Club to speak at her
memorial service and generously gave
permission for parts of the service to be
included in this issue of The Good Companion
to commemorate June’s life.
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As a fellow member of the Club
remarked after June’s passing
“we should all learn from her
service to others”.
Liz Lynch’s involvement with the
Club was more typical of
ordinary members — bringing a succession of
family dogs to classes over four decades to
help them become good companions. In more
recent years Liz and her
husband Mike became
integral members of the
Club’s Drill Team and
helped showcase the Club
at public events including
Floriade and A Pooch
Affair. Mike reminisces
about Liz, the Club and
their dogs in a gentle story
for this issue of the
magazine.
It is also fitting that this issue
celebrates the Tracking
season and the Dunbar
Awards — presented by
Dogs ACT to dogs (and
their handlers) who have
excelled in the show ring
and Obedience Trialling
competition. June Rowe
had historical connections
with both these endeavours
(and there’s a bit of a
Labrador theme as well).
I hope this issue makes you
feel proud to be a member
of such a wonderful Club and that you may
aspire – in honour of June and Liz – to maintain
your involvement and contribute to the future
of the Club in the years to come.
Until next time, enjoy the longer days and
warmer weather and have fun training your
dog to be the best companion it can be.
Photo: Liz Lynch with ‘Maisie’ at the 2019 Christmas
Party display (Photo: Carmen Kong)
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Is Your Membership Due ?
We will send you a renewal notice via email *
Renewals are now undertaken online using our new
membership management system.
Instructions are provided in the email.
You have one month to pay your renewal to remain
financial.
* NOTE: Members whose training was directly affected by the suspension of
classes in Term 3 (2021) due to the COVID-19 lockdown will automatically be offered one
term’s extension to their memberships. In order to renew, members are expected to
participate regularly in the Club’s training classes throughout the year as the Club does
not offer ‘grounds use only’ memberships. We do offer a wide variety of training activities
that will enrich your relationship with your dog , provide it with mental and physical
stimulation and enable it to become the best companion it can be. And there is
something for every dog and handler—young and old (see page 59).

Contact Us

Fees (from 1 October 2022)
Joining Fee (household)

$99.00

Phone

02 6295 7764

Annual Subscription (household) for
one dog

$315.00

Post

PO Box 4048, Kingston ACT 2604

One additional dog
Two additional dogs
Three additional dogs

$52.00
$104.00
$156.00

Web

www.actcdc.org.au

Office

240 Narrabundah Lane,
Symonston ACT 2609

Members may participate in any number of
activities under this flat-fee structure but are
required to complete an ‘Additional Dog and
Activity Form’, must meet the eligibility
requirements for the activity and must be
accepted into the activity before commencing
training. Wait-lists may apply. See ’What we offer
> Activities’ on the website for further
information about each activity.
Instructors’ Fee

$30.00

Casual Visitors Fee
•
Conditions apply
•
Contact the Club Office

$5.00 $52.00

• Tuesday-Friday 12 noon-2:00pm
• Thursday
6:00pm-9:15pm
• Sunday
9:00am-12:15pm

Office Manager: Marika Mueller
CLOSED MONDAY
Compliments, suggestions or ideas?
Contact the Club:
Email contact@actcdc.org.au

Facilities Hire is available to third parties for dogrelated training and trialling activities.
•
Conditions apply
•
Contact the Club Office
Grounds use only membership is NOT offered
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What’s Coming Up At Our Club ?
How should I prepare for classes in the spring
and summer ?
Please wear clothing appropriate to the
weather conditions:
•
Sturdy, outdoor enclosed footwear (For
safety’s sake: thongs, sandals and fashion
heels are NOT permitted)
•
Shade hat and sunscreen (in daylight
hours)
•
Insect repellent (especially if you train in
the evening)
•
Avoid loose, flapping clothes including
shoulder bags or back packs that may
distract or interfere with your dog if worn
in class.

How do I know what time my class is on?
Class times for all Club activities can vary from
term to term depending on the season and
instructor availability. Check the class
timetables on the website at ‘What we offer >
Class timetables’ a few days before classes
resume so that you can arrive on time.
What dog sports events are coming up at the
Club ?
There will be a daytime Obedience Trial from
9.00am on Saturday 24 September (hosted by
the Club and the ACT Gundog Society) and an
evening Rally Trial from 6.00pm on Saturday 8
October. The Club is hosting the ACT State
Agility Titles on the October long weekend with
the trial starting from 3.00pm on Friday 30
September and continuing all day Saturday 1
and Sunday 2 October.
Members are welcome to come and watch
these events but please leave your dog at
home. Details of these and other events can
be found on the Calendar on the website (see
‘What we offer > Calendar’) and on page 65.
Want to keep in touch with the latest activities
at the Club ?

The Club has adopted guidance for Club
officials to determine whether Behaviour
Training classes should be cancelled due to
adverse weather or other environmental
conditions. It has some great advice for
members as well. You can read it on the Club’s
website (see https://actcdc.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2020/12/
cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0
_february_2020_.pdf).
If you are participating in Behaviour Training
classes, please check the Club’s public
Facebook page for advice on class
cancellations. Because Obedience Trialling
and Rally classes are held concurrently with
Behaviour Training classes we often cancel
classes jointly to avoid any confusion.

Information is available from:
•
Our website - www.actcdc.org.au
•
Notice boards (inside and outside the
Clubhouse)
•
Your Instructors
•
The Session Manager on the grounds on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays
during Behaviour Training classes
•
The Calendar on page 65
•
Our public Facebook page. You can see
it without being a registered FB user—see
the link on our website

The Club’s other dog sports have their own
policies on class cancellations so please check
with your sports instructor about your sport’s
class arrangements due to weather and other
conditions.
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Thanks to our volunteer instructors
The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time
in Term Three (July-September 2022):
Behaviour Training: Di Adams, Susan Barnard, Stuart Barrow, Jill Bradfield, Veronica Doerr, Sophie
Dunstone, Christina Erwin, Shari Gabriel, Jacqui Gawne, Barbara Gough, Sharon Haines, Kath
Hallam, Peter Hendriks, Jill Howlett, Hari Lodwick, Hilarie Kemp, Penny Pardoe-Matthews, Marcelo
Munoz, Kathleen Plowman, Lesley Pothan, Louise Raisin, Anne Robertson, Emily Smith, Jess Strain,
Jackie Trotter, Cathy Vaughan, Jane Vickers, Julie Whitmore
Reserves: Gillian Atkin, Dianne Gallasch, Rachel McKeever, Jane Richardson, Jane Rylands, Linda
Spinaze, Juliet Ward, Claire Weekes, Chris Woodgate
Agility (Session 4): Di Adams, Pamela Hunt, Denise Iglesias, Lucy Jesiolowski, Maureen Lewis,
Rachel McKeever, Vanessa March, Natasha Sands, Linda Spinaze, Kylie White
Obedience Trialling and Rally: Vikki Evans, Laraine Frawley, Charlie
Giles, Cath Perry, Geoff Woodman, Trish Woodman
Flyball: Vanessa March, Cathy Vaughan
Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog: Claire Weekes, Lesley Pothan,
Juliet Ward with back-up from Holly Rieger, Jill Bradfield, and Raelene
Stewart

THANK YOU

— CDC’s volunteer instructors —
Serving the Club’s community for 64 years!
The Good Companion | September 2022| Vol 34 | No 3
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Commemorating June Rowe
Honorary Life Member

~ 54 years of volunteer contributions to the Club ~
Compiled by Anne Robertson

June in 2013 at the unveiling of the
plaque naming the Clubhouse in her
honour

Honorary Life Member June Rowe passed away on 12 July 2022 at the grand age of 91. The Club
would not be what it is today without June’s unparalleled contribution and guiding influence over
five decades. The Club was honoured to contribute to June’s memorial service and in the
following pages—with the permission of June’s family—we publish extracts from the service that
document for posterity her contribution to the dog training community in Canberra.
Extracts from the family’s eulogy
June was born in 1930 in Watford, a town 15 miles north-west of London in Hertfordshire, UK. War
broke out nine years later and as a young girl June was old enough to understand things were not
good, but too young to fully understand or have any control over her situation. Rationing and air
raid sirens made a big impression on her and she shared stories of these right up until very recent
weeks.
After completing her high school education, June attended Exeter University attaining a Bachelor
of Science, majoring in Marine Zoology. June and Alan met at university and they married in 1954,
moving to Wye where Alan had been appointed as a lecturer in Agricultural Economics.
They continued their shared love of cycling around the country, camping and staying in Youth
Hostels. June loved anything to do with the outdoors, nature, animals and sea creatures and while
she never considered herself to be sporty, she loved exploring nature through her cycling,
camping and bush walking.
In 1958 they emigrated to Australia. Their first home purchase was in Campbell where they
enthusiastically developed a bare block into a beautiful garden. Here their two sons, Malcolm
and Philip were born and went to primary school. They sold their house in Campbell and moved
to Hughes at the end of 1970. The battle-axe block that backed on to bush was an absolute joy to
The Good Companion | September 2022| Vol 34 | No 3
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Commemorating June Rowe … continued
June as she cultivated a garden beyond the
official boundaries and used the bushy
backyard as a tracking training ground for the
dogs. Sharing her interests with her two sons,
Malcolm and Philip have vivid childhood
memories of being sent into the bush to hide so
the dogs would have somebody to track and
of having to collect a bucket of weeds a day
as their contribution to family chores.
Always a planner and a very practical person,
June encouraged their move to Isaacs - a
smaller block and house, close to amenities for
retirement. As you all know, she spent the last
few years at Goodwin Farrer where she
maintained relationships with old friends as well
as made many new ones.
June was a very devoted wife to Alan for 49
years; mother to Malcolm and Philip, the four
dogs – Tammy, Judy, Emma and Cinta – as well
as Tonky and Tiko the cats; a very caring
mother-in-law to Jill and Amanda; Nana to
Nathan, Adam, Dean and Elise and their
partners; and Great Nana to Chloe.
In addition to her devotion to family, June lived
a very full and meaningful life dedicating
herself to many interests – the ACT Companion
Dog Club, genealogy and gardening being
the most prominent.
The ACT Companion Dog Club was a
significant part of June’s life giving her much
pleasure and satisfaction as well as many
friends.
June first joined the Companion Dog Club in
1968 and became a member of the
Committee in 1970 as the Club Secretary,
holding that position for over 30 years. During
much of that time June was chief
administrative organiser and the ‘face of the
dog club’, taking enquiries and bookings for
new dog owners and rostering intakes to the
training classes. She was also a contributor to
the Training Sub-Committee, a Club Instructor,
Editor of the Instructor’s handbook and
instrumental in bringing in computer
technology to automate the membership and
training rosters.
In addition to the administrative work, June also
managed to train two Labradors (Tammy and
Judy) and a German Shepherd Dog (Emma)
achieving six Obedience titles and four
Tracking titles. Judy was the first dog in the ACT
to achieve the Tracking Dog title in 1979. All
three dogs were awarded the Club’s highest
The Good Companion | September 2022| Vol 34 | No 3

Above: Receiving the first of three Companion Dog
of the Year awards from President Colonel Redvers
Dunbar in 1972 in recognition of training
achievements with her Labrador Retriever
‘Tammy’ (Talirand Tamara CDX).

trophy – Companion Dog of the Year – in 1972,
1975 and 1984 respectively.
June was made a Life Member of the Club in
1976 and in 1998 was awarded the ACT
Volunteer of the Year Award in the Sports
section.
One of June’s proudest moments was in 2013
when she was recognised for her 45 years of
volunteer contributions to the Companion Dog
Club by having the building named after her:
The June Rowe Clubhouse.
She was instrumental in changing the Club’s
training philosophy in the late 1990s from the
traditional methods of negative reinforcement
to the positive reinforcement that is used
today.
At the end of the 2016 training year June
stepped down from her last remaining official
roles at the Club after 46 years.
Her contribution to the welfare of dogs went
Page |10

Commemorating June Rowe … continued
beyond the Club. In 1970, she qualified as an
Obedience Trial Steward as well as an
Instructor at all levels and in 1983 the Canberra
Kennel Association (now known as Dogs ACT)
honoured June with Life Membership. June
was a Council Member for the Canberra
Kennel Association for five years and a
member of their Obedience Sub-Committee
for six years.
Extracts from Words of Remembrance by June’s
son Malcolm Rowe
In January this year, I asked mum: “When did
you decide to stay in Canberra? Surely you
had a plan when you left England to give it a
try for X years then decide whether to return?”
She sat back and thought about it, and her
long-term memory was still as sharp as a tack
at that stage, and she told me that they never
set a time frame for that decision, and she
never remembers even discussing it.
This struck me as very un-characteristic, for a
person who planned everything in her life, as
well as those around her. So, I pressed her on
this, and her response was that they just loved
living in Canberra so much that they never
considered leaving.
Extracts from Words of Remembrance by June’s
son Philip Rowe
Mum’s enduring ‘happy place’ was the Dog
Club. I’m sure my brother and I sometimes
considered ourselves Dog Club orphans as we
were growing up, but upon reflection, I have a
lot of memories of the Club and proudly
watching Mum’s involvement during her time
there. From being an eight year old climbing
the big old pines trees and exploring the

abandoned buildings at the old Fyshwick
clubhouse while Mum was doing Sunday
morning classes, to wandering the dry and
treeless new property at Narrabundah (now
Symonston) opposite the Sundown Drive-in
Theatre before any clubhouse was there, to
taking my own dog through puppy training in a
vibrant and friendly environment.
I remember taking hundreds of phone
messages from new dog owners and helping
Mum write up cards for each new dog/person
team and sorting them into classes. I also
remember the surprise of finding a bunch of my
old childhood toys in the Club’s toybox …
Apparently, I didn’t need them anymore! As
an IT student, I remember working with Mum on
the Club computer system using software that
few IT people would even recognise today.
Maybe ... instead of being a Dog Club orphan,
I should consider myself part of the extended
Dog Club family.
Mum equally enjoyed working with her own
dogs and I remember many times walking a
predetermined path through long, wet (and
probably snake-infested) grass to lay a track for
Judy to follow, some 30 minutes later. Years
later, after Judy had finished training, I set off
through the grass and hillside to deliberately try
to evade her. Walking around in circles, across
barren ground, through water and even hiding
in a tree did not stop her finding me!
Mum was a strong-minded, well-organized and
self-disciplined person, however she was also
very caring and family-oriented. Towards the
end she took great comfort in the photos of
family, friends and pets who had all touched
her life. Keeping the family together was

Tracking with Labrador Retriever ‘Judy’ circa 1979. Judy (Kamberri
Kilda CDX) was awarded Companion Dog of the Year in 1975
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Commemorating June Rowe … continued

June with German Shepherd Dog ‘Emma’ at the Club’s present grounds in the early 1980’s

important to her and she thoroughly enjoyed
any family get-togethers with kids and
grandkids. I’m so glad that Mum got the
opportunity recently to meet Chloe, her great
granddaughter, together with Dean and Jade.
The dynasty that June and Alan have built in
Australia as part of their brave decision to
emigrate is now strong and well established,
with seven descendants. I hope Chloe’s
generation and the ones to follow look back
with admiration on the foundation that they
have forged.
Extracts from Words of Remembrance by June’s
grandson Nathan Rowe
One of my funnier memories of her when I was
a young child was when I asked her how it was
possible to train a dog when they couldn’t
understand anything we said. I remember her
telling me she would demonstrate on me how
she would train a dog so that I could
experience first-hand how it worked. She got a
clicker and a bowl of Nutrigrain and
proceeded to click the clicker in front of me
without saying anything. Unsurprisingly, I was
confused and didn’t really understand what
was going on. She kept using the clicker until I
would do something she wanted and then she
would give me a piece of Nutrigrain as a
reward. While I don’t think I showed much
promise in obedience training, I did end up
with a good story to remember the passion she
The Good Companion | September 2022| Vol 34 | No 3

had for sharing her pursuits with other people,
and how she wasn’t afraid to do things in her
own quirky way.
I was always fascinated by her obedience
training and looked forward to our trips with her
to the Dog Club. Even as a child I could tell
how much everyone respected her there and
wanted to hear her advice. Whilst I was too
young to ever witness her competing in
Tracking and Obedience competitions, I heard
her tell stories about it and was always filled
with pride about her achievements. It was only
recently that I found out she won the first ever
Tracking title that wasn’t won by a police dog
in Canberra. Now that I’m older I can
appreciate even more how talented she was
and how capable she could be at the hobbies
she loved so much.
Tribute by Anne Robertson, President, ACT
Companion Dog Club
To Philip and Malcolm, thank you for providing
the opportunity to honour June’s memory as a
Life Member of the ACT Companion Dog Club.
To quote a former President of the Club, “What
can I say about June?” (1)
June’s contribution to the Club and to the
broader dog training community in Canberra is
inestimable.
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Commemorating June Rowe … continued
Life membership is bestowed on members who
have rendered outstanding service or benefits
to the Club and June was awarded this honour
way back in 1976, six years after she joined the
Committee. She continued to render
outstanding volunteer service for a further 37
years – a singular contribution in the history of
the Club. And so, it was fitting for us to formally
name the Clubhouse in her honour in 2013
when she stepped away from active
involvement with the Club. June continued to
visit the Club on significant occasions, most
recently at last year’s Christmas Party where we
marked her 91st birthday.

June was a consummate Secretary for the Club
– providing continuity in the Club’s
management for 30 years under 10 different
Presidents. Margaret McNicol who served as
President from 1990-94 said of June: “There are
times when, without her knowledge and finger
on the pulse, we would stagger to a
shuddering halt.” (4) When June did step down
from her secretarial role in 2004, then President
Linda Spinaze wrote: “The smooth running of
the Club has been in no small measure due to
her efforts and it is hard to imagine making
decisions without her input.” (5)
June was also instrumental in guiding the Club
to adopt motivational training methods and
she served as Convenor of the Training Subcommittee from 1996 to 2002 to see these
changes through. The changes made at that
time were at the forefront of new ideas in dog
training – and the Club was one of the first in
Australia to implement a program that
balanced the needs of pet dog owners while
still incorporating trialling activities for those
members who enjoyed the competitive side of
training. This dual focus remains today as the
Club continues to evolve its approach to
rewards-based force-free training and expands
its participation in dog sports. In 1999 June
wrote: “I am sure we are going in the right
direction to provide members with the type of
training they want and need.” (6)

Above: Behind the camera in 2013. June was a
keen photographer and captured the Club’s
Comp Day winners for many years.

