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Cover picture 

The X-Factor’s exceptional Border Collies ‘Austin’, ‘Pippa’ and ‘Erin’ enjoying their weekend 

 at Huskisson, NSW. See pages 19-20 for the latest Flyball news. 

(Photo supplied by Vanessa March) 
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About Our Club 

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), 

established in 1958 as the first dog training 

Club in the ACT, has an average household 

membership of around 800 each year. It is a 

non-profit organisation relying mostly on 

volunteers to run activities with some 

occasional grant assistance. About 70 

instructors volunteer their time to conduct 

Behaviour Training and dog sport classes in 

Agility, Dances With Dogs, Flyball, Obedience 

Trialling, Rally, Tracking and Tricks from 

February to November each year. The Club also 

has a Dogs-As-Therapy group that visits 

nursing homes and schools with their dogs  for 

the enjoyment of the residents and support for 

students (currently suspended due to COVID). 

While much of the work in maintaining and 

running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer 

basis we do have some paid help. We have a 

paid office manager and junior shop assistant 

and the mowing of the grounds is undertaken 

by a contractor. The Club caters for disabled 

access with paved paths, designated parking 

spaces and toilet facilities. 

The aims and objectives of the Club are to: 

 

• promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs; 

• teach members to train their dogs, of 

whatever breed, in dog obedience and other 

related canine skills, using motivational 

training methods; 

• promote participation and training in a range 

of dog sports; 

• promote and participate in dog training and 

other activities associated with dog training; 

• support the rights of dog owners, provided 

that such ownership is conducted in a 

responsible manner; 

• actively promote community interaction with 

dogs; 

• provide facilities necessary or convenient for 

its activities; 

• promote positive relationships between 

owners and dogs; and 

• enhance the development of social skills of 

dogs. 

Have a comment or idea 

you’d like to share? 

Email  

contact@actcdc.org.au  

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au


 From the Dog Kennel  

Editor and Acting President — Anne Robertson  

Welcome to the spring issue of The Good 

Companion for 2020. We are thrilled that most 

of the Club’s training activities have now 

resumed, guided by our COVID-19 Safety Plan. 

The Plan will be further updated at the end of 

September to enable trialling, competitions 

and some social activities to resume. However 

we must all remain vigilant of the public health 

measures that remain in place—please keep 

an eye on our website (specifically 

www.actcdc.org.au/covid-19actcdc.html) 

and Facebook page to ensure that you are 

aware of your COVID-19 obligations when in 

class and on the Club grounds.  

 

Due to the impact of COVID-19 our Annual 

General Meeting has been postponed and will 

now be held on Tuesday 20 October. Details 

appear elsewhere in the magazine. The Club’s 

Committee and Sub-committees have worked 

hard since last year’s AGM to improve 

communication and consultation measures to 

keep everyone informed and involved in the 

Club’s operations and we are committed to 

maintaining these measures. One of these 

measures is the ‘Committee Notes’ that feature 

on pages 29-32 of this issue. Please take time to 

read the notes and contact the Club Office if 

you have any queries. The Office will direct 

your query to the relevant Committee or Sub-

committee. Over the past twelve months all of 

the sports Sub-committees—Agility, Dances 

With Dogs & Tricks, Flyball, Obedience Trialling 

& Rally and Tracking—have also clarified the 

relationship between their sports and the 

Behaviour Training program 

including the entry level 

requirements for their  

activities. The dog sports are 

a great way for you to 

deepen your relationship with 

your dog, hone your training 

skills and remain involved with 

the Club. See page 39 for further information 

about these activities. There is something to suit 

all ages (two and four-footed) and breeds. 

 

My thanks to all the sports Sub-committees for 

providing updates for this issue of the magazine 

and to all other contributors. It’s been a tough 

year but the Club is bouncing back through 

the collective efforts of our volunteer 

instructors, Sub-committee and Committee 

members (helped out by Marika in the office 

and Jess in the shop). We have also been 

rewarded in the past month with some windfall 

donations (thank you Beyond Bank and 

Bunnings) as well as a very welcome ACT 

Government grant to improve our storage 

facilities.  

 

If you are reading this issue in print, you can 

also download it in glorious colour at https://

www.actcdc.org.au/the-good-

companion.html .  Use Adobe Acrobat PDF 

viewer for best results.  

 

See you back in classes after the school 

holiday break—dates are on pages 8 and 43.  
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 What’s Coming Up At Our Club ? 

When is the Club’s Annual General Meeting ? 

 

The Club’s Annual 

General Meeting will be 

held at 7.30pm on 

Tuesday 20th October 

(venue to be advised). 

See pages 8-9 for 

further information. 

 

The Club is managed by a Committee of 

thirteen members, with a number of supporting 

Sub-committees (with more than 30 additional 

members). If you would like to know more 

about Committee or Sub-committee roles and 

responsibilities please email the office on 

contact@actcdc.org.au to be put in touch 

with a current member of the Club’s 

management group. Details of members are 

also available on page 4 and the breadth of 

the issues dealt with by the management 

group are reflected in the Committee Notes on 

pages 29-32.  

 

How should I prepare for classes in summer ? 

 

Your instructor will try to find some shade or 

cover to hold your class, and may cut the class 

short if the weather is very hot.  

 

Please ensure you and your dog remain 

hydrated in the warmer weather (bring a water 

bowl for your dog and a bottle of water for 

yourself).  

 

Bring a hat and sunscreen to protect yourself 

from the sun, and insect repellent if you train in 

the evenings. We may cancel classes if the 

weather is extreme – please check the Club’s 

public Facebook page for the latest advice. 

 

For safety reasons, thongs, scuffs or other 

unsecured footwear are not allowed in any 

training classes. Please wear enclosed shoes or 

sandals that can be securely fastened.  

 

For further information see pages 15-16 and our 

weather policy on  the website at 

www.actcdc.org.au/files-and-forms.html. 

 

The Club’s dog sports have their own policies 

on class cancellations so please check with 

your sports instructor about your sport’s class 

arrangements due to weather and other 

conditions.  

 

What dog sports events are coming up at the 

Club? 

 

The Club has several dog sports trials 

scheduled between now and the end of the 

year. These include:  

• Saturday 10 October—Rally (afternoon) 

• Saturday 31 October—Agility (afternoon) 

• Saturday 7 November—Obedience 

(evening) 

 

Please note: Under the Club’s COVID-19 Safety 

Plan only participants involved in these events 

may be on the grounds at the time. Spectators 

may not attend and the grounds will be closed 

to other members. This is to ensure that we 

abide by social distancing and social 

gathering restrictions. 

 

Want to keep in touch with the latest activities 

at the Club ? 

  

Information is available from: 

• Our website - www.actcdc.org.au 

• Notice boards (inside and outside the 

Clubhouse) 

• Your Instructors 

• The Session Manager on the grounds on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays 

during  Behaviour Training classes 

• The Calendar on page 43 

• Our public Facebook page. You can see 

it without being a registered FB user -

www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogClub 

 

 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/files-and-forms.html
http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
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Great news! 

We’ve been granted $9,000 under the 

ACT Government’s Capital Assistance 

Program (2021) to purchase and 

install another shipping container to 

improve the storage of the Club’s 

training equipment. 
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We nominate the following member as a candidate for election to the position of …………………………………………. 
 
Full name of candidate: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Proposed by:……………………………………………………………….   Signature:…………………………………………. 
 
Seconded by: ………………………………………………………………  Signature: ………………………………………... 
 
Agreement of candidate: 
 
I agree to be nominated as a candidate and if elected will undertake the duties of the position. 
 
Signature of candidate: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Candidate’s statement in support of nomination attached (Please tick):        □  Yes        □  No 

 
This form (and statement, if provided) must be received by the Secretary via electronic mail to contact@actcdc.org.au 
or at the Club’s postal address (PO Box 4048, Kingston, ACT 2604) by 5.00pm on Tuesday 13 October 2020. 
 

See website for Rules for the Conduct of Elections for Committee (2020).  
 
 
OFFICE USE ONLY:  
 
Received (date) …... /……. /…….            Financial status of all parties confirmed: 
 

Candidate: □  Yes    □  No            Proposer: □  Yes    □  No            Seconder: □  Yes    □  No             

 

ACT Companion Dog Club Inc 

Nomination for the 2020-21 Committee 

 

 

 

TERM BREAK 
 

Term 3 classes end on 
Sunday 20 September  

 
Term 4 classes start 

after the school holidays on  
Wednesday 14th October 
Thursday 15th October 
Sunday 18th October 

Set yourself a reminder— 
your dog is relying on you! 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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VENUE: To be advised 
 

In accordance with the Club’s Constitution, the purpose of the meeting is to: 
• confirm the minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting; 
• report to members on the Club’s activities during 2019-20;  
• present the audited balance sheet and statement of receipts and payments for 2019-20; 
• elect the incoming Committee for 2020-21 (nominations close on 13 October) 
• appoint an honorary auditor for 2020-21; 
• decide on any resolutions submitted to the meeting (written notices of motion must be 

submitted to the Secretary by 29 September); 
• determine fees and charges for 2020-21 (as required); and 
• consider any duly made recommendations for Honorary Life Membership (written 

nominations must be submitted to the Committee by 22 September and supported by at 
least five financial members). 

 
A copy of the Club’s Constitution and Rules for the Conduct of the Elections for Committee (2020) are available 
on the website, see www.actcdc.org.au/files-and-forms.html. 
 
Extracts from the Rules are provided below: 
• Any candidate wishing to provide a written statement for the information of members may submit a 

maximum of 500 words to the Secretary in conjunction with the completed nomination form (see page 8). 
This statement should include the candidate’s brief personal history with the Club and any other 
information the candidate considers relevant to the position(s) for which they are nominating. 

• A member may nominate for more than one position. The nomination for each position shall be on a 
separate prescribed form (see page 8), duly signed by the proposer, seconder and candidate and include 
a separate accompanying statement relevant to each position (if the candidate wishes to submit a 
statement). 

• As soon as possible after the close of nominations the Secretary will prepare a list of eligible candidates 
for each position (noting their proposer and seconder and the availability of any accompanying statement) 
and this list shall be prominently displayed in the Clubhouse. Other communication channels may also be 
used by the Secretary to circulate this information to members. 

• Members may contact the office during the Club’s normal business hours, after the closing date for 
nominations, to have the list of candidates provided to them. 

