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  Celebrate our Annual Awards 

  Catch up with all our dog sports 

  Understand behaviour and health 

  Learn how to give medications 
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Term 1 classes end on 
Sunday 2 April  

 
Classes resume after the school holidays 

from Monday 24th April (except Agility) * 
 

* For more information see https://actcdc.org.au/calendar/ 
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AUTUMN 
BREAK 

 

Made of corn, these bags are  
completely plastic free, and Australian 

certified compostable. They will  
breakdown in compost with the  

enclosed dog waste in the same way  
as a cob of corn does naturally. 

 
A family-based Australian business, the 
team at Compost-A-Pak are partnering 
with our Club during March to provide a 

members’ 40% discount across their 
Dog Bag range. 

 
If you have any questions, you can  
contact Marlie from their team on  

02 4954 3023 
 

** Offer ends 31 March 2023 ** 

Compost-A-Pak® Dog Bags are a sustainable alternative to plastic dog bags. 
 

To make the switch from plastic, simply log into the Compost-A-Pak website at 
www.compostapak.com.au click on the Dog Waste Bags, and when checking out 

enter the Discount Code ACTCDC 

https://actcdc.org.au/calendar/
http://www.compostapak.com.au
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It’s important to know:  

The opinions and claims expressed in this publication, whether in articles, correspondence or in any other form, 

are not necessarily those of the ACT Companion Dog Club Inc.  Neither the Editor nor the ACT Companion 

Dog Club Inc accepts responsibility for the accuracy of these items nor endorses the opinions or services of 

third parties mentioned in this publication.  The ACT Companion Dog Club Inc gives permission for the 

reprinting of articles appearing in The Good Companion, except where copyright has been stated, provided 

acknowledgement is given to the Club and the author. 
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Cover picture 

Anne-Marie McGowan’s nine-year-old Golden Retriever ‘Rusty’ waiting expectantly in the Kissing Booth at the 

Club’s Xmas Party in December 2022. Anne-Marie and Rusty are members of the Club’s Display Team 

(Photo by Vitaliy Yermachkov) 
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Thanks to our volunteers  

The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Term One (February-April 2023): 

 

Behaviour Training: Natalie Aked, Catriona Anderson, Stuart Barrow, Oliver Caddick, Steve 

Cavanagh, Christina Erwin, Shari Gabriel, Dianne Gallasch, Jacqui Gawne, Barbara Gough, 

Sharon Haines, Linda Harper, Peter Hendriks, Jill Howlett, Scott Howlett, Hilarie Kemp, Hari Lodwick, 

Marcelo Munoz, Penny Pardoe-Matthews, Heather McPherson, Kathleen Plowman, Lesley Pothan, 

Anne Robertson, Emily Smith, Linda Spinaze, Fiona Straffon, Jackie Trotter, Cathy Vaughan, 

Deborah Verco, Kirsten Volz, Claire Weekes, Julie Whitmore, Cherie Wilkinson, Chris Woodgate, 

Julie Young  Reserves: Jill Bradfield, Kerry Deans, Veronica Doerr 

 

Agility (Session 1): Di Adams, Wendy Hathaway, Sean Hodgman, 

Denise Iglesias, Lucy Jesiolowski, Simone Pensko, Leslie Roberts, 

Maureen Lewis, Wendy Stewart 

 

Obedience Trialling and Rally: Vikki Evans, Laraine Frawley, Charlie 

Giles, Naarilla Hirsch, Sue Howie, Lara Sedgmen, Trish Woodman  

Reserves: Joanne Hagan 

 

Flyball: Vanessa March, Cathy Vaughan 

 

Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog: Jill Bradfield, Lesley Pothan, Raelene Stewart, Cherie Wilkinson  

THANK YOU 

— CDC’s volunteer instructors — 

Serving the Club’s community for 65 years! 

 

All the Club’s instructors are volunteers who love to help fellow Club members improve the bond with 

their dogs through training.  Our instructors thrive on positive reinforcement too—praise is good! 



 From the Dog Kennel  

Editor and President — Anne Robertson  

Welcome to the first issue of The Good 

Companion for 2023 – the Club’s 65th year 

serving the Canberra community and the 50th 

anniversary of the Club’s newsletter for 

members. More on some of the Club’s 

milestones in future issues of the magazine this 

year. 

 

The Club’s services continue to be in very high 

demand and new enrolments for our quarterly 

Behaviour Training classes are now booking out 

within an hour of opening online. We know this 

is frustrating for prospective new members. If 

you have family or friends keen to join the Club 

please share the following information with 

them. 

 

Each term we have the capacity to take on 88 

new members to start our Behaviour Training 

program (the equivalent of 11 new weekly 

classes). In addition to these classes, each 

week we offer approximately 

25 classes to continuing 

members and a further 20 

classes for members involved 

in dog sports training. We 

cater to about 450 dogs and 

handlers each week. All 

classes are conducted by 

instructors who volunteer their 

time each week because they 

love what they do and want 

to give back to the Club and 

the community. It takes about 

six months to develop additional instructors and 

these instructors - like all our instructors - come 

from the ranks of the Club’s membership. We 

develop new instructors every year to expand 

our instructor resources and to keep pace with 

any losses through illness, relocation, family 

pressures and the like. 

 

The Club - like other community-based dog 

training clubs in Canberra - is a not-for-profit 

volunteer-based organisation. All community-

based training clubs in Canberra are 

experiencing very high demand for their 

services and have experimented with different 

ways to manage that demand. We try to give 

all prospective members an equal chance by 

publicising when our enrolments open well in 

advance and advising prospective members to 

refresh their browsers and be online as soon as 

bookings open. While we could take on more 

new members that would increase the size of 

our classes. In turn, class size impacts on the 

quality of the service we can 

provide and can affect the 

welfare of the dogs in class. We 

do the best we can to balance 

the pressures we face. 

 

New enrolments for our Term 2 

Behaviour Training (Foundation level) classes will 

open online on Wednesday 5 April at 

approximately 10.00am. Read the Frequently 

Asked Questions at https://actcdc.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2022/09/FAQs-for-website-

October-2022.pdf for further information. 

 

Existing members wishing to continue their 

training simply need to inform their instructor to 

be assigned to a class in the following term. 

There is no need to pay an additional fee 

(unless your membership is due for renewal in 

which case you will receive an email from the 

Club). If you have a NEW puppy or ADDITIONAL 

dog that you would like to enrol 

in Behaviour Training 

(Foundation level) classes  

please email the Club BEFORE 

online bookings open and we 

will hold a place for you (a fee 

of $52.00 applies for each 

additional dog). We cannot 

guarantee a new place for you 

AFTER online bookings open. 

 

And if you would like to get 

involved in one of the Club’s 

dog sports, applications are open all year 

round. Check the eligibility requirements on the 

relevant activity page on the website and 

follow the directions to apply. There is no 

additional cost to embark on additional 

activities unless you are adding a new puppy or 

dog to your membership to do these activities. 

 

Given the demand for classes, membership of 

the Club is a highly valued commodity. Make 

the most of your membership by regularly 

attending classes, practising at home to 

achieve your goals, and coming along to 

watch trials and competitions to see what other 

activities may suit you and your dog. Keep in 

touch through the magazine, website and 

Facebook page. 

 

I hope you enjoy all the news in this issue of The 

Good Companion—there is a lot to celebrate—

and continue to enjoy your relationship with the 

Club. 
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COMMITTEES 2022-23 

President 

Senior Vice-President 

 

Junior Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

 Anne Robertson  – Work Health & Safety, Magazine, Annual Awards 

Lesley Pothan – Behaviour Training Convenor, Dogs-as-Therapy  

Co-ordinator 

Neale Prescott – Grounds Co-ordinator 

Sharon Haines – Insurance, Grants 

Heather McPherson – Public Officer  

Main Committee Members  Barbara Gough – Events & Promotion 

Wendy Hathaway – Obedience Trialling & Rally Liaison 

Kirstin Henderson – Security, Business Recycling Program 

Vanessa March – Social Media, Flyball Convenor  

Katrina Morton – Shop, Housekeeping, Clubhouse Maintenance 

Maxine Robinson – Scent Work Convenor, Tracking Liaison 

Wendy Stewart – Agility Convenor 

Cherie Wilkinson – Dances with Dogs & Trick Dog Liaison 

Behaviour Training  Convenor  Lesley Pothan, Members  Anne Robertson, Kath Hallam,  

Hilarie Kemp, Jess McNamara–Rice, Penny Pardoe-Matthews,  

Jackie Trotter, Julie Whitmore 

Obedience Trialling & Rally   Convenor Laraine Frawley Members  Judith Barlow, Wendy Hathaway, 

Simone Hey, Jeanette Johnson, Catherine Perry, Lara Sedgmen,  

Anne Walkington, Geoff Woodman, Patricia Woodman  

Flyball Training & Competition  Convenor Vanessa March Members Mick Fordyce, Angharad Lodwick,  

Cathy Vaughan  

Agility Training & Trialling  Convenor  Wendy Stewart Members  Natasha Davies, Emma Easton, 

Cheyne Fischer, Kirstin Henderson, Karen Hobson, Dana Simonsen,  

Kylie White, Steph Windsor 

Dances with Dogs & Trick Dogs  Convenor  Amy Smith  Members Jill Bradfield, Tara McLaughlin, Holly  

Rieger, Raelene Stewart, Claire Weekes, Cherie Wilkinson 

Scent Work  Convenor  Maxine Robinson  Members Wendy Hathaway, Naarilla Hirsch 

Rachel McKeever, Claire Weekes 

Tracking  Convenor  Jake Blight   

Members  Joanne Hagan, Sandra Hassett 

Instructors’ Library  Karen Haines  

PAWS Shop  Amelia Wettern 

Secom Security   1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535  

Page | 6 The Good Companion | March 2023| Vol 35 | No 1 

About Our Club 

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), established in 

1958 as the first dog training Club in the ACT, has 

an average household membership of around 600 

each year. It is a non-profit organisation relying 

mostly on volunteers to run activities with some 

occasional grant assistance. About 90 instructors 

volunteer their time to conduct Behaviour Training 

and dog sport classes in Agility, Dances With Dogs, 

Flyball, Obedience Trialling, Rally, Tracking and 

Tricks from February to November each year. The 

Club also has a Dogs-As-Therapy group that visits 

nursing homes and occasionally schools with their 

dogs  for the enjoyment of the residents and 

support for students. 

While much of the work in maintaining and running 

the Club is undertaken on a volunteer basis we do 

have some paid help. We have a paid office manager 

and a junior shop assistant and the mowing of the 

grounds is undertaken by a contractor. The Club 

caters for disabled access with paved paths, 

designated parking spaces and toilet facilities. 

The aims and objectives of the Club are to: 

 

• promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs; 

• teach members to train their dogs, of whatever 

breed, in dog obedience and other related canine 

skills, using motivational training methods; 

• promote participation and training in a range of 

dog sports; 

• promote and participate in dog training and other 

activities associated with dog training; 

• support the rights of dog owners, provided that 

such ownership is conducted in a responsible 

manner; 

• actively promote community interaction with dogs; 

• provide facilities necessary or convenient for its 

activities; 

• promote positive relationships between owners 

and dogs; and 

• enhance the development of social skills of dogs. 
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 What’s Coming Up At Our Club ? 

How can I find out what is on at the Club? 

 

Our Club has a very full calendar—with training 

classes covering seven activities each week 

during the day and on weekends as well as 

competitions (trials) for those activities on some 

weeknights and weekends. We also hire the 

grounds out to third parties for dog-related 

activities.  

 

It is worth checking both the Calendar and 

Class Timetable pages on the Club’s website to 

identify what activities are going on at the 

Club on any given date and time.  

 

CALENDAR (https://actcdc.org.au/calendar/) - 

Our calendar is regularly updated with any 

new dates. The calendar page has search 

functionality: you can search by category 

(simply click on the down arrow on the right 

hand side of the page and click on the 

category relevant to you). Events have been 

tagged so that they correspond to various 

categories. Alternatively, you can do a free 

text search using any search term you can 

think of by using the field with the magnifying 

glass icon below the ‘Category’ field. 

 

CLASS TIMETABLES (https://actcdc.org.au/class-

timetables/) - Class times are updated prior to 

the start of each term. There is a date at the 

top of the page that shows when information 

was last updated. We have also added a new 

activity to this page that lists when Club 

facilities are formally hired. This new activity is 

called ‘Facility Hire’. Click on the down arrow 

to reveal what areas have been hired and the 

dates/times these areas have been hired. 

Other hires will be added during the year as 

they are approved. 

 

Ground closures (for maintenance or other 

activities) and class cancellations (due to 

weather etc) are also announced on 

Facebook. Please note: you do NOT need a 

Facebook account to see our Facebook page. 

Our address is https://www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogclub/ and you will be able 

to see the latest posts. 

 

These channels are made available for your 

information. Please check them regularly. 

 

What dog sports events are coming up at the 

Club ? 

 

The Club will be holding its annual two-day 

Agility Trial on Easter Saturday and Easter 

Sunday  (8-9 April). This is a big and busy event 

for the Club attracting competitors from the 

local region as well as NSW and Victoria. And 

this year we’ve gone international and our 

judges are coming all the way from New 

Zealand! It is always interesting to see the 

different styles and challenges that visiting 

judges bring to the competition. 

 

Judging starts at 8.30am both days. Spectators 

are welcome but please leave your dogs at 

home as the grounds will be fully used for the 

event. 

 

I hear Tracking training is about to start for the 

year. How can I find out more? 

 

Read all about the introductory theory and 

practical sessions for Tracking training on  

page 9. 

 

How should I prepare for classes in the colder 

months? 

 

It can be VERY, VERY cold on the Club grounds 

during the winter months, especially if you train 

on Thursday nights (or other evenings for 

Agility). It is a good idea to wear a beanie, 

scarf, several layers of clothes—including a 

windproof jacket—and shoes with very thick 

soles. You might even wish to invest in a battery 

-operated heated jacket. The Club’s weather 

policy has some great advice, see https://

actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/

cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0

_february_2020_.pdf).  

 

If you are participating in Behaviour Training 

classes, please check the Club’s public 

Facebook page for advice on class 

cancellations. Because Obedience Trialling 

and Rally classes are held concurrently with 

Behaviour Training classes we often cancel 

classes jointly to avoid any confusion. The 

Club’s other dog sports have their own policies 

on class cancellations so please check with 

your sports instructor about your sport’s class 

arrangements due to weather and other 

conditions.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogclub/ 

https://actcdc.org.au/calendar/
https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub/
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub/


Is Your Membership Due ? 

        Contact Us 

Phone 02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604 

Web www.actcdc.org.au 

Office 240 Narrabundah Lane, 

Symonston  ACT 2609 

 

• Tuesday-Friday 12 noon-2:00pm 

• Thursday    6:00pm-9:15pm 

• Sunday              9:00am-12:15pm 
 

Office Manager: Marika Mueller  

          CLOSED MONDAY 

 

Compliments, suggestions or ideas?  

Contact the Club: 

Email contact@actcdc.org.au 
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We will send you a renewal notice via email  

Renewals are now undertaken online using our  

membership management system. 

Instructions are provided in the email. 

You have one month to pay your renewal 

to remain financial. 

  In order to renew, members are expected to participate regularly in 

the Club’s training classes throughout the year as the Club does not 

offer ‘grounds use only’ memberships. We do offer a wide variety of 

training activities that will enrich your relationship with your dog, provide it with 

mental and physical stimulation and enable it to become the best companion it 

can be. And there is something for every dog and handler—young and old  

(see page 67). 

Fees (from 1 October 2022) 

Joining Fee (household) $99.00 

Annual Subscription  (household) for 

one dog 
$315.00 

One additional dog  

Two additional dogs 

Three additional dogs 

$52.00 

$104.00 

$156.00 

Members may participate in any number of  

activities under this flat-fee structure but are  

required to complete an ‘Additional Dog and 

Activity Form’, must meet the eligibility  

requirements for the activity and must be  

accepted into the activity before commencing 

training. Wait-lists may apply. See ’What we offer 

> Activities’ on the website for further  

information about each activity. 

Instructors’ Fee $30.00 

Casual Visitors Fee 

• Conditions apply 

• Contact the Club Office 

$5.00 -

$52.00 

Facilities Hire is available to third parties for dog-

related training and trialling activities.  

• Conditions apply 

• Contact the Club Office  

Grounds use only membership is NOT offered  

http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Tracking is an 

activity that 

involves a dog 

following a human scent to find a ‘lost’ person.  

All dogs already know how to track.  The tricky 

bit is teaching them to follow the scent you 

want them to without becoming distracted by 

other scents, like kangaroos and rabbits.  

Generally dogs really enjoy tracking.  It is a 

great sport for pretty much any dog. It is never 

too early to start a puppy tracking as it is a fun 

and low stress activity.  It is also a great activity 

for older dogs who can’t (or shouldn’t) be 

jumping.  It is always one dog at a time and 

always on lead so even dogs who lack some 

social skills can participate.   

 

While tracking is easy for dogs it can be quite 

tricky for their humans to understand – we 

simply don’t ‘see’ the world through our noses 

in the way dogs do.  But despite our sensory 

shortcomings it is great fun to see dogs doing 

things we can’t and to see your dog grow in 

confidence as they lead their ‘scent-blind’ 

human along a track.  Tracking can be done in 

the bush or in urban environments.  

 

CDC is the only club in the region to provide 

members with assistance with tracking.  We do 

this through an annual introductory session 

(which has a theory and a practical 

component).  There is also an intermediate skills 

session later in the season and two or three 

tracking trials.  Trials are not only an opportunity 

for advanced dogs to be tested, they are a 

great opportunity to learn more about tracking 

and how to set tracks.  We also have an email 

and Facebook group where people can 

discuss tracking questions and get assistance.  

Plus we encourage members to work together 

in pairs or small group to set up regular training 

sessions at a location convenient to them (this 

will depend on where you live and whether you 

are interested in bush or urban tracking). 

 

When initially teaching a dog to track, a 

common method is to have a friend hold the 

dog (or to tie the dog up to something secure) 

and to then walk 20 metres or so away into 

long grass while squeaking a favourite toy or 

rattling a container of food.  You then put the 

toy/food down and walk a ‘loop’ back to the 

dog (so you don’t cross your own track).  As 

soon as you get back you let the dog rush off 

(on a lead and harness with you following) to 

find the toy/ food and get a big reward.  At first 

the dog may simply run in the direction they 

last saw the toy/food but as 

scent is a dog’s primary 

sense they will quickly turn to 

using their nose.  Once the 

dog gets the hang of the 

game you can start to make 

the tracks longer and older.  

To make real progress you 

need to train a few times a 

week at first, this can be 

spread our further as you 

and your dog gain skills.  

 

Starting techniques and 

more are discussed in our 

introductory session (see 

above). There are also some 

good books on tracking.   

By Jake Blight—Convenor 

   Tracking Update  

    Want to know more? 
  

Introductory sessions 

 

5.30pm Wednesday 26 April 

Tracking theory presentation 

CDC clubhouse 

 

Saturday 29 April (morning) 

Tracking practical for beginners 
(further details at theory presentation) 

Working a track near Braidwood, winter 2022 (Photo: Joanne Hagan) 
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Did you know that the Club is managed by members—just like you—who put themselves forward 

to serve on the Club’s Main Committee or one of the Sub– committees that organise the Club’s 

many sports activities. Wendy Stewart, the Committee’s newest member, provides a little 

information about herself below. Wendy has taken over the role of Convenor of the Agility Sub-

Committee after Linda Spinaze stepped down from this position at the end of February . 

Getting to know your Committee 

When and why did you join the Club?  

We joined the Club in Term 1 of 2017 when my first 

puppy Darcy was 12 weeks old.  One day after getting 

Darcy I was told by the local vet that he was not the 

boldest dog on the planet and we needed to work on 

building his confidence.  So we commenced at the 

Club to learn how to become a team as I had no idea 

what I was doing. 

 

What do you like best about the Club?  

I like the reward-based training philosophy of the Club 

as I believe that dogs, like people, learn best with 

kindness and understanding. The grounds are amazing 

and the fact you can use them out of hours has been 

great to give my dogs training and off lead time in a 

safe environment.  I have also made many friends 

through the Club. 

 

What type of dogs do you have?  

I have two dogs: Darcy and Indie Rose. Darcy is a six 

year old Cavalier King Charles Spaniel. He is a gentle 

soul who loves to lie around on the couch and will do 

nearly anything for treats. He has a strong chase drive 

and loves Agility and chasing birds which have been 

known to distract him during an Agility run or two.  

Darcy also loves Scent Work which we hope to commence in 2023.  

Indie Rose is a four month old Working Cocker Spaniel (Wocker for short). She loves life and is super 

confident and excited to meet everyone. She does not know the meaning of rest and is 

constantly making me laugh with her antics. I am looking forward to watching her grow and 

becoming a great companion and sports dog. 

