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  Catch up on Trick Dog news 
  Learn what dog play looks like 

  Seek out tips on tracking training 

  Find out how to say hello to a dog – safely 

  Check out our social media policy  

  Discover the lure of a bag – for dogs 
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WINTER TERM BREAK 
 

Term 2 classes end on Sunday 20th June  
 

Classes resume after 
the school holidays on : 

 
Wednesday 14th July 

Thursday 15th July 
Sunday 18th July 
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Come and see  us at 

A POOCH Affair— Saturday 19 June 

Club members will be on stage at: 
 

10.00-10.30am—Dances With Dogs and Trick Dogs (with the Belconnen Dog Obedience Club) 
10.30-11.00am—Tricks and Cues in Synchronised Moves To Music 

12.30-1.00pm—Canine Capers 
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It’s important to know:  

The opinions and claims expressed in this publication, whether in articles, correspondence or in any other form, 
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Cover picture 

Shiba Inu ‘Kitsune’ owned by Viveka Hocking demonstrates her ‘Step up’ trick 

at the Club’s practice Trick Dog trial in May (Photography By Susan) 



COMMITTEES 2020-21 

President 

Senior Vice-President 

Junior Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

 Anne Robertson  – Work Health and Safety, Behaviour Training Convenor, Magazine 

Heather McPherson – Security, ActSmart Recycling , Annual Awards 

Vacant 

Sharon Haines – Insurance, Grants 

Sophie Dunstone – Public Officer  

Main Committee 

Members 

 Wendy Hathaway – Obedience Trialling & Rally Liaison 

Vanessa March – Social Media, Website, Flyball Convenor  

Katrina Morton – Shop, Housekeeping, Maintenance 

Lesley Pothan – Dogs-as-Therapy, Grounds 

Maxine Robinson – Tracking & Scent Work Liaison 

Linda Spinaze – Agility Convenor 

Juliet Ward  – Dances with Dogs & Trick Dogs  Liaison 

Vacant – x1  

Behaviour Training  Convenor  Anne Robertson  Members  Kerry Deans , Sophie Dunstone, 

Kath Hallam, Hilarie Kemp, Jess McNamara–Rice, Penny Pardoe-Matthews, 

Lesley Pothan, Jackie Trotter, Julie Whitmore 

Obedience Trialling & 

Rally  

 Convenor Laraine Frawley Members  Judith Barlow, Wendy Hathaway,  

Jeanette Johnson, Catherine Perry, Lara Sedgmen, Anne Walkington,  

Geoff  Woodman, Patricia Woodman  

Flyball Training &  

Competition 

 Convenor Vanessa March Members Mick Fordyce, Angharad Lodwick,  

Cathy Vaughan  

Agility Training & 

Trialling 

 Convenor  Linda Spinaze  Members  Emma Easton, Cheyne Fischer, Karen Hobson, 

Dana Simonsen, Wendy Stewart, Kylie White, Steph Windsor 

Dances with Dogs & 

Trick Dogs 

 Convenor  Juliet Ward  Members Jill Bradfield, Natasha Davies, Barbara Gough, 

Holly Rieger, Raelene Stewart 

Tracking  Convenor  Jake Blight  Members  Joanne Hagan, Sandra Hassett 

Instructors’ Library  Karen Haines  

PAWS Shop  Jess Charman, Alicia Wettern 

Secom Security   1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535  
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About Our Club 

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), 

established in 1958 as the first dog training 

Club in the ACT, has an average household 

membership of around 800 each year. It is a 

non-profit organisation relying mostly on 

volunteers to run activities with some 

occasional grant assistance. About 70 

instructors volunteer their time to conduct 

Behaviour Training and dog sport classes in 

Agility, Dances With Dogs, Flyball, Obedience 

Trialling, Rally, Tracking and Tricks from 

February to November each year. The Club also 

has a Dogs-As-Therapy group that visits 

nursing homes and schools with their dogs  for 

the enjoyment of the residents and support for 

student. 

While much of the work in maintaining and 

running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer 

basis we do have some paid help. We have a 

paid office manager and two junior shop 

assistants and the mowing of the grounds is 

undertaken by a contractor. The Club caters for 

disabled access with paved paths, designated 

parking spaces and toilet facilities. 

The aims and objectives of the Club are to: 

 

• promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs; 

• teach members to train their dogs, of 

whatever breed, in dog obedience and other 

related canine skills, using motivational 

training methods; 

• promote participation and training in a range 

of dog sports; 

• promote and participate in dog training and 

other activities associated with dog training; 

• support the rights of dog owners, provided 

that such ownership is conducted in a 

responsible manner; 

• actively promote community interaction with 

dogs; 

• provide facilities necessary or convenient for 

its activities; 

• promote positive relationships between 

owners and dogs; and 

• enhance the development of social skills of 

dogs. 

Have a comment or idea 

you’d like to share? 

Email  

contact@actcdc.org.au  

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au


 From the Dog Kennel  

Editor and President — Anne Robertson  

Welcome to the second issue of The Good 

Companion for 2021, coinciding with the end 

of Term 2.  The magazine comes out four times 

a year to keep all members informed about 

the Club’s activities. 

 

The onset of winter can really test our 

commitment to training—and it can be easy to 

make the decision to stay warm at home 

rather than come to class when it is dark, frosty 

or both! Remember that your instructors 

volunteer their time to help you train your dog 

so reinforce them by rugging up and attending 

class every week. Along with practising a little 

and often between classes, it is the best way to 

achieve your training goals. Your dog is relying 

on you to help it become the best companion 

it can be. 

 

Do you find it hard to find time to train your dog 

between classes? Remember that your daily 

walk is a great opportunity for incidental 

training. Doodle with your dog on the 

sidewalk—change direction every 5-10 metres 

and reward your dog with a yummy treat for 

paying attention and turning with you. Change 

pace—walk ‘fast, fast, fast!’ then ‘s-l-o-w,  

s-l-o-w, s-l-o-w’— to keep your 

dog interested in you. You’ll 

master loose-lead walking 

before you know it!   

 

Stop and walk backwards, 

calling your dog to you as you 

do so—then reward your dog generously for 

responding (1-2-3-4-5 treats in a row). Repeat 

ten times on your walk and you’ve practiced 

your recall ten times—that’ll add up to 70 times 

over the course of the week. Switch to using a 

long line attached to your dog’s harness and 

let your dog mooch around the green spaces 

in your neighbourhood with you. When he looks 

towards you call him enthusiastically and move 

backwards reeling in the long line as he 

approaches. Again, be ready to reward him 

generously for coming. Toss treats on the 

ground at your feet for him to forage, move 

away reeling out the  long line as you go and 

call him when he looks up to find out where 

you’ve gone. Have a party when he catches 

up! Yay, more treats! 

 

Try some rapid-fire puppy calisthenics (sit, drop, 

sit), practice your hand touches (up high, 

down low) and work on some easy tricks (spin, 

bow, high five) and tell your dog how clever he 

is. If you expect your dog to engage with you 

engage with your dog—leave your phone at 

home and give him your undivided attention. 

You and your dog will both arrive home well 

and truly warm and mentally tired. Well done! 

  

I hope you are inspired by all of the news in this 

edition of the magazine. If you are reading the 

magazine in print, you can also download it in 

glorious colour on the website.  Use Adobe 

Acrobat PDF viewer for best results.  

 

Enjoy the break and we’ll 

see you back in Term 3. 

Check the website for 

dates and times. 
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https://www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-companion.html
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We nominate the following member as a candidate for election to the position of …………………………………………. 
 
Full name of candidate: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Proposed by:……………………………………………………………….   Signature:…………………………………………. 
 
Seconded by: ………………………………………………………………  Signature: ………………………………………... 
 
Agreement of candidate: 
 
I agree to be nominated as a candidate and if elected will undertake the duties of the position. 
 
Signature of candidate: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Candidate’s statement in support of nomination attached (Please tick):        □  Yes        □  No 

 
This form (and statement, if provided) must be received by the Secretary via electronic mail to contact@actcdc.org.au 
or at the Club’s postal address (PO Box 4048, Kingston, ACT 2604) by 5.00pm on Monday 16 August 2021. 
 

See website for Rules for the Conduct of Elections for Committee (2020).  
 
 
OFFICE USE ONLY:  
 
Received (date) …... /……. /…….            Financial status of all parties confirmed: 
 

Candidate: □  Yes    □  No            Proposer: □  Yes    □  No            Seconder: □  Yes    □  No             

 

ACT Companion Dog Club Inc 

Nomination for the 2021-22 Committee 

Right: Tara McLaughlin’s ‘Missy Blue’ exemplifies the 

joy of training and spending time with her special 

person (Photo: Tara McLaughlin) 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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VENUE: To be advised 
 

In accordance with the Club’s Constitution, the purpose of the meeting is to: 
• confirm the minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting; 
• report to members on the Club’s activities during 2020-21;  
• present the audited balance sheet and statement of receipts and payments for 2020-21; 
• elect the incoming Committee for 2021-22 (nominations close on 16 August) 
• appoint an honorary auditor for 2021-22; 
• decide on any resolutions submitted to the meeting (written notices of motion must be 

submitted to the Secretary by 2 August); 
• determine fees and charges for 2021-22 (as required); and 
• consider any duly made recommendations for Honorary Life Membership (written 

nominations must be submitted to the Committee by 26 July and supported by at least 
five financial members). 

 
A copy of the Club’s Constitution and Rules for the Conduct of the Elections for Committee (2020) are available 
on the website, see https://actcdc.org.au/resources/.  
 
Extracts from the Rules are provided below: 
• Any candidate wishing to provide a written statement for the information of members may submit a 

maximum of 500 words to the Secretary in conjunction with the completed nomination form (see page 6). 
This statement should include the candidate’s brief personal history with the Club and any other 
information the candidate considers relevant to the position(s) for which they are nominating. 

• A member may nominate for more than one position. The nomination for each position shall be on a 
separate prescribed form (see page 6), duly signed by the proposer, seconder and candidate and include 
a separate accompanying statement relevant to each position (if the candidate wishes to submit a 
statement). 

• As soon as possible after the close of nominations the Secretary will prepare a list of eligible candidates 
for each position (noting their proposer and seconder and the availability of any accompanying statement) 
and this list shall be prominently displayed in the Clubhouse. Other communication channels may also be 
used by the Secretary to circulate this information to members. 

• Members may contact the office during the Club’s normal business hours, after the closing date for 
nominations, to have the list of candidates provided to them. 

• [At the Annual General Meeting] the Returning Officer will: 
 Introduce each candidate to the meeting in the order in which their names appear on the ballot 

paper or papers (or if no ballot is required, in the following order: President, Senior Vice-President, 
Junior Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and other committee members in alphabetical order by 
surname); 

 Allow financial members to ask questions of any candidates who are contesting positions; 
 Allow each candidate contesting a position to provide a brief closing statement if they wish; 
This session will be managed by the Returning Officer to ensure no financial member or candidate unduly 
dominates the session and that the session runs smoothly. 

• If there are only sufficient candidates for each vacant position … the Returning Officer will declare the 
candidates duly elected and no ballot will be taken. 

• A person who has been nominated for more than one position will fill the first position to which they are 
elected and shall not be eligible to be elected to subsequent positions. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

Arrangements for the 2020-21 Annual General Meeting will adhere to any COVID-19 public health directions 
required by the ACT Government at the time. 

 

Annual General Meeting 

You’re Invited ! 
7:30pm Monday 23 August 2021 

ACT Companion Dog Club Inc 

https://actcdc.org.au/resources/
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 What’s Coming Up At Our Club ? 

How should I prepare for classes in winter ? 

 

It can be VERY, VERY cold on the Club grounds 

during the winter months, especially if you train 

on Thursday nights (or other evenings for 

Agility). It is a good idea to wear a beanie, 

scarf, several layers of clothes—including a 

windproof jacket—and shoes with very thick 

soles. You might even wish to invest in a battery

-operated heated jacket. 

 

Please be aware that if you use hand warmers 

(air activated single use heat packs) they can 

pose a risk to dogs if ingested. So, if you own a 

dog that investigates your coat pockets for left-

over food it is best to avoid using hand 

warmers. 

 

Dogs feel the cold too—especially if they are 

small, fine-haired, elderly or underweight—so 

you may also like to put a coat on your dog. If 

your dog is not used to wearing a coat, 

introduce it over a number of practice sessions 

at home—pair putting on the coat with 

something the dog really loves to eat (eg roast 

chicken, grilled sausage).  

 

The Club has adopted guidance for Club 

officials to determine whether Behaviour 

Training classes should be cancelled due to 

adverse weather or other environmental 

conditions. It has some great advice for 

members as well. You can read it on the Club’s 

website (see https://actcdc.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2020/12/

cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0

_february_2020_.pdf). If you are participating in 

Behaviour Training classes, please check the 

Club’s public Facebook page for advice on 

class cancellations. 

 

The Club’s dog sports have their own policies 

on class cancellations so please check with 

your sports instructor about your sport’s class 

arrangements due to weather and other 

conditions.  

 

What dog sports events are coming up at the 

Club ? 

 

The Club regularly hosts dog sports trials on the 

grounds and these can be found in the 

Calendar on the website and on page 49.  The 

grounds may be closed to members on these 

occasions due to COVID-19 restrictions. Keep 

an eye on Facebook for announcements. 

