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 Follow the Tracking seasonõs highlights 

 Meet our Obedience and Rally champions  

 Learn to read dog body language  

 Say òhió then go ... 

 Celebrate our Agility Nationals results  
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Want to have a look at a Pupoon before ordering?  

We have a display sample available at the Club shop.  



The Good Companion  
August 2026  |  Volume 38 |  Number 2  

Cover picture:  During term break, members of the Clubõs Display Team often get together for a 

Sunday morning walk.   The team have ventured to many different locations (mostly taken from 

the Canberra Dog Walks website ñsee https://canberradogwalks.com.au/ ).  

This photo was taken while on the groupõs Farrer walk é at the top of a hill  

where the dogs get the best view.  

From top down:  Coco, MJ, Cosmo, Pepi, Benson, Daisy, Sheba and Murphy   

(Photo: Margaret Prescott)  
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Itõs important to know:  

The opinions and claims expressed in this publication, whether in articles, correspondence or in any other form, are not 

necessarily those of the ACT Companion Dog Club Inc.  Neither the Editor nor the ACT Companion Dog Club Inc accepts 

responsibility for the accuracy of these items nor endorses the opinions or services of third parties mentioned in this 

publication.  The ACT Companion Dog Club Inc gives permission for the reprinting of articles appearing in The Good 

Companion, except where copyright has been stated, provided acknowledgement is given to the Club and the author.  
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About Our Club  

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), established in 

1958 as the first dog training Club in the ACT, has 

an average household membership of around 600 

each year. It is a non -profit organisation relying 

mostly on volunteers to run activities with some 

occasional grant assistance.  

About 85 instructors volunteer their time to conduct 

Behaviour Training and dog sport classes in Agility, 

Dances With Dogs, Flyball, Obedience Trialling, 

Rally, Scent Work, Tracking and Tricks from 

February to November each year. The Club also has 

a Dogs -As-Therapy group that visits aged care 

residences, hospitals, university campuses and other 

places with their dogs for the enjoyment, well -being 

and support of residents, staff, students and other 

members of the community.  

While much of the work in maintaining and running 

the Club is undertaken on a volunteer basis we do 

have some paid help. We have a paid office manager 

and a junior shop assistant and the mowing of the 

grounds is undertaken by a contractor. The Club 

caters for disabled access with paved paths, 

designated parking spaces and toilet facilities.  

The aims and objectives of the Club are to:  

 

¶ to promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of dogs;  

¶ to teach members to train their dogs to be well -

mannered companions, using contemporary 

humane rewards -based force -free methods;  

¶ to promote participation and training in a range of 

dog sports;  

¶ to promote and participate in dog training and 

other activities associated with dog training;  

¶ to support the rights of dog owners, provided that 

such ownership is conducted in a responsible 

manner with welfare as a paramount 

consideration;  

¶ to actively promote community interaction with 

dogs through dogs -as-therapy and other 

community outreach activities;  

¶ to provide facilities necessary or convenient for its 

activities;  

¶ to promote positive relationships between owners 

and dogs based on mutual trust; and  

¶ to enhance the development of social skills of 

dogs.  



          From the Dog Kennel   

Editor and President ñ Anne Robertson  

Yep, the magazine was due out before the end 

of last term é and here we are in the middle of 

next term. Unfortunately some pretty gnarly  

issues arose during my prep time for the 

magazine and  it had to be set aside while 

attending to these matters.  

 

So, here we are on the eve of the Annual 

General Meeting. It is usually well -publicised in 

the magazine but due to this yearõs delays it 

was publicised on the website and Facebook 

instead. Some further information also appears 

on pages 6 and 7.  

 

The Annual General Meeting  will be held at 

7.30pm on Monday 24 August and I encourage 

you to come 

along and show 

support for all 

the volunteers 

who have 

provided the 

Clubõs services 

to fellow Club 

members over 

the past 12 

months. The 

meeting will  be 

held in the June 

Rowe Clubhouse 

at the Club ñ

named after 

June who served 

the Club in a 

voluntary 

capacity for 

more than 45 years.  

 

Due to the disruption in the magazineõs 

production, much of the content is dedicated 

to acknowledging the achievements of 

members who compete in the Clubõs many 

dog sports. Worthy of particular note are the 

Clubõs new Rally Grand Champions and 

Obedience Champions as well as the success 

of those Club members who ventured to 

Queensland for the biennial Agility Nationals. 

This is a huge multi -day event and a pretty big 

thrill to participate in.  

 

For newer members, these achievements may 

seem unattainable but, like all training, building 

the fluency of behaviours in very small 

increments every day brings progress. 

Intersperse more challenging activities with 

behaviours your dog 

enjoys and finds easy to 

do so that you can 

maintain a high rate of 

reinforcement during a 

training session and 

avoid frustrating or 

confusing your dog.  

 

Lately I have also been taking my husbandry 

training on hikes ñso that my dog gets used to 

paw handling, ear checks, stethoscope 

procedures and mock injections anywhere ñ

but always with the same physical and verbal 

cues.  This is a great way to generalise without 

building negative associations with one 

location. Itõs 

been an ôa-haõ 

moment for me 

and has helped 

with some 

breakthroughs in 

my dogõs long 

journey to 

overcome his 

fears of handling. 

Sometimes it just 

takes a 

conversation with 

another person 

to remind us 

about the 

fundamentals of 

training to get 

ôun-stuckõ and to 

move forward 

with our goals for our dogs and ourselves.  

 

I hope you are also discovering some ôa-haõ 

moments while attending classes in your 

chosen activities at the Club. We have a 

wealth of experience and talent among our 

instructing ranks ñand will do our best to help 

you with any challenges you face. Do confide 

in your instructor, have a chat to the session 

manager during Behaviour Training classes, or 

send us an email.  

 

We are passionate about the activities we 

offerñand hope they open a world of 

opportunities for you and your dog. What have 

been your breakthroughs lately? Share them 

with fellow members through the magazine. 

Our next issue comes out in September. Yes, 

really!  
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 Whatôs Coming Up At Our Club ? 

VENUE: The June Rowe Clubhouse, 240 Narrabundah Lane, Symonston ACT 2609 
 
In accordance with the Clubôs Constitution, the purpose of the meeting is to: 
¶ confirm the minutes of the 2025 Annual General Meeting and 2026 Special General Meeting; 
¶ report to members on the Clubôs activities during 2025-26;  
¶ present the audited balance sheet and statement of receipts and payments for 2025-26; 
¶ elect the incoming Committee for 2026-27 (nominations close on 17 August); 
¶ appoint an honorary auditor for 2026-27; 
¶ decide on any resolutions submitted to the meeting (written notices of motion must be submitted to 

the Secretary by 3 August); 
¶ determine fees and charges for 2026-27 (as required); and 
¶ consider any duly made recommendations for Honorary Life Membership (written nominations must 

be submitted to the Committee by 27 July and supported by at least five financial members). 
 
For more information see the Clubôs Constitution (2026) and Rules for the Conduct of the Elections for 

Committee (2026) on the Clubôs website at https://actcdc.org.au/resources/.  
 
Extracts from the Rules are provided below: 
¶ Any candidate wishing to provide a written statement for the information of members may submit 

a maximum of 500 words to the Secretary in conjunction with the completed nomination form. 
This statement should include the candidateôs brief personal history with the Club and any other 
information the candidate considers relevant to the position(s) for which they are nominated. 

¶ A member may be nominated for more than one position. The nomination for each position shall 
be on a separate prescribed form, duly signed by the proposer, seconder and candidate and 
include a separate accompanying statement relevant to each position (if the candidate wishes to 
submit a statement). 

¶ As soon as possible after the close of nominations (17 August 2026) the Secretary will prepare a 
list of eligible candidates for each position (noting their proposer and seconder and the 
availability of any accompanying statement) and this list shall be displayed in the Clubhouse. 
Other communication channels may also be used by the Secretary to circulate this information to 
members. 

¶ Members may contact the office during the Clubôs normal business hours, after the closing date 
for nominations (17 August 2026), to have the list of candidates provided to them. 

¶ [At the Annual General Meeting] the Returning Officer will: 
Ý Introduce each candidate to the meeting in the order in which their names appear on the 

ballot paper or papers (or if no ballot is required, in the following order: President, Senior 
Vice-President, Junior Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and other committee members 
in alphabetical order by surname); 

Ý Allow financial members to ask questions of any candidates who are contesting positions; 
Ý Allow each candidate contesting a position to provide a brief closing statement if they wish; 
This session will be managed by the Returning Officer to ensure no financial member or 
candidate unduly dominates the session and that the session runs smoothly. 

¶ If there are only sufficient candidates for each vacant position é the Returning Officer will 
declare the candidates duly elected and no ballot will be taken. 

¶ A person who has been nominated for more than one position will fill the first position to which 
they are elected and shall not be eligible to be elected to subsequent positions. 

Annual General Meeting  

7:30pm Monday 24 August 2026  
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When is the Clubõs Annual General Meeting ?  

 

The Clubõs Annual 

General Meeting will 

be held at 7.30pm on 

Monday 24 August in 

the June Rowe 

Clubhouse. All 

financial members 

are welcome to 

attend and those 

over 16 may vote.  

 

The Club is managed by a Committee of 

thirteen members, with a number of supporting 

Sub-committees (with more than 30 additional 

members). If you would like to know more 

about Committee or Sub -committee roles and 

responsibilities please email the office on 

contact@actcdc.org.au  to be put in touch 

with a current member of the Clubõs 

management group. Details of current 

members are also available on page 4 and the 

breadth of the issues dealt with by the 

management group are reflected in the 

Committee Notes on pages 46 -49.  

 

How should I prepare for classes in the colder 

months?  

 

It can be VERY, VERY cold on the Club grounds 

in winter especially if you train on Thursday 

nights (or other evenings for Agility and Trick 

Dog classes). It is a good idea to wear a 

beanie, scarf, several layers of clothes ñ

including a windproof jacket ñand shoes with 

very thick soles. You might even wish to invest 

in a battery -operated heated jacket. The 

Clubõs weather policy has some great advice, 

see https://actcdc.org.au/wp -content/

uploads/2020/12/

cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0

_february_2020_.pdf ).  

If you are participating in Behaviour Training 

classes, please check the Clubõs public 

Facebook page for advice on class 

cancellations. Because Obedience Trialling 

and Rally classes are held concurrently with 

Behaviour Training classes we often cancel 

classes jointly to avoid any confusion.  

 

The Clubõs other dog sports have their own 

policies on class cancellations so please check 

with your sports instructor about your sportõs 

class arrangements due to weather and other 

conditions.  

 

I have friends who wish to join the Club to train 

their dog. When do bookings open?  

 

Online enrolments for Term 4 Foundation (Level 

1) Behaviour Training classes for prospective 

new members will open at approximately 

10.00am on Wednesday 23 September. Read 

our Frequently Asked Questions for further 

information about the enrolment process 

(https://actcdc.org.au/wp -content/

uploads/2024/12/FAQs -for-website -October -

2024.pdf).  Details for enrolling in the Clubõs 

dog sports can be found on the relevant 

webpage on the website.  

 

How can I keep up with whatõs going on at  the 

Club?  

 

Keep an eye on the websiteõs Calendar 

(https://actcdc.org.au/calendar/ ) and Class 

Timetable ( https://actcdc.org.au/class -

timetables/ ) pages and check our Facebook 

page regularly. Please note: you do NOT need 

a Facebook account to see our Facebook 

page, see https://www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogclub/ . Canõt see our public 

Facebook page? Click on the ôXõ to close the 

ôsee moreõ screen. 

 

              Whatôs Coming Up At Our Club ? 

For the safety and welfare of all members,  

use of the Club grounds is restricted to  

financial members only.  