 

What attracted you to the type of dogs that you have? 

I chose the Cavalier due to their gentle nature and 

desire to please. As a first dog I thought this breed 

would make a great companion and do very well in 

an apartment. I selected my second dog for different 

reasons. Through the Club I have fallen in love with 

Agility. I chose the Wocker because they are very 

good at Agility and have a super-confident personality 

but also love to cuddle on the couch. I knew the 

breeder and the lines and thus was very confident to 

buy a dog from her. 

 

What Club training activities do you do with your dogs? 

I did Obedience with Darcy for about 18 months 

before commencing Agility which I am still involved 

with now. 

 

When can members find you at the Club? 

I am at the Club most Tuesday nights and also on 

Friday for private training. I am also an Agility instructor 

at the Club. 

Photo: Vitaliy Yermachkov 

Darcy (left) and Indie Rose (right) 



Thank you Linda ! 
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Linda joined the Club in 1995 and embarked 

on Obedience training with her black Labrador 

Retriever X ‘Cara’ – an ‘RSPCA special’. Linda 

and Cara completed Beginners in May 1995, 

came 2nd in Intermediate on Comp Day in July 

and 1st in Advanced in November the same 

year – clearly an appropriate trajectory for a 

potential instructor! And so, in 1996, Linda was 

talent-spotted by 

June Rowe and 

graduated as a 

Level 1 Obedience 

Training instructor 

(along with Lara 

Sedgmen, Louise 

Raisin and Alison 

McCann who all 

continue to instruct 

at the Club). June 

later wrote of Linda: 

“I marked her out as 

a potential 

committee member 

when she regularly 

helped put the 

chairs away after 

the instructors course 

lectures – a sure sign 

of somebody who 

sees the need for a 

job to be done and 

gets on with it, very 

desirable traits in a 

committee 

member.”  

 

Having been talent-

spotted, Linda joined the Main Committee in 

August 1996 as Maintenance Manager. At the 

time she wrote that she did so with some 

trepidation as she was not a handyman. 

However, June Rowe assured her that it was 

“just a matter of organising people to get the 

jobs done, not necessarily having the skills to 

[personally] do it”. At that time the role 

covered both building and grounds 

maintenance including plumbing and 

floodlights. Linda’s legacy from that time 

includes the planting of some of the Club’s 

magnificent trees, the laying of the long paved 

path and the fencing of the Bore paddock. 

Linda remained in the Maintenance Manager 

role for three years and then stepped up as 

President in 1999 and held that role for five 

years. During this time the Club’s Committee 

established the Club’s website; developed the 

first iteration of the Dog Arousal and Aggression 

policy; established rules for the operation of 

Sub-Committees and their relationship to the 

Main Committee; 

levelled, irrigated and 

fenced the areas 

now known as the 

Narrabundah and 

Flyball Paddocks; 

extended the Agility 

shed; asphalted the 

instructors car park; 

and supported 

instructors, members 

and the wider 

training community 

through the 

aftermath of the 2003 

bushfire. 

 

When Linda stepped 

down as President in 

August 2004, she was 

made an Honorary 

Life Member of the 

Club. Her Life 

Member citation 

noted her “tact and 

diplomacy … when 

there was a difficult 

letter to write or when 

ruffled feathers 

needed smoothing or when misunderstandings 

needed to be sorted out then Linda was 

always willing and able to deal with the issue.” 

 

I have no doubt that Linda had no intention of 

taking on the role of President again, but in 

November 2010 after a difficult Annual General 

Meeting she agreed to resume the role and 

provided much needed stability and continuity 

for the Club for another four years until August 

2014 – making her the longest serving President 

in the Club’s history. Her second term as 

President coincided with the introduction of 

DWD classes and Rally trials; the adoption of 

Honorary Life Member Linda Spinaze stepped down from her roles on the Main Committee and 

Agility Sub-committee at the end of February 2023. Linda joined the Club 28 years ago and has 

served on the Main Committee for 19 years, including nine as President. The following tribute was 

delivered at the February Committee meeting to mark Linda’s service to the Club.  

 (Prepared by Anne Robertson, President) 
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Facebook as a promotional tool; the 

celebration of the Club’s 30th anniversary at 

Symonston in conjunction with Canberra’s 

centenary; community recognition as runner-

up club under the Centenary of Canberra’s 

Club of the Year awards; and after 30 long 

years of waiting … finally, street lighting on 

Narrabundah Lane! 

 

After stepping down as President, Linda then 

spent a year on the Agility Sub-Committee 

before coming back on to the Main 

Committee in September 2015 as the Agility 

Sub-Committee’s Convenor. She has continued 

in this role ever since: guiding revisions to the 

training syllabus; delivery of classes; conduct of 

trials; development of new instructors; and 

advocating for never-ending upgrades to 

equipment to improve safety and align with 

rule changes. 

 

Linda has been a member of the Club for 28 

years and has served on the Main Committee 

for 19 of those years – and during this time she 

has also raised a family, maintained her 

physiotherapy practice, helped conserve and 

care for Cooleman Ridge in Chapman, 

instructed at the Club, trained and competed 

with her own dogs, catered for trials and social 

events, welcomed the arrival of grandchildren, 

and regularly embarked on enviable walking 

adventures overseas with her husband Roger 

Clarke. She has maintained a calm, supportive 

demeanour in her interactions with fellow 

Committee members and Club members and 

helped nurture a new generation of Agility 

instructors and sub-committee members. 

 

Linda competed in Obedience Trialling with her 

first dog ‘Cara’ in 1997 but soon discovered the 

thrill of Agility and attained her Agility Dog title 

with Cara in 1999. She became a Level 2 

Obedience instructor and an Agility instructor in 

the same year. Linda has retained her 

involvement with Agility ever since, with 

‘Tosca’ (a German Shorthaired Pointer X), 

‘Brunig‘ (a short-haired Border Collie) and most 

recently ‘Capelin‘ (also a short-haired Border 

Collie). In 2018 the Club presented Linda with 

the Handler of the Year award in recognition of 

her training skills and she and ‘Brunig’ followed 

this achievement in 2019 with the Agility Dog of 

the Year award. 

 

These words are offered in recognition and 

appreciation of Linda’s outstanding volunteer 

contribution to the management of the Club 

spanning more than 25 years. We are thankful 

that Cara brought Linda to the Club way back 

in 1995, that June quickly spotted her talent, 

and that her love of Agility and adventures with 

Tosca, Brunig and now Capelin have kept her 

with the Club all these years. 

 

Linda—enjoy taking a step back and resting on 

your laurels as a very valued Honorary Life 

Member. In saying this, we do hope that you 

will continue to instruct new Club members to 

help nurture their love of training and, perhaps, 

also inspire them to give back to the Club as 

you have done so generously for all these 

years. 

Linda and ‘Brunig’(2nd) 

with Leslie Roberts (1st) 

and Fiona Fraser (3rd) 

celebrating their 

success in the Dogs ACT 

Jumping Dog of the 

Year event  in  

October 2022 

(Photo: Carmen Kong) 



Page |13 The Good Companion | March 2023| Vol 35 | No 1 

2022 Xmas Party & Awards 

The Club held its Christmas Party and Annual Awards event on 11 December 2022. The evening 

included the presentation of perpetual trophies, keepsakes for members who earnt official titles 

with their dogs, and certificates of appreciation for members and friends who made a special 

contribution to the Club during the year. Details of recipients are provided on the following pages. 

Photos by Jane Richardson and Vitaliy Yermachkov. 

~ DOG OF THE YEAR AWARDS ~ 
 

COMPANION DOG OF THE YEAR 

 

This is the Club’s oldest and most prestigious award. The award was donated by Mrs B W 

Monahan, a committee member, way back in 1960. It was retired in 2008 and revived in 2016. 

This award recognises outstanding achievement by a handler and dog team in any discipline(s) 

supported by the Club. Outstanding achievement includes, but is not limited to, gaining high 

order titles within or across disciplines (eg Champion or Grand Champion equivalent). Apart 

from achievement, the handler must 

have made a contribution to the life of 

the Club throughout the year. 

 

Laraine Frawley and Tully 

 

This year Laraine and her eight year old 

Golden Retriever ‘Tully’ gained their 

Australian Obedience Champion title 

with a total score of 955/1000 over five 

trials. Tully is very highly motivated by food 

and loves to train and be part of 

everything. Because of his love of 

participating, Tully also competes in other 

dog sports with titles in Agility, Rally, 

Retrieving, Trick Dog and Scent Work. 

 

 
Right: Tully with his commemorative sash and 

the Club’s oldest trophy—the Companion Dog 

of the Year platter 
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Laraine is Convenor of the Club’s Obedience 

and Rally Sub-committee and regularly 

instructs both Rally and Obedience. 

 

Tully was previously awarded Obedience Dog 

of the Year in 2017 . 

 

OBEDIENCE DOG OF THE YEAR  

 

This is the Club’s most prestigious award for 

Obedience Trialling. The award is presented to 

the dog that has excelled in Obedience Trials 

during the year, preferably at or above Open 

level. In order to be considered for this award 

the handler must have made a contribution to 

the life of the Club throughout the year.  

 

Anne Walkington and Jinx 

 

This year Anne and her five year old Labrador 

Retriever ‘Jinx’ were the only team to achieve 

their Utility Dog title with two first places and 

one second for a score of 563/600. Jinx started 

Obedience Trialling in 2019 and since then has 

excelled in all three obedience levels needed 

to get to UD. Jinx loves to work with Anne and 

this close partnership is reflected in their 

success. Anne is a member of the Club’s 

Obedience Trialling and Rally Sub-committee, 

caters for trialling events, helps with equipment 

set up and informally encourages other 

handlers in class. 

 

Anne also won this award in 2018 with her 

Labrador Retriever ‘Holly’. 

AGILITY DOG OF THE YEAR 

 

This is the Club’s most prestigious award for 

Agility. The award is presented to the dog that 

has excelled in Agility Trials in the ACT during 

the year. To help assess excellence, points are 

awarded for trial performances in all forms of 

Agility except Strategic Pairs. In order to be 

considered for this award the handler must 

have made a contribution to the life of the 

Club throughout the year. 

 

Denise Iglesias and Jive 

Denise and six year old Australian Shepherd 

‘Jive’ have flourished since the COVID 

restrictions have eased and Agility trials have 

resumed. They are a pleasure to watch in the 

ring and their teamwork is lovely. Denise always 

puts Jive first when it comes to her happiness 

and safety in the ring.  Whether they win or not, 

Denise's positive attitude and the joy she shows 

with her dogs is something we should all strive 

for. Additionally, Denise is a valued member of 

the Agility community sharing her wealth of 

knowledge and training skills with other 

handlers at the Club as a Club instructor. 

 

Denise also won this award in 2018 with her 

Australian Shepherd ‘Finn’. 

 

 

Above: Jive (Photo: Denise Iglesias) 
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FLYBALL DOG OF THE YEAR 

 

This is the Club’s most prestigious award for 

Flyball. The award is presented to the dog that 

has excelled in Flyball competition as a 

member of the X-Factor team during the year. 

In order to be considered for this award the 

handler must have made a contribution to the 

life of the Club throughout the year. 

 

Vanessa March and Pippa 

 

Seven year old Border Collie ‘Pippa’ is a 

testament to how hard work achieves results. 

Despite a rocky start to her Flyball career, 

requiring temporary withdrawal from 

competition to work specifically on her chasing 

behaviour, Pippa and her handler Vanessa 

have gone on to become valued core 

members of the Club’s X-Factor Flyball team. 

Although the COVID pandemic and persistent 

rain disruptions have meant that Pippa has 

missed many racing opportunities over the past 

two years, her consistency with clean runs has 

meant that this year she achieved her Flyball 

Master Excellent title accruing 700 points. Pippa 

has grown into a mature, confident and 

reliable dog who now races well not only with 

her own team, but with Open teams and 

unfamiliar dogs when needed. With experience 

comes speed and efficiency, and Pippa has 

been part of many winning teams including first 

place in Division 1 and overall competition 

champions at the 2022 ACT State Title Flyball 

racemeet in June 2022. 

Now a seasoned handler with three dogs 

competing in Flyball, Vanessa shares her 

experience and expertise with trainees as the 

Club's second Flyball instructor. Vanessa also 

undertakes the role of Flyball Convener on the 

Club's Main Committee. Vanessa's 

commitment and organisational skills were also 

critical to the success of the Club’s 2022 

MAYhem Flyball racemeet and the submission 

of entries for other meets during the year. 

 

~ HANDLER AWARDS ~ 
 

JUNIOR HANDLER OF THE YEAR AWARD  

 

This award is presented to a junior handler 

(under 16) who has regularly attended classes 

in any discipline and has made significant 

progress in training their dog during the year. It 

is the Club’s second oldest trophy dating from 

1961. 

 

Aisha Mazouz with Ginger 

 

Thirteen year old Aisha has been training her 

young Australian Cattle Dog x Kelpie ‘Ginger’ 

in Agility for the past two years. During the past 

12 months Aisha has been working with Ginger 

to build their skills to the level where they 

recently competed in their first Agility trial and 

gained their first qualification. Aisha has a 

lovely approach to training and handles Ginger 

with confidence. They are an excellent team. 

Aisha is a delightful person and a pleasure to 

coach. She demonstrates the attributes we like 

to see in a Junior Handler. 
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JUNIOR HANDLER OF THE YEAR 

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD  
 

At the 2022 awards the Club also presented an 

encouragement award to another of the 

Club’s younger members. 

 

Michael Straffon with Nell 

 

Twelve year old Michael assists his mother 

Fiona with the training of their two year old 

Labrador Retriever ‘Nell’ in the demanding 

sport of Tracking. Michael has shown great 

dedication as a track layer: getting out of his 

nice warm bed early in the morning nearly 

every weekend during the winter months to lay 

tracks – including lying in a freezing swamp in 

Bungendore and in cold, wet grass at the 

Arboretum, Gundaroo and many other places 

– and then waiting for Nell to find him. Nell’s 

achievements have only been possible with 

Michael’s contribution to her training and the 

strong bond that he has developed with her.  

MOST IMPROVED DOG TROPHY  

 

This award is presented to the dog that has 

shown significant improvement in training in 

any discipline during the year through the 

dedication and commitment of its handler. The 

interaction and relationship between the dog 

and handler is an important consideration. This 

is the Club’s third oldest trophy dating from 

1965. 

 

Penny Ovington and Paddles  

Penny adopted ‘Paddles’ at 8 months old from 

the RSPCA. Paddles is a Golden Retriever x 

Poodle and was a very anxious dog when 

adopted. 

 

Penny and Paddles joined the Club in April 

2021 and started in the Behaviour Training 

program’s Foundation class. Penny’s goal was 

to build Paddles’ confidence and ultimately 

have a well-mannered dog. As a committee 

member of Pets and Positive Aging (PAPA), 
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Penny hoped Paddles would be good enough 

to join the Club’s Dogs-As-Therapy program. 

 

Penny has regularly attended classes every 

term repeating the Consolidation and 

Graduation levels but never giving up. Paddles 

is now almost three and she and Penny are 

now in the Level 5 Companion Plus class. 

Because of Paddles’ anxiety Penny has also 

undertaken some private one-on-one training 

to help them both. 

 

Penny and Paddles are now a great team. 

Penny started their journey with little 

knowledge of dog training, inconsistent 

handling and often feeling overwhelmed. 

Penny’s commitment has transformed Paddles 

from an anxious over-excited young dog to a 

well-behaved canine companion who 

responds well to Penny’s cues. As well, Penny 

and Paddles have recently joined the Dogs-As-

Therapy program and visit Mountain View 

Aged Care in Narrabundah.  Well done Penny 

and Paddles. 

 

HANDLER OF THE YEAR AWARD  

 

This award is presented to a member who has 

shown outstanding handling skills in training, 

competition and/or trials in any discipline 

supported by the Club during the year and 

who has brought credit to the Club through 

their commitment, dedication and conduct. 

This award was donated by the late June 

Rowe in 1999. 

 

Anne Walkington with Holly, Jinx and Mala 

 

Anne Walkington competes with multiple dogs 

in multiple dog sports. Her older Labrador 

Retrievers ‘Holly’ and ‘Jinx’ are competing in 

the higher levels of Obedience and Rally and 

she is bringing her younger Retriever ‘Mala’ – 

who has a more challenging temperament to 

her older dogs – successfully through the lower 

levels. In addition, Anne competes in Trick Dog 

and Agility and has also taken a friend’s dog 

through the lower levels of Obedience and 

Rally and gained titles with it. 

 

Anne is a member of the Club’s Obedience 

Trialling and Rally Sub-committee, caters for 

trialling events, helps with equipment set up 

and informally encourages other handlers in 

class. 

 

Anne is pictured on page 14 with her Labrador 

Jinx. 

 

~ DOG SPORT AWARDS ~ 
 

TRICK DOG ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

 

This award is presented to the handler and 

dog team that has excelled in Trick Dog tests 

and where the handler has made a 

contribution to Trick Dog training and the life of 

the Club throughout the year.  

 

Claire Weekes and Ari  

 

Claire and her lovely big teenage German 

Shorthaired Pointer ‘Ari’ received their Trick 

Dog Starters title in 2022 with a tidy aggregate 

score of 174.9/180. Claire joined the Club way 

back in 2008 with her first dog ‘Humphrey’, 

and she has been a permanent fixture ever 

since, getting involved with many of the 

different sports offered by the Club. Claire 

currently teaches Trick Dog classes for the 

Club across all levels and brings a huge 

amount of energy with her wherever she goes. 

She clearly enjoys the sport and has a passion 

for teaching and sharing that enjoyment with 

others. Claire has provided a significant 

contribution to the Trick Dog program at the 

Club, not only through her instructing but by 

actively participating on the Sub-committee 

as well. She also travels regularly to Trick Dog 

Tests in other parts of regional NSW – 

demonstrating her support for the growth of 

the sport more widely. 

 
Below: Ari at his bush block (Photo: Claire Weekes) 



Page |18 The Good Companion | March 2023| Vol 35 | No 1 

Annual awards … continued

TRICK DOG ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD  

 

This award is presented to the handler and 

dog team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Trick Dog training and has 

made commendable progress in class during 

the year. 

 

Hari Lodwick and Tabasco 

Hari and her four and a half year old Koolie X 

‘Tabasco’ have been attending Trick Dog 

classes for most of the past year. Tabasco is a 

very clever dog with high energy. He has 

found the class environment quite challenging 

as he is very sensitive to his surroundings and 

can become overwhelmed quite easily. 

Despite this, his trick training has gone 

extremely well and, when comfortable, 

Tabasco aces all of his tricks. 

 

Hari has worked really hard with Tabasco to 

the point that they successfully competed in 

Trick Dog Tests in late 2022. Hari and Tabasco 

gained two qualifying scores in Starters but 

unfortunately missed out on a third when a 

sudden noise frightened Tabasco and he left 

the ring to find comfort from his other handler. 

Hari has done a wonderful job with Tabasco to 

implement training and management 

strategies to enable him to attend training and 

competitions. In addition to her hard work with 

Tabasco, Hari has contributed to the success 

of the Club’s Trick Dog and DWD competitions 

this year, playing a major role in the 

organisation of the events and sourcing some 

generous sponsorship that we were able to 

share with competitors. 

 

BIG MAC DWD ENCOURAGEMENT 

AWARD  

 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to DWD training and has made 

commendable progress in class during the 

year. 

 

Jenny Scott and Ribbon  

 
Jenny and her three year old Cavalier King 

Charles Spaniel ‘Ribbon’ are a real joy to 

watch together. They make a lovely team and 

share a beautiful bond. During COVID lock 

down when there wasn’t much in the way of 

available training, Jenny knuckled down and 

took the opportunity to learn as much as she 

could at home. Jenny and Ribbon competed 

at the last Belconnen Dog Obedience Club 

competition and achieved one pass there. 

They also competed at the recent competition 

hosted by the Club and also travel to support 

other clubs and competitions in the region. In 

addition to working with her own dog, Jenny is 

always ready to assist and provide 

encouragement and support to her fellow 

classmates during training. She has a delightful 

enthusiasm and joy for the sport and fosters 

that in others. 
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Jenny is a huge supporter of the Club and the 

sport – illustrated by her public participation in 

the Club’s demonstration at A Pooch Affair in 

2022 where she dressed in the 1920’s flapper 

theme. We look forward to seeing what the 

future holds for this dynamic duo! 

 

TONY TURNER AWARD FOR DWD HEELWORK TO 

MUSIC 

 

This award is presented to the handler and 

dog team that has achieved high aggregate 

scores for any Heelwork to Music (HTM) titles 

and where the handler has made a 

contribution to the life of the Club throughout 

the year. 

