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Term 4 classes end on  
Thursday 8th December  

 
Classes resume after the 

school holidays 
from: 

 

Monday 30th January 
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Access to the car park is RESTRICTED at the following times: 
 

Wednesdays 9.30am—1.00pm 
Thursdays 6.00pm—9.30pm 
 Sundays 9.00am—12.30pm 

 during class terms 
 

ONLY Instructors, Committee and Sub-committee members,  
Life Members and members (and visitors) with disability parking permits 

may use the car park during these times.  

RESERVED PARKING 

HOLIDA Y 
BREAK 
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Cover picture 

Julie Cutt’s German Shepherd Dog (Long Stock Coat) Neut Ch Hillmagic Black Shiraz TD SWA 

(‘Elliott’) displaying his scenting abilities. Eight year old Elliott gained 1st place in the Club’s inaugural Scent 

Work Trial (Excellent level) held on Friday 4 November 2022. See pages 11-12 for the full report. 

(Photo by Joanne Hagan Photography) 
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“… Train your dog 

as you would like to be trained yourself …” 

 

Sally Marchant 

https://naturallyhappydogs.com 

https://naturallyhappydogs.com


 From the Dog Kennel  

Editor and President — Anne Robertson  

Welcome to the final issue of The Good 

Companion for 2022 – a year we all wish to put 

behind us. May 2023 be kinder to us all. 

 

This magazine comes out just before the Club’s 

Christmas Party and Annual Awards and we 

hope to see many of you at this gathering on 

Sunday 11 December to celebrate the 

achievements and milestones of members. We 

have more than 20 perpetual trophies to 

present recognising achievements across all of 

our dog sports as well as the Behaviour Training 

stream. The criteria for these awards vary—with 

some nominated by the relevant sub-

committee and others open to nomination from 

any Club member. The ultimate decision rests 

with the Main Committee. You can read all 

about the recipients in the next issue of the 

magazine in the New Year. 

 

This issue of the magazine celebrates the Club’s 

inaugural Scent Work Trial—another historic 

milestone for the Club. The trial was pitched at 

the Excellent level for dog/handler teams who 

had already earnt their Novice and Advanced 

titles. The job for the dogs was to detect 

specific odours (chosen from Birch, Anise, 

Clover and Cypress) concealed in containers 

and to ignore the presence of attractive odours 

sealed in other containers. I am told that the 

odour of warm lamb cutlets was the undoing of 

many dogs! 

There is also an article about 

the search teams used by the 

Volunteer Rescue Association 

(VRA). The Club is supporting 

the VRA in 2023 by making the 

Back Paddock available for 

training purposes. The training 

and work of the search dogs and handlers 

sounds fascinating— but is certainly not for the 

faint-hearted. Like our Club, the VRA relies on 

volunteers so we hope that exposure to the 

VRA’s work may motivate some members to 

get involved. By all accounts it takes Tracking 

and Scent Work to new levels of capability. 

 

Like many members, I currently share my home 

with a teenage dog and, yes, he is testing my 

patience! It’s important to understand that 

teenage dogs, like their human equivalent, 

undergo changes in the neurochemistry and 

development of their brains as well as hormonal 

changes associated with sexual maturity. Both 

physical and social development are still a work 

in progress. In this issue of the magazine 

Barbara Hodel provides some wise counsel on 

getting through this stage with your relationship 

intact! 

 

There is so much more in this issue (thanks to all 

our regular contributors) so enjoy reading and 

happy holidays to all! See you back in class in 

February 2023. 
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The Club’s 

Committee 

returned to the 

Clubhouse for a 

face-to-face 

meeting in 

November – the 

first time since  

mid-2021.  

It was great to be 

away from Zoom 

but we did stray 

off-topic 

occasionally! 

Some missed the 

opportunity to 

wear their PJs 

while all grumbled 

about the drive 

home … so we 

are likely to resort 

to Zoom again –

especially in the 

colder months. 
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Supporting ACT Rescue & Foster 

This year we encourage you to buy ARF’s 2023 wall calendar to keep 

track of all the activities in your life—including Club activities. 

 

The calendar features some of ARF’s  adorable adoptable and  

recently adopted dogs. 

 

Copies will be available to buy at the Club’s Christmas Party 

on Sunday 11th December 

Or you can buy online at  

https://fosterdogs.org/product/best-friends-2023-calendar/  

$15 

ARF is always looking for more loving ‘temporary homes’ for 

dogs and foster caring can be an extremely rewarding 

experience. In fact, most foster carers find an extra ‘tail’ in 

the house comes with a range of benefits. Not least the 

feeling that you have saved a dog who might otherwise 

have been euthanised. ARF has a mentoring system for 

new foster carers and its mentors can offer sound advice 

when problems do occur.  

 

Want to find out more about fostering?  

See https://fosterdogs.org/foster/ 

https://fosterdogs.org/product/best-friends-2023-calendar/
https://fosterdogs.org/foster/
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 What’s Coming Up At Our Club ? 

When do classes resume? 

 

Club classes will resume after the Christmas 

break from Monday 30 January. Full details are 

available on the website (see ‘What we offer > 

Calendar’) and on page 57. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What dog sports events are coming up at the 

Club ? 

 

The Club’s first dog sports event (a Rally Trial) for 

2023 is scheduled for Saturday 14 January. 

Details of this and other events can be found on 

the Calendar on the website (see ‘What we 

offer > Calendar’) and on page 57.  

Occasionally the grounds are closed during 

competitive events. Check our Facebook page 

for announcements (https://

www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub/)  

 

How do I know what time my class is on? 

 

Class times for all Club activities can vary from 

term to term depending on the season and 

instructor availability. Check the class timetables 

on the website at ‘What we offer > Class 

timetables’ a few days before classes resume so 

that you can arrive on time. 

 

How should I prepare for classes in summer ? 

 

Please wear clothing appropriate to the 

weather conditions: 

• Sturdy, outdoor enclosed footwear (For 

safety’s sake: thongs, sandals and fashion 

heels are NOT permitted) 

• Shade hat and sunscreen (in daylight 

hours) 

• Insect repellent (especially if you train in 

the evening) 

• Avoid loose, flapping clothes including 

shoulder bags or back packs that may 

distract or interfere with your dog. 

The Club has adopted guidance for Club 

officials to determine whether Behaviour Training 

classes should be cancelled due to adverse 

weather or other environmental conditions. It 

has some great advice for members as well. You 

can read it on the Club’s website (see https://

actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/

cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_f

ebruary_2020_.pdf).  

 

If you are participating in Behaviour Training 

classes, please check the Club’s public 

Facebook page for advice on class 

cancellations. Because Obedience Trialling and 

Rally classes are held concurrently with 

Behaviour Training classes we often cancel 

classes jointly to avoid any confusion. The Club’s 

other dog sports have their own policies on class 

cancellations so please check with your sports 

instructor about your sport’s class arrangements 

due to weather and other conditions.  

 

Want to keep in touch with the latest activities at 

the Club ? 

  

Information is available from: 

• Our website - www.actcdc.org.au 

• Notice boards (inside and outside the 

Clubhouse) 

• Your Instructors 

• The Session Manager on the grounds on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays 

during  Behaviour Training classes 

• The Calendar on page 57 

• Our public Facebook page. You can see it 

without being a registered FB user—see 

the link on our website 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub/
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
http://www.actcdc.org.au


COMMITTEES 2022-23 

President 

Senior Vice-President 

Junior Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

 Anne Robertson  – Work Health & Safety, Magazine, Annual Awards 

Lesley Pothan – Behaviour Training Convenor, Dogs-as-Therapy  

Co-ordinator 

Neale Prescott – Grounds Co-ordinator 

Sharon Haines – Insurance, Grants 

Heather McPherson – Public Officer  

Main Committee Members  Barbara Gough – Events & Promotion 

Wendy Hathaway – Obedience Trialling & Rally Liaison 

Kirstin Henderson – Security, Business Recycling Program 

Vanessa March – Social Media, Flyball Convenor  

Katrina Morton – Shop, Housekeeping, Clubhouse Maintenance 

Maxine Robinson – Scent Work Convenor, Tracking Liaison 

Linda Spinaze – Agility Convenor 

Cherie Wilkinson – Dances with Dogs & Trick Dog Liaison 

Behaviour Training  Convenor  Lesley Pothan, Members  Anne Robertson, Kath Hallam,  

Hilarie Kemp, Jess McNamara–Rice, Penny Pardoe-Matthews,  

Jackie Trotter, Julie Whitmore 

Obedience Trialling & Rally   Convenor Laraine Frawley Members  Judith Barlow, Wendy Hathaway, 

Simone Hey, Jeanette Johnson, Catherine Perry, Lara Sedgmen,  

Anne Walkington, Geoff Woodman, Patricia Woodman  

Flyball Training & Competition  Convenor Vanessa March Members Mick Fordyce, Angharad Lodwick,  

Cathy Vaughan  

Agility Training & Trialling  Convenor  Linda Spinaze Members  Natasha Davies, Emma Easton, 

Cheyne Fischer, Kirstin Henderson, Karen Hobson, Dana Simonsen,  

Wendy Stewart, Kylie White, Steph Windsor 

Dances with Dogs & Trick Dogs  Convenor  Amy Smith  Members Jill Bradfield, Tara McLaughlin, Lesley 

Pothan, Holly Rieger, Raelene Stewart, Claire Weekes, Cherie Wilkinson 

Scent Work  Convenor  Maxine Robinson  Members Wendy Hathaway, Naarilla Hirsch 

Rachel McKeever, Claire Weekes 

Tracking  Convenor  Jake Blight   

Members  Joanne Hagan, Sandra Hassett 

Instructors’ Library  Karen Haines  

PAWS Shop  Amelia Wettern 

Secom Security   1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535  
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About Our Club 

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), established in 

1958 as the first dog training Club in the ACT, has 

an average household membership of around 600 

each year. It is a non-profit organisation relying 

mostly on volunteers to run activities with some 

occasional grant assistance. About 80 instructors 

volunteer their time to conduct Behaviour Training 

and dog sport classes in Agility, Dances With Dogs, 

Flyball, Obedience Trialling, Rally, Tracking and 

Tricks from February to November each year. The 

Club also has a Dogs-As-Therapy group that visits 

nursing homes and occasionally schools with their 

dogs  for the enjoyment of the residents and 

support for students. 

While much of the work in maintaining and running 

the Club is undertaken on a volunteer basis we do 

have some paid help. We have a paid office manager 

and a junior shop assistant and the mowing of the 

grounds is undertaken by a contractor. The Club 

caters for disabled access with paved paths, 

designated parking spaces and toilet facilities. 

The aims and objectives of the Club are to: 

 

• promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs; 

• teach members to train their dogs, of whatever 

breed, in dog obedience and other related canine 

skills, using motivational training methods; 

• promote participation and training in a range of 

dog sports; 

• promote and participate in dog training and other 

activities associated with dog training; 

• support the rights of dog owners, provided that 

such ownership is conducted in a responsible 

manner; 

• actively promote community interaction with dogs; 

• provide facilities necessary or convenient for its 

activities; 

• promote positive relationships between owners 

and dogs; and 

• enhance the development of social skills of dogs. 
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Thanks to our volunteers  

The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Term Four (October-December 2022): 

 

Behaviour Training: Susan Barnard, Shari Gabriel, Jacqui Gawne, Barbara Gough, Sharon Haines, 

Kath Hallam, Renee Hamilton, Linda Harper, Peter Hendriks, Jill Howlett, Hilarie Kemp, Penny 

Pardoe-Matthews, Heather McPherson, Kerry Deans, Lesley Pothan, Louise Raisin, Anne Robertson, 

Emily Smith, Linda Spinaze, Jackie Trotter, Lizzie Waddell, Juliet Ward, Claire Weekes, Julie 

Whitmore, Chris Woodgate, 

Reserves: Jill Bradfield, Veronica Doerr, Hari Lodwick, Kathleen Plowman, Jane Richardson, Jane 

Vickers 

 

Agility (Session 5): Suanne Hackett, Wendy Hathaway, Denise Iglesias, 

Lucy Jesiolowski, Georgia Morris, Simone Pensko, Leslie Roberts, Linda 

Spinaze, Wendy Stewart, Stephanie Windsor 

 

Obedience Trialling and Rally: Vikki Evans, Laraine Frawley, Joanne 

Hagan, Sue Howie, Cath Perry, Geoff Woodman, Trish Woodman 

 

Flyball: Vanessa March, Cathy Vaughan 

 

Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog: Claire Weekes, Lesley Pothan, Raelene 

Stewart  

THANK YOU 

— CDC’s volunteer instructors — 

Serving the Club’s community for 64 years! 

Above: Our fabulous trainee Behaviour Training instructors—(Back) Steve Cavanagh (with ‘Lucy’), Deborah 

Verco, Kirsten Volz, Natalie Aked (with mascot), Julie Young (Middle) Scott Howlett, Emily Defina, Cherie 

Wilkinson (Front) the Class of 2022 mascots. We look forward to seeing our graduates on the field in 2023. 



Is Your Membership Due ? 

        Contact Us 

Phone 02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604 

Web www.actcdc.org.au 

Office 240 Narrabundah Lane, 

Symonston  ACT 2609 

 

• Tuesday-Friday 12 noon-2:00pm 

• Thursday    6:00pm-9:15pm 

• Sunday              9:00am-12:15pm 
 

Office Manager: Marika Mueller  

          CLOSED MONDAY 

 

Compliments, suggestions or ideas?  

Contact the Club: 

Email contact@actcdc.org.au 
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We will send you a renewal notice via email * 

Renewals are now undertaken online using our new  

membership management system. 

Instructions are provided in the email. 

You have one month to pay your renewal to remain  

financial. 

  * NOTE:  Members whose training was directly affected by the suspension of 

classes in Term 3 (2021) due to the COVID-19 lockdown will automatically be offered one 

term’s extension to their memberships. In order to renew, members are expected to 

participate regularly in the Club’s training classes throughout the year as the Club does 

not offer ‘grounds use only’ memberships. We do offer a wide variety of training activities 

that will enrich your relationship with your dog, provide it with mental and physical 

stimulation and enable it to become the best companion it can be. And there is 

something for every dog and handler—young and old (see page 51). 