 

When is the Club’s Annual General Meeting ? 

 

The Club’s 

Annual General 

Meeting will be 

held at 7.30pm 

on Monday 23 

August (venue to 

be advised). See 

pages 6-7 for 

further 

information. 

 

The Club is 

managed by a 

Committee of up to thirteen members, with a 

number of supporting Sub-committees (with 

more than 30 additional members). If you 

would like to know more about Committee or 

Sub-committee roles and responsibilities please 

email the office on contact@actcdc.org.au to 

be put in touch with a current member of the 

Club’s management group. Details of 

members are also available on page 4 and the 

breadth of the issues dealt with by the 

management group are reflected in the 

Committee Notes on pages 39-41.  

 

Want to keep in touch with the latest activities 

at the Club ? 

  

Information is available from: 

• Our website - www.actcdc.org.au 

• Notice boards (inside and outside the 

Clubhouse) 

• Your Instructors 

• The Session Manager on the grounds on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays 

during  Behaviour Training classes 

• The Calendar on page 49 

• Our public Facebook page. You can see 

it without being a registered FB user—see 

the link on our website 

 

 

 

Did you know we are on Instagram? 

www.instagram.com/actcompaniondogclub/.  

Please tag our Instagram account and hashtag it … 

and photograph yourself at the Club having fun with 

your dog and send us the photos to put on our  

account for everyone to enjoy.  

https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.instagram.com/actcompaniondogclub/
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Thanks For Your Contribution 

The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Term Two (April—June 2021): 

 

Behaviour Training: Di Adams, Catriona Anderson, Susan Barnard, Stuart Barrow, Jill Bradfield, 

Oliver Caddick, Dianne Gallasch, Barbara Gough, Sharon Haines, Kath Hallam, Renee Hamilton, 

Linda Harper, Peter Hendriks, Hilarie Kemp, Ping Leong, Heather McPherson, Kathleen Plowman, 

Lesley Pothan, Louise Raisin, Jane Richardson, Anne Robertson, Jane Rylands, Fiona Straffon,  

Jess Strain, Jackie Trotter, Claire Weekes, Julie Whitmore, Chris Woodgate  

Reserves: Gillian Atkin, Leslie Roberts, Linda Spinaze, Jane Vickers, Juliet Ward 

 

Agility (Sessions 2 and 3): Judith Barlow, Greg Collins, Amanda Delaney, Suanne Hackett, Wendy 

Hathaway, Sean Hutchison, Denise Iglesias, Lucy Jesiolowski, Hilarie Kemp, Maureen Lewis, Rachel 

McKeever, Jess McNamara-Rice, Vanessa March, Simone Pensko, 

Leslie Roberts, Natasha Sands, Linda Spinaze, Wendy Stewart, Kylie 

White, Steph Windsor 

 

Obedience Trialling and Rally: Vikki Evans, Laraine Frawley, Charlie 

Giles, Sue Howie, Geoff Woodman, Trish Woodman 

 

Flyball: Vanessa March, Cathy Vaughan 

 

Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog: Jill Bradfield, Holly Rieger, Raelene 

Stewart 

THANK YOU 

— CDC Instructors — 

Serving the CDC canine community for more than 60 years! 



New legal requirements  

for dog registration in the ACT 

Page |10 The Good Companion | June 2021| Vol 33 | No 2 

The following information is sourced from the ACT 

Government’s City Services website. 

 

Annual dog registration — The ACT Government 

has passed legislation to strengthen responsible 

dog ownership by requiring all dog owners to 

update their details annually, at no additional 

cost. This new requirement comes into effect on  

1 July 2021. 

 

Annual dog registration is part of the 

implementation of a new digital dog database 

providing up to date information on where dogs 

live and who owns them.  

 

The current lifetime dog registration model means 

very little is known about how many dogs there 

are in the ACT, where they are kept and who 

owns them. 

 

The new digital database will allow Domestic Animal Services to return lost dogs to their owners as 

quickly as possible and to follow-up on reports of dangerous dogs or dog attacks. It also provides 

better information about where dogs live so that education activities can be better targeted. 

 

Do I have to register my dog? — Dog registration is compulsory in the ACT. This applies to all dogs 

over the age of eight weeks old, who have been in the ACT for 28 days or more and have a 

keeper who has been a resident of the ACT for 28 days or more. To register your dog for the first 

time you need to complete an application form and  pay a one-off registration fee (see 

www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/dog-registration).  

 

What does this change to dog registration mean for me? —  This will mean each year, coinciding 

with the date you first registered your dog, you will be asked to update or confirm your 

registration details, at no additional cost. For example, if you registered your dog in the ACT on  

1 September 2020, then your annual renewal date will be 1 September each year. 

 

How will I know when my dog’s annual registration renewal is due? — Dog owners will receive an 

annual registration reminder notice in the form of an email, text message or letter from Domestic 

Animal Services at least 14 days prior to their dog’s renewal date. The notice will contain details 

on how to complete the annual dog registration process using an ACT Digital Account. 

 

Can I update my dog’s registration details now? — To update your dog’s registration details 

complete the dog registration smartform (available online) or call 13 22 81. 

 

Where can I find more information? — You can visit the FAQ page for more information (see 

www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/dog-registration/dog-

registration-faqs). 

http://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/dog-registration
http://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/dog-registration/dog-registration-faqs
http://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/dog-registration/dog-registration-faqs
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By Jake Blight — Convenor 

   Tracking Update  

On Sunday 23rd May a number of keen dog owners—many from the ACT Companion Dog Club—

met in Braidwood to embark on tracking training with their enthusiastic dogs. We started with 

some introductions and gear fitting before dividing into groups and moving to a nearby farming 

property. 

  

The various groups stopped at different places on the property depending on the proposed 

tracking training method they had chosen. These included using food in footsteps, using hidden 

food or toys or using a hidden person at the end of a short track. 

 

My group began by listening to a short talk followed by a demonstration. We then split into pairs 

and moved to starting points that we marked with stakes. Armed with yummy doggie treats, the 

owner moved off, clipping colourful clothes pegs in the grass to mark their route and then lay 

down in the long grass, treats at the ready. The handler then instructed the owner’s dog to ‘find’ 

or ‘seek’ (using a long line connected to the dog’s harness). Some dogs stuck their noses in the air 

and ran wildly to find their owner (like my Malamute X German Shepherd Dog ‘Calypso’) while 

others put their noses to the ground and steadily followed the track (like ‘Tockie’ my sister 

Barbara’s Wolfhound X, who took to the task brilliantly). 

 

After a few short tracks we released the dogs to have a romp around, paddle in the dam and 

play. We then returned some dogs to cars and started again, working each dog with a handler 

and helper. Leaving dogs in the car in this environment taught me a valuable lesson as I turned 

                          The 2021 Tracking season got underway in May with an Introduction to Tracking 

              presentation, followed by a practical training day at a property near Braidwood. Unlike 

other Club activities, the Club does not hold formal classes for Tracking. Instead, members 

interested in Tracking meet up regularly through winter, usually once or twice a week, to help 

each other lay tracks and improve their handling skills. The locations vary from open grassland to 

open woodland with undulating terrain. Further information about this most natural of dog sports is 

available at actcdc.org.au/activities/tracking/. 

 

The following article, written by Club member Rosanna Cox, describes her introduction to Tracking 

at the practical training day on 23 May. The fabulous photos accompanying her story were taken 

by Joanne Hagan Photography. 

Left: Barbara with ‘Calypso’  

Right: Rosanna with ‘Tockie’ 

actcdc.org.au/activities/tracking/
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Tracking update … continued

and saw my German Shepherd ‘Zara’, half out of my sunroof getting onto the roof of my car! She 

didn't like to be left out of the action! 

 

We worked our own dogs, having a helper walk through the grass to ‘lay a track’ and place some 

goodies at the end, along with a second stake to mark the location. The helper then circled back 

to the start point to avoid confusing the scent track. The important thing with this method was to 

use high value treats and to avoid distracting or ‘leading’ the dog after cuing it to ‘find’ or ‘seek’.  

Instead we learnt to wait patiently and let the dog work out the game and find its way to the end.  

 

We completed the day’s events by rejoining the whole group and having a discussion about our 

experiences, with some people remaining for further demonstrations. It was a fun and engaging 

day and most enjoyable to challenge ourselves  and our dogs while learning a new activity. A 

Zoom session was held a week later to enable us to reconnect and discuss any issues that we had 

encountered in our own private training following the group training day. I was very appreciative 

of the opportunity to embark on this fun activity. 

Below: (left) ‘Tockie’ on the track to find his hidden person; (right) “Found her!”  

(Photos: Joanne Hagan Photography) 

Jake Blight’s Border Collie Australian Tracking Champion ‘Sonic’ 

demonstrates her pre-eminent skills at the training day 

(Photo: Joanne Hagan Photography) 
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Scenes from Tracking training 

Above: 

Jake Blight demonstrates 

handling  skills in tune with his Border 

Collie Australian Tracking Champion 

‘Sonic’ 

 

Right: 

When the vegetation is almost above 

your head you need to use your 

nose! 

 

Below: 

“Almost there” - a fabulous reward 

awaits at the end of a short track 

 

All photos:  

Joanne Hagan Photography 
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Access to the car park is RESTRICTED at the following times: 
 

Wednesdays 9.30am—1.00pm 
Thursdays 6.00pm—9.30pm 
 Sundays 9.00am—12.30pm 

 during class terms 
 

ONLY Instructors, Committee and Sub-Committee members,  
Life Members and members (and visitors) with disability parking permits 

may use the car park during these times.  

RESERVED PARKING 

 The Yellow Dog Campaign 

Dogs are social animals but please be 

aware that some dogs are not as social as 

others.  

 

You may notice that some dogs on the 

Club’s grounds wear yellow vests or 

bandanas with the message ‘Give me 

space’. This is an initiative of the 

international Yellow Dog Program to 

promote the social needs of dogs that 

require more space while they are being 

trained or rehabilitated. These dogs may 

be old, shy, fearful, nervous, recovering 

from injury or surgery, deaf or recently 

adopted. Please respect the needs of 

these dogs and their owners. Don’t say 

hello to a dog wearing yellow. Give their 

handlers time and space to move out of 

your way so that everyone has a positive 

experience. 

 

Did you know that the ACT Government 

supports the Yellow Dog initiative through 

its responsible dog ownership program? 

 

You can download your own copy of The 

responsible dog owner handbook 

published by the ACT Government at 

www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-

wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/your-

responsibilities. 

 

Live in NSW? Check your responsibilities at:  

• Queanbeyan Palerang Regional 

Council—www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/

Services/Animals/Your-responsibilities-

as-a-Pet-Owner 

• Yass Valley Council—

www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-

services/animal-education-and-

control/ 

http://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/your-responsibilities
http://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/your-responsibilities
http://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/your-responsibilities
http://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Services/Animals/Your-responsibilities-as-a-Pet-Owner
http://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Services/Animals/Your-responsibilities-as-a-Pet-Owner
http://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Services/Animals/Your-responsibilities-as-a-Pet-Owner
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-services/animal-education-and-control/
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-services/animal-education-and-control/
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-services/animal-education-and-control/
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The Club’s Social Media Policy 

Following consultation with all Sub-Committees the Club’s Main Committee endorsed an updated 

Social Media Policy and Guidelines at its May 2021 meeting.  

Please read the document below so that you know your obligations as a Club member  

and social media user. 

The ACT Companion Dog Club’s Social Media Policy and Guidelines provides members with 

information on how the Club’s social media channels are structured and authorised. It also sets 

out behavioural expectations regarding members’ conduct on social media, including but not 

limited to the Club’s social media channels. 

 

For the purposes of this document, social media is defined as “any information, conversation or 

activity that occurs online, where Club officials or other members share or discuss information that 

might impact on the Club’s services or reputation”. A Club official is defined as (i) a member of 

the Club holding the position of Club instructor, member of a Sub-committee, member of the 

Main Committee or session manager and (ii) the Club’s office manager.  

 

This document forms part of the Club’s governance framework and supports Club Rule 24 that 

states, inter alia, that: 

Communication by and between members must always be respectful and courteous 

and must not be offensive, aggressive, defamatory, threatening, discriminatory, 

obscene, profane, harassing, embarrassing, intimidating, sexually explicit, bullying, 

hateful, racist, or otherwise inappropriate. This includes face-to-face and written 

communication and communication through other channels including social media. 

 

The Club maintains two types of authorised social media channels – (i) club-wide social media 

pages used to promote the Club and its activities and (ii) Activity Group pages which support 

specific dog sports and activities. 

 

The current authorised channels are: 

• Club-wide channels 

 Club website  www.actcdc.org.au  

 Club public Facebook page www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub/  

 Club private Instructors Facebook page  

 

• Specific activity groups 

 ACTCDC Agility 

 ACTCDC Agility Instructors  

 ACTCDC Dances with Dogs/Trick Dog 

 ACTCDC Flyball 

 ACTCDC Classic Companion Drill Team 

http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub/
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Social media policy … continued

All Club members are bound by this document 

and are expected to conduct themselves 

appropriately when using the Club’s social 

media channels or other channels where the 

Club, Club officials or Club members may be 

identified. 