A distinguishing characteristic of the Club is that
it has retained a core group of passionate and
dedicated people that were directly
influenced by June – through their mutual
participation in Obedience and Tracking
training; through their development as
instructors under June’s tutelage; and their joint
participation with June on the Club’s Main
Committee and Sub-committees. Nothing
escaped June’s notice in her quest to
encourage others to volunteer – if you were a
‘do-er’ you would be ‘tapped’ on the shoulder
and find yourself training as an instructor or
serving on the Committee. One former
President remembers that the simple act of
stacking chairs in the clubhouse led to an
overture from June to join the Committee (2) …
another member let slip in conversation with
June that they had been a teacher and they
were quickly recruited to train as an instructor
(3).
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Above: Introducing computerisation to the
Club, circa 1990
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Commemorating June Rowe … continued
And time has proven her right – in preparing this
tribute fellow members have commented that
we are “immensely indebted to June for
helping the Club on the training path it follows
today” (7), “we have reaped and are still
benefitting from June’s foresight and
commitment to best practice” (8) and that
June “leaves an enormous enduring legacy
that will benefit future generations of dog lovers
for many decades”(9).

archival practice that June initiated while
Secretary of the Club.

Everyone who knew June benefitted from her
wisdom, kindness and generous spirit. She had
high expectations of herself and others. Some
have described her as formidable and a few
have admitted that, at times, they were just a
little scared of her. She was pivotal in
influencing many members to gain the
confidence to take on the mantle of instructor,
and they in turn have influenced others to do
the same. It is hard to imagine that the Club
would have lasted for 64 years without June’s
enormous contribution and it is beholden on
current members to honour and uphold her
example so that the Club continues to thrive for
many more years.

2.

We look forward to including a longer tribute to
June in a forthcoming issue of the Club’s
quarterly magazine which will be lodged for
posterity with the ACT Heritage Library – an

There is so much more to say about June but I
hope these words have conveyed the Club’s
appreciation of her dedication in the time
available today.
Notes:
1.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

President Margaret McNicol, The Good
Companion (November 1993)
Linda Spinaze, who subsequently served two
terms as President and was awarded Life
Membership
John Green, Life Member (qualified as
instructor in 1977)
President Margaret McNicol, The Good
Companion (September 1993)
President Linda Spinaze, The Good
Companion (September 2004)
Instructors Bulletin (October 1999)
Peter Hendriks, Life Member (qualified as
instructor in 2000)
Kath McQuarrie, Honorary Member (involved
in training and Dogs-As-Therapy activities for
more than 25 years)
Alison McCann (qualified as instructor in 1996)

Selected tributes by members of the ACT
Companion Dog Club
One of my best memories of June was her
strong belief in positive reward-based training
very early on. She was almost alone in the
Canberra region at the time, in promoting food
and toys as rewards in dog training. We did not
have any of the multiple resources that are
available today. Karen Pryor’s Don't Shoot the
Dog (1984) was the bible. A brilliant resource
and June weathered some criticisms for her
stance. But history has proved her right.
…
I remember June for the dedication she gave
to the Club and her vast knowledge of
everything Club-related. If we needed to know
anything June was always the ‘go-to’ person.
…

Above: A gathering of Life Members in 2013
mentored by June: Standing (L-R) - John Green
(1986), Laraine Frawley (1999), Vikki Evans (1992),
Anne Robertson (2013), Judith Barlow (2012), Peter
Hendriks (2007), June Rowe; Seated (L-R) - Joyce
Thompson (1998), Linda Spinaze (2004)
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I became acquainted with June in my early
days at CDC … when I started to trial and also
became an instructor. I spent a lot of time with
June in those early days ... at the Club
especially when I started to learn tracking with
my first dog … June was very giving of her time
and knowledge and I will be forever grateful for
that.
…
June was steadfastly proud of CDC and all it
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Commemorating June Rowe … continued
anything to eat. As this encounter was in front
of quite a lot of trial competitors in the room, it
certainly brought me down to earth about who
was in charge.
...
June had a great way of asking for things never for her personally but always for
improving the Club and its experiences for
members … [At] the old clubhouse [in
Fyshwick] I had an early phone call one
Saturday morning [from June]: “I have just seen
in The Canberra Times classifieds that there is a
pie warmer for sale – at Bungendore. The Club
really needs one, do you think you can come
around quickly and we can drive out and have
a look at it?” It lasted for some years; I am not
sure if it made its way to the new clubhouse …
June was a legend, and it is such a great
tribute that the ‘new’ clubhouse is in her name.
...

Above: June with her German Shepherd Dog
‘Emma’ captured by the Australian Government’s
Australian Overseas Information Service in 1987.
This photo is held by the National Archives of
Australia (Series A6135, Item K10/7/87/16)

stood for, much of which she had built, guided
and enabled over many decades. June was a
determined tireless worker with high
expectations of herself and others … June was
kind, generous and enthusiastic, and during a
time of significant change expertly steered
CDC into a new positive training direction.
June was truly a one of a kind. Everyone who
knew June through CDC benefitted from her
wisdom, kindness and generous spirit … she
leaves an enormous enduring legacy that will
benefit future generations of dog lovers for
many decades.
…
I remember the time (when I was a very young
and inexperienced Obedience Judge … who,
of course, knew everything), after judging an
Obedience Trial at the Fyshwick grounds, I
entered the clubhouse for lunch with very
muddy shoes on. June instantly thrust a broom
into my hands, pointed to the muddy footsteps,
and told me to clean it up before I got
The Good Companion | September 2022| Vol 34 | No 3

June was a pioneer in motivational training.
One of the key insights she had was that we
had always used motivational training to train
Tracking dogs, and it worked really well, the
dogs did much more complex tasks so much
better than the compulsion-trained obedience
behaviours. June was a pioneer in taking what
she knew from Tracking and transferring it to
Obedience.
…
I first got to know June when I spoke to her
about becoming an instructor ... I had joined
the Club the year before to train my puppy,
really enjoyed the training, and thought that it
might be interesting to see about becoming an
instructor. I spoke to June in the front office and
before I can even remember agreeing to
anything she had signed me up for the course.
No mucking around! June ran the course, and
as I soon found out, she ran most things at the
Club. In classes, while teaching us she sat up
the front on a tall stool with her notes on her
lap. She was thorough, demanding but patient,
and enjoyed asking us difficult questions and
waiting for us to struggle with the answer. I
knew that she enjoyed this because at these
times I could see her feet on the footrest
wiggling back and forth in anticipation and
excitement while we racked our brains and
tried not say something stupid.
…
June probably didn't realise what a big impact
she had on people, not just their dogs. When
she asked ... me to do the instructors course it
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Commemorating June Rowe …
changed the course of my life … it also
unlocked a love of teaching. My students ...
don't realise that 35 years later I still use some of
June's teaching tips in their ... lectures.
…
I remember saying to June one time that I
thought a mix of two dog breeds would be
fabulous (I can't remember which ones now!)
because it would blend the good
characteristics of each dog. June very wisely
said that it was also possible that the result
could be a blend of the worst of each breed,
which would not be the type of dog that we
wanted.
...
Like many, my own long association with the
Club is due in large part to June’s influence.
She ‘tapped me on the shoulder’ to become
an instructor ... and I subsequently also joined
the Committee ... My earliest memory dates
back to the year I joined the Club ... when my
dog (who was off-lead) chased wildlife passed
June’s back garden in Hughes and then when I
called him, he executed a whiplash turn and
came back to me … and I hoped so much at
that moment that June had been looking out
her back window and was pleased with what
she saw!
...
The end of an era … A couple of years back
June commented that when she attended
functions at CDC, she felt a bit like a ghost as
the majority of Club members did not really
know who she was. So, I wonder if she will now
come back as the 'ghost of the CDC'?
...
My memories of June go way back … Here's
one that always made me smile: We didn't
always have office staff so June was the
contact for new members. Margot Anthony,
wife of the then Deputy Prime Minister, called
about training their dog. She had a lot of
questions so June invited her to come to her
home for afternoon tea. June prepared
everything for the afternoon tea. When Margot
arrived, June poured the tea. Margot added
some milk and sugar, only it wasn't sugar. June
had accidentally filled the sugar bowl with salt.
June was so embarrassed. She rang me to tell
me she had nearly killed the wife of the Deputy
Prime Minister.
...

Above: June with her ‘long service’ certificate
presented in 2015

stories of the Club. Of people like Colonel
Redvers Dunbar who was a foundation
member of the Club and, while well and truly
retired, apparently insisted on still being called
‘Colonel’. I asked June if she did, in fact,
address him as Colonel. Of course not! If she
needed his attention she would harrumph in his
direction until he noticed!
…

June was very dedicated, conscientious and
hard working - all for the benefit of CDC. She
could be formidable, unbending and
downright annoying in her resolve to obey the
rules but for many years we have reaped and
are still benefitting from her foresight and
commitment to best practices in the best dog
training organisation in the ACT.
…

When I joined the Club, June was already
“old”— probably as old as I am now! She told

June was interested in the history of the Club, in
how things had come about and how they
had then changed. She understood how
quickly things could become forgotten by even
the most astute of observers. She wrote a
history of the Club and showed me a draft to
see what I thought. “It is very factual”, I said.
“What do you mean?” she asked. “There is not
enough blood”, I replied. “Given the quite
fundamental changes in training philosophy
over the years there must have been
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Commemorating June Rowe … continued
June left a lot to live up to — a
strong resilient woman!
…
June helped me to be the teacher
I am today. [She] inspired me to
keep learning and helping our
community through the work at
CDC.
...
Even though June was “old” and
even though she was interested in
what had happened in the past,
she was not wedded to it. She was
quite willing to accept new ideas in
dog behaviour and training and to
advocate robustly for their
acceptance in the syllabus. We at
CDC are immensely indebted to
her for helping the Club on the
training path it follows today.
…

Above: June with German Shepherd Dog ‘Emma’ (Bestraum
Ardra CDX TD) - 1984 Companion Dog of the Year

passionate arguments, letters to the editor, and
pistols at dawn in the Narrabundah paddock.
Where is the spilt blood?” “There was plenty,
but I am not putting it in there!” she replied.
…

What a remarkable contribution she
made to our Club and dog training. A life-long
commitment.
Further references
•

What an amazing contribution June made to
our Club and to the welfare of dogs trained
here. We’ll be forever grateful.
…

•
•

June had a huge impact not only on the Club
and many thousands of dogs — but also on the
lives of many people. She was central to
building community and gave generously of
her time and knowledge. We should all learn
from her service to others and her way of
judging people only by what they did, not who
they were or what they represented.
…
We have so many happy times to remember —
June worked so hard for the Club but we had a
lot of fun.
…

June Rowe, A history of the ACT
Companion Dog Club Inc (2002)
Patricia Looker, ‘Thank you, June’ in The
Good Companion, Vol 14, No 4
(November 2004)
Anne Robertson, ‘The June Rowe
Clubhouse’ in The Good Companion, Vol
26, No 1 (March 2014)
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“… I am sure we are going in the right direction
to provide members with the type of training
they want and need ...“
June Rowe
1999
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Getting to know your Committee
Did you know that the Club is managed by members—just like you—who put themselves forward
to serve on the Club’s Main Committee or one of the Sub– committees that organise the Club’s
many sports activities? The Main Committee is elected at the Annual General Meeting while
Sub–committees are drawn from members and instructors who participate in the various sports.
Membership and contact details for the Main Committee and Sub-committees is available on
page 4. Most of the Club’s current Committee were profiled in the November 2019, November
2020 and December 2021 issues of The Good Companion, see https://actcdc.org.au/the-goodcompanion-magazine/.
Kirstin Henderson, the Committee’s newest member, provides a little information about herself
below.

KIRSTIN HENDERSON
When and why did you join the Club?
I joined the Club in 2020 when I moved
from Blayney to Canberra. We joined
from the Greater Western All Breeds
Obedience & Agility Club. We wanted to
continue our sports training, so after
making enquiries joined CDC.
What do you like best about the Club?
The Club has such a diverse range of
people, dogs and skills, and it really
works hard to cater to everyone! Some
clubs can be a bit ‘cliquey’ but I don't
find CDC like that at all.
What type of dog do you have?
I currently only train and compete with
my Irish Terrier ‘Major’. But currently on
my couch are my elder Flat-Coated
Retriever (‘Merry Christmas’), my Golden
Retriever (‘Buggatti’) and a Cavalier
King Charles Spaniel (‘Knox’).
What attracted you to the type of dogs
or specific dogs that you have?
I love the biddable nature of the
retrievers. I love how fast they learn, their
willingness to learn and the way they
can happily do an exercise ten times
and never complain! Major, my Irish
Terrier, was going to be put down: he
had a badly broken leg and a few other
Above: Kirstin with (L-R) Merry Christmas, Buggatti, Major
issues. I saw him as a baby and it was
and Knox (Photo supplied); Kirstin and Major participating
love at first sight, so when he was offered
in Agility (Photo: Marina Kim)
to me at eight months of age I jumped at
the chance. Irish Terriers are stubborn, wicked smart and think they are funny. He has been a really
fun challenge to work with.
What Club training activities do you do with Major?
Major and I train in Rally skills and Agility. We compete in conformation shows, Rally, Obedience
Trialling and Trick Dog. We would love to have a chance to do Lure Coursing as well.
When can members find you at the Club?
I am usually at the Club midday during the week, Wednesday nights and on weekends if there is a
trial.
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Tracking Update
By Joanne Hagan—Trial Manager

Tracking Trial — 19 June 2022
From an entry of eight teams, we had three qualifiers:
•
Track 1 – Christina Sisnaiske & Ivar, Ch. Owecarose Dynamite N Flames CCD RN (White Swiss
Shepherd)
•
Track 2 – Kelli Edwards & Tigger CD REA RE TK.S (Sporting Register)
•
Track 2 – Lara Sedgmen (handler: Jake Blight) & Flick, Ch. Hanafor Iver Flickwych SWN
(Hungarian Vizsla)
Congratulations to all these teams on their success on the day! Commiserations to those who
were unable to gain a quallie card this time around but there was certainly some excellent work
on display. Thank you for your entry.
We were very fortunate to be blessed with great weather on the day, starting off lovely and cool,
with the little bit of fog lifting before the trial started and only a slight breeze blowing also.
A huge thanks to our two judges, Sandra Hassett and Jake Blight, who both spent a lot of time
helping with the preparation work leading into the trial and of course to Sandra and the other
property owners for allowing us access to the property multiple times and on the day.
Of course, our trials couldn't happen without the effort of all our wonderful stewards who spent
several days at the trial site planning tracks and mapping and prepping. Thank you to all of you
and to our other helpers and tracklayers on the day also.

Above: Fiona Straffon’s Labrador Retriever ‘Nell’ (Tenarda Nellie Bligh) working the track from the start flag in
heavy pasture conditions at the Club’s Braidwood trial on 19 June (Photo: Joanne Hagan Photography)
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Tracking update … continued

Tracking Trial — 31 July 2022

Above: Dawn on the July trial day at Braidwood
(Photo: Supplied by Joanne Hagan)

After a near perfect winter’s day (the day prior to the
trial when we did all our trial prep) we arrived at the trial site in Braidwood on trial day to a cold,
overcast and slightly windy day. Perfect conditions for the dogs! Not so much for the people.
The first tracks went out on time and the first track for the day, a Track 1, was run just after 8.30am,
setting the standard for the day with a pass and a grade of ‘Very Good’!
The last track for the day was completed by around 1.45pm. We concluded the day with
presentations and some food up at the house (out of the chilly wind) and everyone was out of
there by 3.00pm. As usual, the day was very convivial and everyone was smiling and keen to see
how the dogs all worked and celebrated with and congratulated those who passed and
commiserated with those who did not.
We saw some good success on the day with four out of the seven dogs passing and one new title
of Tracking Dog (TD) successfully gained also. The other three dogs showed some excellent work
but, unfortunately, just didn’t quite make it either to the end of their track successfully or took a
wrong turn somewhere along the way. Such are the joys and challenges of this sport.
I would like to thank our judges, Sandra Hassett and Jake Blight, for all their efforts on the day, the
day prior and in the lead up to the trial and, of course, to Sandra and her fellow property owners
for the generous use of their lovely property once again.

Thanks to Tim Swain for being our Dogs ACT representative on the day.
Many, many thanks to our intrepid stewards who spent all day Saturday planning, mapping,
walking and marking all the tracks ready for the trial on Sunday and then fronted up again early
on Sunday to steward and, in quite a few cases, compete with their own dogs also. Without all
these wonderful people, our trials would most definitely not happen and I hope you all realise just
how appreciative we all are of the time you all give towards this sport.
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Tracking update … continued
And, of course, thanks to all our tracklayers on the day also, the majority of whom were ‘unknown’
tracklayers for this particular trial. Obviously, these helpers are very important in the running of our
trials and these events most certainly could not happen without you!
Passes gained at the trial:
•
Track 1– Fiona Straffon with ‘Nell’ (Tenarda Nellie Bligh) – Labrador Retriever; and Joanne
Hagan with ‘Wanda’ (Ch Kobidan the Whole Shebang CCD RN JC) – German Shorthaired
Pointer
•
Track 3 – Christina Sisnaiske with ‘Ivar’ (Ch. Owecarose Dynamite N Flames CCD RN) – White
Swiss Shepherd (Tracking Dog title gained—congratulations)
•
Track 4 – Jake Blight & Ultra (Blackrobin Ultra CDX TD RE) – Border Collie

Above: Judges, competitors and helpers kitted out for the wintry conditions at the completion of the July trial.
Back: Michael Straffon, Fiona Straffon, Jennifer Hendriks, Jake Blight (Judge), Tim Swain
Front: Andrew de Plater, Joanne Hagan, Sandra Hassett (Judge), Christina Sisnaiske
(Photo: Supplied by Joanne Hagan)
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Training Tips
Reinforce your dog’s good behaviour
By Kathy Callahan CPDT-KA ©

The following article is reproduced from the Whole Dog Journal’s website
(https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/). It was published on 27 August 2021. The author, Kathy
Callahan, is a US-based trainer who specialises in puppyhood coaching. She is also the author of
‘101 Rescue Puppies: One Family’s Story of Fostering Dogs, Love and Trust’. You can learn more
about Kathy at https://www.puppypicks.com/.
The best training tip out there is so simple it likely
slips your mind: Catch your dog doing
something right.
We all notice when our dogs take our peanut
butter toast from the table, pull crazily on the
leash, fly onto the freshly made (and forbidden)
guest bed, or jump up on us as we’re trying to
carry in the groceries.