 

You may NOT invite or bring non -members on to the grounds  

or bring dogs that are not listed on your membership  

application on to the grounds unless you have obtained prior  

permission via the Club office. If in doubt, please email  

contact@actcdc.org.au  for further details.  

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/cdc_adverse_weather_guidelines__version_1.0_february_2020_.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/FAQs-for-website-October-2024.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/FAQs-for-website-October-2024.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/FAQs-for-website-October-2024.pdf
https://actcdc.org.au/calendar/
https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
https://actcdc.org.au/class-timetables/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub/
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au


Is Your Membership Due ?  

        Contact Us  

Phone  02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604  

Web  www.actcdc.org.au  

Office  240 Narrabundah Lane,  

Symonston  ACT 2609  

 

¶ Tuesday                 10.00am -2.00pm  

¶ Wednesday            9.30am -2:00pm  

¶ Thursday                  6:00pm -8.45pm  

¶ Sunday                  9:00am -12:15pm  
 

Office Manager: Vacant  

 

Compliments, suggestions or ideas?  

Contact the Club:  

Email contact@actcdc.org.au  
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We will send you a renewal notice via email  

Renewals are undertaken online using our  

membership management system.  

Instructions are provided in the email.  

You have one month to pay your renewal  

to remain financial.  

  In order to renew, members are expected to participate regularly in 

the Clubõs training classes throughout the year as the Club does not  

offer ôgrounds use onlyõ memberships. We do  offer a wide variety of 

training activities that will enrich your relationship with your dog, provide it with 

mental and physical stimulation and enable it to become the best companion it 

can be. And there is something for every dog and handler ñyoung and old  

(see page 53 -54). 

Fees (from 1 October 2024)  

Joining Fee (household)  $112.00 

Annual Subscription  (household) for 

one dog  
$342.00 

One additional dog  

Two additional dogs  

Three additional dogs  

$55.00 

$110.00 

$165.00 

Members may participate in any number of  

activities under this flat -fee structure but are  

required to complete an ôAdditional Dog and 

Activity Formõ, must meet the eligibility  

requirements for the activity and must be  

accepted into the activity before commencing 

training. Wait -lists may apply. See õWhat we offer 

> Activitiesõ on the website for further  

information about each activity.  

Instructorsõ Fee $30.00 

Casual Visitors Fee  

¶ Conditions apply  

¶ Contact the Club Office  

$5.00 -

$52.00 

Facilities Hire is available to third parties for dog -

related training and trialling activities.  

¶ Conditions apply  

¶ Contact the Club Office  

Grounds use only membership is NOT offered. 

You must regularly participate in training  

classes during the year to retain membership.  

http://www.actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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Thanks to our volunteers  

The Committee and Club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Term Two (April -June 2026) : 

 

Behaviour Training: Natalie Aked, Tamara Alexander, Gill Atkin, Susan Barnard, Linda Barnes, Stuart 

Barrow, Ali Bicknell, Jill Bradfield, Maeghan Cobbin, Rhiannon Corby, Luke Cummins, Kerry Deans, 

Jenny Dunstan, Jacqui Gawne, Barbara Gough, Peter Hendriks, Jill Howlett, Scott Howlett, Hilarie 

Kemp, Sharron Kinloch, Heather McPherson, Cecilia Nelmes, Kathleen Plowman, Lesley Pothan, 

Louise Raisin, Melissa Riethmuller, Anne Robertson, Dipendra Tamang, Sally Troy, Kirsten Volz, Juliet 

Ward, Chris Woodgate  

 

Agility (Session 2): Di Adams, Steve Cavanagh, Wendy Hathaway, Sean Hodgman, Pamela Hunt, 

Denise Iglesias, Lucy Jesiolowski, Georgia Morris, Simone Pensko, Leslie Roberts, Linda Spinaze, 

Wendy Stewart, Steph Windsor ( Session 3): Di Adams, Sean Hodgman, Denise Iglesias, Vanessa 

March, Linda Spinaze, Wendy Stewart, Steph Windsor  

 

Obedience Trialling and Rally: Laraine Frawley, Sue Howie, Juliet Ward, Geoff Woodman, Patricia 

Woodman  

 

Flyball: Vanessa March, Cathy Vaughan  

 

Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog: Jill 

Bradfield,  Kathleen Plowman, Melanie 

Tacey, Claire Weekes  

ñ CDCõs volunteer instructors ñ 

Serving the Clubõs community for 68 years! 

Above : This most handsome fellow is ôMerlinõ who was just seven months old when this photo was 

taken in May. Merlin started in Adult Foundation in Term 2 and has graduated to Consolidation 

(Level 2) in Term 3. Can you guess his breeding? He is the first of his kind at the Club!  

(Photo: Anne Robertson)  
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~ NOW AVAILABLE FOR CUSTOM -FITTING ~ 

The Club Shop now has samples of Blue-9 Balance Harnesses for custom -fitting. This harness 

features a  buckle  at the neck, so that it doesn't need to go over the dogõs head, and five further 

light -weight buckles on the neck, girth and back straps for 

maximum adjustment.  It also has two points of attachment 

for the lead ña ring on the chest and a ring on the back to 

provide a little extra control if required.  

 

The non -restrictive design and placement of the straps 

make the harness an ideal choice for long -bodied  

deep -chested breeds.  

 

Interested? See the Session Manager during Behaviour 

Training classes to discuss whether it might suit your dog.  

Above: If you have friends or family considering bringing a puppy or dog into their household, the 

above questions may help determine the best course of action.  
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By Karen Hobson ñ Sub-committee  

   Tracking Update  

                          The 2026 Tracking season officially kicked off on 14 April with an Introduction to  

                          Tracking evening at the clubhouse. There was an excellent turnout for the 

presentation delivered by  Tracking Sub -committee co -ordinator Marion Leaver and sub -

committee member Tara Needham.  

 

Two weeks later, on 2 May, the Sub -committee held the first of two beginnersõ practical sessions at 

the Lindsay Pryor National Arboretum.  Nineteen handlers attended with their dogs, including 13 

Club members.  Instructors Marion Leaver, Tara Needham, Lara Sedgmen and Karen Hobson 

introduced participants to several foundation training methods, including article indication, find 

the person, and food -on -track techniques.  

 

A second practical session followed on 16 May, again attracting a strong group of 17 teams 

(including 13 Club members). Instruction was provided by Marion, Tara, Karen, Ludie Popowycz 

and Fiona Straffon.  

 

It was fantastic to see so many new people keen to try Tracking, and particularly exciting to see 

such a wide variety of dog breeds represented. Participants  - and anyone else interested in 

giving Tracking a go - are encouraged to use the Canberra Tracking Facebook group to arrange 

peer -led training sessions.  

 

In trialling news, a group of Canberra teams travelled to Victoria to compete in the North East 

Tracking and Scent Clubõs Tracking Trial from 23-25 May. It proved to be a hugely successful 

weekend, with passes (and a couple of titles) achieved by:  

¶ Marion Leaver and Australian Kelpie ôLachieõ (Track 9) 

¶ Karen Hobson and Border Collie ôQuillõ (Track 8 and Tracking Champion title) - below right  

¶ Julie Cutts and German Shepherd Dog ôFinnõ (Track 6 and Tracking Dog Excellent title) 

¶ Chris Atyeo and Belgian Malinois ôCinoõ (Track 4) 

¶ Tara Needham and Belgian Tervuren ôVinoõ (Track 2) - below left and over page  

¶ Marion Jarvis and Labrador Retriever x Poodle ôWrenõ (Track 2) 

¶ Maxine Freeman -Robinson and Labrador Retriever ôJunoõ (Track 2) 



Tracking é continued
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Results for the CDC Tracking Trial ñ 14 June 2026  

Q  Samantha Hendricks and her Belgian Malinois Schutzshep Hugo JC (Track 1)  

Q  Mel Potter and her Border Collie Jato (Track 1)  

Photos: Above left ñSamantha (L) with Judge Marion Leaver (R) 

and above right ñMel (L) with Judge Sandra Hassett (R).  

 

There were two passes at the  Clubõs Tracking Trial held on 14 

June. There were some 'oh so close' moments for other teams, 

but no matter what happened everyone came back from their 

tracks with happy dogs and a smile on their face (who doesn't 

enjoy finding smelly socks in a paddock?).  

 

A big thank you to our amazing judges Dr Sandra Hassett  and Dr 

Marion Leaver, and the stewards who helped organise and map 

tracks on the Saturday for the following day's event. Two stewards 

deserve special mention - thank you Fiona Straffon and Jennifer 

Hendriks. Both gave up their whole weekend to help, even 

though they were not competing. And, of course, the trial would 

not have been possible without the generosity of Sandra and her 

husband Tim and family who allowed us to use their property 

near Braidwood.   

 

The Club will be running another Tracking Trial this year on 30 

August in the Bungendore area and an urban Track & Search on 

13 September. Assisting at trials is one of the best ways to learn 

about the sport, so if youõre interested in helping out, please 

contact the Tracking Sub -committee at contact@actcdc.org.au  

or post a query on the Canberra Tracking Facebook page.  

 

 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
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     Scent Work  

By Maxine Robinson ñ Convenor  

2026 is shaping up to be another busy year for 

scent work at CDC.  

 

The Club successfully held two trials in early 

July. Excellent Exterior and Novice Interior (8 

July)  and Master Container and Advanced 

Vehicles (9 July). Our judges for these trials were 

Amanda Delaney and Jacqui VandenBroek on 

8 July and Donna Puttock and Rhonda Daley 

on 9 July. We always appreciate the assistance 

of our Club members and others in the scent 

work community in the Canberra region to help 

set up, steward and clear away. Without this 

valued help these trials would not be possible.  

 

The skills 

development 

courses 

continue to be 

popular with 

Club members. 

So far each 

course has 

been fully 

subscribed. As 

we can only do 

one of the four 

available 

courses 

(Foundation 

Skills 1, 

Foundation Skills 

2, Intermediate 

Skills 1 and 

Intermediate 

Skills 2) each 

year, we 

encourage 

anyone interested 

to get their 

application forms in as soon as possible. These 

are available in the Files section of the Clubõs 

Scent Work Facebook page and from the Club 

Office (via email at contact@actcdc.org.au ). 

 

We also held a drop -in session on Wednesday 

15 July. Our two hour drop -in sessions are open 

for any Club member to participate. The July 

session focussed on skills needed at all levels of 

Scent Work, as well as providing handlers the 

opportunity to do blind searches. There were 

setups suitable for both beginners and for very 

experienced teams. Our drop -in sessions are all 

advertised on the Clubõs Scent Work Facebook 

page, so keep an eye on this page if you are 

interested.  

 

In addition to our July trial there have been a 

number of trials in the ACT and local region. It 

has also been great to see so many Club 

members participating in our local trials and 

supporting the other clubs. It is also gratifying to 

see Club members doing well in trials.  

 

Information on all our events and activities for 

Scent Work is available via the Clubõs Scent 

Work Facebook page. Membership of this 

group is open to any Club member with an 

interest in Scent Work and notice of activities 

go up there first. To join the group, search for 

ACTCDC Scent 

Work and make 

sure you answer 

the membership 

questions.  

If you do use 

the Club 

grounds to 

practice your 

Scent Work skills, 

please respect 

the two week 

odour -free 

period before 

each trial 

(notices are 

placed on the 

gates as a 

reminder). Also  

   make sure 

that  

   you take all 

your  

hides home ð and 

also whenever 

you train in a public place. A couple of tips are 

to count the hides you put out and to take a 

photo on your phone of each hide location.  

 

The Scent Work Sub -committee (Naarilla, 

Maxine, Wendy and Laraine) wish all of you fun 

in your Scent Work activities. Remember to 

keep an eye out for information about trials 

and activities and donõt hesitate to ask 

questions or put comments and photos on the 

Facebook page.  We look forward to 

continuing to sharing the scent work journey 

with you in 2026.  