• [At the Annual General Meeting] the Returning Officer will: 
 Introduce each candidate to the meeting in the order in which their names appear on the ballot 

paper or papers (or if no ballot is required, in the following order: President, Senior Vice-President, 
Junior Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and other committee members in alphabetical order 
by surname); 

 Allow financial members to ask questions of any candidates who are contesting positions; 
 Allow each candidate contesting a position to provide a brief closing statement if they wish; 
This session will be managed by the Returning Officer to ensure no financial member or candidate unduly 
dominates the session and that the session runs smoothly. 

• If there are only sufficient candidates for each vacant position … the Returning Officer will declare the 
candidates duly elected and no ballot will be taken. 

• A person who has been nominated for more than one position will fill the first position to which they are 
elected and shall not be eligible to be elected to subsequent positions. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: (1) The ACT Government has amended the Associations Incorporation Act (1991) to allow for 

proxy votes during the COVID-19 emergency. Details of this process will be provided prior to the Annual General 
Meeting. (2) To meet COVID-19 social distancing requirements, members wishing to attend the Annual General 

Meeting will need to pre-register. Registration details will be provided prior to the meeting. 

Annual General Meeting 

You’re Invited ! 
7:30pm Tuesday 20 October 2020 

ACT Companion Dog Club Inc 

http://www.actcdc.org.au/files-and-forms.html


Is Your Membership Due ? 

Contact Us 

Phone 02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604 

Web www.actcdc.org.au 

Office 240 Narrabundah Lane, 

Symonston  ACT 2609 

 

• Tuesday-Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 

• Thursday    6:30pm-9:15pm 

• Sunday              9:00am-12:00pm 
 

Office Manager: Marika Mueller  

          CLOSED MONDAY 

 

Compliments, suggestions or ideas?  

Contact the Club: 

Email     contact@actcdc.org.au 
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Did you join in Term 3 last year?  

If so, your membership is due for renewal * 

You can renew online – how easy is that ! 
 

Go to the Club’s website at http://www.actcdc.org.au 

1. Download the Membership Renewal form at 

 http://www.actcdc.org.au/join-the-Club.html  

2. Complete the form and send it back to the Club via e-mail 

3. Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities 

 Bank BSB: 032 729 

 Account: 235628 

 Reference: Use your surname and phone number. Make sure  

 your reference will easily identify your payment and don’t forget  

 to keep your receipt. 

Of course, you can also renew in person at the Club office during  

office hours (see below) 

 

* NOTE:  Members whose training was affected by the suspension of classes in Term 2 due 

to COVID-19 will be offered a two month extension to their memberships. In order to 

renew members are expected to participate regularly in the Club’s training activities as 

the Club does not offer ‘grounds use only’ memberships. We do offer a wide variety of 

training activities that will enrich your relationship with your dog , provide it with mental 

and physical stimulation and enable it to become the best companion it can be. And 

there is something for every dog and handler—young and old (see page 39). 

Fees (from 1 October 2019) 

Joining Fee (household) $ 86.00 

Annual Subscription  (household) $129.00 

Training Fees (per Dog/per Year) 
• Behaviour Training 

• Obedience Trialling & Rally 

• Agility 

• Flyball 

• Dances with Dogs & Tricks 

• Tracking (terms apply) 

 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$ 86.00 

$86.00 

Additional Dog Fee $ 64.50 

Instructors’ Fee $ 30.00 

Grounds use only membership is NOT offered  

  $5.00 – $50.00 

Casual Visitors Fee 

• Conditions apply 

• Contact the Club Office 

http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/join-the-club.html
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Walking the dog 

What you need to know in the ACT  

 By Georgia Morris ©  

A big thank you to Club member Georgia Morris for allowing us to reproduce this article from her 

Canberra Dog Walks website, see www.canberradogwalks.com.au/. The CDW website is a 

wonderful resource for finding out about great walking places around Canberra as well as 

providing opportunities for social meet-ups with fellow dog enthusiasts. 

It’s been several months since the ACT 

Government introduced new laws concerning 

dogs in public places. But there's still some 

confusion about the new regulations. 

 

Canberra Dog Walks has developed this 

‘dummies’ guide to the current laws after 

seeking clarification directly from the helpful 

staff at the ACT Government’s City Services 

Directorate. It covers in simple terms the seven 

most important things you need to know when 

out and about with your dog. 

 

This guide is based on information provided by 

the ACT Government in written responses to 

Canberra Dog Walks' questions and should 

steer you in the right direction, but if you are still 

unsure about a specific situation, seek advice 

from Access Canberra. 

 

1. When you are in a public place with your 

dog, it must be under ‘effective control’, 

whether it is on-leash or off-leash.  

 

The regulations explain that a person has 

‘effective control’ if they can prevent their dog 

from approaching other people or animals. 

 

It doesn’t mean dogs must never approach 

other people or animals. It does mean that dog 

walkers must be able to prevent unwanted, 

risky or unsupervised approaches. This can be 

either by restraining the dog with an 

appropriate leash or, if in an off-leash area, by 

calling an off-leash dog away. 

 

This is not a new regulation but it’s an important 

central principle of dog walking responsibilities. 

While most dogs are harmless, some people 

(and dogs) have a genuine fear or dislike of 

dogs and this should be respected. 

 

2. You need to be aware which public 

areas are designated off-leash, 

‘conditional' off-leash, on-leash, or where 

dogs are prohibited altogether.  

 

This information is available online on the ACT 

Government’s dog exercise areas map. Follow 

the Off-leash Area Map link here. The map 

shows off-leash areas shaded green; 

’conditional’ off-leash areas shaded orange; 

on-leash only areas unshaded; and dogs-

prohibited areas shaded red. The Government 

provides a brief explanation of these terms in 

the left-hand column of the map page. 

 

When opening the online map, make sure 

you’ve clicked the dog exercise areas icon at 

the top of the left-hand column. Then use the 

plus and minus tools on the map to zoom in 

and out. Click and drag to move the map 

around to see different areas. 

http://www.canberradogwalks.com.au/
https://www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/
https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/recreation-with-my-dog
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Walking the dog … continued

The online map is clunky, slow to load and it’s 

not always easy to identify boundaries. 

However there are plans to improve its 

performance and produce a mobile-friendly 

version so dog walkers can easily check areas 

while on the go. 

3. Dogs must be on leash on all paved 

footpaths and cycle paths, including 10 

metres on either side of these paths, even 

when the paths are located in a 

designated off-leash area.  

 

The first component of this rule is not new. 

However the additional requirement of a 10 

metre buffer was introduced, in the 

Government’s words, ‘to increase clarity and 

safety’. 

 

The new component was the primary reason 

that, six months ago, Canberra dog walkers lost 

off-leash access altogether to a large number 

of informal parks bisected by paved paths. 

 

If you are an elderly or less mobile walker, or a 

dog walker with young children pushing a 

pram, who previously used pedestrian 

footpaths in off-leash parks, your access to off-

leash walking has been significantly reduced 

and you’ll need to bear this in mind when 

choosing where to walk. However, you can find 

detailed directions for eight pram-friendly dog 

walks that are paved the whole way and pass 

easily accessible off-leash parks on the CDW 

website. 

 

4. Dogs are prohibited on sports grounds 

during formal sporting events but allowed 

off-leash at other times.  

 

Most Canberra sports grounds and ovals which 

are not fully fenced are ‘conditional’ off-leash 

areas (shaded orange on the online map). This 

means dogs are allowed off-leash on nearly all 

open ovals and sports grounds unless formal 

sports are underway. If formal sports are 

underway - that is the field has been booked/

hired by a sporting organisation - dogs are 

prohibited from that field altogether. 

 

This is not a new regulation and appears 

straight forward, however it is worth checking 

the detail of your local sports ground on the 

dog exercise areas online map to see whether 

you can still walk your dog on-leash or off-leash 

in nearby areas or on another part of the sports 

ground. 

 

Some sports grounds shaded orange are 

surrounded by on-leash (unshaded) areas. So if 

your daughter is playing soccer on one of these 

sports grounds one Saturday, you could still 

cheer her on while taking the family Groodle 

for an on-leash outing adjacent to the game. 

 

Some extensive sports grounds are made up of 

several ovals/fields, which may not all be 

booked at the same time. This means you can 

still walk your dog off-leash on an unused oval, 

while sports games are underway on adjacent 

ovals. 

https://www.canberradogwalks.com.au/canberra-pram-friendly-dog-walks/
https://www.canberradogwalks.com.au/canberra-pram-friendly-dog-walks/
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Walking the dog … continued

Some sports grounds are adjacent to off-leash 

(green shaded) areas. Again, you can walk 

your dog off-leash nearby while a game is 

underway. 

 

The Mawson District Playing Fields, Gordon 

District Playing Fields and Giralang Ovals are 

examples of sports grounds providing all these 

options. 
 

Above: Detail of online map showing Gordon District 

Playing Fields  

 

Of course, it would be foolish to let your dog off

-leash adjacent to a sports game unless you 

have reliable, effective control of your dog. 

Some dogs find joining in a match involving 

balls and running children simply irresistible. 

 

If you'd like to explore Canberra's off-leash 

sports grounds, see CDW’s favourite, and 

safest, locations on its post Canberra's best off-

leash meeting places. 

 

5. Dogs may only swim in lakes and rivers 

where signposted or indicated on the ACT 

Government off-leash dog exercise area 

map.  

This is not a new regulation but after the recent 

review, you’ll need to check whether your 

favourite dog off-leash swimming spot is still 

available. Some well-known and popular off-

leash swimming spots are now dogs-prohibited 

(eg Lake Ginninderra opposite the dog park) 

while several new off-leash swimming spots 

have been introduced (eg Lake Ginninderra 

near Joynton Smith Drive, Point Hut District Park 

Pond opposite the McGilvray Close car park, 

and Yerrabi Pond near to Benaroon Circuit). 

 

Again, you can find these spots (shaded green) 

on the online map. 

 

You’ll also find a comprehensive up-to-date 

guide to the best dog swimming spots on the 

Canberra Dog Walks website. 

 

6. Dogs are prohibited from within 10 metres 

of children’s playgrounds and powered 

BBQ sites when in use.  

 

This regulation has been in place for some time 

and is, thankfully, straight forward and 

unambiguous. If your dog is with you when 

taking your child to play on the swings, your 

dog will need to be tethered at least 10 metres 

away. The same applies if taking your dog on a 

family outing using a powered BBQ site. 

 

For a more detailed list of other places dogs 

are prohibited, go to the ACT Government 

website and check the dog exercise areas 

online map for red shaded areas. 

 

7. You must pick up after your dog, and 

carry with you appropriate equipment to 

pick up droppings. 

 

You know this already but it's surprising how 

many dog walkers venture out unprepared.  