Behaviour Science Experiment
Just try this: Today, focus on seeing and
reinforcing all the “good” things you see your
dog do – all the behaviours you appreciate
from your dog.
•
•

But what about the rest of the time? Do we
notice when this very same pup is lying calmly
by the breakfast table? Or walking sweetly in
an unasked-for “heel” by our left knee? Or
standing out of the way while we make up that
guest bed and bring in the groceries?
Nope. We just ignore those moments.
That’s an enormous mistake – and here’s my
guess as to why so many people fail to notice,
mark, and reinforce the good stuff throughout
the day with, at the very least, some verbal
praise such as, “Nice job, Max!” It’s this:
Compared to all the “official” training you learn
in Good Dog 101 – behaviours such as sit,
down, come, stay, go to your bed, etc – the
moments when your dog is just being quietly
good seem like . . . nothing.

•

She’s making eye contact? Aw, good girl.
Talk to her.
You’re on Zoom and she’s just lying still at
your feet? Make a point to stroke her in
her favourite spot.
A delivery person rang your doorbell and
your pup listened when you asked for a sit
before opening the front door? That
warrants a tossed treat or toy.

It’s obvious to you how you want your dog to
act. It is not even a little bit obvious to your
dog, in whose natural canine culture it is
perfectly appropriate to jump up, grab any
available food, mouth everybody, and tear
stuff up. Reinforcing the behaviour you’d prefer
to see your dog display gives him a bright trail
to follow.

Hear this: It is not nothing to your dog! The
moments when he receives a reinforcer for
exhibiting a behaviour that you like are the
breadcrumbs leading him home. He needs
these clues to make sense of the random
human rules regarding canine behaviour.
Sure, that angry reaction you had to the toasttasting incident instilled some kind of learning.
But true clarity results from discovering what it is
that you actually would like to see from him via
a sweet pat, a kind word, and/or a tiny treat. If
this enjoyable attention comes to him just as he
lays down near the table, he learns, “Ah!
Everything’s always nice when I do this thing! I’ll
do this thing more.”
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Above: Relaxing quietly and ‘doing nothing’ is worth
reinforcing … a lot!
(Photo: Photography by Susan)
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ACT Companion Dog Club Inc

Annual General Meeting

The Year in Review
2021-22
The Club held its Annual General Meeting on Monday 22 August in the June Rowe Clubhouse
after two years of disruption to meeting arrangements due to COVID-19. It was great to meet in
person once again. Twenty-one members attended with 16 apologies. Reports tabled at the
meeting are provided in the following pages. The full financial statement for the year ended
30 June 2022 is available on request from the Club's office.

President’s Report
By Anne Robertson (Life Member)
This year marks the passing of our esteemed
Life Member June Rowe. June passed away
just after the end of the financial year on the
12th July. June’s contribution to the Club and
to the broader dog training community in
Canberra is inestimable.

Above: June with her Clubhouse’s commemorative plaque in 2020

June was awarded Life membership way back
in 1976, six years after she joined the Club’s
Committee. She continued to render
outstanding volunteer service for a further 37
years – a singular contribution in the history of
the Club. And so, it was fitting for us to formally
name this Clubhouse in her honour in 2013
when she stepped away from active
involvement in the Club’s management. June
continued to visit the Club on significant
occasions, most recently at last year’s
Christmas Party where we marked her 91st
birthday. June was a consummate Secretary
for the Club – providing continuity in the Club’s
management for 30 years under 10 different
Presidents.

June was also instrumental in guiding the Club
to adopt motivational training methods and she served as Convenor of the Training subcommittee from 1996 to 2002 to see these changes through. The changes made at that time
were at the forefront of new ideas in dog training – and the Club was one of the first in Australia to
implement a program that balanced the needs of pet dog owners while still incorporating trialling
activities for those members who enjoyed the competitive side of training. This dual focus remains
today as the Club continues to evolve its approach to rewards-based force-free training and
expands its participation in dog sports. In 1999 June wrote: “I am sure we are going in the right
direction to provide members with the type of training they want and need.” And time has
proven her right.
This time last year Canberra had just been plunged into a snap lock-down due to the ongoing
impact of COVID-19 – and with no other options available the Club’s 2021 AGM was held via
Zoom.
Due to government restrictions associated with the lockdown all classes and dog sports events
The Good Companion | September 2022| Vol 34 | No 3
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The year in review … continued
were immediately suspended and the Club’s
grounds were closed from the 12th August until
15th October. Organised classes did not
resume until 29th October and the Club did not
take any new bookings for the remainder of the
year in order to provide services to Term 3
members whose training had been put on hold
due to the lockdown. This, of course, had a
significant impact on the Club’s income and it
was fortunate to receive a COVID-19 Business
Support Grant from the ACT Government to
partially offset its losses. Further information is
provided in the Treasurer’s report.
Since the lifting of the lockdown, the Club’s
Committee has continued to use Zoom to
conduct its monthly meetings – as a
convenient way to manage the Club’s business
while limiting exposure to the virus. Nonetheless,
we have missed the camaraderie offered by inperson meetings and hope that we can
resume the occasional face-to-face meeting in
the coming year.
Apart from the disruption to classes and other
events due to the lockdown, the Club has
been very fortunate to maintain its volunteer
base with 81 instructors contributing to classes
across eight activities in 2021-22. While four
instructors resigned during the year, none did so
because of the impact of COVID and,
coincidentally, another four experienced
instructors opted to return to the Club in 202122 to resume their volunteer activity after some
years away. The Club’s instructors routinely
deliver 56 classes each week to help fellow
Club members achieve their training goals and
I trust that all Club members appreciate the
contribution that they make.
As instructors or as members of the Club’s
management group we hope that we make a
positive and lasting impact on the lives of other
members and this year we were given a
glimpse of how this can be revealed in the
most unexpected way: a former Club member,
Isobelle Galbraith, left a substantial bequest to
the Club in her estate. Ms Galbraith was a
member of the Club for several years from 1999
to the mid-2000s with her Silky Terrier ‘Jessie’
and she participated in the Club’s obedience
training classes during this time. She also
regularly participated in the Club’s working
bees. The bequest provides the opportunity to
consider capital improvements, maintenance
and enhancements to the Club’s facilities that
may otherwise have taken several years to
fund or been out of our reach. We are
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humbled by Ms Galbraith’s generosity and
mindful of the need to use the bequest
thoughtfully and respectfully to ensure we are
considering the Club’s present and future
needs. Further information about the bequest is
provided in the Treasurer’s report.
At the conclusion of the 2021 AGM, I was
hesitant to set goals for the 2021-22 year due to
the uncertainty of the pandemic, but I am
pleased to report that the Club made
significant progress in the following areas over
the past year despite the disruption of the twomonth lockdown:
•
We submitted amendments to the Club’s
Constitution that were agreed at last
year’s AGM to Access Canberra and
Dogs ACT and received approval from
both authorities;
•
We implemented the simplified flat-fee
membership structure agreed at last
year’s AGM;
•
We undertook major maintenance
projects to ensure that our grounds and
facilities remain usable and safe for
everyone. These projects included
upgrading the Club’s floodlighting
infrastructure; external repairs and
repainting of the Clubhouse, Workshop
and Gazebo; upgrading the Club’s
electrical switchboards; and stump
grinding multiple dead trees felled in 2020
-21. We also continued investigating costeffective options for the remediation or
replacement of the tank in the Bore
Paddock. These investigations are
ongoing.
•
We expanded the use of the Club’s new
membership management system for all
of the Club’s training activities to improve
the administration of the Club and to
streamline communication with
members.
•
We continued to progressively review the
Club’s suite of governance and policy
documents so they are all up-to-date
and fit-for-purpose. This included
developing a new Facilities hire
agreement and associated guidelines;
updating the Club’s Asset register and
maintenance plan (2022-24); updating
the Club’s Strategic plan (2021-24);
updating the Club’s Financial policy; and
developing an Information and data
management policy.
•
We successfully applied for and received
two Commonwealth Government grants
(2021 Volunteer Program and 2021
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The year in review … continued
•

•

Powering Communities Program).
We initiated investigations to support the
extension of the Club’s Crown lease to
provide long-term security for the Club’s
operations.
We conducted an in-house review of the
Club’s IT infrastructure.

In addition to the activities of the Main
Committee, the Club’s Behaviour Training and
dog sports Sub-Committees continued to
manage and develop the Club’s training and
trialling activities throughout the year. These
Sub-Committees routinely report to the Main
Committee at its monthly meetings in
accordance with the Club’s Rules for Subcommittees. In April this year the Trick Dog/
Dances With Dogs Sub-Committee successfully
hosted the Club’s inaugural Trick Dog Test and
Dances With Dogs Competition – another
milestone in the history of the Club. In June this
year the Main Committee endorsed a new Sub
-Committee to guide the Club’s Scent Work
activities and it is hoped that the Club will host
its inaugural Scent Work trial in 2023. In addition
to the 13 members of the Main Committee,
there are a further 36 Club members who
voluntarily serve on these sub-committees.
It is also heartening to report that the Club’s
Dogs-As-Therapy program has experienced a
revival since the easing of access to aged care
residences earlier this year.
The Sub-committee and portfolio reports that
follow provide further information about the
many activities and achievements of the Club
from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022.
I must also acknowledge the contribution of
our paid employees in 2021-22: Marika Mueller

who manages the office and our two junior
shop assistants Jess Charman and Amelia
Wettern. Jess provided friendly and cheerful
customer service in the Club’s shop since
February 2019 and left the Club at the end of
2021 following her 18th birthday.
On a personal level, I would like to thank all the
members of the 2021-22 Committee for their
support and contributions to the management
of the Club since the last AGM.

I would like to make special mention of our
Secretary, Penny Pardoe-Matthews, who came
onto the Committee this time last year. The
secretarial role involves co-ordinating and
compiling meeting papers, taking the
Committee minutes, recording Committee
decisions made out-of-session, tracking
business arising from the meetings, recording
incoming and outgoing correspondence, and
maintaining the Club’s business calendar. Over
the past twelve months Penny tracked 145
action items, 284 items of correspondence and
59 out-of-session decisions. This is one of those
roles that is not visible to the general
membership but is vital to the effective
management of the Club. Penny is also an
instructor, member of the Behaviour Training
Sub-Committee and also works behind-thescenes performing various building and
grounds maintenance tasks. Having improved
the various administrative systems associated
with the Secretary’s role Penny has decided to
step back from the Main Committee and is not
seeking re-election. On behalf of the current
Committee, I would like to expressly thank
Penny for her commitment to the role and her
forbearance under pressure over the past
twelve months. I appreciate that it has not
been easy at times to juggle personal and Club

Judge Loretta Rabbitt (NSW) briefs some of the competitors at the Club’s
inaugural Trick Dog Test held on a bracing autumn day in April
(Photo: Anne Robertson)
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demands.
I am pleased to advise that the remaining members of the 2021-22 Committee are willing to
continue to serve the Club in 2022-23.
I would also like to acknowledge the contribution of the following Sub-committee Convenors who
have supported the Main Committee during the past year:
•
Laraine Frawley (Life Member) – Obedience Trialling and Rally
•
Jake Blight (Life Member) – Tracking

Behaviour Training
By Lesley Pothan (Convenor)
The Behaviour Training program (BTP) provides the Club’s entry level classes for new members and
is the core business of the Club. The Behaviour Training Sub-committee (BTSC) manages all
elements of the BTP.
In 2021, Term 3 Behaviour Training (BT) classes were suspended after 4 weeks due to a COVID-19
lockdown. All Term 3 classes were repeated in Term 4 once the lockdown ended to enable
members to satisfactorily complete their level. This significantly affected the Club’s ability for an
entry level intake in Term 4. In 2022, the Club provided BT classes for Term 1 through to Term 3 with
no interruptions apart from the odd rainy days.
For the financial year 2021-22, the Club welcomed 253 new members to the BTP Foundation level.
Bookings for new terms fill quickly, for Term 3 - 2022 online bookings opened in the morning of 5
July and closed later that day as classes were full.

Behaviour
Training Classes

FY 2021-2022

FY 2022-23

Term 3
2021

Term 4
2021

Term 1
2022

Term 2
2022

Term 3
2022

New members

84

0

81

88

88

Returning members

237

320

213

224

244

Total

321

320

294

312

332

No of classes

33

33

33

34

35

No of instructors

28

28

29

29

24

Session managers*

3

3

3

3

3

*Session managing is undertaken by Instructors
As there are only 48 Instructors available to take classes each term, the Club relies heavily on
Instructors to take multiple classes during a term and to take classes in multiple terms (often more
than the required two terms). Ideally, we would like to share the load more broadly with
additional BT Instructors and/or be in a position to offer more classes to members.
As you are all aware, the Club is a volunteer organisation and all of our instructors are volunteers
with a passion for dog training and helping others to achieve their goals with their dogs. Each year
we endeavour to run an Instructor’s Training Course to increase the number of current BT
Instructors as well as ensuring we are maintaining a core base of instructors. The BTSC gained six
new instructors following the 2021 course and we have eight trainee instructors undertaking the
2022 course. In the past year we also welcomed back three experienced instructors after a long
hiatus from Club membership and bid farewell to four instructors due to work, relocation and
retirement.
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This year the BTSC has:
•
Reviewed and discussed the outcomes
of the 2020 BT instructors survey. A
number of the recommendations from
the review have been implemented or
are in the process of being further
developed.
•
Continued to review and update the
Instructors Manual in preparation for
publication on the Instructors section of
the website later this year.
•
Provided continuous learning/
professional development for existing
instructors – in part funded by the
successful volunteer grant received in
January this year. These funds have
enabled the subsidisation of course and
workshop fees for Club instructors.
•
Initiated instructor get-togethers and
workshops. We have successfully
delivered:

FDSA Webinar by Nicole Wiebusch
– ‘5 Games to Build Connection
Between You and Your Dog’.

Hooper’s Workshop conducted by
Lisa Wright from Canine Education
Australia. Hoopers is a new canine
sport which is fun and low impact
with individual running of dogs
catering for dogs who struggle to
participate in group classes.

Organised two workshops to be
conducted by Alexis Davison in
September 2022 – (i) Unchase and
(ii) Building Super Reliability.

Subsidised attendance by Club
Instructors at Barbara Hodel’s
Teenage Dogs workshop hosted by
ABCDOG and held on the Club
grounds.
•
Commenced a trial in Term 3 this year to
send out homework and handouts to BT
class participants electronically reducing
the amount of paper consumed thereby
reducing our carbon footprint as well as
costs to the Club. Dog Biz Pro, the Club’s
new member and class management
system, has enabled emails to be sent to
members individually or by class.
•
Analysed information obtained via
member and dog profiles completed by
new members during the 2021 calendar
year. This information is invaluable in
understanding the priorities and hopes of
Club members when joining the Club. This
information will be used to further tweak
and update the BTP to ensure we are
addressing members’ needs.
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Above: Labrador Retriever ‘Venice’ learning the
rudimentals of Hoopers with coaching from Lisa
Wright of Canine Education Australia
(Photo: Anne Robertson)

The BTSC plays a vital role in the smooth
running of BT classes and I would like to thank
members of the BTSC who have contributed
over the past 12 months. Your support is very
much appreciated. Many thanks to you all:
Anne Robertson, Hilarie Kemp, Jackie Trotter,
Penny Pardoe-Matthews, Kerry Deans, Jess
McNamara-Rice, Kath Hallam, Julie Whitmore
and Sophie Dunstone.
As well, and most importantly, I would like to
recognise our BT instructors for their invaluable
role. Without these amazing people the Club
could not operate as it does and so special
thanks to all our instructors for their time, effort
and continuing support over the last 12 months.
You make the Club what it is today.

Obedience Trialling and Rally
By Laraine Frawley (Convenor)
The Obedience Trialling and Rally Subcommittee organises classes for those handlers
from the Behaviour Training program who may
be interested in teaching their dogs some finer
obedience skills and perhaps be interested in
competing (trialling) in official Australian
National Kennel Council (ANKC) trials in Rally
and/or Obedience with their dogs in the future.
Classes are run both in Obedience and Rally
on Wednesday mornings and Thursday
evenings. To help our handlers who have come
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from Behaviour Training classes to attain these
additional skills, a Skills class is run at both
Wednesday and Thursday training sessions.
Once handlers and their dogs have
adequately mastered these skills they are
moved out of the Skills class into the
Obedience and/or Rally classes. This year we
have had some new handlers move up to the
Rally classes and successfully tested their skills in
official trials. They even discovered it was not as
scary as they initially thought and both they
and their dog enjoyed themselves.

equipment needs setting up and catering for
judges and stewards needs to be provided.

We have managed to run classes to cater for
both new handlers starting on their Obedience
or Rally journeys and the established handlers
who are competing regularly and moving
through the trialling classes either with their
experienced dogs or bringing on a new dog
and just starting to compete. Doing this requires
making sure we have six instructors each
session. These instructors also are training and
competing with their own dogs so I am very
grateful to all those instructors who have given
their time and fronted up to take classes session
after session. Without you we could not run
classes.

For all of this I thank both my fellow Subcommittee members, judges and all those
other handlers and Club members who give
their time to help us run events. It can’t be
done without you.

In addition to running classes, the Obedience
Trialling and Rally Sub-committee runs four
double Rally trials a year plus five Obedience
trials. This requires contacting around 24 or
more judges both from the ACT and interstate
and getting contracts signed, submitting the
correct paperwork to Dogs ACT and
advertising the events. Stewards need to
volunteer to give up their day so that handlers
can compete with their dogs and catalogues
need to be compiled so competitors know
when they are to compete. On the day
Below: Shetland Sheepdog ‘Bramble’ performing
the Stand at a Rally station during class practice
(Photo: Anne Robertson)

The Club has had a number of members
successfully compete with their dogs over the
past year and we have been lucky that most of
the competitions have been able to go ahead.
A couple of our contracted judges have been
unable to attend either through sickness or
because the weather prevented travel but at
the last minute extra judges stepped in so our
events could take place.