 

Natasha Sands and Nebula 

 

Heelwork to Music is about performing up to 

eight heelwork positions (for example on the 

left and right, backwards and forwards, 

laterally in front and behind) and adding 

pizazz by choreographing these moves to 

music. Natasha and her four year old Cocker 

Spaniel ‘Nebula’ received their Heelwork To 

Music (HTM) Starters title in 2022. Nebula is now 

working towards her Novice Heelwork title 

having already achieved one of the three 

required passes. Natasha has contributed to 

the success of the Club’s Trick Dog and DWD 

competitions through consistently volunteering 

for multiple tasks. Natasha also qualified as an 

Agility instructor at the Club in 2021 and is 

currently working towards becoming an ANKC 

Trick Dog judge. Natasha and her other dog 

Pepsi won this award in 2021. 

 

PAVILION TROPHY FOR DWD FREESTYLE 

 

This award is presented to the handler and 

dog team that has achieved high aggregate 

scores for any Freestyle titles and where the 

handler has made a contribution to life of the 

Club throughout the year.  

 

Jill Bradfield and Possum 

 

Jill and her eight year old Australian Kelpie 

‘Possum’ received their Freestyle Novice title in 

2022 including both second and third place 

scores among their three passes. Jill and 

Possum have a wonderful story. Jill took 

Possum on as a foster dog but ended up 

adopting her as she was a bit too challenging 

to rehome. Possum has pushed Jill in many 

directions and ultimately forced her into the 

world of dog training – working hard to 

improve her understanding of dog behaviour 

(along the way she has also become a Club 

instructor). Jill has had to work hard to help 

Possum remain calm and focussed in a group 

class situation. Possum found that she loved 

tricks and she now has a wide repertoire 
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under her belt. Through Jill’s thoughtful 

persistence, Possum has improved immensely. 

While she can still be a little reactive at times 

in proximity to other dogs, Jill can keep 

Possum focussed and they have gone on to 

do wonderfully well in the competition ring. 

The past year has seen Possum and Jill 

blossom and the Club’s DWD fraternity are so 

glad that Jill didn’t keep her word “that she 

would never compete” because she and 

Possum have done themselves and the Club 

proud in the very challenging sport of DWD. Jill 

has provided a significant contribution to DWD 

at the Club – participating on the Sub-

committee, instructing, assisting behind the 

scenes at competitions and ensuring the day-

to-day running of the Queanbeyan Pavilion 

training facility. 

 

Jill and Possum also received this award in 

2021 in recognition of their Freestyle Starters 

title. 

 

TRACKING ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD 

 

This award is presented to the handler and 

dog team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Tracking and/or Track & 

Search training and has made commendable 

progress during the year.  

 

Fiona Straffon and Nell 

 

Fiona Straffon (with the support of her son 

Michael) has made great progress with 

Tracking in 2022 with their Labrador Retriever 

‘Nell’. Nell is an energetic young lab who likes 

nothing better than finding 'her Michael'. 

Tracking has strengthened the bond between 

Fiona, Michael and Nell and provided both 

dog and humans with skills that will transfer to 

other sports. As a team Fiona and Nell have 

progressed from foundation tracking through 

to a ‘Very Good’ grade for a Track 1 and a 

‘Good’ grade for their Track 2. This was only 

possible because of Michael's dedication as a 

tracklayer and Fiona's skill using rewards-based 

training to ensure that Nell received the 

highest possible rewards for her efforts. Fiona 

has also developed good skills in 'reading' Nell 

- and hanging onto the lead as Nell takes off 

through the grass, bush, creek or wherever 

else her beloved tracklayer has gone. We 

expect that this team will continue to achieve 

highly in tracking. Both Fiona and Michael 

have made a significant contribution to the 

sport, spending many hours planning and 

stewarding tracks for others at trials and 

tracklaying. 

Above: Fiona and Michael 

 

TRACKING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

 

This award is presented to the handler and 

dog team that has achieved success in 

Tracking and/or Track & Search trials during 

the year and where the handler has made a 

contribution to the life of the Club throughout 

the year. 

 

Jake Blight and Ultra (photo next page) 

 

Jake and eighteen month old ‘Ultra’ have had 

a very successful first season in Tracking 

competition in 2022, competing in Tracking 

trials across NSW, ACT and Victoria and 

gaining their Tracking Dog title with gradings 

ranging from Good to Excellent in four tracks. 

Jake and Ultra set the standard for the local 

Tracking fraternity to follow and Jake is also the 

current convenor of the Tracking Sub-

committee. Not only does Jake personally 

participate in trials, but he also judged at the 

Club’s three local trials this year, is actively 

involved in the training sessions that the Club 

conducts as well as the labour-intensive pre-

trial planning that is required for Tracking trials. 

We expect that Jake and Ultra will continue to 

impress in the 2023 Tracking season and 

beyond as Ultra continues to mature. 
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RALLY ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD  

 

This award is presented to the handler and 

dog team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Rally training and has made 

commendable progress during the year. 

 

Marina Kim and Maxwell 

 

Marina and three year old Border Collie 

‘Maxwell’ came through the Obedience Skills 

class and after mastering the basic skills, 

moved to the Rally stream. Maxwell is easily 

distracted by other dogs and Marina has 

worked hard to keep his attention on her 

during class. She is very aware at all times of 

where Max is in relation to other dogs and she 

listens carefully in class and has made great 

progress. Marina and Maxwell have achieved 

their Novice Rally title in 2022 and are now 

working on the higher skills necessary for the 

Advanced level and beyond. 

 

RALLY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  

 

This award is presented to the handler and 

dog team that has excelled in Rally trials 

during the year and where the handler has 

made a contribution to the life of the Club 

throughout the year. 

 

Anne Walkington and Jinx 

 

Anne and her five year old Labrador Retriever 

‘Jinx’ gained their Australian Rally Champion 

title with a score of 965 out of a possible 1000 - 

a clear 30 points ahead of the next contender. 

As previously mentioned, Anne is a member of 

the Club’s Obedience Trialling and Rally Sub-

committee, caters for trialling events, helps 

with equipment set up and informally 

encourages other handlers in class. 

 

Anne is pictured on page 14 with her Labrador 

Jinx. 

 

MORRIS ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD 

 

This award is presented to the handler and 

dog team that has shown dedication and 

commitment to Flyball training and has made 

commendable progress during the year. 

 

Hari Lodwick and Tabasco 

 

Hari joined Flyball training in September 2018 

with her other dog ‘Pepper’. In 2019 she 

adopted ‘Tabasco’, a failed working farm dog 

and started her Flyball journey with him. 

Tabasco was a totally different starter to her 

high-drive girl Pepper. He was a lot quieter and 

more reserved but as he developed his love 

and enthusiasm for Flyball he also found his 

inner happy-go lucky herding drive. Hari has 

drawn upon her skills and experience to 

harness this new-found drive during training. 

And just to test Hari’s commitment a little 

more, Tabasco found his first exposure to the 

racing lanes in 2022 overwhelming and shut 

down in response. Again, with Hari’s patience, 

Tabasco is working through his environmental 

challenges and recently returned to the racing 
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lanes for training with a new-found 

confidence. With the progress we have seen 

this year, we are looking forward to Hari and 

Tabasco joining the Squad Racing Team in 

2023. 

 

OBEDIENCE POINT SCORE AWARDS: 

 

These awards are based on scores gained in 

obedience trials sanctioned by the Australian 

National Kennel Council. Members must apply 

for these awards using the Club’s Notification of 

Title form. 

 

JO BALLARD AWARD FOR COMMUNITY 

COMPANION DOG (CCD)  

 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate score 

qualifying for their Community Companion Dog 

(CCD) obedience title. Maximum possible total 

300 points. 

 

Sue Howie and two year old Australian Kelpie 

‘Bandit’ with 290/300 

 

NOVICE (CD) POINT SCORE TROPHY  

 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate score 

qualifying for their Companion Dog (CD) title. 

Maximum possible total 600 points. 

 

Sue Howie and two year old Australian Kelpie 

Bandit with 583/600 

 
Photo above right : Sue & Bandit 

OPEN (CDX) POINT SCORE TROPHY  

 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate score 

qualifying for their Open (CDX) title. Maximum 

possible total 600 points. 

 

Laraine Frawley and four year old Golden 

Retriever ‘Dougal’ with 586/600 
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UTILITY (UD) POINT SCORE TROPHY  

 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

that has achieved the highest aggregate score 

qualifying for their Utility Dog (UD) title. 

Maximum possible total 600 points. 

 

Anne Walkington and five year old Labrador 

Retriever ‘Jinx’ with 563/600 

 

AGILITY AWARDS: 

 

NOVICE AGILITY DOG OF THE YEAR 

 

This award is presented to the dog that has 

achieved the fastest qualifying times (as a 

percentage of the Standard Course Time) 

across all height categories in obtaining its 

Agility Dog (AD) and its Jumping Dog (JD) titles. 

The last pass for at least one of the titles needs 

to be gained during the award year. 

Applications must be submitted on the 

prescribed nomination form. 

 

Karen Hobson and Abby 

 

Six year old Abby is a fast and furious Border 

Collie who competes in the 400 height class. 

Karen started competing with Abby in Agility in 

2019 and quickly gained Novice passes and 

her Novice Jumping title. Karen has trained 

Abby to follow verbal directional cues and to 

have independent obstacle performance as a 

chronic injury limits her ability to be in position 

to give physical cues to Abby. This year Karen  

 

Above: Abby (Photo: Karen Hobson) 

 

could no longer compete with Abby and 

Denise Iglesias took on running her. Denise and 

Karen worked hard to help Abby develop a 

bond with her new handler as Abby had been 

trained to focus on Karen for the Obedience 

Trialling ring where she competes at the highest 

level. After a few shaky starts, Denise and Abby 

have become a strong team and have quickly 

knocked off the Novice Agility title to earn the 

Novice Agility Dog of the Year title. 

 

AGILITY CLEAR ROUND AWARD 

 

This award is presented to the handler and dog 

team that has achieved a high level of 

consistency in ANKC-sanctioned trials held in 

the ACT during the year. It is based on the 

number of qualifications gained at local trials 

regardless of placings. In order to be 

considered for this award the handler must 

have made a contribution to the life of the 

Club throughout the year. Applications must be 

submitted on the prescribed nomination form. 

 

Lara Sedgmen and Dublin 

 

Lara and eight year old Hungarian Vizsla 

‘Dublin’ were awarded 38 qualifying rounds at 

trials within the ACT over the past year – 20 

more than their closest competitor. Dublin and 



Page |24 The Good Companion | March 2023| Vol 35 | No 1 

Annual awards … continued

Lara have shown enviable longevity and 

consistency in their Agility career winning this 

award in 2016 (42 placings), 2017 (45 placings), 

2018 (38 placings) and 2019 (34 placings). This 

year’s award is a notable achievement given 

Dublin’s age and perhaps, more significantly, 

the changes that have occurred in the 

technicality of the sport of Agility over his 

lifetime. It not only shows consistency, but 

adaptability and ongoing skills development. 

 

~ AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL KENNEL 

COUNCIL AND AUSTRALIAN 

FLYBALL ASSOCIATION TITLES ~ 
 

Each year the Club recognizes the 

achievements of members who have 

competed in various dog sports that are 

provided by the Club. Competitions are 

regularly held in the ACT and throughout 

Australia at which dog and handler teams can 

test their competence against national 

performance standards in obedience trialling, 

rally, agility, flyball, DWD, scent work, tracking 

and trick dog. Members can apply to the Club 

to be presented with engraved glass coasters 

for titles earnt by their dogs during the year.  

 

In the past year members achieved 157 titles 

with 64 dogs in the following disciplines: 

• DWD – 4 

• Flyball – 7 

• Obedience Trialling – 13 

• Rally – 19 

• Agility – 56 

• Tricks – 27  

• Scent Work – 30  

 

In 2022 we had four outstanding trialling 

achievements – with four members achieving 

their Australian titles 

 

• Laraine Frawley and her Golden Retriever 

‘Tully’ - Obedience Champion (see photo 

page 13) 

• Anne Walkington and her Labrador 

Retriever ‘Jinx’ – Rally Champion see 

photo page 14) 

• Judith Barlow and her Brittany ‘Tae’ – 

Rally Champion (below) 

• Vikki Evans and her Australian Kelpie 

‘Rhythm’ – Rally Champion 

 

Other titles attained in 2022:  

 

• Airlie White’s Border Collies Wicca RE  RAE  

SWN  SWA and Totem RN  SWN 

• Anne Walkington’s Labrador Retrievers 

Mala RN, Holly TK.S and Jinx UD  RAE 

• Catherine Perry’s Shetland Sheepdog 

Bramble RE  SWN  SWA and Golden 

Retriever Keetah SWN  SWA 

• Cathy Vaughan’s Border Collies Ember FD 

and Austin FMCH 

• Claire Weekes’ German Shorthaired 

Pointers Ari RN  SWN  TK.S and Echo SWN  

• Dana Simonsen’s Old English Sheepdogs 

Apollo SPDX  TK.N and Orion JD  GD  SD  

TK.S 

• Jake Blight’s Border Collie Ultra CD  CDX  

RN  RA  RE  TD 

• Jenny Scott’s Cavalier King Charles 

Spaniel Ribbon RN 

• Jess McNamara-Rice’s Hungarian Vizsla 

Risk SWN  

Above: Dublin (Photo: Lara Sedgmen) 
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• Jill Bradfield’s Australian Kelpie 

X Possum FS.N 

• Joanne Hagan’s German 

Shorthaired Pointer Wanda 

CCD  RN  

• Judith Barlow’s Brittany Tae 

JDO  SDM 

• Juliet Ward’s Rhodesian 

Ridgeback Freda CCD  TK.N 

• Karen Hobson’s Border Collies 

Jazz SWN  SWA and Abby AD  

GD  SPD  SWN  SWA and 

Labrador Retriever Jem JDM  

SPD  SWN 

• Karen Hore’s German 

Shepherd Dog (LongStock 

Coat) Jai CD 

• Karen Wyers’ Standard 

Poodle Matoke RA 

• Kylie Brown’s Poodle 

(Miniature) Monkey JDO  ADO    

• Kylie White’s Border Collie X 

Jack Russell Terrier Luna AD  

JDX  GD  TK.S  
• Lara Sedgmen’s Hungarian 

Vizslas Dublin TK.S and Flick 

SWN  SWA  

• Laraine Frawley’s Golden 

Retrievers Cameron SWA  

TK.N, Tully SWN  TK.S and 

Dougal CDX  RAE  RM  SWN  

SWA  TK.S  TK.N 

• Lesley Pothan’s Nova Scotia 

Ducktolling Retriever Morse TK.S 

• Leslie Roberts’ Border Collie Bean AD JDX  

SD and Border Collie X Rue AD  JD 

• Liz Thomas’ Labrador Retriever Bessie 

CCD 

• Marcelo Munoz’s Cavalier King Charles 

Spaniel X Poodle Paxi TK.S 

• Marina Kim’s Border Collie Maxwell TK.S 

• Maxine Robinson’s Labrador Retriever 

Juno SWA 

• Mila Mitra’s Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 

X Toy Poodle Locky JD  SD 

• Naarilla Hirsch’s Border Collies Arcus SWN 

and Kishar SWN  SWA 

• Natasha Davies’ Griffon Bruxellois Dixon 

RE  AD  JDX  TK.S 

• Natasha Sands’ Labrador Retriever X 

Pepsi GDX  TK.N and Cocker Spaniel 

Nebula SD  FS.S  FS.N  HTM.S  TK.N 

• Nicola Swan’s Schnauzer (Miniature) 

Benson AD  ADX  SD  SPD  TK.S 

• Nicole Fallon’s Spanish Water Dog Mishka 

CCD  CD  RN  AD  JD  JDX  GD  SD  SPD  

FD  FDX  FDCH  SWN and Cocker Spaniel 

Mia RE  GDX  SDX  SWN 

 

• Pamela Hunt’s Welsh Corgi (Pembroke) 

Izy ADX 

• Rachel McKeever’s Australian Shepherd 

Renfri TK.S 

• Raelene Stewart’s French Bulldogs Paris 

TK.N and Ted TK.N 

• Simone Pensko’s Toy Poodle Billy ADX   

SPD  SDX   GD 

• Sophie Dunstone’s German Shorthaired 

Pointer Elke SWN 

• Stephanie Windsor’s Koolie X Hastings JD  

SWN  TK.S 

• Sue Howie’s Australian Kelpie Bandit CCD  

CD  RN  RA 

• Terri Keough’s Shetland Sheepdogs 

Murphy TK.N and Jasper TK.N 

• Vanessa March’s Border Collies Erin TK.N, 

Pippa JDO  SD  FMX  TK.N and Charlie RA  

AFCH  TK.S 

• Vikki Evans’ Australian Kelpie Rhythm ADX  

ADM  ADO  JDX  JDO  GD  SDX   

• Wendy Hathaway’s Chesapeake Bay 

Retriever Izzy SWA 

• Wendy Stewart’s Cavalier King Charles 

Spaniel Darcy ADX  JDX  SPD 

 

Above: Mila Mitra commemorates Locky’s first two Agility titles - 

Jumping Dog and Snooker Dog 
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~ INSTRUCTORS LONG SERVICE 

AWARDS ~ 
 

Each year the Club recognises instructors who 

have contributed significant years of service to 

the Club. 2022 was no different! 

 

Bronze (5 years’ service) awards 

• Kylie White (Agility) 

• Lucy Jesiolowski (Agility) 

 

Silver (10 years’ service) awards  

• Chris Woodgate (Obedience and 

Behaviour Training) 

• Claire Weekes (Obedience and 

Behaviour Training) 

• Kath Hallam (Obedience and Behaviour 

Training) - below left 

• Kerry Deans (Obedience and Behaviour 

Training) - below right 

• Lizzie Waddell (Obedience and 

Behaviour Training) - below middle with 

‘Ollie’ 

• Pamela Hunt (Obedience and Agility 

 

Gold (20 years’ service) awards 

• Di Adams (Obedience and Agility) - top 

right 

• Greg Collins (Agility) - top left 

• Katrina Morton (Obedience and Shop 

Manager) - top middle 

 

In 2022 we also acknowledged the 

contribution of two of the Club’s instructors 

who have given 30 years of service to the Club. 

Both have previously been awarded Life 

Membership for their contribution to the Club’s 

management:  

• Judith Barlow (see page 24) 

• Anne Robertson 

 

In 2022 three of our members reached even 

greater milestones in their association with the 

Club. A big thank you to: 

 

• Life Member Jake Blight for contributing 

35 years of service, most recently through 

the management of Tracking activities 

(below left) 

• Honorary Instructor Holly Rieger for also 

contributing 35 years of service, most 

recently through Dances With Dogs and 

Trick Dog activities (below right) 

• Life Member John Green for contributing 

45 years of service, most recently through 

ANKC Obedience Trialling and Rally 

judging appointments 
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It is, of course, also essential that members step 

forward to become new instructors so that the 

Club can continue into the future. At the 2022 

awards presentation we celebrated those 

members who have successfully met the 

theoretical and practical requirements of our 

instructor training programs: 

 

• Cherie Wilkinson, Deborah Verco, Emily 

Defina, Emily Smith, Julie Young, Kirsten 

Volz, Marcelo Munoz, Natalie Aked, Scott 

Howlett and Steve Cavanagh 

 

~ DOGS AS THERAPY AWARDS ~ 
 

At the Annual Awards we recognised the 

following members of the Club’s Dogs-as-

Therapy team who have reached long service 

milestones: 

 

• Beryl Sipes & Bailey (Poodle X) – 10 years 

• Terri Keough & Jasper (Shetland 

Sheepdog) – 10 years 

• Mike Lynch & Maisie & Indy (Poodle X) – 

20 years 

 

Behaviour Training Instructors Course graduates (L-R) at the Christmas Party— Scott (& Strudel), Cherie, 

Natalie, Julie, Deborah and Steve (& Teddy) 

L-R: Beryl & Bailey, 

Mike & Indy, and 

Terri & Jasper 
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Each year we also present framed Canine 

Citizenship certificates to new members of the 

Dogs-as-Therapy team who have regularly 

participated in the program for at least twelve 

months. These certificates were established in 

memory of former President Margaret McNicol 

who founded Dogs-as-Therapy way back in 

1988. In 2022 there were five recipients: 

 

• Annette Martin & Libby (Miniature 

Schnauzer) 

• Linda Hall & Archie (Toy Poodle) 

• Maria Rhodes & Ebony (Miniature 

Schnauzer X Poodle) 

• Neale and Margaret Prescott & Coco 

(Labrador Retriever X Poodle) 

• Nici Swan & Benson (Miniature 

Schnauzer) 

 

Certificates of appreciation are also provided 

to the following Club members for their 

continuing support for Dogs-as-Therapy in 2022: 

 

• Janet Ramsay & Will and Donny 

(Greyhounds) 

• Kath McQuarrie & Ash, Rocky and Hope 

(Miniature Schnauzers) 

• Laura Fleitas & Cooper (Jack Russell X) 

• Sharon Kelly & Rosie (Schnauzer X Poodle) 

 

In addition, we have fourteen teams who’ve 

commenced with the program during 2022. We 

look forward to their continued support in 2023 

and the presentation of certificates to them at 

the 2023 Annual Awards. 