 

You may be issued with an on-the-spot fine for 

not picking up after your dog or leaving home 

without those poo bags. 

Want to find out more about 

Canberra Dog Walks? 

 

Follow on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/canberradogwalks/ 

 

And on Instagram at 

https://www.instagram.com/

canberradogwalks/ 

https://www.canberradogwalks.com.au/canberra-best-dog-off-leash-areas/
https://www.canberradogwalks.com.au/canberra-best-dog-off-leash-areas/
https://www.canberradogwalks.com.au/canberra-dog-swimming-areas/
https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/recreation-with-my-dog
https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/dogs/recreation-with-my-dog
https://www.facebook.com/canberradogwalks/
https://www.facebook.com/canberradogwalks/
https://www.instagram.com/canberradogwalks/
https://www.instagram.com/canberradogwalks/
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Recently we were thrilled to receive advice from Sue Kelley, the Activities Organiser from Bunnings 

Canberra Airport, that we had been chosen to receive a $1,000 donation.  

 

As the traditional ways in which Bunnings support local community groups and charities have 

devolved due to COVID-19, the company decided to involve their staff in a team building fun 

activity that could support 

local communities in a 

different way until such time 

as their traditional ways of 

community support could 

occur again.  

 

Bunnings held a staff lip sync 

challenge across their 

Australian warehouses to 

produce videos of their 

favourite tunes. These 

videos were shared on their 

internal social media 

network and the best video 

was selected. The staff that 

produced the winning  

video then nominated the 

not-for-profit organisation or 

charity of their choice to 

receive a donation.  

 

CDC was the unanimous 

choice from the Bunnings 

Canberra Airport staff due 

to the close relationship we 

have built providing doggie 

entertainment at their 

popular community 

evenings. 

 

At left it the Certificate of 

Appreciation that we 

presented to Bunnings 

Canberra Airport for their 

ongoing support of our 

Club. 

 

Thanks Bunnings! 

 

All pets are therapy pets. 

Most are just working  

undercover. 
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Preparing for classes in summer 

Extracts from the Club’s Policy and guidelines concerning the impact of weather and other 

environmental conditions on Behaviour Training Classes (2020) 

 

In hot weather, the following dogs may be affected more than others: 

• Black or dark coloured dogs; 

• Dogs with naturally dense coats; 

• Brachycephalic (snub-nosed flat-faced) breeds (see end note1); 

• Overweight dogs; and 

• Larger sized dogs. 

 

Be aware that mats used in class may be affected by the heat. Light-coloured mats will reflect 

heat while dark-coloured mats will absorb heat and dogs may be less likely to want to settle on 

them. 

 

Handlers and instructors should also be vigilant for signs of heat stress such as rapid or heavy 

panting, bright red tongue, drooling, agitation, restlessness, very red or pale gums, lethargy, 

muscle tremors, and lack of responsiveness to familiar cues. Handlers should immediately seek 

shade and douse their dog with cool (not cold) water starting with the head and neck and 

moving to the abdomen, groin, and legs if heat stress is suspected.  



Preparing for classes in summer … continued
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In warm or hot weather handlers may opt to use cooling aids for their dogs such as cooling mats, 

cooling coats and bandanas during class. Handlers should monitor the use of these aids to ensure 

that the cooling effect is occurring. 

 

Note: Due to a current outbreak of Kennel Cough in Canberra (see page 37) we have removed 

communal water bowls from the grounds. Handlers are encouraged to bring their own water for 

their dog or to bring a bowl for their dog and fill it with water from one of the taps against the 

Clubhouse. Handlers of deep-chested large breeds prone to bloat (gastric torsion)  may need to 

limit or reduce their dog’s level of physical exertion in class if their dog drinks large volumes of 

water to cool down (see end note 2). 

 

End notes: 

1. Brachycephalic (snub-nosed flat-faced) breeds include: Pug, French Bulldog, Bulldog, 

Boston Terrier, Shih Tzu, Pekingese, Affenpinscher, Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, Lhasa Apso, 

Griffon Bruxellois, King Charles Spaniel, Boxer, Bull Mastiff, Neapolitan Mastiff, Chihuahua, 

Chow, Dogue de Bordeaux, Japanese Chin, Rottweiler 

2. Deep-chested breeds include: Great Dane, Irish Setter, Weimaraner, St. Bernard, Akita, 

Boxer, Basset Hound, German Shepherd Dog 

 
 

Snake Season 
~ what to do ~ 

 

If you see a snake tell other members on the 

grounds at the same time where you saw it 

and report the sighting (including the time  

and location) to the Club office, email  

contact@actcdc.org.au 

 

This will help us assess whether we need to 

take any other action. 

 

Remember — snakes are  

protected by law in the ACT. 

 

Want to know more about living harmoniously 

with snakes in the Canberra region?  

See the  

Canberra Snake Rescue and Relocation  

website and Facebook pages at  

http://canberrasnakerescue.com.au/ and 

www.facebook.com/CanberraSnakeRescue 

mailto:contact@cdc.org.au)
http://canberrasnakerescue.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/CanberraSnakeRescue


Page | 17 The Good Companion | September 2020| Vol 32 | No 3 

    By Jake Blight  © 

 Tracking update 

Tracking is where a dog uses its natural scenting 

ability to follow the scent trail left by a human 

who previously walked across an area.  It is 

something most dogs love doing and it is 

something they all know how to do 

instinctively.  The trick is teaching them to find 

and follow a particular scent and to keep at it 

until the end of the track without being 

distracted by wildlife and other exciting smells.  

 

CDC held a Tracking training day on 23 August 

2020 at a property near Braidwood.  The 

conditions were ideal and all 13 dogs and 

handlers made progress.  There was a large 

variety of dog breeds involved with some of the 

smaller dogs like Cocker Spaniels showing the 

German Shepherds and other large dogs just 

how to do it!  The dogs and handlers were 

divided into three groups based on how much 

tracking experience they had.  

 

The beginner group of five dogs worked with 

CDC tracking instructor Jo Hagan and focused 

on building drive and enthusiasm for 

tracking.  For most dogs the earliest stages of 

tracking involve the dog's owner or another 

person walking away and hiding for a very 

short time with the dog then being allowed to 

follow and find them while wearing a tracking 

harness and long lead.  The ‘find’ is then 

rewarded with food, a big game and lots of 

praise. An alternative is for the handler to walk 

out and hide a food/toy reward while someone 

else holds their dog and to then loop back and 

hold the tracking lead while the dog searches 

for the reward. Most dogs will default to using 

their nose to find the person/ reward, but at this 

stage what matters most is that the dog 

associates the harness and lead with finding a 

person/thing and getting a big reward.  If 

things are set up correctly the dog will quickly 

figure out that the ground scent trail leads to 

the reward - and that is the start of tracking 

training.  It is usually quite quick progress from 

there to the dog being left in the car while the 

track is laid out and then being brought to the 

start of the track to find and follow the scent 

trail.   

 

The intermediate group of four dogs and 

handlers had all done some tracking previously 

and worked with CDC tracking instructor Jake 

Blight to test themselves with ‘blind tracks’ after 

first doing a warm up track.  A ‘blind track’ is a 

track where the handler does not know where 

the track goes.  All the handler can see is a 

‘start flag’ and from there they have to trust 

their training and their dog.  This is a difficult 

moment for most handlers - it is also difficult to 

lay a blind track for someone else as you have 

to be able to remember exactly where you 

walked and where you turned (much harder 

than it sounds - all clumps of grass, rocks and 

sticks suddenly look the same when you have 

to point out where you walked).   When setting 

out on a blind track with your dog for the first 

White Swiss Shepherd Dog ‘Ivar’ approaches a training flag 
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Tracking … continued

SMILE — YOU’RE ON CCTV 
  

The Club’s buildings and grounds are under  

constant video camera surveillance  

to provide better security and safety for members. 

time you can suddenly realise that you have 

been relying too much on flags and ribbons to 

tell you where the track is and not enough 

on  reading what your dog is doing.  Some dogs 

give very clear indications of when they are on 

the track and when they are not, others are 

more subtle and a slight change in their head 

position or gait may be the first (or only) clue 

you get that the dog has overshot a 

corner.  One of the things all handers took 

away from this session is the need to train their 

dogs to give really clear and strong signals for 

where the track is and when they have lost the 

track - signals so clear that even a handler who 

thinks they are lost can’t miss it.   

 

The advanced group worked with CDC tracking 

instructor Dr Sandra Hassett.  Three of the four 

dogs in this group already had passes from 

tracking trials in previous years and the fourth 

had been training regularly this year and was 

close to trialling (except the trials were all 

cancelled because of COVID-19).  More 

advanced dogs and handlers are expected to 

be able to handle 'blind tracks' (and to set 

them for others) as well as to demonstrate clear 

article indication.  On each track there are 

articles (usually socks) that the dog must 

indicate.  Acceptable article indication 

includes retrieving the sock or sitting/ dropping 

next to it.  A number of dogs in this group 

needed to work on article indication - this is 

something that can be trained at home away 

from the track as well.  Other challenges that 

more advanced dogs and handlers need to 

learn to manage include older tracks and 

managing corners in unfavourable wind 

conditions.  Everyone in this group picked up 

tips to improve their training and handling 

ready for next season.  

 

Tracking is a winter sport (because of snakes) 

and has now finished for the year.  The Club will 

have an Introduction to Tracking session in April/

May 2021 and it plans to run regular tracking 

training events next season, COVID permitting!  

 
(Photos courtesy of Jake Blight) 

On track near Braidwood — White Swiss Shepherd Dog ‘Ivar’ and his handler  
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 Flyball Feats 

By Rhonda Cameron — Flyball Liaison 

Zeke turns 15!!! 

 

Sometimes it’s not all about training and race meets. It can also be about celebrating milestone 

events such as a retired X-Factor member reaching 15 years of age. Zeke celebrated the Big Day 

with an impromptu gathering on Sunday 8th September 

featuring hotdogs and pig ears on the menu. 

 

Zeke wishes to thank everyone who attended and he 

thoroughly enjoyed his special treats and presents.  

Hypro Premium Hounds in the Hills Race Meet 

 

On Saturday14th March, the Norwest Thunderdogs hosted the last Flyball Race Meet nationally 

before the COVID-19 shutdown. 

 

Cathy Vaughan with ‘Logan’ and ‘Austin’, Vanessa March with ‘Pippa’ and Alice Richards with 

‘Dexter’ (from the Belconnen Dog Obedience Club) travelled to Sydney to compete in Norwest’s 

Hounds in the Hills Race Meet in the Open Format.  The team was bolstered by two handlers and 

dogs from the Norwest Thunderdogs (the hosts) to ensure the team could compete.   