 

This document will be published on the Club’s 

website and promulgated to the Club’s Social 

Media administrators and editors for distribution 

to all Activity Groups. 

 

Aims and rules 

 

The primary aim of the Club’s social media 

channels is to promote the Club and to 

facilitate its training services, endorsed events 

and dog sports activities. See the guidelines 

below for information about how to use the 

official channels managed by the Club. 

 

All social media activity – including but not 

limited to website content, status updates, 

posts, videos, comments and messages – must 

aim to promote the Club or dog sport group in 

a positive way and should respect and 

maintain the privacy of others. 

 

All members are expected to adhere to the 

Club’s overarching Club Rule regarding 

communication by and between members on 

the Club’s social media channels and on other 

social media channels outside the Club where 

the Club, Club officials or Club members may 

be identified. 

 

The Club’s social media use shall adhere to the 

following rules: 

• The Club’s social media channels 

represent the organisation as a whole 

and should seek to maintain a 

professional and uniform tone. Where 

possible the impression should remain 

one of a single organisation rather than 

individual, unconnected activities. 

• Users will not knowingly post incorrect, 

defamatory, harassing, abusive, 

discriminatory or misleading content. 

• The Club will not allow content that 

criticises, marginalises or denigrates 

individuals or groups within the Club. 

• Users will only post content that endorses 

rewards-based force-free approaches to 

dog training and emphasises the bond 

between dog and handler based on 

mutual trust and respect. 

• Users will be polite and respectful of all 

people and communities with whom they 

interact on social media.  

• The Club will not tolerate any forms of 

stalking, bullying or marginalising of any 

individual or group within the Club or 

outside the Club. 

• Users will respect copyright, intellectual 

property, and other applicable laws 

when using social media and not upload 

inappropriate content to any of the 

Club’s social media channels. 

• Users will not endorse or promote 

(including likes, comments, shares or links) 

any commercial products, services or 

businesses unless prior approval has been 

obtained from the Club’s Main 

Committee (Note: sponsorship will not be 

accepted from any pet shops or similar 

businesses that sell companion animals, 

ie dogs and cats). 

• Users will treat everything placed on 

social media as public information and 

have no expectation that it will remain 

private even if it is part of personal social 

media use. 

• Users will not offer advice or support or 

comment on topics outside their area of 

expertise or responsibility. 

 

Violations of the policy and guidelines 

 

Club members who contravene the Club’s 

social media policy or guidelines will: 

• Receive a warning from the Club’s social 

media administrator or group editor (as 

appropriate); 

• Have a specific post, comment or other 

content removed by the administrator or 

group editor; 

• Have their membership of the channel 

blocked until further notice; and 

• Be provided with a written explanation of 

why the action has been taken. 

 

Persistent or serious breaches of this policy and 

guidelines will be referred to the Club’s Main 

Committee for consideration and further 

action. This may involve removal and 

permanent blocking from the relevant group/s 

pages. 

 

Access to the relevant group/s pages may be 

reinstated if the member who breaches the 

policy and guidelines acknowledges the 

breach and gives a written undertaking to the 

Club’s Main Committee that they understand 

the nature of the breach and that no further 

breaches will occur in the future. 

 

Should further breaches occur despite this 

undertaking, the steps described above will be 
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Social media policy … continued

taken and the member will be blocked from 

future membership or use of all the Club’s 

social media channels. 

 

The Main Committee also has powers under the 

Club’s Constitution to take steps to suspend or 

expel any member who acts in a manner 

which, in the opinion of the Committee, is 

prejudicial to the interests of the Club. This may 

include persistent or serious breaches of this 

policy and guidelines. 

 

Guidelines for use of social media pages  

 

These guidelines are intended to assist Club 

members who have administrative or editorial 

responsibilities for the Club’s social media 

channels.  

 

Content 

 

The administrators of the Club’s social media 

channels should monitor the general sharing of 

information and conversations on these 

channels and ensure they align with this policy 

and guidelines. 

 

Facebook posts should focus on reminders 

related to Club activities (eg intakes, session 

dates, class cancellations, membership 

renewals, workshops, annual general meeting 

etc). Posts that provide information or request 

responses should be posted with sufficient 

notice to give members the opportunity to 

consider the information and respond within a 

specified timeframe.  

 

Social media posts should contain sufficient 

and relevant information and may include links 

to further information, where appropriate 

(noting the conditions above about 

commercial endorsements or promotions). 

Posts on the Club’s social media channels 

should be accompanied by some visual 

element (eg photo or short video) as this 

attracts more attention than a pure text post.  

 

Every effort should be made to gain permission 

from any individual featured in a photo or 

video before the content is published (noting 

that the Club maintains a ‘Do not photograph’ 

register that records the wishes of members 

when they join or renew their membership).  

 

Where individual photographers or 

videographers are known, every effort should 

be made to credit the creator in the post or 

caption. 

 

Timing 

 

Social media posts should be posted within 

specific time frames: 

• Posts related to Behaviour Training 

classes: 

 When bookings open for classes 

 When classes are fully booked 

 At least one hour before classes are 

cancelled due to weather or other 

factors 

 

• Posts relating to workshops and events: 

 When event bookings open 

 When the event is fully booked 

 One week before the event 

 The morning of the event 

• Trial and competition reminders (for trials 

and competitions hosted by the Club): 

 When entries are open 

 One week before entries close 

 

• Trial and competition promotion (for trials 

and competitions attended by Club 

members): 
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 The morning of the event 

 Within 24-48 hours after the event 

 

Administrator and editor responsibilities  

 

General 

 

• The administrators of the Club’s club-wide 

channels and administrators and editors 

of Activity Groups must be financial Club 

members. 

• It is desirable that at least one 

administrator of the Club’s club-wide 

channels is a member of the Club’s Main 

Committee. If this is not feasible, a 

member of the Main Committee will be 

appointed to liaise with the administrator 

and to oversee the Club’s social media 

activity as Social Media Co-ordinator. 

• The administrators of the Club’s club-wide 

channels and editors of Activity Groups 

must be approved by the Club’s Main 

Committee at the earliest opportunity 

after each Annual General Meeting and 

at any time during the year when role 

changes are required.  

• Up to three representatives of the Club’s 

Main Committee may act as 

administrators of the Club’s website and 

other club-wide social media channels at 

any one time. 

• Up to two representatives nominated by 

the relevant sport‘s Sub-Committee may 

act as editors of each Activity Group at 

any one time. 

• Activity on the Club’s club-wide social 

media channels will regularly be reported 

to and monitored by the Club’s Main 

Committee through the Social Media Co-

ordinator.  

• Administrators and group editors are 

required to monitor content and take 

appropriate action if this policy and 

guidelines are contravened (see 

‘Violations’ above).  

• Administrators and group editors should 

provide advice to users and reply to posts 

in a timely, positive and supportive 

manner wherever possible or 

appropriate. 

• Administrators and editors must ensure 

that only appropriate content is 

published. 

• Administrators and editors are expected 

to behave and express themselves 

appropriately and in ways that are 

consistent with the Club’s Constitution, 

Club Rules and policies. 

• A listing of the Club’s administrators and 

editors is maintained by the Main 

Committee’s Social Media Co-ordinator. 

 

Facebook activity group administration 

 

• All Facebook Activity Groups or other 

social media channels focusing on 

specific Club activities must be approved 

by the Club’s Main Committee prior to 

their establishment. This should occur as 

soon as possible after the first Main 

Committee meeting following the Annual 

General Meeting each year. 

• The aim of the Activity Group channels is 

to facilitate communication and 

organisation about the group’s activities. 

This may include the sharing and 

discussion of training tips and ideas, 

social interaction, event organisation etc. 

• The Club’s Activity Groups will be created 

and maintained as Secret or Closed 

groups and access to the group will 

require approval by the group’s editor(s).  

• Membership of Activity Groups must be 

managed and restricted to people who 

are financial members of the Club and 

who are actively engaged in the dog 

sport or training activity relevant to the 

group. Membership must be audited as 

soon as possible after the Annual General 

Meeting each year by the group editor(s) 

to cull any unfinancial or inactive 

members. 

 

Policy endorsement 

 

This policy and guidelines are endorsed by the 

Club’s Main Committee and will be reviewed 

on a regular basis. 

 

Related documents 

 

The following documents are maintained by 

the Main Committee’s Social Media Co-

ordinator: 

• A listing of the Club’s administrators and 

editors  

• A register of all the communication 

methods (including social media) used 

by the Main Committee and Sub-

Committees  

Social media policy … continued
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Lure coursing—try-out day 

By Helen Mosslar, ACT Hound Club 

The sport of Lure Coursing is an instinct test designed by sighthound owners who wanted to test 

their dogs in a manner that replicated hunting jack rabbits in an open field. This is achieved by 

pulling a plastic bag around a field to simulate the path the rabbit might run, with an aim to test 

the dog’s functional abilities and instinct to course game. Whilst Lure Coursing Trials were originally 

created for the sighthound breeds, in Australia the trials are open to all other breeds of dogs as 

well.  

 

In Lure Coursing, the lure is a plastic bag which is tied to a cord and pulled around the open field 

by a motor. The course is normally between 700 – 900 metres in length. Dogs are run by 

themselves, with the only exception being the Sighthound Open stakes where up to three dogs 

may compete in the stake. Due to the size of the course, official Lure Coursing Trials are held in 

large open areas which are often not fenced.  

 

Official Lure Coursing Trials are not timed races where the fastest dog wins. Instead, judges will 

score dogs over five criteria, which are:  

• Enthusiasm - how keen the dog is for the lure;  

• Follow - is the dog always following and watching the lure; 

• Agility - how well the dog corners at speed and its ability over the ground or natural 

obstacles; 

• Speed - does the dog exhibit the type of speed its breed is capable of; and 

• Endurance - does the dog maintain its speed for the entire length of the course.  

To obtain a qualifying score at the trial, dogs need to display good abilities in all five criteria.   

 

Dogs participating in this dog sport must be sound, free from injury and very fit. This is a sport you 

do with your dog because it is fit, not a sport you do to get your dog fit. As trials are held in open 

fields and dogs are run without any collars on, dogs competing in this sport do need to be 

trustworthy with other dogs and stock (in case they run off the field). The ability to have a dog 

come when called is an advantage and will aid in catching your dog after it has run.  

 

Try-out days, where you can try and see if your dog is interested in chasing the plastic bag, are 

held in smaller areas with much shorter courses, normally up to 200 metres in length. Several try out 

days happen in the Canberra region over the year and one was held at the ACT Companion Dog 

Club’s grounds on Monday 31 May.  On this day 40 dogs had a go and many thought the bags 

were lots of fun, but a few were not interested at all. As this sport relies on the dog’s natural 



Lure coursing … continued
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instinct, dogs will either want to chase or not. This is not really a sport that can be taught to your 

dog.  

 

For more information on Lure Coursing events in the Canberra region including when try-out days 

are on, look on Facebook for the ‘Canberra Region Lure Coursing’ group. 

 

Photos have been kindly supplied by Joanne Hagan Photography who was in attendance on the 

day.  

Clockwise from top: Pointer in pursuit, Pointer primed for 

the  chase, Papillon focussed on the task, Whippet in full 

gallop, Australian Cattle Dog catches the bag! 

All photos: 

 

Joanne Hagan Photography 

 

www.joannehagan.photography/ 

 

www.facebook.com/

JoanneHaganPhotography/ 

http://www.joannehagan.photography/
http://www.facebook.com/JoanneHaganPhotography/
http://www.facebook.com/JoanneHaganPhotography/


        Dogs-As-Therapy Team 

    By Lesley Pothan 
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Our dog and handler teams have been busy 

visiting several aged-care residences each 

month since the resumption of the program in 

February-March.  Our dogs continue to delight 

the residents, bringing a little joy in the shape of 

a wet nose and a waggy tail. For some 

residents this visit is often the highlight of their 

day. 

 

The Club has been approached by other aged

-care facilities requesting our services. To help 

them, we will need to attract a few more teams 

to the program. A visit through an aged-care  

residence takes about an hour so it wouldn’t 

be too much to ask f you only visited one 

residence once a month, would it?  

 

To be considered for the Dogs-As-Therapy 

program you and your dog must satisfactorily 

complete Level 3 (Graduation) in the Club’s 

Behaviour Training program and your dog must 

be at least 18 months old. Your dog must enjoy 

calmly meeting people, being handled all over 

by strangers and be relaxed and comfortable 

in the company of other dogs. It must also be 

able to cope with novel sounds and smells; 

people who may move in unpredictable ways; 

and mobility aids such as walkers, motorised 

scooters and wheelchairs. All dogs are assessed 

for their suitability before being accepted into 

the program. If you and your dog would like to 

be considered please email me via the office – 

contact@actcdc.org.au. 

 

Kath McQuarrie has been a member of the 

Club’s program for many years. Kath visits 

hospitals with her dogs and is an active 

member of Pets and Positive Ageing (PAPA).  A 

recent Canberra Times article has highlighted 

the need for a support network for older pet 

owners, see 

www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7252087/

pets-caught-up-in-aged-care-crisis-decisions/ 

 

In May we lost one of our beautiful therapy 

dogs, Golden Retriever ‘Bear’. Jeff and Bear 

have been with the program since 2017. 

 

We received the following message from our 

friends at the aged care residence Uniting 

Amala in Gordon … and this says it all ... 