 

(Results of the July two -day trial over page)  

Above: Labrador Retriever ôJunoõ successfully finds the odour at a 

Masters Exterior Trial in April (Photo: Collected Captures)   

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au


Access to the car park is RESTRICTED at the following times: 
 

Wednesdays 9.30amð1.00pm 
Thursdays 6.00pmð9.15pm 
Sundays 9.00amð12.30pm 

during class terms 
 

ONLY Instructors, Committee and Sub-committee members,  
Life Members and members (and visitors) with a current disability parking permit may 

use the car park during these times. Permits MUST be displayed. 
Members must follow the instructions of Club officials at all times. 

This may include vacating the carpark to secure the premises at any time. 

RESERVED PARKING 

Scent Work é continued
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Results for the CDC Scent Work Trial ñ 8-9 July 2026  
(Results for Club members only)  

8 JulyñNovice Interior  

Judge: Jacqui Vandenbroek (ACT)  

 

2nd  N Hirschõs Torunahmuk Ambassador of  

 Quan (Border Collie)  

3rd  W Hathawayõs Ch Bamgyps Joyous Tessa  

 (Chesapeake Bay Retriever)  

Q S Hainesõ Venice RN TK.N (Labrador  

 Retriever)  

Q C Trenhamõs Nike AD JD PT RN SD SPD 

  SPRD.X TK.N (Australian Kelpie) 

Q N Fallonõs Ch Helyeh Im Your Destiny  

 S.SPRD Rn (Spanish Water Dog) 

Q T Adamsõs Cinnamon ET FS.N HTM.N JD RA 

 SPRD SWN TK.I (Associate) 

 

8 JulyñExcellent Exteriors  

Judge: Amanda Delaney (ACT)  

 

1st  L Frawleyõs R Gr Ch R Ch Morningmyst  

 Reflections NRA RAE RM SWE SWI SWV  

 SWX TK.N UD (Golden Retriever)  

2nd  K Horeõs Ch Hillmagic Platnum Nokosi CD  

 RE SWA TK.N (German Shepherd Dog  

 LSC) 

3rd  J Fabreõs Kobe RE SWA TK.S (Associate) 

Q A Walkingtonõs Ch Driftway Midnight  

 Rhapsody CD RE SWA TK.N (Labrador  

 Retriever)  

Q K Hobsonõs T Ch Lifesong The Next  

 Chapter CCD CDX HTM.S SWA TDX TK.S 

 TSD (Border Collie)  

Q Dr Tara Neehamõs Neut Ch Beljekali  

 Europa HT N.SPRD SWA TK.S (Belgian 

 Shepherd Dog Groenendael)  

Q C Weekesõ Tobiashund Little Bitty CA RN  

 SWA (German Shorthaired Pointer)  

Q N Daviesõ Pendlview Adventuring Again  

 ADX CCD CD FS.S JDM JDO RM SWA TK.I  

 (Griffon Bruxellois)  

 

9 JulyñAdvanced Vehicle  

Judge: Rhonda Daley (ACT)  

 

2nd  J Yelich -O-Connorõs Lukhangold Sugar  

 Maple (Golden Retriever)  

Q K Horeõs Ch Hillmagic Golden Calypso  

 CCD RM SWN TK.N (German Shepherd  

 Dog LSC) 

Q A Walkingtonõs Ch Driftway Midnight  

 Rhapsody CD RE SWA TK.N (Labrador  

 Retriever)  

Q R Corbyõs Libby (Cane Corso) 

Q K Le Mesurierõs  Orical Quince Bloom  

 S.SPRD SWN TK.S WNPD (Finnish  

 Lapphund)  

Q T Adamsõ Cinnamon ET FS.N HTM.N JD RA  

 SPRD SWN TK.I (Associate) 

 

9 JulyñMaster Container  

Judge: Donna Puttock (NSW)  

 

2nd  L Frawleyõs R Gr Ch R Ch Morningmyst  

 Reflections NRA RAE RM SWE SWI SWV  

 SWX TK.N UD (Golden Retriever)  

3rd  A Walkingtonõs Dual Ch (R) Neut Gr Ch  

 Riftintime Bohemian Rhapsody CDX JD  

 ORA RAE SWE TK.N (Labrador Retriever) 

Q C Atyeoõs Antalyas Cino AD JDX RE SWA 

 TD TK.N (Belgian Shepherd Dog Malinois)  
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Flyball Feats  

 By Vanessa March ñ Convenor  

As winter is upon us itõs time for the next instalment of Flyball Feats.  

 

Hounds in the Hills NSW ð March 2026  

 

X-factor dog Ember joined her MAD Flyer friends for this comp. Unfortunately they ran ônot for 

compõ as they had a break out (that is, the team ran more than half a second faster than their 

predicted fastest time).  

 

MayHem ð April Edition òT turns 18óð 

April 2026  

 

We were so fortunate with the 

warmer weather sticking around for 

a little longer, which made for 

lovely weather for our comp on our 

home grounds at the Club.  

 

Normally our event is held in May 

but due to some logistics it was 

moved to April and was able to 

coincide with celebrating our Junior 

Handler Tianna Petersonõs 18th 

birthday.  

 

It was a fun and relaxed comp ð we 

offered team racing as well as pairs 

racing. Instead of team prizes we 

opted for ôgoodieõ bags for the 

human competitors just like a real birthday party. Balloons, cake and slightly out of tune singing of 

Happy Birthday ð what more could you ask for with dog sport friends? It was lovely to be able to 

celebrate our youngest team memberõs milestone birthday. 

 

Our regular division team was entered under X -

emplars and saw Moet, Bernie, Charlie, Ember and 

Twix step up in the lanes ð the team came first in 

Division 1 with a best time of 18.3 seconds.  

 

Australian Kelpie ôPrimõ, teamed up with her almost 

twin ôStellaõ (from Tsunamis) to run in pairs under 

the team name Barkers ð coming third in pairs. 

Austin teamed up with Mischief and Mouse from 

Scallywags (NSW) to form the MDOGS team and 

came first in Pairs Division. While they didnõt finish 

the day, Luna teamed up with green dog Lucy ð 

who gained some invaluable racing experience 

before Luna decided to call it a day just after 

lunch.  

 

Not to forget the trainees with Sassee, Freddie and 

Hudson doing some beautiful work during lunch 

time training.  

 
Left: Handler POV with Charlie (L), Bernie and handler 

Nick on the right (Photo supplied by Vanessa March)  

Above: Festivities for Tianna with cake goodies and balloons. 

(Photo supplied by Vanessa March)  
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Flyball é continued

Bullets Are Back (ACT) ð May 2026  

 

Itõs been a while since the Belconnen Bullets hosted a Flyball comp. It was a lovely day of racing. 

 

Our regular Division team ð Charlie, Bernie, Moet, Ember and Twix ran the day undefeated and 

won Division 1 with a best time of 18.1 seconds.  

 

Austin and Hope were part of a Manly Open Team ð MADFlyers ð with their team coming in 

second in Open Division.  

 

Trainees Update  

 

Our brilliant trainees have been progressing with their training, and advances are being seen with 

skills as they develop and strengthen.  

Children mistake dog snarls for smiles  
 

Human -dog interactions can bring many psychosocial benefits including increasing self -esteem 

and empathy in children. However, the number of hospital admissions associated with dog bites 

are increasing in the UK every year and majority of these bites involve children. Studies have 

shown that both adults and children often have poor understanding of dog body language but 

our understanding of how children interpret dog facial expressions is still lacking. It is important to 

understand why this is the case in order to teach children how to safely interact with dogs to 

ensure the welfare of both.  

 

A study in the UK involved 89 children (ages four to seven) and 30 adults who were asked to 

identify the facial expressions shown in 24 photos: 12 human faces and 12 dog faces. The photos 

were divided into three categories corresponding to the emotions òangryó, òhappyó, and 

òneutraló. The experiment included a debrief after the test in which the experimenter explained 

the facial expressions to the children to ensure they understood the correct response and were 

aware of the risk.  

 

Children made the most mistakes, especially when 

interpreting the òangryó dog face (misinterpretation range  

46-70%), with the majority misinterpreting it as òhappyó. The 

younger the children, the more mistakes they made. By 

contrast, only one adult made a mistake with the òangryó 

dog face. Children misinterpreted snarls as smiles, and an 

aggressive display with open mouth and teeth protruding as 

òlaughing out loudó, assuming the dogs were approachable 

and could be òcuddled and kissedó. These findings highlight 

the need for increased awareness and intervention to teach 

children how to interpret dogsõ signals, but also to take into 

account cognitive capacity of younger children and adapt 

supervision strategies accordingly to prevent dog bite 

incidences.  

 
RSPCA: Animal Welfare Science Update (January 2026) Meints K, 

Racca A (2025) Look, heõs smiling! Childrenõs misinterpretation of 

dogsõ facial expressions. Anthrozoºs 1ð28  

 

 

Here are a couple of excellent videos about children and 

dog body language:  

¶ Family Paws ð https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bstvG_SUzMo  

¶ Stop The 77 ð https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABDrhNBwdpk  

And Lili Chinõs Doggie Language (2020) is a great pocket -sized reference guide  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bstvG_SUzMo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABDrhNBwdpk
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  Dances With Dogs  

          & Trick Dog  

 By Melanie Tacey ñ Convenor  

As we move through the middle of the year, it has been wonderful to see the continued 

enthusiasm for Tricks and Dances with Dogs across the Club. Despite poor weather impacting 

classes recently, our members and their dogs have shown plenty of creativity, dedication, and 

good humour, both in and out of the trial ring.  

 

One of the highlights of recent months has been our Tricks Trials held in March and April on the 

Club grounds. Both events attracted a great mix of experienced competitors and teams stepping 

into the ring for the very first time. It was fantastic to see so many handlers supporting one another 

throughout the day and celebrating each qualification, title, and personal achievement. The 

welcoming and encouraging atmosphere at our trials continues to be something we are very 

proud of, and we thank all of the competitors, volunteers, stewards, and judges who helped make 

both events such a success.  

 

While the autumn weather has generally been kinder than the summer months, several of our 

scheduled classes were unfortunately cancelled due to wet weather in Term 2. Rather than 

allowing the rain to interrupt training completely, we have had a challenge for class participants: 

to get creative and teach their dogs tricks involving an umbrella! With a bit of creativity, weõve 

seen a great variety of tricks - paw wraps and jumps, weaves and circles, supported paws up and 

even some very cute chin rests in the umbrella handle. This activity highlights one of the great 

strengths of trick training - almost any household item can become a prop and an opportunity to 

teach something new. So, next time youõre stuck inside on a wet day, pull out an umbrella and 

see what you can do!  

 

Our Tricks and DWD classes continue to be well attended, with strong interest from both new and 

returning members. It is always exciting to see teams progressing through the various levels while 

building confidence, engagement, and stronger relationships with their dogs. Trick training 

remains one of the most accessible dog sports, as many behaviours can be practised in short 

sessions at home with minimal equipment, making it ideal for handlers of all experience levels.  

 

We look forward to seeing everyone at upcoming classes, trials, and club events, and to 

celebrating many more achievements throughout the remainder of the year.  

The Club now has copies of Gay Westmoreõs  

Trick Dog Training Manual (2024) available for sale.  

 

This edition aligns with the new rules implemented in 

January 2024. Not only does it cover EVERY trick at every 

level but step -by-step instruction to teach them as well. 

What more could you want?  

 

Copies of the manual can be purchased  

from the Club shop for $35.00 . 

 

Be quick! They wonõt last! 

 

We also have a small number of the companion manual 

for Dances With Dogs (2014) for the same price.  