 

~ CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION ~ 
 

At the Annual Awards presentation the 

President, Anne Robertson, thanked the 107 

volunteer instructors, sub-committee members, 

and Committee members who contributed to 

the Club’s operations during yet another 

challenging year. She also acknowledged the 

contribution of the Club’s paid office manager 

Marika Muller and the Club’s junior shop 

assistant Amelia Wettern 

 

Each year at the Annual Awards the Club 

presents certificates to a small number of 

members and supporters for their special 

contribution to the Club during the year. The 

certificates for 2022 were presented to: 

• Janine Fabre Photography for its support 

of the Club’s X-Factor team and Flyball 

activities  

• Animal Naturals for its support of the 

Club’s X-Factor team and Flyball activities  

• Member Andre Kaspura for his 

contribution to the conduct of Rally 

classes and his help stewarding at 

Obedience trials and assisting with set up 

and packing away 

• Sue Dixon for scribing at every Agility trial 

and teaching other helpers about e-

scribing  

 

All round, a bumper year for the Club!  

Above: Some of our Dogs-as-Therapy teams (L-R) - Margaret and Neale, Nici (front), Maria & Ebony,  

Annette & Libby, Kath & Rocky, Sharon & Rosie and Janet & Will 
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 The Vet is In 

Tips for giving medications 

© Dr Eloise Bright, BVSc MANZCVS (Veterinary Behaviour)  
    Canberra Behaviour Vet 

    http://www.canberra-behaviour-vet.com/ 

    Dr Bright is also the founder of ACT Pet Crisis Support a charity that helps low 

    income pet owners with their vet bills and Vice-President of Pets and Positive 

    Ageing (PAPA) an advocacy group that supports older pet owners.  

Giving your dog a tablet can become fairly 

difficult, particularly if your dog is less of the 

Labrador-eat-anything type and more 

discerning about what they put in their mouths. 

Given that dogs can smell a fingerprint on a 

pane of glass 6 weeks after it was made, it is no 

wonder they can sniff out a tablet a mile off. 

They do however have ⅙ of the taste sensitivity 

of humans, so working on hiding that smell is 

the key here. 

 

The following tips and tricks are based on what 

I’ve found works for the many clients I’ve 

helped with 

medicating their 

pets. Intrinsically 

some 

medications are 

more bitter, like 

trazodone or 

strong-smelling 

like fluoxetine 

and therefore 

harder to 

disguise.  

 

And if these tips 

do not help, 

there are many 

ways of 

compounding 

medications, such as flavoured liquids or chews 

and some can be made into a transdermal 

paste that can simply be rubbed onto the ear. 

Many medications also come in a capsule or 

flavoured form as well, so you can always 

check if you can switch medications.  

 

• Given dogs are pretty suspicious 

sometimes, opening the pill packet or 

bottle away from your dog and getting 

everything ready out of sight can help 

with the whole process. Often they are 

tipped off that you are up to something 

and primed to sniff out your deviousness. 

Wash your hands well after handling the 

tablet and before attempting to 

medicate your dog. 

• BBQ chicken (just the meat part) can be 

a great option for dogs with sensitive 

stomachs. Simply buy the chook and pull 

all the meat off (avoiding the fatty skin), 

then make a small slice in a good-sized 

piece and put the tablet inside. Save the 

rest in the fridge for 3 days or freeze in zip-

lock bags. 

• Make up a series of biscuit-dough balls 

using liver paste, peanut butter or 

anchovette. These can be made in bulk 

by adding a little flour to the paste until 

you have a firmish consistency that can 

be rolled into 

balls. Store these 

in the fridge for 3 

days or freezer for 

longer. The key 

when later 

adding the tablet 

is to avoid getting 

any of the tablet 

residue on the 

outside. Make 

sure you wait until 

the last minute to 

add the tablet, 

as some 

medications are 

not stable once 

added to things.  

• If your dog likes to hang around while you 

are cooking or eating, have the tablet 

(disguised in something like BBQ chicken 

or one of the options above) ready to go. 

Drop a piece of non-tampered with 

chicken, then in quick succession the 

tablet-containing-chicken, then another 

piece. Some dogs will eat forbidden 

human foods like this so quickly they 

won’t even stop to smell or taste it. 

• Similar to this idea, use a strong cheddar 

to hide the tablet, using a ‘biscuit crumb’ 

of liver treats or a ground up treat that 

your dog loves. Ask your dog to sit, then 

administer the disguised tablet alongside 

a few other treats. This often works well if 

you give the medication somewhere 

http://www.canberra-behaviour-vet.com/
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where you might do training, rather than the area associated with giving nasty medications. 

• Teach your dog to catch treats by throwing them. This is often fun, as well as a sneaky way 

of later giving medications without your dog noticing. Catching something usually involves it 

going down pretty quickly without stopping to sniff it first.  

• Use one of the dog rolls or loafs you can buy from the supermarket. They seem to be very 

tasty and will hide medications very well. Prime 100 have various different types for dogs 

prone to food allergies or pancreatitis.  

• If you need to give multiple medications, you can buy empty gelatin capsules to place the 

medications inside (see https://gelcapsules.com.au/collections/veterinary-capsules).  You 

can even buy flavoured ones! Size 000 is the biggest and is 26mm long, while size 5 is the 

smallest at 11mm long. 

• Take your dog's medication along with some treats on a walk. Dogs are often so distracted 

by the smells on walks they will eat anything. 

• Peanut butter, sardines, cat food, cream cheese, butter and human foods are other great 

ways to disguise medications. Even better if you pretend to eat it first, then offer your dog 

some (or pretend to drop it). 

• If you have a second dog, hold out a treat for both of them (one has the medication inside 

for the correct dog), a bit of competition will sometimes encourage pets to eat quickly. Just 

be careful if your dog gets grumpy with other dogs around high value foods. 

• Use a pill popper (eg https://petchemist.com.au/products/pill-popper.html). The rubber tips 

are split, so you can hold the tablet steady. With your body behind your dogs, so he can’t 

back away from you, hold the top jaw and tip your dog’s head back. The power of physics 

means when your dog’s head is back, their bottom jaw will open (saving you the trouble of 

prying it open), you can then use the pill popper to push the tablet right to the back of the 

mouth, over the bump of the tongue. Then quickly follow this with a treat or your dog’s 

meal. 

 
Photo previous page: Shutterstock Photo ID: 1428300551; Photo this page: Shutterstock Photo ID: 1939999423 

Teach your dog to catch 

Teaching a dog to catch food treats can have a number of benefits. It can be one way of 

administering medications (as Dr Bright suggests in her article above), it can be an alternative and 

dynamic way of delivering a food reward while training, it’s a neat trick to show off your dog’s 

talents and, once taught, the skill can be adapted to other items (such as catching tossed dog-

safe toys). 

 

Catching does not come naturally to all dogs: for many it is a learnt behaviour involving the 

development of eye-mouth co-ordination. Most dogs will have to practice to master the skill. 

 

When starting out, make it easy for your dog by always tossing the treat with the same arm 

movement. I use a downward toss (in an arc towards the dog’s mouth) and start with large, 

By Anne Robertson 

https://gelcapsules.com.au/collections/veterinary-capsules
https://petchemist.com.au/products/pill-popper.html


Teach your dog to catch … continued

 

The Club Shop now stocks Australian-brand 

Big & Little Dogs All-rounder dog harnesses. 

The harness features a buckle at the neck, so 

that it doesn't need to go over the dog’s 

head as well as two side buckles.  It also has 

two points of attachment for the lead—a ring 

on the back and a ring on the chest to 

provide a little extra control while teaching  

your dog to walk nicely on lead.  The non-

restrictive design is an ideal choice for 

puppies and adolescent dogs. 

 

The Club Shop also sells Freedom No-Pull 

harnesses which are ideal for older dogs. The 

Freedom No-pull harness also has two points 

of attachment.  

NEW 
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lightweight treats (eg plain popcorn) as this combination gives the inexperienced dog more time 

to focus on catching the treat. 

 

Start with your dog sitting facing you. It is easier if you sit too. Take a treat in your thumb and 

forefinger and hold your hand near your shoulder, wave your hand a bit to get your dog’s 

attention (if he isn’t already fixated on your hand!), lean slightly forward then slowly and steadily 

bring your hand downwards towards your dog’s mouth and pop the treat in his mouth. Repeat a 

couple of times. Next, start to release the treat just before it reaches his mouth. 

 

At this initial stage when you release the treat it will probably bounce off his muzzle and he’ll 

scramble to get it off the floor. That’s ok. Reset and repeat (again, releasing the treat just before it 

reaches his mouth). Eventually his mouth will start to open as the treat comes through the air. And 

with practice, he’ll catch one, then another, and another! You can then release the treat a little 

higher – but still use the downward arc so that the physical cue remains the same during this 

learning phase. Try to aim for your dog’s mouth to help him succeed at this early stage – yes, it 

requires some co-ordination on your part, too!. Practice several repetitions a couple of times a 

day. Once your dog is reliably catching the treats (say, 4 times out of 5) introduce your verbal cue 

“Catch” just before you start your arm movement (making sure, of course, that your dog is 

watching).  

 

Once your dog can catch a flying treat aimed carefully at his mouth, you can start tossing the 

treats at different angles and distances and you can experiment with different types of treats, too 

(cubes of cheese, sliced cabanossi etc).  Just make one change at a time so you don’t make it 

too challenging all at once. 

 

If using ‘catch’ to administer medication, have everything ready then toss several normal treats to 

your dog, then toss the treat with the medication in it, and follow up with several more normal 

treats. Work quickly to maintain momentum for the game. 

 

A word of caution: NEVER throw sticks for your dog to catch or retrieve. The risks of injury are simply 

too great.  

 

Adapted from https://www.brilliantfamilydog.com/blog/how-to-teach-your-dog-to-catch  

https://www.brilliantfamilydog.com/blog/how-to-teach-your-dog-to-catch
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     Scent Work  

By Maxine Robinson  — Liaison 

The Scent Work Sub-committee held a second 

successful games evening in February. Seven 

dogs and handlers learned some new skills in 

finding sources of odour. The next games 

evening, scheduled for late March, is about 

getting ready to trial. If you are interested there 

is information on the new CDC Scent Work 

Facebook page (ACT CDC Scentwork) or 

through the sub-committee. Email the Club to 

be put in touch (contact@actcdc.org.au). 

 

The Club will be holding its first trial for 2023 on 

20 April. It will be an evening trial. The schedule 

is on the Dogs ACT website (https://

dogsact.org.au/events/list/) and entries can be 

submitted via the Show Manager platform from 

mid-March (https://showmanager.com.au/). 

We are working with Tuggeranong Dog Training 

Club who are holding a trial the previous 

evening on 19 April. These trials will provide 

opportunities for teams at Excellent and 

Advanced competition levels. Both you and 

your dog need to be a member of a Dogs 

Australia affiliate (eg Dogs ACT or Dogs NSW) to 

enter a trial—and, of course, it’s important to 

be familiar with trialling rules (see https://

dogsaustralia.org.au/members/rule-

regulations/rules/). 

 

Want to learn a little more about Scent Work ? 

It’s all on our website at https://actcdc.org.au/

activities/scent-work/. 

 

Scent Work classes are available through 

Canberra Nosework Training at 

www.canberranosework.com/. Classes are 

held in the Clubhouse and only one dog 

practices at a time—so it is an ideal activity for 

dogs that struggle with their social skills in 

proximity to other dogs. You can register 

interest in classes on the Canberra Nosework 

Training website.  

 

 

For the safety and welfare of all members, 

use of the Club grounds is restricted to  

financial members only. 

 

You may NOT invite or bring non-members on to the grounds  

or bring dogs that are not listed on your membership  

application on to the grounds unless you have obtained prior 

permission via the Club office. If in doubt, please email 

contact@actcdc.org.au for further details. 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
https://dogsact.org.au/events/list/
https://dogsact.org.au/events/list/
https://showmanager.com.au/
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/members/rule-regulations/rules/
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/members/rule-regulations/rules/
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/members/rule-regulations/rules/
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/scent-work/
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/scent-work/
http://www.canberranosework.com/
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Almost 101 Dalmatians ... 

On Sunday 12 March a host of Dalmatians visited the Club to participate in 

the 17th National Dalmatian Speciality Obedience, Rally and Agility trial. 

A mix of black & white and the less common liver & white Dallies and their 

handlers competed under local judges Charlie Giles and Helen Mosslar. 

Congratulations to the Dalmatian Club of the ACT for hosting both the 

conformation and sports events over the weekend  - a huge undertaking 

for a small club.  

Clockwise from above: 

Obedience Trialling exercises –

stand for exam; ready at the start 

peg; negotiating the Figure 8; the 

long down stay 

(Photos: Anne Robertson) 



Almost 101 dalmatians … continued
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Clockwise from above: Group sit stay; watching the 

action in the Agility ring; at the Agility start line; tired 

but staying put in the long down stay 

(Photos: Anne Robertson) 
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    Oh Behave ! 

     By Jess McNamara-Rice © 

Behaviour and health 
Jess McNamara-Rice is a Delta Society qualified dog trainer, CDC Agility instructor, and owner 

and operator of A.B.C.D.O.G Dog Training. She previously worked for several years as an RSPCA 

behavioural trainer. She is a qualified Greenhounds Assessor and holds a Diploma in Advanced 

Animal Behaviour. In this occasional series, Jess provides advice on common training and 

behavioural issues using positive reinforcement.  

Rather than writing an article giving training 

tips, I thought instead I'd write one outing 

myself as someone who at times can be a fairly 

average dog owner! 

 

If asked, I would imagine most adults would 

agree that there is a clear link between 

physical health and 

behaviour. We 

recognise this in our 

children from a very 

young age. If a 

baby is fussy, we 

often assume that 

they are teething, 

constipated or 

unwell. 

Unfortunately as pet 

owners, often we 

don't consider 

health when trying 

to find a solution for 

'unwanted' 

behaviour. 

 

Last year we went 

through our own 

journey with health 

and behaviour. Risk, 

my Hungarian Vizsla, 

has always been an 

anxious dog (yes I'm 

a trainer with an 

anxious dog, no I 

didn't cause it). A 

few years ago he 

developed a habit 

which I call 

‘airsucking’. After eating soft foods, he would 

suck and lick at nearby objects. When he first 

started doing this, my vet referred him to a vet 

who has a special interest in the gastrointestinal 

tract. At the time, this vet performed a physical 

exam and believed that the behaviour was 

likely just a behavioural quirk. I now wish I had 

pushed for further investigation. Instead, in 

consultation with our behaviour vet, we 

managed the airsucking and Risk seemed 

comfortable. 

Fast forward a couple of years and slowly Risk 

developed scavenging behaviours. When our 

oldest child started eating solids, my previous 

dog had also developed some scavenging 

behaviours so I assumed it was a behavioural 

change motivated by the environment. 

However the 

scavenging 

behaviours became 

more and more 

intense. I will admit 

we dropped the ball 

here. We put 

management 

strategies in place, 

but we had two 

small children during 

lockdowns and 

were managing the 

deterioration of an 

older dog. I just 

assumed the 

scavenging had to 

do with Risk’s 

anxiety (he used to 

display obsessive 

behaviours) but did 

not report this 

change to his vet.  

 

For me, the moment 

I realised just how 

bad it had become, 

was the night of a 

presentation I was 

giving at the Club’s 

trainee instructors’ 

course. I had Risk with me to do a 

demonstration on shaping. He has done these 

types of things before and although he 

occasionally gets a little overstimulated, he 

seems to always enjoy them and participates 

willingly. However on this occasion he was 

more frantic than I'd ever seen him, he could 

not focus and was even trying to grab food 

directly out of the treat pouch. For me the 

experience was both very upsetting and, to be 
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honest, embarrassing. The next day I spoke to 

my behaviour vet and on her instruction, 

booked him in to see a different vet with an 

interest in the gastrointestinal tract. A few days 

later we gave Risk a long-lasting chew, the 

same type he'd had several times before. The 

day after eating it he could hardly walk. We 

took him to his regular vet, he was put on fluids 

and stabilised. He lost a lot of weight over the 

course of just a few days (he dropped to 17kgs) 

and it was well over a month before he was 

even able to consistently put weight on again. 

 

This was the start of the long process which 

eventually led to a diagnosis of inflammatory 

bowel disease and oesophageal reflux. During 

the early stages of treatment, Risk was 

prescribed cortisol which caused even more 

intense 

scavenging 

behaviours. A side 

effect of this 

particular drug is a 

sensation of being 

ravenous. At close 

to seven years of 

age, he started 

jumping baby 

gates, opening 

cupboards, pulling 

things off shelves 

and destroying 

even non food 

packets. At one 

stage the 

airsucking was so 

obsessive we 

physically had to 

intervene while he 

was doing it. 

 

This was all in the lead up to Christmas. He's 

now been off the cortisol for close to two 

months. He will remain on certain medications 

and a very specific diet for life (the only meat 

he is allowed to eat is venison and goat!). He 

will always have some anxiety and some 

scavenging behaviours, but the intensity of the 

scavenging behaviours have dropped 

dramatically. During this period, other 

behaviours that we saw that I believe were 

related to his health included restlessness, his 

normal calming routine no longer worked and 

once he even showed slight guarding of food 

from our other dog (which is abnormal for him).  

 

Our journey over those very stressful months, 

reminded me that sometimes the cause of a 

behaviour is very complex. For most of this 

experience, the only symptoms Risk displayed 

was the occasional airsucking (which we 

thought we were treating) and scavenging. 

 

Fellow Club member Sian, with the lovely 

greyhound ‘Charlee’, recently had a similar 

experience. Charlee is an ex-racing greyhound 

who Sian was originally fostering. After leaving 

the industry, Charlee had a number of failed 

adoptions and Sian (who is utterly amazing) 

ended up adopting her. Under Sian's care, 

Charlee's confidence and behaviour improved 

dramatically. However the one issue where the 

progress was quite slow was her separation 

anxiety. True separation anxiety can be an 

extremely slow behavioural modification 

process so this alone was not a symptom of a 

greater issue. At 

one stage Charlee 

was zooming 

around the yard 

when she slipped 

and injured her hip. 

The vet prescribed 

meloxicam and 

her separation 

anxiety improved 

dramatically over 

night. After the 

course of 

meloxicam ended, 

Charlee's anxiety 

increased again. 

Under a vet 

physiotherapist’s 

guidance Charlee 

has been treated 

for pain for several 

months now and is 

now no longer displaying signs of separation 

anxiety. Recently Charlee has even 

'roached' (laid on her back with her legs in the 

air) for the first time since Sian adopted her 

(captured above on a very comfy bed!) 

 

I’ve shared these stories as I hope that if you 

notice behaviours which seem out of 

character or behaviours which are not 

improving even with consistent training and 

management, you may choose to look 

deeper. 

 

The difficulty in many cases is that some health 

issues are very subtle and dogs are often very 

good at hiding pain. Skin issues, stomach issues 

and allergies are very commonly linked to 

anxiety and I would hope most educated 
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trainers would know this and know enough 

about canine physiology to gather information 

from their client owners. 

 

More subtle signs that there may be health 

issues are: 

• uneven muscle distribution 

• uneven length nails, this may indicate 

uneven weight distribution 

• abnormal gait 

• reluctance to raise head and neck 

upwards. This can be tested by 

encouraging the dog to catch food 

• gulping or burping 

• constantly lying on one hip. Some dogs 

are very comfortable and choose to lie 

on one hip, some may be doing so out of 

pain 

• frequent or exaggerated lip licking 

• sleep issues 

 

With any sudden behaviour change, health 

issues need to be ruled out. This is easier said 

than done though. Firstly, this can be an 

extremely expensive process. The diagnostic 

process for Risk was in the thousands of dollars. 

Secondly, conveying the correct information 

and advocating for your dog can be difficult. 

We have some truly fantastic vets in Canberra 

who will take concerns very seriously. You need 

to find a vet you trust. Also provide them with 

information ahead of consultations if possible. 

Vets work really hard and may not have time 

to read long emails. As geeky as it sounds, I like 

mind maps. It'll help show any links. For 

example if you mentioned to your vet that your 

dog was a little stiff in the morning, they might 

not think much of it. However if you listed 

"stiffness" and also "bites when I try to move 

him" they may be able to link more potential 

causes. 