 

Thank you Bear for your service. We are 

going to miss you. You were the best Bear 

ever!  Uniting Amala residents are grateful 

for your love and cuddles. 

 
Below: Bear at Uniting Amala, Gordon, ACT 

VALÉ  BEAR 
 

November 2013 — May 2021 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7252087/pets-caught-up-in-aged-care-crisis-decisions/
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7252087/pets-caught-up-in-aged-care-crisis-decisions/
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Training Tips (see opposite page)

Please read the brochure ‘Using the Club grounds’ (https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/

uploads/2020/12/trifold_brochure_-_using_the_club_grounds__march_2020_.pdf) to ensure that 

you abide by the Club’s rules and protocols: especially when and where your dog may be off-

lead.  When using the designated off-lead areas, stay well away from the fences to adjoining 

paddocks to reduce the likelihood of fence-running. This might look like fun but it can lead to over 

-arousal and antisocial behaviour including barrier aggression.  Such rapid acceleration, abrupt 

braking and turning may also damage your dog’s joints. Your dog, your responsibility ! 

https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/trifold_brochure_-_using_the_club_grounds__march_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/trifold_brochure_-_using_the_club_grounds__march_2020_.pdf
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   Training Tips  

Dog-dog play—What it should look like 
 

By Yaletown Dog Training  © 

Yaletown Dog Training is based in Vancouver, Canada (see http://yaletowndogtraining.com). 

The blog post reproduced below provides some insights into the way in which dogs interact 

during play. 

There is nothing better for dog lovers than watching dogs play. However, dog owners can be 

confused about dog play. Are those dogs playing? Or are they fighting? Learning what to look for 

can help people to become comfortable with full on dog play. 

 

All animals play. Play allows animals to practice the skills they will need to survive. 

 

Dogs are no different and normal dog play consists of playful versions of standard, run-of-the-mill 

dog behaviours. These include: 

• Play fighting (there may be growling and biting) 

• Play fleeing 

• Play chasing 

• Play mounting/humping (yes, this is a normal part of play) 

 

Play can look and sound ferocious. However, there are signs to watch for that indicate it is play: 

• Play bows 

• Play-face (that open-mouthed, loose, face that playing dogs make at their happiest) 

• Bouncy, inefficient, exaggerated movements (rocking horse run) 

Play bows and  play-face are a dog’s way of letting another dog know that “whatever happens 

next is all play.” You will also notice them moving around with very bouncy movements. This too 

indicates play. 

 

Other things to watch for are: 

• Self handicapping (biting with minimal force, a large dog allows small dog to knock him 

over) 

• Role reversal (chaser becomes chasee, on top and then on bottom) 

• Activity shifts ( chase game with regular breaks to play fight) 

 

Rarely, however, play can become worrisome or even scary. When fights break out, it is 

usually because the activities of normal play have broken down. Although it isn’t very common, 

it’s always wise to watch for the signs. Monitor closely and be ready to interrupt and break up the 

chase if you see the following: 

• Chase games where the chaser’s run becomes real, flat-out and no longer bouncy 

• Two or more dogs chasing one dog 

• Chase games that go on too long with no breaks or activity shifts 

 

Big on small dog play of any kind should always be closely monitored. However, chase games 

where a large dog is chasing a small dog can be extremely dangerous and have a tragic ending 

for the small dog. It is recommended that you do not allow these. 

 

Keep a close eye on your dog,  make sure that all dogs are having fun and know what to watch 

for. You and your dog can then enjoy all the fun that dog play provides. 

SMILE — YOU’RE ON CCTV 
  

The Club’s buildings and grounds are under  

constant video camera surveillance  

to provide better security and safety for members. 

http://yaletowndogtraining.com
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     Scent Work 

By Maxine Robinson  — Liaison 

Scent Work (also known as Nose Work) is a very 

new dog sport in Australia and the newest sport 

supported by the Club. It draws on the same 

skills used by customs, quarantine and military 

detection dogs to locate an odour and 

communicate to the handler that the odour 

has been found.  

At its simplest, Scent Work can be as ‘easy’ as 

teaching a dog to seek out yummy food 

hidden in cardboard boxes around your home 

or garden. This is a great sensory enrichment 

activity for dogs young and old. 

 

In the sport of Scent Work, the dog’s scenting 

skills are honed to recognise specific essential 

oils or ‘odours’ (such as Birch, Anise, Clove and 

Cypress) and to detect them in a variety of 

settings (including indoors, outdoors and on 

vehicles) in changing environmental 

conditions. It is a positive and mentally 

challenging activity that allows dogs to use 

their strongest natural sense in a way that is fun 

and engaging and that helps build and 

strengthen trust between the handler and dog. 

 

Scent Work is now an Australian National 

Kennel Club sanctioned sport and the Club will 

be hosting its inaugural Scent Work Element 

Trial on Saturday 7 August.  

 

Further information about this new activity is 

available on the Club’s website at https://

actcdc.org.au/activities/scent-work/.  Classes 

are available through Canberra Nosework 

Training at www.canberranosework.com/. 

 
Left: Screenshot from new website. 

(Photo: Joanne Hagan Photography) 

 

Would you like to advertise in the Club’s magazine ?  We distribute 

about 350 printed copies of the magazine to members four times a 

year and you can access all issues on our website - it’s a great way 

to get your name out there. Advertising for the next issue is due by 

6th August. Current advertising rates are: 

TGC ADVERTISING 

Page Size Width Length 
Single 

(1 issue) 

Yearly 

(4 issues) 

Full Page 170 mm 270 mm $60.00 $225.00   

1/2 Page 170 mm 130 mm $35.00 $125.00   

1/4 Page 80 mm 130 mm $20.00 No Yearly rate 

Email contact@actcdc.org.au if you would like to advertise. 

https://actcdc.org.au/activities/scent-work/
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/scent-work/
http://www.canberranosework.com/
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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 By Juliet Ward — Convenor 

    Dances With Dogs 

       and Trick Dog 

This is my first time writing as Convenor of 

Dances with Dogs and Trick Dog. Raelene 

Stewart is stepping down from the role but is still 

a valuable part of the team - contributing her 

much appreciated experience, skills and 

enthusiasm.  

 

Trick Dog 

 

Trick Dog training has resumed at Queanbeyan 

Showground with classes restricted to six 

handler/dog teams. In the Starters level, there 

are 15 tricks to learn/develop. The classes are 

fun with plenty of support and guidance being 

offered along the way. Tricks are a great way 

to keep your dog engaged and agile. 

Practicing tricks is also good for building 

confidence in your dog and is marvellous for 

keeping older dogs mentally and physically 

active. With a large variety of tricks there is 

something to suit many different skills and 

abilities (of both the dog and the handler). 

 

The Trick Dog Novice Class will be split into two, 

people can currently progress from Novice A 

into Novice B where they can hone their skills 

into a routine. There are some new tricks in the 

Novice level as well as building on tricks learnt 

in the Starters level.  

Routines can be very creative as you can string 

tricks together with an entertaining ‘theme’. 

 

Dances With Dogs 

 

Dances With Dogs (DWD) classes will 

recommence in Term 3 at Queanbeyan 

Showground. These classes are a natural 

progression from Trick Dog classes. In DWD 

handlers and dogs refine the tricks learnt in 

Trick Dogs classes and can start to link them 

together into a routine to music.  

 

The group is friendly and fun and offer plenty of 

support and encouragement. DWD is a great 

activity to help both the handler and dog relax 

and to build a positive and trusting relationship 

with each other. 

 

Mock Trick Dog Trial 

 

We hosted a mock Trick Dog trial for Starters at 

the Club on 29 May and it was a success 

despite winter arriving well and truly that day.  

 

This event was a practice run not only for 

beginner Trick Dog teams but also for the 

Club’s Sub-committee as organisers.  

 

We thank ANKC Judge and Club instructor 

Linda Harper for judging and for providing her 

sensitive guidance and advice.  Thanks also to 

Anne Robertson for stewarding and helping us 

to stay focussed on the goal.  

 

Congratulations to Jill Bradfield and her Kelpie 

‘Possum’ for first place (left), Holly Rieger and 

her Saluki ‘Zephyr’ for second place (above) 
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Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog … continued

and Viveka Hocking with her Shiba Inu ‘Kitsune’ 

for third place (on magazine cover). 

 

Thank you also to Marcelo Munoz and 

‘Paxi’ (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel X Poodle), 

Nicola Swann and ‘Benson’ (Miniature 

Schnauzer) and Helen Furniss with 

‘Scout’ (Border Collie X) (above). Viveka and 

Holly entered with second dogs, ‘Yukiko’ (Shiba 

Inu) and ‘Ruka’ (Saluki) respectively. 

 

It was a big learning curve for the organisers 

especially Natasha Davies with help from Jill , 

Raelene, Anne and Holly. And thank you to 

Susan Barnard for capturing some beautiful 

portraits and action shots on the day. It was a 

pleasure to be able to share these with all the 

competitors. 

 

DWD and Trick Dog Trials 

 

Club members will be represented at a double 

Trick Dog competition (24 July) and a double 

DWD competition (25 July) that are being 

hosted by the Belconnen Dog Obedience Club 

(BDOC). We are excited as this is the first DWD 

competition to be offered in the ACT region for 

quite some time … and an opportunity for 

some new Trick Dog members to have a go. 

 

Demonstrations 

 

DWD and Trick Dog teams from the Club and 

BDOC joined forces to entertain the residents at 

Warrigal Aged Care home in Queanbeyan on 

Mothers Day (Sunday 9 May). A great time was 

had by all and it was a pleasure for those who 

participated to be able to bring joy to others.  

 

A DWD/Trick demo is also planned for A Pooch 

Affair  at EPIC on Saturday19 June in 

collaboration with BDOC. 

 

Want to join us? 

 

Expressions of interest for the Trick Dog classes 

can be sent to:  contact@actcdc.org.au 

 

To join Trick Dogs, you will need to have 

successfully completed the Consolidation 

(Level 2) class in the Club’s Behaviour Training 

program or have a similar level of training. 

While participating in the Behaviour Training 

program you are encouraged to choose tricks 

to learn that complement the Trick Dog 

syllabus. Some of these include sending around 

a cone, sending to a mat, paw on hand, nose-

to-hand touches and spinning in a circle. See 

the Trick Dog Rules on the ANKC website for a 

complete list (see www.ankc.org.au).  

 

Below: Mock Trick Dog Trial participants: Jill Bradfield and Possum, Linda Harper (Judge), Marcelo Munoz  

and Paxi, Nicola Swann and Benson, Natasha Davies (Trial Manager), Helen Furniss and Scout,  

Viveka Hocking with Kitsune and Yukiko, Juliet Ward (steward), Anne Robertson (steward) holding Zephyr  

and Holly Rieger and Ruka 

(All photos: Photography By Susan) 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
see%20www.ankc.org.au
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Flyball Feats 

 By Vanessa March — Convenor 

Since the last issue of The Good Companion magazine, our flyballers have been very busy training 

and attending race meets. 

 

Racing news 

 

On 14th March the team made the wet trip to Moss Vale for the Madness at the Moss Vale Show 

but due to the constant drizzle of rain and risky conditions the race meet was called off prior to 

racing commencing. This was unfortunate but the safety of the dogs is always top priority.  

 

On 27th March Cathy, Vanessa and Sam trekked to Sydney to attend the Hounds In The Hills race 

meet hosted by the Norwest Thunderdogs Club with Austin, Pippa and Erin flying the Club flag 

Valé Zeke – Flyball Master Champion ONYX 

 

Team X-Factor send their heartfelt condolences to Rhonda, Jerry and ‘Boston’ on the sad news of 

the passing of retired X-Factor Flyball dog ‘Zeke’ who was just shy of his 16th birthday.  Valé Zeke. 

‘Zeke’ (left) with his best Flyball buds Boston, 

Austin, Logan, Pippa and Lochie at Huskisson 

Beach, NSW in 2019 (Photo: Cathy Vaughan) 

Moss Vale washout - team captains huddled under the gazebo awaiting the judges’ ruling 

To race or not to race ... (Photo: Vanessa March) 
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Flyball feats … continued

under the Open team ‘CBR Xtraordinary’. They 

were joined by Reggie and Dexter along with 

their handler Alice from the Belconnen Dog 

Obedience Club to run as a five dog team.  

The CDC dogs did a great job with Pippa, Erin 

and Austin running together like clockwork as 

they had done back in February. The team was 

rewarded by coming first in their Open Division. 

Sam who was handling Pippa also had a go 

handling Dexter (below), a Jack Russell X, a big 

difference to her own German Shorthaired 

Pointer, Darcy. Sam has really fitted in to 

handling Flyball dogs well, we are very proud of 

her. 

On the Easter weekend in April Cathy and 

Austin ventured to Flyball at the Fairfield Easter 

Fair to race with the Open team ‘Flyball 

Friends’. They braved the noise of the Fair and 

came second in their Open Division. 