Agility
By Linda Spinaze (Convenor)
Following the end of the COVID-19 lockdown
at the end of October last year, Agility classes
have returned to a semblance of normality.
Additionally, most trials have been held,
although with some limited numbers, and often
without the shop open for refreshments.
However, this year’s Easter trial and the June
long weekend trial were pretty much as per
normal, which has been a huge relief for the
local and extended trialling community.
Classes have continued to be held on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, with an
additional Novice class on Sunday afternoons,
and a Skills class on varying weekdays,
depending on instructor availability. We have
seven classes per week in the winter session
with 80 hander/dog teams registered to
attend. We offer an extra class in the other four
sessions during the year when we conduct a
Level 1 class. Our classes continue to start at off
-set times to avoid crowding in the Agility
equipment shed. This was instigated as a
COVID-19 social distancing measure and
although start-times can be confusing at the
beginning of term for some handlers it is
generally working well.
We have needed to upgrade or replace a lot
of our equipment this year, and we thank the
Main Committee for approving this
expenditure. This has included re-surfacing all
the contact equipment, buying a second-hand
off-set weaver set for training, purchasing a
new set of timing gates, purchasing a new
tunnel, re-fitting the spread hurdle, and
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Our instructors have done a brilliant job of
encouraging everyone to explore various ways
to train their dogs and to get the most out of
their performance. Congratulations on a job
well done, and thank you for the many hours
that you contribute to the Club.
Many thanks also to the Agility Sub-committee
– Dana Simonsen, Wendy Stewart, Kylie White,
Steph Windsor, Cheyne Fischer, Emma Easton
and Karen Hobson. It has been a fabulous
team to work with during this year and we look
forward to working together in the coming
year.

Flyball
By Vanessa March (Convenor)

Above: Inaugural recipient of the ‘Ace It’ award,
Emma Easton and ‘Ace’, with Bernadette from the
Brain Tumour Alliance Australia at the mock Agility
trial in June
(Photo: Vanessa March)

ordering a new tyre. The tyres that we bought
a few years ago do not stand up to dogs
crashing into them, but hopefully the new ones
are more durable. Many of our tunnels have
multiple small holes in them, so they will not last
very long at the high rate of usage that our
equipment experiences.
Our trials have been enormously successful this
year, usually exceeding our expected
competitor numbers. This is due to many
handlers trying to catch up for the many missed
trials over the past two years. Our two-day trials
over Easter and the June Long weekend were
particularly popular with handlers as far away
as southern Victoria, South Australia, the midnorth coast of New South Wales and
Queensland.
An additional very successful mock-trial was
held in mid-June in order to encourage
handlers at the lower levels to start trialling and
to raise awareness and funds for the Brain
Tumour Alliance Australia. Our thanks to the
judges who donated their time on the day –
Geoff Woodman and Helen Mosslar. Over
$1,000 was raised, and there are plans to
repeat the event in 2023.
Currently the Agility Sub-committee is
considering purchasing smaller prize ribbons for
trials in order to keep costs down.
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The 2022 Flyball calendar has certainly looked
a lot healthier than the 2020 and 2021
calendars with clubs filling in many spots on the
weekends with racemeets.
2022 saw the welcome return of the ACTEW
AGL Canberra Show as well as the 2021
Australian National Flyball Championships
(hosted by the Belconnen Dog Obedience
Club) finally being held earlier this year.
Mother nature has played havoc for some of
the NSW racemeets, with rain and floods
causing a few cancellations. But that has not
dampened our spirits!
Club members have attended 11 racemeets so
far for this calendar year. With a combination
of X-Factor (6) and open (9) format teams, for
the first time since I started competing with the
X-Factor family back in 2017 we have
managed to send two teams to some of these
racemeets which has been super-exciting.
Of the racemeets attended, the X-Factor team
has been hitting the highs, with the biggest
highlights:
•
A double first place in Division 1 - ACTEW
AGL Royal Canberra Show (two one day
competitions) with best times of 17.827
and 17.997 seconds (X-Factor)
•
First place in Division 2 - 2021 Australian
National Flyball Championships – with a
best time of 17.272 seconds (X-Factor)
•
First place in Division 1 and overall team
champions - ACT State Titles - Winter
Classic – with a best time of 18.765
seconds (X-Factor 2)
This year we welcomed seasoned race dogs
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Above: ACT State Titles team. L to R: Back row – Louis Larcan, Emma Easton, Vitaliy Yermachkov; Front row –
Cathy Vaughan & Ember, Marina Kim & Austin, Vanessa March & Charlie & Pippa, Rosie Milton & Dan,
Kate Jarvis & Luka
(Photo supplied by Vanessa March)

who decided to join Team X-Factor - Dan and Tazzi (Rosie Milton), Dexter and Reggie (Alice
Richards), Garth (Justin Allen) and Luka (Kate Jarvis). They have been a great asset in helping us
run in the Regular Division.
With the addition of these competitors, we were able to spread them across two teams at the
Club’s annual MAYhem racemeet, which again was a huge success. Our Regular Division team, X
-Factor, starred Dan, Garth, Austin, Erin, Charlie and Ember – coming second in Division 1 with a
best time of 17.818 seconds. Our Open team, CBR X-traordinary, starring Pippa, Luka, Lochie,
Dexter, Reggie and Tazzi – came first in Open Division with a best time of 21.140 seconds.
We have seen some amazing progress with our trainees: Hope (Kylie White) and Ember (Cathy
Vaughan) having proven themselves in the racing lanes gaining their first Flyball titles. We look
forward to their continued progress in their racing career in the coming months.
Our other trainees have been making fantastic personal progress – Pepper and Tabasco (Hari
Lodwick), Maxwell (Vitaliy Yermachkov and Marina Kim), Rook and Willow (Louis Larcan and Kate
Jarvis), Kobe (Janine Fabre), Harvey (Kate Freeman) and Kismet (Caroline Pappas).
In addition to the great racing season, we have been super fortunate to gain some sponsorship
for the team with fabulous support from Janine Fabre Photography and Animal Naturals Australia.
Thank you to the Flyball Sub-committee – Vanessa March, Cathy Vaughan, Hari Lodwick and
Mick Fordyce and to our wonderful trainee handlers.
We look forward to all the teams heading onwards and upwards in the 2022-23 season.

Dances with Dogs and Trick Dog Training
By Juliet Ward (Convenor)
Since we started holding Trick Dog classes only a couple of years ago our classes have grown and
developed and become more advanced. Our members have either attained titles or have
begun to get qualifications towards their first titles and many have enjoyed contributing to
organising Trick Dog and Dances With Dogs (DWD) events.
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Warrigal Queanbeyan Nursing Home. These
have been very well received with requests to
return when we can.
We established two new perpetual trophies for
Trick Dog activities at the Club – one for
encouragement and the other for
achievement – to complement the existing
trophies for DWD presented at the Club’s
Annual Awards at the end of each year.

Above: Moving forward in ‘straddle’ position at the
inaugural Trick Dog Test in April
(Photo: Kristina Sands)

Our Sub-committee welcomed new members
Tara McLaughlin and Cherie Wilkinson in
September 2021 and Lesley Pothan joined us
earlier this year. Our new members bring an
array of skills and have a keen interest in
understanding how dogs learn and applying
this understanding to their approach to
training.
With so much interest in classes, we have
expanded and now offer classes on Monday
evenings at the Club as well as Tuesday
evenings in the Pavilion at the Queanbeyan
Showgrounds. We have welcomed new
instructor Claire Weekes along with Lesley
Pothan and have started using the Club’s
membership and class management system
Dog Biz Pro to organise class rosters.
Trick Dog Tests continue to be very popular and
fill up fast whenever they open. Thanks to our
trial manager Raelene Stewart with help from
the Sub-committee and other members, the
Club hosted its inaugural Trick Dog Test and
DWD Competition in April. It was a success
because so many people contributed with
practical assistance, advice and support.
We learnt a lot on the job and look forward to
our next events in September. Club
members successfully competed at other tests
and competitions including those hosted by
the Belconnen Dog Obedience Club (BDOC)
over the past year.
Some of our members have provided DWD and
Trick Dog demonstrations for the residents at
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The Club, along with our BDOC friends,
performed DWD and Trick Dog demonstrations
at A Pooch Affair in early July. The Club –
represented by Jenny Scott with Ribbon, Kylie
Hughes with Miku and Tara McLaughlin with
Missy Blue – got into the Gatsby theme while
demonstrating their Trick Dog skills. Club
member Natasha Sands with Nebula and
Niccola Hardaker with Sully (BDOC) also
performed in character while they danced with
their dogs for the crowd.
The Canberra community and beyond are
noticing our talents and invitations to perform
at other upcoming events – including
community markets and celebrations – are
being considered.
On a more sombre note, September 2021
marked the passing of Tony Turner. Tony
introduced Dances With Dogs to the Club in
2010 and was instrumental in its adoption as a
Club activity and as an Australian National
Kennel Council dog sport. Tony remained an
Honorary Instructor with the Club following his
relocation to the mid-north coast of NSW in
2013. Valé Tony.

Tracking and Scent Work
By Maxine Robinson (Liaison)
The sport of Scent Work has continued to
develop in the ACT this year. In spite of COVID19 limiting activities at times there have been a
number of trials held in the ACT, NSW and
Victoria and many Club members and their
dogs have attended these trials and gained
successes. Club members assisted as stewards
at a number of trials and at training for judges.
The two new Australian National Kennel
Council judges appointed in 2022, bring the
number of local judges in the ACT to four and
this will assist clubs to run regular trials.
While the Club was not able to run a trial this
year it was able to provide its facilities to the
ACT Gundog Society to conduct two trials. This
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included the first Masters level vehicle element
trial conducted in Australia.
Many of the handler and dog teams who
achieved Scent Work Novice titles in 2021 have
gone on to achieve Scent Work Advanced
titles and to begin to compete in the Scent
Work Excellent and Masters classes.
The Club has recently established a Scent Work
Sub-committee and its members are busy
planning trials and events to support the
development of the sport in the ACT.
The Club has also continued to provide John
Sam (Canberra Nosework Training) with access
to the clubhouse to conduct private classes in
Noseworks®.
The Tracking season commenced in April as the
weather cooled. The Club hosted the annual
Introduction to Tracking workshop on 4 May,
which was well attended in person and by
Zoom. Several handler and dog teams
attended the subsequent practical session on
14 May. The Tracking Sub-committee also ran a
steward’s course in May that provided an
understanding of the role of a steward, how to
lay tracks and a greater understanding of the
ANKC Rules for the conduct of tracking trials for
attendees. The intermediate practical day on
23 July at Braidwood, for handler/dog teams
getting ready to trial, was well attended.
The Club ran its first Tracking Trial in three years
on 19 June. Three of the eight teams qualified.
The tracking conditions were wet underfoot

and the day was windy but there was some sun
for the competitors, stewards and judges. The
second trial was held on 31 July, on a cold,
overcast and slightly windy day – described as
perfect for dogs but not so much for handlers.
There were four qualifiers from the seven
entries, including one Tracking Dog (TD) title.
The Tracking trials were possible because of the
work of the stewards and judges who gave up
at least one extra day to set out tracks with the
stewards then also helping the judges on trial
day. Thanks to our ACT judges Sandra Hassett
and Jake Blight. A special thank you to Sandra
Hassett and her fellow property owners for
allowing the Club to use their Braidwood
property for the trials.
As the Main Committee’s liaison officer for
Scent Work and Tracking I would like to extend
my personal thanks to Wendy Hathaway,
Naarilla Hirsch, Julie Cutts, John Sam, Jake
Blight, Sandra Hassett and Joanne Hagan for all
their valuable assistance during the past twelve
months. Also, my appreciation to the many
Club members who have given advice and
encouragement as the Club continues to
support and develop these scent-based sports
in the ACT.

Dogs As Therapy
By Lesley Pothan (Co-ordinator)
The Club’s Dogs-as-Therapy program restarted
in March-April of this year after another COVID19 related lockdown. It takes a little longer for
aged care residences to open to visitors and

Below: Kelli Edwards and ‘Tigger’ competing in the first Tracking Trial for the season in June—held at a
property in Braidwood (Photo: Joanne Hagan Photography)
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volunteers after a lockdown period because of
the vulnerability of residents. Residences have
continued to have risk mitigation protocols in
place for visitors and our team members have
become adept at taking RAT tests.
Our teams have been very warmly welcomed
back by residents and staff alike.
During 2020 and 2021 our team numbers
dwindled as we were unable to accept new
teams to the program. However, since
resuming our activities we have had lots of
interest in the program, and at the beginning of
August we
have 24
active
teams.

residencies monthly for many years: St Andrews
in Hughes, Fred Ward in Curtin, Jindalee and
Mountain View in Narrabundah, Carey
Gardens in Red Hill and Uniting Amala in
Gordon. In August this year we start monthly
visits to Warrigal Queanbeyan as well as
discussing dates for starting visits to Goodwin in
Monash.
The more teams we have the more homes we
can visit and bring pleasure to the older
residents in the Canberra region.
Next year, the Dogs-as-Therapy program will be
celebrating
a major
milestone –
the program
will have
been
operating
for 35 years!
Now that’s
impressive.

Many thanks
to the
following
members
and their
beautiful
dogs for
If you are
giving up
interested in
their time to
joining the
contribute to
group and
this very
your dog is
Above: Beryl Sipes’ Bailey is the ‘poster’ dog for Dogs-as-Therapy on
the Club’s website (Photo: Anna Mayberry)
worthwhile
at the
program:
Graduation
•
Ali Berlioz-Nott & Lulu
level of the Behaviour Training program, has a
•
Anne Faulconbridge & Pippa
good calm temperament, and enjoys meeting
•
Annette Martin & Libby
people then please contact the office
•
Beryl Sipes & Bailey
contact@actcdc.org.au and become a
•
Christina Erwin & Zali
member of this small but dedicated group of
•
Janet Ramsay with Will & Donny
the Club.
•
Janine Fabre & Kobe
•
Jenny Scott & Ribbon
Events and Promotions
•
Kara Mullarvey & Miss Barkley
By Barbara Gough (Co-ordinator)
•
Kath McQuarrie with Rocky & Hope
•
Kristina Pye & Baxter
This year’s report, similar to last year, continues
•
Laura Fleitas & Cooper
to reflect the impact that COVID-19 has had on
•
Linda Hall & Archie
the Club’s outreach activities and the broader
•
Lynn Anne & Rosie
community. This particularly impacted
•
Marcelo Munoz & Paxi
attendance at events.
•
Maria Rhodes & Ebony
•
Mike Lynch with Maisie & Indy
Planned participation at the mid-year 2021 A
•
Neale and Margaret Prescott & Coco
Pooch Affair event was cancelled as the
•
Nicole Swan & Benson
format of this commercial event changed to
•
Nina De Caritat & Rocket
exclude any presentations by dog sports. As
•
Penelope Ovington & Paddles
the event was being held in a smaller venue
•
Sharon Haines & Venice
and at the height of a COVID-19 resurgence,
•
Sharon Kelly & Rosie
the Club declined to host a stall. A further
•
Terri Keough & Jasper
event for A Pooch Affair was planned for
December, however the format excluded
We have been visiting the following aged-care
presentations and the event fell on the same
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Some of the Club’s Drill team after their
performance at A Pooch Affair in July
(Photo: Anne Robertson)

day as the Club’s Christmas party, so the Club
chose not to participate.
The Club’s annual in-house calendar this year
was a look back at the history of the Club. This
was the first time the format of the calendar
took a walk down memory lane. It included
photos of past and present members and their
dogs across all dog sports. Special thanks to
Anne Robertson for going through the Club’s
archives to find the photos and to Neale
Prescott and Vanessa March for co-ordinating
the calendar’s production and promotion.
By the end of 2021, life seemed to be getting
back to normal and we were pleased to host
the Club’s Christmas party on 12 December. It
was a wonderful return to a normal event and
once again Annual Awards were presented to
handlers and their dogs to recognise their
achievements. The Drill Team gave a small
Christmas-themed display and thanks to many
donations a raffle was held to raise funds for
the Club (see photo at right).

day.
The DWD/Trick Dog team performed a ‘chorus
line’ showcasing many of the tricks and routines
they have learned through DWD and Trick Dog
classes. For many of the handlers it was their first
time presenting in front of an audience, which
can be a bit intimidating, especially as the
performance area was in a central location,
surrounded by stalls and people seated with
their dogs watching. Our participants provided
a wonderful co-ordinated performance that
showcased their skills. Thanks to Raelene
Stewart for co-ordinating and Lesley Pothan for
her team support and excellent public
commentary on the day.
The Club’s Drill Team also performed on the
day with a 10–15-minute display of heeling to
music including close work, pivots and stays,

In early July this year the Club participated in
the winter A Pooch Affair event. This was held in
the Budawang Pavilion at EPIC – a much larger
venue and a return to an inside event, which
was appreciated by many in the wintry
conditions. The Club had a stall at the event.
Much thanks to volunteers, Anne Robertson,
Lesley Pothan, Juliet Ward and Neale Prescott
who manned the stall through the event and
answered many dog-related questions and
advised visitors about the Club’s activities. The
event attracted about 1500 visitors during the
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followed by individual and group tricks. The
display was appreciated by the audience who
congregated around the performance area. In
particular, onlookers loved the tricks performed
by the team.
Special thanks to all members of the Drill Team.
It takes lots of practice to ensure our dogs are
comfortable with each other as well as working
together in front of an audience that includes
unfamiliar dogs. These events and
demonstrations are always a crowd pleaser
and promote the Club, and more importantly
the fun you can have and the benefits of
training with your dog.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 is still with us and we
do not know the impact this may have in the
coming months. However, the Drill Team have
a tentative arrangement to perform at
Floriade’s Dogs Day Out event on Saturday 16
October. Both the Club’s DWD members and
the Drill Team are also scheduled to perform at
the Hall Village Christmas Fair on Saturday 19
November which should be a fun event.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the
Club’s promotional events this year and we
look forward to even more fun in the coming
months and into next year.