 

Unfortunately, the Race Meet was cancelled mid-way through due to heavy rain. The team 

placed second, on countback, in Second Division with the fastest run time of 19.3 seconds. 

 

‘Zeke’ 

Flyball Master Champion - ONYX Award 

(1424 points) 
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Flyball feats … continued

Race to the Beach 

 

With the long hiatus from COVID-19, the X-Factor team were excited to be heading back to 

Huskisson, NSW to compete in the ‘Back to the Beach Race Meet’ scheduled for 22nd August.  

X-Factor had won the inaugural Race Meet in 2019 and were eager to compete for the number 

one spot again. This was also going to be Vanessa March’s new flyball dog Erin’s first foray into 

competitive racing as a squad dog.  

 

The Race Meet was to be held at the scenic Plantation Point Reserve at Vincentia, but 

disappointingly was cancelled due to COVID-19. This setback did not dampen the enthusiasm of 

some of our handlers from enjoying a long weekend at Huskisson, even without racing, which they 

had been looking forward to for some time. 

 

Cathy Vaughan with ‘Austin’, Vanessa March with ‘Erin’ and ‘Pippa’, Pauline Dikmans with ‘Ky’, 

and Rhonda Cameron and Jerry Lee with ‘Boston’ and ‘Zeke’ still made the trek to the South 

Coast to enjoy the sunshine and the beach (see this issue’s cover photo). 

 

Trainees Update 

 

We are glad to report that two Intermediate dogs are now training with the Squad Dogs in 

preparation for when our sport resumes. Vanessa and her pocket rocket ‘Erin’ and ‘Charlie’ are 

both eager to start their competitive careers. 

 

Angharad’s Intermediate Koolies, ‘Tabasco’ and ‘Pepper’, are progressing with reports that 

Tabasco especially is coming along in leaps and bounds. The other Intermediates ‘Lacie’ (a 

Border Collie X) and ‘Lenny’ (a Terrier X) are learning the tricks of the trade quickly and 

‘Ebony’ (Labrador Retriever) and ‘Rook’ (Siberian Husky) are both doing well. 

 

We are pleased that Cliff Day and his family have returned to Flyball with ‘Bailey’ and their 

younger Border Collie, ‘Harvey’.  It will not be long until we see Bailey back and running in 

competitions both local and afar. 

Above: Flyball trainees take a break for birthday hotdogs and a photo 

opportunity featuring ‘Zeke’ (with Rhonda) and  Border Collie puppy 

‘Milo’ (with Cathy) in the middle 

(Photos supplied by Jerry Lee)  
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Obedience Trialling and Rally 

Results from the BDOC Obedience Trial — 29 August 2020  

By Laraine Frawley — Convenor 

Classes are held on Wednesday mornings and Thursday evenings for both Obedience Trialling and 

Rally. These classes prepare handlers and their dogs to compete in trials. Once your dog has the 

required number of qualifications (usually three at the lower levels) you can apply for your title 

which means the dog gets letters after its name. The first titles to achieve are CCD (Community 

Companion Dog) in Obedience Trialling and RN (Rally Novice) in Rally. 

 

Handlers in the Club’s Behaviour  Training classes who have satisfactorily completed Level 2 

(Consolidation) or above and who are interested in teaching their dogs the skills necessary to  

perhaps compete, are welcome to join an entry level Skills class on either Wednesday mornings at 

10.00am or Thursday evenings at 6.45pm. 

 

A key difference between Obedience Trialling and Rally is that in Rally signs on course tell you 

what to do and you can talk to your dog whereas in Obedience Trialling the judge tells you what 

to do and, other than giving your dog hand and voice cues, you remain silent. Contact the Club 

Office (contact@actcdc.org.au) if you are interested in joining the classes. 

 

Because of the lockdown and conditions imposed by COVID-19, trials for most of the year have 

been cancelled. The various training clubs in Canberra are aiming to hold a few trials in the 

remainder of the year and the Club has a Rally trial scheduled on 10 October and an Obedience 

trial on 7 November. 

 

The following instructors have taken classes since we resumed training in July: Charlie Giles, Cath 

Perry, Vikki Evans, Patricia Woodman and Geoff Woodman. Without our instructors there would be 

no classes. Thank you! 

Also thank you to the 

experienced trialling 

handlers who offer help 

in class with Stand For 

Exams and Figures 8s as 

well as providing words 

of encouragement to 

newer handlers.  Your 

help is also invaluable. 

Trial 1 — Community Companion Dog (CCD)  

1st Morningmyst Reflections (Golden Retriever) L Frawley  98/100 

2nd Kerodan Wicca Spirit RN ADX ADO JDO JDM SPD GDX SDX (Border Collie) A White  97/100 

3rd Allinka Versace (German Shepherd Dog) V Grzesskiewicz  96/100 

4th Beckview Bramble The Beau (Shetland Sheepdog) C Perry  96/100 

 

Trial 1 — Companion Dog (CD) 

1st Fenix (Associate) L Sandenbergh  189/200 

Left: Cath and her young 

Sheltie ‘Bramble’ execute 

the Spiral Left/Dog Inside 

station during Rally practice.  

 

(Photo: Laraine Frawley) 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au


RECENT AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL KENNEL COUNCIL TITLES 

Airlie White & her Border Collie Kerodan Wicca Spirit RN ADX ADO JDO JDM SPD GDX SDX 

(‘Wicca’) for achieving their CCD (Community Companion Dog) title 

 

Judith Barlow & her Brittany Aust Ch RiverreedShez Tailermaid CCD RM QND ORD ADX ADO JDX 

GDX SD SPDX JC (‘Tae’) for achieving their CD (Companion Dog) title 
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Obedience trialling and Rally … continued

2nd Aust Ch RiverreedShez Tailermaid CCD RM QND ORD ADX ADO JDX GDX SD SPDX JC  

 (Brittany) J Barlow  188/200 

 

Trial 1 — Companion Dog Excellent (CDX), Utility Dog (UD) , Utility Dog Excellent (UDX) 

 No qualifications 

 

Trial 2 — Community Companion Dog (CCD) 

1st Allinka Versace (German Shepherd Dog) V Grzesskiewicz  100/100 

2nd Morningmyst Reflections (Golden Retriever) L Frawley  99/100 

3rd Kerodan Wicca Spirit RN ADX ADO JDO JDM SPD GDX SDX  (Border Collie) A White   96/100 

4th Beckview Bramble The Beau (Shetland Sheepdog) C Perry  95/100 

5th Albionshore Nebula TKS (Cocker Spaniel) N Sands  91/100 

 

Trial 2 — Companion Dog (CD) 

1st UWish U Were My Material Girl ADM JDM ADO JDO SDPX SDX RA (Brittany) F Fraser  

 195/200 

2nd Fenix (Associate) L Sandenbergh 192/200 

3rd Aust Ch RiverreedShez Tailermaid CCD RM QND ORD ADX ADO JDX GDX SD SPDX JC  

 (Brittany) J  Barlow  191/200 

 

Trial 2 — Companion Dog Excellent (CDX) 

1st Lifesong Out of the Abyss CD TD JD (Border Collie) K Hobson  197/200 

2nd Ch Chergari Silent Night CD RE (Labrador Retriever) A Walkington  188/200 

 

Trial 2 — Utility Dog (UD) 

1st Lifesong Out of the Abyss CD TD JD (Border Collie) K Hobson  191/200 

 

Trial 2 — Utility Dog Excellent (UDX) 

 No qualifications 
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     Agility Action 

We live in interesting times, so they say!  The last 

few months have been a challenge for all of 

us, but the CDC Agility team has tried to make 

the most of the situation. 

 

Once we realised that the COVID restrictions 

were going to last more than a few weeks, we 

started planning an on-line agility instructors 

course, in order to make the most of the extra 

home-time that many people suddenly had 

acquired.  The theory part of the course is now 

completed, and we are currently conducting 

workshops. 

 

In Session 5 the 

trainee 

instructors will 

be assisting in 

running some 

agility classes, 

so please make 

them welcome 

if they assist in 

your class. 

Hopefully we 

will have some 

new instructors 

on the field in 

February 2021. 

 

We managed 

to resume 

agility classes in 

late June, which 

we could safely 

do before the 

resumption of  Behaviour Training classes.  This 

was due to the smaller number of people on 

the grounds for Agility, compared to the larger 

number for Behaviour Training.  We are now 

quite used to the protocol of hand sanitisation 

and equipment spraying etc, although we still 

need reminders from time-to-time. 

 

Agility trialling has also resumed, with the first 

evening trial being held at Belconnen Dog 

Obedience Club in late August. This was the 

coldest night I have ever experienced at a trial, 

and I was thankful to be encouraged to run 

and leave!  However, the atmosphere was 

fabulous with everyone so happy to be able to 

trial again. CDC has an evening trial in mid-

September, and then a day trial will be held at 

Belconnen. Amongst other restrictions, numbers 

are limited and handlers from Sydney are 

discouraged. As a handler, one of the main 

COVID-related changes is that handlers must 

carry their leads while running the course with 

their dog, to avoid the need for ring stewards 

to touch leads.  

 

Since the last newsletter we have had some 

changes to the Agility Sub-committee.  Nikki 

Fallon has stepped down as trial manager, and 

her place has been taken by Dana Simonsen, 

ably assisted by Steph Windsor (trial secretary) 

and Wendy Stewart (assistant trial manager).  

Other members of the Sub-committee are 

Karen Hobson (trial printing/office), Cheyne 

Fischer and Kylie 

White 

(equipment 

managers), and 

Naarilla Hirsch 

(intake and 

class manager).  

Naarilla recently 

flagged that 

she will step 

down from this 

role at the end 

of the year, and 

Steph and 

Wendy have 

kindly offered to 

take over.  

Thank you 

everyone for 

your amazing 

assistance 

during this 

difficult period. 

 

The Sub-committee has also reviewed some of 

its documents to update and make 

amendments to better reflect the current 

methods of training and organisation. 

 

By Linda Spinaze — Convenor 

Above: Trainee instructors attending a practical workshop to hone 

their teaching skills (Photo: Linda Spinaze) 

Last agility intake for 2020 

 

Agility is heaps of fun for both dogs and 

handlers, as well as enhancing the 

relationship between you and your four-

footed companion. 