 

Fees (from 1 October 2022) 

Joining Fee (household) $99.00 

Annual Subscription  (household) for 

one dog 
$315.00 

One additional dog  

Two additional dogs 

Three additional dogs 

$52.00 

$104.00 

$156.00 

Members may participate in any number of  

activities under this flat-fee structure but are  

required to complete an ‘Additional Dog and 

Activity Form’, must meet the eligibility  

requirements for the activity and must be  

accepted into the activity before commencing 

training. Wait-lists may apply. See ’What we offer 

> Activities’ on the website for further  

information about each activity. 

Instructors’ Fee $30.00 

Casual Visitors Fee 

• Conditions apply 

• Contact the Club Office 

$5.00 -

$52.00 

Facilities Hire is available to third parties for dog-

related training and trialling activities.  

• Conditions apply 

• Contact the Club Office  

Grounds use only membership is NOT offered  

http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Inaugural  CDC Scent Work Trial 

By Maxine Robinson 

CDC held its inaugural Australian National 

Kennel Council trial for Scent Work on 4 

November 

2022: an 

Excellent level 

Container 

search. 

Excellent is the 

third of four 

competition 

levels in Scent 

Work. 

 

It was 

wonderful to 

watch the 17 

handlers and 

dogs work out 

where the three 

scents were in 

the containers spread around the Clubhouse. 

Our judge, John Sam (above), set a challenge 

for the entrants — at this level dogs have to 

ignore food and toy distractors — and there 

were two successful qualifications. First place 

went to CDC member Julie Cutts and her 

German Shepherd ‘Elliott’ with a time of 1.35 

minutes — approximately half the allowable 

time of three minutes.  

 

All entrants enjoyed the trial and the Scent 

Work Sub-committee and trial manager 

Naarilla Hirsch appreciated the help given by 

stewards and participants on the day, which 

increased the smooth running of the event. The 

Sub-committee is planning more trials in 2023 

and working with other local clubs to have a 

wide range of elements and classes in Scent 

Work for people in the ACT and surrounding 

areas. 

 

The Sub-committee also held its first games 

afternoon on 19 November. The aim of these 

events is to increase the skills needed for 

successful Scent Work. The first games day was 

particularly designed for people new to the 

sport and who are considering trialling at the 

Novice (entry) level. The focus of the afternoon 

Results from the CDC Scent Work Trial — 4 November 2022 

1st Ms Julie T Cutts and German Shepherd Dog (Long Stock Coat) Neut Ch Hillmagic Black  

 Shiraz TD SWA (‘Elliott’)  

2nd Mrs T & Ms S Borowsky and Border Collie Nahrof Spot On SWA (‘Kai’) 

Elliott working to detect the correct odour in a 

typical interior container search  

(Photo supplied by Julie Cutts) 
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Inaugural CDC scent work trial … continued

was to show participants four games that improve a dog’s ability to seek the source of scent 

efficiently. Naarilla presented the games and worked with each of the nine handler and dog 

teams. Teams were at different levels of skill and everyone enjoyed being able to observe each 

team go through the games. There were opportunities for feedback and ways to make the 

games more or less challenging were presented. The Sub-committee will be holding more games 

afternoons in 2023 aimed to help people with developing skills in Scent Work. 

 

The Sub-committee will be setting up a Club-based Facebook group for Scent Work to help 

communication among Club members involved with Scent Work. Further information will be 

provided when the group is established. 

 

A number of Club members have been very successful in trials in Scent Work in 2022 and we 

congratulate all those who have achieved Novice, Advanced and Excellent passes this year. 

Details will be published in the next issue of The Good Companion. 

 

The Scent Work Sub-committee wishes everyone great fun sniffing in 2023. 

 

Want to learn a little more about Scent Work ? It’s all on our website at https://actcdc.org.au/

activities/scent-work/. Scent Work classes are available through Canberra Nosework Training at 

www.canberranosework.com/. Classes are held in the Clubhouse and only one dog practices at 

a time—so it is an ideal activity for dogs that struggle with their social skills in proximity to other 

dogs. You can register interest in classes on the Canberra Nosework Training website.  

 
Photo of John Sam on previous page by Joanne Hagan Photography. Photos this page by Anne Robertson. 

Scent Work Games Afternoon 

19 November 2022 

The sock game: A container 

with the odour is hidden in a 

sock. The dog’s job is to find 

out which sock contains the 

odour.  

 

Above: Sniffing each sock to 

locate the odour. 

 

Right: Found it! The handler rewards the dog ‘at 

source’ to reinforce the association between the 

odour and the reward. 

https://actcdc.org.au/activities/scent-work/
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/scent-work/
http://www.canberranosework.com/


Volunteer Rescue Association 

~ NSW Search Dogs Unit  ~ 
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By Tjasa Boh Whiteman 

Vice-President © 

In the coming year, you will probably see a group of people in the Club’s Back Paddock late on 

Tuesday afternoons actively trying to get dogs to do what everyone else is actively discouraging 

their dog to do – running away, barking, running and barking some more! 

 

The bark is an alert, and the dogs are training to be air-scenting search dogs as a part of the 

Volunteer Rescue Association (VRA) NSW Search Dogs Unit. 

 

Our story began several years ago, when an experienced group of dog handlers who had trained 

search and rescue dogs in Canada, New Zealand, Scotland, Slovenia and Australia came 

together, joined by a Churchill Trust Fellow who had travelled the world researching search and 

rescue dogs. This formidable team had a single goal: to develop a volunteer search and rescue 

dog capability to bring NSW in line with the rest of the country, and the world. 

 

Search and rescue dogs are used worldwide, and are unparalleled when it comes to finding 

people. They have incredible noses, are safe to use, can be deployed quickly, will efficiently 

search rough and dense terrain, and can be used at night when searches are often scaled back. 

 

Where these teams really excel is in the common searches for young children, people with 

dementia or autism, or those who may self-harm. These people can hide from the searchers, but 

not from dogs! In Europe and other parts of the world, volunteer search dog teams have been 

used for 60 years to support units undertaking land searches. 

 

We currently utilize and train two types of search dogs: air scenting dogs and trailing dogs. Air 

scenting dogs work off lead and find and follow any human scent. On finding missing people, the 

dog returns to the handler, alerts by barking and/or bouncing and takes the handler back to the 

person. 

 

Trailing dogs are trained to track a specific scent. Unlike the ANKC sport of Tracking, search dogs 

need to be able to track 8-24 hour old human tracks under various conditions and changing 

surfaces (such tracks are much ‘older’ than the tracks laid for the sport of Tracking). 



Volunteer Rescue Association … continued
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Does this sound like something you’d like to do?  

 

If so, there are a few ways you can get involved! 

 

Do you want to become a Search Dog Handler or Assistant? 

 

Being a search dog handler is incredibly rewarding but a difficult role. Most search dog teams 

take on average 12 –18 months to become fully qualified, while handlers need to take VRA 

courses such as Land Search, Map Reading, Navigation, First Aid etc.  

 

We are looking for more handlers that have medium-sized dogs between 12 months – 4 years old 

and who have a high drive. Dogs must be friendly and safe around people, other dogs and 

wildlife. The dogs have to pass an obedience test, which, among other tasks, involves a five 

minute stay followed by a five minute stay with the handler out of sight. 

 

Members themselves must be mobile and fit, as our searches often happen in remote locations, 

difficult terrain and inclement weather.  

 

There are multiple roles that Assistants can do, too. We need more volunteers with skills in 

communication, logistics, organising and more.   

 

For more detailed information for both roles please go to https://sardogs.org.au/joining/. 

 

Would you like to help occasionally in the local region? 

 

We also need help locally! We are always looking for people who are willing to be ‘bodies’ (ie 

hiding during training for the dogs to find you). This could be at the ACT Companion Dog Club 

during weekly training sessions or at other locations around Canberra. You don’t need any special 

skills or training other than patience and good walking shoes! 

 

If you think you’d like to help, please contact Tash on Tjasa.bohwhiteman@vrarescue.org. 

 

For more information about the VRA see: 

• https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-11-22/volunteer-rescue-association-dog-jato-trained-

missing-people-nsw/101678988 

• https://sardogs.org.au 

• https://www.facebook.com/K9SearchRescueVRA 

• K9SearchRescueVRA on Instagram 

 

The VRA Rescue NSW has hired the Club’s Back Paddock for weekly training sessions for new dog 

and handler teams during 2023. Training is expected to be held late on Tuesday afternoons.  

https://sardogs.org.au/joining/
mailto:Tjasa.bohwhiteman@vrarescue.org
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-11-22/volunteer-rescue-association-dog-jato-trained-missing-people-nsw/101678988
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-11-22/volunteer-rescue-association-dog-jato-trained-missing-people-nsw/101678988
https://sardogs.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/K9SearchRescueVRA
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           Training Tips 

The following article is reproduced with permission from the Pet Professional Guild Australia’s  

website. The author, Barbara Hodel, is the immediate past President of PPGA, and she runs a  

rewards-based force-free behavioural training business (https://goodog.com.au/) in Sydney.  

Teenage Dogs 
How to love and survive your teenage dog – and 
keep your sanity! 
By Barbara Hodel ©  

The teenage phase is a challenging time for 

the humans and their dogs. There is also a lot of 

good information available on how to deal 

with the puppy stage challenges, small dog, 

small problems. But once the cute pup turns 

into an adolescent delinquent, things can start 

to fall apart. Humans are often surprised at the 

change in their puppy. Almost overnight they 

seem to turn into unruly teenagers. 

 

Humans are ill-prepared for the challenges of a 

teenage dog: the emotional response and 

over the top reaction to some stimuli, forgotten 

training, increased exercise requirements, need 

for more mental stimulation and ongoing  

socialisation. 

 

Dogs enter the teenage phase around 7 to 12 

months and reach social maturity between 24 

and 36 months. Smaller breeds and working 

dogs become teenagers earlier and mature 

earlier, too. Larger breeds and specifically 

gundogs, enter the teenage phase later and 

mature later. 

 

This is the time when dogs might be returned, 

end up in pounds and shelters or spend their 

days lonely in the backyard. 

 

It does not have to be like this! We need to 

understand that all beings, humans and 

animals, need to go through the teenage 

phase to reach the stability of adulthood. More 

and more research is available on the brain 

function of dogs and we can assume that like 

in humans, parts of the brain mature at 

different rates. The more basic functions at the 

back of the brain mature first, whereas the 

parts in the brain responsible for controlling 

impulse or planning mature later. Emotional 

responses, especially the urgency and intensity 

of the emotional reaction are affected during 

this time. We can see this when a teenage dog 

gets spooked by a man in a fluoro vest or a 

backpack on the ground, they just keep 

lunging and barking and seem unable to assess 

the situation correctly or calmly. An older dog, 

once they realise it is a human or an inanimate 

object on the floor, will just walk off and calm 

down. 

 

The teenage dogs do not do it on purpose but 

their brain, to put it casually, is still under 

construction. They are having a hard time to 

make good and calm decisions and need our 

help! Think of teenage dogs as the P-platers of 

the dog world. 

 

These young dogs now spend more and more 

time at home in the backyard because they 

are too boisterous to walk, they pull like freight 

Above: Irish Red and White Setter ‘Eliwort’ sitting on 

his little red stool at 4 months of age – still in his 

puppy phase of physical and social development 

(Photo: Anne Robertson) 

https://goodog.com.au/
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Teenage dogs … continued

trains, do not come back when called and 

jump on visitors and their humans. They have 

forgotten their training and have selective 

hearing. They also have gotten into a few run-

ins with other dogs at the off-leash park. They 

now become unemployed and will soon be self

-employed, meaning they dig up the 

backyard, eat the pool lights and bark at 

anything that moves. It is downhill from there 

and it becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

 

Their social skills deteriorate further and their 

world becomes very small. They meet the same 

people and dogs. Because they have stopped 

interacting with new people or dogs, they 

‘forget’ how to deal with new situations or 

might get scared. Scared dogs are dogs who 

react inappropriately or show aggression 

towards unknown dogs or people. 

 

This pattern can be fatal! Behavioural problems 

are one of the main reasons for euthanasia of 

young dogs and surrender to shelters. 

 

But there are positive and effective ways of 

dealing with dogs during their teenage phase: 

 

Keep socialising. While early socialisation is 

important it does not stop with a puppy 

preschool or at 16 weeks. Teenage dogs need 

to be socialised on an ongoing basis. They 

need to meet new people and dogs, go to 

new places and have new and positive 

experiences. Socialisation is not just exposure; it 

is creating positive associations! 

 

Attend a teenage dog training class. Attending 

a well-run class for teenage dogs with a force-

free qualified trainer helps with ongoing 

socialisation, provides support and guardians 

may realise that they are not alone. 

 

Find a balance between mental and physical 

stimulation. Teaching them something new on 

an ongoing basis, such as tricks or a brush up 

on obedience skills is a good start. Using part of 

their food for enrichment in food-dispensing 

toys, recycled plastic bottles, pizza boxes, 

paper rolls etc helps, too. Or, if so inclined, why 

not take up a dog sport: Agility, Obedience, 

Rally, Flyball, Tricks or Nose Work. 

 

Keep an open line of communication. Dogs do 

not speak English but they communicate with 

the ones who listen, or more accurately, watch. 

They communicate with body language. While 

most of us will see when our dogs get really 

upset, we often miss the early signs of stress and 

discomfort. If we see these signs they do not 

need to lunge or bark. The early stress signs 

have different names. I like to call them 

displacement behaviours because it describes 

what we see: a normal behaviour displayed 

out of context. The main ones are lip licking, 

yawning, head turns, shake offs, intent sniffing. 

Dogs will lick their lips when we hold a treat in 

front of their nose, yawn when tired, turn their 

head when someone enters the room, shake 

off when wet and sniff if there is a new smell. 

However, if they do any of these when another 

dog or stranger approaches they might be 

stressed. We should try to help them by 

increasing distance and reinforce them for 

looking at us or moving away calmly. 