 

We were lucky to work with Dr Isabelle Resch 

(Canberra Animal Behaviour Solutions) for Risk’s 

behavioural issues. She has advocated on 

Risk’s behalf with other vets brought into the 

diagnostic process and she has taken the time 

to go over many options with me. For us, the 

outcome has been good. Risk is looking good 

and his behaviour is much more stable. 

 

Last year wasn't all bad for Risk. His relationship 

with our younger dog ‘Merlot’ remained strong 

and he even gained his Scent Work Novice 

title! I will also add that throughout this journey 

even though he would have been very 

uncomfortable, Risk never showed any 

aggression towards my children. Personally I'm 

very impressed by this and I remind myself of it 

every time I have to pay for his very costly 

medication and diet! Of course, I love him and 

he’s worth it. 

 

If you are interested in the correlation between 

behaviour and health, see Tomàs Camps, 

Marta Amat and Xavier Manteca: ‘A Review of 

Medical Conditions and Behavioral Problems in 

Dogs and Cats’ in Animals (Basel). 2019 Dec 

12;9(12):1133 (see https://

www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/)

Below: Risk with ‘Merlot’ while significantly underweight and celebrating his Scent Work title 

(All photos: Supplied by Jess McNamara-Rice) 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6941081/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6941081/
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Do you have a photo you’d like to  

share with other members through  

The Good Companion? 

“Please Mum, 

I’d like some more” 

 

German Shorthaired Pointer 

‘Echo’ showing  how to use a 

Licki (suction) Mat as a food 

target on a wall. A great aid 

for bath time and grooming 

 

(Photos: Claire Weekes) 
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Display Team 

A Display Team Christmas portrait. L-R—Bridget & Mia, Barb & Jack, Anne-Marie & Rusty, Marcelo & Paxi, Beryl 

& Bailey, Mike with Maisie & Indy, Jenny & Ribbon, Margaret, Elizabeth & Sheba, Monica & Scout, Terri with 

Murphy & Jasper, Neale & Coco (hidden), and Steve & Teddy (Photo: Jane Richardson) 

Scenes from the Xmas performance 

Mustering the troops 

And … we’re off! 
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Display team … continued

Sit in the box in unison – Maisie, Rusty, 

Indy, Murphy, Mia, Benson and Jack 

Sit-stays in unison  

Paws up in unison 

All photos of team in action: Vitaliy Yermachkov 
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Here we are in 2023 with classes 

and competitions back at full 

tempo.  We have been busy on 

several aspects of our grounds 

and some major activities to be 

undertaken in 2023. The 

emphasis of the work has been 

on safety of equipment, 

maintaining the quality of the 

grassed areas, trimming of trees 

and preparing for the Club’s 

future with some new 

equipment. 

 

With the help of many Club 

members, particularly Heather 

McPherson, we’ve removed the 

old and unreliable timber 

seating, taken almost 4 cubic 

metres of tree trimmings and leaf 

litter from the grounds in the 

period from September 2022 to 

January 2023, and had some 

professional work undertaken. 

 

In December an electrical 

contractor was engaged to 

repair the field lighting in the 

Flyball ring and re-orient one of 

the lights in the Agility ring to 

better illuminate the Obedience 

Ring (right).  One more light will 

be repaired when parts are 

obtained, then all field lights will 

be functional again. 

 

In January a contractor re-laid the pavers to remove trip 

hazards and raise the paths that had been disrupted by 

tree roots.  The focus areas were: the entry into the 

Narrabundah Paddock; the main path from the clubhouse 

to the Bore Paddock; the clubhouse veranda (left) and 

entry.  The result is an excellent improvement with no 

impact to our trees. 

 

Fun facts about our grounds 

  

• Area - 3.67 hectares of land 

• Irrigation - 30 zones of sprinklers totalling 100  

 individual sprinklers  

• Fencing - 16km with 25 gates 

• Buildings - 3 

• Containers - 2  

• Field lights -13 

• Water tank - 60,000 litres of capacity 

 

     Grounds Maintenance 

    By Neale Prescott — Grounds Manager 
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Grounds maintenance … continued

Major plans for 2023 

  

The concrete water tank is leaking and will be 

replaced with a larger capacity tank.  This will help us 

maintain the grounds in the future and provide 

greater resilience against future droughts.  

Mowing and maintenance of the grassed areas will 

be more of a focus with the aim of weed control and 

repairing some of the turf over the winter period. 

 

Fencing repairs to address aging infrastructure and 

bolster the grounds against rabbit incursion will be an 

area for some volunteer working events combined 

with contractors.  So, if you have expertise in fencing 

please contact me via the office 

(contact@actcdc.org.au). Your help is needed. 

 

Over the next three months I will ask for help from the 

Club’s various sub-committees to help with repairs 

and improvements to the grounds.  Continue to enjoy 

and use the grounds—and if you see anything that 

needs doing let the Office know and think abut 

whether you can help resolve it too. Many hands ...   

Left: Repairs to the ‘irritation’ system! 

 

Above: The old permapine benches had 

become unsafe and have been removed 

from the grounds. We still have our newer 

very sturdy painted benches and are  

looking to purchase some additional bench 

seating. 

 

(Photo montages: Neale Prescott) 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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        Dogs-As-Therapy Team 

    By Lesley Pothan 

The Club’s Dogs as Therapy (DAT) program was 

off to a flying start this year visiting aged-care 

residences in the Canberra region.  Currently we 

have 25 teams visiting eight residences and we 

are about to add another residence to our list! 

The more teams we have the more residences 

we can visit each month. 

 

In April we have arranged for DAT teams to start 

visiting The Pines Living Aged Care facility in 

Farrer. Ivy Moufarrige, a past member of the 

Club, now resides there and was responsible for 

making these visits happen.  Ivy successfully 

competed in Obedience Trials with her poodles 

of varying sizes. Prince, her Toy Poodle, was 

awarded the Club’s Companion Dog of the 

Year award in 1998.  Ivy and her poodles were 

part of the inaugural DAT group of handlers and 

dogs to visit St Andrew’s Village and she very 

much misses her dogs being with her every day. 

 

Sadly, just before Christmas we lost one of our 

long-term therapy dogs, Jasper, a beautiful and 

friendly Shetland Sheepdog, very suddenly. Terri 

and Jasper have been part of the program for 

10 years visiting Fred Ward Gardens in Curtin 

and will be 

greatly missed 

by all. Our 

sincere 

condolences 

to Terri. 

 

The benefits of 

therapy dogs is 

well-known 

and 

documented. 

Anyone who 

owns a dog, 

whatever the 

breed, knows the amazing effect they have on 

their own well-being : whether they insist on a 

walk and get you out of the house or just 

snuggle up for some well-deserved pats.  

Lilianna, the Leisure and Wellness Coordinator, 

at Uniting Amala recently made the following 

comments.  

 

“The CDC ‘Dogs as Therapy’ is a great program. 

The residents from Uniting Amala appreciate the 

monthly visits. The beautiful dogs bring a lot of 

joy and happiness. For people with dementia, 

therapy dogs can reduce common feelings of 

depression, anxiety and confusion. Regular visits 

from animals can assist in alleviating some of the 

anger and frustration. Other studies have found 

that dogs can reduce loneliness, increase 

feelings of social support and boost your mood. 

The gorgeous dogs from Dogs as Therapy bring 

all of this and plenty of magic. The residents are 

very grateful for the time spent with the dogs. 

The benefits are endless. We would like to 

continue our friendship.”  

 

All members of the DAT group enjoy visiting the 

homes with their dogs and their experiences are 

unique to them. Here is what a few of our 

handlers have to say about their experiences. 

 

Kath with ‘Rocky’ & ‘Ash’ 

 

“The CDC team of handlers and dogs have 

been visiting St Andrew’s Village for about 30 

years and all are still enjoying the experience - 

residents, staff, dogs and handlers. Long may it 

continue!” 

 

Sadly Jean, a long-term resident of St Andrews 

and devoted lover of our dogs for many years, 

died in February and was comforted in her final 

days by Rocky and Kath (who will also attend 

her family farewell).  The family specifically 

asked for the dogs to visit at this end of lifetime 

when comfort is so important and to attend the 

farewell. They are extremely thankful for the 

faithful visits by the team over a long period of 

time. Kath is a pastoral carer with experience in 

end-of-life care. 

 

Jean with Rocky 
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Dogs As Therapy … continued

Lynn with ‘Rosie’ 

 

“Every time we arrive at St Andrews (or 

Jindalee or Mountain View), as soon as we get 

out of the car, Rosie's tail starts going like a 

windshield wiper. She loves visiting these 

homes.  And why not!  Everyone gives her pats, 

tells her how pretty and how soft she is. She 

gets to show off, which she loves. As far as 

Rosie is concerned, she's there to visit all her 

best friends!” 

Marcelo with ‘Paxi’ 

 

“Paxi, my five year old Cavoodle, and I have 

been part of the Dogs as Therapy group since 

May last year. We have attended a number of 

facilities in that time but have more recently 

been volunteering at Jindalee Aged Care 

Residence.  

 

The experience has been really rewarding. Paxi 

is generally positively and warmly received by 

residents and staff, particularly those residents 

who have grown up with dogs and/or have 

had to leave them behind prior to moving into 

the Aged Care residence. The presence of our 

dogs seems to really have a big impact on 

these residents, and Paxi is always ready to 

offer some comforting licks. For us, these visits 

have helped build Paxi’s confidence and 

positive association with different people and 

environments, as well as other volunteer dogs 

and handlers. Plus these visits are always a 

great opportunity to train and showcase our 

tricks. We really look forward to our visits and 

would highly recommend the experience.” 

Janine with ‘Kobe’ 

 

“Kobe loves visiting Warrigal and getting all the 

pats and love. He especially loves showing off 

his latest tricks and getting a cheer for his 

efforts.” 

Above: Rosie with Kath’s Rocky (in lap) 
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Dogs As Therapy … continued

Kristina with ‘Baxter’ 

 

“There is one special day per month where I 

am told that I’m “such a beautiful boy!” more 

than any other: Uniting Amala Visiting Day! My 

underbite gets some giggles, my silly floofy tail 

gets some smiles and my soft scruffy fur gets lots 

of pats. It’s my favourite day each month of 

being me. I love being a visiting dog!” - Baxter 

 

“We get to go to Uniting Care Amala each 

month and see our friends from months’ past 

and we make new pals each visit. The team is 

so great. Each dog has their own personality 

and style and the residents love getting to 

have one-on-one time with each of them. 

Seeing the joy that all of them can bring is truly 

heart-warming and it’s one of the best days of 

my and my dogs’ month for sure.  

 

It makes me proud of all of the training we’ve 

done in the Behaviour Training classes to know 

that our hard work has contributed to making 

such a joyous difference in the lives of people 

who can’t have their own animals live with 

them anymore. We love the Dogs as Therapy 

program: it’s streamlined, easy peasy, it’s a 

kindness we can offer and a very fulfilling 

activity for both of us. We are very grateful to 

be a part of it.” - Kristina 

 

Maria with ‘Ebony’ 

 

“I am always humbled by the delight shown by 

residents to our visits. It is really rewarding to see 

their smiles, especially as some of the residents 

now recognise the dogs by name. It makes the 

early mornings and long drives worthwhile.” 

 

Shinta with ‘Rama’ (after their first visit to 

Jindalee) 

 

“With Rama, my 3-year-old Miniature Poodle, 

we had our first visit being part of the Dog as 

Therapy program visiting Jindalee. I was a bit 

worried that he wouldn't like it and that he 

might feel nervous among the residents and 

the other dogs. Gladly, that was not the case. 

Rama enjoyed his time at the home, he 

brought smiles to the residents there and he'll 

be participating in other sessions in the future 

whenever I can get a few hours off work.” 
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Dogs As Therapy … continued

You can read more about the Club’s 35 year involvement with Dogs as Therapy at https://

actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/DAT_History.pdf.   

If you would like to join the Club’s fabulous DAT team, look at the DAT information on the website 

(https://actcdc.org.au/activities/dogs-as-therapy/) and it you feel it is for you and your dog send 

an email to the Office at contact@actcdc.org.au. 

 
(Photos supplied by Lesley Pothan) 

The Federal Government will be considering pet care assistance/pet support as part of its new 

Federally funded in-home aged care program due to come into effect in July 2024. The decision 

on this will be critically important for many thousands of frail aged pet owners dependent on in-

home care who rely on the benefits of daily pet companionship. The decision is likely to be made 

mid THIS year. The results of a survey being compiled by the Companion Animal Network Australia 

will provide Federal government decision-makers with valuable information about what older pet 

owners need and want in the new Federally-funded in-home aged care program. 

 

Please help to make pet care assistance/pet support possible by filling out the quick survey 

at https://petfriendlyagedcare.com.au/surveys/ as soon as possible. Sharing and promoting the 

survey among your friends and family will also be a great help to gather as much information as 

possible. This media release provides more information: https://australiacan.org.au/release/

companion-animal-network-australia-aims-to-improve-elderly-assisted-living-and-prevent-their-

pets-from-being-surrendered/. 

 

Thank you to Club member Di Johnstone AM, President, Pets and Positive Ageing Inc, for bringing 

this matter to the Club’s attention, see http://petsandpositiveageing.com/  

and https://www.facebook.com/PetsandPositiveAgeing/ 

A number of our DAT teams were able to get-together for a relaxing afternoon tea on the Club 

grounds one Sunday in February. Can you recognise who’s who? 

https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/DAT_History.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/DAT_History.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/dogs-as-therapy/
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
https://petfriendlyagedcare.com.au/surveys/
https://australiacan.org.au/release/companion-animal-network-australia-aims-to-improve-elderly-assisted-living-and-prevent-their-pets-from-being-surrendered/
https://australiacan.org.au/release/companion-animal-network-australia-aims-to-improve-elderly-assisted-living-and-prevent-their-pets-from-being-surrendered/
https://australiacan.org.au/release/companion-animal-network-australia-aims-to-improve-elderly-assisted-living-and-prevent-their-pets-from-being-surrendered/
http://petsandpositiveageing.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PetsandPositiveAgeing/
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 By Amy Smith (Convenor) and Cherie Wilkinson (Liaison) 

  Dances With Dogs 

          & Trick Dog 

Tricks and Dances with Dogs (DWD) have 

jumped off to a great start in Term 1 with 31 

teams training across four classes. Our Term 1 

instructors are Lesley Pothan, Cherie Wilkinson 

and Jill Bradfield for Tricks and Raelene Stewart 

for DWD. These classes are run both on the Club 

grounds and at an indoor venue at the 

Queanbeyan Showgrounds. Both Tricks and 

DWD are great low-impact, flexible sports with 

a focus on clear communication, timing and 

teamwork between handlers and their dogs. 

 

Most Club members gain experience learning a 

few tricks with their dogs through Behaviour 

Training classes, including but not limited to, 

going around a cone, having their dog target/

touch their hand and putting their paws on a 

perch/platform. Trick Dog classes build on these 

skills and expand towards advanced tricks such 

as dogs weaving through the handler's legs in 

reverse and packing up toys into a basket on 

cue, a lot of fun and mighty impressive to see! 

Dances with Dogs takes these same tricks and 

adds some flair, music and costumes to create 

quite the show. 

 

A number of Club members competed at the 

recent Belconnen Dog Obedience Club Trick 

Dog Test and DWD Competition held on 21-22 

January. By all reports, everyone had a 

wonderful time and all came away with big 

smiles and happy dogs. Congratulations to our 

own Natasha Sands, Airlie White, Karen Hore, 

Kirstin Henderson, Victoria Clare and Marina 

Kim for placing and/or qualifying scores in Trick 

Dog Starters; Marcelo Munoz, Karen Hobson, 

Natasha Davies, Nicole Fallon, Lara Sedgmen, 

Jill Campain, Marina Kim, Chris Atyeo, Nicci 

Swan, Caroline Pappas, Airlie White and Claire 

Weekes for placing and/or qualifying scores in 

Trick Dog Novice; Natasha Davies, Vanessa 

March, Marcelo Munoz, Terri Keough, Kirstin 

Henderson, and Natasha Sands for placing 

and/or qualifying scores in Dances with Dogs 

Starters Freestyle; Natasha Sands for placing 

and/or qualifying in Dances with Dogs 

Intermediate Freestyle and qualifying scores in 

Dances with Dogs Heelwork to Music Novice. 

Huge thanks as always to all the volunteers, 

stewards, judges and competitors alike who put 

in a great deal of effort to run such events. 

 

On 11 February the Club hosted a Trick Dog 

Mock Trial to help with the training of aspirant 

judges for the sport. Raelene Stewart, Natasha 

Sands, Heather Swinbourn, Dana Simonsen, 

Viveka Hocking and Kellie Edwards are 

undergoing this training to become qualified 

Trick Dog judges. They spent the day assessing 

teams on their trick precision as well as refining 

their own skills and understanding of the rules 

and procedures. Being a relatively new sport, 

judges are a crucial and often limiting factor in 

running trials. Thanks so much, Raelene, 

Natasha, Heather, Dana, Viveka and Kellie for 

putting your hands up to do this training and for 

your ongoing commitment to the sport and 

community. Also congratulations to those 

handlers who volunteered to be participants in 

the mock trial. What a great way to test your 

skills and practice with your dogs in a trial-like 

environment … though we are sure there were 

still nerves. 

 

The DWD/Trick Dog Sub-committee are busy 

planning for our first Trick Dog Test and DWD 

Competition for the year to be held on the 6-7 

May. We are always looking for volunteers for 

these events, so if you’d like a bit more insight 

Above: Kirstin Henderson and Irish Terrier ‘Major’ 

attained their Trick Dog Starters (TK.S) title at the 

January BDOC Trick Dog Test  

(Photo: Courtesy Kirstin Henderson) 
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Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog … continued

 

This RSPCA training book will help you 

to live in harmony with your dog. It 

teaches consistent, rewards-based 

training to strengthen the bond 

between you and your dog and help 

them live a happy and fulfilling life. Its 

tips and hints are aligned with the 

Club’s training approach. Covering a 

wide range of topics such as puppy 

training, establishing rules and teaching 

manners, environmental enrichment 

and solutions to common problems, it is 

comprehensive but written in a clear, 

easy to understand manner. Give your 

dog the chance to be their best by 

using this RSPCA guide to not only help 

you understand your dog, but to help 

your dog understand you.  

 

Available at the Club shop 

$15 

into Trick Dog and Dances with Dogs reach out to us via the Club’s email. 

 

A huge thank you to the DWD/Trick Dog Sub-committee for a smooth start to 2023. We are all 

looking forward to a year of learning fun tricks, improving our training skills and perhaps putting it 

all to music for some fabulous dances! 

Above: Brittany ‘Mildred’ demonstrates her stability on a balance bucket in a recent Graduation class 

(Photo: Jess McNamara-Rice) 

Where do we get our perch props from? 
 

Wonder no more! Our colourful class props for 

perch work, trick dog and display team activities 

come from K-Mart. They are called ‘balance 

buckets’ and come in sets of six for $16.00, see 

https://www.kmart.com.au/product/balance-

buckets-43135332/ 

Just add some adhesive velcro strips for grip. 

https://www.kmart.com.au/product/balance-buckets-43135332/
https://www.kmart.com.au/product/balance-buckets-43135332/


               Term Four (2022) Results 
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FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION 

 

Ahmed Zoraeey & Barney 

Alastair Barnett & Barry 

Alesha Williams & Freddie Mercury 

Alexia Tribe & Biscuit  

Allison Hardin & Cherry 

Anetta Menkarska & Ruby 

Angela Valencia & Arlo 

Angelique Riley & Alfonso 

Angelo Varelos & Bagel 

Bernadette Matthew & Rey  

Carolyn Page & Molly 

Cassie Sharp & Teddy 

Cat Campbell & George 

Cherie Wilkinson & Roo 

Claire Mifsud & Archie 

Colin Sweett & Leo 

Colin Sweett & Lily 

Debbie Bowden & Monty 

Deborah Bell & Harley 

Deborah Bell & Lilly 

Deborah Kitto & Roxy 

Denis Wignell & Ollie 

Eliza Cameron & Otto 

Fiona Smith du Toit & Cosima 

Franca Spangaro Mcallan & Maisy 

Freya Velzeboer & Oliver 

Gana Varendran  & Kenzo 

Gemma Peachey & Dusty 

Gigi George & Emma  

Gillian Beaumont & Winnie 

Glenda Murphy & Harry Potter  

Greta Piazzoli & Fergie  

Gwladys Renaudon & Callie 

Jaci van Campenhout & Koda 

Jade Caboche & Pickles 

Jade Giacoppo & Ernie 

Jane Rylands & Cammie 

Janice Lee & Yuki Lee 

Jen Waygood & Vader 

Julie Carpenter & Lutri 

Kathy Roach & Teddy 

Lara Easdale & Gertrude 

Laura Kemp & Anunda 

Leah Makin & Gryphon 

Linda Barnes & Toby 

Lorraine Haslem & Luna 

Lucy Montgomery & Toffee 

Maddison Merrin-Davies & Cable 

Marissa Eldridge & Arlo 

Martin Faulkner  & Bentley  

Martina Zapf & Sonic 

Mary Anne Rosier & Polly 

Matt Tapp & Ripley  

Matt Tapp & Roxi 

Meg Kildea & Derby 

Michelle Carriage & Bronte 

Naomi Wilton & Nox 

Paul Manley & Merlin 

Piette Roberts & Essex 

Rachael Jennings & Jack 

Rebecca Edmundson & Bonnie 

Rebecca Manen & Hazel 

Robyn Martin & Bob 

Ron Kearon & Lucky 

Sally McCarthy & Lila 

Samantha Norrie & Winston 

Sarah Brown & Meika 

Sarah Selleck & Chewie 

Sophie Coulter & Ginny 

Sophie Dale & Lola 

Sophie Groves & Dennis 

Tim Gronow & Rosie 

Toby Richards & Dot 

Tom Blunden & Atticus  

Tom Gay & Bowie 

Victoria Waid & Franklin 

Yasmin Tegen-Anderson & Maisie 

 

CONSOLIDATION TO GRADUATION 

 

Adrian Hall & Kaia 

Alexandra O'Brien & Juniper 

Andrea Hateley & Campbell 

Andrea Hateley & Forrest 

Anna Reiner & Rupert 

Annette Barac & Lolly 

Ashley Kemp & Groover  

Bonnie Parry & Micah 

Bruce Pink & Lilly 

Cath Sansum & Harvey 

Cecilia Nelmes & Midge 

Christian Pratezina & Pepe 

Christl Watt & Shadow 

Clar  Edsor & Hallie 

Clare D'Arcy & Rosie 

Dearne Grant & Frankie 

Dianne Bandle & Archie 

Elly Lawson & Ginny 

Emily  Smith & Archie 

Emily Ireland & Bentley 

Emmy Yager & Cleo 

Freya Velzeboer & Poppy 

Georgina Sainer & Suzy 

Gwladys Renaudon & Jet 

Hayden Jutrisa & Indi 

Jacqui Lovatt & Koda 

Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so 

that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue. 