~ NOW IN STOCK ~ 



Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog é continued

Page | 18 The Good Companion |  August 2026 |  Vol  38 |  No 2 

Trick Dog Starter - Ms Natasha Sands (ACT) - AM  

Q  Isabel Essamôs Taaffeite Flamin Hot (Border Collie) 59.3/60 

Q  Millissa Cromptonõs Diego (Associate) 59.8/60 

Q  Jessica McNamara -Riceõs Kirinbell Frank N To The Point (Brittany) 58.6/60 

Q  Kylie Brownõs Quiniva L Astrolabe (Standard Poodle) 57.8/60 

Q  Ruth Hendersonôs Amelish  Helium RN CCD (English Springer Spaniel) 56.5/60 

Q  Jenny Gregoryõs Ch Birdrise Halle Berry RN (Field Spaniel) 54.8/60 

 

Trick Dog Novice -  Mrs Mechalle Anderson (QLD) - AM  

2nd  Sue Howieôs R Ch Callicoma Suzuki Bandit UD TK.S (Australian Kelpie) 79.0/80 

Q  Laraine Frawley ôs Morningmyst Glenfiddich SWA TKS RA (Golden Retriever) 77.0/80 

Q  Catherine Donoghueôs Wynnlake Gilbert McTavish (Border Collie) 72.5/80 

 

Trick Dog Intermediate -  Mrs Kylie White (ACT) -  AM  

1st  Vikki Evansô R Ch Lokabe Rhythm II UD RM RAE JDM JDO ADM ADO SDM GDX SPDX 

 TK.N SWA (Australian Kelpie) 75.0/80  

2nd  Maelyn Draperôs Neut Ch Ptolomy Splashing Solo (AI) CCD CD RE SPRD SWN TK.N (Nova  

 Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever) 73.8/80  

3rd  Lara Sedgmenôs Dawnsio Tiny Dancer TK.N RA (Cocker Spaniel) 70.5/80 

Q  Lesley Pothanôs Tolleron Likea Stargazer (Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever) 65.0/80 

 

Trick Dog Advanced - Ms Claire Weekes (ACT) -  AM  

1st  Lise Sandenberghõs  Bluemoon Kite CD NSPRD PT RA SWA TK.I (Border Collie) 97.5/100 

2nd  Melanie Taceyõs  Hubble ME RN SPRD SWA TKI (Miniature Schnauzer) 96.5/100 

3rd  Jenny Scottôs Ribbon CCD. FS.S HTM.N N.SPRD RE TK.I (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel)   

 95.4/100  

4th  Natasha Sandsõ Pepsi ADX JDM ADO JDO SPDX GDX SDX TKI HTMN FSN (Associate) 91.8/100 

5th  Kylie Whiteõs Airsent Moet And Chandon TKN FDX RA (Border Collie) 85.0/100 

 

Trick Dog Starter - Mrs Kylie White (ACT) - PM 

Q  Millissa Cromptonôs Diego (Associate) 51.0/60 

Q  Jenny Gregoryôs Ch Birdrise Halle Berry RN (Field Spaniel) 51.0/60 

Q  Ruth Hendersonõs Amelish  Helium RN CCD (English Springer Spaniel) 48.0/60  

Q  Claire Trenhamôs Nix (Australian Kelpie) 46.0/60 

 

Trick Dog Novice -  Ms Claire Weekes (ACT) - PM 

2nd  Laraine Frawleyôs Morningmyst Glenfiddich SWA TKS RA (Golden Retriever) 78.8/80 

Q  Stephanie Windsorôs Sengablu Agent At Risk SWA TK.S (Border Collie) 75.5/80 

Q  Catherine Donoghueôs Wynnlake Gilbert McTavish (Border Collie) 75.0/80 

Q  Juliet Wardõs Ch Kysaridge Aurum Ector CCD ET RN SPRD.M TK.S (Rhodesian Ridgeback)  

 67.8/80  

 

Trick Dog Intermediate -  Ms Natasha Sands (ACT) - PM 

1st  Lara Sedgmenõs Dawnsio Tiny Dancer TK.N RA (Cocker Spaniel) 79.6/80 

2nd  Nicole Fallonôs Ch Incavale Simply Irresistible CD RAE RE AD JD SPD SD TK.N JC N.SPRD  

 (Spanish Water Dog) 78.4/80  

3rd   Jenny Scottõs Declan N.SPRD TK.N (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel) 78.3/80 

Q  Vanessa Marchõs Sengablu Agent In The Dark AF CH. GD. RE. SPRD SWN TK.N (Border Collie)  

 77.2/80  

Q  Nicole Fallonôs A2O Dual CH (R) Grand CH Incavale Shes Got The Booty TK.I SWN GDX FD 

 CH CDX ADX SPDX SDX JDM JDO2 RAE RM N.SPRD (Spanish Water Dog) 77.1/80  

Q  Vikki Evansõ R Ch Lokabe Rhythm II UD RM RAE JDM JDO ADM ADO SDM GDX SPDX  

 TK.N SWA (Australian Kelpie) 72.1/80  

Q  Vikki Evansõ Lokabe Blues CCD TK.N RA (Australian Kelpie) 68.0/80 

 

Results for the CDC Trick Dog Test ñ 21 March 2026  
(Results for Club members only)  



Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog é continued
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Trick Dog Advanced - Mrs Mechalle Anderson (QLD) - PM 

2nd  Natasha Sandsô Ulara Pirate TK.I HTM.I  FS.N RN (Border Collie) 98.0/100  

3rd    Natasha Sandsõ Pepsi ADX JDM ADO JDO SPDX GDX SDX TKI HTM.N FS.N (Associate)  

 95.5/100  

5th  Melanie Taceyõs Hubble ME RN SPRD SWA TK.I (Miniature Schnauzer) 93.5/100 

6th  Kylie Whiteõs Airsent Moet And Chandon TKN FDX RA (Border Collie) 90.5/100 

Above: Janine Fabreõs Kobe performs the Novice trick ôPaws up on fixed objectñ3 secondsõ at 

the April Trick Dog Test (Photo: Chelsea Hindle, The Intellectual Canine Photography)  

Results for the CDC Trick Dog Test ñ 18 April 2026  
(Results for Club members only)  

Trick Dog Starter - Mrs Amelia Allen (ACT) - AM  

1st  Alyssa McCullochôs  Bailey CCD RN (Associate) 59.3/60 

3rd  Amanda Delaneyõs Yeoville Serendipity (Border Collie) 57.8/60 

Q  Nicola Swanõs Razinpaws My Girl Daisy N.SPRD (Miniature Schnauzer) 57.0/60 

Q  Isabel Essamôs Taaffeite Flamin Hot (Border Collie) 56.0/60 

Q  Aleesha Johnsõ Nikijay Von Wigglebottom N.SPRD (Miniature Pinscher) 53.0/60 



Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog é continued
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Trick Dog Novice -  Mrs Niccola Hardaker (ACT) - AM  

Q  Janine Fabreõs Kobe RE SWA TK.S (Associate) 74.9/80 

Q  Isabel Essamõs Lucy AD ET HT JDX N.SPRD RN SD SPD SWN TK.S (Associate) 74.1/80 

 

Trick Dog Intermediate -  Ms Jenny O'Connor (ACT) - AM  

2nd  Karen Horeõs Ch Hillmagic Golden Calypso AZ CCD RM SWN TK.N  (German Shepherd Dog  

 LSC) 78.1/80 

3rd  Airlie Whiteõs Borderlight Totem Spirit CCD RA TK.N SWA (Border Collie) 77.1/80  

Q  Tasmyn Adamsõ Cinnamon TKN FSN HTM.N SPRD RA (Associate) 77.0/80 

Q  Vikki Evansõ Lokabe Blues CCD TK.N RA (Australian Kelpie) 76.8/80 

Q  Vanessa Marchõs Sengablu Agent In The Dark AF Ch GD RE SPRD SWN TK.N (Border Collie)  

 76.6/80  

Q  Vikki Evansõ R Ch Lokabe Rhythm II UD RM RAE JDM JDO ADM ADO SDM GDX SPDX 

 TK.N SWA (Australian Kelpie) 75.0/80  

Q  Aleesha Johnsõ Mabel TK.N RN SW (Associate) 75.0/80 

 

Trick Dog Advanced - Mr Justin Allen (ACT) - AM  

2nd  Marina Kimõs Isabella ADX GD JDX RE SD SPD SPRD.A SWN TK.I  (Associate) 96.3/100   

3rd  Lise Sandenberghõs Bluemoon Kite CD NSPRD PT RA SWA TK.I  (Border Collie) 95.6/100 

Q  Judith Barlowõs Ch Riverreed Kybeyan AD GD JDX RE SDX SPD TK.A  (Brittany) 94.3/100 

Q  Meredith Joslinõs Cedarpark Bronzed Euca CCD. RE. TK.I. JD. AD. SWN (Border Collie)  

 94.3/100  

                          Continued ...  

Below: Isabel Essamõs Lucy performs the Novice trick ôNose to Hand Touchñ4 Touches/ 2 seconds 

each) at the April Trick Dog Test (Photo: Chelsea Hindle, The Intellectual Canine Photography)  
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Dances With Dogs and Trick Dog é continued

Q  Judith Barlowôs Tri Ch (R) (A) Riverreed Shez Tailermaid ORA QND GDX ADO JDM SPDM CDX 

 ADM JDO SDM TK.A JC (Brittany)   92.6/100  

Q  Trish Atkinsonõs Lanbart Bywong Boy TK.I RA WPD SPRD JD (Australian Shepherd) 91.4/100 

Q  Kylie Whiteõs Airsent Moet And Chandon TKN FDX RA (Border Collie) 85.0/100 

 

Trick Dog Starter - Mr Justin Allen (ACT) -PM 

2nd  Rhiannon Corbyõs Libby SWN (Cane Corso) 58.5/60 

Q  Nicola Swanõs Razinpaws My Girl Daisy N.SPRD  (Miniature Schnauzer) 56.5/60 

Q  Isabel Essamôs Taaffeite Flamin Hot (Border Collie) 56.0/60 

Q  Aleesha Johnsõ Nikijay Von Wigglebottom N.SPRD Miniature Pinscher) 55.0/60 

Q  Amanda Delaneyõs Yeoville Serendipity (Border Collie) 54.0/60 

Q  Amanda Delaneyõs Yeoville Road Runner SWN (Border Collie) 54.0/60 

 

Trick Dog Novice -  Ms Jenny O'Connor (ACT)  

Q Janine Fabreõs   Kobe RE SWA TK.S (Associate) 76.0/80 

 

Trick Dog Intermediate -  Mrs Niccola Hardaker (ACT)  

1st  Tasmyn Adamsõ Cinnamon TK.N FS.N HTM.N SPRD RA (Associate) 77.8/80   

3rd  Vikki Evansõ R Ch Lokabe Rhythm II UD RM RAE JDM JDO ADM ADO SDM GDX SPDX 

 TK.N SWA (Australian Kelpie) 76.6/80  

Q  Aleesha Johnsõ Mabel TK.N RN SWN (Associate) 76.5/80 

Q  Vikki Evansô Lokabe Blues CCD TK.N RA (Australian Kelpie) 76.0/80 

Q  Vanessa Marchõs Sengablu Agent In The Dark AF CH GD RE SPRD SWN TK.N (Border Collie)  

 75.9/80  

Q  Alison McCannõs Ch Neut Ch Tyronelea AyeAye CCD TK.N RN (Rough Collie) 74.1/80 

Q  Airlie Whiteõs Borderlight Totem Spirit CCD RA TK.N SWA (Border Collie) 71.8/80 

 

Trick Dog Advanced - Mrs Amelia Allen (ACT)  

2nd  Marina Kimõs Isabella ADX GD JDX RE SD SPD SPRD.A SWN TK.I (Associate) 93.0/100   

Q  Airlie Whiteõs R Ch Kerodan Wicca Spirit CDX TKA RAE SWA ADM ADO JDM JDO SPD GDX  

 SDX (Border Collie) 89.5/100  

Q  Judith Barlowõs Tri Ch (R) (A) Riverreed Shez Tailermaid ORA QND GDX ADO JDM SPDM CDX 

 ADM JDO SDM TK.A JC (Brittany) 88.0/100  

Q  Judith Barlowõs Ch Riverreed Kybeyan AD GD JDX RE SDX SPD TK.A (Brittany) 85.5/100 

Q  Kylie Whiteõs Airsent Moet And Chandon TKN FDX RA (Border Collie) 85.0/100 

Below: Labrador ôFinnõ having a lot of fun going around a cone  in the Novice class (Photo: Chelsea Hindle) 
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DOGS DISCLOSEDñSECONDS COUNT 

 

This post is not advocating that dogs meet 

every other dog, but rather about how to go 

about it in a safer way, if and when it does 

happen.  