 

Keep it positive. A classic is the couch. The dog 

Above: Same stool—bigger dog! ‘Eliwort’ sitting on 

his little red stool at 11 months of age – entering his 

teenage phase of physical and social 

development 

(Photo: Anne Robertson) 



is on the couch. The guardian first asks the dog 

to get off the couch, then ‘commands’ the 

dog to get off and then resorts to pulling the 

dog off, the dog growls or even snaps. Often 

this is the beginning of the end for a 

relationship. Firstly, the dog is not on the couch 

because they plan on taking over the 

household and then the world. The dog is on 

the couch because it is the most comfortable 

place and they have not been taught to go to 

their bed. If the dog is not allowed on your 

couch teaching a ‘go to bed cue’ is the first 

step. It is important that all family members are 

enforcing the same rules. Dogs to the wrong 

thing because they have not been trained 

properly or the wrong things are reinforced. The 

best way to address unwanted behaviours is to 

teach an alternate behaviour out of context, in 

this case, go to bed, and then gradually bring it 

back to the problematic situation. 

 

If necessary ‘interrupt’ (call their name) – 

‘redirect’ (ask for an incompatible behaviour 

like sit instead of jumping) –‘reinforce’ (treat, 

praise, toy, interaction). This should be our go-

to approach if something goes wrong. 

 

Reinforce the effort. Despite all the bravado 

they are showing, young dogs are insecure. We 

need to acknowledge the effort and reinforce 

all the good things instead of focusing on the 

bad stuff. 

 

Let them make choices if safe and possible. A 

lot of dogs are not going to the off-leash park 

anymore because they got into altercations 

with another dog. If no one was hurt, the dog is 

not aggressive, they just need more 

socialisation. Teaching a reliable recall is the 

first step we need to take, then we need to 

manage the environment. This means going to 

the park when it is not too busy and match our 

dog with suitable play mates or organise play 

dates. Hopefully, the guardians have attended 

a good puppy preschool that allowed for off 

leash interaction and are able to read body 

language and good play. Good play ebbs and 

flows, roles are reversed, the activities shift, 

there are pauses and invitations to play are 

frequent (play bow, eye flashing, lifted paws 

etc). If it gets too rough, we call the dogs back 

to us, ask them to sit to calm things down and 

start again. If a dog shows aggression seek 

professional help. 

 

The good thing about teenage dogs is that this 

phase does not go for years. With the right 

information, additional socialisation, training 

and a good sense of humour it may only last for 

a few months and our teenage dog has 

become a well adjusted and happy friend for 

life. 

 

 

 

If you are struggling with your teenage dog’s 

behaviour please talk to your instructor or a 

member of the Club’s Behaviour Training Sub-

committee (see the session manager during 

classes or email the Club office on 

contact@actcdc.org.au). If necessary, we can 

refer you to a qualified rewards-based  

force-free behaviour trainer or a behavioural 

veterinarian for a private one-on-one 

consultation. 

 

But wait … there’s more! 

 

You can read more about the delights and 

challenges of living with teenage dogs in  

Barbara Hodel’s complete guide. 

 

It’s available as a paperback ($29.00) or an  

e-book ($24.00). 

 

For further details see https://goodog.com.au/

product/how-to-love-and-survive-your-teenage

-dog-barbara-hodel-book/ 
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Teenage dogs … continued
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In the event of a veterinary emergency over summer contact: 

• Animal Referral Hospital—364 Fairbairn Avenue, Pialligo T 6280 6344 

• Canberra Veterinary Emergency Services—21 Crinigan Circuit, Gungahlin  
 T 6225 7257 



Page |19 The Good Companion | November 2022| Vol 34 | No 4 

Safe in the sun 

Keeping safe in the sun 

• Ensure your dog has a shady spot to 

retreat to in your back yard, such as a 

pergola or under a tree or shrubbery. 

• On really hot days, leave your dog inside 

with air conditioning if possible. 

• Ensure there is plenty of cool fresh water 

available inside and outside your house.  

• Provide a child’s shell pool with water, so 

your dog can hop in and cool down.  

• Never leave your dog in a closed vehicle, 

even with the windows down, the 

temperature in a closed car can rise very 

quickly to a dangerous level.  

• Remember your dog does not wear 

shoes. Be careful of hot sand, paved 

paths and asphalted roads. Place the 

back of your hand on the surface, wait 

five seconds. If it’s too hot for you, it’s too 

hot for your dog. 

• If out in the heat for extended periods, or 

if you have a black dog that attracts the 

heat or a dog with a thick coat, a good 

quality cooling jacket is a necessary 

summer accessory.  

• Walk your dogs in the early morning or 

late afternoon, avoiding the heat in the 

middle of the day.  

Going to the beach? 

 

Dogs can be impacted by sunburn. Do not stay 

on the beach for extended periods and 

provide your dog shade. You can purchase 

dog sunscreen, especially handy for dogs with 

pink skin.  

 

Don’t let your dog drink the saltwater, always 

provide fresh water. Saltwater can make a dog 

sick.  

 

Be aware of your surroundings. Things to look 

out for on the beach:  

• Other dogs on the beach. Not all dogs on 

the beach may be friendly or trained. 

Carry your lead with you and put your 

dog on the lead when other dogs 

approach, until you are sure all the dogs 

are compatible.  

• Be mindful of handlers on the beach, 

chucking a ball or a stick well into the 

waves. Some dogs will swim out to 

retrieve these items. Your dog may get 

excited and follow and could get into 

trouble in the water.  

• If walking on a beach, be mindful of 

smelly exciting things  (eg dead fish, fish 

bones, dead birds or dangerous items, 

like fishing line with hooks or blue bottles). 

Yes, I did have a Labrador that ate a blue 

bottle. The quick trip to the vet resulted in 

antihistamine and penicillin and advice 

“best to let it pass naturally than try and 

bring it back up again”! 

• Remember, running your dog on a 

beach is special, however these areas 

are shared by many .Please pick up after 

your dog.  

 

By Barbara Gough 

Above: Jack and Bessie enjoying a shady spot 

Above: Jack at his favourite beach — Lions 

Beach at Pambula 



Safe in the sun … continued

 
The Club Shop now stocks Australian-brand Big & Little 

Dogs All-rounder dog harnesses. The harness features 

a buckle at the neck, so that it doesn't need to go 

over the dog’s head as well as two side buckles.  It 

also has two points of attachment for the lead—a ring 

on the back and a ring on the chest to provide a little 

extra control while teaching  your dog to walk nicely 

on lead.  The non-restrictive design is an ideal choice 

for puppies and adolescent dogs. 

 

The Club Shop also sells Freedom No-Pull harnesses 

which are ideal for older dogs. The Freedom No-pull 

harness also has two points of attachment.  

NEW 
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MOST IMPORTANTLY: if travelling to the coast ensure you have a good tick regime. If unsure, 

please check with your vet and make sure you protect your dog prior to arriving at the coast. Ticks 

live in humid, moist bushy areas. This year has been moist. Ensure you stick to regular worn paths to 

the beach, do not go walking through bushland with your dog and physically check your dog 

every night for ticks.  Snakes are another reason not to take your dog off regular walking paths.   

 

For designated dog swimming beaches in the ACT see https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-

and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/recreation-with-my-dog.  

 

For dog friendly beaches on the coast see: 

• Shoalhaven City Council 

• https://www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/For-Residents/Pets-Animals/Off-leash-Prohibited-Areas 

• Eurobodalla Shire Council 

• https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/residents/pets/dog-friendly-beaches-and-areas 

• Bega Valley Shire Council 

• https://begavalley.nsw.gov.au/community/dog-walking-areas 

https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/recreation-with-my-dog
https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/recreation-with-my-dog
https://www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/For-Residents/Pets-Animals/Off-leash-Prohibited-Areas
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/residents/pets/dog-friendly-beaches-and-areas
https://begavalley.nsw.gov.au/community/dog-walking-areas
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    Oh Behave ! 

     By Jess McNamara-Rice © 

Mislabelling guarding 
Jess McNamara-Rice is a Delta Society qualified dog trainer, CDC Agility instructor, and owner 

and operator of A.B.C.D.O.G Dog Training. She previously worked for several years as an RSPCA 

behavioural trainer. She is a qualified Greenhounds Assessor and holds a Diploma in Advanced 

Animal Behaviour. In this occasional series, Jess provides advice on common training and 

behavioural issues using positive reinforcement.  

Resource guarding is the guarding of a 

resource the dog finds valuable. It could be 

food, toys, human possessions, space (such as 

doorways), humans, beds or furniture. The 

motivation of true guarding varies but is usually 

caused by genetics (some dogs are bred to 

guard); increased competition brought on by 

lack of food or large litters; or by humans 

annoying or threatening the dog while they are 

near or in possession of the resource. However, 

there are many behaviours that look like 

guarding – and often get labelled as resource 

guarding – which, in fact, are not. The strong 

reaction to having a stimulus removed, or the 

threat of having it removed, may just be the 

symptom of an underlying issue. 

 

Things to consider before labelling a dog a 

resource-guarder are: 

• ruling out underlying 

pain; 

• the relationship with 

the person who it has 

‘guarded’ from; 

• other stressors; 

• underlying anxiety; 

and/or 

• trigger stacking. 

 

Research into shelter behavioural assessments 

showed that many dogs who displayed 

guarding behaviours during the behavioural 

assessments, showed little to no signs of 

guarding once established in an adoptive 

home. This could have been due to many 

different reasons, however the most likely is 

trigger stacking. The dogs were likely to have 

already had elevated stress hormones before 

the assessment which made them less able to 

cope with the removal of the item. In the 

home, where they were (hopefully) relaxed, 

their hormones may not have been elevated 

and so were able to tolerate the stressor more 

easily.  This is similar to dogs who display 

guarding behaviours as a symptom of anxiety. 

The guarding displayed may reduce 

dramatically when the anxiety is addressed 

appropriately. 

Relationship may also play a big factor here. I 

often see a decrease in guarding as puppies 

and dogs build a trusting relationship with their 

people. As your trust account increases, the 

more likely you are to be able to do slightly 

unpleasant things to your dog (like taking 

something away from them) without the dog 

escalating to aggression. This, of course, isn’t 

always the case. I have seen dogs who have 

amazing relationships with their owners still 

suddenly escalate to active aggression when 

guarding. In these scenarios the guarding is 

often caused by genetics or linked to anxiety 

rather than learnt. 

 

Dogs who show signs of aggression when they 

are approached on their bed or furniture are 

often labelled resource-guarders. However, 

there could be many different 

causes for the dog not 

wanting to be approached, 

including pain. If the dog is 

suffering abdominal or spine 

pain, when they are lying 

down they may feel more 

vulnerable and the human 

may touch areas which elicit 

pain. If the dog is on heat, she 

may also be more irritable 

and uncomfortable and may not want to 

move. Also, the dog may not have an escape 

route and may feel trapped. If the dog has not 

developed a high level of trust, not having the 

option of avoiding interaction may cause a 

defensive display. The dog may be capable of 

standing up and walking away – but that 

involves effort and potentially showing 

aggression involves less. They also may have 

been punished for being on the furniture in the 

past and the approach of the person may be 

perceived as a threat. 

 

These scenarios would all be treated differently 

and so when speaking to a trainer it is 

important to provide as much information as 

possible. If you notice anything you think is 

guarding, note down as much information as 

possible not only about the event, but any 



Oh behave … continued
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events leading up to it. Make note of any other behavioural changes and any changes in the 

dog’s environment. Do not replicate the situation again – trainers do not need to ‘see’ the 

guarding and the more that it is practiced, the more difficult it will be to modify. 

 
If you have concerns about the behaviours described above please contact the Club’s Behaviour Training 

Sub-committee at contact@actcdc.org.au. These behaviours cannot be addressed in the Club’s group 

training classes but we will refer you to a qualified rewards-based force-free trainer to help analyse the 

behaviour and develop management and behaviour modification strategies. 

 

Illustration previous page: Shutterstock Stock Vector ID: 1623802843  

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Did you know that the Club is managed by members—just like you—who put themselves forward 

to serve on the Club’s Main Committee or one of the Sub– committees that organise the Club’s 

many sports activities. The Main Committee is elected at the Annual General Meeting while  

Sub–committees are drawn from members and instructors who participate in the various sports. 

Membership and contact details for the Main Committee and Sub-committees is available on 

page 10.  Most of the Club’s current Committee were profiled in the November 2019, November 

2020, December 2021 and September 2022 issues of The Good Companion, see https://

actcdc.org.au/the-good-companion-magazine/.  

Cherie Wilkinson, the Committee’s newest member, provides a little information about herself 

below. Cherie is also one of the Club’s trainee Behaviour Training instructors. 

Getting to know your Committee 

CHERIE WILKINSON 

 

When and why did you join the Club? 

We joined the club in 2020 after 

adopting our first dog from the 

RSPCA. We were interested in getting 

into dog sports and wanted ongoing 

training, the ACT Companion Dog 

Club looked like a great match. 

 

What do you like best about the 

Club? 

The sense of community and 

commitment of volunteers, 

particularly at trials. Everyone is 

always ready to lend a hand. 

 

What type of dog(s) do you have? 

Our aforementioned rescue ‘Umi’ is 

an Australian Blue Heeler in an 

Australian Kelpie costume (her DNA 

results say all Heeler, but she has a 

leaner build than what most would 

associate with Heelers). She’s a bit 

over three years old now. We also 

have a new pup ‘Roo’ who is a 

Border Collie x Koolie. She is almost 

seven months old. 

 

What attracted you to the type of dog(s) or specific dog(s) that you have? 

I have a history of fostering dogs and always fell for the herding breeds. I love their problem-solving 

skills and the connection they build with their handlers. 

 

What Club training activities do you do with your dog(s)? 

Umi and I participate in Tricks. She also does Agility with my partner. We are in Puppy Foundation 

classes with Roo at the moment and would love to start Rally or even maybe Tracking as she's 

shown a real interest in Nose Work games. 

 

When can members find you at the Club? 

I’m around on Sunday and Wednesday mornings for the Behaviour Training classes, both for 

classes with my own dogs and assisting instructing.  

https://actcdc.org.au/the-good-companion-magazine/
https://actcdc.org.au/the-good-companion-magazine/
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Poodle crosses like labradoodles (Labrador retriever x Poodle), cockapoos (Cocker Spaniel x 

Poodle) and Cavoodles (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel x Poodle), also known as ‘designer 

crossbreeds’, are increasingly popular. This study, conducted in the United Kingdom, aimed to 

understand the motivations driving the popularity of ‘designer crossbreeds’. People who 

purchased ‘designer crossbreed’ (n= 1575) and purebred (n= 4718) puppies in 2020 were 

surveyed. Respondents answered questions about their purchasing experience, and the reasons 

they chose that breed or crossbreed. 