ActSmart Recycling
By Heather McPherson (Co-ordinator)
Below: Jenny Scott and Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel ‘Ribbon’ performing at A Pooch Affair
with a 1920’s Gatsby theme
(Photo: Anne Robertson)

In March 2022 the Club received its annual
reaccreditation under the ACT Government’s
ActSmart Business Recycling Program
(www.actsmart.act.gov.au). This is the seventh
year that the Club has satisfied the
Government’s recycling and waste
management standards.
During the year the Club also continued its
fundraising efforts under the ACT Government’s
Container Deposit Scheme (CDS) by
encouraging members to donate their
containers to the Club. In the past twelve
months the Club has earnt just over $575 by
depositing more than 5750 containers under
the scheme. Members can drop a bag of
eligible containers to the Club or deposit
containers in one of the big yellow CDSbadged bins (the ones with the round hole in
the front of the lid). The CDS bins are located
by the workshop and in the clubhouse and
should not be confused with the yellow lidded
mixed recycling bin. Please ensure only eligible
badged 10c containers are deposited in the
bins – no coffee cups, wine bottles, paper or
poo bags (ugh!). Alternatively, members can
donate eligible containers at the ACT
Government’s Return-It facilities (see
www.returnit.com.au). Our CDS account
number is 0262957764 – easy to remember as it
is the Club’s phone number!
Thank you for your ongoing support for the
Club’s CDS and recycling efforts.

Grounds Maintenance
By Heather McPherson (Co-ordinator)
The frequent moderate rain this past year has
kept the Club’s grounds green and looking
fabulous over the warmer months and into
autumn and winter – a source of envy for local
and interstate visitors participating in dog
events. A downside of this is the never-ending
task of filling the holes dug by rabbits in order to
minimise the safety risk to members and their
dogs. Bags of soil have been placed around to
grounds to allow members to actively fill the
holes as they appear.
Complete Turf and Landscaping continue to
undertake the mowing of the grounds and
weed management with a minor impact to the
mowing schedule due to COVID-19 absences
among contract staff.
A major project undertaken this year was to
replace the remaining 25 metal halide
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The year in review … continued
floodlights with LED sports ground lights as well
as replacing five rotting timber light poles that
had reached the end of their serviceable life
and posed a safety risk. The halide lights were
originally installed in the 1980’s and had
become inefficient to run compared to
modern LED lighting. They also contained
hazardous mercury, had become unreliable
and were no longer serviceable. The Club was
successful in receiving grant funding of $11,000
under the Commonwealth Government’s 2021
Powering Communities grant program to fund
the upgrade of 13 of the 25 metal halide flood
lights. The Main Committee approved
additional funding to support the replacement
of the remaining metal halide floodlights,
upgrade electrical circuits in the clubhouse
and Agility shed, install an additional light pole
in the Flyball paddock and replace the rotted
timber light poles with metal poles. The total
project cost was $53,000 of which $11,000
came from grant funding and the remainder
from the Club’s cash reserves. The work was
undertaken by local specialist company
Accurate Electrical in December 2021.
In March this year the Club hosted a visit from
Mr David Smith MP, Federal Member for Bean,
who presented the Club with a framed
certificate to acknowledge our success under
the grant program. David was very interested
to learn more about the wide range of dog
training and sports activities supported by the
Club and to see how the Club had benefited
from the Powering Communities grant.

Exterior repairs and repainting of the clubhouse,
workshop and gazebo were completed by
Cured Painting giving these buildings a muchneeded facelift. The downpipes and guttering
on the workshop were also replaced by
Enhanced Plumbing and Gas to improve
drainage.
We held a working bee in January to weed
and remove leaf litter and branches around
the front carpark and clubhouse. Over the year
we have taken many trailer-loads of leaf litter
and other green waste to Corkhill Bros for

Works underway on the Narrabundah Lane verge to
improve safety for Club members
(Photo: Anne Robertson)
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The year in review … continued
recycling. Thank you to everyone who has
assisted with the general grounds work,
including picking up the odd tree branch and
raking and bagging fallen leaves.

significant spike in activity when Behaviour
Training enrolments open each quarter.

During the year six panels of diamond-grid
matting were laid around the tap in the
Narrabundah paddock, then covered with a
sand and gravel mix. This will better manage
water runoff and erosion damage to the area.
Diamond-grid matting across other parts of the
grounds was also topped up with the sand and
gravel mix.
TreeWorks were engaged to trim and remove
large tree branches around the grounds and to
grind several stumps in the Home Paddock.
Following receipt of an inspection notice from
Evoenergy, the Main Committee approved
funding for the trimming of tree branches close
to powerlines at the front of the grounds. This
work will be undertaken once arrangements
are in place to turn off power to the electricity
lines.

The Main Committee also committed funding
of $16,610 to grade and lay road base on the
front verge of Narrabundah Lane to improve
safety for Club members. This much needed
work wase undertaken in July 2022 by
Complete Turf and Landscaping.

Website and Social Media
By Vanessa March (Co-ordinator)
The Club continues to maintain an online
presence through its website and Facebook
page.
Since 1 January 2022 the Club’s Facebook
page has reached 26,564 people and we
gained 403 new likes to the page (bringing the
overall total to 2772 likes). Regular posts are
published to promote Club activities and
provide advice about class cancellations.
The Club’s new website, launched in March
2021, has bedded down and responsibility for
routine content updates is now being
undertaken in-house resulting in cost-savings to
the Club. The Club has retained Icarus Industrial
Design to provide professional support for the
maintenance of the website including
technical updates to plug-ins and other
software, regular site backups and more
complex aspects of content management.
Both the Facebook page and website see a
The Good Companion | September 2022| Vol 34 | No 3

Paws Shop
By Katrina Morton (Manager)
It was wonderful to be able to welcome
everyone back to the Club this year. My
heartfelt thanks go to everyone who has
supported the Paws Shop during this time of
disruption.
During the Club’s Agility trials in April and June,
the ACT Government’s health directions
permitted the Shop to recommence sales of
both hot and cold beverages and food. As
usual our BBQs were very warmly welcomed by
competitors.
The suppliers of the Club’s leads, collars,
harnesses, treats and other shop stock have
again been very helpful with enabling us to
keep price rises to a minimum. If there are any
products that members would like the Club to
stock, we will do our best to source the best
price, or if you feel that there is anything that
needs to be addressed shop-wise, please let
me know so that I can take the necessary
action.
We have handmade tug toys and various sizes
of snuffle/forage mats which are always in
demand by Club members.
Jess Charman has left us at the end of 2021
following her 18th birthday and Amelia Wettern
has taken on both the Thursday evening and
Sunday morning shifts while continuing to
pursue her school studies. With Amelia’s bright
and bubbly personality, she continues to serve
our members with a smile.
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The year in review … continued
My warm thanks to the Club’s Office Manager,
Marika Mueller, for helping members with shop
sales during office hours.

see me when I am at the Club or leave a
message at the office.

For those who do not know, I am an ACT
Justice of the Peace and am at the Club on
Wednesday mornings and some Thursday
evenings if JP services are required. You can
also leave a message for me at the Club
Office.

By Heather McPherson
(Co-ordinator)

Clubhouse Maintenance
By Katrina Morton (Manager)
We continue to have the clubhouse, workshop,
Agility shed, shipping containers and seating
monitored for rodent activity and treated for
spiders and other hazardous pests twice a year
by Keith’s Pest Control.
I would also like to thank Andrew McLean
(Enhanced Plumbing and Gas), Brendon
Cotterill (BMC Electrical), Matthew Clynch
(Gutter Clean) and the cleaning team from
LEAD who have provided services to the Club
to ensure all our maintenance needs have
been met.
LEAD employs people with a disability who, with
the support of a supervisor, visit the Club every
Tuesday morning to sweep, mop and vacuum
the clubhouse and empty the rubbish and dog
waste bins – an unpleasant job at the best of
times. Please make their job a bit easier by
always putting your waste in the liner bag in the
bin and putting the lid securely back on the
bin. The team enjoy meeting Club members
(and their dogs) so please take the time to say
‘hi’ and ‘thanks’ if you are on the grounds
when they are working.
My continued thanks to the Club’s Office
Manager, Marika Mueller, for keeping me
informed of any issues regarding repairs and
cleaning in and around the Clubhouse and
grounds. If you have any concerns about the
maintenance of the Club’s buildings or if you
see anything that may need attention, please

Security

After several years with no major security
incidents, it is
disappointing to report
that the Club’s 30-yearold box trailer
(containing a load of
green waste) was stolen
from the Club grounds
on Friday 31 December
2021. The perpetrators
used bolt cutters to cut
through the latch on the
front vehicle gate and
the padlock securing the
trailer. The theft was
reported to ACT Police
with CCTV footage provided of the
perpetrators and their vehicle. Unfortunately,
the vehicle’s number plates were concealed. A
notice of the theft was also posted on the
Club’s Facebook page. Disappointingly, the
trailer had recently been fitted with new tyres
and bearings as well as being rewired with new
tail lights installed. To our surprise, ACT Policing
located the old trailer in Belconnen at the end
of April. It was returned to the Club, with a new
paint job, the addition of a jockey wheel and
without its original load of green waste.
Secom continue to monitor the security of the
Club grounds. As an ongoing security reminder,
members are reminded to lock your vehicle
when at the grounds and to store valuables out
of sight. Also ensure the carpark vehicle gates
are locked when there is no activity on the
grounds. If you are the last person to leave the
carpark, remember to shut and lock the gate –
even if you expect other people to use the
Club later the same day. If there is a car in the
carpark when you are ready to leave – and
you don’t know whether the car belongs to an
instructor or other Club official (look for the
green sticker!) – please check with the owner
before you leave to ensure that they will lock
the gate. If the owner is not an instructor or
Club official, you may ask them to move their
car before you leave.

Work Health and Safety
By Anne Robertson (Co-ordinator)
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The year in review … continued
In 2021-22 the Club continued to monitor the
ACT Government’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic and updated its COVID-19 Safety
Plan and operations to ensure compliance with
public health directions. During the lockdown
from 12 August to 15 October 2021 when the
Club’s grounds were closed, members were
provided with advice on how to discover onand off-leash exercise areas and self-guided
walks in their local regions and additional links
to recommended online training resources. The
current COVID-19 Safety Plan (stage 7b) was
issued in February 2022 and remains in force.
My thanks to Lesley Pothan for taking the lead
in drafting and maintaining the plan since its
inception in June 2020.
Each year the Club undertakes an inspection
of the Club’s buildings, facilities and other
amenities to identify work health and safety
issues and to prioritise actions to mitigate risks.
During the 2021-22 year significant progress was
made on a number of issues including:
•
Finalisation of emergency evacuation
procedures and signage
•
Eradication of weed growth and snake
habitat in the bore cage in the Bore
Paddock
•
Erection of a mower barrier around the
gas cylinder
•
Replacement of exterior lights on the
clubhouse with motion-sensor lights
•
Repairs to the external fabric of the
gazebo, clubhouse and workshop
including repainting of all structures
•
Replacement of cracked and chipped
glazing panels on the clubhouse
•
Removal of trip hazards in the instructors’
car park
•
Placement of first aid kits in all buildings
on the grounds
•
Remediation of external and internal
door locks and closers to the clubhouse
building
•
Decluttering of the storeroom, workshop
and Obedience Trialling shipping
container
•
Installation of a battery-operated light in
the new shipping container.
•
Grinding of tree stumps around the
grounds to remove trip hazards
•
Upgrading of the clubhouse and Agility
shed power boards to meet safety
standards
•
Replacement of rotting timber floodlight
support poles with metal poles
•
Replacement of inefficient metal halide
floodlights with LED panels
•
Monitoring and management of ant nests
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Above: During the 2021 lockdown we left the
grounds unmown. The grasses and clover
flourished—growing so much that even large
dogs were at risk of getting lost in the ground
cover (Photo: Anne Robertson)

•
•
•

in high traffic areas on the grounds
Improvement of lighting in the Instructors
car park
Treatment of mould in the Obedience
Trialling shipping container and
installation of a ventilation system
Provision of subsidized Club-badged
clothing for instructors and Dogs-asTherapy team members.

While these activities varied in their complexity,
collectively they have improved the amenity
and safety of the Club’s facilities.
My thanks to the following Committee
members for undertaking or co-ordinating
these activities: Sharon Haines, Wendy
Hathaway, Heather McPherson, Katrina Morton
and Penny Pardoe-Matthews. The following
local businesses undertook the major works that
required specialised skills: Cured Painting,
Enhanced Plumbing and Gas, Accurate
Electrical and TreeWorks.

Annual Awards
By Anne Robertson (Co-ordinator)
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The year in review … continued
After the disruption to the presentation of the
Club’s perpetual awards in 2020 due to the
impact of COVID-19 on dog sports events, the
awards resumed in December 2021 with both
2020 and 2021 trialling and training
achievements being taken into account when
deciding the award recipients. Neither the
Tracking Achievement or Tracking
Encouragement awards were presented in
2021 as the tracking season in 2020 and 2021
had been adversely impacted by COVID-19
restrictions. On a more positive note, the Club
established two new perpetual awards for
encouragement and achievement in the new
sport of Trick Dog and these were presented for
the first time in December 2021.
Nineteen other perpetual awards were also
presented.

The December issue profiled the members of
the 2021-22 Committee and included all the
reports tabled at the 2021 Annual General
Meeting – topics that normally appear in the
abandoned September issue. The March issue
recorded details of the Club’s 2021 Christmas
celebration and Annual Awards.
The magazine is available in full colour on the
Club’s website and 250-300 copies of each
issue are printed for distribution to Club
members across all its activities. My thanks to
members of the Main Committee, Subcommittees and other contributors for
continuing to provide reports and articles
about the Club’s activities for the Good
Companion. It is this content that helps the
magazine continue to provide a chronicle of
the life of the Club for current members and for
posterity – something it has been doing
continuously for almost 50 of the Club’s 64
years.
Thanks to the foresight of Life Member and long
-serving Club Secretary the late June Rowe,
many early copies of the Club’s magazine
have previously been deposited with the ACT
Government’s ACT Heritage Library. Work
continues to identify the gaps in the Library’s
collection and to upload the missing issues to
the Library’s digital collection through the
national e-deposit scheme (https://
ned.gov.au/resources/about.html) so that it
holds a comprehensive social history of the
Club.

Library
By Anne Robertson (Liaison)

Above: The new Trick Dog trophies

Magazine
By Anne Robertson (Editor)
Like other Club activities, the publication of the
Club’s Good Companion magazine was
interrupted by the COVID-19 lockdown at the
beginning of Term 3 in 2021. Three issues were
published during the 2021-22 year in December
2021, March 2022 and June 2022.
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After a two-year hiatus due to COVID-19, the
Club’s Honorary Librarian, Karen Haines,
completed a stock take of the Club’s
Instructors Library in June this year. The Library
has been built up over sixty years and contains
almost 1400 items. New resources continue to
be added to the library through acquisitions
and donations while older titles are retained to
provide historical insights into the evolution of
learning theory, training approaches and our
understanding of dog cognition. A cull of
duplicate older items was undertaken in 2019
to provide more space for newer material. My
thanks to Karen for her assiduous management
of the Library.
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Liz Lynch ~ A CDC story
By Mike Lynch, Honorary Instructor
Liz and Mike Lynch have been members of the Club’s Drill Team for several years, but both have
been associated with the Club for much longer. In memory of Liz, Mike has kindly provided
recollections of their involvement with the Club and the dogs that shared their life together.
Liz Lynch, a member of the Club since the early
1970s, died on 9 August 2022 from an
aggressive cancer diagnosed in early April
2022. In her final weeks, Liz was planning how
she could ‘escape’ from the hospice and
come and visit her doggy Drill Team friends at
the Club on a Sunday morning. Sadly it was
not to be. Also in the final weeks, several
members of the Drill Team and their dogs
visited Liz at the hospice. Liz was really touched
by this lovely, thoughtful gesture.
Going way back in the mists of time to the early
1970s when Liz joined the Club with her dog
‘Taffy’ (a rather excitable and loveable
mongrel) the Club was situated at Tennant
Street in Fyshwick, which at that time had more
paddocks than buildings. The somewhat
ramshackle clubhouse had at least a 15
degree lean, which complimented the gently
sloping training grounds.

two rather surprising don’ts: don’t smoke in
class or while training, and don’t drink
intoxicating liquors before class! The 1970s
were certainly wild and woolly days! And the
1970s were also the days when the main
training tool was the slip collar (also known as a
choke or check chain).
There was also a different mix of dogs at the
Club, with bigger dogs being in the majority.
There was always a good number of German
Shepherds, Rottweilers and Dobermanns on the
training grounds. As for Poodle crosses, well
excuse me!