 

The 3 second rule for dogs meeting each other 

is used as a guideline to help foster positive 

introductions, prevent either dog from feeling 

overwhelmed or trapped and prevent any 

potential reactivity and stress. A short 3 second 

introduction is enough time to provide 

important information to both dogs.  

 

Enough time and information for dogs to 

decide ð òare you a threat?ó, òdo I like you?ó, 

òdo I want to learn more about you?ó, òdo I 

really dislike you?ó, òdo I want you to go 

away?ó etc. Both dogs may not feel the same 

way ð one may not be happy to engage while 

the other may want to.  

 

All interactions should ideally happen like this, 

not just initially. Just like us, dogs can have off 

days ð things like pain, trigger stacking, lack of 

sleep or a host of other reasons can influence 

a dogõs emotional state and whether a dog 

wants to interact or not.  

 

There are countless times I have witnessed 

meetings or introductions between dogs that 

have gone on just a few seconds too long and 

have not ended well. This can have long 

lasting effects on future behaviour when 

meeting other dogs.  

 

Understanding body language is critically 

important. If we are going to share our lives 

with another species, protect them, advocate 

for them and help them feel safe, then we 

need to understand and respect their 

language.  

 

The examples in this post of red and green 

flags are just a few general ones to look out for 

ð there are many more and these will differ 

depending on the individual dog, context and 

circumstances.  

 

Make sure those first 3 seconds count ð they 

can make all the difference.   

 

See www.facebook.com/ dogsdisclosed/  

http://www.facebook.com/%20dogsdisclosed/
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Obedience Trialling and Rally  

A number of our Club members have been 

kicking serious goals in Rally lately achieving 

the title of Rally Grand Champion.  

 

To put this achievement into perspective, a 

dog must first gain both their Rally Master (RM) 

title and Rally Champion (R.CH) title. They then 

need to earn a further ten qualifying scores of 

95/100 points or better in the Masters class 

under at least three different judges.   

 

It takes immense dedication, precision, and 

teamwork so we applaud our new Rally Grand 

Champions:  

¶ Laraine Frawley with Golden Retrievers 

ôTullyõ and ôDougalõ 

¶ Nikki Fallon with Spanish Water Dog 

ôMishkaõ 

¶ Karen Hobson with Border Collie ôAbbyõ  

If you are interested in checking out either Rally 

or Obedience Trialling classes, come along to 

our entry -level Skills classes held at 10.00am 

Wednesdays or 6.30pm Thursdays, to see if this 

sport is for you! We are always keen to see 

more people join us.  

 

And with a number of upcoming Obedience 

and Rally trials on the horizon, we would love to 

encourage our members, especially those new 

to the sports, to get involved by volunteering to 

steward. You donõt need any special skills or 

prior experience to help out. Stewarding is a 

great way to watch the teams work and learn 

exactly what the judges are looking for before 

you ever step into the ring yourself.  

 

Make sure you jump on the ôACTCDC 

Obedience & Rallyõ and the ôACT region 

obedience & rallyo triallingõ Facebook groups 

to keep up -to -date with news of local trials and 

training opportunities.  

 

Finally, we recently said a sad goodbye to Jo 

Hagan and Simone Hey who have stepped 

down from the Obedience Trialling and Rally 

Sub-committee. We want to extend our 

deepest gratitude to both Jo and Simone for all 

their hard work behind the scenes. Our dog 

sports community is richer for your dedication 

and commitment, and you will be greatly 

missed on the sub -committee.  

 

Upcoming dates for your diary:  

¶ 5th September - Obedience Trial  

¶ 31st October - Double Rally Trial  

¶ 7th November - Obedience Trial  

 

By Janine Fabre ñ Sub-committee  

Left: Karen Hobsonõs Border Collie ôAbbyõ 

with her Rally Grand Champion sash and 

certificate from Dogs Australia  

Ready to enter the trial ring? How to get started in Rally and Obedience Trials!  

 

Have you been practicing your heelwork and signs at training and feel ready to take the leap into 

the world of Rally and Obedience Trialling? They are incredibly rewarding sports, but before you 

can enter your first official trial, there are a few administrative boxes you need to tick.  

 

Don't worry, while it might look a little confusing at first, the paperwork is actually quite 

straightforward! Here is a simple guide to getting you and your dog officially registered to 

compete.  



Obedience Trialling and Rally ... continued
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Step 1: Join a Dogs Australia member body  

 

To enter an official trial, you (the owner/

handler) need to become a member of your 

stateõs official canine governing body. These 

state bodies are all members of Dogs Australia 

(formerly known as the Australian National 

Kennel Council).  

 

Depending on where you live, you will need to 

join the organisation for your state or territory. 

For example:  

¶ If you live in the ACT, you will join Dogs 

ACT (www.dogsact.org.au ). 

¶ If you live in NSW, you will join Dogs NSW 

(www.dogsnsw.org.au ). 

 

You simply go to their website, fill out a 

membership application, and pay an annual 

fee. Once you are a member, you will get a 

membership number, which you will need 

every time you enter a trial.  

 

Step 2: Register your dog  

 

It isnõt just the human who needs to be 

registered. Each dog competing must also be 

registered with a Dogs Australia member body.  How you do this depends on your dogõs 

background.  

 

If your dog is a registered purebred: Your dog is 

likely already registered with a Dogs Australia 

member body. Purebred dogs from registered 

breeders are given registration papers at birth. 

This registration stays with the dog for life, so you 

wonõt need to register them again (though you 

may need to officially transfer ownership into 

your name if you haven't already).  

 

If your dog is a mixed breed or an un -papered 

purebred: don't worry. These sports are for 

everyone! You can easily apply for an 

ôAssociateõ registration through your state body 

(eg Dogs ACT or Dogs NSW). You will pay a  

one -off fee, and your dog will receive their own 

unique registration number for life so they can 

compete right alongside the purebreds.  

 

It is really important to note that registering with 

a canine body like Dogs ACT or Dogs NSW is 

completely separate and unrelated to ACT 

Government or local NSW council registration 

under responsible dog ownership legislation or 

your dog's microchip database register.  

 

Even if your dog is fully microchipped and has 

a lifetime registration with the ACTõs Domestic 

Animal Services or with your local NSW council, 

Labrador ôVeniceõ performs the ôSerpentineñ

Weave onceõ Rally station during class 

practice  

(Photo: Anne Robertson)  

Above: Miniature Schnauzer ôDaisyõ checks in 

with her handler during Wednesday's Rally 

Skills class (Photo: Janine Fabre)  

http://www.dogsact.org.au
http://www.dogsnsw.org.au
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Results for the CDC Rally Trial ñ 27 June 2026  
(Results for Club members only)  

TRIAL 1 

 

Rally Novice - Mrs Maelyn Draper (ACT)  

1st  Ulara Not So Generik TK.S JD (Border Collie) Sue Purtell 94/100  

6th  Bobsie N.SPRD (Pembroke Welsh Corgi X) Amy Keenan 84/100  

7th  Declan N.SPRD TK.N (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel) Jenny Scott 81/100  

 

Rally Advanced -  Mrs Maelyn Draper (ACT)  

1st  Ch Neut Ch Tyronelea AyeAye CCD TK.N RN  (Collie (Rough)) Alison McCann  96/100  

2nd  Bailey CCD. RN. SWN. N.SPRD (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel X Poodle)  Alyssa McCulloch   

 94/100  

4th  Sengablu Agent At Risk SWA TK.S RN SPRD  (Border Collie) Stephanie Windsor 93/100  

5th  Duszah Striked Storm N.SPRD RN SWA  (Border Collie) Pam Lafferty 90/100  

6th  Dual Ch (SPRD) Kysaridge Aurum Ector CCD ET RN SWN TK.N (Rhodesian Ridgeback) Juliet  

 Ward 90/100  

7th  Hubble ME RN SPRD SWA TKI  (Miniature Schnauzer) Melanie Tacey 83/100  

 

Rally Advanced -  Mrs Niccola Hardaker (ACT)  

2nd  Millie RN CCD (Associate) Diane Adams 90/100  

 

Rally Excellent -  Mrs Maelyn Draper (ACT)  

1st  Morningmyst Glenfiddich SWA TKN RA CCD  (Golden Retriever) Laraine Frawley 97/100  

 

Rally Master - Mrs Niccola Hardaker (ACT)  

4th  R Ch Kerodan Wicca Spirit CDX TKA RAE SWA ADM ADO JDM JDO SPD GDX SDX (Border  

Obedience Trialling and Rally ... continued

you must still complete the Dogs Australia member body registrations described above. Council 

registration is a legal requirement for owning a dog; Dogs Australia registration is the requirement 

for playing the sport!  

 

Step 3 : Whatõs next? 

 

Once you have your membership number and your dogõs registration number, you are officially 

ready to enter! Most clubs now use online entry platforms (like Ready Entries, Show Manager, Top 

Dog Events and Oz Entries) where you register you and your dog's details once, pick your classes, 

pay the entry fee, and you're good to go. If you have any questions or need help finding the right 

forms on the website, chat with one of our dog sport club instructors at the next training session. 

We can't wait to cheer you on at your first trial!  

 

Step 4  : How do I know when trials are on?  

 

All trials run at the Club are on the Clubõs calendar on the website and the Dogs ACT websiteõs 

event calendar (each state has their own website and calendar). The different entry platforms (eg 

Ready Entries and Show Manager) are also useful resources.  There are Facebook groups for most 

dog sports, at state and national level. Make sure you join the local Facebook groups ôACTCDC 

Obedience & Rallyõ and the ôACT region obedience & rallyo triallingõ Facebook groups that will 

inform you when entries are open. Or you can simply ask your class mates!  

 

Step 5 : Where can I find the rules?  

 

All dog sports rules are on the Dogs Australia website ( www.dogsaustralia.org.au ). Definitely worth 

a read so you are confident going into the trial ring. The rule books are used by both judges and 

competitors so you will know exactly what you will be asked to do, and what is and isnõt allowed. 

 

Ane you can buy pocket -sized ready reference copies of the rules for all of the Clubõs sports from 

the Clubõs shop. Just $20.00 each. 

http://www.dogsaustralia.org.au


Obedience Trialling and Rally é continued
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~ NOW IN STOCK ~ The Club Shop stocks Australian -brand  

Big & Little Dogs On -The-Go Pet Mats  

($65.00) 

 

They are the perfect training aid for class 

and the café ñ and they are water 

resistant and  

machine washable.  

 

Available in one size (90cm x 100cm) 

with handy ties so they can be rolled up 

and easily brought to class or taken with 

you on outings.  

 

The mats are padded and come in a 

variety of patterned fabrics including 

Rodeo Queen (right). Ask to see the 

patterns we have in stock at the shop.  