 

A total of 47.1% of people who purchased ‘designer crossbreed’ puppies said they were 

motivated by the perception that they are ‘hypoallergenic’ and, consequently, good for people 

with allergies. However, there is no scientific evidence that poodle-crosses are ‘hypoallergenic’. 

‘Designer crossbreed’ puppies cost significantly more than purebred puppies and were more 

likely to be a ‘convenience purchase’ via online classifieds like Gumtree (13.8%). 

 

While all puppy purchasers said they had tried to find dog breeders they felt were trustworthy, this 

study raised concerns about irresponsible dog breeding and selling practices that may put dog 

welfare at risk. For example, people who purchased ‘designer crossbreeds’ were less likely to 

have seen the puppy, littermates or mother dog face-to-face, or to have received the results of 

health testing. While in some instances crossbreeding has been used to improve the health of 

purebred dogs, the authors recommend further investigation into the health and behaviour of 

‘designer crossbreeds’. 

 

Burnett E, Brand CL, O’Neill DG et al (2022) ‘How much is that doodle in the window? Exploring 

motivations and behaviours of UK owners acquiring designer crossbreed dogs (2019-2020)’. 

Canine Medicine and Genetics doi:10.1186/s40575-022-00120-x.  

 

Abstract from RSPCA Australia Animal Welfare Science Update (Issue 78, July 2022) 

Approximately 13% of the more than 700 dogs that currently attend the Club are Poodle crosses—

and this has remained so for the past five years. So, yes, they are the most populous type of dog 

at the Club—matched only by the Border Collie (also 13%). The next most populous dog is the 

Labrador Retriever (6%), followed by the Golden Retriever (5%), Australian Kelpie (4%) and  

German Shepherd Dog (3%). ‘Paddles’ (below) is one of the Club’s oodles—though she is an  

exception regarding her ‘origin’ story. She was adopted from the RSPCA at the age of 8 months 

and is now in the Club’s Companion Plus level in the Behaviour Training stream. 

Poodle crosses are very popular  

but in reality “oodles” may not meet the motivating expectations of owners 

The Club’s oodles of oodles 
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Display Team 

By Barbara Gough — Co-ordinator 

The Club’s Display Team have participated in two local events since the last issue of The Good 

Companion.  

 

This year Floriade returned and the beautiful flowers, and in particular the tulips, were again a 

feature in Commonwealth Park. Many visitors returned from interstate and locally to enjoy the 

wide variety of blooms.  

 

On  Sunday16 October 2022 we were able to once again return to the ‘Dogs Day Out’ at 

Floriade. The Club’s Display Team gave a 30 minute display of heeling to music, stays and tricks. 

This was well received by the audience and we were invited to return again in 2023.  

 

After the display, we wandered around the gardens, had a coffee or wine and a bite to eat, 

while enjoying the sun, a local jazz band and the wonderful aroma of the flowers. Shown above 

are (left to right) Neale and Margaret with Coco, Terri with Jasper and Murphy, Marcelo with Paxi, 

Barbara with Jack, Beryl with Bailey, Elizabeth with Sheba, Nici with Benson and Mike with Maisie 

and Indi. Anne-Marie with Rusty and Bridget with Mia were off tip-toeing through the tulips! 

 

On Saturday 19 November 2022, seven members of the Team attended the Hall Village Christmas 

Below: Our very well-trained Display Team dogs posing for a Floriade photo (left to right) Jasper, Murphy, 

Jack, Paxi, Bailey, Sheba, Benson, Coco, Indy and Maisie (Photo: Marcelo Munoz) 
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Display team … continued

Fair. Similar to attending Floriade, after two years of COVID-19 it was fun to be out and about at a 

Christmas Fair. There were a variety of stalls, a classic car display, the bush fire brigade letting 

children work the fire hose, woodcutting, lots of Christmas stalls and several stands of pet treats 

and equipment. It was a real family day out. 

 

The Team again gave a display of heeling to music, stays and tricks finishing with the ever-popular 

sending our dogs to sit in boxes. We then explained and gave some examples of the core 

behaviours we teach new dogs and handlers in the Club’s Behaviour Training classes such as 

targetting the hand, following the hand, sending to mats and hoops, and high-fives. Once again 

we received positive feedback with the organiser of the markets telling us she had people 

coming up to her to let her know how much they enjoyed watching the display. 

 

Why do we do these public displays? We do the displays for several reasons: to promote the Club; 

to promote the benefit of training your dogs and the fun you can have with them regardless of 

their size, age or breed; and finally because the dogs really love doing it.  

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all the members of the Display Team for their commitment 

to our performances this year. 

 

Want to join the Team? Have you competed Companion Plus (Level 5) in the Behaviour Training 

stream? If so, come and have a chat about joining the Team’s training classes held every Sunday 

during school terms from 11.00am to 12 noon. 

Above: The Display Team at the Hall Village Christmas Fair (left to right) Barbara with Jack, David with Pepe, 

Elizabeth with Sheba, Nici with Benson, Terri with Jasper and Murphy, Mike with Maisie and Beryl with Bailey. 
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        Dogs-As-Therapy Team 

    By Lesley Pothan 

The Dogs as Therapy (DAT) teams have been 

visiting homes successfully over the last few 

months. We continue to be tested for COVID-19 

on arrival and wear masks throughout the visit 

for the safety of the residents. Our team number 

have grown since resuming visits this year and 

we now have 25 active teams! We have also 

added two new places to our list of residences: 

Warrigal in Queanbeyan and Goodwin Home in 

Monash, making a total of eight residences 

being visited monthly.  

 

For this issue of The Good Companion, I would 

like to make special mention of one of our 

longest-serving DAT members, Kath MacQuarrie. 

Kath has been part of the DAT program for 

almost 30 years. Kath’s current Miniature 

Schnauzers – Rocky, Hope and Ash – have 

accompanied Kath on her many trips to St 

Andrews Village in Hughes and Calvary John 

James Hospital in Deakin. Kath has a 

background in pastoral care and brings a very 

important element to the group. As well, Kath is 

a committee member of the Pets and Positive 

Ageing (PAPA) organisation in Canberra. PAPA 

supports ageing pet owners focussing on 

practical initiatives to support the welfare needs 

of older pet owners and their pets. 

 

In November, Kath was awarded the Council on 

The Ageing (COTA) Senior Award for Advocacy 

2022, celebrating her work over 30 years in 

aged care with therapy dogs. Also, this month 

Kath received a Mary Potter Excellence Award 

2022 for her work for the last five years at 

Calvary John James Hospital with Rocky and 

latterly Ash. On behalf of CDC I’d like to thank 

Kath for her contribution and many hours of 

community service over many years helping the 

elderly and bringing some joy or peace to those 

she and her dogs visit. A very worthy recipient of 

these awards. 

 

The positive benefits of Dogs as Therapy are well 

documented – reduction in blood pressure and 

levels of stress to name a couple.   Therapy dogs 

provide a warm interaction intended to improve 

the mental, emotional, social and physical 

health of a resident. We are always looking for 

more teams. We would love to hear from you: 

if your dog - 

• has completed the Behaviour Training 

Graduation level or equivalent; 

• is at least two years old with a good 

temperament; 

• enjoys meeting people; 

Below: Kath receiving her award from Jenny 

Mobbs, CEO COTA ACT 

Above: Lynn Robinson’s Poodle X‘ Rosie’ and Kath 

McQuarrie’s Miniature Schnauzer ‘Rocket’ 
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Dogs As Therapy … continued

•  likes to be touched; and  

• is comfortable around other dogs.  

and if you can: 

• find a couple of spare hours during the week, once or twice a month 

we would love to hear from you! 

 

Just send an email via the office (contact@actcdc.org.au). 

Dogs As Therapy teams in action 

Clockwise from top left:  

Laura Fleitas with Miniature Fox Terrier ‘Cooper’; Linda Hall & 

Toy Poodle ‘Archie’, Nina De Caritat & Miniature Schnauzer 

‘Rocket’, Kath McQuarrie and Anne Faulconbridge & 

Miniature Schnauzer ‘Pippa’ in their PPE Covid-19 gear; Kath 

McQuarrie’s Miniature Schnauzer ‘Rocket’; and Marcelo 

Munoz’s Poodle X ‘Paxi’ 

Want to know more about Pets And Positive Ageing (PAPA) - Keeping older pet owners and pets 

together?  Have a look at the organisation’s website:  https://www.petsandpositiveageing.com/ 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
https://www.petsandpositiveageing.com/
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Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog are great 

sports to build your communication and 

relationship with your dog. Our Sub-committee 

organises classes for teams that are interested 

in exploring these sports as well as Dances With 

Dogs and Trick Dog trials. 

 

It has been a great last term for 2022 with the 

number of participants and classes continuing 

to grow. In Term 4 we ran two streams of 

Starters/Novice Trick Dog classes, one on the 

Club grounds instructed by Lesley Pothan and 

one in the Pavilion at Queanbeyan 

Showgrounds instructed by Claire Weekes. 

Claire has also been instructing our 

Intermediate/Advanced Trick Dog stream. We 

welcomed back a DWD-focused stream with 

Raelene Stewart as the instructor. Trick Dog is 

the perfect starting point for getting into 

Dances With Dogs: once teams have a few 

solid tricks under their belt weaving them into a 

routine with music is all that is needed to get 

dancing! The re-establishment of DWD classes 

has helped handlers do just that.  

 

We have also seen some management 

changes in the latter half of this year with Amy 

Smith taking over the role of Convenor and 

myself taking up the role of Committee Liaison. 

The two of us have been learning the ropes 

during Term 4. Both of these roles were 

previously with Juliet Ward, who we thank for 

her great efforts in progressing Trick Dog at the 

Club and keeping our Sub-committee running 

smoothly. We have also welcomed Claire 

Weekes onto the DWD/Trick Dog Sub-

committee. 

 

Dog ACT has begun a Trick Dog Judges 

Training course that we are very excited about. 

Trick Dog only became an Australian National 

Kennel Council (ANKC) sport in 2020 and being 

so new (and combined with the travel 

restrictions of COVID-19) it has proven tricky 

logistically when organising judges for trials so 

we are looking forward to having more 

qualified local judges. Holly Rieger, Raelene 

Stewart, Natasha Sands and Dana Simonsen 

from CDC are undertaking the training along 

with members from the other clubs in 

Canberra. . 

 

This term our members have also been involved 

in trials, with many competing in the Belconnen 

Dog Obedience Club’s Dances With Dogs and 

Trick Dog trials in October and a few travelling 

out to Cooma and District Kennel and 

Obedience Club for their Trick Dog trial in late 

November. Our Sub-committee will be busy 

over the break planning a Trick Dog Mock Trial 

on the Club grounds in early February to assist 

with the training of the new Trick Dog judges, as 

well as our first proper trials for 2023 in April. 

 

Thank you to the DWD and Trick Dog Sub-

committee - Amy Smith, Jill Bradfield, Holly 

Rieger, Raelene Stewart, Tara McLaughlin, 

Lesley Pothan and Claire Weekes, and to our 

wonderful community of members that make 

classes so fun and welcoming. 

 By Cherie Wilkinson  — Liaison 

    Dances With Dogs 

       & Trick Dog 

Left: Vanessa March’s Border Collie 

‘Pippa’ demonstrating the ‘Lift 

your paws – left and right’ in the 

Novice class at the Club’s Trick 

Dog Test in September. 

 

(Photo: Joanne Hagan 

Photography) 
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Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog … continued

Clockwise from top left:  Juliet Ward and Rhodesian Ridgeback ‘Freda’ demonstrating ‘follow target stick’: 

Lesley Pothan and Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever ‘Morse’ demonstrating ‘leg weave’; Claire Weekes and 

German Shorthaired Pointer ‘Ari’ demonstrating ‘nose to hand touch (2 seconds)’; and Hari Lodwicks’ Koolie 

‘Tabasco’ demonstrating ‘step up’ while competing at the Club’s Trick Dog Test in September. 

(Photos: Joanne Hagan Photography) 

Scenes from the  

CDC Trick Dog Test 

10 September 2022 
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Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog … continued

Top left and bottom: Jill Bradfield and Australian Kelpie ‘Possum’ performing a routine to music in the Freestyle 

Novice class; Top right: Holly Rieger and Saluki ‘Ruka’ performing a routine to music in the Freestyle Starters 

class.  Both achieved qualifying scores towards their titles. 