 

On 1st May we saw the team venturing out 

again to Sydney to attend the Sydneysiders 

Southerly Stampede. The Open team consisted 

of Austin, Pippa, Erin and Charlie. They were 

joined by Dart and green dog Anarchy from 

NSW’s newest team, the Unleashed Flyball 

Club. This was an exciting race meet with the 

CDC dogs not only doing well running with a 

dog who they have never met but the four 

CDC dogs also had a chance to run together 

for the first time. What made this extra special is 

that three of the dogs are owned by team 

member Vanessa. We also has another first with 

Emma Easton. Emma has only recently joined 

Flyball to learn the ropes (ready for when she 

has a dog who can join) and offer her help 

when needed. She came along to this race 

meet geared up to be our team box loader – 

but due to logistics she managed ball shagging 

and helped Louis (from the Wollongong 

Woofers) to handle Pippa. This was Pippa’s first 

time with a male handler which proved a 

challenge as she was used to a high-pitched 

recall voice. When it came time for Austin, 

Pippa, Erin and Charlie to run together, Emma 

was promoted to be Charlie’s handler – with 

Charlie also performing as the start dog for the 

team (below). 

 

This was Emma’s first time running a dog in a 

race meet and Charlie’s first time as start dog 

(at his second-ever race meet). Emma and 

Charlie executed their roles with almost 

seasoned precision with the wonderful 

guidance of our Unleashed Flyball Club friends 

helping with calling ‘dog release’ on the lights. 

The team came third in their Open Division with 

a best time of 18.1 seconds and running an 

impressive best time of 18.3 seconds with their 

home dogs.  
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MAYhem Race Meet 

 

In conjunction with this trekking to race meets, 

training and general life was cracking along 

and the plans were coming together in 

preparation for our home ground race meet – 

MAYhem, which was held on Saturday 22nd 

May. 

 

After a cold and foggy start it was a fantastic 

day with 15 teams from the ACT, NSW and 

Victoria coming together for a massive fun-

filled day that ran like clockwork (making all the 

stress of preparation worthwhile).  

 

Our team of Austin, Erin, Pippa, Charlie and 

Lochie entered in the Regular Division under 

our team name ‘X-Factor’ - up against two 

other teams in Division 1. For a relatively green 

team with green handlers it was a tough day 

but everyone had a lot of fun. The team came 

second in the Division with a best time run of 

18.9 seconds. 

 

Our trainee dogs also made some 

wonderful progress with Tabasco, 

Max and Darcy having their first go 

of training in the ring. While not all of 

it went to plan it was a great 

experience for dogs and handlers. 

We are looking forward to these 

dogs progressing and hopeful that 

they will race along side their X-

Factor mates in the months to come.  

 

This race meet was the first on our 

home ground for two years as 

COVID put a halt on our 2020 

planned race meet. We managed 

to secure some brilliant sponsors and 

they came on board with humbling 

generosity and supplied prizes not only for the 

raffle but also for the Division prizes. Without 

these sponsors it would have been a bland 

comp, so it was rather nice to make it 

something special for all the competitors. 

 

We had a wonderful menu on offer courtesy of 

the PCYC (Canberra Police Community Youth 

Club) Cruisin Café (below). We chose them for 

our catering as they are also a volunteer group, 

with all monies raised through the café going 

back in to the PCYC’s projects to assist young 

people with employment through their 

programs. It felt most fitting for one volunteer 

organisation to support another.  

 

A massive thank you to all those who helped 

with the running of the MAYhem race meet 

and to our wonderful sponsors – Animal 

Naturals, Ziwi Peak, Antinol, Pet-way Petcare, 

Primal Prey Nutrition, Pods 4 Pets, HoundzTooth, 

Pawfect Pets and Clear Dog Treats. 

Above: Vanessa’s Border Collies ‘Erin’ (left) and ‘Pippa’ (right) demonstrating their box technique at the 

MAYhem race meet (Action photos this page and previous page: Liv Michelle Photography) 
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Obedience  Trialling and Rally  

By Laraine Frawley — Convenor 

Classes are held on Wednesday mornings and 

Thursday evenings for both Obedience and 

Rally.  These classes prepare handlers and their 

dogs to compete in trials. Once your dog has 

the required number of qualifications (usually 

three at the lower levels) you can apply for 

your title which means the dog gets letters after 

its name. In Obedience this is 

‘CCD‘ (Community Companion Dog) and in 

Rally ‘RN‘ (Rally Novice) 

 

For members in the Behaviour Training classes 

who might be interested in teaching their dogs 

the skills necessary to perhaps compete, there 

is a Skills class on both Wednesdays and 

Thursdays that are for any team who has 

completed Consolidation (Level 2) or above 

(see class times on page 48). A key difference 

between Rally and Obedience is that in Rally 

signs tell you what to do and you can talk to 

your dog whereas in Obedience the judge tells 

you what to do and—other than giving your 

dog hand/voice cues—you remain silent.  Look 

at the information on our website at https://

actcdc.org.au/activities/rally/ and  

https://actcdc.org.au/activities/obedience-

trialling/ and contact the Club office on 

contact@actcdc.org.au  if you are interested 

in joining the classes. 

 

An Obedience Trial was held at the Club on 5 

June. The entry was larger than anticipated 

and another judge needed to be contracted 

to cater for the numbers. A number of Club 

members gained a qualification towards their 

dog’s title plus there were a couple of very 

happy handlers who gained their dog’s title 

with their coveted last pass (results below). 

Besides our own members and members from 

the other Canberra training clubs we had 

handlers compete from the coast, Wagga 

Wagga and further afield. 

 

My thanks go to the instructors who have taken 

classes this session and the handlers who jump 

in to help put up and take down Rally courses 

and help to keep classes going. Trish Woodman 

and Vikki Evans have continued to take the 

Skills classes on Wednesday mornings. Rally has 

been taken by Geoff Woodman on 

Wednesdays and Sue Howie on Thursday 

nights. Thanks Geoff for continuing to invent 

new courses and sets for the weekly classes. 

Charlie Giles continues to take the Wednesday 

Trialling class and Laraine Frawley has braved 

the cold to take both Skills and Trialling. Thank 

you everyone. 

Above: Screenshot from new website. 

(Photo: Maelyn Draper) 

Results from the CDC Obedience Trial — 5 June 2021 

MORNING TRIAL 

 

Utility Dog Excellent, Judge: Mrs Judy Van Vegt (NSW) 

No qualifiers 

 

Utility Dog, Judge: Ms Sue Howie (ACT) 

1st  184 points Mrs A Walkington’s Labrador Retriever, CH CHERGARI SILENT NIGHT CDX RM “Jinx” 

2nd  172 points K Hobson’s Border Collie, LIFESONG OUT OF THE ABYSS UD TD “Abby” 

https://actcdc.org.au/activities/rally/
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/rally/
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/obedience-trialling/
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/obedience-trialling/
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Obedience trialling and rally … continued

Companion Dog Excellent, Judge: Ms Maryanne Fazekas (NSW) 

1ST  198 points V Grzeszkiewicz’ German Shepherd Dog, ALLINKA VERSACE “Ace” 

 

Novice Dog, Judge: Mrs Judy Van Der Vegt (NSW) 

1ST  191 points Mrs V E Gresser’s Australian Shepherd, ROZATE ARCTIC BLUEGRASS CCD RN “Skye” 

2ND 188 points Kelli Edwards’ Associate, TIGGER RE TK-S CCD, “Tigger” 

3RD  184 points Ms S Matthews & Mr W Kelly, Papillon CH FORSVAR COFFEE KISSES CCD “Kellie” 

4TH  178 points Catherine Perry’s Shetland Sheepdog, BECKVIEW BRAMBLE THE BEAU RA CCD “Bramble” 

 

Community Companion Dog, Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

1ST  95 points Victor Grzeszkiewicz’s GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG, UHLMSDORF RUSSIAN ROULETTE (A1)  

   “Chips” 

2ND  91 points Lisa-Maree Price’s FLAT COATED RETRIEVER, SPRINGHI BLITZEM “Blitz” 

3RD  88 points Miss C Sisnaiske & Mrs K Gordon-Hunt’s WHITE SWISS SHEPHERD DOG, OWECAROSE  

   DYNAMITE N FLAMES RN “Ivar” 

4TH  88 points G & Dr P Woodman’s GOLDEN RETRIEVER, CH. NEUT. CH. CAERHAYS GLEN BRONTE RE GD 

   JD “Bronte” 

5TH  85 points Ms S Matthews & Mr W Kelly’s PAPILLON, DYGAE ROBERE LE BEAU “Robbie” 

 

AFTERNOON TRIAL 

 

Utility Dog Excellent, Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

1ST  186 points Karen Hobson’s BORDER COLLIE, LIFESONG ALL ABOUT JAZZ UDX RE, “Jazz” 

 

Utility Dog, Judge: Ms Maryanne Fazekas (NSW)  

1ST  196 points K Hobson’s BORDER COLLIE, LIFESONG OUT OF THE ABYSS UD TD, “Abby” 

 

Companion Dog Excellent, Judge: Mrs Judy Van Der Vegt (NSW) 

No qualifiers 

 

Novice Dog, Judge: Ms Cheryl Neal (ACT) 

1ST  179 points Tanya Harber’s BELGIAN SHEPHERD DOG (GROENENDAEL), CH WEEDRAM A MYSTICAL  

   WINTER CCD “Shelby” 

 

Community Companion Dog, Judge: Mr Charlie Giles (ACT) 

1ST  95 points John Gryniewicz’ SHETLAND SHEEPDOG, RAYANDA ROCK POOL “Indy” 

2ND 94 points Simone Hey And Anna Quigley’s GOLDEN RETRIEVER, DOMPETAN CASANOVA ROLLOVER  

   RN “Rollo” 

3RD  92 points Victor Grzeszkiewicz’ GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG, UHLMSDORF RUSSIAN ROULETTE (A1)  

   “Chips” 

4TH  92 points Ms S Matthews & Mr W Kelly’s PAPILLON, DYGAE ROBERE LE BEAU “Robbie” 

5TH  88 points Lisa-Maree Price’s FLAT COATED RETRIEVER, SPRINGHI BLITZEM “Blitz” 

WHAT IS OBEDIENCE TRIALLING ? 

 

In Obedience Trialling the handler and dog 

perform a series of formal exercises (including 

heeling at different paces; position changes 

such as sit, drop and stand; recall; group stays 

and – at more advanced levels – retrieving a 

dumbbell, scent discrimination and directed 

jumping). Handlers may only speak to their dog 

to give the cue for each exercise and may only 

praise the dog between exercises. 

 

Exercises progress in duration, distance and 

discrimination as the dog and handler satisfy 

each level of competition and strict criteria are 

applied to the scoring of both the handler and 

dog’s performance to assess their competency to 

progress to the higher level. Obedience Trialling requires a high degree of technical skill and 

teamwork and handlers gain a great sense of satisfaction training their dogs to perform 

consistently under test conditions. 

Above: Working at heel (Photo: Maelyn Draper) 
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     Agility Action 

By Linda Spinaze — Convenor 

The first 6 months of every year is always a busy 

time for the Agility Sub-committee, with two 

two-day trials and one one-day trial to 

organise.  And, of course, there are the nine or 

so classes and appropriate instructors to 

organise every session.  Agility has five two-

month sessions per year in comparison to the 

four terms per year that are run for Behaviour 

Training and the Club’s other dog sports 

activities. This causes a little confusion at times. 

 

We now have seven new Agility instructors who 

have successfully completed our course. We 

welcome to our Instructors Panel the following 

handlers: Hilarie Kemp, Rachel McKeever, 

Vanessa March, Georgia Morris, Leslie Roberts, 

Natasha Sands and Wendy Stewart.  

Congratulations to you all, and we look forward 

to working with you in extending Agility training 

at the Club. 

 

Our Easter trial was, as usual, a great success, 

with over 1,000 runs over the two days, and a 

profit of over $5,000.  The weather was, in fact, 

a bit warmer than usual, which took a bit of a 

toll on those dogs who are affected by the 

heat.  But the atmosphere was very convivial, 

with many handlers in a positive mood due to 

being able to compete after twelve months of 

disruption by COVID-19. 

 

We’ve ordered a new tyre to replace the one 

which was broken at the Easter trial. It will take 

about six months to arrive from the USA.  There 

is some concern regarding the strong magnet 

in the tyre which may affect personal 

defibrillators or pace-makers, so if you have 

one of those devices please do not stand close 

to the new tyre. We’ll be placing a warning sign 

on the tyre to alert handlers. 

 

The tunnel bags have now been filled to the 

required weight, which makes them very 

heavy, especially when there are eight of them 

on a trolley. For health and safety reasons 

please make sure that two people pull/push 

each trolley. 

 

We held successful mock trials for two of our 

local trainee judges in late March.  Those two 

trainees have now passed their exams and are 

fully qualified judges. Congratulations to 

Dorothy Xu  and Fiona Fraser. 

 

Competitors at the Easter Trial plan their handling strategy while ‘walking the course’ 

(Photo: Anne Robertson) 

Light tunnel, heavy bags! 

(Photo: Anne Robertson) 
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Agility action … continued

Results from the CDC Agility, Jumping and Games Trial — 3-4 April 2021 
Results achieved by Club members only 

We’ve had a recent incident where one of our Club members forgot to renew their Dogs ACT 

membership, and was very close to losing all the qualifications they had been awarded during 

the period of non-payment. So, this is a warning – make sure your Dogs ACT membership is up-to-

date before you compete in any Dogs ACT events. And don’t rely on Dogs ACT to send a 

reminder. 