 

The last Agility training session for the year 

starts in October, so the last intake 

assessment for beginners will be held on 29 

September.  If you think you’d like to give 

Agility a go and your dog is over 14 months 

old, application forms need to be in 

submitted to the Office by 21 September 

(contact@actcdc.org.au). 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Agility action … continued

At the end of the year we plan to extend the last training session by two weeks to make up for 

some lost classes during the wet weather in August.  This means that our last classes will be held in 

the week of 7-9th December. This will be dependent on instructor availability.  

 

We’ve also compiled a fabulous photograph of agility dogs for the 2021 Club calendar.  We tried 

to get a variety of equipment and a good selection of different breeds to show off our sport. We 

hope you like it. 

 

I think that wraps it up. See you on the field ... 

Access to the car park is RESTRICTED at the following times: 
 

Wednesdays 9.30am—1.00pm 
Thursdays 6.00pm—9.30pm 
 Sundays 9.00am—12.30pm 

 during class terms 
 

ONLY Instructors, Committee and Sub-Committee members,  
Life Members and members with disabled parking permits 

may use the car park during these times.  

RESERVED PARKING 

Even a simple walk around the block is full of plenty of opportunities to have fun while asking your 

dog to think through some simple training challenges. When I head out for a training walk, I still 

give my dog some ‘personal time’ where he’s allowed to sniff and explore on a loose leash. That’s 

important, too. Roughly one-third of a dog’s brain is dedicated to olfaction; it feels unfair to deny 

them a good sniff-fest! 

 

When you’re ready, there are lots of ways to throw some training into the mix, while keeping the 

walk light-hearted and enjoyable for the animals on both ends of the leash. 

 

Make the fundamentals fun! Incorporate basic skills practice into the walk:  

 

Practice a quick response to your dog’s name. When he turns and looks at you, sometimes mark 

and reward on the fly as you keep moving, and sometimes mark and back up a few steps, 

encouraging your dog toward you, then deliver several small treats (one after another, rather 

than a handful at once), paired with praise and petting. 

 

Recall challenges. People often assume they need an extra-long leash in order to practice what 

looks like a real-life recall, but all of my recall training is done on a regular six-foot leash. The 

hardest part of coming when called is not the distance the dog travels back to the handler. The 

hardest part of coming when called is choosing to leave an exciting distraction in favour of 

returning to the handler – whether he’s six feet or sixty feet away.  

 

Source: Whole Dog Journal (www.whole-dog-journal.com/) 

   Training Tip  

How to use walks to train your dog  

http://www.whole-dog-journal.com/
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 By Raelene Stewart  — Convenor 

    Dances with Dogs 

       and Trick Dogs 

COVID-19 quiet – but we can still have fun! 

 

The quiet period during COVID-19 has actually 

provided lots of opportunities to play with our 

dogs.  Our canine friends have been great 

winners at this time, in that they generally have 

had much more quality time with their owners 

than normal times.  In our house, that has 

meant a lot more time to 

play some games and 

learn some more tricks.   

 

Classes were not held 

during Term 2, however we 

did have a couple of 

online mock trials.  The first 

was a local one with a 

number of CDC members 

competing with their dogs 

in the Belconnen Dog 

Obedience Club’s virtual 

mock trick competition.  

The event was judged by a 

panel of national judges 

and provided a great 

opportunity to get 

feedback on each team’s 

performance.    

 

Those CDC members from 

our DWD/Tricks group who 

achieved their qualifying 

passes were: 

 

Starters (with over 70 

competitors) 

• Juliet Ward and Rebelwood Tara (38th 

with 53.07 points) 

 

Novice (with 29 competitors) 

• Raelene Stewart and Paris (8th with 76.80 

points) 

• Raelene Stewart and Teddy (10th with 

73.70 points) 

 

Novice non-qualifying 

• Natasha Sands with Pepsi (17th with 66.20 

points) 

• Juliet Ward with Amuru Hasijna (Freda) 

(19th with 59.10 points) 

• Natasha Sands with Albionshore Nebula 

(21st with 54.30 points) 

 

It should be noted that there were other CDC 

members entered in the virtual mock trial,  

however they are not currently enrolled in 

DWD/Trick Dog training classes. 

 

In July, the Redlands Dog Club in Queensland 

held another fun mock trick dogs trial.  It was 

open nationally for entries, 

with judges from many 

states.  Jill Bradfield with 

Possum competed in 

Starters and Raelene 

Stewart competed with 

Paris and Teddy in Novice.  

In order to compete Jill 

and Raelene had to submit 

a video showing all tricks 

performed in a continuous 

sequence.  There were a 

high number of entries in 

both categories. It was a 

very worthwhile exercise 

with each entrant 

receiving valuable 

feedback on their 

performance from 

experienced judges.  While 

all gained qualifying 

scores, they were outside 

the winning ribbons.  Teddy 

came home with the best  

    score from the CDC  

   contingent (just don’t tell  

   Paris!). It was a fun thing to  

   do with very handy tips  

   provided. 

 

Having the extra time to spend with Paris and 

Ted, I took the opportunity to join up with one 

of the ‘Do More With Your Dog’ Facebook 

groups and Paris has been working through the 

levels and enjoying many new activities which 

have, at times, stretched us a bit.  She can now 

stand on and move a roller, stand up and push 

a toddler walker, and has improved her skate 

boarding! She likes finding the treat under the 

flower pot (a scenting variation on the old Shell 

Game) but she is confused that all the flower 

pots look the same ... (that one is going to take 

a while).  We have had so much fun and she is 

now working on the final level of Champion 

Above: French Bulldog ‘Paris’ practises 

some platform work to improve her Trick 

Dog performances – wearing her 

‘serious’ face!  

(Photo: Raelene Stewart)  
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Dances with Dogs and Trick Dogs … continued

 

Would you like to advertise in the Club’s magazine ?  We distribute 

about 350 copies of the magazine to members four times a year 

and you can access all issues on our website - it’s a great way to get 

your name out there. Advertising for the November issue is due by 

the 1 November. Current advertising rates are: 

TGC ADVERTISING 

Page Size Width Length 
Single 

(1 issue) 

Yearly 

(4 issues) 

Full Page 170 mm 270 mm $60.00 $225.00   

1/2 Page 170 mm 130 mm $35.00 $125.00   

1/4 Page 80 mm 130 mm $20.00 No Yearly rate 

Email contact@actcdc.org.au if you would like to advertise. 

(we just need to crack the flower pot game).  We thought that activities like this might give us 

some more creative knowledge for when classes started back up but we got so much more out  

of it! 

 

Back at school … Term 3 saw Trick Dog classes return in an informal format.  Existing members 

have been able to catch up on a Saturday in either the Agility ring or in the Clubhouse (in poor 

weather) to hone their Trick Dog skills in a relaxed atmosphere.  It has been an easy-going and fun 

class, with improvement in the dogs really starting to show. 

 

In Term 4 we will see regular classes resume with a new ‘Starters Class’ commencing.  Classes will 

continue to be held at the Club on Saturdays while things stay quiet due to COVID-19. 

 

To be eligible to join the Trick Dogs class, you will need to have competently completed the 

Consolidation (Level 2) class in the Club’s Behaviour Training program or have similar skill sets. Class 

sizes are limited.  There is quite a lot to learn, so while we do keep the classes relaxed and fun, you 

will have to do quite a bit of homework each week to consolidate the exercises. 

 

For more information on the Trick Dog and Dances with Dogs classes, please contact the Club. 

‘Do More With Your Dog!’ (DMWYD) is the motto of founder Kyra Sundance. Whether through 

sport, tricks, or companionship, she encourages the integration of your dog into more areas of 

your life. Dogs have a way of making the activities we share with them more fun, and by giving 

them training, we allow them to participate in more areas of our life. DMWYD was originally a dog 

training curriculum program which focused on teaching tricks in a step-by-step method utilising 

positive reinforcement techniques. This curriculum was so popular among trainers, that Kyra wrote 

a book based on these techniques—101 Dog Tricks. If you want to know more, or to tap into one 

of the many DMWYD Facebook groups, including the Australian-based group, go to 

www.domorewithyourdog.com/trickdog/. 

 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.domorewithyourdog.com/trickdog/


            The Play Way  
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 By Amy Cook PhD ©  

 

Thanks to all Club members who bank with Beyond 

Bank and who have nominated the Club to receive 

an annual ‘community bonus payment’.  

 

This year Beyond Bank has donated $2,388.62 to our 

Club. This will help us deliver and maintain the Club’s 

dog training services and facilities for members. The 

more the Club’s Beyond Bank members save in their 

Community Reward Accounts, the more Beyond Bank 

will donate to the Club through its annual reward pro-

gram. 

 

Open an account today, nominate the Club as your 

recipient organisation, keep saving and it’s a ‘win - 

win’ for you and the Club. Want to know more? Go to 

www.beyondbank.com.au/reward. 

http://www.beyondbank.com.au/reward


The play way … continued
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The Sunday Companion class experiment with 

‘100 things to do with a hoop and a dog’ 



30 June 2020 
• We noted the development of  the 

Club’s COVID-19 Safety Plan (Stages 1 

and 1a) to enable the resumption of 

Club activities on a staged basis and 

acknowledged the contribution of Lesley 

Pothan (co-ordinator and Dogs-As-

Therapy), Linda Spinaze (Agility), Rhonda 

Cameron (Flyball), Wendy Hathaway 

(Obedience Trialling and Rally 

Obedience), Penny Pardoe-Matthews 

(Behaviour Training), Jill Bradfield (DWD/

Tricks) and  Joanne Hagan (Tracking) to 

the plan’s development. We also 

acknowledged the contribution of 

Katrina and Michael Morton in sourcing 

and organising 

Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE ) 

supplies. We noted 

that the ‘Questions 

and Answers on 

COVID-19 

Arrangements for the 

Club’ on the website 

had been updated to 

include the Safety Plan 

and to reflect the 

latest news on Club 

arrangements relating to all training 

activities, membership and the Annual 

General Meeting. 

• We acknowledged the contribution of 

Vanessa March for making COVID-19 

updates to Facebook and the website. 

• We continued to work with Dogs ACT to 

assist the development of COVID-19 

protocols for the resumption of 

sanctioned events (ie trials and 

competitions). 

• Following a decision taken at the 

February 2020 Committee meeting we 

considered changes to the Club’s Rules 

for the conduct of elections. The 

proposed changes will be circulated to 

sub-committees for comment. 

• We agreed to proceed with a 

professional redesign of the Club’s 

website in conjunction with the 

integration of the Club’s new 

membership management system 

(DogBizPro) to ensure a seamless 

experience for users. 