 Collie) Airlie White 93/100  

 

TRIAL 2  

 

Rally Novice - Mrs Maria Wheeler (NSW)  

2nd  Not So Generik TK.S JD  (Border Collie) Sue Purtell 97/100  

3rd  Declan N.SPRD TK.N (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel) Jenny  

 Scott 90/100  

 

Rally Advanced -  Mrs Maria Wheeler (NSW)  

1st  Duszah Striked Storm N.SPRD RN SWA (Border Collie) Pam  

 Lafferty 88/100  

 

Rally Advanced -  Mrs Niccola Hardaker (ACT)  

2nd  Millie RN CCD (Associate)  Diane Adams 89/100  

 

Rally Excellent -  Mrs Maria Wheeler (NSW)  

1st  Ch Callicoma Sea Spray RA SWN (Australian Kelpie) Fiona  

 Fraser 98/100 

 

Rally Master - Mrs Maria Wheeler (NSW)  

1st  Oliver Brown ADM ADO GDM JDM JDO RE RM SPDM SDX  

 SWA (Australian Kelpie) Barbara Brown 98/100  

4th   Maxwell ADM ADO CCD CD FMX GD JDO JDX RAE RM  

 SDX SPD SPRD.X TK.A  (Border Collie) Marina Kim 92/100 

 

Rally Master - Mrs Niccola Hardaker (ACT)  

4th  R Ch Etherial Wandana Don UD RM RAE TK.N  (Border Collie)  

 Alison McCann 93/100  

Interested in trying Rally?  

You and your dog must satisfactorily complete Level 2 

(Consolidation) in the Clubõs Behaviour Training program to start 

Rally unless you have had prior experience in the sport. New 

handlers participate in an entry -level Skills class before 

progressing to more advanced levels.  

What is Rally?  

 

In Rally, handlers and dogs 

navigate a signposted 

course performing different 

manoeuvres such as moving 

and static turns, position 

changes (such as sit, drop 

and stand), side switches, 

stays, spins, short recalls and 

changes of pace.  

 

Unlike Obedience Trialling, 

handlers can praise and 

encourage their dogs while 

negotiating the course, 

making it a great 

introduction for members 

thinking of progressing to the 

more formal requirements of 

Obedience Trialling.  

 

Courses vary in length from 

10-24 signposted stations, 

with the number of stations 

and complexity of 

manoeuvres increasing as 

you progress through the 

Novice, Advanced. Excellent 

and Masters levels. Novice is 

performed on lead while the 

higher levels are performed 

off -lead and smooth and 

precise heelwork is required 

at all levels.  



Obedience Trialling and Rally é continued
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By Jeanette Van Summeren ñ Sub-Committee  

 

We began our 12 July trial with a pleasing number of entries and with trepidation due to a 

forecast of significant rain. Fortunately, the rain did not arrive and we enjoyed largely clear skies.  

We had some great results with lovely work between dogs and handlers showcasing hours of 

training. The highlight of the day was Australian Kelpie ôRhythmõ and Vikki Evans earning their 

Obedience Champion title. This is a very significant achievement and Vikki was heartily 

congratulated by one and all. There was also one CCD (Community Companion Dog) and one 

CD (Companion Dog) titles earned on the day.  

 

Of course, no event can occur without the hard work of our Obedience Sub -committee. From 

setting up and packing up, catering, paperwork etc we rely on our volunteers. If you are 

wondering about Obedience Trialling then stewarding is a great way to see what trialling is all 

about ð no experience is required.  

 

Huge thanks to our judges who give so freely of their time - Nikki Fallon, Alison McCann, Judy Van 

Der Vegt and Charlie Giles without whom we could not run trials.  

 

AM Trial ð CCD ð Judge Nikki Fallon  

2nd   Rochelle Thorneõs Grand Ch Clanabby A Touch of Maverick JD RN TK.N 

 

AM Trial ð Novice ð Judge Nikki Fallon  

1st  Alison McCannõs Ch Neut Ch Tyronlea Ayeaye CCD N.SPRD RN TK.N  

2nd  Christina Erwinõs Ch Lempo Avenging Rogue CCD RA TK.N  

 

AM Trial ð Open ð Judge Charlie Giles  

2nd  Vikki Evansõ Ag Ch R Gr Ch R Ch Lockabe Rhythm II ADM ADO CCD GDX JDM JDO RAE RM 

 SDM SPDM SWA TK.I UD  

 

AM Trial ð Utility Dog ð Judge Mrs Judy Van Der Vegt  

1st  Vikki Evansõ Ag Ch R Gr Ch R Ch Lockabe Rhythm II ADM ADO CCD GDX JDM JDO RAE RM  

 SDM SPDM SWA TK.I UD  

 

PM Trial ð CCD ð Judge Ms Alison McCann  

1st  Rochelle Thorneõs Grand Ch Clanabby A Touch of Maverick JD RN TK.N (and CCD title)  

2nd  Jeanette Van Summerenõs Ch Neut Ch Caleebra Elixir of Love JC RN SPRD  

3rd  Jeanette Van Summerenõs Ch Neut Ch Caleebra Armani Acqua JC RA  

 

PM Trial ð Novice ð Judge Ms Alison McCann  

1st  Laraine Frawleyõs Morningmyst Glenfiddich CCD RA SWA TK.N  

2nd  Christina Erwinõs Ch Lempo Avenging Rogue CCD RA TK.N (and CD title)  

Results for the CDC Rally Trial ñ 12 July 2026  
(Results for Club members only)  

 

ò Quick dog tip: 

If they fail twice , make it easier. 

Progress beats frustration ó 

 

Erika Gonzalez 
https://www.fromdusktilldog.com/ 

https://www.fromdusktilldog.com/
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ALERTñ EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

ALWAYS FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS OF CLUB OFFICIALS 

OR EMERGENCY SERVICES PERSONNEL IF PRESENT 

In the event of an emergency (eg fire, gas explosion or other significant 

event) 

¶ Call 000 

¶ Evacuate Club buildings and/or grounds  

¶ Take hand-held belongings and your dog(s) with you 

¶ Assist any people and dogs in need  

¶ If safe to do so, leave the Club in your car. If not, take the nearest route to the Emergency  

Assembly point (corner Jerrabomberra Avenue and Narrabundah Lane) and await further  

directions  

In the event of a medical emergency (people) 

¶ For major incidents or injuries call 000  

¶ During Club activitiesðaccess a first aid kit from the Clubôs buildings and  

administer first aid. We have a defibrillator and snake bite bandages. 

¶ Submit an incident report to the Club office after the incident has been  

addressed 

In the event of a medical emergency (dogs) 

¶ Contact the nearest veterinary clinic 

Ý Inner South Veterinary Centreð47 Jerrabomberra Avenue, Narrabundah  

T 6295 0770 

Ý Animal Referral Hospitalð364 Fairbairn Avenue, Pialligo T 6280 6344 

Ý Canberra Veterinary Emergency Servicesð21 Crinigan Circuit, Gungahlin  

T 6225 7257 

In the event of injured wildlife 

¶ Contact Access Canberra  for injured kangaroos T 13 22 81 or ACT Wildlife for other  

wildlife T 0432 300 033  

In the event of a personal threat (physical or verbally abusive behaviour) 

¶ Call 000 if there is a fear of injury or harm 

¶ Disengage and walk away  

¶ If safe to do so, leave the Club in your car. If not, take refuge in a Club  

building, lock any doors behind you and await assistance 

¶ Submit an incident report to the Club office after the incident has been 

resolved 

SMILE ñ YOUõRE ON CCTV 
  

The Clubõs buildings and grounds are under  

constant video camera surveillance  

to provide better security and safety for members.  
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        Dogs -As -Therapy Team  

    By Sharon Haines ñ Convenor  

Regular monthly visits to aged care residential homes have continued during the months of April 

to June with some interruption due to Easter and public holidays.  

 

Here are some photos from recent visits to Warrigal Queanbeyan and Carey Gardens Aged Care 

Hostel in Red Hill.  

Above left: Warrigal Queanbeyan - Poodle X ôKobeõ, Greyhound ôSplashõ and Labrador ôVeniceõ 

Above right : Carey Gardens - Miniature Schnauzer ôLibbyõ getting a ride on a pusher 

Casual visit ñANU Psychology Society  

 

The DAT teams were invited to visit the ANU Psychology Society students on Chiefly Meadow on 

Tuesday 10 March.  There were four DAT teams and about 40 students.  It was a lovely sunny 

morning and the students were eager to meet the dogs. Lots of pats and cuddles with some dogs 

also showing off their favourite tricks.  

Left: Labrador X 

ôCocoõ getting 

some pats  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Poodle X 

ôKobeõ getting an 

ear tickle  



Dogs-as-Therapy é continued

Page | 30 The Good Companion |  August 2026 |  Vol  38 |  No 2 

Casual visit ñANU Kinloch Lodge  

 

On Saturday 9 May eight DAT Team were invited to visit the students of Kinloch Lodge. The visit 

was held in the courtyard of a neighbouring student residence. There were about 100 students 

who visited in small groups over the hour visit. It was a busy time for dogs and handlers.  

Casual visit ñANU Yukeembruk Village Residences  

 

On Saturday 2 May three DAT teams were invited to visit one of ANUõs newest student residences - 

Yukeembruk Village. The Yukeembruk Village (phonetic pronunciation 'yu -kum -bruuk') is home for 

up to 700 students in four buildings. It was a lovely setting where the DAT teams were able to 

socialise with students on a large flat grassy amphitheatre overlooking Sullivanõs Creek. A 

successful event with nine DAT handler dog teams and approximately 50 students.  

Above: Janice (L) and Japanese Spitz ôYukiõ and Steve È and Labrador X ôTillyõ with some students 

Far left: Poodle X ôWrenõ and 

Border Collie ôReggieõ in the 

background  

 

 

 

 

Left: Katerina and Golden 

Retriever X ôCosmoõ talking 

with a student who loved 

talking about dogs  

Casual visit ñANU Student Life  

 

The ANU Student Life team provides a range of programs and services to enable students to learn 

and grow intellectually, socially and professionally during their time at ANU. They undertake  

activities and provide resources that support orientation and transition, extra -curricular  

enrichment, leadership and community building for all students. The Student Life team contacted 

the Club about holding a ticketed event for a doggy playdate with DAT teams on Wednesday 27 

May. There were three DAT teams and 40 students. It was fortunate the rainy weather cleared for 

the event to occur on ANUõs Chiefly Meadow. 
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Dogs-as-Therapy é continued

Interested in joining the dogs -as-therapy program?  

 

If you would like to join this very rewarding program, please send an email ( dat@actcdc.org.au ) 

to the Club registering your interest and we will be in touch. To join, your dog should be at least 18 

months old and have completed the Clubõs Behaviour Training Level 3 ð Graduation class, have a 

calm temperament, and enjoy meeting and interacting with people. Dogs are assessed before 

joining the program including, where appropriate, a pilot visit to an aged care residence.  

 

If accepted into the program, you will need to hold a current Working With Vulnerable People 

(ACT) registration.  