Training was undertaken, as it is today, on
Sundays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, with the
Instructors at that time being a rather
formidable lot, who were all into the serious
business of Obedience Trialling. Woe betide
anyone who turned up late for class! From
Beginners class onward there was a lot of
barking out of the instructions – not to mention
a lot of ‘marching’ to and fro.
The Club magazine at that time mentioned
some training Do’s and Don’ts which include
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At some stage with Taffy dog, Liz and Mike
Lynch became a couple. But then sadly Taffy
was involved in a traffic accident. However,
being dogless didn’t last long as Liz had set her
heart on acquiring a Dobermann. So this is
when ‘Tasha’ (a one year old) entered Liz’s life
with Mike being given responsibility for training
activities! This ultimately led to Mike becoming
an Instructor at the Club in 1981.
Tasha lived to the ripe old age of 14½. Once
again being dogless didn’t last long, as Liz had
decided she wanted a Schnauzer or two and
so ‘Tuppence’, a Miniature Schnauzer puppy,
and Jenna, a seven year old Standard
Schnauzer – and an American show champion
with cropped ears – became part of the Lynch
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Liz Lynch … continued
family. Liz had some how or other found out that
Jenna was going for free from a breeding kennel
in Victoria. Many happy dog training/activity
years followed. By now of course the Club was at
its present location and positive reinforcement
training was the new normal.
Both Schnauzers lived to ripe old ages and so it
was in about 2010, following Liz’s investigations,
that ‘Indy’, a Poodle-Schnauzer cross, was
rescued from a puppy farm in Victoria and
‘Maisie’ a Poodle-Maltese cross was acquired
from a small dog rescue home in outer Sydney.
With Indy and Maisie, it gave Liz and Mike the
opportunity to try their hand at Agility where they
found that both dogs were rather good. Then, in
recent times, both dogs became part of the
Club’s Drill (demonstration) Team. Also during this
period Liz had a hip replacement operation
which did, indeed, slow her down to some
degree!
Liz had some of her last Sunday training sessions
earlier this year. Liz enjoyed the friendship of the
Drill Team members – a really nice ‘pack’ of
people and dogs. And as is apparent, Liz had a
fondness for dogs (as well as for Mike).
Mike continues, with Indy and Maisie, to
participate in the Drill Team activities.
Top: Liz with Jenna (left) and Tuppence (right)
Bottom: Liz with Indy (in arms) and Maisie (on
sofa)
(Photos supplied by Mike Lynch)

NEW

The Club Shop now stocks Australian-brand Big & Little
Dogs All-rounder dog harnesses. The harness features
a buckle at the neck, so that it doesn't need to go
over the dog’s head as well as two side buckles. It
also has two points of attachment for the lead—a ring
on the back and a ring on the chest to provide a little
extra control while teaching your dog to walk nicely
on lead. The non-restrictive design is an ideal choice
for puppies and adolescent dogs.
The Club Shop also sells Freedom No-Pull harnesses
which are ideal for older dogs. The Freedom No-pull
harness also has two points of attachment.
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The 2022 Dunbar Awards
The Dunbar Awards were introduced in 1973 and are
named in honour of Colonel Redvers Dunbar (1900-1985) –
an obedience and tracking judge and conformation judge
of the Gundog and Terrier breeds. Colonel Dunbar strongly
believed that “dogs with the requisite breeding
background benefitted from exposure to the two broad
paths of canine development: betterment of the breed
through competition in the show ring and obedience
work”. He practiced what he preached and achieved
great success with his Labrador Retrievers in Conformation,
Obedience Trialling, Tracking and Non-slip Retrieving.
Colonel Dunbar’s three Labradors were all awarded the
Club’s highest award—Companion Dog of the Year:
•
Woodlark Wimmera (‘Laird’) in 1960
•
Ch Ramah Royal Archer CDX (‘Bow”) in 1968
•
Ch Ramah Royal Dee UD (‘Dee’) in 1978
Colonel Dunbar was an Honorary Life Member of the
Canberra Kennel Association (now Dogs ACT) and the ACT
Companion Dog Club, where he served as President for
nine years (from 1963-1972). The Awards are administered
by Dogs ACT and funded by the ACT Companion Dog
Club.
These awards are presented at Dogs ACT’s Annual General
Meeting to honour the dual achievement of dogs that have
succeeded in both Conformation and Obedience Trialling
competition. Eligibility criteria are codified in Dogs ACT’s
Regulations (Part 8 – Obedience & Agility, section 8.14), see
http://dogsact.org.au/about-us/rules-and-regulations/ and
applicants must submit their applications by 31 July each
year.
The three levels of the awards are Bronze for dogs that have
gained their show Championship and Companion Dog (CD)
title; Silver for dogs that have gained their Championship and Open (CDX) title; and Gold for
dogs that have gained their Championship and Utility Dog (UD) title. Samples of the awards are in
the Club’s trophy cabinet in the clubhouse and the Gold medallion is shown above.
All of this year’s recipients are Club members. Congratulations to:
BRONZE MEDALLION
•
Karen Hore’s German Shepherd Dog Ch Hillmagic Platnum Nokosi CD RE
•
Nicole Fallon’s Spanish Water Dog Ch Incavale Shes Got The Booty CD
SILVER MEDALLION
•
Judith Barlow’s Brittany, Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid CDX RM QND ORA ADM JDM ADO
GDX SDX SPDM JC TK.S
GOLD MEDALLION
•
Anne Walkington’s Labrador Retriever Dual Ch (RO) Chergari Silent Night UD RAE NRA
So, if you are involved in dog showing with your pedigree dog—and want to maintain the Club’s
tradition of the Dunbar Awards—get involved in the Club’s Obedience skills class to start your
journey towards glory!
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Jinx’s Dunbar journey
By Anne Walkington
It is a rare achievement for a dog/handler team to attain the Dunbar Award’s Gold medallion—
requiring not only a Championship title in the show ring but also a Utility Dog (UD) title in the
Obedience Trialling ring. UD requires precision performances against national standards in heeling,
position changes, distance work, scent discrimination and long duration stays and minor ‘missteps’
can result in a heart-breaking non-qualifying score.
This year Anne Walkington and her Labrador Retriever Dual Ch (RO) Chergari Silent Night UD RAE
NRA (‘Jinx’) gained their Utility Dog title and the Dunbar Award’s Gold medallion—having
previously attained their Bronze and Silver medallions. No doubt Colonel Dunbar would have been
thrilled to see a Labrador demonstrating the “betterment of the breed” through this achievement.
In the following article Anne Walkington shares Jinx’s journey towards the Gold medallion.
I bred Jinx, who was born December 2017, and
I couldn’t be prouder of our achievements,
particularly as I believe a Labrador Retriever
should not only meet the breed standard but
should also be able to work. Jinx gained her
Conformation/Show title at 19 months of age in
2019, all the while going
through basic
obedience training.
Also, in 2019 Jinx started
on her Obedience and
Rally competition
journey. Jinx has always
been keen to please and
wanting to be a part of
everything we do to the
extent that it can cause
her a bit of anxiety. Some
obstacles were fixed
over time with the
introduction of retrieving
a ball as a reward.
However, we are still
working on our stays out
of sight which can cause
her to make a little bit of
noise, but she doesn’t
break her position.
As to Jinx’s
achievements, well where do I start….
Jinx started trialling in Obedience in June 2019
and got her Community Companion Dog
(CCD) title the following month with two 1st
places and a 2nd place. In August 2019 she
attained her Companion Dog (CD) title for the
Dunbar Award’s Bronze medallion with two 1st
places and a 3rd place. In November 2020 Jinx
gained her Companion Dog Excellent (CDX)
title (Dunbar Silver medallion) with two 1st
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places and a 2nd place. Then it was the long
haul to attain her Utility Dog (UD) title which she
did in April this year also with two 1st places
and a 2nd place.
While doing all that Jinx also excelled in Rally
trials and on the rare
occasion she didn’t get a
pass it was usually my
fault. We started Rally in
June 2019—at the same
time as Obedience—
and steadily made our
way through the levels.
Jinx gained her Rally
Champion title in
November 2021.
Jinx also competes in the
Retrieving Ability Test for
Gundogs (RATG) in which
she attained her Novice
title in just three trials. We
are working on getting
her Open title, but her
keenness to get out to
the dummy particularly if
it is in water is proving a
challenge as she doesn’t
think she has to wait for
me to tell her to go! We
have also just started in Trick Dog tests and
have one Starters pass from one entry.

As I said at the start, I couldn’t be prouder of
our quirky Jinx, Dual Ch (RO) Chergari Silent
Night UD RAE NRA. I feel so privileged to have
bred and trained this beautiful girl who is a
huge part of our family.
Photo: Anne and Jinx with their three medallions.
An outstanding achievement.
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Obedience Trialling and Rally
By Laraine Frawley — Convenor
Classes are held on Wednesday mornings and
Thursday evenings for both Obedience Trialling
and Rally.
These classes prepare handlers and their dogs
to compete in Australian National Kennel
Council-sanctioned trials. Once your dog has
the required number of qualifications (usually
three at the lower levels) you can apply for
your title which means the dog gets letters after
its name—just like a university degree! At the
lowest competition levels this is CCD
(Community Companion Dog) in Obedience
Trialling and RN (Rally Novice) in Rally.
For handlers in Behaviour Training classes who
are interested in teaching their dogs the skills
necessary to perhaps compete, there is an
introductory Skills class on both Wednesday
mornings and Thursday evenings which are for
any team who has completed Consolidation
(Level 2) or above. Class times can be found
on page 64.
A key difference between Rally and

Obedience Trialling is that in the sport of Rally
signs tell you what to do and you can talk to
your dog whereas in Obedience Trialling the
judge tells you what to do and, other than
giving your dog hand and voice cues, you
remain silent.
Look at the information on our website at
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/obediencetriallling and https://actcdc.org.au/activities/
rally for more information. Contact the Club
Office at contact@actcdc.org.au if you are
interested in joining the classes.
UPCOMING TRIALS
Want to see what Obedience Trialling and Rally
look like at competition level? There will be a
daytime Obedience Trial from 9.00am on
Saturday 24 September (hosted by the Club
and the ACT Gundog Society) and an evening
Rally Trial from 6.00pm on Saturday 8 October.
Spectators are welcome. Please leave your
dog at home to avoid distracting the dogs
while they are competing.

Rally in action (Photo: Carmen Kong)

Results from the Rally Trial — 18 June 2022
Trial 1 Judge Ms Shanelle Corben (NSW) - Novice
1st
Mrs S Jeffries ‘ SHARLEA LEILANI ADX JDX 99/100
2nd Ms N Hardaker’s LLANDAFF STERLING SILVER FSS TKS (WELSH CORGI (CARDIGAN)) 95/100
3rd Ms S. Whymark & Mrs S. Hine’s CH. GAMECALL AUTUMN COLOUR CASCADE (HUNGARIAN
VIZSLA) 90/100
Q
J Scott’s RIBBON (CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL) 82/100
Q
Maureen Lewis‘s REALTIN MISTER (BORDER COLLIE) 81/100
Trial 1 Judge Ms Shanelle Corben (NSW) - Advanced
1st
Mr R & Ms A White’s KERODAN WICCA SPIRIT CDX RE SWN TKS ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD GDX
SDX (BORDER COLLIE) 97/100
2nd Ms S Howie’s CALLICOMA SUZUKI BANDIT RN (AUSTRALIAN KELPIE) 95/100
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Obedience Trialling and Rally … continued
3rd
Q

Miss C Sisnaiske & Mrs K Gordon-Hunt’s CH. OWECAROSE DYNAMITE N FLAMES CCD RN
(WHITE SWISS SHEPHERD DOG) 87/100
Gemma Godwin’s GIDAY RIPCURL RORY (POODLE (STANDARD)) 80/100

Trial 1 Judge Ms Shanelle Corben (NSW) - Excellent
1st
Jake Blight’s BLACKROBIN ULTRA (AI) RA CD (BORDER COLLIE) 99/100
2nd Mrs S Jeffries‘s AEKAE MY T FLICK RN. CCD (AUSTRALIAN KELPIE) 97/100
3rd Mr R & Ms A White’s KERODAN WICCA SPIRIT CDX RE SWN TKS ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD GDX
SDX (BORDER COLLIE) 96/100
Q
Alex Mateer’s BELLA RA SWN. TK.N. HTM.S FS.S 87/100
Q
Floyde Gilbert’s FINN CCD CD RA 86/100
Q
Mrs K Minton’s DRUANN JUST FOR FUN CDX RA (GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG) 83/100
Trial 1 Judge Ms Shanelle Corben (NSW) - Masters
1st
Kellie Edwards’s TIGGER CD RAE TK-S 98/100
2nd Laraine Frawley‘s TRI (NEUTER) CH (R) (O) MORNINGMYST LORD OF THE ISLE UD RAE ORA
SPDX JD ADX GD (GOLDEN RETRIEVER) 98/100
3rd AJ & CE Kaspura’s LEISUREVIEW MONTAGUE KERR CD RAE (CAVALIER KING CHARLES
SPANIEL) 97/100
Q
Laraine Frawley’s MORNINGMYST REFLECTIONS (AI) CD RAE TKS SWA (GOLDEN RETRIEVER)
97/100
Q
Vikki Evans’s LOKABE RHYTHM II CDX RM RAE JD ADX SD GD TKS (AUSTRALIAN KELPIE) 96/100
Q
Anne Walkington’s DUAL CH (RO) CHERGARI SILENT NIGHT UD RAE NRA (LABRADOR
RETRIEVER) 96/100
Q
Anne Walkington’s DUAL CH (RO) NEUT CH RIFTINTIME BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY CDX RAE ORA
(LABRADOR RETRIEVER) 95/100
Q
Melinda Ford’s INCAVALE GALLIANO DANDY MAN (LAGOTTO ROMAGNOLO) 94/100
Q
Ms P Rowley’s KIRRAMURRAY UR ROWLEY SHADOW CCD RM (BORDER COLLIE) 89/100
Q
Miss A Mccann’s ETHERIAL WANDANA DON (AI) CD RE (BORDER COLLIE) 87/100
Trial 2 Judge Mr John Green (ACT) - Masters
1st
Laraine Frawley’s TRI (NEUTER) CH (R) (O) MORNINGMYST LORD OF THE ISLE UD RAE ORA
SPDX JD ADX GD (GOLDEN RETRIEVER) 97/100
2nd Vikki Evans’s R CH LOKABE RHYTHM II CDX RM RAE JDX ADX ADO SD GD TKS (AUSTRALIAN
KELPIE) 96/100
3rd Laraine Frawley’s MORNINGMYST REFLECTIONS (AI) CD RAE TKS SWA (GOLDEN RETRIEVER)
95/100
Q
Mrs A Walkington’s DUAL CH (RO) NEUT CH RIFTINTIME BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY CDX RAE ORA
(LABRADOR RETRIEVER) 95/100
Q
Melinda Ford’s INCAVALE OBSESSION (LAGOTTO ROMAGNOLO) 95/100
Q
Ms P Rowley’s KIRRAMURRAY UR ROWLEY SHADOW CCD RM (BORDER COLLIE) 94/100
Q
Melinda Ford’s INCAVALE GALLIANO DANDY MAN (LAGOTTO ROMAGNOLO) 92/100
Q
Kelli Edwards’s TIGGER CD REA RE TK-S 90/100
Q
Catherine Perry’s BECKVIEW BRAMBLE THE BEAU CD RE SWN (SHETLAND SHEEPDOG) 89/100
Q
AJ & CE Kaspura’s LEISUREVIEW MONTAGUE KERR CD RAE (CAVALIER KING CHARLES
SPANIEL) 88/100
Q
Miss A Mccann’s ETHERIAL WANDANA DON (AI) CD RE (BORDER COLLIE) 87/100
Q
K A Hore’s CH HILLMAGIC GOLDEN CALYPSO AZ CCD RM (GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG
(LONG STOCK COAT)) 86/100
Judge Mr John Green (ACT) - Excellent
1st
Jake Blight’s BLACKROBIN ULTRA (AI) RA CD (BORDER COLLIE) 99/100
2nd Mrs S Jeffries’s AEKAE MY T FLICK RA. CCD.(AUSTRALIAN KELPIE) 98/100
3rd Alex Mateer’s BELLA RA SWN TK.N HTM.S FS.S 97/100
Q
Mr R & Ms A White‘s KERODAN WICCA SPIRIT CDX RE SWN TKS ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD
GDX SDX (BORDER COLLIE) 96/100
Q
Mrs N Davies’s PENDLVIEW ADVENTURING AGAIN RA CCD JD (GRIFFON BRUXELLOIS) 95/100
Q
Mrs C Medveczky’s CH NEGRESCA INTENSIVE LE DEVINE RA (POODLE (STANDARD) 90/100
Q
Mrs K Minton’s DRUANN JUST FOR FUN CDX RA (GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG) 88/100
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Obedience Trialling and Rally … continued
Q
Q

Floyde Gilbert’s FINN CCD CD RN RA 87/100
Carolyn Low’s TRIXI RA 81/100

Trial 2 Judge Mr John Green (ACT) - Advanced
1st
Ms S Howie’s CALLICOMA SUZUKI BANDIT RN (AUSTRALIAN KELPIE) 100/100
2nd Mr R & Ms A White’s KERODAN WICCA SPIRIT CDX RE SWN TKS ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD GDX
SDX (BORDER COLLIE) 99/100
Trial 2 Judge Mr John Green (ACT) - Novice
1st
Mrs S Jeffries’s SHARLEA LEILANI ADX JDX (PUG) 100/100
2nd Ms S. Whymark & Mrs S. Hine’s CH. GAMECALL AUTUMN COLOUR CASCADE (HUNGARIAN
VIZSLA) 91/100

Results from the Obedience Trial — 10 July 2022
Utility Dog Excellent – Mr Charlie Giles (ACT)
No qualifiers
Utility Dog – Ms Sue Howie (ACT)
1st
Ms K Hobson’s Border Collie, O CH LIFESONG
OUT OF THE ABYSS UD TK.S SWN TD JD AD 196/200
2nd V Grzeszkiewicz’ German Shepherd Dog,
ALLINKA VERSACE AZ CDX 195/200 (Title)
Companion Dog Excellent – Mr Charlie Giles (ACT)
1st
Victor Grzeszkiewicz’ German Shepherd Dog,
UHLMSDORF RUSSIAN ROULETTE (A1) CD AZ
BSC1 197/200 (Title)
2nd Laraine Frawley’s Golden Retriever,
MORNINGMYST REFLECTIONS (AI) CD RAE RM TKS
SWA 196/200
3rd Vikki Evans’ Australian Kelpie, R CH LOKABE
RHYTHM II CDX RM RAE JDX ADX ADO SDX GD
TKS 175/200
4th Mrs L Watcham’s Shetland Sheepdog, BECKVIEW
DELIGHTFUL LILLY CCD CD 170/200

Above: Heeling in action
(Photo: Maelyn Draper)

Companion Dog – Ms Cheryl Neal (ACT)
1st
Eve Ryan’s Labrador Retriever, KUVEN A GREAT CHOICE 193/200
2nd Mrs N Davies’ Griffon Bruxellois, PENDLVIEW ADVENTURING AGAIN RE CCD JDX AD 188/200
3rd Janis Price’s Border Collie, TARYJA DREAMTIME CCD RN RA 179/200
Community Companion Dog – Ms Cheryl Neal (ACT)
No qualifiers

Retrieving a dumbbell ‘on the flat’
- an Obedience Trialling exercise (Photo: Lara Sedgmen)
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Do you have a photo you’d like to
share with other members through
The Good Companion?

Above: Labrador Retriever ‘Maya’ discovered the new winter sport of Ice Frisbee on the grounds
in late June after a -5 degree morning froze the water in the dog water bowls. Being a keen
gundog, Maya had no trouble retrieving the frozen disc. What a clever girlie!
(Photo: Heather McPherson)
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Term Two (2022) Results
Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so
that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue.
Results are based on available documentation.

FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION
Alice Hathorn & Toby
Amanda Bruce & Lucky
Amy Pal & Roxy
Angela Valencia & Mochi
Anna Reiner & Rupert
Anne Robertson & Eliwort
Ashley Kemp & Groover
Barbara Sullivan & Caddie
Bonnie Parry & Micah
Brendon Duncan & Tilda
Brendon Santleben & Ralph
Bronwyn Spackman & Aliaa
Cameron Wendell & Whiskey
Camila Paloma & Milo
Cara McNally & Lucy
Caroline Comparelli & Arlie
Carolyn Szczepaniak & Mishka
Cathy Moloney & Tayto
Ciaran Holmes & Zuri
Des Davis & Momo
Elizabeth Hazlewood & Earl
Elizabeth Lockley & Toast
Elizabeth Thomas & Billie
Emily Ireland & Bentley
Heidi Birkby & Marty
Helen Palma & Nikki
Helene Connor & Zorro
Ian McNair & Mollymook (Molly)
Jacob Hoffmeyer & Max
Jana Pretorius & Tilly
Jane Lake & Rapha
Jing (Allen) Qian & Bagel
Jo Piper & Addi
John Lovell & Luke
Joseph Hulm & Mildred
Judith Ion & Juno
Julia Agostino & Roxy
Justine Hall & Kika
Karen Fisher & Rufus
Karina Christensen & Levi
Katerina Broad & Cosmo
Kathy Ehmann & Lola
Katrina Cristofani & Lucy
Kelly Bennet & Roxy
Lauren MacLachlan & Winston
Libbi, Maggie and Abi Wilson & Charlie
Libbi, Maggie and Abi Wilson & Lola
Lisa Farrall & Remus
Louise Whitting & Reggie
Margaret McCawley & TicTac
Maria Levtova & Bell Andersen
Marianne Lovelock & Una
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Mathew Stramandinoli & Lola
Mel MacDonald & Kobe
Meredith Joslin & Euca
Michelle Williams & Bailey Clark
Misty Harris & Milo
Monica Wheatley & Koda
Naomi Langmore & Delphi
Natalie Aked & Beru
Natalie Aked & Ophnbark E Boots 'Boots'
Pernille Kardel & Billabong
Peta Nightingale & Enzo
Ray Pollard & Bundy
Ross Boyd & Spike
Sheree Fleming & Frank
Stephen Yeomans & Rusty
Sue Lucey & Izzy
Sue MacLeod & Charlie
Tamara Korsten & Laki
Veronika Pasalic & Daisy
Yvonne Pino & Winnie
Zsofia Erdos & Fred
CONSOLIDATION TO GRADUATION
Aimee Harvey & Elmo
Amy Smith & Comet
Andrew McCalman & Oolong
Angela Waring & Buddy Waring
Chelsea Blunt & Hipley
Dirk Brammell & Mac
Donna Fraser & Odie
Emma Collins & Mac
Jacqui Lovatt & Kermit
James Mount & Pip
James van Meurs & Kip van Meurs
Janice Peh & Charlie Cottonball
Jeni Webster & Xero
Jess McNamara-Rice & Merlot
Jessica Gear & Darcy
Julie Cutts & Finley
Julie Young & Luna
Kate Freeman & Marshall
Kelly Sweeney & Bear
Kerrianne Hill & Ollie
Kylie Hughes & Stevie
Leesa Jess & Hunter
Les Kiraly & Tiko
Mikhala Harkins-Foster & Ernie
Mingxia Wang & Snowball
Morgan Spinks & Max
Nancy Amarat & Huckleberry
Natalie Aked & Yeti (Lafayette)
Natalie Shadwell & Loki
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Term 1 results … continued
Petrina McFarlane & Planhaven Nordic
Sundowner (Sully)
Quinyi Raymond (Zhang) & Charlie Bear
Radha Emmadi & Sophie
Remi Chapman & Miffy
Ruth Payne-Chapuis & Milou
Sarah Angus & George
Sarah Schipilow & Minnie
Steven Green & Penny
Sue Kowalski & Bentley
Tahni Schlimbach & Lola
Toma Sriubiskyte & Shanti
Tracey Heidemanns & Zuko
Veronica Doerr & Kiwi
GRADUATION TO COMPANION
Alan Ley & Luna
Amanda Wareham & Ziggy
Brianna Keyes & Moseley
Brianna Watts & Deckard
Catherine Fry & Finnan
Charlotte McMichael & Eddie
Chris Klootwijk & Maukie (Henry)
Christina Erwin & Dexter
Claire Weekes & Ari
Courtney Lees & Artemis
David Williams & Chloe
Donna Fraser & Halley
Emilie Morscheck & Darcy
Freda Grinham & George
Heather McPherson & Maya
Jena Mendoza & Brandy
Jill Bradfield & Possum
Johannah Wilson & Euca
Julia Duff & Piper

Karen Flegg & Mel
Kate Freeman & Harvey
Kate Millhouse & Moss
Kathryn Taylor & Valiant
Kathy Le Mesurier & Frankie Jo
Kirsten Volz & Buddy
Kylie Hughes & Miku
Lauryn Angel & Jett
Lisa Bellicanta & Alby
Megan Hinchley & Sam Hinchley
Melusha Robson & Radar
Michael Carr & Jhana
Monica Ferguson & Scout
Nicole Dickson & Arlo
Nina de Caritat & Rocket
Pele Cannon & Phlox
Penelope Ovington & Paddles
Ruth Van Ierschot & Ivy
Timothy Easdale & Leo
Zoe Leonard & Rai
Zsuzsoka Symonds & Millie
COMPANION I TO COMPANION II
Bernardo Camejo & Remy
Glenn Condie & Lorelei
Janet Mathewson & Cooper
Jill Howlett & Strudel
Katherine Reber & Dakota
Kim Garrett & Benedict
Lucy Minehan & Winston
Michelle Welch & Fin
Norma Davie & Zane
Sarah Shepherd & Bella
Tania Ralston & Emmie

Thanks to all Club members who bank with Beyond Bank and who have nominated the Club to
receive an annual ‘community bonus payment’.
This year Beyond Bank has donated $1,995.77 to our Club. This
will help us deliver and maintain the Club’s dog training
services and facilities for members. The more the Club’s
Beyond Bank members save in their Community Reward
Accounts, the more Beyond Bank will donate to the Club
through its annual reward program.
Open an account today, nominate the Club as your recipient organisation, keep saving and it’s
a ‘win - win’ for you and the Club. Want to know more?
Go to www.beyondbank.com.au/reward.
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Committee Notes
The Club’s Main Committee meets on the last Tuesday of every month (except December).
Copies of committee minutes are available on request from the Club’s Secretary.
Some of the matters discussed at recent meetings are noted below. ©

28 June 2022
•

•

•

•
•

As part of the rolling revision of the Club’s
governance framework we agreed to
review the following documents: Code
of conduct for Committee members, sub
-committee members and instructors
(October 2018), Procedures for dealing
with an alleged breach of the Code of
conduct for Committee members, subcommittee members and instructors
(draft, October 2018); Dog arousal and
aggression policy (July 2016); and Rules
for sub-committees (2018). An October
timeframe was set for the Code of
conduct to coincide with
annual membership
renewals for these
membership categories.
We noted that Club
Librarian Karen Haines had
completed the 2022
stocktake of library
resources. There are a
considerable number of
missing items and
instructors will be contacted to help with
the recovery or replacement of these
items.
We noted the Treasurer’s report for the
period 1 July-31 May with year-to-date
income being almost the same as last
year ($191,00). Expenses before
depreciations are slightly lower by 5%
compared with the same period last
year. The Club recorded a profit before
depreciation of $19,844 compared with
a profit of $12,149 for the same period
last year.
We noted progress with the replacement
of the Club’s IT equipment including
approaches to several local suppliers.
We approved the Australian Taxation
Office’s self-assessment income tax
worksheet confirming that there have
been no changes to the Club’s structure
or business practices that would change
the Club’s income tax exempt status for
the period 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022.
We noted that the ATO has flagged
changes in the administration of income
tax exemption from 1 July 2023.
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•

•

•
•

•

•
•

•

We noted that employee wages,
superannuation and related workers
compensation would increase in 2022-23
and that grounds maintenance and
insurance costs were also projected to
increase. We agreed that any increase
in membership fees to cover increased
costs was unlikely to exceed 5% and that
the incoming 2022-23 Committee could
consider the need for any increase
under clause 17(7) of the Constitution.
We noted that inappropriate
contaminated waste continued to be
placed in the outside Container Deposit
Scheme bin especially after Club events.
Further signage has been
placed on the bin to clarify its
purpose. More general waste
and mixed recycling bins will be
ordered for the ACT Agility Titles
(hosted by Dogs ACT) on the
October long weekend.
•
We noted the publication
of the June issue of The Good
Companion.
•
We noted further progress
on addressing outstanding action items
on the Club’s 2021-22 Work Health and
Safety Inspection Report.
We noted delivery of the Club’s new
trailer and plans for the disposal of the
old trailer by silent auction.
We noted that the contracted work to
trim trees on the Club grounds close to
the powerlines on Narrabundah Lane is
yet to occur. Scheduling is dependent
on Evoenergy shutting off power.
We noted continuing damage caused
by rabbits on the Club grounds. Bags of
soil have been purchased to fill in holes
and anyone can use the soil to do so.
The bags are stored in the gazebo,
Narrabundah paddock and workshop.
We noted the results of the successful
Rally trial on 18 June.
We noted the participation of the Club’s
X-Factor Flyball team at the ACT State
Titles and participation of Flyball
members in Open teams at regional
racemeets in June.
We approved expenditure of $925 to
purchase another tyre from Trippe Agility.
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Committee notes … continued
•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

We noted the successful mock Agility trial
held on 19 June as a fundraiser for Brain
Tumour Alliance Australia, with over $1000
raised.
We approved existing BT instructor Claire
Weekes as a Trick Dog instructor.
We noted the addition of five dog/
handler teams to the Club’s Dogs-AsTherapy program and visits to six aged
care residences in June.
We noted a request from Warrigal
Queanbeyan Community Village to join
the Dogs-As-Therapy program.
We approved the establishment of a
Scent Work Sub-Committee to support
and co-ordinate the Club’s Scent Work
activities. Members are Maxine Robinson
(Convenor), Wendy Hathaway, Karen
Hobson, Naarilla Hirsch and Rachel
McKeever.
We noted a successful Tracking Trial on
19 June after a two-year hiatus due to
COVID. Eight teams entered and three
obtained passes.
We noted a successful instructor face-toface get-together on 3 June with
attendees watching and discussing a
webinar by Nicole Wiebusch that
provided strategies for developing
engagement with our dogs in training
and competition settings.
We approved expenditure of $1840 to
purchase an additional 60 armless Nufurn
Barrell chairs for Behaviour Training
classes. These chairs have a 10-year
warranty.
We noted progress on the development
of a sponsorship and advertising policy, a
gap in the Club’s governance
framework.
We noted out-of-session approvals for use
of the grounds for a Scent Work trial
hosted by the ACT Gundog Society on 6
August; and a mock obedience trial on 9
October to support the Regional NSW
(Obedience) Judges Scheme.

26 July 2022
•

•

We noted with sadness the passing of Life
Member June Rowe on 12 July and plans
for her funeral service on 5 August
including an invitation for the Club to
speak at the service. It was agreed that
the President would speak on the Club’s
behalf. A condolence card would be
made available for members to sign.
We noted the Treasurer’s report and draft
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•

•

•

•

•

•
•

financial statements for the year ending
30 June 2022. A full report will be
provided to members at the Annual
General Meeting.
We noted that the Club had now
received an updated valuation
(depreciated replacement cost) of
buildings and leasehold improvements
for financial reporting purposes.
We noted out-of-session approvals to (i)
purchase 70 free-standing portable
screens for $770 to be used to delineate
Trick Dog test rings; (ii) donate surplus
Sense-ible and Sense-ation harnesses to
ACT Rescue and Foster; and (iii) hire the
Club’s facilities to Wollongong Dog Sports
Club for a Jumping (Agility) trial on
Saturday 20 August.
We considered a draft dispute resolution
policy and agreed to postpone further
development of the draft pending the
review of the Code of conduct for
Committee members, sub-committee
members and instructors (October 2018)
and the related Procedures for dealing
with an alleged breach of the Code of
conduct (draft, October 2018).
We discussed a quote received for a
single-span undercover training area
notionally comprising 20 x 20 metres
(400m2) with two enclosed sides. The
quote was obtained to give the
Committee a ‘ball park’ figure to assess
the feasibility of the Club pursuing the
development of such a facility on the
Club grounds. It was noted that the
Club’s existing Crown lease limits the
gross floor area of buildings erected on
the grounds and that this would need to
be addressed with the ACT Government
before any further development could
be considered. The Committee has
previously agreed to initiate discussions
with the ACT Government about the
lease and is considering appropriate
ways to do this.
We noted ongoing discussions with
relevant trade businesses to rectify the
condition of the weathered gable ends
on the main clubhouse. This is expected
to involve complete replacement of the
flashing, joinery, glazing and cladding.
We noted that the 2021 Dog of the Year
portraits have been professionally printed
and are now being framed.
We noted that a post had been
published on the Club’s Facebook
alerting members to the Australian
Veterinary Association’s advice about
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Committee notes … continued

•

•

•

•

•
•

Leptospirosis, a potentially fatal dog
disease detected for the first time in the
Canberra region.
We noted the success of the Hoopers
workshop hosted by Lisa Wright from
Canine Education Australia on a bitterly
cold winters day. There were 18
attendees (including one from BDOC)
with dogs and handlers making good
progress with their foundation skills.
We approved expenditure of $4150 to
replace the existing ceiling fans in the
clubhouse with fans that can be
remotely switched to their summer/winter
setting. The existing fans need to be
manually switched and this presents a
significant work health and safety risk due
to the height of the ceiling space.
We noted replacement of three
degraded external wall lights on the
clubhouse building with LED sensor lights.
Each light is motion-activated and turns
off after a few minutes.
We noted the completion of the major
landscaping works to excavate, install
and compact road base on the front
verge of Narrabundah Lane to provide a
safer surface for Club members. These
works cost $16610.
We noted completion of the Paws shop
stocktake for end-of-financial year
accounting purposes.
We noted the success of the Club’s
demonstrations at A Pooch Affair on 9
July and thanked members of the Club’s

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

Drill Team and Trick Dog fraternity for their
participation.
We agreed for two additions to the
Agility Sub-Committee: Kirstin Henderson
and Natasha Davies.
We approved expenditure to buy four
new Agility tunnels at a cost of $668
each.
We agreed to additional Agility trial
dates for 2023.
We agreed to formally write to Dogs ACT
to encourage it to expedite judges
training for additional Trick Dog and
Dances With Dogs judges to expand the
pool of locally available judges.
We noted the addition of a further two
dog/handler teams to the Club’s Dogs-As
-Therapy program.
We agreed to a Scent Work trial date for
2023.
We noted that Term 3 Behaviour Training
classes had commenced with 88
Foundation members and a further 244
returning at the higher levels. Thirty-five
classes are being provided each week
this term.
We noted that the Behaviour Training Sub
-committee had commenced its 2022
instructor training course with eight
participants. The theory component of
the course runs for 11 weeks with
participants assisting with classes in Term
4.
We noted that all Club training activities
are now being managed in Dog Biz Pro.

Want to know more about how to speak ‘dog’?
Go to http://www.ispeakdog.org/lets-speak-dog.html for more information.
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ALERT— EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
ALWAYS FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS OF CLUB OFFICIALS
OR EMERGENCY SERVICES PERSONNEL IF PRESENT
In the event of an emergency (eg fire, gas explosion or other significant event)
•
Call 000
•
Evacuate Club buildings and/or grounds
•
Take hand-held belongings and your dog(s) with you
•
Assist any people and dogs in need
•
If safe to do so, leave the Club in your car. If not, take the nearest route to the Emergency
Assembly point (corner Jerrabomberra Avenue and Narrabundah Lane) and await further
directions
In the event of a medical emergency (people)
•
For major incidents or injuries call 000
•
During Club activities—access a first aid kit from the Club’s buildings and
administer first aid
•
Submit an incident report to the Club office after the incident has been
addressed
In the event of a medical emergency (dogs)
•
Contact the nearest veterinary clinic

Inner South Veterinary Centre—47 Jerrabomberra Avenue, Narrabundah T 6295 0770

Animal Referral Hospital—364 Fairbairn Avenue, Pialligo T 6280 6344

Canberra Veterinary Emergency Services—21 Crinigan Circuit, Gungahlin T 6225 7257
In the event of injured wildlife
•
Contact Access Canberra for injured kangaroos T 13 22 81 or ACT Wildlife for other wildlife
T 0432 300 033
In the event of a personal threat (physical or verbally abusive behaviour)
•
Call 000 if there is a fear of injury or harm
•
Disengage and walk away
•
If safe to do so, leave the Club in your car. If not, take refuge in a Club
building, lock any doors behind you and await assistance
•
Submit an incident report to the Club office after the incident has been
resolved
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Agility Action
By Linda Spinaze — Convenor