• We agreed to postpone the Club’s 

Annual General Meeting until 20 

October 2020 in accordance with 

extensions of time granted to 

incorporated associations by the ACT 

Government’s Registrar-General. Closing 

dates for actions linked to the new date 

have been published on the Club’s 

calendar on the website and circulated 

to members via the Club’s Q&A on its 

COVID-19 arrangements. The AGM 

reports will relate to the 2019-20 financial 

year (ie 1 July – 30 June) despite the 

postponement.  

• We noted information 

from Dogs ACT regarding 

the revival of a regular 

newsletter for members and 

affiliates, including an 

invitation to supply content. 

The Committee’s Secretary 

will  co-ordinate the 

submission of content with 

sub-committee convenors. 

• We noted that minor 

repairs had been 

undertaken to fencing in the 

Back Paddock. 

• We noted that the irrigation system is still 

not working and are seeking further 

advice from the contractors on the 

cause of the problem which appears to 

involve both pumps and electrical 

circuits.  

• We received the Treasurer’s report for 

the financial year from 1 July 2019 to 31 

May 2020, noting a 10% decrease in the 

year-to-date income and a 12% 

decrease in expenditure compared to 

the same time last year due to COVID-19 

impacts. 

• We noted progress on the development 

of the Club’s ‘2021 Dogs of ACT CDC’ 

calendar which  will feature selected 

photos of the Club’s training activities.  

• We agreed to submit a grant application 

under the ACT Sports and Recreational 

Grants Program to source an extra 

shipping container (with fit-out) to 

improve the storage of Club equipment. 
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 Committee Notes  

The Club’s Main Committee meets on the last Tuesday of every month (except December). 

Copies of committee minutes are available on request from the club’s Secretary.  

Some of the matters discussed at recent meetings are noted below. © 
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Committee Notes … continued

If successful the new container will be co-

located with the existing container. 

• We noted that the Behaviour Training Sub

-committee had conducted a survey of 

its instructors during June to gather 

information about instructing 

preferences, experiences and 

suggestions, use of the Club and interests 

in professional development. 

• We noted changes to  the ACT 

Government’s framework for the training 

and certification of assistance dogs. 

Practitioners who wish to provide these 

services need to undergo a registration 

process with the ACT Government unless 

they are already affiliated with a 

recognised assistance dog training 

organisation (eg MindDog Australia), see 

https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets

-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/

assistance-animals2/assistance-animals. It 

is noteworthy that the ACT Government 

has dictated that registered trainers and 

assessors must use force-free, rewards 

based training methods. 

• We noted that the Obedience Trialling 

and Rally Sub-Committee has agreed 

that Club members must satisfactorily 

complete Level 2 (Consolidation) of the 

Behaviour Training program to be eligible 

to commence training in Obedience 

Trialling and Rally classes unless they have 

previous experience in these disciplines. 

• We noted that Agility and Flyball classes 

had recommenced on a stage basis 

under the Club’s COVID-19 Safety Plan 

(Stages 1 and 1a). 

• We noted the continuing roll-out of the 

theory component of the 2020 Agility 

Instructors Course. 

 

28 July 2020 
• We noted the completion of Stage 2 of 

the Club’s COVID-19 Safety Plan 

covering the period from 20 July to 25 

September 2020 (ie Term 3). This stage 

enabled Behaviour Training, Obedience 

Trialling and Rally classes to resume from 

Wednesday 22 July under the ACT 

Government’s principle: ‘Get in, Train, 

Get out’. The Club’s ‘Questions and 

Answers on COVID-19 Arrangements for 

the Club’ were also updated. 

Announcements relating to these 

documents were made on Facebook 

and the website. 

• We noted that the upgrade to the Club’s 

public address system had been 

completed.  

• We approved arrangements (out of 

session) for a Tracking training day off-

site. 

• We noted action taken to alert Club 

members to the incidence of Kennel 

Cough in the local canine community. 

• We received the Treasurer’s report for the 

financial year from 1 July 2019 to 30 June 

2020, noting a 15% decrease in income 

and a 14% decrease in expenditure 

compared to the previous financial year 

due to COVID-19 impacts. This included a 

13% drop in membership revenues due to 

the cancellation of Term 2 Behaviour 

Training classes and the rolling over of 

new enrolments to Term 3. The Club 

recorded a small loss before 

depreciation of $142 for the 2019-20 

financial year compared with a profit of 

$2992 for the previous 2018-19 financial 

year. The Club has been fortunate to 

have been eligible for the 

Commonwealth Government’s COVID-19 

financial support programs which has 

meant that it has not had to draw down 

the Club’s cash reserves. The Club’s 

audited financial statements will be 

tabled at the Annual General Meeting 

rescheduled for 20 October 2020. 

• We approved the nomination of Dana 

Simonsen as the Club’s representative on 

Dogs ACT’s Agility Sub-committee. 

• We noted that two Behaviour Training 

instructors – Gabby Luksza and Laura 

Naffa – have resigned from the Club’s 

instructor panel due to work 

commitments. Both were valued 

members of the panel and their 

contribution to the delivery of Puppy and 

Adult Foundation classes will be greatly 

https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/assistance-animals2/assistance-animals
https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/assistance-animals2/assistance-animals
https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/pets-and-wildlife/domestic-animals/assistance-animals2/assistance-animals
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Committee Notes … continued

missed. 

• We noted the logistical issues associated 

with the resumption of Behaviour Training 

classes due to social distancing 

requirements (that affected 

arrangements for the new members’ 

presentation) and restrictions on social 

gatherings on the grounds (resulting in a 

limit of one person per household 

attending classes with the exception of 

carers and guardians). Thirty seven 

classes are being offered each week 

across five training levels in Term 3. 

 

8 August 2020 
• The Committee met to discuss several 

matters that had been held over from the 

regular monthly 

meetings due to 

lack of time.  

These included 

the Club’s 

membership 

model, 

Constitution, 

issues relating to 

grounds use and 

security of the 

grounds. Further 

consideration of 

these issues will 

be undertaken in 

consultation with 

Sub-committees. 

• We considered 

revisions and 

additions to the 

Club’s suite of 

workplace health and safety (WHS) 

documents including: WHS Risk 

Management System, WHS Policy, WHS 

Risk Management Process, WHS 

Inspection Checklist, WHS Inspection 

Report/Action Plan/ Risk Register, and 

Event Management Checklist. Further 

changes are required before these 

documents will be formally tabled for 

adoption.  

• We noted the communication and 

consultation measures adopted after the 

2019 Annual General Meeting to keep 

stakeholders informed and involved in the 

Club’s operations and we committed to 

maintaining these measures. 

• We noted progress on the revision of the 

Club’s Social Media framework including 

policy and administration documents.  

  

25 August 2020 
• We noted out-of-session approvals to: 

replace the air conditioners in the 

Instructors Room and Kitchen (following 

failure to secure grant funding for this 

expense); undertake minor repairs to the 

fence between the Bore Paddock and 

Obedience Ring; and to transition to NBN 

with the Club’s current internet service 

provider. 

• We discussed the update of the Club’s 

COVID-19 Safety Plan (Stage 2A) to cover 

arrangements for the Agility trial on 15 

September.  

• We noted that there was a 36% increase 

in income and 30% decrease in 

expenditure compared to this time last 

year (ie for the month 

of July). The Club 

recorded a profit 

before depreciation of 

$4,248 compared with 

a loss of $5,910 for the 

same time last year. The 

Club has been 

fortunate to continue to 

receive 

Commonwealth 

government COVID-19 

financial support 

(including Jobkeeper). 

This has meant the Club 

has not been required 

to draw down on its 

cash reserves. 

• We accepted 

with gratitude a 

donation of $2,388 from 

Beyond Bank’s Community Reward 

program. 

• We approved the audited financial 

statements for the year ending 30 June 

2020 in preparation for the Annual 

General Meeting . 

• We noted that the draft revised Rules for 

the conduct of elections had been 

circulated to sub-committees for 

comment. 

• We noted the regular servicing of the 

Club’s fire extinguishers and agreed to 

the installation of an extinguisher in the 

Agility Shed.  

• We noted that permission had been 

given by several Club members to use 

their photos, with acknowledgement, in 

the 2021 ‘Dogs of ACT CDC’ calendar as 

well as on the new website. 

• We noted the Obedience Trialling and  
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Committee Notes … continued

Rally Sub-committee’s report, including 

advice that the Rally trial on 10 October 

2020 is expected to go ahead. 

• We noted the Agility Sub-committee’s 

report and agreed to extend Session 5 

by two weeks (to mid-December) to 

make up for the loss of classes during the 

year. 

• We noted the Flyball Sub-committee’s 

report, including that clubs are 

cancelling race meets into November 

due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

• We noted that the Tracking training day 

went ahead on 23 August 2020 having 

been rescheduled due to poor weather 

conditions on 9 August 2020. 

• We noted that all Dogs-as-Therapy 

activities remain on hold due to COVID-

19 restrictions. 

• We considered a draft Training ethos 

statement for the Club and agreed that 

the document should be circulated to 

Sub-committees for comment. 

Thanks For Your Contribution 

The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Term Three (July-September 2020): 

 

Behaviour Training: Di Adams, Gillian Atkin, Susan Barnard, Stuart Barrow, Oliver Caddick, Kerry 

Deans, Sophie Dunstone, Barbara Gough, Sharon Haines, Kath Hallam, Renee Hamilton, Linda 

Harper, Hilarie Kemp, Chris Lathbury, Ping Leong, Izabela Lisiecka, Heather McPherson, Melinda 

Parrett, Penny Pardoe-Matthews, Kathleen Plowman, Lesley Pothan, Louise Raisin, Leslie Roberts, 

Anne Robertson, Linda Spinaze, Jess Strain, Jackie Trotter, Cathy Vaughan, Jane Vickers, Lizzie 

Waddell, Juliet Ward, Claire Weekes, Julie Whitmore Reserves: Catriona Anderson, Christina Erwin, 

Dianne Gallasch, Jane Richardson, Chris Woodgate 

 

Agility (Sessions 3 &4)  Di Adams, Judith Barlow, Amanda Delaney, Wendy Hathaway, Naarilla 

Hirsch, Pamela Hunt, Denise Iglesias, Lucy Jesiolowski, Maureen Lewis, 

Simone Pensko, Anne Robertson, Linda Spinaze, Kylie White, Steph 

Windsor 

 

Obedience Trialling and Rally: Vikki Evans, Charlie Giles, Cath Perry, 

Patricia Woodman, Geoff Woodman  
 

Flyball: Cathy Vaughan 

 

Dances With Dogs and Tricks: Raelene Stewart  

 

Tracking: Jake Blight, Joanne Hagan, Sandra Hassett 

THANK YOU 

— CDC Instructors — 

Serving the CDC canine community for more than 60 years! 