Need more insight into your teenage dog?  
¶ Nancy Tuckerõs ôAdolescent dogs: Six facts to knowõ (https://www.whole -dog -journal.com/

puppies/adolescent -dogs -6-facts -to -know/ ) 

¶ Pat Millerõs ôAngst with your adolescent dogõ (https://www.whole -dog -journal.com/training/

angst -with -your -adolescent -dog/ ) 

¶ Nancy Kernsõ ôTeenage dogs can be difficultõ (https://www.whole -dog -journal.com/blog/

teenage -dogs -can -be -difficult/ ) 

¶ Barbara Hodelõs How To Love And Survive Your Teenage Dog (2020) including e -book  

mailto:dat@actcdc.org.au
https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/puppies/adolescent-dogs-6-facts-to-know/
https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/puppies/adolescent-dogs-6-facts-to-know/
https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/training/angst-with-your-adolescent-dog/
https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/training/angst-with-your-adolescent-dog/
https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/blog/teenage-dogs-can-be-difficult/
https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/blog/teenage-dogs-can-be-difficult/


               Term One (2026) Results  
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FOUNDATION TO CONSOLIDATION 

 

Aytan Akhundova & Bonzo  

Amanda Aldred & Clementine  

Amanda Casimir & Sholto  

Amanda -Lee Charman & Douglas  

Andrew Hermann & Rexy  

Angela Sherrard & Dolly  

Barbara Curnow & Bonnie  

Brendan Lynam & Hank  

Bronwyn Andrews & Rusty  

Caitlin Rees & Sage  

Catherine Lawrence & Bronte  

Chris Burns & Elke 

Claire Healey & Jeffrey  

Craig Smith & Martha & Sprout  

David Weiss & Pepper  

Deanne Papas & Aston  

Debby Voysey & Woodley  

Emma Staite & Benny  

Emmy Hoang & Henny Dulic  

Fiona Copp & Bailey  

Frances Cameron & Jill & Ruth  

Ginette Snow & Hettie  

Gordon de Brouwer & Trudi  

Graham Dudley & Finch  

Jane Ogge & Charlie  

Jean Dally & Tilly  

Jennifer Ross & Coco  

Jennipher Dunstan & Nash  

Jess Burgess & Rex  

Joanna Macfadyen & Ellie  

Josie Goodyer & Betsy  

Julie Hiscock & Percy  

Katie McEvoy & Chai  

Katrina Wybrow & Bowie  

Kina Ligtermoet & Teddy  

Kristi Bateman Lee & Rumi  

Lara Sedgmen & Trygg  

Laurel Martin & Archie  

Lesley Thompson & Shadow  

Linda Collings & Darcy  

Liz Maloney & Ghost  

Mara Sutcliffe & Callie  

Megan Duffy & Daisy Cleo  

Melissa McKenna & Mollie  

Michael Richer & Puzzle  

Moira Campbell & Zeus  

Nashieli Garcia Alaniz & Chewie  

Natasha Dubow & Drift  

Nick Henderson & Martha  

Nissa Cady & Tsuki  

Rebecca Alexander & Juni  

Regina Bion & Mindy  

Samantha McLintock & Bonnie  

Sandy Carney & Zeke  

Sara Fitzpatrick & Angus  

Sarah DõArcy & Maize 

Sarah La Shay & Toby  

Shan Short & Billy Budd  

Sharen Mack & Ollie  

Shinta Benilda & Roro  

Sonia Piccoli & Monty  

Sylvie Appleton & Boof Bodel  

Thomas Adams & Cosmo  

Vanessa Shan & Coffee  

 

CONSOLIDATION TO GRADUATION 

 

Aithne Dann -Hotchin & Crumpet  

Angela Swann & Chester  

Annette Bouwman & Dolly  

Bahar Bahrami & Shadi  

Brianna Moloney & Maeve  

Claire Findlay & Bella  

David Noble & Heidi  

David O'Connor & Reggie  

Elisa Pevere & Banjo  

Fiona Brown & Max  

Hazel Naidoo & Shelby  

Janet Lackey & Sage  

Kathryn Day & Corticles  

Kylie Becvarik & Quinn  

Mayrin Mangsuree & BaoBao  

Michelle Dowdell & Atticus  

Natasha Puleston & Pearl  

Norrae Johnston & Soda  

Patrick Hanrahan & Duncan  

Pauline Wine & Xena  

Phoebe Appleby & Baloo  

Rochelle Thorne & Missy  

Sandra King & Lokhi  

Sara Cockrell & Heath  

Sarah Briggs & Sunny  

Shelby Simadas & Koukla  

 

GRADUATION TO COMPANION 

 

Andrew Ahmat & Mabel  

Anna Collison & Wally  

Anne Field & Gus  

Barbara Livesey & Penny  

Callum Walker & Billie  

Claire Trenham & Nix  

George Hader & Chester  

Greg Stretton & Ruby  

Jade Paton & Navi  

Jeanie Hancocks & Cocoa  

Note: Please notify the Office if you have been promoted and your name does not appear below so 

that we can acknowledge your success in the next issue.  

Results  are based on available documentation.  



Jenna Gavran & Jasper  

Jill Bradfield & Panda  

Karen Hall & Tilly 

Lauren MacLachlan & Winston  

Lizzie Waddell & Chiron  

Malee Saetang & Geo  

Nichola Leeming & Kalila  

Paul and Katie Welsh & Violet  

Rachel Wernert & Digby  

Rebecca  Hayes & Sharah  

Sarah Holder & Bella  

Sarah Pilbeam & Havelock  

Sharon Kolek & Bella  

Sue Powell & Franklin  

Tristyn Lowe & Fletcher  

COMPANION TO COMPANION PLUS 

 

Ali Bicknell & Griffin  

Angel Bleich & Maple  

Anne Allan & Monty  

Chikako Hedison & Chilli  

Deborah Carrera & Zoula  

Emily Stewart -Reed & Marcus  

Felina Pelayo & Bambi  

Jack Ryan & Jasper  

Kristina Musial & Virgil  

Tom Ellis & Yogi 
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Term 1 results  é continued

Puppington Pods now come with bungee handles!  

 

The bungee handles have been designed to fit over the loop on 

the bottom of the Pod. The bungee handles come in two lengths  

(35cm and 75cm) which converts the Pod into a lure/flirt toy making it even 

more motivating and fun for training. Let your dog catch up with the 

moving  lure and allow it to snuffle into the pod to access the food.  

Both lengths are $10.00.  

Puppington Pods come in two sizes ñsmall ($16.00) and regular ($18.00).  

NEW 

~ SETTING UP A CHILD AND DOG-FRIENDLY HOME ~ 
Do you have babies, toddlers or young children in your home? Family Paws Parent Education 

(https://www.familypaws.com/ ) has some great resources on its website.  

https://www.familypaws.com/


            Maintenance Musings  
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Itõs best not to assume that ôallõs wellõ when thinking about the maintenance of the Clubõs grounds 

and buildings. There is always something requiring attention ð and it is often done ôout of hoursõ ð 

so that it is goes unnoticed. The photos below show some of the maintenance that has occurred 

in recent months.  

Above and below right : This Eucalypt fell on the new fence between the Obedience and Agility rings in 

March. Big thanks to Mt Fairy Mowing & Regional Fencing, Neale Prescott, Heather McPherson and Vanessa 

March and family for quickly clearing the debris the following day.  

Left and right: Steve from Pro -Tech provided a deep 

clean of the main clubroomõs industrial vinyl floor 

 in July. 
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Maintenance musings é continued

Below and right: Climb High Training 

visited the Club in July and August to 

enable students undertaking their Cert 

III in Arboriculture to develop their 

pruning techniques and undertake 

practical tree condition assessments in 

a real -world environment. It has been 

fascinating (and a bit vertigo -

inducing) to watch the students 

clamber up trees , secured by their 

safety gear, to remove dead wood 

and undertake some amenity pruning.  

 

Our thanks to Gye and Sas of Climb 

High Training for their oversight, to 

Neale Prescott for co -ordinating the 

visits on behalf of the Club and to 

André for facilitating our initial 

overtures to Gye.  

Below: Andrew and Chris 

from Enhanced Plumbing 

and Gas repaired a leak in 

the underground irrigation 

system in May . 
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               Agility Action  

By Steph Windsor ñ Acting Convenor  

ACTõs Capital Canine Crew  

comes third in the Teams event  

at the 2026 Agility Nationals  

at Durack in Queensland  
 

Above: (L -R) Max Walker & Alfred (CDC), Kelly 

Carter & Ruby (BDOC), Kylie White & Luna (CDC), 

Leslie Roberts & Rue (CDC), and Jill Campain & 

Lottie (CDC)  

Results for the 2026 Agility Nationals Finals ñ June 2026  
(Results for Club members only)  

Several local agiliteers ventured north for the biennial Agility National Titles in June.  The event was 

live-streamed on YouTube over the six days and you can still watch the teams event, the finals 

and the heats at https://www.youtube.com/@BradshawPhotographySyd . Many of our agiliteers 

made the finals and with 488 dogs entered in the trial we can be proud of their achievements.  

Novice Agility ð 300 -  Standard Course Time: 87 seconds. Course Length: 166 metres. Judge: 

Tenielle Thwaites (NSW)  

¶ 5th (NQ)  Lara Sedgmenõs Dawnsio Tiny Dancer (Cocker Spaniel) 42.24 seconds 5 faults 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@BradshawPhotographySyd
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Agility action é continued

Novice Agility ð 400 -  Standard Course Time: 53 seconds. Course Length: 158 metres.  

Judge: Petr Pupik (Czech Republic)  

¶ 11th (NQ)  Tianna Petersonõs Airsent Moet And Chandon (Border Collie) 43.69 seconds 15 

faults  

 

Novice Agility - 500- Standard Course Time: 53 seconds. Course Length: 158 metres.  

Judge: Petr Pupik (Czech Republic)  

¶ (DQ) Rochelle Thorneõs Clanabby A Touch Of Maverick (Border Collie) 

 

Excellent Agility - 400 -  Standard Course Time: 61 seconds. Course Length: 192 metres.  

Judge: Petr Pupik (Czech Republic)  

¶ 1st (Q) Denise Iglesiasõ Kerodan The 

Bees Knees (Border Collie) 

43.51seconds  

 

Masters Agility - 200 - Standard Course Time: 

75 seconds. Course Length: 209 metres.  

Judge: Tenielle Thwaites (NSW)  

¶ 5th (NQ) Kylie Whiteõs Luna (Jack 

Russell x Border Collie) 61.82 seconds  

 

Masters Agility - 400 - Standard Course Time: 

61 seconds. Course Length: 213 metres.  

Judge: Petr Pupik (Czech Republic)  

¶ 1st (Q) Leslie Robertsõ Rue (Border 

Collie) 53.91seconds [photo at right]  

 

Open Agility - Standard Course Time: 67 

seconds. Course Length: 195 metres.  

Judge: Keri Nielson (New Zealand)  

¶ (WD) Jill Campainõs Waiwilta Heart Of 

Skye (Papillion)  

 

Excellent Jumping - 400 -  Standard Course 

Time: 42 seconds. Course Length: 173 metres.  

Judge: Stephy Lawrence (Vic)  

¶ (DQ) Denise Iglesiasõ Kerodan The Bees 

Knees (Border Collie)  

 

Masters Jumping - 400 - Standard Course 

Time: 49 seconds. Course Length: 211 metres.  

Judge: Stephy Lawrence (Vic ) 

¶ (DQ) Leslie Robertsõ Rue (Border Collie) 

 

Masters Jumping - 500 - Standard Course Time: 47 seconds. Course Length: 211 metres.  

Judge: Stephy Lawrence (Vic)  

¶ (DQ) Steven Cavanagh ôs Taylea Turbo Teddy (Border Collie) 

 

Novice Snooker -  300 - Standard Course Time: 80 seconds. Course Length: 160 metres.  

Judge: Karen Winzar (Qld)  

¶ 14th (Q) Lara Sedgmenõs Dawnsio Tiny Dancer (Cocker Spaniel) 41 points 31.87seconds 

 

Masters Snooker ð 500 - Standard Course Time: 73 seconds. Course Length: 218 metres.  

Judge: Robyn Jones (NSW)  

¶ 7th (Q) Steve Cavanaghõs Taylea Turbo Teddy (Border Collie) 51 points 53.21 seconds 

 

Novice Gamblers - 300 - Standard Course Time: 63 seconds. Judge: Jenny Taylor (NSW)  

¶ 11th (Q) Lara Sedgmenõs Dawnsio Tiny Dancer (Cocker Spaniel) 42 points 54.38 seconds 
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Get you copy from the Club shop 

for any and all of the Dogs 

Australia dog sports offered by the 

Club: Obedience Trialling, Rally, 

Trick Dog, Agility, Scent Work, 

Tracking & Track and Search.  