(Photos: Joanne Hagan Photography) 

Scenes from the  

CDC DWD Competition 

11 September 2022 
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Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog  … continued

Results from the CDC Trick Dog Test — 10 September 2022 
Club members only 

Trick Dog Starter – Judge Rochelle Manderson (points out of 60) 

1st Q   Davies, N Pendlview Adventuring Again 60.00 

3rd Q  Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 59.90 

3rd Q  Walkington, A Riftintime Bohemian Rhapsody 59.90 

5th Q  Walkington, A Chergari Silent Night 59.80 

6th Q  White, A Borderlight Totem Spirit 59.70 

7th Q  Scott, J Ribbon 59.10 

8th Q  Weekes, C Klausnkesh Catch Me If You Can 58.50 

9th Q  Pappas, C Louanda Pocket Full of Dreams 58.40 

10th Q Trotter, J Lucy 58.30 

11th Q  Erwin, C Lempo Avenging Rogue 58.00 

12th Q  Atyeo, C Antalyas Cino 56.10 

13th Q  Hagan, J Kruz Song of the Future 56.00 

14th Q  White, K Luna 55.20 

15th Q  Pothan, L Tolleron Likea Stargazer 53.80 

18th Q  Lodwick, A Pepper 47.60 

21st Q  Lodwick, A Tabasco 45.00 

 

Trick Dog Novice – Judge Sarah Trembath (points out of 80)  

1st Q   Frawley, L Morningmyst Lord of the Isle 80.00 

4th Q  Stewart, R Frogwyck Paris 79.50 

5th Q  Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 78.30 

6th Q   Frawley, L Morningmyst Reflections 78.00 

8th Q  Sands, N Albionshore Nebula 77.50 

9th Q  White, A Kerodan Wicca Spirit 77.00 

11th Q  March, V Pippa 76.80 

13th Q  Frawley, L Twigworth Jasper 76.00 

16th Q  Simonsen, D N CH Perfu Apollo 71.50 

18th Q  Simonsen, D Ch Perfu Starry Knight 66.00 

19th Q  Ward, J Amuru Hasijna 65.00 

 

Trick Dog Intermediate – Judge Elaine Kennedy  

No Club qualifiers 

 

Trick Dog Advanced – Judge Elaine Kennedy  

No Club qualifiers 

Results from the CDC Dances With Dogs Competition  

— 11 September 2022 
Club members only 

Starter Freestyle (AM) – maximum points 180 

1st Q   Rieger, H Saluki Ch Te Hau Uru Mai Tawhiti (Imp NZ) 161.30 

 

Freestyle Novice (AM) – maximum points 180 

 

2nd Q  Bradfield, J Australian Kelpie Possum 160.80 

 

Freestyle Novice (PM) – maximum points 180 

 

3rd Q  Bradfield, J Australian Kelpie Possum 153.10 



               Term Three (2022) Results 
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FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION 

 

Adrian Hall & Kaia 

Alexandra O'Brien & Juniper 

Alison Burr & Bonnie 

Amy Shakespeare & Andy 

Andrea Hateley & Campbell 

Andrea Hateley & Forrest 

Andrea Twell & Teddy 

Andrew Szydzik & Mischa 

Annette  Barac & Lolly 

Bruce Pink & Lilly 

Cat Campbell & Molly 

Cath Sansum & Harvey 

Cecilia Nelmes & Midge 

Christian Pratezina & Pepe 

Christl  Watt & Shadow 

Clare D'Arcy & Rosie 

Clare Edsor & Hallie 

Dearne Grant & Frankie 

Dianne  Bandle  & Archie 

Elly Lawson & Ginny 

Emily Smith & Archie 

Emmy Yager & Cleo 

Fiona Hemsworth & Bailey 

Freya Velzeboer & Poppy 

Georgina Sainer & Suzy 

Gwladys Renaudon & Jet 

Hayden Jutrisa & Indi 

Ira Smith-Roberts & Summer  

Jacqui  Barr & Bear 

Jacqui Lovatt & Koda 

Jade  Sokic  & Jess 

Janine Hancocks & Tuxedo 

Jen  Stein & Myf 

Jen Geyer & Ralph 

Jennie Moore & Chip 

Jennifer  Guiver & Jonty 

Jennifer Marshall & River 

Jenny Greentree & Fergus 

Jinglan Wang & Bobo 

John Sheldon  & Naccho 

Joshua Spencer & Genevieve 

Julia Dunstan & Salty 

Juliet Ward & Khamsin 

Kate Finch & Pingu 

Kate Kelly & Neo 

Kerry Bates & Archie 

Kirsty Hilson & Isla 

Kristen Gidney & Bantha 

Liz Maloney & Bailey 

Marissa Harris & Pippa 

Maya Dawda & Romeo 

Michelle Brayshaw & Maisie 

Michelle Deavin & Milo 

Mikaela Goldstein & Coco Goldstein 

Natasha Sands & Pirate  

Neal Kretschmann  & Halifax 

Neil Fleming & Bennie 

Penny Henskens & Ebony 

Peta Sutton & Billie 

Qingyi (Angela) Zhang & Rufus Bear 

Rachael Jennings & Chops 

Rachel Dieckmann & April 

Rachel Muntz & Ash 

Rose McCrossen & Dusty 

Sam Allen & Rigby 

Samantha Whybrow & Smudge 

Sharleen McGurk & Milo 

Sharron Kinloch & Elvis 

Sian Rinaldi & Charlee  

Silvia  Sharp Page & Walter 

Simon Parcell & Juno 

Simon Parcell & Mudgee 

Skye Miller & Willow 

Subin Dutta & Hagrid 

Sue Hackney & Gracie 

Tessa Scrine & Nala 

Therese Quinn & Luna 

Tori Karabin & Moose 

Trish Atkinson  & Jasper 

Wendy  Townsend & Griffin 

 

CONSOLIDATION TO GRADUATION 

 

 Barbara Sullivan & Caddie 

 Nerida Spaccavento & Wilbur 

Amanda Bruce & Lucky 

Angela Valencia & Mochi 

Belinda Dopita & Eevee 

Brendon Santleben & Ralph 

Bronwyn Spackman & Aliaa 

Cara McNally & Lucy 

Cathy Moloney & Tayto 

Chris Carlsen & Hattie 

Ciaran Holmes & Zuri 

Connor Brookhouse & Gus 

Danielle Morris & Megsey 

Des Davis & Momo 

Elizabeth Hazlewood & Earl 

Elizabeth Lockley & Toast 

Emily Ireland & Bentley 

Emma Phillips & Ziggy 

Heidi Birkby & Marty 

Helen Palma & Audrey 

Helen Palma & Nikki 

Helene  Connor & Zorro 

Ian McNair & Molly 

Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so 

that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue. 

Results  are based on available documentation. 



Jessica Gear & Millie 

Jo Piper & Addi 

John Lovell & Luke 

John Wilton & Sammy 

Jonathan Kenna & Pippi 

Joseph Hulm & Mildred 

Josie Pentony Vran & Sadie 

Judith Ion & Juno 

Julia  Agostino & Roxy 

Justine Hall & Kika 

Karen Fisher & Rufus 

Katerina Broad & Cosmo 

Lauren MacLachlan & Winston 

Libbi, Maggie and Abi  Wilson & Lola 

Lisa Farrall & Remus 

Liza Sheil & Zuri  

Louise Whitting & Reggie 

Mary Mcdonald & Marco 

Mel MacDonald  & Kobe  

Melanie Chiera & Mabel 

Meredith Joslin & Euca 

Naomi Langmore & Delphi 

Natalie Aked & Boots 

Pernille Kardel & Billabong 

Peter Higgins & Minka 

Ruth Wheeler & Ripley 

Scarlett Gaffey & Molly 

Sue MacLeod & Charlie 

Susan Barnard & Saorise 

Veronika Pasalic & Daisy 

Zsofia Erdos & Fred 

 

GRADUATION TO COMPANION 

 

Amy Smith & Comet 

Anna Foxcroft & Rupert 

Clive Tarver & Murphy 

Donna Fraser & Odie 

Jeni Webster & Xero 

Jessica Pink & Kip van Meurs 

Julie Cutts & Finley 

Kara Mullarvey & Miss Barkley 

Kate Freeman & Marshall 

Katya Murphy & Ruby 

Kelly Sweeney & Bear 

Lucy Pumpa & Winston 

Michelle McGirr & Xena 

Mingxia Wang & Snowball 

Morgan Spinks & Max 

Nancy Amarat & Huckleberry  

Natalie Aked & Yeti 

Natalie Shadwell & Loki 

Patricia Lentfer & Tilly 

Phoebe Zardo & Tess 

Qingyi (Angela) Zhang & Charlie Bear  

Remi Chapman & Miffy 

Sam Losanno & Mylo 

Susan Liebke & Bella 

Tahni Schlimbach & Lola 

Toma Sriubiskyte  & Shanti 

 

COMPANION I TO COMPANION II 

 

Angel Bleich & Ollie 

Catherine Fry & Finnan 

Chris Klootwijk & Maukie (Henry) 

Emilie Morscheck & Darcy 

Holly Rieger & Ruka 

Jill Bradfield & Possum 

Johannah Wilson & Euca 

Julia  Duff & Piper 

Karen Flegg & Mel 

Kate Freeman & Harvey 

Kate Millhouse & Moss 

Kathryn Taylor & Valiant 

Kay Hick & Rocky 

Kylie Hughes & Miku 

Lauryn Angel & Jett  

Megan Hinchley & Sam  

Michael Carr & Jhana 

Nina de Caritat & Rocket 

Penny Ovington & Paddles 

Sharon Haines & Venice 

Zoe Leonard & Rai 
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Term 3 results  … continued

A relaxed Wednesday morning Companion Plus 

class enjoying the late spring weather 
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     Agility Action 

By Linda Spinaze — Convenor 

Here we are at the end of another year, and it 

seems that life goes faster and faster. 

 

The CDC Agility community has returned to 

pretty much normal activities for the past year, 

which has been a great blessing.  We have 

enjoyed our usual classes and trials in a way 

that is very similar to pre-COVID. 

 

The only ‘cloud on the horizon’ has been, so to 

speak, the clouds above us producing so much 

rain that many classes have had to be 

cancelled. And at times for a few weeks in a 

row.  Quite unheard-of here in Canberra.  So it 

has been hard for many handlers to progress 

from one class to the next because they simply 

have not managed to learn all the new skills 

required for the next class.  However, we need 

to keep reminding ourselves that progressing to 

the next level is not as important as learning at 

a pace that our dog is comfortable with. 

Pushing our dogs into higher levels may 

increase stress which will inhibit their learning. 

 

While I am on the subject of criteria, did you 

know that each level of Agility training hat the 

Club has certain criteria that need to be 

achieved before the handler and dog can be 

promoted to the next level?  We call these 

criteria our syllabus and this information will 

shortly be available from the Agility page on 

our website. This will enable handlers to check 

their progress through the various skills needed 

for promotion.  We also hope to post other 

Agility-related documents on the website to 

make it a useful reference site. 

 

Our busiest weekend recently was the October 

long-weekend when we hosted the Dogs ACT 

State Agility Trial.  We started the trial on Friday 

evening, and finished late on Sunday evening, 

so it was an exhausting weekend for most of us.  

Thanks to Kylie White for picking up the mantle 

of responsibility, and to Dana Simonsen for 

closely assisting Kylie.  And thanks to everyone 

who helped in any way – it was a fabulous few 

days, despite the cold weather. 

 

During the past few months we have been 

able to purchase more new equipment.  You 

may have noticed that we now have a new 

tyre, a new set of timing gates, renovated 

spread-hurdles and four new tunnels.  Our 

thanks to the Club’s Main Committee for 

approving these purchases. Our old tunnels 

were donated to a Bega-based dog club that 

had experienced devastating losses of 

equipment during the 2019-20 fires, and the old 

timing gates were accepted by the 

Tuggeranong Dog Training Club. 

 

We have welcomed two new members to the 

Agility Sub-committee: Kirstin Henderson, who is 

taking over as equipment manager to leave 

Kylie free to assist with trials, and Natasha 

Davies who will take on class management in 

the New Year. Thanks to both of Kirstin and 

Natasha for volunteering their time to assist the 

Club. 

Wintry conditions at the Dogs ACT State Agility Trial on the October long weekend 
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Agility action … continued

The Agility Sub-committee plans to run an Instructors Course in early 2023.  Invitations have been 

sent to handlers who may be ready for this challenge.  To be eligible for the course handlers need 

to 

• have participated in a Novice class for at least one session (or be soon to be promoted to 

that level): 

• be a financial member of the Club; and  

• have a passion for agility! 

The course has three components: 

• a theory component which is done online; 

• practical demonstrations of teaching skills on the field; and 

• assisting an experienced instructor at each level of training. 

If you are interested please email the Club office (contact@actcdc.org.au)  

 

Now it is time to relax and recover from the years’ activities.  Our dogs also need a change in 

routine so see if you can teach them something new and fun over the holiday period.  There are 

lots of ideas on the web if you can avoid the ads!! 

 

Hoping that you all enjoy the holiday season. See you in class in 2023! 

Results from the CDC Agility Trial — 13 September 2022 
Club members only 

Open Agility – Judge Jake Blight SCT 71.00 seconds 

2nd Q   Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 44.20  

3rd Q   Roberts, L Rue 44.24  

4th Q   March, V Pippa 47.61  

6th Q   Hodgman, S Effi 56.84  

7th Q   Fallon, N Neberden Perfectionist 59.99  

 

Masters Agility 300 – Judge Jake Blight SCT 71.00 seconds 

1st Q   Brown, K Alamoana To Sir With Love 64.03 

 

Masters Agility 500 – Judge Jake Blight SCT 67.00 seconds 

2nd Q   Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 51.50  

3rd Q  March, V Pippa 55.83  

4th Q  Brown, B Oliver Brown 56.85  

5th Q  Evans, V Lokabe Rhythm II 63.47  

 

Excellent Agility 300 – Judge Jake Blight SCT 74.00 seconds 

1st Q   Swan, N Pawsintime My Boy Benson 56.39  

 

Excellent Agility 400 – Judge Jake Blight SCT 71.00 seconds 

1st Q   Iglesias, D Lifesong Out Of The Abyss 36.56 

 

Excellent Agility 500 – Judge Jake Blight SCT 68.00 seconds 

1st Q   Hodgman, S Effi 42.97 

 

Novice Agility 500 – Judge Jake Blight SCT 60.00 seconds 

3rd Q  Roberts, L Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean 39.75  

4th Q  Walkington, A Riftintime Bohemian Rhapsody  

  42.53  

 

Novice Agility 600 – Judge Jake Blight SCT 61.00 seconds 

1st Q   Gill, P Beljekali Anouk 36.75 

 

Novice Agility 300 – Judge Jake Blight SCT 67.00 seconds 

1st Q   Mitra, U Locky 63.16  

Above: Phillipa Gill’s Belgian Shepherd 

‘Aida’ - one of the Club’s novice  

agility dogs 

 

(Photo: Anne Robertson) 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Agility action … continued

Scenes from the Dogs ACT Trial 
 

Clockwise from top:  

Leading out from the start line; 

English Springer Spaniel ‘Silvaspring 

Rufus’ FS.N HTM.N SWN; 

Handlers lining up for their turn in the 

ring; 

Convivial contemplation; 

Beagle X ‘Andi’ ADM ADO JDO JDM3 

GDX SDX SPDX 

 

(Photos: Anne Robertson) 



SMILE — YOU’RE ON CCTV 
  

The Club’s buildings and grounds are under  

constant video camera surveillance  

to provide better security and safety for members. 
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Agility action … continued

Results from the CDC Agility Trial — 29 October 2022 
Club members only 

Masters Jumping 300 – Judge Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 52.00 seconds 

2nd Q  Davies, N Pendlview Adventuring Again 44.61  

3rd Q  Brown, K Alamoana To Sir With Love 50.14  

 

Masters Jumping 400 – Judge Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 50.00 seconds 

1st Q   Iglesias, D Flatout Sweet Revenge 37.15  

2nd Q  Fraser, F Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy 40.67 

 

Masters Jumping 500 – Judge Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 47.00 seconds 

3rd Q  Langshaw, L Jagger 33.62 

 

Masters Jumping 600 – Judge Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 50.00 seconds 

1st Q   Spinaze, L Brunig 37.05 

 

Excellent Jumping 200 – Judge Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 51.00 seconds 

1st Q   Hunt, P Anwyl Izybela 43.09 

 

Novice Snooker 300 – Judge Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 56.00 seconds 

1st Q   Pappas, C Louanda Pocket Full of Dreams 53.25 15 42.00 

 

Novice Snooker 400 – Judge Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 53.00 seconds 

1st Q   Sands, N Albionshore Nebula 42.54 21 48.00 

 

Novice Snooker 500 – Judge Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 51.00 seconds 

2nd Q  Roberts, L Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean 38.53 19 46.00 

 

Excellent Snooker 300 – Judge Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 52.00 seconds 

2nd Q  Mitra, U Locky 36.83 19 46.00 

4th Q  White, K Luna 39.54 19 46.00 

 

Excellent Snooker 600 – Judge Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 50.00 seconds 

1st Q   Simonsen, D Ch Perfu Starry Knight 34.00 21 48.00 

 

Masters Snooker 500 – Judge Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 39.00 seconds 

1st Q   Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 33.09 23 50.00 

 

Novice Agility 600 – Judge Fiona Fraser SCT 76.00 seconds 

1st Q   Simonsen, D Ch Perfu Starry Knight 43.07 

 

Masters Agility 500 – Judge Fiona Fraser SCT 72.00 seconds 

1st Q   Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 55.00 

 

Masters Agility 300 – Judge Fiona Fraser SCT 76.00 seconds 

2nd Q  Brown, K Alamoana To Sir With Love 68.12 
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The Flyball season has come to an end for 2022. 