Results from the CDC Agility Jumping and Games Trial — 11-12 June 2022
Results achieved by Club members only
11/06/2022: Masters Agility – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 75.00
1 Q 201 Heseltine, J Beedashie Bumblebee 71.83 (200)
11/06/2022: Novice Strategic Pairs – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 95.00
1 Q 313 Swan, N Pawsintime My Boy Benson 79.45 (300)
1 Q 314 Pensko, S Mojitogold Love Me Do 79.45 (300)
11/06/2022: Novice Strategic Pairs – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 95.00
1 Q 415 Iglesias, D Lifesong Out Of The Abyss 50.82 (400)
1 Q 511 Sedgmen, L Charalandra Loose As Diamonds 50.82 (400)
11/06/2022: Novice Strategic Pairs – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 95.00
2 Q 536 Hodgman, S Effi 63.05 (500)
2 Q 568 Mills, S Micmaq Headhunter 63.05 (500)
3 Q 557 Iglesias, D Flatout FireFox 65.64 (500)
3 Q 517 Evans, V Lokabe Rhythm II 65.64 (500)
5 Q 531 Roberts, L Rue 66.28 (500)
5 Q 614 Gill, P Beljekali Anouk 66.28 (500)
11/06/2022: Excellent Strategic Pairs – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 86.00
1 Q 306 Stewart, W Uponatime Darcy 64.26 (200)
1 Q 204 Pensko, S Albiglen Nicoles Choice 64.26 (200)
11/06/2022: Excellent Strategic Pairs – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 86.00
1 Q 573 Langshaw, L Jagger 85.30 (400)
1 Q 406 Iglesias, D Flatout Sweet Revenge 85.30 (400)
11/06/2022: Excellent Strategic Pairs – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 86.00
3 Q 606 Simonsen, D N CH Perfu Apollo 58.59 (500)
11/06/2022: Masters Strategic Pairs – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 80.00
4 Q 601 Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 73.29 (500)
4 Q 503 Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 73.29 (500)
11/06/2022: Novice Jumping – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 44.00
1 Q 419 McKeever, R Melvada Eclipse of the Black Sun 31.93 (400)
11/06/2022: Novice Jumping – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 42.00
2 Q 566 McKeever, R Dykinta Twist of Light 29.00 (500)
11/06/2022: Excellent Jumping – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 49.00
2 Q 324 White, K Luna 36.68 (300)
3 Q 323 Davies, N Pendlview Adventuring Again 38.80 (300)
11/06/2022: Excellent Jumping – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 46.00
5 Q 531 Roberts, L Rue 31.33 (500)
11/06/2022: Masters Jumping – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 49.00
5 Q 513 Brown, B Oliver Brown 34.20 (500)
9 Q 573 Langshaw, L Jagger 36.47 (500)
13 Q 536 Hodgman, S Effi 42.95 (500)
11/06/2022: Masters Jumping – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 50.00
2 Q 601 Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 40.56 (600)
3 Q 603 Spinaze, L Brunig 40.82 (600)
11/06/2022: Masters Jumping – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 50.00
1 Q 406 Iglesias, D Flatout Sweet Revenge 39.22 (400)
11/06/2022: Masters Jumping – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 52.00
3 Q 314 Pensko, S Mojitogold Love Me Do 48.48 (300)
11/06/2022: Excellent Agility – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 75.00
1 Q 313 Swan, N Pawsintime My Boy Benson 61.81 (300)
11/06/2022: Excellent Agility – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 78.00
1 Q 206 Hunt, P Anwyl Izybela 62.81 (200)
11/06/2022: Novice Agility – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 90.00
2 Q 324 White, K Luna 45.46 (300)
11/06/2022: Novice Agility – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 85.00
1 Q 415 Iglesias, D Lifesong Out Of The Abyss 33.85 (400)
12/06/2022: Excellent Jumping – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 48.00
2 Q 607 Simonsen, D Ch Perfu Starry Knight 37.91 (600)
12/06/2022: Masters Jumping – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 49.00
3 Q 406 Iglesias, D Flatout Sweet Revenge 40.05 (400)
4 Q 407 Fraser, F Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy 45.28 (400)
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Agility action … continued
12/06/2022: Masters Jumping – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 48.00
9 Q 536 Hodgman, S Effi 46.67 (500)
12/06/2022: Masters Agility – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 69.00
1 Q 335 Fallon, N Neberden Perfectionist 59.69 (300)
12/06/2022: Masters Agility – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 67.00
2 Q 407 Fraser, F Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy 54.26 (400)
12/06/2022: Masters Agility – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 64.00
3 Q 503 Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 46.18 (500)
12/06/2022: Masters Agility – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 67.00
1 Q 601 Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 50.90 (600)
12/06/2022: Novice Agility – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 70.00
4 Q 557 Iglesias, D Flatout FireFox 37.69 (500)
12/06/2022: Novice Agility – Judge Jean Joyce SCT 77.00
2 Q 323 Davies, N Pendlview Adventuring Again 40.10 (300)
12/06/2022: Masters Snooker –Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 53.00
1 Q 601 Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 44.25 22 49.00 (600)
12/06/2022: Excellent Snooker – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 47.00
2 Q 517 Evans, V Lokabe Rhythm II 46.95 22 49.00 (500)
4 Q 513 Brown, B Oliver Brown 38.02 21 48.00 (500)
12/06/2022: Novice Snooker – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 56.00
3 Q 536 Hodgman, S Effi 48.18 24 51.00 (500)
9 Q 583 Roberts, L Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean 48.76 17 44.00 (500)
11 Q 566 McKeever, R Dykinta Twist of Light 50.73 17 44.00 (500)
12/06/2022: Novice Snooker – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 57.00
1 Q 607 Simonsen, D Ch Perfu Starry Knight 50.43 10 37.00 (600)
12/06/2022: Novice Snooker – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 62.00
2 Q 201 Heseltine, J Beedashie Bumblebee 54.11 14 41.00 (200)
12/06/2022: Novice Snooker – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 60.00
5 Q 313 Swan, N Pawsintime My Boy Benson 41.23 14 41.00 (300)
12/06/2022: Novice Snooker – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 57.00
1 Q 418 Pensko, N Tully 32.60 17 44.00 (400)
2 Q 422 Fallon, N Incavale Shes Got The Booty 39.92 17 44.00 (400)
12/06/2022: Novice Jumping – Judge Kendal SCT 44.00
1 Q 564 Marshall, J Luack Master Spy 27.02 (500)
12/06/2022: Excellent Jumping – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 54.00
1 Q 324 White, K Luna 50.27 (300)
12/06/2022: Excellent Jumping – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 51.00
1 Q 422 Fallon, N Incavale Shes Got The Booty 38.17 (400)
12/06/2022: Excellent Jumping – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 50.00
7 Q 583 Roberts, L Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean 48.41 (500)
12/06/2022: Masters Jumping – Judge Kendal Olsen SCT 57.00
4 Q 536 Hodgman, S Effi 55.57 (500)

Does the course go straight ahead or to the left? Follow
the numbers to work out where to set your dog up for
obstacle #1 (Photo: Anne Robertson)
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Why “sit” happens … continued

ActSmart Recycling
By Heather McPherson

The Club is accredited under the ACT
Government’s ActSmart business recycling
program in recognition of its waste
management initiatives.
Please ‘do the right thing’ and always use the
most appropriate bin to dispose of rubbish on
the Club grounds. Unsure? Read the posters on
the bins and around the grounds to make the
right choice.
Did you know that most drink bottles and cans
attract a 10 cent refund under the ACT
Government’s Container Deposit Scheme? The
Club is collecting refundable containers as a
fund-raising initiative so please put any
refundable containers you use on the grounds
in the designated bin (that’s the one with the
round hole in the top) located by the Workshop
and inside the Clubhouse. Check the
information on page 58 to make sure you
know what containers are eligible—it makes
our job so much easier!

Above: Place refundable drink containers in the bin
on the left and other ‘mixed recyclables’ in the bin
on the right (ie used coffee cups, rigid plastics,
unsoiled paper, cardboard and glass)

Did you know that the ACT
Government is proposing to ban all
oxo-degradable plastic products
such as degradable plastic bags
from 1 July 2022? This includes oxodegradable plastics often used in
dog waste bags.
Fortunately there are alternatives to
oxo-degradable plastic dog waste
bags and the Club has been using
them for more than five years!
We use BioBag compostable dog
waste bags in the dispensers on the
Club grounds and sell the same
bags in the Club shop. These bags
are certified compostable under the
European Standard EN 13432 and this Standard is recognised by the
ACT Government.
Packs of 50 bags cost $6.00 at the
Club shop.
We also use Compost-A-Pak
compostable bin liners in our metal
waste bins on the grounds. These
liners are certified compostable
under the Australian Standard AS
4736-2006 also recognised by the
ACT Government.
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ActSmart recycling … continued
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Club Activities
BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING
The Club offers four levels of Behaviour Training
classes for all breeds and ages of dogs to learn
how to behave appropriately at home and in
the community. These classes will help you
understand how your dog learns and will teach
you how to train your dog to be a good
companion. The focus is on teaching practical
life skills such as learning to relax, walking on
lead without pulling; to come when called; to
sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at
doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and
to socialize appropriately with dogs and
people. Classes are aligned with school terms
and bookings open about five weeks before
the start of each term. Dates for the next
course can be found in the Calendar on the
website.

DOGS-AS-THERAPY
Members and their dogs visit nursing homes
and schools to provide pet therapy for residents
and students. If you have a dog that is people
and dog friendly and isn’t fazed by noise and
movement this activity might be for you.

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB
Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials
(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high
degree of handler-dog team work and
precision over a range of exercises at different
levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork,
retrieving, scent work, taking directions a
distance and stays. In most cases, dogs must
have passed the Consolidation level of
Behaviour Training (Level 2) to be admitted to
the entry-level Skills class.

Rally – Rally is an obedience competition that
requires the handler and dog team to
negotiate a course in the heel position and to
perform various manoeuvres such as sits,
downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers
are able to praise their dog while it is working. In
most cases, dogs must have completed the
Skills class (above) to participate in Rally
classes.

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach
your dog to negotiate different obstacles such
as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog
walks and weave poles. Once you have
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gained some basic skills, the challenge is to
learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one
obstacle to another on a course, and the
courses change each time so that you and
your dog are constantly being challenged to
improve your skills. To start training dogs must
be at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s
skeletal and musculature system is strong
enough; physically sound and not overweight;
and under control off-lead around other dogs
and activities. Dogs are subject to an intake
test to assess their suitability to start training.

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles,
release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their
handler over the hurdles. It is a fast and furious
team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy.
Dogs must be at least 12 months old to ensure
the dog’s skeletal and musculature system is
strong enough; physically sound and not
overweight; and under control off-lead around
other dogs and activities. In most cases, dogs
must have passed the Consolidation level of
Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Flyball.

Dances with Dogs (DWD) – In this sport
handlers take obedience skills to a new level by
performing routines to music with their dogs. All
you need to get involved is a love of music, the
desire to have a great time with your dog and
a commitment to rewards-based training. DWD
is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of
all breeds, sizes and ages. In 2021 a new
sport—Trick Dog—commenced as the entry
level for the DWD program. In most cases, dogs
must have passed the Consolidation level of
Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Trick classes.

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports
involves the dog following a scent trail left
behind when a person walks across grass and
other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted
during the cooler months due to the risk of
snakes. The Club provides an information
session in autumn and encourages ‘peersupport’ training to help members get started.
Please note: Conditions apply to joining the
Club for this sport due to its seasonal nature.

Class times for all activities are available on the
website.
For more information about the Club’s
activities, eligibility and how to enrol, refer to
the Club’s website
(see ‘What we offer > Activities’)
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News from the Paws Shop
By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager

OPENING TIMES
Wednesday 9.45am - 12.15pm
Thursday
6.15- 9.15pm
Sunday
9:15am - 12.15pm

Locally Handmade Tug Toys
A great training aid for dynamic
behaviours (think recalls, Agility and
Flyball) as well as providing a great
bonding game with your dog
S, L and with handles from $17.50

Food Puzzles For Enrichment
The Bob-a-lot is back!
$32.00

Licki Mat Oh Bowl
Self-soothing boredom
buster, dental health
aid … S, M and L
$15.00 - $22.00

NEW

The Toppl has arrived!
An alternative to the
classic Kong. Fill with
compressed wet food
for enrichment
$42.00

Licki Mat Splash Bowl
with suction cup
Help your dog enjoy bath time …
just like Labrador Retriever ‘Venice’
$20.00

Puppington Pods
A great training aid to build
motivation and drive for dog sports.
Food-stuffed Puppington Pods are
designed to be chased and opened by your
dog under supervision.
Small $15.00 Regular $17.00
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News from the Paws shop … continued

Scent Discrimination
Articles ($32.50)
Set of five metal,
leather and wood
items for training
Utility Dog (UD)
exercises in
Obedience Trialling

Snuffle/Forage Mats ($35.00 - $85.00)
Locally handmade—small, medium
and large. Sprinkle small kibble among
the fleecy tufts. Great for supervised
foraging and ‘seeking’ behaviour for
puppies and older dogs

The Trainer’s Pouch ($32.00 - $37.00)
Made from BPA free silicone. Dishwasher
and freezer safe. Suitable for wet or dry
treats. Available in two sizes

Slow Feeder Plates & Licki Mats
($15.00 - $19.00)
Dishwasher and freezer safe
Spread soft foods (cooked vegetables,
tinned sardines, cottage cheese, mince)
and let your dog forage

Food Puzzles For Enrichment
Kong Gyro from $18.50
Kong Wobbler from $30.00
Kong Quest Bone from $15.00
Classic Kongs from $10.00
and more!

Lamb, Cow, Pork and
Veggie Ears
Crunchy, chewy treats
from $1.20
Stock up for the school
holidays!

See the full list of
shop stock on page 60
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News from the Paws shop … continued
NEW

Carob Buttons ($8.00)
Made with real carob because
chocolate is not safe for dogs. Break
into pieces and use as a training
reward

Chicken Breast Fillet
($8.00)
100% Australian chicken and a
tiny amount of vegetable
glycerine to keep it soft and
chewy. High in protein and low
in fat. Cut into small pieces to
use as training rewards

Yoghurt Drops ($8.00)
Made with yoghurt powder.
Break into pieces and use as a
training reward

Chicken Necks ($8.00)
100% Australian chicken
A chewy treat

Cow Hooves
($3.00 each or 10 for $28.00)
Great boredom-buster. Hard and
long-lasting. Fill with moist food to
enhance the experience
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Class Times
Regularly check the website at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
BEHAVIOUR TRAINING

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

Assessment

Level 1 - Foundation (Puppy)

10:00 - 11.00am

6.30 - 7.30pm

9:30 -10.30am

Assessed in class

Level 1 - Foundation (Adult)

10:00 - 11.00am

6.30 - 7.30pm

9:30 -10.30am

Assessed in class

Level 2 - Consolidation

10:00 - 11.00am

8.00 - 9.00pm

11.00 - 12 noon

Assessed in class

Level 3 - Graduation

11.30am - 12.30pm

8.00 - 9.00pm

11.00 - 12 noon

Assessed in class

Level 4 - Companion

11.30am - 12.30pm

8.00 - 9.00pm

9:30 - 10.30am

Assessed in class

10:00 - 11.00am

6.30 - 7.30pm

9:30 - 10.30am

Assessed in class

-

-

11.00 - 12 noon

Assessed in class

Companion Plus
Drill /Demonstration Team

NOTE: Level 4 and Companion Plus class times may vary from term to term,
check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
OBEDIENCE TRIALLING

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

Assessment

Skills Class (entry level)

10.00 -11.00am

6.45 - 7.45pm

-

Assessed in class

11:15am -12.15pm

8.00 - 9.00pm

-

N/A

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

Assessment

-

N/A

Obedience Trialling
RALLY
All levels (except entry level –
see Skills Class above)

10.00 -11.00am

6.45 - 7.45pm

AGILITY

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday

Assessment

Level One

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Assessed in class

Level Two

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Assessed in class

Level Three

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Assessed in class

Level Four

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Assessed in class

Skills Handling

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Assessed in class

Novice

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Trial performance

Excellent/Masters

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/

Trial performance

NOTE: Classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5). Class times/days vary from term to term,
check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
FLYBALL

Wednesday

Sunday

Beginners

-

12.30 - 1.30 pm

Assessed in class

Intermediate

-

1.30 - 2.30 pm

Assessed in class

Advanced

-

2.30 - 3.30 pm

Assessed in class

Squad training (on demand)

6.45 - 7.45pm

-

N/A

NOTE: Flyball classes are usually held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks
DANCES WITH DOGS & TRICK DOG

Monday

Tuesday

6.00 - 6.45pm *

7.00 - 7.45pm

Assessed in class

Trick Dog – Novice and continuing

-

6.00 - 6.45pm

Assessed in class

Dances With Dogs

-

-

Assessed in class

Trick Dog – Starters

NOTE: Classes are held at the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground except * held on Club grounds
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Calendar of Events 2022
ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO COVID-19 MEASURES IN PLACE AT THE TIME
CHECK THE CLUB’S WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS INCLUDING EVENT LOCATIONS
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Sun 11

Kyeamba Kennel & Training Club Obedience & Rally Trial */
CDC DWD Competition */ CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training & Flyball
classes end (week 9)

Tue 13

CDC Agility Trial (evening, ribbon, agility)

Wed 14

CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling & Rally Trialling
classes end (week 9)

Thurs 15

CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling & Rally Trialling
classes end (week 9)

Sat 17

CDC Alexis Davison workshop / BDOC Agility Trial (agility, jumping,
snooker) *

Sun 18

CDC Alexis Davison workshop

Sat 24

CDC Obedience Trial / ACT Gundog Society Obedience Trial / ACT
School holidays start

Tue 27

CDC Main Committee meeting

Fri 30

Dogs ACT State Agility Titles at CDC

Sat 1

Instructors membership fees due / Dogs ACT State Agility Titles at
CDC / 2022 Australian Flyball Nationals *

Sun 2

Daylight saving starts / Agility Session 4 classes end / Dogs ACT
State Agility Titles at CDC / 2022 Australian Flyball Nationals *

Mon 3

Labour Day public holiday / 2022 Australian Flyball Nationals * /
Dogs ACT State Agility Titles at CDC

Wed 5

Agility Intake for Session 5

Sat 8

CDC Double Rally Trial (evening) / Wollongong Dog Sports Club
Agility Trial *

Sun 9

Wollongong Dog Sports Club Agility Trial *

Mon 10

ACT School Term 4 starts / Agility Session 5 classes start

Tues 11

CDC Term 4 Trick Dog & DWD classes start

Wed 12

CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling & Rally Trialling
classes start / TDTC Agility Trial (evening, ribbon)*

Thu 13

CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling & Rally Trialling
classes start

Sat 15

Southern Highlands Kennel & Obedience Club Obedience Trial */
BDOC Trick Dog Test (Triple) *

Sun 16

CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training & Flyball classes start / Southern
Highlands Kennel & Obedience Club Obedience Trial */ BDOC Trick
Dog Test (Triple) *

Tue 25

CDC Main Committee meeting

Sat 29

CDC Agility Trial (afternoon, agility, jumping, games)

Sun 30

Albury & Border Kennel Club Obedience Trial *

Mon 31

Last date to accrue titles for 2022 CDC award year

Sat 5

BDOC Double Rally Trial *

Mon 7

Deadline for submission of CDC Annual Award titles
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Off-lead exercise at our Club
Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas
( available on the website at ‘Support > Resources’ )
Read the signs on the Club’s gates
You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked

Emergency Assembly Point

Emergency Exits
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 Do the right thing:
Read the ‘Using the Club
grounds’ brochure on the
website as well as the
gate signs.
 Play safe - use common
sense in the off-lead
areas.
 Keep your dog away from
gates when other dogs
are entering and leaving.
Always ask and gain
permission from
everyone before going
into an area that is
already occupied.
 Enter on lead and remove
the lead while your dog is
sitting.
 Keep moving to minimise
tension and scuffles
between dogs.
 Stay alert and keep an
eye on your dog.
 Do not allow your dog to
fence-run. It is not
appropriate behaviour.
 Always reward your dog
for coming to you.
 Avoid using balls and
other toys if you are
sharing the area with
other dogs.
 Leave immediately if your
dog becomes anxious, or
is annoying or aggressive
towards other dogs.
 Limit your time to 15
minutes if other members
are waiting to use the
same area.
 Always clean up after
your dog.
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