 

During Session 3 we are trialling a handling class during the day rather than at the usual evening 

time-slot. Most weeks this class will be held on Mondays at 1.00pm, but some weeks it will be on a 

Thursday at 1.00pm.  Since this is an authorised class, the Agility ring will be closed to other 

handlers at those times. 

 

I have recently received some Dogs ACT news as follows: 

• Height cards will soon require two judges to sign them, rather than one judge and one 

official. 

• There will be two additional ribbon trials held at Belconnen Dog Obedience Club (BDOC) in 

June and July. 

• BDOC will change their Ribbon Trial evening  to Wednesdays in 2022. 

• There will be no state titles this year. If anyone wishes to have state titles resume in 2022,  you 

will have to offer your organising services. 

 

I think that’s the news for now. Happy training and trialling! 

Wendy and ‘Darcy’ approach the weave poles, Easter 2021 

(Photo: Linda Spinaze) 

03/04/2021: Excellent Agility 500 Judge - Tenielle Thwaites SCT 76.00 

1 Q March, V Pippa 47.67 

2 Q Livermore, M Bean 49.95 

 

03/04/2021: Novice Agility 500 Judge - Tenielle Thwaites SCT 69.00 

2 Q Edwards, K Gadhar Jasmine 31.70  

3 Q Marshall, J Luack Master Spy 32.58  

5 Q Evans, V Lokabe Rhythm II 38.42  

 

03/04/2021: Novice Strategic Pairs Judge - Jenny Marshall SCT 103.00 

5 Q Edwards, K Gadhar Jasmine 59.12 

5 Q Fraser, F Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy 59.12 

6 Q Hodgman, S Effi 62.31 

6 Q March, V Pippa 62.31 

8 Q Stewart, W Uponatime Darcy 78.49 

8 Q Jeffcoat, R Koobalies Ernest 78.49 

9 Q Jeffcoat, R Koobalies Gertie 80.11 

9 Q Pensko, S Albiglen Nicoles Choice 80.11 

 

03/04/2021: Excellent Strategic Pairs Judge - Jenny Marshall SCT 88.00 
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4 Q Livermore, M Melly 84.13 

 

03/04/2021: Masters Strategic Pairs Judge - Jenny 

Marshall SCT 75.00 

2 Q Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 56.22 

2 Q Blight, J Kityees Sonic 56.22 

 

03/04/2021: Novice Jumping 500 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 61.00 

5 Q Evans, V Lokabe Rhythm II 29.52  

8 Q Marshall, J Luack Master Spy 33.35 

 

03/04/2021: Novice Jumping 400 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 63.00 

1 Q Fraser, F Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy 31.09 

2 Q Jeffcoat, R Koobalies Ernest 35.89 

 

03/04/2021: Novice Jumping 300 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 63.00 

2 Q Davies, N Pendlview Adventuring Again 39.31 

 

03/04/2021: Excellent Jumping 500 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 60.00 

1 Q March, V Pippa 36.82 

 

03/04/2021: Masters Jumping 500 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 56.00 

5 Q 515 Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 39.93 

 

03/04/2021: Masters Jumping 600 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 56.00 

1 Q Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 42.31 

 

03/04/2021: Masters Jumping 300 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 63.00 

4 Q Brown, K Alamoana To Sir With Love 57.85 

 

03/04/2021: Masters Jumping 200 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 63.00 

1 Q Heseltine, J Beedashie Bumblebee 52.10 

 

03/04/2021: Elite Jumping 600 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 57.00 

1 Q Spinaze, L Brunig 48.33 

03/04/2021: Masters Agility 500 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 63.00 

3 Q Collins, G Illoura Jet 43.71 

4 Q Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 48.59 

 

03/04/2021: Masters Agility 600 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 63.00 

1 Q Spinaze, L Brunig 50.34 

 

03/04/2021: Excellent Agility 500 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 66.00 

2 Q March, V Pippa 49.83 

 

03/04/2021: Excellent Agility 200 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 69.00 

1 Q Pensko, S Albiglen Nicoles Choice 46.31 

 

03/04/2021: Novice Agility 400 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 73.00 

1 Q Jeffcoat, R Koobalies Ernest 49.21  

 

03/04/2021: Novice Agility 500 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 66.00 

1 Q Roberts, L Rue 34.44  

 

04/04/2021: Masters Snooker Judge - Simone Tolhurst 

SCT 88.00 

4 Q Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 57.49 23  

 

04/04/2021: Excellent Snooker Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 67.00 

4 Q Stirzaker, D Pixie 45.32 24 

7 Q Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 41.23 23  

9 Q Langshaw, L Jagger 48.20 22  

10 Q Pensko, S Albiglen Nicoles Choice 57.58 22 

11 Q Brown, K Alamoana To Sir With Love 47.47 16 

 

04/04/2021: Novice Snooker Judge - Simone Tolhurst 

SCT 72.00 

9 Q Brown, B Oliver Brown 36.51 24  

18 Q Hodgman, S Effi 35.16 21  

19 Q Fraser, F Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy 44.89 21  

20 Q Swan, N Pawsintime My Boy Benson 47.43 21  

22 Q Jeffcoat, R Koobalies Ernest 55.95 21  

Jane and ‘Archie’ negotiate the dog walk, Easter 2021 

(Photo: Linda Spinaze) 



Results from the CDC Jumping Trial — 11 May 2021 
Results achieved by Club members only 
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23 Q Jeffcoat, R Koobalies Gertie 64.16 21  

28 Q Simonsen, D Ch Perfu Starry Knight 44.19 20  

30 Q McKeever, R Dykinta Twist of Light 46.69 20  

35 Q March, V Pippa 35.59 17  

 

04/04/2021: Novice Jumping 400 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 44.00 

1 Q Jeffcoat, R Koobalies Ernest 35.72 

 

04/04/2021: Novice Jumping 500 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 41.00 

4 Q Marshall, J Luack Master Spy 22.42  

7 Q White, K Reedyvale Bailey 25.60 

 

04/04/2021: Novice Jumping 600 Simone Tolhurst SCT 

41.00 

2 Q Price, L Bromhund Centre Stage 26.92 

3 Q Simonsen, D Ch Perfu Starry Knight 29.83 

 

04/04/2021: Excellent Jumping 400 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 51.00 

1 Q Iglesias, D Flatout Sweet Revenge 37.50 

 

04/04/2021: Masters Jumping 300 Judge - Simone 

Tolhurst SCT 50.00 

1 Q Stirzaker, D Pixie 48.13 

 

04/04/2021: Novice Jumping 500 Judge - Tenielle 

Thwaites SCT 46.00 

5 Q White, K Reedyvale Bailey 25.19 

7 Q Hodgman, S Effi 28.57 

8 Q Roberts, L Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean 29.52  

 

04/04/2021: Novice Jumping 400 Judge - Tenielle 

Thwaites SCT 49.00 

1 Q 419 Fraser, F Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy 29.83  

 

04/04/2021: Novice Jumping 300 Judge - Tenielle 

Thwaites SCT 51.00 

3 Q Stewart, W Uponatime Darcy 35.21 

 

04/04/2021: Masters Jumping 300 Judge - Tenielle 

Thwaites SCT 53.00 

1 Q Stirzaker, D Pixie 48.72 

 

04/04/2021: Masters Jumping 500 Judge - Tenielle 

Thwaites SCT 49.00 

4 Q Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 38.38 

 

04/04/2021: Masters Jumping 600 Judge - Tenielle 

Thwaites SCT 50.00 

3 Q Spinaze, L Brunig 43.88 

4 Q Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 45.15 

 

04/04/2021: Masters Agility 500 Judge - Tenielle 

Thwaites SCT 66.00 

3 Q Collins, G Illoura Jet 43.90 

5 Q Brown, B Oliver Brown 46.20 

6 Q Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 47.46 

 

04/04/2021: Masters Agility 600 Judge - Tenielle 

Thwaites SCT 67.00 

1 Q Spinaze, L Brunig 52.26 

Open Jumping - Judge: Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 42.00 

1 Q Judith Barlow Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 29.46   

2 Q Linda Spinaze Brunig 29.98 

3 Q Fiona Fraser Ch Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy 30.57  

4 Q Karen Edwards Gadhar Jasmine 31.41 

5 Q Kylie Brown Alamoana To Sir With Love 36.20 

 

Master Jumping - Judge: Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 300: 47.00 400/600: 46.00 500: 45.00 

1 Q Linda Spinaze Brunig 40.41 (600) 

1 Q Greg Collins Illoura Jet 34.60 (500) 

2 Q Jake Blight Ch Kityees Sonic 37.63 (500) 

3 Q Judith Barlow Ch Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 38.03 (500) 

2 Q Nicole Fallon Neberden Perfectionist 45.96 (300) 

 

Excellent Jumping - Judge: Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 300: 40.00 400: 39.00 500: 38.00 

1 Q Sean Hodgman Effi 37.93 (500) 

1 Q Denise Iglesias Flatout Sweet Revenge 29.54 (400) 

2 Q Fiona Fraser Ch Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy 31.66 (400) 

1 Q Nicola Swan Pawsintime My Boy Benson 37.90 (300) 

 

Novice Jumping - Judge: Barbara Brown (ACT) SCT: 300/500: 41.00 400/600: 40.00 

1 Q Dana Simonsen Ch Perfu Starry Knight 29.26 (600) 

2 Q Leslie Roberts Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean 26.89 (500) 

3 Q Vikki Evans Lokabe Rhythm II 26.91 (500) 

1 Q Wendy Stewart Uponatime Darcy 28.05 (300) 

2 Q Kylie White Luna 31.51 (300) 

1 Q Nicole Fallon Ch Incavale Shes Got The Booty 22.85 (400) 

2 Q Natasha Sands Albionshore Nebula 29.78 (400) 



               Term One (2021) Results 
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FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION 

 

Alan Pond & George 

Alex Rousak & Teddy 

Alex Watson & Jessie 

Alice Sisley & Gerties 

Angelique Gross & Hanna 

Anna Foxcroft & Rupert 

Barbara Gough & Charlie 

Barry Feldtmann & Millie 

Bill Woodruff & Millsy 

Brett Jones & Neddy 

Bronwyn Johnstone & Rebel 

Cara-lee Rake & Henry 

Catherine Rowe & Georgie 

Charlotte McMichael & Eddie 

Chris Bozic & Lewis 

Chris/Corinne Hoorweg & Milo 

Christine Byrne & Molly 

Christopher Pase & Cevapi 

Connie Lou Davies & Brave Dog 

Darrell White & Zed 

David Pennisi & Mishka 

David Robertson & Indy 

David Saunders & Amy 

Diane Osborne & Milly Mae 

Dylan Garcia & Luna 

Elizabeth Fonceca & Molly 

Elizabeth Harding & Gryff 

Emily Defina & Lily 

Emma O'Sullivan & Alfie 

Evelyn Pond & Barney 

Georgia Lyons & Blue 

Graham Dudley & Magpie 

Hannah Stares & Albus 

Imogen Craig & Florence 

Jacqueline Paul & Delphy 

Jean Faber & Harlow 

Jessica Lawson & Maverick 

Jessica Wagg & Levi 

Kat Duffy & Moss 

Katherine Reber & Dakota 

Kathy Le Mesurier & Frankie Jo 

Katie Anderson-Kelly & Jonsi 

Keelin Howe & Otis 

Kelly/Todd Woolerton/Russell & Frankie 

Kirilly Agnew & Frankie 

Laura Fleitas & Kira 

Lyndsay Bassett & Ubi 

Margi Grant & Bella 

Marianne Lovelock & Vito 

Mary Conlan & Dax 

Melanie Metz & Stanley 

Melinda Kingston & Luna 

Michael Swann & Tully 

Mikhala Harkins & Ernie 

Norma Davie & Zane 

Oliver/Madeline Bill/Keane & Archie 

Oscar Magpayo & Lulu 

Pam Lafferty & Matilda 

Penny Travers & Zuma 

Phil Gritti & Kobi 

Rachel Poels & Columbus 

Rachel Roberts & Ned 

Rosalyn Bell & Enzo 

Rosanna Cox & Calypso 

Sarah Cullinan & Jax 

Sarah Da Quinta & Ziggy 

Sarah Galea & Happy 

Sarah Snare & Blue 

Scott Howlett & Strudel 

Sue/Mal Nott/Garner & Tui 

Susan Carder & Jedda 

Tania Ralston & Emmie 

Tig Hall & Rooney 

To Uyen Au & Snowy 

Vivi Salim & Chloe 

Zsuzsoka Symonds & Millie 

 

CONSOLIDATION TO GRADUATION 

 

Alaniz/Alan Garcia/Ley & Luna 

Alice/Michael Knight/Johnson & Ruby 

Alysha Matthews & Isaac 

Barbara Feeken & Ashtok  

Cate/Helen O'Rourke/Watson & Bruno 

Chris De Luis& Lani 

Claire Briant & Arlo 

Danny Suchomel & Lucy 

David/Scarlet Paull & Pepe 

Deb Conroy & Seamus 

Dee-Anne Gunter & Jako 

Elissa Dickson & Reggie 

Ella Muller & Luna 

Helen Furniss & Scout 

Jaclyn/Kevin Fletcher/Keegan & Magnus 

Jaimie MacKenzie& Bonnie 

Jane Lawrence & Molly Rose 

Janet Mathewson & Cooper 

Janine Fabre & Kobe 

Jennifer Bulling & Paddy 

Joanna O'Shea & Poppy 

Kath McQuarrie & Ash 

Kieran May & Ziggy 

Kylie Davies & Bron 

Kylie Davies & Ren 

Lauren King & Pippa 

Lily Straffon & Darby 

Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so 

that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue. 