It hasn’t been as smooth sailing as we had 

hoped with yet more cancellations of comps 

due to the abundance of rain that created 

havoc on the grounds where the racemeets 

are held. Only a few organisers were able to 

take the racing indoors or undercover. 

 

Since the last update we have seen the X-

Factor crew attend seven racemeets out of a 

possible fifteen. Some of these were cancelled 

due to the wet conditions of the grounds. So 

this edition of Flyball Feats is quiet trim. 

 

A recap of our seven results: 

• 13 June – Reigning Dogs and Balls (Castle 

Hill)– Open team – 1st Place with a best 

time of 19.8 seconds 

• 18 June – Prime 100 Winter Woolies 

(Wollongong) – Open team – 3rd Place 

with a best time of 19.832 seconds 

• 16 July – Staying Dry in July (Castle Hill)– 

Open team – 2nd Place with a best time 

of 19.996 seconds 

• 14 August – Unleashed Uncaged (Castle 

Hill)– Open team – 1st Place with a best 

time of 18.143 seconds 

• 20 August – Prime 100 Race to Mats for 

Nats (Wollongong) – Open team – 4th 

Place with a best time of 17.574 seconds 

• 3 October – Australian Flyball Association 

24th  (2022) Nationals (Hawkesbury) – 

Open Class racing – X-press – 2nd Place 

with a best time of 17.980; X-traordinary – 

1st Place with a best time of 20.739 

seconds 

• 12 November – Dun Woofin’ (Dapto) – 

Regular team – 5th Place with a best time 

of 18.267 seconds 

 

With ever-changing team lines ups (as it 

depended on who was available for which 

racemeet) we elected to enter in Open Format 

racing for theses racemeets. This way if we 

were caught short, we were able to enlist a 

dog from another club. This proved to be a 

smart move especially for one comp with a 

sudden handler withdrawal due to our very 

own Rosie Milton rendered out of action after a 

fall and subsequent back injury. This has put her 

out of action until the new year. We wish her a 

speedy recovery and hope to see her return in 

2023. We have been ever thankful to Kylie 

White for collecting Rosie’s dog, Dan, and bring 

him to racemeets when she could. 

 

The year has seen some new dogs enter the 

racing lanes and gain their first titles of what we 

hope are long and healthy racing careers: 

Cathy Vaughan’s Border Collie ‘Ember’, Kylie 

White’s Border Collie ‘Hope’, and Marina Kim’s 

Border Collie ‘Maxwell’. 

 

We have also seen some great progress from 

our trainees with some taking things further in 

their training and regularly doing training in the 

Flyball Feats 

 By Vanessa March — Convenor 

Open Team - Canberra X-traordinary: (L to R) Pippa, Evie, Bix, Revan and Luka with their first place trophy 

for Open Division 2 at the AFA’s 2022 Nationals at Hawkesbury 
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Flyball feats … continued

ring with their dogs at racemeets: Kate 

Freeman’s Australian Kelpie X ‘Harvey’, Hari 

Lodwick’s Koolie, ‘Tabasco’ and Caroline 

Pappas’s Shetland Sheepdog, ‘Kismet’. 

 

We continue to see slow and steady progress 

with Kate Javis’s two Siberian Huskies ‘Rook’ 

and ‘Willow’. And we have welcomed one up 

and coming trainee  – Kate Freeman’s Border 

Collie ‘Marshall’. 

 

We saw some trainees come and go. Special 

farewells to Hari Lodwick’s Koolie ‘Pepper’. Hari 

has decided to take up more sedate sports 

with Pepper. Janine Fabre and her Poodle X 

‘Kobe’ have decided to pursue other sports for 

the time being. Kobe will be missed as he was 

progressing so well and was doing brilliant work 

with his training in the ring. 

 

We have welcomed Vanessa March’s Border 

Collie ‘Erin’ back to the racing lanes after a few 

months off for maternal duties. She was 

supposed to ease back into racing with the 

team as her last race was in May, but due to 

racemeets being cancelled she returned to 

racing in full force at the Dun Woofin’ 

racemeet at Dapto in November - flawlessly 

racing the whole day and also stepping up as 

start dog for a few races. An impressive 

performance as two years ago she entered the 

ring as a green racing dog at the same 

racemeet location … and the rest is history. 

 

I’d like to thank all the team mates and team 

helpers we have had during the year, all the 

dog/handler teams that have raced with us in 

the Open team, and to all the clubs who have 

hosted racemeets. 

 

Canberra X-Factor would like to thank Janine 

Fabre Photography and Animal Naturals for 

their support through out the 2022 year and we 

look forward to working together again in 2023.   

 

 

Environmental enrichment, the provision of 

extra stimulation and activities, can help 

promote good animal welfare by reducing 

stress and improving psychological health. This 

pilot study, conducted in the United Kingdom, 

trialled seven types of environmental 

enrichment for 10 dogs training to be 

assistance dogs: (1) bonding, (2) a bubble 

machine, (3) play with a familiar dog, (4) an 

interactive toy, (5) a toy stuffed with food, (6) a 

playhouse with tunnels, slides and platforms, 

and (7) tug of war. Over a period of eight 

weeks, dogs were exposed to 15-minute 

sessions of each of the seven types of 

environmental enrichment. Dog behaviour was 

evaluated before and after environmental 

enrichment. Behavioural observations were 

grouped into six categories: maintenance, 

play, movement, relaxation, alertness and 

stress. 

 

Overall, environmental enrichment increased 

relaxation behaviours and reduced stress 

behaviours. Dogs had different behavioural 

reactions to different types of environmental 

enrichment, suggesting that a variety of 

activities allowed them to express a variety of 

behaviours. For example, relaxation 

behavioural change was more significant 

following bonding, the bubble machine and 

forms of play compared to toys. 

 

Play with a familiar dog and the playhouse 

appeared to have the greatest overall benefit 

compared to other types of environmental 

enrichment. The authors recommend further 

investigations into the specific welfare benefits 

of different types of environmental enrichment. 

 

Hunt RL, Whiteside H, Prankel S (2022) ‘Effects of 

environmental enrichment on dog behaviour: 

Pilot study.’ Animals 12, 141.   

 

Abstract from RSPCA Australia Animal Welfare 

Science Update (Issue 79, October 2022) 

Dogs benefit from different types of environmental enrichment 
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Obedience  Trialling and Rally 

By Laraine Frawley — Convenor 

Can you follow the signs? 

In Rally, handlers and dogs navigate a signposted 

course performing different manoeuvres indicated by 

the signs. Courses vary in length from 10-24 signposted 

stations, with the number of stations and complexity of 

manoeuvres increasing as handlers progress through 

the four levels.  

 

Rally and Obedience Trialling classes are held on 

Wednesday mornings and Thursday evenings. 

 

These classes prepare handlers and their dogs to 

compete in Australian National Kennel Council-

sanctioned trials. Once your dog has the required 

number of qualifications (usually three at the lower 

levels) you can apply for your title which means the 

dog gets letters after its name—just like a university 

degree! At the lowest competition levels this is CCD 

(Community Companion Dog) in Obedience 

Trialling and RN (Rally Novice) in Rally. 

 

For handlers in Behaviour Training classes who are 

interested in teaching their dogs the skills necessary 

to perhaps compete, there is an introductory  Skills 

class on both Wednesday mornings and Thursday 

evenings which are for any team who has 

completed Consolidation (Level 2) or above. Class 

times can be found on page 56. 

 

A key difference between Rally and Obedience 

Trialling is that in the sport of Rally signs tell you what 

Can you follow the signs and perform the  

manoeuvres with your dog? 
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Obedience Trialling and Rally … continued

Results from the CDC Obedience Trial — 24 September 2022 

to do and you can talk to your dog whereas in Obedience Trialling the judge tells you what to do 

and, other than giving your dog hand and voice cues, you remain silent.  

 

Look at the information on our website at https://actcdc.org.au/activities/obedience-triallling and 

https://actcdc.org.au/activities/rally for more information. Contact the Club Office at 

contact@actcdc.org.au  if you are interested in joining the classes. 

 

Course map sourced from http://www.rallyonz.com/Rally-O_Six_Week_Course.pdf.  

 

Utility Dog Excellent – Judge Mr John Green (ACT) 

 No qualifiers 

 

Utility Dog – Judge Ms Maryanne Fazekas (NSW) 

1st 193/200 points, Victor Grzeszkiewicz’ German Shepherd Dog, ‘Chips’, Uhlmsdorf Russian  

 Roulette (AI) AZ BSC1 CCD CD CDX 

 

Companion Dog Excellent – Judge Mr Phill Evans (NSW) 

1st 196/200 points, Laraine Frawley’s Golden Retriever, ‘Dougal’, Morningmyst Reflections (AI) 

 CDX RM RAE SWA TKS NRA 

2nd  188/200 points, Ms S Howie’s Australian Kelpie, ‘Bandit’, Callicoma Suzuki Bandit CD RA 

 

Companion Dog – Judge Ms Nadia Badger (NSW) 

1st 194/200 points, Mrs L Watcham’s Shetland Sheepdog, ‘Indiana’, Herdsman Tequila Sunrise 

 (AI) CCD 

2nd 188/200 points, Ms S Matthews & Mr W Kelly’s Papillon, ‘Robbie’, CH Dygae Robere Le Beau 

 CCD 

 

Community Companion Dog – Judge Ms Jo Washington-King (ACT) 

1st 93/100 points, Ms S Matthews & Mr W Kelly’s Papillon, ‘Mattie’, Forsvar Expresso Kisses  

2nd 90/100 points, Juliet Ward’s Rhodesian Ridgeback, ‘Freda’, Amuru Hasijna RN TKS (Title!) 

3rd 88/100 points, Janice Mayes’ Sporting Register, ‘Fergie’, Kozdalot Fergie 

Results from the CDC Rally Trial — 8 October 2022 

Trial 1 – Novice - Judge Ms Vickie Harris (NSW) 

 

95/100 1st LLANDAFF STERLING SILVER FSS TKS, WELSH CORGI (CARDIGAN), Ms N Hardaker 

95/100 2nd RUSTUFARION WARRIOR HEART, PULI, Mrs C. Medveczky 

93/100 3rd MAXWELL, BORDER COLLIE, Marina Kim 

89/100 KOBE, POODLE X, Janine Fabre 

86/100 KIRRAMURRAY DUSTY BORDER COLLIE Susan Belton 

 

Trial 1 Advanced - Judge Ms Vickie Harris (NSW) 

 

99/100 1st KERODAN WICCA SPIRIT CDX RE SWA TKS ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD GDX SDX,  

  BORDER COLLIE, Mr R & Ms A White 

98/100 2nd ROZATE ARCTIC BLUEGRASS CCD CD RE, AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD, Mrs V E Gresser 

92/100 3rd RIFTINTIME RANDOM CHANCE RN, LABRADOR RETRIEVER, Mrs A Walkington 

86/100 CH KOBIDAN THE WHOLE SHEBANG CCD RN JC, GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTER,  

  Joanne Hagan 

84/100 CALMANDCOOL PANDAMONIUM RN AFCH TK.S, BORDER COLLIE, Vanessa March 

 

Trial 1 – Excellent - Judge Ms Vickie Harris (NSW) 

 

98/100 1st ROZATE ARCTIC BLUEGRASS CCD CD RE, AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD, Mrs V E Gresser 

98/100 2nd KERODAN WICCA SPIRIT CDX RE SWA TKS ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD GDX SDX,  

https://actcdc.org.au/activities/obedience-triallling
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/rally
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.rallyonz.com/Rally-O_Six_Week_Course.pdf
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Obedience Trialling and Rally … continued

  BORDER COLLIE, Mr R & Ms A White 

93/100 3rd CALLICOMA SUZUKI BANDIT CD RA, AUSTRALIAN KELPIE, Ms S Howie 

86/100 CH. OWECAROSE DYNAMITE N FLAMES CCD RA TD, WHITE SWISS SHEPHERD DOG,  

  Miss C Sisnaiske & Mrs K Gordon-Hunt 

81/100 TRIXI RA, ASSOCIATE, Carolyn Low 

 

Trial 1- Masters - Judge Ms Vickie Harris (NSW) 

 

100/100 1st MORNINGMYST REFLECTIONS (AI) CDX RM RAE SWA TKS  NRA, GOLDEN RETRIEVER,  

  Laraine Frawley 

97/100 2nd ETHERIAL WANDANA DON (AI) CDX RM RAE, BORDER COLLIE, Miss A McCann 

92/100 3rd CH HILLMAGIC GOLDEN CALYPSO AZ CCD RM, GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG (LSC),  