Results  are based on available documentation. 



Jade Sokic  & Jess 

Janine Hancocks & Tuxedo 

Jen Stein & Myfanwy  

Jennie Moore & Chip 

Jennifer Marshall & River 

Jenny Greentree & Fergus 

Jing Qian & Bagel 

Jinglan Wang & Bobo 

Joshua Spencer & Genevieve 

Juliet Ward & Khamsin 

Kate Finch & Pingu 

Kristen Gidney & Bantha 

Libbi, Maggie and Abi Wilson & Charlie 

Marianne Lovelock & Una 

Marissa Harris & Pippa 

Maya Dawda & Romeo 

Michelle Brayshaw & Maisie 

Michelle Hyde & Storm  

Michelle Williams & Bailey Clark 

Mikaela Goldstein & Coco Goldstein 

Natalie Aked & Boots 

Neil Fleming & Bennie 

Nicole Hirst & Halifax 

Patricia Atkinson & Jasper 

Penny Henskens & Ebony 

Peta Nightingale & Enzo 

Peta Sutton & Billie 

Qingyi Zhang & Rufus Bear 

Rachael Jennings & Chops 

Rachel Dieckmann & April 

Rachel Muntz & Ash 

Ray Pollard & Bundy 

Rose McCrossen & Dusty 

Sam Allen & Rigby 

Samantha Whybrow & Smudge 

Sharleen McGurk & Milo 

Sharron Kinloch & Buffy 

Skye Miller & Willow 

Sue Hackney & Gracie 

Sue Lucey & Izzy 

Tamara Korsten & Laki 

Tom Rowlands & Griff 

Tori Karabin & Moose 

Veronica Doerr & Kiwi 

Yvonne Pino & Winnie 

 

GRADUATION TO COMPANION 

 

Aimee Harvey & Elmo 

Angela Waring & Buddy Waring 

Belinda Dopita & Eevee 

Brendon Santleben & Ralph 

Bronwyn Spackman & Aliaa 

Cathy Moloney & Tayto 

Chris Carlsen & Hattie 

Ciaran Holmes & Zuri 

Danielle Morris & Meggs  

Elizabeth Lockley & Toast 

Emma Phillips & Ziggy 

Heidi Birkby & Marty 

Helen Palma & Audrey 

Helen Palma & Nikki 

Janelle Naughton & Blossom  

Jessica Gear & Darcy 

Jo Piper & Addi 

John Lovell & Luke 

Jonathan Kenna & Pippi 

Judith Ion & Juno 

Julia Agostino & Roxy 

Justine Hall & Kika 

Karen Fisher & Rufus 

Kathryn  Shean & Cali 

Leesa Jess & Hunter 

Lisa Farrall & Remus 

Liza Sheil & Zuri  

Mel MacDonald  & Kobe  

Meredith Joslin & Euca 

Ruth Wheeler & Ripley 

Sarah Angus & George 

Sarah Schipilow & Minnie 

Steve Smith & Tilly 

Steven Green & Penny 

Sue Kowalski & Bentley 

Veronika Pasalic & Daisy 

Zsofia Erdos & Fred 

 

COMPANION I TO COMPANION II 

 

Chrissie Jenkins & Murphy 

Freda Grinham & George 

Michael Carr & Jhana 

Nancy Amarat & Huckleberry  

Rosalyn Bell & Enzo 

Ruth Van Ierschot & Ivy 
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Term 4 results  … continued



Page | 51 The Good Companion | March 2023| Vol 35 | No 1 

Obedience  Trialling and Rally 

By Laraine Frawley — Convenor 

Classes are held on Wednesday mornings and 

Thursday nights for both Obedience and Rally. 

These classes prepare handlers and their dogs 

to compete at trials. Once your dog has the 

required number of qualifications (usually three 

at the lower levels) you can apply for your title 

which means the dog gets letters after its 

name. In Obedience the initial level is CCD 

(Community Companion Dog) and in Rally it is 

RN (Rally Novice). 

 

For handlers in the Behaviour Training classes 

who may be interested in teaching their dogs 

the skills necessary to perhaps compete, there 

is a Skills class on both Wednesday mornings at 

10.00am and Thursday evenings at 6.45pm 

which are for any teams who has completed 

Consolidation or above in the Behaviour 

Training program. A key difference between 

Rally and Obedience is in Rally signs tell you 

what to do and you can talk to your dog 

whereas in Obedience the judge tells you what 

to do and other than giving your dog hand/

voice cues, you remain silent.  Look at the 

information on our website at https://

actcdc.org.au/activities/obedience-triallling 

and https://actcdc.org.au/activities/rally. 

Contact the Club office 

contact@actcdc.org.au if you are interested in 

joining the classes. 

 

With the start of the new year our Skills classes 

on Wednesday mornings and Thursday 

evenings continue to have good numbers of 

handlers learning the more advanced skills  

they and their dogs need to progress to either 

the Rally or Obedience classes. Some handlers 

progressed out of Skills at the end of last year 

and now participate in the Rally and 

Obedience trialling classes. Soon we will see 

these handlers competing with their dogs.  

 

The Club held the first of its double Rally trials for 

the new year on 14 January and drew 

maximum entries for both trials. Handlers and 

their dogs came from the coast and Southern 

Highlands as well as our local triallers from 

Canberra’s three community-based training 

clubs. Results for this and the Club’s subsequent 

Rally trial on 4 March and Obedience trial on 

11 March are provided in this report.  

 

February is a busy month for some Club triallers 

with a few of the keener competitors venturing 

down to Bermagui for its annual Obedience 

and Rally trials hosted by the Bega Valley 

Kennel & Obedience Club and the Sapphire 

Coast Kennel & Obedience Club. This has 

become an annual event for some competitors 

and a social occasion providing an opportunity 

to catchup with fellow competitors from NSW,  

Queensland and Victoria. Results for Club 

members are provided below. Notable among 

the achievements are the perfect scores for 

Laraine Frawley & Golden Retriever ‘Tully’ in the 

Open class and Karen Hobson & Border Collie 

‘Abby’ in the Utility class. A very rare 

achievement.  

 

Above: Border Collie ‘Euca’ - one of the new  

participants in the Wednesday Rally class 

(Photo: Anne Robertson) 

https://actcdc.org.au/activities/obedience-triallling
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/obedience-triallling
https://actcdc.org.au/activities/rally
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Obedience Trialling and Rally … continued

Results from the CDC Rally Trial — 14 January 2023  

Trial 1—Judge Sue Turner (NSW)      Results for Club members only 

 

Novice 

Q  85/100  AUST CH RIVERREED KYBEYAN (BRITTANY) Judith Barlow 

 

Excellent 

Q  80/100  CH. NEUT CH. CALEEBRA ARMANI ACQUA RA JC (FINNISH LAPPHUND) Jeanette  

   Johnson 

 

Masters 

1st  100/100  MORNINGMYST REFLECTIONS (AI) CDX RM RAE SWA TKN NRA (GOLDEN  

   RETRIEVER) Laraine Frawley 

3rd   96/100  BLACKROBIN ULTRA (AI) CDX TD RE (BORDER COLLIE) Jake Blight 

Q  93/100  LEISUREVIEW MONTAGUE KERR CD RAE (CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL)  

   A & C Kaspura 

 

Trial 2—Judge Judy Van Der Vegt (NSW) 

 

Masters 

2nd   98/100  BLACKROBIN ULTRA (AI) CDX TD RE (BORDER COLLIE) Jake Blight 

3rd   97/100  MORNINGMYST REFLECTIONS (AI) CDX RM RAE SWA TKN NRA (GOLDEN  

   RETRIEVER) Laraine Frawley 

Q  94/100  ETHERIAL WANDANA DON (AI) CDX RM RAE (BORDER COLLIE) Ms A McCann 

Q  92/100  LEISUREVIEW MONTAGUE KERR CD RAE (CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL)  

   A & C Kaspura 

Q  90/100  O CH LIFESONG ALL ABOUT JAZZ UDX RM TKS SWA (BORDER COLLIE) Ms K Hobson 

 

Excellent 

1st  98/100  RIFTINTIME RANDOM CHANCE CCD RA (LABRADOR RETRIEVER) Mrs A Walkington 

3rd  96/100  BECKVIEW BRAMBLE THE BEAU CD RE SWA (SHETLAND SHEEPDOG)  

   Catherine Perry 

Q  81/100  CH. NEUT CH. CALEEBRA ARMANI ACQUA RA JC (FINNISH LAPPHUND)  

   Jeanette Johnson 

 

Advanced 

1st   95/100  BECKVIEW BRAMBLE THE BEAU CD RE SWA (SHETLAND SHEEPDOG)  

   Catherine Perry 

 

Novice 

2nd  94/100  AUST CH RIVERREED KYBEYAN (BRITTANY) Judith Barlow 

My thanks go to the instructors who have taken classes in Term 1 and the handlers who jump in to 

help put up and take down Rally courses and generally help to keep classes going.  Sue Howie, 

Trish Woodman and Vikki Evans have taken the Skills classes. Naarilla Hirsch and Lara Sedgmen 

have taken the Rally classes and Charlie Giles and Laraine Frawley have taken the Obedience 

Trialling classes. Thank you to Jo Hagan and Sue Howie who filled in for Charlie and Laraine while 

they were at Bermagui.  

Results from the Bermagui trials  — 12-18 February 2023   Results for Club members only 

Bega Valley Kennel & Obedience Club Obedience Trial - Sunday 12 February 2023: 

 

Utility Dog (UD) – Judge: Ms M Fazekas (NSW) 

1st  197/200  O Ch Lifesong Out Of The Abyss UD TD JD AD TKS SWN Border Collie Ms K Hobson  
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Obedience Trialling and Rally … continued

Bega Valley Kennel & Obedience Club Obedience Trial - Monday 13 February 2023: 

 

Utility Dog (UD) – Judge: Mrs K Houlden (Vic) 

2nd  188/200  O Ch Lifesong Out Of The Abyss UD TD JD AD TKS SWN Border Collie Ms K Hobson  

 

Sapphire Coast Kennel & Obedience Club Rally Trial - Thursday 16 February 2023: 

 

Rally Novice Judge: Mr C Giles (ACT) 

Q 89/100  Tobiashund Little Bitty SWN JC German Shorthaired Pointer Claire Weekes 

Q 84/100  Ch Incavale Simply Irresistible Spanish Water Dog Nicole Fallon 

 

Rally Advanced Judge: Ms M Fazekas (NSW) 

Q 82/100  Ch Riverreed Kybeyan Brittany Judith Barlow 

 

Rally Excellent Judge: Mr R Probert (NSW) 

Q 95/100  Riftintime Random Chance CCD RA Labrador Retriever Anne Walkington 

Q 90/100  Ch Incavale Shes Got The Booty CD RA TK S AD JDX JDO SPD GD SD FDCH SWN  

   Spanish Water Dog Nicole Fallon 

 

Rally Master Judge: Mrs P Hartwell (NSW) 

3rd  99/100  Tri Neut Ch (R)(O) Morningmyst Lord Of the Isle RAE ORA SPDX SD ADX JD GD TKS 

    SWN Golden Retriever Ms L Frawley 

Q 97/100  Morningmyst Reflections (AI) CDX RAE RM TKS SWA NRA Golden Retriever  

   Laraine Frawley 

Q 95/100  Riftintime Random Chance CCD RA Labrador Retriever Anne Walkington 

Q 95/100  Leisureview Montague Kerr CD RAE RM Cavalier King Charles Spaniel  

   Mr Andre Kaspura 

Q 90/100  Blackrobin Ultra (AI) CDX RE Border Collie Jake Blight 

Q 85/100  Dual Ch (R) Neut Ch Riftintime Bohemian Rhapsody CDX RAE TKS ORA 

   Labrador Retriever Anne  

   Walkington 

Q 85/100  Neberden Perfectionist CD RE 

   SWN JDM2 ADM3 JDO2 ADO2  

   GDX SPDX SDX AFCH Cocker 

   Spaniel Nicole Fallon 

 

Sapphire Coast Kennel & Obedience Club  

Obedience Trial - Friday 17 February 2023: 

 

Companion Dog Excellent (CDX) Judge: Mrs K 

Houlden (VIC) 

1st  200/200  Tri Neut Ch (R)(O) Morningmyst  

   Lord Of the Isle RAE ORA SPDX SD 

   ADX JD GD TKS SWN Golden  

   Retriever Ms L Frawley  

 

Utility Dog (UD) Judge: Mrs K Ayton (VIC) 

1st  200/200  O CH Lifesong Out Of The Abyss  

   UD TK.S TD JD AD SWN Border  

   Collie Karen Hobson 

3rd  188/200  Etherial Wandana Don (AI) CDX  

   RM RAE Border Collie Alison  

   McCann 

 
Above: Laraine & ‘Tully’ and Karen & ‘Abby’ with 

their fabulous rosettes and other prizes following 

their perfect scores of 200/200 at the Sapphire 

Coast Kennel & Obedience Club‘s Obedience 

Trial on Friday 17 February 2023 

(Photo reproduced from CDC Facebook page) 
Thanks to the Bega Valley and Sapphire Coast clubs 

for providing these results for the magazine 
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Obedience Trialling and Rally … continued

Trial 1—Judge Mr Charles Giles (ACT)      Results for Club members only 

 

Novice 

2nd  92/100  CH NEUT CH CALEEBRA ELIXIR OF LOVE (AI) JC (FINNISH LAPPHUND) J Johnson, 

3rd  81/100  KYSARIDGE AURUM ECTOR (RHODESIAN RIDGEBACK) Juliet Ward 

Q  72/100  MICMAQ HEADHUNTER (NOVA SCOTIA DUCK TOLLING RETRIEVER) Ms Sarah Mills 

 

Advanced 

2nd  94/100  ELVYNE THERE AND BACK AGAIN (CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL)  

   Ms A Thom & Mrs M Jackson  

Q  85/100  AUST CH RIVERREED KYBEYAN RN (BRITTANY) Judith Barlow  

Q  85/100  MAXWELL (ASSOCIATE) Marina Kim  

 

Excellent 

1st  100/100  CALLICOMA SUZUKI BANDIT CD RA (AUSTRALIAN KELPIE) Ms S Howie  

2nd  99/100  AEKAE MY T FLICK CCD. CDX.  RE. TK.S. (AUSTRALIAN KELPIE) Mrs S Jeffries  

Q  93/100  CH. INCAVALE SHES GOT THE BOOTY CD RA TK.S AD JDX JDO GD SPD SD SWN  

   FDCH (SPANISH WATER DOG) Nicole Fallon  

Q  88/100  RIFTINTIME RANDOM CHANCE CCD RA (LABRADOR RETRIEVER) Mrs A Walkington  

 

Masters 

1st  100/100  MORNINGMYST REFLECTIONS (AI) CDX RM RAE SWA TKN NRA (GOLDEN  

   RETRIEVER) Laraine Frawley 

2nd  100/100  2nd KERODAN WICCA SPIRIT CDX RE RAE SWA TKS ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD GDX 

   SDX (BORDER COLLIE) Mr R & Ms A White 

3rd  99/100  O CH LIFESONG ALL ABOUT JAZZ UDX RM TKS SWA (BORDER COLLIE)  

   Karen Hobson 

Q  97/100  SHTAR AUSSIE FLOKI CDX RAE RM (GOLDEN RETRIEVER) Ms S Hey 

Q  95/100  LEISUREVIEW MONTAGUE KERR CD RAE RM (CAVALIER KING CHARLES  

   SPANIEL) A & C Kaspura 

 

Trial 2—Judge Mr Ron Probert (NSW) 

 

Masters 

1st  100/100  MORNINGMYST REFLECTIONS (AI) CDX RM RAE SWA TKN NRA (GOLDEN  

   RETRIEVER) Laraine Frawley 

Results from the CDC Rally Trial — 4 March 2023  

Sapphire Coast Kennel & 

Obedience Club Obedience Trial - 

Saturday 18 February 2023: 

 

Utility Dog (UD)  

Judge: Mr R Probert (NSW) 

 

3rd  183/200 

RCh Lokabe Rhythm II CDX RM  

RAE JDX JDO ADM ADO SDX GD 

TK.S Australian Kelpie Vikki Evans 

Right: Vikki Evans’ Australian Kelpie 

‘Rhythm’ engaged in the UD scent 

discrimination exercise at the Cooma 

& District Kennel & Obedience Club’s 

Obedience Trial in November last year 

(Photo: Joanne Hagan) 
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Obedience Trialling and Rally … continued

This was the Club’s first Obedience Trial for the year, attracting 31 competitors under judges Ron 

Probert (NSW) and Terry Griffin (NSW). There were two qualifiers in CCD, one in CD and three in 

CDX. Unfortunately, there were no qualifiers in UD or UDX. Results for Club members are provided 

below. 

 

A big thank you to Anne Walkington for providing catering for judges and stewards, and a big 

thank you to all the people who helped make this trial a success.  We had a lovely evening. 

(Simone Hey, Trial Manager) 

 

CDX — Judge Mr Terry Griffin (NSW)       

2nd  194/200 Victor Grzeszkiewicz UHLMSDORF RUSSIAN ROULETTE (A1)AZ BSC1 CDX  

   UD GERMAN SHEPHERD 

3rd  193/200 Ms S Howie CALLICOMA SUZUKI BANDIT CD RE - AUSTRALIAN KELPIE  

   (Congratulations on your CDX title!) 

Results from the CDC Obedience Trial — 11 March 2023   Results for Club members only 

3rd  96/100  KERODAN WICCA SPIRIT CDX RE RAE SWA TKS ADO ADM JDO JDM SPD GDX SDX 

   (BORDER COLLIE) Mr R & Ms A White 

Q  90/100  NEBERDEN PERFECTIONIST CD RE SWN JDO2 ADO2 ADM2 JDM2 GDX SPDX 

   SD AFCH TK.S (COCKER SPANIEL) Nicole Fallon 

Q  90/100  O CH LIFESONG ALL ABOUT JAZZ UDX RM TKS SWA (BORDER COLLIE)  

   Karen Hobson 

 

Excellent  

1st  100/100  CALLICOMA SUZUKI BANDIT CD RA (AUSTRALIAN KELPIE) Ms S Howie 

3rd  100/100  CH. INCAVALE SHES GOT THE BOOTY CD RA TK.S AD JDX JDO GD SPD SD SWN  

   FDCH (SPANISH WATER DOG) Nicole Fallon 

Q  93/100  BECKVIEW BRAMBLE THE BEAU CD RE SWA (SHETLAND SHEEPDOG) Catherine  

   Perry  

 

Advanced 

3rd  98/100  BECKVIEW BRAMBLE THE BEAU CD RE SWA (SHETLAND SHEEPDOG) Catherine  

   Perry  

Q  83/100  AUST CH RIVERREED KYBEYAN RN (BRITTANY) Judith Barlow  

 

Novice 

1st  92/100  MICMAQ HEADHUNTER (NOVA SCOTIA DUCK TOLLING RETRIEVER) Ms Sarah Mills 

Thanks to our Xmas raffle sponsors 

The Kambah Inn 
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     Agility Action 

By Linda Spinaze — Convenor 

We’ve certainly had an interesting summer with relatively cool temperatures and various amounts 

of rain.  I’ve enjoyed being able to take my dogs in the car more often, without having to worry 

about them getting too hot. 