Results  are based on available documentation. 



Louise/Angus Kilpatrick & MJ  

Marcus Giffin & Kimchi 

Marian Wolski & Bingo 

Mary Kenehan & Wookie 

Peter May & Kodi 

Peter Wright & Nala 

Phillip Jones & Cosmo 

Rachel Slayter & Taku 

Rebecca Nadenbousch & Freddie 

Sara Johnson & Ollie 

Sharon Haines& Venice 

Shaun Anthony & Merry 

Steve Cavanagh & Phoebe 

Steve O'Kelly & Billie 

Susan Akhurst & Peggy 

Suzanne Gatti & Ukko 

Tara McLaughlin & Missy Blue 

Tracey Elliot & Archie 

Victoria Dortkamp & Conrad 

Zoe Christis & Marnie 

 

GRADUATION TO COMPANION 

 

Amy Yates/Michael Back & Pepper 

Christina Erwin & Hilda 

Christine Fulford & Bosley 

Christine Joannides & Stuart 

Claire Trenham & Nike 

Claire/James Williams/Daly & Marlow 

Clinton Walters & Rocky 

Divya Cristaudo & Bodhi 

Emmy Yager & Clancy 

Ian Barnard & Fergus 

Jasmin Douglas & Cassie 

Jill Howlett & Archie  

Kalpana De Luis & Louis 

Kate Millhouse & Scout 

Korske Ara & Lilli 

Kristen Barratt / Michael Halpin & Tully 

Natalie Fraser & Archie 

Rebecca Whalan & Bessel 

Rikke Andersen/James Moorhouse & Finn 

Rose Buckle & Matilda 

Stella Gietzel & Bella 

Toni Greaves & Harry 

Tristyn Lowe & Toby 

Victoria/Lachlan Clare/Kennedy & Scramble 

 

COMPANION I TO COMPANION II 

 

Hannah/David Crawford & D'Arcy 

Jennifer Marshall & Misty 

Jenny/Brett Scott & Ribbon 

Kim Heaney & Frankie 

Melissa Miners & Heidi 

Nicole Havranek & Lux 

Sally Troy & Rousseau 
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Term 1 results  … continued



30 March 2021 

• We noted out-of-session approval for 

Emma Easton to join the Agility Sub-

Committee 

• We celebrated the successful launch of 

the Club’s new website and online 

booking and class management system 

on 17 March 

• We noted that the ACT Government has 

formally recognised the ‘Yellow Dog/

Give Me Space’ initiative as part of its 

responsible dog ownership campaign 

(see page 14) 

• We noted a 13% increase in income and 

an 11% increase in expenditure 

compared to the same time last year. 

The Club recorded a profit before 

depreciation of 

$14,314 compared 

with a profit of $10,391 

last year. The reason 

for the increase in 

income was due to 

the opening of Term 1 

Behaviour Training 

bookings in early 

January resulting in a 

temporary spike in 

income. Membership 

revenue was down 

compared to last year (by $13,311) as 

there was no Term 3 income last year 

due to the roll-over of Term 2 Behaviour 

Training bookings due to COVID-19. 

• We agreed to participate in the 2021 A 

Pooch Affair to be held at EPIC on 19 

June including a Club stall and 

demonstrations by the Club’s Drill team 

and DWD/Trick Dog members (see page 

2). 

• We celebrated the installation of the 

new shipping container to provide 

additional storage space for training 

equipment and thanked Rhonda and 

Wendy for their contribution to this 

outcome. The container was purchased 

with an ACT Government grant. 

• We agreed to submit an expression of 

interest to the Commonwealth 

Government’s 2021 Volunteer Grants 

program to purchase portable voice 

amplifying equipment for instructors and 

access to online webinars, online 

workshops and video on demand for 

instructor development. 

• We acknowledged the contribution of 

Behaviour Training instructors Izabela 

Lisiecka and Lizzie Waddell who are 

stepping down from active Club roles for 

the time being. 

• We noted with gratitude that Life 

Member Dr Sandra Hassett has updated 

her advice on ‘Exercise and the young 

dog’ for the Club (see https://

actcdc.org.au/exercise-and-the-young-

dog/) 

• We noted that the Behaviour Training 

Sub-Committee is investigating suitable 

non-restrictive harnesses to sell in the 

Club shop. 

• We noted the 

successful conduct of a 

double Rally Trial and 

Obedience Trial at the Club 

in March. 

• We endorsed the 

following new Agility 

instructors who had 

successfully fulfilled the 

Club’s development 

requirements: Vanessa 

March, Georgia Morris, 

Rachel McKeever, Natasha Sands, Hilarie 

Kemp, Leslie Roberts and Wendy 

Stewart. 

• We noted the Dogs-As-Therapy team’s 

current schedule of visits to five aged 

care residences in Canberra. 

• We noted that the Club will host its 

inaugural Scent Work trial on Saturday 7 

August. 

 

27 April 2021 

• We accepted with regret the resignation 

of Rhonda Cameron from the 

Committee due to her relocation 

interstate. We acknowledged the 

enthusiasm and energy Rhonda had 

brought to her various roles on the 

Committee and her engagement with 

the Club more broadly. She and partner 

Jerry will be greatly missed. 

• We noted steps to update the Stage 4 

COVID-19 Safety Plan to include tracking 
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 Committee Notes  

The Club’s Main Committee meets on the last Tuesday of every month (except December). 

Copies of committee minutes are available on request from the club’s Secretary.  

Some of the matters discussed at recent meetings are noted below. © 

https://actcdc.org.au/exercise-and-the-young-dog/
https://actcdc.org.au/exercise-and-the-young-dog/
https://actcdc.org.au/exercise-and-the-young-dog/
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Committee Notes … continued

activities before the tracking season 

starts. 

• We noted out-of-session approval for (i) 

works to remove dead trees from the 

grounds that pose a work health and 

safety risk and (ii) hire of the grounds by 

the ACT Hound on 31 May (see page 19-

20). 

• We noted a 31% increase in income and 

an 7% increase in expenditure compared 

to the same time last year. The Club 

recorded a profit before depreciation of 

$40,815 compared with a profit of $7,963 

last year. The reason for the increase in 

income was due to the opening of Term 

2 bookings in mid-March. This will be the 

last major income received by the Club 

before the end of this financial year. 

Several major expenses including the 

security system upgrade, irrigation 

maintenance and floodlight upgrade will 

be incurred before the end of the 

financial year. 

• We endorsed the Club’s refund policy 

and agreed for it to be included in the 

Club’s Financial policy and referenced in 

the Club’s new online booking system 

Dog Biz Pro. 

• We noted the commencement of Term 2 

Behaviour Training classes following the 

successful roll-out of Dog Biz Pro to 

manage new member bookings. 

• We noted that most participants in the 

Behaviour Training instructors course 

would commence their class assists in 

Term 2. 

• We noted the success of the Easter Agility 

trial and agreed to trial dates for 2022. 

• We noted that some Club Flyball 

members would compete in an Open 

team at the Southerly Stampede race 

meet at Sutherland on 1 May. 

• We noted the success of Peta Clarke’s 

workshop on 20 April in preparation for 

the ACT’s inaugural Scent Work trial in 

May. 

 

25 May 2021  

• Unable to source external funding, we 

agreed to fund the replacement of five 

wooden floodlight poles with metal poles 

(primarily in the Agility rings) due to their 

age and to fund the addition of one new 

metal pole in the Flyball Paddock to 

improve lighting in the south-east corner 

of that space. Metal halide floodlights on 

the affected poles will be upgraded to 

LED floodlights. The cost of this work will 

significantly diminish the Club’s cash 

reserves. It must be undertaken for work 

health and safety reasons. 

• The Tracking Sub-Committee hosted an 

introduction to tracking (theory) 

presentation at the Clubhouse and via 

Zoom on 17 May, kicking off the 2021 

Tracking season. This was followed by a 

successful practical training day at a 

property near Braidwood on 23 May (see 

page 11-13). 

• We noted out-of-session approval for (i) 

selection of a service provider to update 

the valuation of the Club’s assets for 

insurance and financial reporting 

purposes, (ii) insurance policy renewals 

and (iii) approval of Stage 4a of the 

Club’s COVID-19 Safety Plan (see https://

actcdc.org.au/wp-content/

uploads/2021/05/Safety-Plan-COVID-19-

Return-to-Training-Stage-4a.pdf). 

• We endorsed an updated Social Media 

Policy and Guidelines for the Club (see 

page 15-18). 

• We embarked on a process to review the 

Club’s existing Strategic  Management 

Plan in consultation with the various Sub-

Committees in order for it to provide 

guidance to our operations between 

now and 2024. 

• We noted that the ACT Government has 

passed legislation that requires all dog 

owners to update their dog registration 

details annually (at no additional cost). 

This new requirement comes into effect 

on 1 July 2021 (see page 10). 

• We noted that the approved exterior 

painting of the Workshop and Gazebo 

would now not occur until the warmer 

weather in Spring. 

• We noted a 27% increase in income and 

an 15% increase in expenditure 

compared to the same time last year. 

The Club recorded a profit before 

depreciation of $23,979 compared with a 

profit of $5,818 last year. 

• We are still awaiting advice from the 

Club’s irrigation service provider about 

reinforcing the base of the concrete 

water tank to prevent subsidence. 

• We noted forthcoming discussions with 

Pets and Positive Ageing and ACT Pet 

Crisis Support to revive planning for the 

Dogs’ Day Out community event on 12 

September 2021 (the 2020 event was 

cancelled due to COVID). 

• We noted progress to update the range 

of summer and winter clothing available 

to Club instructors and Dogs-As-Therapy 

team members. 

https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Safety-Plan-COVID-19-Return-to-Training-Stage-4a.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Safety-Plan-COVID-19-Return-to-Training-Stage-4a.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Safety-Plan-COVID-19-Return-to-Training-Stage-4a.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Safety-Plan-COVID-19-Return-to-Training-Stage-4a.pdf


Committee Notes … continued
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• We noted the ACT Government’s prohibition on single use plastic cutlery and stirrers and 

polystyrene takeaway food and beverage containers from 1 July 2021. The Club shop will be 

checked for compliance. 

• We agreed to Obedience and Rally trial dates for 2022. 

• We endorsed Vanessa March as a Flyball instructor. 

• We celebrated the Flyball Sub-Committee’s successful hosting of its home MAYhem race 

meet on 22 May with 15 teams from ACT, NSW and Victoria participating. The Club’s X-

Factor team placed second in Division 1, a great result for a young team (see page 27-28). 

• We noted the addition of two new handler/dog teams to the Club’s Dogs-As-Therapy 

activities – both graduates of the Club’s Behaviour Training program. 

• We noted that several Club DWD/Trick Dog members had provided a demonstration for 

residents at Warrigal Nursing Home in Queanbeyan (following up on an earlier visit in April).  



Is Your Membership Due ? 

Contact Us 

Phone 02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604 

Web www.actcdc.org.au 

Office 240 Narrabundah Lane, 

Symonston  ACT 2609 

 

• Tuesday-Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 

• Thursday    6:00pm-9:15pm 

• Sunday              9:00am-12:15pm 
 

Office Manager: Marika Mueller  

          CLOSED MONDAY 

 

Compliments, suggestions or ideas?  

Contact the Club: 

Email     contact@actcdc.org.au 
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Did you join in Term 2 last year?  

If so, your membership is due for renewal * 

You can renew online – how easy is that ! 
 

Go to the Club’s website at http://www.actcdc.org.au 

1. Download the Membership Renewal form at 

 https://actcdc.org.au/resources/     

2. Complete the form and send it back to the Club via e-mail 

3. Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities 

 Bank BSB: 032 729 

 Account: 235628 

 Reference: Use your surname and phone number. Make sure  

 your reference will easily identify your payment and don’t forget  

 to keep your receipt. 

Of course, you can also renew in person at the Club office during  

office hours (see below) 

 

* NOTE:  Members whose training was affected by the suspension of classes in Term 2 

(2020) due to COVID-19 will be offered a two month extension to their memberships. In 

order to renew members are expected to participate regularly in the Club’s training 

classes as the Club does not offer ‘grounds use only’ memberships. We do offer a wide 

variety of training activities that will enrich your relationship with your dog , provide it with 

mental and physical stimulation and enable it to become the best companion it can be. 

And there is something for every dog and handler—young and old (see page 44). 

Fees (from 1 October 2020) 

Joining Fee (household) $ 90.00 

Annual Subscription  (household) $135.00 

Training Fees (per Dog/per Year) 
• Behaviour Training 

• Obedience Trialling & Rally 

• Agility 

• Flyball 

• Dances with Dogs & Trick Dog 

• Tracking (terms apply) 

 

$ 90.00 

$ 90.00 

$ 90.00 

$ 90.00 

$ 90.00 

$ 90.00 

Additional Dog Fee $ 67.50 

Instructors’ Fee $ 30.00 

Grounds use only membership is NOT offered  

  $5.00 – $52.00 

Casual Visitors Fee 

• Conditions apply 

• Contact the Club Office 

http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au
https://actcdc.org.au/resources/
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Why “sit” happens … continued

The Club is accredited under the ACT 

Government’s ActSmart business recycling 

program in recognition of its waste 

management initiatives.  