  K A Hore 

92/100 SHTAR AUSSIE FLOKI CDX RAE RM, GOLDEN RETRIEVER, Ms S Hey 

 

Trial 2 – Masters - Judge Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

 

98/100 1st MORNINGMYST REFLECTIONS (AI) CDX RM RAE SWA TKS  NRA, GOLDEN RETRIEVER,  

  Laraine Frawley 

97/100 2nd ETHERIAL WANDANA DON (AI) CDX RM RAE, BORDER COLLIE, Miss A McCann 

92/100 3rd CH HILLMAGIC GOLDEN CALYPSO AZ CCD RM, GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG (LSC),  

  K A Hore 

92/100  TENARDA MYSTERY MAKER RE SWA TK.S, CHESAPEAKE BAY RETRIEVER, J Hathaway 

91/100 LEISUREVIEW MONTAGUE KERR CD RAE, CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL,  

  AJ & CE Kaspura 

85/100 KEELAMBARA FOR YOUR EYES ONLY CCD CDX RE,  

  AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD, Mr R Allen 

 

Trial 2 – Excellent -  Judge Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

 

100/100 1st ROZATE ARCTIC BLUEGRASS CCD CD RE, AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD, Mrs V E Gresser 

98/100 2nd CALLICOMA SUZUKI BANDIT CD RA, AUSTRALIAN KELPIE, Ms S Howie 

96/100 3rd KERODAN WICCA SPIRIT CDX RE SWA TKS ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD GDX SDX,  

  BORDER COLLIE, Mr R & Ms A White 

87/100 CH OWECAROSE DYNAMITE N FLAMES CCD RA TD, WHITE SWISS SHEPHERD DOG,  

  Miss Sisnaiske & Mrs K Gordon-Hunt 

86/100 TRIXI RA,ASSOCIATE, Carolyn Low 

81/100 CH NEGRESCA INTENSIVE LE DEVINE RA, POODLE (STANDARD), Mrs C Medveczky 

 

Trial 2 – Advanced - Judge Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

 

98/100 1st KERODAN WICCA SPIRIT CDX RE SWA TKS ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD GDX SDX,  

  BORDER COLLIE, Mr R & Ms A White 

98/100 2nd ROZATE ARCTIC BLUEGRASS CCD CD RE, AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD, Mrs V E Gresser 

84/100 3rd REALTIN MISTER, BORDER COLLIE, Maureen Lewis 

82/100 RIFTINTIME RANDOM CHANCE RN, LABRADOR RETRIEVER, Mrs A Walkington 

 

Trial 2  - Novice - Judge Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

 

95/100 1st MAXWELL ASSOCIATE Marina Kim 

Right: Preparing to negotiate a Rally manoevre 

 

(Photo: Joanne Hagan) 
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Obedience Trialling and Rally … continued

Results from the CDC Obedience Trial — 12 November 2022 

Utility Dog Excellent – Judge Ms Elaine Temby (ACT) 

 

 No qualifiers 

 

Utility Dog – Judge Mr John Green (ACT) 

 

1st  196/200 points, Victor Grzeszkiewicz’ German Shepherd Dog Uhlmsdorf Russian Roulette  

 (A1) AZ BSC1 CCD CD CDX ‘Chips (Title!) 

 

Companion Dog Excellent – Judge Ms Jo Washington-King (ACT) 

 

1st 182/200 points, Laraine Frawley’s Golden Retriever Morningmyst Reflections (AI) CDX RM 

 RAE SWA TKS NRA, ‘Dougal’ 

2nd D 170/200 points, Maxwell Gowen’s German Shepherd Dog Satyr Diamontr, ‘Briar’ 

 

Companion Dog – Judge Ms Jo Washington-King (ACT) 

 

1st 188/200 points, Max Gowen’s German Shepherd Dog (LSC) Umbrewarra Electra, ‘Electra’ 

2nd 175/200 points, Mr P Frost & Ms E Thomas’s Labrador Retriever, Ch Gungrange Queen O The  

 Blues (AI) RN CCD ‘Bessie’ (Handler: Anne Walkington) 

3rd 173/200 points, Juliet Ward’s Rhodesian Ridgeback Amuru Hasijna CCD RN TK.S ‘Freda’ 

 

Community Companion Dog – Judge Mr John Green (ACT) 

 

1st 94/100 points, Mrs C Forsyth’s Cocker Spaniel Cleemist Silver Rey RN NRA ‘Rey’  

 (Handler: Elaine Temby) 

2nd 91/100 points, Mrs A Walkington’s Labrador Retriever Riftintime Random Chance RA ‘Mala’ 

 
 

This RSPCA training book will help you 

to live in harmony with your dog. It 

teaches consistent, rewards-based 

training to strengthen the bond 

between you and your dog and help 

them live a happy and fulfilling life. Its 

tips and hints are aligned with the 

Club’s training approach. Covering a 

wide range of topics such as puppy 

training, establishing rules and teaching 

manners, environmental enrichment 

and solutions to common problems, it is 

comprehensive but written in a clear, 

easy to understand manner. Give your 

dog the chance to be their best by 

using this RSPCA guide to not only help 

you understand your dog, but to help 

your dog understand you.  

 

Available at the Club shop 

$15 
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Do you have a photo you’d like to  

share with other members through  

The Good Companion? 

Above: Laraine Frawley’s Golden Retriever ’Cam’ performing the ’Go Round’ at the Club’s Trick 

Dog Test in September (Photo: Joanne Hagan Photography). Cam was competing in the Novice 

class at this event, the second of four levels in Trick Dog competition. 

 

Dogs entering Trick Dog Tests are assessed against national standards adopted by the Australian 

National Kennel Council. Dogs that achieve passes in Trick Dog Tests earn titles that, like university 

degrees, can be used after their names. Titles (in order of complexity) are TK.S (Starters), TK.N 

(Novice), TK.I (Intermediate) and TK.A (Advanced). 

 

This dog sport started in 2020 and can be used by handlers as a foundation for Dances With Dogs 

competition. The Club offers classes in both disciplines. See https://actcdc.org.au/activities/trick-

dog/ and https://actcdc.org.au/activities/dances-with-dogs/ for more information on  

participation. 

 

In Trick Dog Tests, props for the various tricks (such as cones or poles for the ‘Go Round’) are  

provided by handlers and, as you can see, can be quite inventive! 

https://actcdc.org.au/activities/trick-dog/
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/trick-dog/
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/dances-with-dogs/
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ALERT— EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

ALWAYS FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS OF CLUB OFFICIALS 

OR EMERGENCY SERVICES PERSONNEL IF PRESENT 

In the event of an emergency (eg fire, gas explosion or other significant event) 

• Call 000 

• Evacuate Club buildings and/or grounds  

• Take hand-held belongings and your dog(s) with you 

• Assist any people and dogs in need  

• If safe to do so, leave the Club in your car. If not, take the nearest route to the Emergency  

Assembly point (corner Jerrabomberra Avenue and Narrabundah Lane) and await further  

directions  

In the event of a medical emergency (people) 

• For major incidents or injuries call 000  

• During Club activities—access a first aid kit from the Club’s buildings and  

administer first aid 

• Submit an incident report to the Club office after the incident has been  

addressed 

In the event of a medical emergency (dogs) 

• Contact the nearest veterinary clinic 

 Inner South Veterinary Centre—47 Jerrabomberra Avenue, Narrabundah T 6295 0770 

 Animal Referral Hospital—364 Fairbairn Avenue, Pialligo T 6280 6344 

 Canberra Veterinary Emergency Services—21 Crinigan Circuit, Gungahlin T 6225 7257 

In the event of injured wildlife 

• Contact Access Canberra  for injured kangaroos T 13 22 81 or ACT Wildlife for other wildlife  

T 0432 300 033  

In the event of a personal threat (physical or verbally abusive behaviour) 

• Call 000 if there is a fear of injury or harm 

• Disengage and walk away  

• If safe to do so, leave the Club in your car. If not, take refuge in a Club  

building, lock any doors behind you and await assistance 

• Submit an incident report to the Club office after the incident has been 

resolved 



6 September 2022 

 

• We welcomed Kirstin Henderson to the 

Committee following her appointment at 

the AGM. 

• We assigned roles and responsibilities to 

Committee members (see page 8). 

• We endorsed membership of the Club’s 

Sub-committees (see page 8). 

• We sought details of Committee, Sub-

committee and other members who 

held administration and posting rights to 

the Club’s public Facebook page and 

private Facebook groups in order to 

endorse use for 2022-23. 

• In accordance with 

clause 17(vii) of the 

Constitution we approved 

an increase in non-

concessional and 

concessional membership 

fees with effect from 1 

October 2022. The 

increase will help the Club 

absorb increases in 

employee wages and 

superannuation as well as a 

foreshadowed increase in the Club’s 

land rent. Fees for instructors, casual 

visitors and facilities hire remain 

unchanged, as do charges for private 

consultations. 

• We noted advice from the ACT 

Government regarding a reassessment 

of the Club’s site value and consequent 

increase in the Club’s land rent of almost 

300%. We agreed to seek a formal 

review of the reassessment from the ACT 

Government. 

• We noted that the Club had submitted 

the required documentation relating to 

the AGM to Dogs ACT (as an affiliate 

Club) and to Access Canberra (in our 

capacity as an incorporated 

association). 

 

27 September 2022 

 
• We welcomed Cherie Wilkinson to the 

Committee following her appointment to 

fill a casual vacancy following the 

resignation of Juliet Ward. Cherie has 

assumed Juliet’s role representing the 

DWD and Trick Dog Sub-committee. 

• We noted that two CDC members – 

Kirstin Henderson and Natasha Davies – 

have been elected to the Dogs ACT 

Council in a personal capacity. 

• We agreed to changes to the Code of 

conduct for Committee members, Sub-

committee members and instructors. 

• We agreed for the Karen Pryor Academy 

to hire the Club’s facilities from 25-29 

September 2023 to conduct a national 

workshop for the 2023 Dog Trainer 

Professional course. 

• We noted the success of 

the UnChase and Super 

Reliability workshops conducted 

by Alexis Davison on 18-19 

September for the professional 

development of instructors. 

• We noted repairs to the 

Club’s front gate following an 

altercation with a member’s 

car. 

• We noted a small profit of 

$4,833 this year compared with a loss of 

$16,465 at the same time last year. This 

was partly due to the timing of Term 3 

bookings which opened in July this year. 

• We noted that the annual Work Health 

and Safety inspection of the grounds 

had been undertaken and several 

additional hazards identified. Committee 

members were assigned responsibility for 

tasks to mitigate or address the hazards. 

• We noted ongoing approaches to local 

businesses to help repair the gable ends 

to the Clubhouse. Sealant has been 

applied to the rotten framing as a 

temporary measure to reduce further 

damage to the interior of the Clubhouse. 

• We approved specific Committee and 

Sub-committee members to have 

access rights to post on the Club’s public 

Facebook page. 

• We approved Amy Smith as Convenor of 

the DWD and Trick Dog Sub-committee 

and Claire Weekes as a Sub-committee 

member. 

• We agreed for the Clubhouse flooring 

(vinyl, carpet and tiles) to be 
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 Committee Notes  

The Club’s Main Committee meets on the last Tuesday of every month (except December). 

Copies of Committee minutes are available on request from the Club’s Secretary.  

Some of the matters discussed at recent meetings are noted below. © 
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Committee notes … continued

professionally cleaned over the Christmas 

break. 

• We agreed for the Display Team to 

investigate purchasing badged shirts for 

their public performances. 

• We noted that eight trainee Behaviour 

Training instructors have completed the 

theory component of the BT instructors 

course and will shadow and assist 

instructors in class in Term 4. 

• We noted the success of the Club’s Trick 

Dog Test and DWD Competition on 10-11 

September. These are still ‘new’ events 

for the Club to host and the Sub-

committee and its helpers are to be 

congratulated for their efforts. 

• We noted that four teams have joined 

the Club’s Dogs-As-Therapy program. 

• We noted that the Scent Work and 

Tracking Sub-committee were planning 

the Club’s inaugural Scent Work Trial on 

Friday 4 November (see pages 11-12). 

 

25 October 2022 

 

• We noted that income for the year at 30 

September is $74,817 or 506% more than 

last year largely due to the opening of 

Term 3 bookings in July this year 

compared to June last year. Expenses 

before depreciations are higher than last 

year by 75%. The increase in expenses is 

due to less expenditure being incurred 

last year due to the Club's inability to 

operate due to the ACT’s COVID-19 lock 

down between August and October 

2021. As a result of the changes in 

income and expenses there is a 

significant increase in the profit of $19,473 

for this year compared with a loss of 

$19,250 for the same time last year. 

• We noted receipt 

of an 

independent site 

valuation 

commissioned by 

the Club to assist 

in its discussions 

with the ACT 

Government 

regarding the 

significant 

increase in its 

land rent for 2022-

23. 

• We noted action 

taken to address 

a non-member 

routinely trespassing on the Club grounds. 

• We noted an inter-Club meeting with 

Executive members of the Tuggeranong 

Dog Training Club and Belconnen Dog 

Obedience Club.  

• We noted delays in the trimming of trees 

near power lines along Narrabundah 

Lane. This work will now be undertaken in 

April 2023 (subject to co-ordination with 

EvoEnergy). 

• We noted the installation of new remote-

controlled ceiling fans in the clubhouse. 

• We noted that the ACT Government’s 

ActSmart Business Recycling program has 

been rebranded. The new branding will 

be displayed in the clubhouse and in the 

Club’s Good Companion magazine. 

• We noted results from the Club’s double 

Rally Trial held on 8 October.  

• We approved Simone Hey to join the 

Obedience Trialling and Rally Sub-

committee. Simone will take over the role 

of Trial Manager. 

• We noted the donation of a tunnel and 

two jumps to the Club from Dogs ACT 

and the disposal of old Agility equipment 

(tunnels, timing gates) from the Club to 

other regional dog clubs. 

• We noted the Club’s participation at the 

2022 Flyball Nationals at Hawkesbury 

Showgrounds, Clarendon, NSW including 

a first place in Open Division 2. 