               Term One (2020) Results 
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FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION 

 

Abigail Turner & Patch  

Alexandra Knight & Pippa 

Alison Clearwater & Georgie 

Amanda Lenard & Kira 

Amelia Webb & Coco 

Amy/Daniel Dawel/Gibson & Tilly 

Anne Woods & Milo 

Barbara Feeken & Ashtok 

Berk/Nicole Canturk & Rex 

Bree Kreis & Louis 

Brittany/Liam Menegon/Ireland & Kobe 

Bron Maclean & Coco 

Bronnie Lumley & Kira 

Bronwyn Galloway & Charlie 

Bronwyn Stensrud & Rogue 

Byron French & Arlo 

Caitlin Amey & Darcy  

Caitlin Malone & Ted 

Christine Fulford & Bosley 

Claire/James Williams/Daly & Marlow 

Dee-Anne Gunter & Jako 

Denise Madden & Poppy 

Dimity Gillings & Quinn 

Donna Peckett & Betty 

Duncan Macdonald & Oscar 

Elizabeth Preston & Gorlog 

Emily Defina & Toby 

Faye/Charlie Murray/Marshall & Major 

Garren Batten & Bailey 

Georgina Macic & Coco 

Helen Furniss & Scout 

Helen Hawes & Milo 

Helen Henry& Cinders 

Jacqueline Dixon & Tilla 

Jacqueline Gee & Frankie 

Jane Brouwers & Olive 

Jane Rudgley & Turbo 

Jason Shields & Ainslie 

Jo-Anne Benson & Evie 

Joella Keech & Maggie 

Julia Stanton & Sunny 

Karen/Greg Ciszek & Zeze 

Kate Millhouse & Scout 

Kristen Barratt & Tully 

Kym Holden & Jock 

Laura McElhinney / Tom Whyte & Beans 

Lauren Duffy & Fly 

Lauren McFarlane & Jasper 

Lea Osborne & Pippa 

Libby McCutchan & Ember 

Lois Jun & Chloe 

Lucy/Anthony Hudson/Bomball & Millie 

Maria Jerez& Toffee 

Mark Stemp & Temba 

Melissa Coulter (Berg)& Benji 

Naomi Waterson & Ruby 

Natalie Long & Eddie 

Navina Vijaysegaran & Syrah 

Nicola/Chris Dakin & Ruby 

Oscar Brett & Emma 

Polly Langdon & Lovie 

Rachel Roberts & Freya 

Richard Rolfe& Miss Molly 

Rose Buckle & Matilda 

Samantha Wall & Darcy 

Sarah Darnley-Stuart & Penny 

Sean/Jo McAlister & Pepper  

Shinta/Damon Benilda/Searle & Rama 

Stephanie Sheldon & Darcy 

Stuart/Shannon Henry & Harper 

Susan Pickersgill & Ollie 

Tanya Losanno & Stella 

Tessa Bennett De Jong& Bailey 

Toni Greaves & Harry 

Tristyn Lowe & Toby 

 

CONSOLIDATION TO GRADUATION 

 

Alicia/Alan Martin & Essie 

Angharad Lodwick & Tabasco 

Beck/Mick Fordyce & Lacey 

Cher Shearer & Xander 

John Barratt & Terry 

Marie Byrne & Bailey 

Natalie/Adrian Chynoweth/Rawsthorn & Willow 

Sharn Ogden & Sachi 

Sita Matthews & Lochie  

 

GRADUATION TO COMPANION 

 

Izabela Lisiecka & Major 

Jess/Brent Vujcich & Nero 

Laura Fleitas & Cooper 

 

COMPANION I TO COMPANION II 

 

Sophie Dunstone & Elke 

 

Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so 

that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue. 

Results  are based on available documentation. 

Due to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in mid-March, Term One classes were cut short and 

the majority of class members above Foundation level were recommended to repeat when  

classes resumed in Term Three. A small number of members above Foundation level were  

promoted based on their class performance and they are listed below. 
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   Training Tip  
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Scenes from Sunday classes 

Above:  Big dog or small hoop? Aah, big dog! Irish 

Wolfhound ‘Alba’ demonstrates one of her location 

target behaviours in the Companion (Level 4) class. Her 

reward? Getting to lick fish paste from a jar offered by 

her handler Janet. It clearly works for Alba! 

 

Left: Nathalie and her Staffie ‘Luigi’ demonstrate great 

focus in their Companion class. Perfect! 

 

Below: Handlers in Consolidation (Level 2) prepare to 

practice Mealtime Manners with their attentive dogs.  

 

(Photos: Anne Robertson) 



Do you have a photo you’d like to  

share with other members through  

The Good Companion? 
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Above:  

COVID-19 Zoom meetings have shed some insight into the ‘other’ lives of members involved in the Club’s 

various management groups. 

Here’s a makeshift iPad ‘stand’ from a foodie/dog training nerd in our midst. 

Who could it be? 

 
A commitment to using the most positive, least 

intrusive effective interventions slows us down  

so that we think before we act, and make 

choices about the means by which we 

accomplish behaviour goals 

~ Dr Susan Friedman ~ 
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 The Vet is In 

Kennel Cough — Everything you need to know 

© August 2020 — Dr Sandra Hassett, BVSc  MBA  MIVCA  CCRT 
    Sandra is a life member of the ACT Companion Dog Club  

A small number of cases of Kennel Cough have 

been reported to the Club recently. This article 

provides some useful information about this 

illness.  

 

Kennel Cough is the 

common term for a 

condition more 

correctly known as 

Infectious 

Tracheobronchitis. As 

the name suggests, the 

condition is caused by 

infectious agents such 

as viruses, bacteria and 

rickettsia (micro-organisms similar to bacteria). 

The trachea and the bronchi (the big and 

medium-sized airways to the lungs) are the parts 

of the body that are inflamed by the infection.  

 

What’s in a name?  The common name ‘Kennel 

Cough’ is given because boarding kennels are 

often one of the places where these infections 

can be contracted. here are four main reasons 

for this:  

 

• Dogs in boarding kennels are stressed and so 

their immune systems are not as effective as 

they may be at other times.  

• Dogs in boarding kennels come from many 

different locations and often bring different 

strains of the infectious agents with them. 

Dogs from other locations that come to the 

kennels may be immunologically naïve, not 

having encountered these different strains, 

and so be more susceptible to infection.  

• Dogs in boarding kennels often bark more 

than usual, thus inflaming their upper airways 

and leaving them more susceptible to 

infection.  

• Dogs in boarding kennels are kept in close 

proximity to each other and so it is easier for 

the infection to spread.  

 

It is clear that these causal factors can also 

occur in many other situations. The cause is not 

related to poor hygiene or the general care of 

dogs in kennels. 

 

Kennel Cough is highly contagious, with 

infected dogs shedding the agents in their 

secretions which both drip where they stop and 

sniff, and spread as they cough. So, even dogs 

that are just going for a walk can pick up an 

infection by sniffing about where other infected 

dogs have sniffed. 

 

Symptoms: The incubation period for Kennel 

Cough is usually 5-10 days but with a range of 2-

14 days depending on the infectious agent 

involved. The course of the infection is usually 

about the same, although in some dogs the 

cough can persist for 3-4 weeks. The cough is 

characteristically harsh and paroxysmal. Most 

dogs remain relatively bright and active during 

the infection although some may become 

lethargic and go off their food. Although rare, 

dogs can develop pneumonia and become 

seriously ill. Dogs with pre-existing cardio-

respiratory conditions, such as congestive heart 

failure, or dynamic airway disease, are more at 

risk of complications. Very old dogs and puppies 

are also more susceptible.  

 

Care and treatment: Exercise and excitement 

exacerbate the symptoms, as does breathing 

very dry air. So keeping your dog calm and 

quiet at home and humidifying the air helps to 

minimise their distress. Antibiotics may reduce 

the duration of the infection if the causal agent 

is bacterial and certainly reduces the risk of 

secondary bacterial infection. Cough 

suppressants and anti-inflammatories are also 

sometimes used if the cough is particularly 

severe.  

 

The infectious period lasts for as long as the dog 

shows symptoms. It is very important to keep 

your dog at home during this time. This applies 

especially to taking your dog to places where 

lots of dogs congregate. So, coming to training 

classes is definitely out as is visiting dog parks or 

going to dog shows or trials. Also, ideally, it is 

better not to take them for walks.  

 

Prevention: Vaccination is available for several 

of the major causal agents of Kennel Cough, 

particularly the bacteria Bordetella 

bronchiseptica and the viruses Canine 

Adenovirus and Canine Parainfluenza. However, 

the vaccinations only protect against these 

agents specifically – just as human flu vaccines 

protect against certain strains of flu and not the 

common cold. 
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Why “sit” happens … continued

The Club is accredited under the ACT 

Government’s ActSmart business recycling 

program in recognition of its waste 

management initiatives.  

 

Please do the right thing and always use the 

most appropriate bin to dispose of rubbish on 

the Club grounds. Unsure? Read the posters on 

the bins and around the grounds to make the 

right choice. 

 

Did you know that most drink bottles and cans 

now attract a 10 cent refund under the ACT 

Government’s Container Deposit Scheme? The 

Club is collecting refundable containers as a  

fund-raising initiative so please put any 

refundable containers you use on the grounds in 

the designated bin in the Clubhouse. 

You can also drop your refundable containers 

at any of the ACT Government’s Return-It 

locations (see https://www.returnit.com.au/

locations/) and donate your refund to the Club 

so that we can use the donated funds for 

special fundraising projects (we need LOTS of 

containers to meet our goals!). 

Our Return-It account number is 0262957764  

 

Keep the number in your wallet at all times! 

And remember, in the ACT disposable coffee 

cups can be placed in the mixed recycling  

(yellow-lidded) bins — at the Club and at 

home. 

 

We also recycle all the batteries used for timing 

equipment at the Club’s Agility trials and Flyball 

race meets. After they are exhausted we send 

them to Battery World in Phillip. 

 

And we collect and recycle all the used 

aluminium coffee pods used in the Club shop. 

 

Did you know we use compostable poo bags at 

the Club, too?  

 

Do you take extra 

poo bags from the 

dispensers around 

the Club grounds 

so that you have a 

ready supply at 

home? 

 

If you like the 

bags and want 

to use them 

elsewhere please 

purchase bulk 

suppliers from the 

PAWS Shop.  

 

Packs of 50 cost $6.00. This helps the Club 

cover its costs.  