 

Please ‘do the right thing’ and always use the 

most appropriate bin to dispose of rubbish on 

the Club grounds. Unsure? Read the posters on 

the bins and around the grounds to make the 

right choice. 

 

Did you know that most drink bottles and cans 

now attract a 10 cent refund under the ACT 

Government’s Container Deposit Scheme? The 

Club is collecting refundable containers as a  

fund-raising initiative so please put any 

refundable containers you use on the grounds 

in the designated bin (that’s the one with the 

round hole in the top) located by the Workshop 

and inside the Clubhouse. 

 

You can also drop your refundable containers 

at any of the ACT Government’s Return-It 

locations (see https://www.returnit.com.au/

locations/) and donate your refund to the Club 

so that we can use the donated funds for 

special fundraising projects (we need LOTS of 

containers to meet our goals!). 

 

Our Return-It account number is 0262957764 

 

Keep the number in your wallet at all times! 

 

And remember, in the ACT disposable coffee 

cups can be placed in the mixed recycling  

bin — at the Club and at home. 

 

We also recycle all the batteries used for timing 

equipment at the Club’s Agility trials and Flyball 

race meets. After they are exhausted we send 

them to Battery World in Phillip. 

 

And we collect and recycle all the used 

aluminium coffee pods used in the Club shop 

and kitchen. 

 

Did you know we use compostable poo bags 

at the Club, too?  

 

Do you take 

extra poo bags 

from the 

dispensers 

around the Club 

grounds so that 

you have a 

ready supply at 

home? 

 

If you like the 

bags and want 

to use them 

elsewhere 

please purchase 

bulk suppliers 

from the PAWS 

Shop.  

 

Packs of 50 cost $6.00. This helps the Club 

cover its costs. 

By Heather McPherson 

       ActSmart Recycling 

Above: Place refundable drink containers in the bin 

on the left and other ‘mixed recyclables’ in the bin 

on the right (ie used coffee cups, rigid plastics,  

paper, cardboard and glass) 

https://www.returnit.com.au/locations/
https://www.returnit.com.au/locations/


    Club Activities 

 

BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING 

 
The Club offers four levels of Behaviour Training 

classes for all breeds and ages of dogs to learn 

how to behave appropriately at home and in 

the community. These classes will help you 

understand how your dog learns and will teach 

you how to train your dog to be a good 

companion. The focus is on teaching practical 

life skills such as learning to relax, walking on 

lead without pulling; to come when called; to 

sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at 

doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and 

to socialize appropriately with dogs and 

people. Classes are aligned with school terms 

and bookings open about five weeks before 

the start of each term. Dates for the next 

course can be found in the Calendar on the 

website. 

 

DOGS-AS-THERAPY 

 
Members and their dogs visit nursing homes 

and schools to provide pet therapy for residents 

and students. If you have a dog that is people 

and dog friendly and isn’t fazed by noise and 

movement this activity might be for you (see 

page 21 for further eligibility) 

 

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB 

 

Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials 

(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high 

degree of handler-dog team work and 

precision over a range of exercises at different 

levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork, 

retrieving, scent work, taking directions a 

distance and stays. In most cases, dogs must 

have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to be admitted to 

the entry-level Skills class. 

 

Rally – Rally is an obedience competition that 

requires the handler and dog team to 

negotiate a course in the heel position and to 

perform various manoeuvres such as sits, 

downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers 

are able to praise their dog while it is working. In 

most cases, dogs must have completed the  

Skills class (above) to participate in Rally 

classes. 

 

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach 

your dog to negotiate different obstacles such 

as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog 

walks and weave poles.  Once you have 

gained some basic skills, the challenge is to 

learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one 

obstacle to another on a course, and the 

courses change each time so that you and 

your dog are constantly being challenged to 

improve your skills. To start training dogs must 

be at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; physically sound and not overweight; 

and under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities. Dogs are subject to an intake 

test to assess their suitability to start training. 

 

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles, 

release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their 

handler over the hurdles.  It is a fast and furious 

team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy. 

Dogs must be at least 12 months old to ensure 

the dog’s skeletal and musculature system is 

strong enough; physically sound and not 

overweight; and under control off-lead around 

other dogs and activities. In most cases, dogs 

must have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Flyball.  

 

Dances with Dogs (DWD) – In this sport 

handlers take obedience skills to a new level by 

performing routines to music with their dogs. All 

you need to get involved is a love of music, the 

desire to have a great time with your dog and 

a commitment to rewards-based training. DWD 

is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of 

all breeds, sizes and ages.  In 2021 a new 

sport—Trick Dog—is offered as the entry level 

for the DWD program. In most cases, dogs must 

have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Trick classes.   

 

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports 

involves the dog following a scent trail left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted 

during the cooler months due to the risk of 

snakes. The Club provides an information 

session in autumn and encourages ‘peer-

support’ training to help members get started. 

Please note: Conditions apply to joining the 

Club for this sport due to its seasonal nature. 

 

Class times for all activities are available on the 

website. 

 

For more information about the Club’s activities 

refer to the relevant contacts or leave your 

name at the Club Office (pages 4 and 42) 
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News from the Paws Shop 

By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager 

OPENING TIMES 

Wednesday   9.45am - 12.15pm 

Thursday         6.15- 9.15pm 

Sunday            9:15am - 12.15pm 
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Food Puzzles For Enrichment 

The Bob-a-lot has arrived!

$30.00 

Handmade Tug Toys 

A great training aid for dynamic  

behaviours (think recalls, Agility and 

Flyball) as well as providing a great 

bonding game with your dog 

S, M, L & XL from $10.50 

Liki Mat Splash Bowl with suction cup 

Help your dog enjoy bath time and 

grooming … just like Labrador  

Retriever ‘Venice’ above 

$20.00 

Puppington Pods 

A great training aid to build motivation 

and drive for dog sports. 

Food-stuffed Puppington Pods are  

designed to be chased and opened 

by your dog under supervision. See the 

video https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=0L2tDukElEg 

Small $14.00 Large $16.00 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0L2tDukElEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0L2tDukElEg
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News from the Paws shop … continued
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    The Trainer’s Pouch ($30.00-$35.00) 

Australian-made, easy to clean silicone 

Available in two sizes 

Lambs Ears  

Crunchy, chewy treats 

$1.20 each or 10 for $10.00 

Food Puzzles For Enrichment 

Kong Gyro from $18.50 

Kong Wobbler from $30.00 

Kong Quest Bone from $15.00 

Classic Kongs from $10.00 

and more! 

See the full list of  

shop stock on page 46 

NEW 

NEW 

Slow Feeder Plates & Licki Mats 

($15.00-$19.00) 

Dishwasher and freezer safe 

Spread soft foods (cooked vegetables, 

tinned sardines, cottage cheese, mince) 

and let your dog forage.  

   Snuffle/Forage Mats ($35.00) 

Handmade  

Sprinkle small kibble among the fleecy tufts. 

Great for supervised foraging by puppies 
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      Class Times   

 BEHAVIOUR TRAINING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Level 1 -  Foundation (Puppy) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 1 - Foundation (Adult) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 2 - Consolidation 10:00 - 11.00am 7.45 - 8.45pm 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Level 3 - Graduation 11.30am - 12.30pm 7.45 - 8.45pm 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Level 4 - Companion 11.30am - 12.30pm 7.30 - 8.30pm 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Companion Plus 10:00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Drill /Demonstration Team - - 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Companion (Level 4) and Companion Plus class times may vary from term to term 

OBEDIENCE TRIALLING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Skills Class (entry level) 10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - Assessed in class 

Obedience Trialling  11:15am -12.15pm 8.00 - 9.00pm - N/A 

RALLY  Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

All levels (except entry level – 

see Skills Class above) 
10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - N/A 

AGILITY Monday Tuesday Wednesday Assessment 

Level Two  6.00 - 7.15pm -  Assessed in class 

Level Three - - 6.15 - 7.45pm Assessed in class 

Level Four  - - 

6.45 - 8.15pm 

(and Sunday 

2.45 - 4.15pm) 

Assessed in class 

Skills/Handling  

(June/July only) 

1.00 - 2.30pm (and 

Thurs 1 and 15/7)  
  Assessed in class 

Novice 

6.45 - 8.15pm 

(and 1.00 - 2.30pm 

Sunday) 

- - Trial performance 

Excellent/Masters - 6.45 - 8.15pm  - Trial performance 

Agility classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5). Class times/days for Levels 1-4 may vary from term to term 

FLYBALL Wednesday Sunday   

Beginners - 12.30 - 1.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Intermediate - 1.30 - 2.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Advanced - 2.30 - 3.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Squad training (on demand) 6.45 - 7.45pm -  N/A 

Flyball classes are usually held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks 

DANCES WITH DOGS & TRICK DOG Tuesday    

Tricks 
7.00 - 7.45pm 

Starters 

8.00 - 8.45pm 

Novice 
Assessed in class 

DWD 7.00 - 7.45pm  Assessed in class 

DWD/Trick Dog classes are held at the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground. 

(subject to Covid-19 arrangements) 
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ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO COVID-19 MEASURES IN PLACE AT THE TIME 

CHECK THE CLUB’S WEBSITE FOR LATEST DETAILS  

JUNE 

 

Wed 16  CDC Term 2 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling and Rally classes end 

Thurs 17  CDC Term 2 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling and Rally classes end  

Sat 19  CDC Double Rally Trial / A Pooch Affair EPIC* 

Sun 20 Term 2 Behaviour Training and Flyball classes end (week 7) / Tracking Training Day*  

Tues 29  Main Committee Meeting 

 

JULY 

 

Tues 13  Term 3 DWD and Trick Dog classes start (Queanbeyan) 

Wed 14  Term 3 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling and Rally classes start 

Thurs 15  Term 3 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling and Rally classes start / Dogs ACT  

  Scent Work Element Trial* 

Sun 18  Term 3 Behaviour Training and Flyball classes start 

Wed 21  Agility Session 3 ends 

Sat 24 BDOC Trick Dog Test* 

Sun 25  Tracking Training Day* / BDOC Dances With Dogs Competition* 

Tues 27  Main Committee Meeting 

Wed 28  Agility intake 

Sat 31  TDTC Agility Trial* 

 

AUGUST 

 

Sun 1   Flyball Race Meet* 

Mon 2  Agility Session 4 commences 

Sat 7   CDC Scent Work Element Trial 

Sun 15  CDC Tracking Trial* 

Mon 23  CDC Annual General Meeting 7.30pm* 

Tues 24 Dogs ACT Annual General Meeting* 

Sat 28  BDOC Double Obedience Trial* 

Mon 30  BDOC Agility Ribbon Jumping Trial* 

Tues 31  Main Committee Meeting 

 

SEPTEMBER  

 

Sat 4   CDC Double Obedience Trial 

Sun 5   CDC Tracking Trial* 

Tues 7  Term 3 DWD and Trick Dog classes end 

Wed 8  Term 3 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling and Rally classes end (week 9) 

Thurs 9  Term 3 Behaviour Training, Obedience Trialling and Rally classes end (week 9) 

Sat 11  BDOC Agility Jumping and Games Trial* 

Sun 12  Term 3 Behaviour Training and Flyball classes end (week 9) / Dog’s Day Afternoon at  

  CDC (with Pets & Positive Ageing) from 1.00pm 

Tues 14  CDC Agility Ribbon Trial (evening 

Sun 19  CDC Trick Dog Test / Flyball Race Meet* 

Wed 22  Agility Session 4 ends 

Tues 28  Main Committee Meeting 

Wed 29  Agility intake 

 

See the Calendar on the website for more details (https://actcdc.org.au/calendar/) 

 

             * not on Club grounds 

https://actcdc.org.au/calendar/
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 Do the right thing: 

 Read the ‘Using the club 

grounds’ brochure on the 

website as well as the 

gate signs. 

 Play safe - use common 

sense in the off-lead 

areas. 

 Keep your dog away from 

gates when other dogs 

are entering and leaving. 

Always ask and gain 

permission from 

everyone before going 

into an area that is 

already occupied. 

  Enter on lead and remove 

the lead while your dog is 

sitting. 

  Keep moving to minimise 

tension and scuffles 

between dogs. 

  Stay alert and keep an 

eye on your dog. 

 Do not allow your dog to 

fence-run. It is not 

appropriate behaviour. 

  Always reward your dog 

for coming to you. 

  Avoid using balls and 

other toys if you are 

sharing the area with 

other dogs. 

  Leave immediately if your 

dog becomes anxious, or 

is annoying or aggressive 

towards other dogs. 

  Limit your time to 15 

minutes if other members 

are waiting to use the 

same area. 

  Always clean up after 

your dog. 

Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas. 

Read the gate signs and the poster on the Club’s outside noticeboards. 

You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked. 

NOTE:  

Due to COVID-19 

measures there is 

NO use of any  

off-lead areas  

30 minutes before, 

during or after  

Behaviour Training 

classes (except 

instructors) 