 

Congratulations to all the award winners who were nominated at our Annual Awards last 

December.  A special mention to our Agility handlers: Denise Iglesias and ‘Jive’ (Agility Dog of the 

Year), Karen Hobson and ‘Abby’ (Novice Agility Dog of the Year), Aisha Mazouz with 

‘Ginger’ (Junior Handler of the Year) and Lara Sedgmen and ‘Dublin’ who won the Clear Round 

Award for the fifth time. Well done, everyone!  

 

The summer months have traditionally been a relatively quiet time for Agility, since the heat does 

not encourage such an active sport. We enjoyed a couple of trials late in 2022: one in late 

October, and a Games trial in early December.  Our first trial for the Club in 2023 was held on 18th 

February, and we were fortunate that the heat of the day had abated by the start of the trial.  

 

Classes are up and 

running for our first 

session of the year.  

There are Agility classes 

on Monday, Tuesday 

and Wednesday 

evenings, and 

sometimes at weekends 

when we can’t fit them 

in to the mid-week 

schedule. We currently 

have 90 handlers on our 

class lists.  Our grateful 

thanks to all instructors 

who are taking a class 

this session. 

 

As you may have 

noticed, the Agility shed 

was re-arranged over 

the holiday break, with 

the tunnel trolleys being  

    moved near the roller   

    door. This did not work 

out as well as we hoped, so we changed things back to the old lay-out!  Unfortunately one of the 

Club’s  see-saws has been damaged and cannot be repaired to withstand the heavy use it gets 

in training, so a replacement see-saw is on order in readiness for our big Easter trial. 

 

The Agility Sub-committee continues to have problems attracting enough stewards for our trials. 

Belconnen Dog Obedience Club makes stewarding a pre-requisite for being able to start training 

in Agility, however, we think that it is more valuable for handlers if they steward once they know 

some basic Agility. Therefore we have made a decision to require all handlers to volunteer for one 

day of stewarding (or two half days) before they can graduate to train at Level 4.   

 

This will be my last Agility report as Agility Convenor.  I am handing over the reins to Wendy 

Stewart who has been on the Sub-committee for quite a few years, and I’m sure she will be 

extremely capable in keeping Agility afloat (some of you know that Wendy has a background in 

the Navy!). I have thoroughly enjoyed my time on the Agility Sub-committee, but I do look forward 

to instructing and competing without the extra responsibilities! 

 

You can read all about Linda’s service to the Club on pages 11-12 

Above: Handler Stephanie provides ‘Hastings’ with a clear directional cue 

during the February trial (Photo: Linda Spinaze) 
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Agility action … continued

Results from the CDC Gamblers Trial — 6 December 2022 
Results for Club members only 

Novice Gamblers 400 Judge: Helen Mosslar SCT 60.00 seconds 

1st Q   March, V Bidgeesrun Calls Me Foxy Lady 52.02 seconds 28 points 

2nd Q  Sands, N Albionshore Nebula 54.04 seconds 24 points 

Novice Gamblers 500 Judge: Helen Mosslar SCT 60.00 seconds 

2nd Q  Lewis, M Realtin Aine 60.00 seconds 24 points 

3rd Q  Roberts, L Rue 51.76 seconds 23 points 

Novice Gamblers 600 Judge: Helen Mosslar 60.00 seconds 

1st Q   Brazier-Hollins, S Ozzstyle Royal Crown 54.59 seconds 30 points 

Excellent Gamblers 300 Judge: Helen Mosslar SCT 63.00 seconds 

1st Q   White, K Luna 61.13 seconds 27 points 

2nd Q  Swan, N Pawsintime My Boy Benson 59.17 seconds 25 points 

Excellent Gamblers 400 Judge: Helen Mosslar SCT 63.00 seconds 

1st Q   Fallon, N Incavale Shes Got The Booty 61.54 seconds 25 points 

Excellent Gamblers 500 Judge: Helen Mosslar SCT 63.00 seconds 

1st Q   Sedgmen, L Charalandra Loose As Diamonds 53.00 seconds 25 points 

Masters Gamblers 500 Judge: Helen Mosslar SCT 60.00 seconds 

1st Q   Brown, B Oliver Brown 57.78 seconds 35 points 

Masters Gamblers 600 Judge: Helen Mosslar SCT 60.00 seconds 

1st Q   Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 54.21 seconds 35 points 

Results from the CDC Jumping, Agility and Snooker Trial — 18 February 2023 
Results for Club members only 

Masters Jumping 500 Judge: Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 39.00 seconds  

2nd Q  Langshaw, L Jagger 27.53 seconds 

Excellent Jumping 300 Judge: Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 40.00 seconds  

1st Q   Mitra, U Locky 34.26 seconds 

Excellent Jumping 500 Judge: Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 37.00 seconds 

1st Q   Iglesias, D Flatout FireFox 21.78 seconds 

Excellent Jumping 600 Judge: Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 38.00 seconds 

1st Q   Windsor, S Hastings 22.57 seconds 

Novice Jumping 300 Judge: Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 43.00 seconds 

1st Q   Gill, P Fencho Raphsody in Blue 31.69 seconds 

Novice Jumping 600 Judge: Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 41.00 seconds 

1st Q   Spinaze, L Capelin 27.91 seconds 

2nd Q  Kim, M Maxwell 32.69 seconds 

Novice Agility 600 Judge: Barbara Brown SCT 70.00 seconds 

1st Q   Simonsen, D Ch Perfu Starry Knight 38.34 seconds 

Novice Agility 400 Judge: Barbara Brown SCT 70.00 seconds 

1st Q   Mazouz, A Ginger 37.24 seconds 

2nd Q  Sangfai, P Mildred 42.88 seconds 

Novice Agility 300 Judge: Barbara Brown SCT 72.00 seconds 

2nd Q  Mitra, U Locky 60.31 seconds 

3rd Q  Gill, P Fencho Raphsody in Blue 39.53 seconds 

Masters Agility 600 Judge: Barbara Brown SCT 67.00 seconds 

1st Q   Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 50.36 seconds 

Masters Agility 500 Judge: Barbara Brown SCT 65.00 seconds 

1st Q   Sedgmen, L Charalandra Loose As Diamonds 49.12 seconds 

2nd Q  March, V Pippa 56.39 seconds 

Masters Agility 400 Judge:  Barbara Brown SCT 67.00 seconds 

1st Q   Felczynski, N Albionshore Spellbound 45.28 seconds 

2nd Q  Fraser, F Tendayi Magic Pearl of Joy 52.35 seconds 

Novice Snooker 500 Judge: Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 45.00 seconds 

1st Q   Roberts, L Rue 43.57 seconds 16 points 



 

Would you like to advertise in the Club’s magazine ?  We distribute 

about 350 printed copies of the magazine to members four times a 

year and you can access all issues on our website - it’s a great way 

to get your name out there. Advertising for the next issue is due by 

1 May. Current advertising rates are: 

TGC ADVERTISING 

Page Size Width Length 
Single 

(1 issue) 

Yearly 

(4 issues) 

Full Page 170 mm 270 mm $60.00 $225.00   

1/2 Page 170 mm 130 mm $35.00 $125.00   

1/4 Page 80 mm 130 mm $20.00 No Yearly rate 

Email contact@actcdc.org.au if you would like to advertise. 
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Agility action … continued

Open Jumping Judge: Geoff Woodman SCT 44.00 seconds 

1st Q   Roberts, L Rue 24.84 seconds 

2nd Q  Gill, P Beljekali Anouk 26.23 seconds 

3rd Q  Sedgmen, L Charalandra Loose As Diamonds 27.12 seconds 

4th Q  Roberts, L Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean 29.66 seconds 

5th Q  Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 30.69 seconds 

7th Q  Brown, K Alamoana To Sir With Love 36.32 seconds 

8th Q  Pensko, S Albiglen Nicoles Choice 37.87 seconds 

Masters Jumping 600 Judge: Geoff Woodman SCT 50.00 seconds 

1st Q   Sedgmen, L Graebrook Dublin Rogue 40.12 seconds 

Masters Jumping 500 Judge: Geoff Woodman SCT 48.00 seconds 

1st Q   Barlow, J Riverreed Shez Tailermaid 33.30 seconds 

3rd Q  March, V Pippa 43.53 seconds 

Masters Jumping 300 Judge: Geoff Woodman SCT 50.00 seconds 

1st Q   White, K Luna 42.32 seconds 

2nd Q  Brown, K Alamoana To Sir With Love 45.08 seconds 

3rd Q  Pensko, S Mojitogold Love Me Do 46.01 seconds 

5th Q  Swan, N Pawsintime My Boy Benson 49.46 seconds  

Novice Jumping 600 Judge: Geoff Woodman SCT 46.00 seconds 

3rd Q  Brazier-Hollins, S Ozzstyle Royal Crown 26.95 seconds 

4th Q  Gill, P Beljekali Anouk 28.37 seconds 

Novice Jumping 500 Judge: Geoff Woodman SCT 44.00 seconds 

2nd Q  Barlow, J Riverreed Kybeyan 30.49 seconds 

3rd Q  Adams, D Ernie 34.16 seconds 

Novice Jumping 400 Judge: Geoff Woodman SCT 44.00 seconds 

1st Q   March, V Bidgeesrun Calls Me Foxy Lady 20.46 seconds 

2nd Q  Sangfai, P Mildred 26.00 seconds 

Novice Jumping 300 Judge: Geoff Woodman SCT 46.00 seconds 

1st Q   Gill, P Fencho Raphsody in Blue 38.19 seconds 

Results from the CDC Jumping Trial — 7 March 2023 
Results for Club members only 

Novice Snooker 600 Judge: Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 47.00 seconds 

1st Q   Brainwood, M Zac 32.63 seconds 14 points 

2nd Q  Spinaze, L Capelin 37.65 seconds 14 points 

Excellent Snooker 400 Judge: Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 49.00 seconds 

1st Q   Iglesias, D Flatout Sweet Revenge 29.73 seconds 18 points 

Excellent Snooker 500 Judge: Judy Van Der Vegt SCT 47.00 seconds 

2nd Q  Langshaw, L Jagger 32.92 seconds 18 points 

3rd Q  March, V Pippa 37.72 seconds 18 points 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Flyball Feats 

 By Vanessa March — Convenor 

The 2023 Flyball season is starting to kick off.  

We resumed training in January, and are 

looking forward to making waves in the racing 

lanes for 2023.  

 

Summer Skills and Drills – January – Castlehill 

 

Things have been off to a good start with Hari 

Lodwick and her German Koolie, Tabasco, 

making the trip to Castlehill to enter the ring at 

Summer Skills and Drills for singles training 

racing. This was a training day under 

competition conditions with lights and a judge 

but with the added barrier down the middle of 

the lanes for the safety of both lanes in case a 

wayward dog crossed the lanes.  The reports 

that came back were very positive, especially 

considering how much Tabasco struggles with 

sensitivity in the racing lanes and Hari has 

worked extra hard at supporting Tabasco 

through this. Both of them have really made 

some great advances with the work done. Well 

done to both of them.  
 

Beginners intake 2023 

 

We have run an intake early this session and we 

have welcomed Erik (Border Collie), Hastings 

(Koolie), Earl (Whippet), Jasper (Australian 

Shepherd), Elvis & Buffy (Labradors) and their 

handlers. We look forward to updating their 

progress in future issues. 

 

Canberra Royal 2023 

 

ACTCDC Canberra X-Factor was host club to 

the Flyball Comp for the 2023 Royal Canberra 

Show. We were guided by the wonderful Kylie 

White, who has had many years of experience 

in the operation and running of the Flyball at 

this event. The Royal Canberra Show is a huge 

3 day event, there is so much to see and do. 

Flyball is always popular and sees a constant 

flow of audiences in the little grandstands 

ringside. It was a great turn out regarding 

teams– we even had Supersonics Club join us 

all the way from Queensland. 

It was a full on and fantastic weekend that 

started on the Friday with training and 

demonstrations throughout the day. A great 

showcase to the audience that stopped by the 

Flyball ring, anything from an introduction to 

what Flyball looks like from early on from basic 

training up to dogs that can do full runs. Four 

clubs had dogs entered and they rotated time 

in the ring throughout the day, working on their 

skills.  

 

One of our teams’ youngest members, Bernie 

the Border Collie, who belongs to Vanessa 

March, entered the ring for the first time at 6.5 

months old and did some flat recalls. He did a 

fantastic job given the environment – this may 

seem like a young age to be Flyball training, 

but as we cannot use equipment until they are 

over 12 months old we use opportunities like 

this for environmental socialisation and building 

the dog/handler relationship within the ring 

once they have some basic foundation skills.  

 

Hari was also entered ring training with 

Tabasco, and he really started to shine even 

though we still have some little bumps to iron 

out. 

 

Above: Tabasco at Summer Skills and Drills 

(Photo: Same Ramsay) 

Above: Canberra Royal ring (Photo: Courtney Robb) 
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Flyball feats … continued

Saturday was day one of the two single day 

comps. There were 18 teams from ten clubs – X-

Factor ran in Division 1 with a line up of Dan, 

Garth, Erin, Austin, Charlie and Ember. The 

team was a force to reckon with and came in 

with a first place, with Ember on the team at 

6th dog as she has recently returned to the 

lanes post-puppy duties and was working in the 

warms up to get back into the comp groove. 

During the lunch break our team’s other 

youngest member, Kylie White’s newest starter 

Moet, her 5.5 month old Border Collie entered 

the ring and completed some amazing flat 

recalls. Kylies other dog Luna (Border Collie x 

Jack Russell), did some full runs, as we are 

hoping to have her return to racing after 12 

months off. Kate Freeman and her young 

Border Collie Marshall did some beautiful full 

runs .We look forward to him advancing his 

training and  joining the squad dog at comps in 

2023. 

 

Luka and Pippa ran with some of the Manly 

And District teams (also known as MAD). Both 

of their teams ran really well. To top off what a 

great day it was Pippa, Charlie and Erin earnt 

the last points they needed for their next titles. 

Congratulations! 

 

Sunday saw another 18 teams run across the 

day. Again X-Factor ran in Division 1. This day 

with a change of dogs – Dan, Erin, Charlie, 

green dog Harvey and Ember. They didn’t run 

as smoothly as the previous day, but we saw 

Kate Freeman and her other dog Harvey, 

(Kelpie X) step in to the racing lane and he rose 

to the challenge of running in a few more races 

than was planned. They did well given the 

tough circumstances in their first comp and 

introduction to racing. Harvey and Kate not 

only did a great job but also earnt their first 

flyball title and a few points towards their next 

one. The team came third in the Division. 

 

Kate and Marshall entered the ring for lunch 

time training and again another brilliant 

performance doing full runs like a pro.   

 

Pippa and Luka teamed up with their friends 

Bix, Ellie and Revan and re-formed their open 

team Canberra X-traordinary, the same team 

they ran with at the Nationals in 2022. The 

performance wasn’t quiet what they had at 

the Nationals but given it was their first comp 

back with hotter weather conditions the team 

still ran well coming in third place in Open 

Division. 

 

The whole weekend was commentated by two 

amazing flyballers – John Lennox and Steve Pitt 

– they kept the crowds informed and educated 

about Flyball as well as entertained between 

races with Kylie White filling in on the mic when 

John or Steve needed a break.  

 

We couldn’t have asked for better weather. 

Maybe a few degrees cooler would have been 

Above: Bernie working with Vanessa  

(Photo: Supplied by Vanessa March) 

Above: Crowds watching the action 

(Photo: Amanda Bateup) 

Crowds outside the rings  

(Photo: Supplied  by Peter 

Graves) 
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Flyball feats … continued

nice, and less wind on Sunday afternoon, as a few 

gazebos were lost in a small dust storm ... 

 

The companies who supported our raffle were 

fantastic, we were able to raffle off some great 

hampers with a variety of products supplied by Wolfs 

Den, Antinol, Huds and Toke, Animal Naturals, Bio 

Bags, Clear Dog Treats and some great items donated 

by our team.  

 

And we were a little spoilt by our team member Hari 

for bringing along some yummy X-Factor style 

cupcakes. 

 

Other news 

 

We have had our annual home ground racemeet 

‘MAYhem’ approved and we look forward to seeing 

lots of Club members on Saturday 28 May. 

 

The 2023 Flyball Nationals will be held at Symonston 

Park (opposite the Club grounds at the Greyhound 

track) in September 2023.  

 

We have also welcomed Jason McFarlane to the X-

Factor family. Jason brings with him experienced dogs 

Rock (Border Collie) and Storm (Jack Russell) and 

trainee Bill (Border Collie). Jason, too, brings much 

experience of Flyball. X-Factor members raced with 

Jason and Rock at the 2021 ACT State Titles as an 

Open team. We are looking forward to our first race as 

a Regular Division team with Jason in March at the 

Hypro Hounds in the Hills competition. 

 

As with all welcomes, we have farewells. We have 

Above: Charlie in action (far lane)  

(Photo: Supplied by Vanessa March) 

Above: Raffle hampers being assembled 

(Photo: Vanessa March) 

 

Below: Hari’s X-Factor cupcakes 



Flyball feats … continued

SMILE — YOU’RE ON CCTV 
  

The Club’s buildings and grounds are under  

constant video camera surveillance  

to provide better security and safety for members. 
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farewelled Maxwell and Kismet and wish 

them and their handlers good luck in their 

flyball journey. 

 

ACTCDC X-Factor is sponsored by Janine 

Fabre Photography and Animal Naturals. 

ALERT— EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

ALWAYS FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS OF CLUB OFFICIALS 

OR EMERGENCY SERVICES PERSONNEL IF PRESENT 

In the event of an emergency (eg fire, gas explosion or other significant 

event) 

• Call 000 

• Evacuate Club buildings and/or grounds  

• Take hand-held belongings and your dog(s) with you 

• Assist any people and dogs in need  

• If safe to do so, leave the Club in your car. If not, take the nearest route to the Emergency  

Assembly point (corner Jerrabomberra Avenue and Narrabundah Lane) and await further  

directions  

In the event of a medical emergency (people) 

• For major incidents or injuries call 000  

• During Club activities—access a first aid kit from the Club’s buildings and  

administer first aid 

• Submit an incident report to the Club office after the incident has been  

addressed 

In the event of a medical emergency (dogs) 

• Contact the nearest veterinary clinic 

 Inner South Veterinary Centre—47 Jerrabomberra Avenue, Narrabundah T 6295 

0770 

 Animal Referral Hospital—364 Fairbairn Avenue, Pialligo T 6280 6344 

 Canberra Veterinary Emergency Services—21 Crinigan Circuit, Gungahlin T 6225 

7257 

In the event of injured wildlife 

• Contact Access Canberra  for injured kangaroos T 13 22 81 or ACT Wildlife 

for other wildlife  

T 0432 300 033  

In the event of a personal threat (physical or verbally abusive behaviour) 

• Call 000 if there is a fear of injury or harm 



29 November 2022 

• We confirmed Club members who have 

administration and posting rights to the 

Club’s public Facebook page and 

private Club-based Facebook groups for 

Agility, DWD/Trick Dog, Flyball, Scent 

Work and Instructors. Such rights are 

reviewed on an annual basis. 

• We noted that the total income for the 

year to 31 October 2022 was $36,290 or 

69% more than the same time last year. 

In 2022-23 bookings for Term 3 

Foundation Behaviour Training classes 

opened in early July whereas in 2021-22 

they opened in June 2021. Expenses 

before depreciations were 

higher than last year by 

71% for the same period. 

The increase in expenses 

was due to less 

expenditure being 

incurred last year due to 

the Club's inability to 

operate due to the ACT 

COVID-19 lockdown 

between August and 

October 2021.  As a result of the 

changes in income and expenses there 

was a significant increase in the profit of 

$18,054 for this year compared with a 

profit of $11,233 for the same period last 

year. Membership revenues were 

significantly up compared to last year by 

$56,985. This was because Term 3 income 

was recorded in July 2022 compared to 

June 2021. 

• We noted the submission of our 

independent site valuation to the ACT 

Government as part of ongoing 

discussions about the Government’s 

significant increase (almost 300%) in the 

Club’s land rent for the next three years. 

• We agreed to invest part of the Club’s 

cash reserves in term deposits on a rolling 

basis following the improvement in 

deposit interest rates being offered by 

financial institutions. 