  ActSmart Recycling 

    By Heather McPherson 

Above: Labrador Retriever ‘Pepsey’ and Pug 

‘Melody’ are ready to respond to any requests – 

working from home during COVID-19 

(Photo: Heather McPherson) 

https://www.returnit.com.au/locations/
https://www.returnit.com.au/locations/


 Club Activities 

BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING 

 
The Club offers four levels of Behaviour Training 

classes for all breeds and ages of dogs to learn 

how to behave appropriately at home and in 

the community. These classes will help you 

understand how your dog learns and will teach 

you how to train your dog to be a good 

companion. The focus is on teaching practical 

life skills such as learning to relax, walking on 

lead without pulling; to come when called; to 

sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at 

doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and 

to socialize appropriately with dogs and 

people. You will need to ring up to book your 

dog in (see Office contact details on page 10). 

You should do this several weeks in advance of 

your desired entry date to ensure that you will 

get a place. Dates for the next course can be 

found in the Calendar on the website. 

 

DOGS-AS-THERAPY 

 
Members and their dogs visit nursing homes 

and schools to provide pet therapy for residents 

and students. If you have a dog that is people 

and dog friendly and isn’t fazed by noise and 

movement this activity might be for you. Note: 

This activity is currently suspended due to 

COVID-19 public health measures. 

 

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB 

 

Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials 

(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high 

degree of handler-dog team work and 

precision over a range of exercises at different 

levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork, 

retrieving, scent work, taking directions a 

distance and stays. In most cases, dogs must 

have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to be admitted to 

the entry-level Obedience Skills class. 

 

Rally  –  Rally is an obedience competition that 

requires the handler and dog team to 

negotiate a course in the heel position and to 

perform various manoeuvres such as sits, 

downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers 

are able to praise their dog while it is working. In 

most cases, dogs must have completed the 

Obedience Skills class (above) to participate in 

Rally classes. 

 

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach 

your dog to negotiate different obstacles such 

as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog 

walks and weave poles.  Once you have 

gained some basic skills, the challenge is to 

learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one 

obstacle to another on a course, and the 

courses change each time so that you and 

your dog are constantly being challenged to 

improve your skills. To start training dogs must 

be at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; physically sound and not overweight; 

and under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities. Dogs are subject to an intake 

test to assess their suitability to start training). 

 

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles, 

release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their 

handler over the hurdles.  It is a fast and furious 

team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy.  

Dogs must be at least 12 months old to ensure 

the dog’s skeletal and musculature system is 

strong enough; physically sound and not 

overweight; and under control off-lead around 

other dogs and activities. In most cases, dogs 

must have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Flyball.  

 

Dances with Dogs (DWD) – In this sport 

handlers take obedience skills to a new level by 

performing routines to music with their dogs. All 

you need to get involved is a love of music, the 

desire to have a great time with your dog and 

a commitment to rewards-based training. DWD 

is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of 

all breeds, sizes and ages.  In 2020 a new 

sport—Trick Dogs—is offered as the entry level 

for the DWD program. In most cases, dogs must 

have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Trick classes.   

 

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports 

involves the dog following a scent trail left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted 

during the cooler months due to the risk of 

snakes. The Club provides an information 

session in autumn and organizes ‘peer-support’ 

training to help members get started. 

Conditions apply to joining the Club for this 

sport due to its seasonal nature. 

 

 

For more information about the Club’s activities 

refer to the relevant contacts or leave your 

name at the Club Office (page 10) 
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News from the Paws Shop 

By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager 

OPENING TIMES 

Wednesday   9.45am - 12.15pm 

Thursday         6.15- 9.15pm 

Sunday            9:15am - 12.15pm 
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    The Trainer’s Pouch ($30.00-$35.00) 

Australian-made, easy to clean silicone 

Available in two sizes 

Lambs Ears  

Crunchy, chewy treats 

$1.20 each or 10 for $10.00 

Food Puzzles For Enrichment 

Kong Gyro from $18.50 

Kong Wobbler from $30.00 

Kong Quest Bone from $15.00 

Classic Kongs from $10.00 

See the full list of  

shop stock on page 40 

NEW 

NEW 

Slow Feeder Plates & Licki Mats 

($15.00-$19.00) 

Dishwasher and freezer safe 

Spread soft foods (cooked vegetables, 

tinned sardines, cottage cheese, mince) 

and let your dog forage.  

   Snuffle/Forage Mats ($35.00) 

Handmade in South Australia 

Sprinkle small kibble among the fleecy tufts. 

Great for supervised foraging by puppies 
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      Class Times   

 BEHAVIOUR TRAINING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Level 1 -  Foundation (Puppy) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 1 - Foundation (Adult) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 2 - Consolidation 10:00 - 11.00am 8.00 - 9.00pm 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Level 3 - Graduation 11.30am - 12.30pm 8.00 - 9.00pm 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Level 4 - Companion 11.30am - 12.30pm 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Companion Plus 10:00 - 11.00am - 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Drill /Demonstration Team - - 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Companion (Level 4) class times may vary from term to term 

OBEDIENCE TRIALLING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Skills Class (entry level) 10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - Assessed in class 

Obedience Trialling  11:15am -12.15pm 8.00 - 9.00pm - N/A 

RALLY  Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

All levels (except entry level – 

see Skills Class above) 
10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - N/A 

AGILITY Monday Tuesday Wednesday Assessment 

Level One 6.00 - 7.15pm - - Assessed in class 

Level Two  7.15 - 8.45pm - - Assessed in class 

Level Three - - 6.15 - 7.45pm Assessed in class 

Level Four  - - 6.45 - 8.15pm  Assessed in class 

Novice 

6.45 - 8.15pm 

(Sunday and 

Monday) 

- - Trial performance 

Excellent/Masters - 7.00 - 8.30 pm - Trial performance 

Agility classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5). Class times/days may vary from term to term 

FLYBALL Wednesday Sunday   

Beginners - 12.30 - 1.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Intermediate - 1.30 - 2.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Advanced - 2.30 - 3.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Squad training (on demand) 6.45 - 7.45pm -  N/A 

Flyball classes are usually held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks 

DANCES WITH DOGS AND TRICKS DOGS  Wednesday * Saturday   

Tricks  7.00 - 7.45pm 
From 12.30pm 

Assessed in class 

DWD  8.00 - 8.45pm Assessed in class 

* DWD/Tricks classes are usually held in the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground on Wednesdays. 

In Term 4 (2020) they will be held at CDC and only on Saturdays  

 

(subject to Covid-19 arrangements) 



     Calendar of Events 2020 
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ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO COVID-19 MEASURES IN PLACE AT THE TIME 

CHECK THE CLUB’S WEBSITE FOR LATEST DETAILS  

SEPTEMBER  Wed 16 CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training  classes end (week 9)   

  Thu 17 CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training  classes end (week 9)   

  Sun 20 CDC Term 3 Behaviour Training  classes end (week 9)   

 

Tues 22 

Closing date for written nominations for Honorary Life Membership submitted 

to Committee for consideration at Annual General Meeting; Notice of Annual 

General Meeting posted in the club house and advertised in the press.  

  Wed 23 Session 4 agility ends 

  Sat 26 ACT School holidays start 

  

Tues 29 

Committee meeting – Clubhouse / Agility intake assessment (session 5) / 

Closing date for written notices of motion to be submitted to Secretary for 

tabling at the Annual General Meeting (other motions may be presented at 

the AGM with the resolution of the meeting)  

OCTOBER Thu 1 Instructor renewals due 

  Sun 4 Daylight saving starts  

  Mon 5 Labour Day Public Holiday / Session 5 agility commences 

 Tues 6 Agenda for Annual General Meeting posted in the clubhouse  

  Sat 10 CDC Double Rally trial (afternoon) 

  Mon 12 ACT School Term 4 starts 

 Tues 13 Closing date for submission of nominations for 2020-21 Committee  

  
Wed 14 

CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training  classes start / Tuggeranong Dog Training 

Club Ribbon Agility Trial * 

  Thu 15 CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training  classes start 

  Sun 18 CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training  classes start  

 Tues 20 ACT Companion Dog Club Annual General Meeting (see pages 8-9) 

  Sat 24 Tuggeranong Dog Training Club Obedience Trial * 

  Tue 27 Committee meeting – clubhouse  / Dogs ACT Annual General Meeting * 

  
Sat 31 

Eligibility for annual pointscore awards and titles ends / CDC Agility Jumping 

and Games Trial 

NOVEMBER Sun 1 Albury & Border Kennel Club Inc Obedience Trial * 

  
Sat 7 

CDC Obedience Trial (evening) / Submission of applications for annual 

pointscore awards and titles close 

  Sat 14 Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Rally trial *  

  Mon 16 Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Ribbon Jumping Trial *  

  Tue 24 Committee meeting – clubhouse 

 Sat 21 Tuggeranong Dog Training Club Rally trial *  

DECEMBER Tue 1 CDC Ribbon Gamblers Trial 

  Wed 2 CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training  classes end (week 8) 

  Thu 3 CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training  classes end (week 8)  

  Sun 6 CDC Term 4 Behaviour Training classes end (week 8)   

  Wed 9 Session 5 agility ends 

 Fri 18 ACT School holidays start 

   

  HOLIDAY BREAK — SEE YOU IN FEBRUARY 2021 

  * Not held on CDC  grounds 



 

Off-lead exercise at our Club 
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 Do the right thing: 

 Read the ‘Using the club 

grounds’ brochure on the 

website as well as the 

gate signs. 

 Play safe - use common 

sense in the off-lead 

areas. 

 Keep your dog away from 

gates when other dogs 

are entering and leaving. 

Always ask and gain 

permission from 

everyone before going 

into an area that is 

already occupied. 

  Enter on lead and remove 

the lead while your dog is 

sitting. 

  Keep moving to minimise 

tension and scuffles 

between dogs. 

  Stay alert and keep an 

eye on your dog. 

 Do not allow your dog to 

fence-run. It is not 

appropriate behaviour. 

  Always reward your dog 

for coming to you. 

  Avoid using balls and 

other toys if you are 

sharing the area with 

other dogs. 

  Leave immediately if your 

dog becomes anxious, or 

is annoying or aggressive 

towards other dogs. 

  Limit your time to 15 

minutes if other members 

are waiting to use the 

same area. 

  Always clean up after 

your dog. 

Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas. 

Read the gate signs and the poster on the Club’s outside noticeboards. 

You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked. 

NOTE:  

Due to COVID-19 

measures there is 

no use of off-lead 

areas 30 minutes 

before or after  

Behaviour Training  

classes in Term 4 