• We noted the successful participation of 

Club members in the BDOC Trick Dog Test 

and DWD Competition on 15-16 October. 

• We noted that four Club members have 

nominated to undertake the Trick Dog 

Judges Training scheme under the 

auspices of Dogs ACT. 
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Why “sit” happens … continued

The Club is accredited under the ACT 

Government’s business recycling program in 

recognition of its waste management 

initiatives.  

 

Please ‘do the right thing’ and always use the 

most appropriate bin to dispose of rubbish on 

the Club grounds. Unsure? Read the posters on 

the bins and around the grounds to make the 

right choice. 

 

Did you know that most drink bottles and cans 

attract a 10 cent refund under the ACT 

Government’s Container Deposit Scheme? The 

Club is collecting refundable containers as a  

fund-raising initiative so please put any 

refundable containers you use on the grounds 

in the designated bin (that’s the one with the 

round hole in the top) located by the Workshop 

and inside the Clubhouse. Check the 

information  on page 50 to make sure you 

know what containers are eligible—it makes 

our job so much easier! 

 

 

By Heather McPherson 

       Business Recycling 

Above: Place refundable drink containers in the bin 

on the left and other ‘mixed recyclables’ in the bin 

on the right (ie used coffee cups, rigid plastics,  

unsoiled paper, cardboard and glass) 

Did you know that the ACT 

Government is proposing to ban all 

oxo-degradable plastic products 

such as degradable plastic bags 

from 1 July 2022? This includes oxo-

degradable plastics often used in 

dog waste bags. 

 

Fortunately there are alternatives to 

oxo-degradable plastic dog waste 

bags and the Club has been using 

them for more than five years! 

 

We use BioBag compostable dog 

waste bags in the dispensers on the 

Club grounds and sell the same 

bags in the Club shop. These bags 

are certified compostable under the 

European Standard EN 13432 and this Standard is recognised by the 

ACT Government.  

 

Packs of 50 bags cost $6.00 at the 

Club shop.  

 

We also use Compost-A-Pak 

compostable bin liners in our metal 

waste bins on the grounds. These 

liners are certified compostable 

under the Australian Standard AS 

4736-2006 also recognised by the 

ACT Government.  
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Business recycling … continued



    Club Activities 

 

BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING 

 
The Club offers four levels of Behaviour Training 

classes for all breeds and ages of dogs to learn 

how to behave appropriately at home and in 

the community. These classes will help you 

understand how your dog learns and will teach 

you how to train your dog to be a good 

companion. The focus is on teaching practical 

life skills such as learning to relax, walking on 

lead without pulling; to come when called; to 

sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at 

doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and 

to socialize appropriately with dogs and 

people. Classes are aligned with school terms 

and bookings open about five weeks before 

the start of each term. Dates for the next 

course can be found in the Calendar on the 

website. 

 

DOGS-AS-THERAPY 

 
Members and their dogs visit nursing homes 

and schools to provide pet therapy for residents 

and students. If you have a dog that is people 

and dog friendly and isn’t fazed by noise and 

movement this activity might be for you. 

 

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB 

 

Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials 

(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high 

degree of handler-dog team work and 

precision over a range of exercises at different 

levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork, 

retrieving, scent work, taking directions a 

distance and stays. In most cases, dogs must 

have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to be admitted to 

the entry-level Skills class. 

 

Rally – Rally is an obedience competition that 

requires the handler and dog team to 

negotiate a course in the heel position and to 

perform various manoeuvres such as sits, 

downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers 

are able to praise their dog while it is working. In 

most cases, dogs must have completed the  

Skills class (above) to participate in Rally 

classes. 

 

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach 

your dog to negotiate different obstacles such 

as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog 

walks and weave poles.  Once you have 

gained some basic skills, the challenge is to 

learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one 

obstacle to another on a course, and the 

courses change each time so that you and 

your dog are constantly being challenged to 

improve your skills. To start training dogs must 

be at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; physically sound and not overweight; 

and under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities. Dogs are subject to an intake 

test to assess their suitability to start training. 

 

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles, 

release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their 

handler over the hurdles.  It is a fast and furious 

team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy. 

Dogs must be at least 12 months old to ensure 

the dog’s skeletal and musculature system is 

strong enough; physically sound and not 

overweight; and under control off-lead around 

other dogs and activities. In most cases, dogs 

must have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Flyball.  

 

Dances with Dogs (DWD) – In this sport 

handlers take obedience skills to a new level by 

performing routines to music with their dogs. All 

you need to get involved is a love of music, the 

desire to have a great time with your dog and 

a commitment to rewards-based training. DWD 

is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of 

all breeds, sizes and ages.  In 2021 a new 

sport—Trick Dog—commenced as the entry 

level for the DWD program. In most cases, dogs 

must have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Trick classes.   

 

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports 

involves the dog following a scent trail left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted 

during the cooler months due to the risk of 

snakes. The Club provides an information 

session in autumn and encourages ‘peer-

support’ training to help members get started. 

Please note: Conditions apply to joining the 

Club for this sport due to its seasonal nature. 

 

Class times for all activities are available on the 

website. 
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For more information about the Club’s  

activities, eligibility and how to enrol,  

refer to the Club’s website 

(see ‘What we offer > Activities’) 
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News from the Paws Shop 

By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager 

OPENING TIMES 

Wednesday   9.45am - 12.15pm 

Thursday         6.15- 9.15pm 

Sunday            9:15am - 12.15pm 
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NEW 

Locally Handmade Tug Toys 

A great training aid for dynamic  

behaviours (think recalls, Agility and 

Flyball) as well as providing a great 

bonding game with your dog 

S, L and with handles from $17.50 

Licki Mat Splash Bowl  

with suction cup 

Help your dog enjoy bath time  …  

just like Labrador  Retriever ‘Venice’ 

$20.00 

Puppington Pods 

A great training aid to build  

motivation and drive for dog sports. 

Food-stuffed Puppington Pods are  

designed to be chased and opened by your 

dog under supervision. 

Small $15.00 Regular $17.00 

The Toppl has arrived! 

An alternative to the 

classic Kong. Fill with 

compressed wet food 

for enrichment. 

$42.00  

Licki Mat Oh Bowl 

Self-soothing boredom 

buster, dental health 

aid … S, M and L 

$15.00 - $22.00 

Food Puzzles For Enrichment 

The Bob-a-lot is back! 

$32.00 



News from the Paws shop … continued
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    The Trainer’s Pouch ($32.00 - $37.00) 

Made from BPA free silicone. Dishwasher 

and freezer safe. Suitable for wet or dry 

treats.  

Available in two sizes 

Food Puzzles For Enrichment 

Kong Gyro from $18.50 

Kong Wobbler from $30.00 

Kong Quest Bone from $15.00 

Classic Kongs from $10.00 

and more! 
Slow Feeder Plates & Licki Mats 

($15.00 - $19.00) 

Dishwasher and freezer safe 

Spread soft foods (cooked vegetables, 

tinned sardines, cottage cheese, mince) 

and let your dog forage.  

   Snuffle/Forage Mats ($35.00 - $85.00) 

Locally handmade—small, medium 

and large. Sprinkle small kibble among 

the fleecy tufts. Great for supervised 

foraging and ‘seeking’ behaviour for 

puppies and older dogs 

Lamb, Cow, Pork and  

Veggie Ears  

Crunchy, chewy treats 

from $1.20  

Stock up for the school  

holidays! 

Scent Discrimination 

Articles ($32.50) 

 

Set of five metal, 

leather and wood 

items for training 

Utility Dog (UD) 

exercises in 

Obedience Trialling 



News from the Paws shop … continued
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Chicken Breast Fillet 

($8.00) 

100% Australian chicken and a 

tiny amount of vegetable  

glycerine to keep it soft and 

chewy. High in protein and low 

in fat. Cut into small pieces to 

use as training rewards.  

   Carob Buttons ($5.00) 

Made with real carob because 

chocolate is not safe for dogs. Break 

into pieces and use as a training  

reward  

   Yoghurt Drops ($5.00) 

Made with yoghurt powder. 

Break into pieces and use as a 

training reward  

NEW 

Chicken Necks ($8.00) 

100% Australian chicken  

A chewy treat 

Cow Hooves 

($3.00 each or 10 for $28.00) 

Great boredom-buster. Hard and 

long-lasting. Fill with moist food to 

enhance the experience 

Discount 
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      Class Times 

 BEHAVIOUR TRAINING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Level 1 -  Foundation (Puppy) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 1 - Foundation (Adult) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 2 - Consolidation 10:00 - 11.00am 7.45 - 8.45pm 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Level 3 - Graduation 11.30am - 12.30pm 7.45 - 8.45pm 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Level 4 - Companion 11.30am - 12.30pm 6.30 - 7.30pm 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Companion Plus 10:00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Drill /Demonstration Team - - 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class  

NOTE: Level 4 and Companion Plus class times may vary from term to term,  

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ 

OBEDIENCE TRIALLING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Skills Class (entry level) 10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - Assessed in class 

Obedience Trialling  11:15am -12.15pm 8.00 - 9.00pm - N/A 

RALLY  Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

All levels (except entry level – 

see Skills Class above) 
10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - N/A 

AGILITY Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday Assessment 

Level One check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Assessed in class 

Level Two check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Assessed in class 

Level Three check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Assessed in class 

Level Four check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Assessed in class 

Skills Handling  check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Assessed in class 

Novice check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Trial performance 

Excellent/Masters check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Trial performance 

NOTE: Classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5). Class times/days vary from term to term, 

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ 

FLYBALL Wednesday Sunday   

Beginners - 12.30 - 1.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Intermediate - 1.30 - 2.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Advanced - 2.30 - 3.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Squad training (on demand) 6.45 - 7.45pm -  N/A 

NOTE: Flyball classes are usually held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks 

DANCES WITH DOGS & TRICK DOG Monday Tuesday  

Trick Dog – Starters 6.00 - 6.45pm * 7.00 - 7.45pm Assessed in class 

Trick Dog – Novice and continuing - 6.00 - 6.45pm Assessed in class 

Dances With Dogs - - Assessed in class 

NOTE: Classes are held at the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground except * held on Club grounds 

Regularly check the website at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ 

https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
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https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
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     Calendar of Events 2023 
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ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO COVID-19 MEASURES IN PLACE AT THE TIME 

CHECK THE CLUB’S WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS INCLUDING EVENT LOCATIONS 

JANUARY Sun 1 New Year's Day 

 Mon 2 New Year's Day (public holiday observed) 

 Tues 10 CDC office re-opens 

 Wed 11 Term 1 Behaviour Training classes - bookings open 

  Sat 14 CDC Rally Trial 

  Sat 21  BDOC Double Trick Dog Test * 

  Sun 22 BDOC Double DWD Competition * 

  Wed 25 Agility Intake Test (Session 1) 

  Thu 26 Australia Day (public holiday) 

  Mon 30 Term 1 Trick Dog & DWD and classes start / Session 1 Agility classes start / 

ACT School Term 1 starts 

  Tues 31  Main Committee meeting 

FEBRUARY Wed 1  Term 1 Behaviour Training and Obedience Trialling & Rally classes start 

  Thurs 2  Term 1 Behaviour Training and Obedience Trialling & Rally classes start 

  Sun 5 Term 1 Behaviour Training and Flyball classes start 

  Wed 8  TDTC Agility Trial (evening) * 

  Sat 11 CDC Trick Dog Mock Test (for judges training) 

  Sat 18 CDC Agility Trial (evening) 

  Fri 24 Royal Canberra Show * 

  Sat 25 Royal Canberra Show (including Flyball Racemeet) * 

  Sun 26 Royal Canberra Show (including Flyball Racemeet) * 

  Tues 28 Main Committee meeting 

MARCH Sat 4 CDC Rally Trial 

  Tue 7 CDC Agility Trial (evening) 

  Sat 11 CDC Obedience Trial 

  Sun 12 NO CLASSES HELD / 17th National Dalmatian Specialty - Restricted  

Agility and Obedience Trial (ACT Dalmatian Club) - HIRE 

  Mon 13 Canberra Day (public holiday) 

  Sat 18 BDOC Agility, Jumping and Games Trial * 

  Sat 25 BDOC Double Trick Dog Test * 

  Sun 26 BDOC Double DWD Competition * / Session 1 Agility classes end 

  Tues 28 Term 1 Trick Dog & DWD classes end (Week 9) / Main Committee  

meeting 

  Wed 29 Term 1 Behaviour Training and Obedience Trialling & Rally classes end 

(Week 9) / Agility Intake Test (Session 2) 

  Thurs 30 Term 1 Behaviour Training and Obedience Trialling & Rally classes end 

(Week 9) 

Notes: 1. School holidays shaded 

  2. For ANKC and AFA events in NSW in 2023 see https://www.dogsnsw.org.au/

events/show-and-trials-guide/ and https://www.flyball.org.au/race-meets/   

 3. Events with * not held on Club grounds. 

https://www.dogsnsw.org.au/events/show-and-trials-guide/%20and%20https:/www.flyball.org.au/race-meetings/
https://www.dogsnsw.org.au/events/show-and-trials-guide/%20and%20https:/www.flyball.org.au/race-meetings/


 

Off-lead exercise at our Club 
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Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas 

( available on the website at ‘Support > Resources’ ) 

Read the signs on the Club’s gates 

You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked 

 Do the right thing: 

 Read the ‘Using the Club 

grounds’ brochure on the 

website as well as the 

gate signs. 

 Play safe - use common 

sense in the off-lead 

areas. 

 Keep your dog away from 

gates when other dogs 

are entering and leaving. 

Always ask and gain 

permission from 

everyone before going 

into an area that is 

already occupied. 

  Enter on lead and remove 

the lead while your dog is 

sitting. 

  Keep moving to minimise 

tension and scuffles 

between dogs. 

  Stay alert and keep an 

eye on your dog. 

 Do not allow your dog to 

fence-run. It is not 

appropriate behaviour. 

  Always reward your dog 

for coming to you. 

  Avoid using balls and 

other toys if you are 

sharing the area with 

other dogs. 

  Leave immediately if your 

dog becomes anxious, or 

is annoying or aggressive 

towards other dogs. 

  Limit your time to 15 

minutes if other members 

are waiting to use the 

same area. 

  Always clean up after 

your dog. 

Emergency Assembly Point 

Emergency Exits 