• We noted discussions with VRA Recue 

NSW regarding the hire of the Back 

Paddock in 2023 to assist with the 

organisation’s training of its search dog 

volunteers. 

• We agreed to expenditure to replace 

the existing water storage tank in the 

Bore Paddock due to the parlous state 

of the concrete tank (now 14 years old). 

• We acknowledged the Display Team’s 

participation at Floriade and the Hall 

Village Christmas Fair as part of the 

Club’s outreach activities. 

• We endorsed Claire Weekes as a 

member of the Scent Work Sub-

Committee. 

• We noted the success of the Club’s 

inaugural Scent Work trial on 4 

November with two qualifications 

gained at the Excellent level. 

• We noted that Behaviour 

Training handouts are now 

being distributed electronically 

to class members (in place of 

paper). 

• We noted that the 

Behaviour Training Sub-

Committee had undertaken an 

analysis of training goals 

identified by 245 new members 

in 2021. This analysis is informing 

a review of the BT syllabus. 

• We welcomed one new team to the 

Dogs-As-Therapy program. 

• We finalised arrangements for the Club’s 

Christmas Party and Annual Awards. 

 

31 January  2023 
 

• We noted that the total income for the 

year to 31 December 2022 was $40,456 

or 60% more than the same period in 

2021-22 due to the timing of Term 3 

bookings in 2022. 

• We noted out-of-session approval to 

engage GLS Electrical to investigate 

electrical faults in the Club’s flood lights. 

• We noted advice from the ACT 

Government regarding proposed 

changes to regulations applying to 

incorporated associations.  

• We noted purchase of online training 

videos and portable voice amplifiers for 

use by instructors as part of expenditure 

of the Club’s 2021 Volunteer Grant. 

• We noted further investigations  

regarding the legal character and 
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 Committee Notes  

The Club’s Main Committee meets on the last Tuesday of every month (except December). 

Copies of Committee minutes are available on request from the Club’s Secretary.  

Some of the matters discussed at recent meetings are noted below. © 



Page | 64 The Good Companion | March 2023| Vol 35 | No 1 

Committee notes … continued

duration of the Club’s lease and 

reappraisal of the value of the Club’s 

land by the ACT Government.  

• We noted that work had now been 

completed to transfer a complete set of 

the Club’s newsletter to the ACT 

Government’s Heritage Library 

(approximately 250 issues). The Club has 

published a newsletter continuously since 

1973. The newsletter became known as 

The Good Companion in 1989. This 

means that this aspect of the Club’s 

social history will be preserved and 

accessible in perpetuity. 

• We noted that the 2021 Dog of the Year 

portraits had been added to the framed 

collection in the main clubroom and that 

honour boards had been updated to 

include the 2022 Dog of the Year 

recipients and UD/UDX title holders.  

• We noted some enhancements to the 

Club’s website to help prospective 

members understand when and how to 

apply for classes (see link from ‘Enrolment 

closed’ button on home page).  

• We noted repairs to failed floodlights 

(caused by bird damage) and 

adjustments to the angle of the floodlight 

in the southern corner of the Agility ring to 

provide better light distribution. 

• We noted testing of the irrigation system 

that identified that three sprinklers were 

not operational. Repairs will be 

undertaken. 

• We noted enhancements to the Club’s 

wired/wireless public address system to 

increase its range and reliability on the 

grounds. 

• We noted the purchase of a three-metre-

high ladder with safety platform and 

railing for the Club.  

• We noted that the clubhouse floor had 

been professionally cleaned over the 

holiday break. 

• We endorsed Cherie Wilkinson as a Trick 

Dog instructor for the Club. 

• We noted planning for the Club’s Scent 

Work trials in April and July, including co-

ordination with Tuggeranong Dog 

Training Club and Belconnen Dog 

Obedience Club to provide 

complementary classes and elements (as 

these clubs are holding trials on the same 

respective weekends). 

• We noted the success of the Club’s first 

Rally trial for the year, held on 14 January. 

• We noted that the Agility Sub-Committee 

has commenced its 2023 Agility 

Instructors course with four participants. 

• We noted that the Club had hosted a 

mock Trick Dog Test on 11 February to 

support local aspiring ANKC Trick Dog 

judges undergoing their training through 

Dogs ACT. 

• We noted planning for Term 1 Behaviour 

Training classes, with 88 members 

enrolled in Foundation classes and 274 

members returning for the higher classes. 

• We noted the Flyball Sub-Committee’s 

intention to replace its competition jumps 

to bring them up to standard. 

Assistance dogs, trained to assist people with a disability, fulfil a number of important roles. There is 

growing recognition of the importance of safeguarding the welfare of assistance animals. 

 

This review synthesises information about the welfare of assistance dogs in Australia. Several 

aspects of assistance dogs’ lives may pose animal welfare concerns including intensive training, 

the physical and mental demands of their work, stress, the lack of down time, issues later in life 

and relinquishment. For example, few aged care facilities in Australia permit assistance dogs likely 

resulting in relinquishment which is distressing for people and dogs.  

 

Regulatory mechanisms may be used to safeguard the welfare of assistance dogs. For example, 

in Queensland, animal-handler teams must be certified by an approved trainer, and it is implicit 

that the dog is treated in a manner that ensures they can perform the duties for which they are 

certified. The authors also recommend that greater support needs to be provided to animal-

handler teams so animals’ needs can be met throughout their lives.  

 

Salmon A, Driscoll C, Paterson M et al (2022) ‘Issues regarding the welfare of assistance dogs’ in 

Animals 12 (23), 3250.  

 

Abstract from RSPCA Australia Animal Welfare Science Update (Issue 80, January 2023) 

Assistance dogs need assistance too  
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Why “sit” happens … continued

The Club is accredited under the ACT 

Government’s business recycling program in 

recognition of its waste management 

initiatives.  

 

Please ‘do the right thing’ and always use the 

most appropriate bin to dispose of rubbish on 

the Club grounds. Unsure? Read the posters on 

the bins and around the grounds to make the 

right choice. 

 

Did you know that most drink bottles and cans 

attract a 10 cent refund under the ACT 

Government’s Container Deposit Scheme? The 

Club is collecting refundable containers as a  

fund-raising initiative so please put any 

refundable containers you use on the grounds 

in the designated bin (that’s the one with the 

round hole in the top) located by the Workshop 

and inside the Clubhouse. Check the 

information  on page 66 to make sure you 

know what containers are eligible—it makes 

our job so much easier! 

 

 

By Kirstin Henderson 

       Business Recycling 

Above: Place refundable drink containers in the bin 

on the left and other ‘mixed recyclables’ in the bin 

on the right (ie used coffee cups, rigid plastics,  

unsoiled paper, cardboard and glass) 

Did you know that the ACT 

Government is proposing to ban all 

oxo-degradable plastic products 

such as degradable plastic bags 

from 1 July 2022? This includes oxo-

degradable plastics often used in 

dog waste bags. 

 

Fortunately there are alternatives to 

oxo-degradable plastic dog waste 

bags and the Club has been using 

them for more than five years! 

 

We use BioBag compostable dog 

waste bags in the dispensers on the 

Club grounds and sell the same 

bags in the Club shop. These bags 

are certified compostable under the 

European Standard EN 13432 and this Standard is recognised by the 

ACT Government.  

 

Packs of 50 bags cost $6.00 at the 

Club shop.  

 

We also use Compost-A-Pak 

compostable bin liners in our metal 

waste bins on the grounds. These 

liners are certified compostable 

under the Australian Standard AS 

4736-2006 also recognised by the ACT Government.  See the special 

‘members only’ offer to purchase their dog waste bags on page 2. 
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Business recycling … continued



    Club Activities 

 

BASIC BEHAVIOUR TRAINING 

 
The Club offers four levels of Behaviour Training 

classes for all breeds and ages of dogs to learn 

how to behave appropriately at home and in 

the community. These classes will help you 

understand how your dog learns and will teach 

you how to train your dog to be a good 

companion. The focus is on teaching practical 

life skills such as learning to relax, walking on 

lead without pulling; to come when called; to 

sit and lie down on cue; to wait politely at 

doors and gates; to calmly meet people; and 

to socialize appropriately with dogs and 

people. Classes are aligned with school terms 

and bookings open about five weeks before 

the start of each term. Dates for the next 

course can be found in the Calendar on the 

website. 

 

DOGS-AS-THERAPY 

 
Members and their dogs visit nursing homes 

and schools to provide pet therapy for residents 

and students. If you have a dog that is people 

and dog friendly and isn’t fazed by noise and 

movement this activity might be for you. 

 

COMPETITIVE DOG SPORTS AT THE CLUB 

 

Obedience Trialling – Obedience Trials 

(competitions) aim to demonstrate a high 

degree of handler-dog team work and 

precision over a range of exercises at different 

levels of skill. Exercises include heelwork, 

retrieving, scent work, taking directions at a 

distance and stays. In most cases, dogs must 

have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to be admitted to 

the entry-level Skills class. 

 

Rally – Rally is an obedience competition that 

requires the handler and dog team to 

negotiate a course in the heel position and to 

perform various manoeuvres such as sits, 

downs, stands, stays and various turns. Handlers 

are able to praise their dog while it is working. In 

most cases, dogs must have completed the  

Skills class (above) to participate in Rally 

classes. 

 

Agility – This is a dog sport where you teach 

your dog to negotiate different obstacles such 

as jumps, tunnels, see-saws, A-frames, dog 

walks and weave poles.  Once you have 

gained some basic skills, the challenge is to 

learn how to ‘steer’ your dog from one 

obstacle to another on a course, and the 

courses change each time so that you and 

your dog are constantly being challenged to 

improve your skills. To start training dogs must 

be at least 14 months old to ensure the dog’s 

skeletal and musculature system is strong 

enough; physically sound and not overweight; 

and under control off-lead around other dogs 

and activities. Dogs are subject to an intake 

test to assess their suitability to start training. 

 

Flyball – In this sport dogs clear four hurdles, 

release a ball from a ‘box’, and return to their 

handler over the hurdles.  It is a fast and furious 

team sport that ball-mad dogs really enjoy. 

Dogs must be at least 12 months old to ensure 

the dog’s skeletal and musculature system is 

strong enough; physically sound and not 

overweight; and under control off-lead around 

other dogs and activities. In most cases, dogs 

must have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Flyball.  

 

Dances with Dogs (DWD) – In this sport 

handlers take obedience skills to a new level by 

performing routines to music with their dogs. All 

you need to get involved is a love of music, the 

desire to have a great time with your dog and 

a commitment to rewards-based training. DWD 

is suitable for handlers of all ages and dogs of 

all breeds, sizes and ages.  In 2021 a new 

sport—Trick Dog—commenced as the entry 

level for the DWD program. In most cases, dogs 

must have passed the Consolidation level of 

Behaviour Training (Level 2) to start Trick classes.   

 

Tracking – This most natural of dog sports 

involves the dog following a scent trail left 

behind when a person walks across grass and 

other surfaces. Tracking is only conducted 

during the cooler months due to the risk of 

snakes. The Club provides an information 

session in autumn and encourages ‘peer-

support’ training to help members get started. 

Please note: Conditions apply to joining the 

Club for this sport due to its seasonal nature. 

 

Class times for all activities are available on the 

website. 
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For more information about the Club’s  

activities, eligibility and how to enrol,  

refer to the Club’s website 

(see ‘What we offer > Activities’) 



 

Page | 68 The Good Companion | March 2023| Vol 35 | No 1 



News from the Paws Shop 

By Katrina Morton — Shop Manager 

OPENING TIMES 

Wednesday   9.45am - 12.15pm 

Thursday         6.15- 9.00pm 

Sunday            9:15am - 12.15pm 
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Locally Handmade Tug Toys 

A great training aid for dynamic  

behaviours (think recalls, Agility and 

Flyball) as well as providing a great 

bonding game with your dog 

S, L and with handles from $17.50 

Licki Mat Splash Bowl  

with suction cup 

Help your dog enjoy bath time  …  

just like Labrador  Retriever ‘Venice’ 

$20.00 

Puppington Pods 

A great training aid to build  

motivation and drive for dog sports. 

Food-stuffed Puppington Pods are  

designed to be chased and opened by your 

dog under supervision. 

Small $15.00 Regular $17.00 

Food Puzzles For Enrichment 

The Bob-a-lot is back! 

$32.00 

The Toppl has arrived! 

An alternative to the classic 

Kong. Fill with compressed wet 

food for enrichment. 

3 sizes $35.00 - $55.00  

NEW 

Retro Bum Bag 

(CDC-branded) 

$20.00 



News from the Paws shop … continued
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    The Trainer’s Pouch ($32.00 - $37.00) 

Made from BPA free silicone. Dishwasher 

and freezer safe. Suitable for wet or dry 

treats.  

Available in two sizes 

Food Puzzles For Enrichment 

Kong Gyro from $18.50 

Kong Wobbler from $30.00 

Kong Quest Bone from $15.00 

Classic Kongs from $10.00 

and more! 
Slow Feeder Plates & Licki Mats 

($15.00 - $19.00) 

Dishwasher and freezer safe 

Spread soft foods (cooked vegetables, 

tinned sardines, cottage cheese, mince) 

and let your dog forage.  

   Snuffle/Forage Mats ($35.00 - $85.00) 

Locally handmade—small, medium 

and large. Sprinkle small kibble among 

the fleecy tufts. Great for supervised 

foraging and ‘seeking’ behaviour for 

puppies and older dogs 

Scent Discrimination 

Articles ($32.50) 

 

Set of five metal, 

leather and wood 

items for training 

Utility Dog (UD) 

exercises in 

Obedience Trialling 

Kong Easy Treat paste 

Suitable for Licki Mats, Slow 

Feeder Plates and Classic 

Kongs 

Various flavours 

$14.50 

NEW 



News from the Paws shop … continued
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Chicken Breast Fillet 

($8.00) 

100% Australian chicken and a 

tiny amount of vegetable  

glycerine to keep it soft and 

chewy. High in protein and low 

in fat. Cut into small pieces to 

use as training rewards.  

   Carob Buttons ($6.00) 

Made with real carob because 

chocolate is not safe for dogs. Break 

into pieces and use as a training  

reward  

   Yoghurt Drops ($6.00) 

Made with yoghurt powder. 

Break into pieces and use as a 

training reward  

NEW 

Chicken Necks ($8.00) 

100% Australian chicken  

A chewy treat 

Cow Hooves 

($2.50 each) 

Great boredom-buster. Hard and 

long-lasting. Fill with moist food to 

enhance the experience 
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      Class Times 

 BEHAVIOUR TRAINING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Level 1 -  Foundation (Puppy) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 1 - Foundation (Adult) 10:00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 9:30 -10.30am Assessed in class 

Level 2 - Consolidation 10:00 - 11.00am 7.45 - 8.45pm 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Level 3 - Graduation 11.30am - 12.30pm 7.45 - 8.45pm 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Level 4 - Companion 10.00 - 11.00am 6.30 - 7.30pm 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class 

Companion Plus 11:30am - 12.30pm - 9:30 - 10.30am Assessed in class 

Drill /Demonstration Team - - 11.00 - 12 noon  Assessed in class  

NOTE: Level 4 and Companion Plus class times may vary from term to term,  

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ 

OBEDIENCE TRIALLING Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

Skills Class (entry level) 10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - Assessed in class 

Obedience Trialling  11:15am -12.15pm 8.00 - 9.00pm - N/A 

RALLY  Wednesday Thursday Sunday Assessment 

All levels (except entry level – 

see Skills Class above) 
10.00 -11.00am 6.45 - 7.45pm - N/A 

AGILITY Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday Assessment 

Level One check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Assessed in class 

Level Two check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Assessed in class 

Level Three check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Assessed in class 

Level Four check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Assessed in class 

Skills Handling  check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Assessed in class 

Novice check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Trial performance 

Excellent/Masters check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ Trial performance 

NOTE: Classes are held in the Trial Rings (1-5). Class times/days vary from term to term, 

check at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ 

FLYBALL Wednesday Sunday   

Beginners - 12.30 - 1.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Intermediate - 1.30 - 2.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Advanced - 2.30 - 3.30 pm  Assessed in class 

Squad training (on demand) 6.45 - 7.45pm -  N/A 

NOTE: Flyball classes are usually held in the Flyball and Narrabundah Paddocks 

DANCES WITH DOGS & TRICK DOG Monday Tuesday  

Trick Dog – Starters/Novice 6.00 - 6.45pm * 6.30 - 7.15pm Assessed in class 

Trick Dog – Intermediate /Advance - 7.30 - 8.15pm Assessed in class 

Dances With Dogs 6.00 - 6.45pm * - Assessed in class 

NOTE: Classes are held at the Main Pavilion at Queanbeyan Showground except * held on Club grounds 

Regularly check the website at https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/ 

https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
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https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
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     Calendar of Events 2023 
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Notes: 1. School holidays shaded 

  2. For ANKC and AFA events in NSW in 2023 see https://www.dogsnsw.org.au/

events/show-and-trials-guide/ and https://www.flyball.org.au/race-meets/   

 3. Events with * not held on Club grounds. 

MARCH Sat 25 BDOC Double Trick Dog Test * 

  Sun 26 BDOC Double DWD Competition * / Session 1 Agility classes end 

  Tues 28 Term 1 Trick Dog & DWD classes end (week 9) / Main Committee meeting 

  Wed 29 Term 1 Behaviour Training and Obedience Trialling & Rally classes end 

(Week 9) / Agility Intake Test (Session 2) 

  Thurs 30 Term 1 Behaviour Training and Obedience Trialling & Rally classes end 

(Week 9) 

APRIL Sun 2 Term 1 Behaviour Training and Flyball classes end (Week 8) / Daylight  

saving ends 

  Mon 3 Session 2 Agility classes start 

  Wed 5 Online bookings open for Term 2 Behaviour Training Foundation classes 

(approx 10.00am) 

  Fri 7 ACT School holidays start / Good Friday (public holiday) 

  Sat 8 Agility Trial / Easter Saturday (public holiday) 

  Sun 9 Agility Trial / Easter Sunday (public holiday) 

  Mon 10 Easter Monday (public holiday) 

  Fri 14 Infrastructure works - restricted access to grounds (day) 

  Sat 15  BDOC Obedience Trial * 

  Wed 19 BDOC Agility Trial * / TDTC Scent Work Trial * 

  Thurs 20 CDC Scent Work Trial 

  Mon 24 ACT School Term 2 starts / Term 2 Trick Dog & DWD classes start 

  Tues 25 ANZAC Day (public holiday) / Main Committee meeting 

  Wed 26  Term 2 Behaviour Training and Obedience Trialling & Rally classes start /  

Tracking Beginners Theory evening session (5.30pm) 

  Thurs 27 Term 2 Behaviour Training and Obedience Trialling & Rally classes start 

  Sat 29 Beginner Tracking practical training * 

  Sun 30 Term 2 Behaviour Training and Flyball classes start 

MAY Tues 2 Infrastructure works - restricted access to grounds (day) / CDC Agility Trial 

(evening) 

  Wed 3 Infrastructure works - restricted access to grounds (day)  

  Fri 5 CDC Trick Dog Test set-up (evening) 

  Sat 6 CDC Trick Dog Test  

  Sun 7 CDC DWD Competition * 

  Sat 13 Dogs ACT State Obedience and Rally Titles * 

  Sun 14 Mothers Day (classes held) / Dogs ACT State Obedience and Rally Titles * 

https://www.dogsnsw.org.au/events/show-and-trials-guide/%20and%20https:/www.flyball.org.au/race-meetings/
https://www.dogsnsw.org.au/events/show-and-trials-guide/%20and%20https:/www.flyball.org.au/race-meetings/


 

Off-lead exercise at our Club 
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Always read and follow the Club’s rules for using the off-lead areas 

( available on the website at ‘Support > Resources’ ) 

Read the signs on the Club’s gates 

You MUST follow the directions of Club officials when asked 

 Do the right thing: 

 Read the ‘Using the Club 

grounds’ brochure on the 

website as well as the 

gate signs. 

 Play safe - use common 

sense in the off-lead 

areas. 

 Keep your dog away from 

gates when other dogs 

are entering and leaving. 

Always ask and gain 

permission from 

everyone before going 

into an area that is 

already occupied. 

  Enter on lead and remove 

the lead while your dog is 

sitting. 

  Keep moving to minimise 

tension and scuffles 

between dogs. 

  Stay alert and keep an 

eye on your dog. 

 Do not allow your dog to 

fence-run. It is not 

appropriate behaviour. 

  Always reward your dog 

for coming to you. 

  Avoid using balls and 

other toys if you are 

sharing the area with 

other dogs. 

  Leave immediately if your 

dog becomes anxious, or 

is annoying or aggressive 

towards other dogs. 

  Limit your time to 15 

minutes if other members 

are waiting to use the 

same area. 

  Always clean up after 

your dog. 

Emergency Assembly Point 

Emergency Exits 