 

The Trick Dog and Rally books 

contain full descriptions of the 

tricks and stations that are used in 

competition so you can quickly 

check requirements before you go 

into the ring.  

 

A great training aid ñsmall enough 

to fit in your pocket so it is always 

at hand.  

Cost: $20.00  

OUT NOW ~ Ready reference rule books for dog sports  

Results for the CDC Jumping Trial  ñ 24 March 2026 ñJudge: Fiona Fraser (ACT)  
(Results for Club members only)  

Agility action é continued

Novice Jumping -  300 - Standard Course Time: 53 seconds.  

 1st Hubble - Melanie Tacey  35.11  

 

Novice Jumping -  400 - Standard Course Time: 51 seconds.  

 1st Beauideal Game On - Julie Cassells  46.60 

 

Novice Jumping -  500 - Standard Course Time: 51 seconds.  

 3rd Lanbart Bywong Boy - Patricia Atkinson  30.08  

 

Excellent Jumping - 200 -  Standard Course Time: 56 seconds . 

 1st Lochtay Tilly Devine - Natasha Davies  44.59  

 

Excellent Jumping - 300 -  Standard Course Time: 53 seconds.  

 1st Isabella - Marina Kim  52.64  

 

Excellent Jumping - 400 -  Standard Course Time: 51 seconds.  

 1st Incavale Simply Irresistible - Nicole Fallon 34.89  

 

Masters Jumping - 400 - Standard Course Time: 56 seconds.  

 1st Lucy - Isabel Essam  54.30  

 

Open Jumping -  Standard Course Time: 50 seconds  

 1st Incavale Shes Got The Booty - Nicole Fallon  32.56  

 2nd Ulara Not So Generik - Sue Purtell  32.99  

 3rd Perfu Starry Knight - Dana Simonsen  34.01  
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Agility action é continued

Results for the CDC Easter Agility and Jumping Trial  ñ 4-5 April 2026  
(Results for Club members only)  

The Club held its annual two -day Easter Agility Trial on 4 -5 April attracting 107 handlers and 153 

dogs. There were 891 runs conducted across the Novice, Excellent and Masters classes in both the 

Agility and Jumping disciplines. The grounds looked splendid ñwith the trees barely noticing that 

Autumn had arrived. Results for Club members appear on the following pages.  

 
Above: Rings being set -up with a backdrop of gazebos under the trees (Anne Robertson)  

Below: Georgia Morrisõs Italian Greyhound ôLilyõ soars across a jump during one of her events (Carmen Kong) 
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Agility action é continued

Agility 1 ð Judge Murray Sharman  

 

Masters 400 ð Standard Course Time: 66 secs.  

 1st Rue - Leslie Roberts  47.05  

Excellent 400 ð Standard Course Time: 80 secs.  

 1st Bailey - Sue Purtell  48.94  

Novice 200 ð Standard Course Time: 89 secs.  

 2nd Lochtay Tilly Devine - Natasha Davies  

 54.29  

Novice 500 ð  Standard Course Time: 73 secs.  

 1st Lokabe Blues - Vikki Evans  37.46  

 

Jumping 1 Judge Libby Ellery  

 

Novice 200 ð Standard Course Time: 62 secs.  

 1st Sydney - Janet Speed  48.53  

Novice 300 - Standard Course Time: 60 secs.  

 1st Hubble - Melanie Tacey  33.26  

Novice 400 - Standard Course Time: 56 secs.  

 1st Sengablu Agent In The Dark - Vanessa  

 March  22.97  

 2nd Airsent Moet And Chandon - Tianna  

 Peterson  25.68  

Novice 500 - Standard Course Time: 56 secs.  

 1st Lanbart Bywong Boy - Patricia  

 Atkinson  26.14  

 2nd Cinnamon - Tasmyn Adams  31.37  

 3rd Lokabe Blues - Vikki Evans  32.83  

Excellent 200ð Standard Course Time: 64 secs.  

 2nd Lochtay Tilly Devine - Natasha Davies  

 43.36 

 3rd Dassin Gemini Girl - Simone Pensko   

 63.65 

Excellent - 300 - Standard Course Time: 62 secs.  

 3rd Isabella - Marina Kim  47.08 Q  

Excellent - 400 - Standard Course Time: 58 secs.  

 1st Cedarpark Bronzed Euca - Meredith  

 Joslin  37.24 

Excellent - 500 - Standard Course Time: 58 secs.  

 1st Dunwurkn Herd Ewe Have - Vanessa  

  Essam  40.43  

 2nd Nike - Claire Trenham  56.55  

Masters  - 300 - Standard Course Time: 62 secs.  

 3rd Devongem Indie Rose - Wendy  

 Stewart  48.31  

Masters - 400 - Standard Course Time: 58 secs.  

 1st Rue - Leslie Roberts  43.56  

Masters - 500 - Standard Course Time: 58 secs.  

 3rd Taylea Turbo Teddy - Steve  

 Cavanagh  37.52  

 6th Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean - Leslie 

 Roberts  49.98  

 

Agility 2 ð Judge Murray Sharman  

 

Excellent - 300 - Standard Course Time: 82 secs.  

 1st Dawnsio Into The Groove - Jane  

 D'Arcy  40.11  

Masters - 400 - Standard Course Time: 70 secs.  

 1st Rue - Leslie Roberts  52.13  

 4th Incavale Shes Got The Booty - Nicole  

 Fallon  61.40  

 

Jumping 2 ð Judge Libby Ellery  

 

Novice - 300 - Standard Course Time: 68 secs.  

 1st Dawnsio Tiny Dancer - Lara Sedgmen  

  30.04 

Novice - 400 - Standard Course Time: 62 secs.  

 3rd Beauideal Game On - Julie Cassells 

 43.54 

Novice - 500 - Standard Course Time: 62 secs.  

 2nd Lanbart Bywong Boy - Patricia  

 Atkinson  27.30  

 3rd Cinnamon - Tasmyn Adams  34.31  

 

Jumping 2 ðJudge Darren Johanson  

 

Excellent - 200 - Standard Course Time: 60 secs.  

 1st Lochtay Tilly Devine - Natasha Davies  

  50.29  

Excellent - 300 - Standard Course Time: 60 secs.  

 1st Isabella - Marina Kim  59.69  

 

Jumping 2 ðJudge Libby Ellery  

 

Masters - 400 - Standard Course Time: 62 secs.  

 4th Lokabe Rhythm II - Vikki Evans  60.13  

Masters  - 500 - Standard Course Time: 62 secs.  

 3rd Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean - Leslie 

  Roberts  50.99  

 

Agility 3 ðJudge Libby Ellery  

 

Novice - 200 - Standard Course Time: 91 secs.  

 1st Lochtay Tilly Devine - Natasha Davies  

 54.71  

Novice - 500 - Standard Course Time: 82 secs.  

 1st Lokabe Blues - Vikki Evans  40.00  

 

Agility 3 ðJudge Libby Ellery  

 

Excellent - 300 - Standard Course Time: 78 secs.  

 1st Devongem Indie Rose - Wendy  

 Stewart  41.18  

Excellent - 500 - Standard Course Time: 72 secs.  

 1st Beljekali Anouk  - Phillipa Gill  49.79  

Masters - 200 - Standard Course Time: 82 secs.  

 2nd Luna - Kylie White  63.76  

Masters - 300 - Standard Course Time: 79 secs.  

 3rd Mojitogold Love Me Do - Simone  

 Pensko  71.83  

Masters - 400 - Standard Course Time: 73 secs.  

 3rd Flatout Fire Fox  - Denise Iglesias  56.71  

 5th Rue - Leslie Roberts  60.11  

 6th Lokabe Rhythm II - Vikki Evans  63.28  
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Agility action é continued

Masters - 500 - Standard Course Time: 73 secs.  

 3rd Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean - Leslie  

 Roberts  66.34  

 

Jumping 3 ðJudge Murray Sharman  

 

Novice - 500 - Standard Course Time: 41 secs.  

 2nd Cinnamon - Tasmyn Adams  28.41  

 

Jumping 3 ðJudge Murray Sharman  

 

Excellent - 200 - Standard Course Time: 56 secs.  

 3rd Lochtay Tilly Devine - Natasha Davies  

 44.17  

Excellent - 400 - Standard Course Time: 46 secs.  

 1st Kerodan The Bees Knees - Denise  

 Iglesias  27.48  

 3rd Ulara Not So Generik - Sue Purtell   

 34.42  

Masters - 300 - Standard Course Time: 55 secs.  

 1st Dawnsio Into The Groove - Jane  

 D'Arcy  36.94  

Masters  - 400 - Standard Course Time: 51 secs.  

 1st Rue - Leslie Roberts  40.41  

 4th Lokabe Rhythm II - Vikki Evans  50.98  

Masters  - 500 - Standard Course Time: 47 secs.  

 3rd Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean - Leslie 

 Roberts  46.39  

 

Agility 4 ðJudge Simone Pensko  

 

Novice - 500 - Standard Course Time: 78 secs.  

 1st Lokabe Blues - Vikki Evans  43.36  

 

Agility 4 ðJudge Libby Ellery  

 

Excellent - 300 - Standard Course Time: 92 secs.  

 1st Isabella - Marina Kim  77.03  

Excellent - 500 - Standard Course Time: 86 secs.  

 2nd Nike - Claire Trenham  78.65  

Masters - 400 - Standard Course Time: 76 secs.  

 3rd Lokabe Rhythm II - Vikki Evans  71.88  

 

Jumping 4 ð Judge Murray Sharman  

 

Novice - 300 - Standard Course Time: 50 secs.  

 1st Dawnsio Tiny Dancer - Lara Sedgmen   

 28.30  

Novice - 500 - Standard Course Time: 44 secs.  

 1st Lanbart Bywong Boy - Patricia  

 Atkinson  26.97  

Masters - 300 - Standard Course Time: 57 secs.  

 1st Dawnsio Into The Groove - Jane  

 D'Arcy  39.69  

Masters - 400 - Standard Course Time: 51 secs.  

 1st Rue - Leslie Roberts  40.50  

 4th Incavale Shes Got The Booty - Nicole  

 Fallon  47.73  

Masters - 500 - Standard Course Time: 49 secs.  

 1st Taylea Turbo Teddy - Steve Cavanagh  

  34.04  

5th Blackrobin Ultra - Jake Blight  47.47  

 

Right: Kylie Whiteõs Jack Russell x Border 

Collie ôLunaõ hugs the jump upright to 

set herself up for the next obstacle 

(Photo: Carmen Kong)  
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Agility action é continued

Results for the CDC Jumping Trial  ñ 5 May 2026ñJudge: Simone Pensko  
(Results for Club members only)  

Novice Jumping ð 200 ð Standard Course Time: 54 seconds.  

 1st Sydney - Janet Speed  46.88  

 

Novice Jumping ð 300 ð Standard Course Time: 50 seconds.  

 1st Dawnsio Tiny Dancer - Lara Sedgmen  25.24  

 

Novice Jumping ð 400 ð Standard Course Time: 48 seconds.  

 1st Sengablu Agent In The Dark - Vanessa March  21.20  

 

Novice Jumping -  500 ð Standard Course Time: 48 seconds.  

 1st Jax - Raynie McNee  23.29  

 

Masters Jumping ð200 ð Standard Course Time: 55 seconds.  

 1st Waiwilta Here Comes The Son - Max Walker  47.15  

 

Masters Jumping ð 400 - Standard Course Time: 50 seconds.  

 1st Bailey - Sue Purtell  46.18  

 

Masters Jumping ð500 -  Standard Course Time: 50 seconds.  

 1st Duszah Snowy Mountains Bean - Leslie Roberts  48.70  

 

Open Jumping -  Standard Course Time: 55 seconds.  

 1st Jax - Raynie McNee  43.08  

é Experience suggests this is 

not just a Labrador thing é 


